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HEPOET. 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report,  agreeably  with  the  laws 

of  our  Commonwealth,  your  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of* 
the  town  to  the  rather  singular,  and  very  unfortunate  circumstance 
of  an  entire  change  of  your  School  Committee. 

The  three  clergymen  who  were  legally  chosen  at  the  last  April 
meeting,  have  all  left  town.  Mr.  Stinson  and  Mr.  Woodbury  left 

prior  to  the  close  of  the  Summer  Schools  ;  and  your  worthy  chair-^ 
man,  Mr.  Richardson,  left  about  the  middle  of  the  winter  term. 
He  labored  as  having  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  ;  the 

goodness  of  his  heart  was  especially  manifest  in  the  school-room. 
We  hope  that  his  life  may  be  spared  to  return  again  to  his  family, 
and  his  labors. 

We  take  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  prosperous  condition  of  our 
schools.  Everything  has  gone  on  harmoniously  without  anything 
to  mar  the  good  feelings  of  the  several  districts.  There  has  been 

no  open  disturbance  in  schools,  or  contempt  of  the  teachers'  author- 
ity. In  comparing  the  present  condition  of  our  schools  with  the 

past,  great  improvement  is  manifest :  in  the  amount  of  money 

raised, — in  the  comfortable  houses, — in  the  interest  manifested  by 
the  parents  and  guardians, — in  the  qualification  of  teachers, — in  the 
simplifying  of  books,  &c.  Though  much  has  been  attained,  a  great 
deal  more  remains  to  be  accomplished  before  our  schools  will  have 
attained  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which  the  rising  generation  will 
require  at  our  hands. 
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One  gfeat  fault  of  our  schools  is,  in  having  too  great  a  number 
of  classes.  For  instance  :  in  some  schools,  there  are  three  or  four 

classes  in  geography,  where  there  should  be  only  two ;  so  likewise  in 
grammar,  and  arithmetic.  This  multiplicity  of  classes  wastes  the 
time  of  the  teacher,  and  confuses  the  school. 

Another  error  is,  a  deficiency  of  dictionaries.  In  visiting  the 

schools  the  first  of  the  winter  term,  we*  were  particular  to  ascertain 
how  many  there  were  in  each  school ;  and  in  no  school  did  we  find 

more  than  four  or  five,  and  in  one,  the  S.  East,  not  a  single  diction- 
ary save  the  one  presented  by  the  State.  In  this  there  is  an  over- 
sight somewhere.  Among  the  whole  catalogue  of  school  books,  we 

consider  the  dictionary  the  most  indispensable  of  all  books  for  the 

first  classes.  Without  it,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  get  their  read- 
ing and  spelling  lessons,  or  proceed  with  any  of  their  studies  as 

they  ought. 
Kossuth,  when  he  was  imprisoned,  had  the  privilege  of  choosing 

three  books,  which  he  could  keep  by  him  for  his  own  use.  He  se- 

lected Walker's  Dictionary,  Shakspeare,  and  the  Bible.  From 
those  three  books,  he  obtained  all  his  knowledge  of  the  English 
language.  What  knowledge  he  obtained  of  the  language  from  those 
books,  those  who  have  read  his  speeches  in  the  United  States,  can 
judge.  We  hope,  before  another  term  commences,  parents  and 
guardians  will  see  to  it,  that  all  their  children  in  the  first  class,  are 
furnished  with  a  dictionary. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Your  committee  believe  that  our  schools  may  be  greatly  improv- 
ed by  a  system  of  gradation,  as  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 

the  Board  of  Education.  As  our  schools  now  are,  there  are  too 

many  branches  of  study  introduced  into  one  school.  Many  of  the 

scholars  in  town,  who  have  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
mentary branches,  wish  to  take  up  the  higher.  To  do  this,  they 

must  be  studied  in  our  common  schools,  or  not  at  all,  as  there  is  no 

other  school  in  town  ;  and  to  go  out  of  town,  incurs  a  greater  ex- 
pense than  many  are  able  to  bear.  To  remedy  this  evil,  your  com- 

mittee would  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  Central  High 

School.    Then  we  shall  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  gradation.  Wq 
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ttow  have  the  Primary  and  the  Intermediate,  and  to  render  our 

common  s<-hool  system  complete,  we  want  a  High  School. 
It  is  not  that  the  committee,  or  the  friends  of  this  measure,  wish 

to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  town,  for  we  believe  it  is  really  the 

best  economy, — an  actual  saving.  Now,  hundreds  of  dollars  are 
annually  paid  out  of  town,  for  children  to  pursue  studies  for  which 
there  is  no  school  in  town.  We  pay  teachers  thirty  dollars  per 
month,  and  more,  for  teaching  the  elementary  branches,  which,  if 
our  schools  were  graded,  would  not  cost  more  than  half  that  sum. 
Adopt  this  system,  and  we  can  employ  teachers  adapted  to  each 

school.  Now,  we  have  to  pay  thirty,  or  thirty-six  dollars  per 
month,  for  teaching  many  of  our  smallest  children. 

This  measure  is  democratic  ;  it  is  giving  to  all  an  equal  chance,— 
to  the  poor  as  well  as  the  more  wealthy.  It  will  remove  all  those 
higher  branches  of  study  from  the  common  schools,  which  by  many 

are  considered  an  evih  It  may  be  urged  by  some  as  an  obj faction, 
that  scholars  will  have  too  great  a  distance  to  go  to  school,  which  is 

as  valid  as  any :  but  we  do  not  consider  it  sufficiently  strong  to  over- 
balance the  many  arguments  in  favor  of  a  high  school.  How  has 

it  been  where  we  have  had  a  private  school  for  a  few  weeks  ?  Have 

not  scholars  attended  from  the  remotest  part  of  the  town  ?  Aye,  and 
from  out  of  town.  And  it  is  no  worse  for  many  than  few  to  go  the 
same  distance.  A  high  school  rightly  conducted,  under  the  care  of 

an  efficient  school  committee,  will  give  a  higher  tone  to  society, 
elevate  the  character,  and  increase  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
town.  If  we  neglect  to  do  something  of  this  kind,  we  fear  the 
town  will  not  continue  to  prosper  and  increase  as  it  has  done,  but 

will  decline.  Many  will  leave  town  for  the  sole  purpose  of  educat- 
ing their  children.  Very  few  people  feel  able  to  board  their  children 

out  of  town  to  gain  an  education.  They  must  either  go  with  their 
children  to  some  other  town  where  they  can  have  tree  access  to 

privileges  for  an  education,  or  remain  at  home  and  forego  those  priv- 
ileges. Since,  then,  our  children  have  to  get  their  education  in  our 

common  schools,  which  form  the  basis  of  our  republican  form  of 
government,  and  all  our  New  England  institutions,  and  by  which 
they  are  to  be  perpetuated  ;  shall  we  not  adopt  some  measure  which 
will  make  our  common  schools  capable  of  giving  such  an  educatioa 

as  is  required  by  the  character  of  the  times  ? 



We  number  oyer  1,600  inhabitants,  and  have  a  valuation  of 

$541,225.00,  and  for  the  last  few  years  have  generously  raised  the 
sum  of  $1,100  for  our  common  schools.  Few  towns  in  our  county, 

according  to  valuation,  have  done  better ;  yet  there  are  some. 
Stoneham,  with  a  population  of  over  2,000,  and  a  valuation  of  less 
than  $500,000,  has  raised  the  liberal  sum  of  $1,700  for  schools. 
Now  we  would  not  ask  the  town  to  erect  an  expensive  house,  or 

very  much  increase  the  sum  which  we  have  appropriated  for  schools 
the  past  two  or  three  years.  We  believe  that  $1,200  will  be 
enough,  and  will  amply  carry  out  our  purpose,  after  furnishing  a 

suitable  school-room,  and  that,  we  think,  is  already  built.  We 
submit  this  question  to  the  consideration  of  the  town,  with  a  full 
confidence  that  it  will  give  it  that  deliberation  which  this  subject 

requires. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  Summer  Schools, 
as  written  out  by  the  Rev.  H.  Richardson,  late  chairman  of  your 
Committee. 

The  West  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  Stone.  The  order 

was  good,  and  the  improvement  excellent.  She  justly  won  the 
praise  of  all  concerned.  After  she  had  taught  about  a  fortnight  her 
school  was  found  to  be  so  numerous  that  it  was  thought  advisable 
that  another  teacher  should  be  brought  in  to  take  a  portion  of  the 
charge.  Accordingly  Miss  Evelina  N.  Blaisdell  Was  engaged  to 
assume  that  work.  Possessed  of  a  good  share  of  force  and  energy, 
added  to  a  good  taste,  she  succeeded  in  every  respect  except  a  little 
deficiency  in  government,  which  she  doubtless  would  have  overcome 
in  a  second  effort. 

The  schools  at  the  South,  the  Centre,  and  the  East,  were  taught  as 
the  summer  before,  by  Misses  A.  H.  Barrett,  A.  Holden,  and  M.  A. 
Holden,  with  their  usual  good  success.  Perhaps  Miss  B.  more  than 
equalled  her  former  fame.  We  think  however  it  would  be  more 
decorous  on  her  part  at  her  final  examination,  to  yield  the  guidance 
of  that  work  to  the  School  Committee.  What  is  their  proper  right, 
she  should  concede. 

The  North  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Lucy  Barnard.    It  wa» 
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her  first  effort  in  this  employment,  and  a  happy  one.  She  came  into 

her  school  well  qualified  in  every  respect  to  assume  its  responsibili- 
ties, and  she  nobly  sustained  them.  As  such  she  deserves  marked 

praise  for  all  concerned. 
The  South  East  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Alice  L.  Balcom,  of 

Sudbury.  She  labored  faithfully  and  patiently^  and  with  some  suc- 
cess, but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  her  labors  deserved,  and  would  have 

been  the  case,  had  not  the  school  been  broken  up  by  the  Measles, 

and  what  we  shall  denominate  "  The  Berry  Fever,"  the  latter  of 
which  afflicted  several  of  the  other  schools  as  well  as  this.  Against 
this  evil,  as  well  as  others,  we  would  caution  parents  and  all  inter- 
ested. 

WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

The  East  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  of  this 

town.  Mr.  C.  is  a  man  well  known  among  us  as  an  able  and  suc- 
cessful teacher.  This  was  his  third  term  in  this  district.  His  time 

and  energies  were  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  school :  His  am- 
bition was  to  make  his  school  just  what  it  should  be.  The  scholars 

of  this  school  seemed  to  partake  of  the.  spirit  of  their  teacher; 

consequently  there  was  good  order,  and  a  corresponding  advance- 

ment. Though  no  branch  of  study  was  neglected, '  yet  writing 
received  particular  attention ;  as  not  only  the  regular  daily  exercise 
was  attended  to,  but  many  evenings  were  devoted  to  this  useful  art. 
We  think  the  writing  in  this  school  was  superior  to  any  other  school 
in  town.  The  classes  in  grammar  deserve  particular  notice.  The 
first  class  will  compare  well  with  any  class  in  town.  The  second 
class,  ten  in  number  manifested  great  improvement.  At  the  final 
examination,  this  school  appeared  as  well  as  any  in  town.  The 

whole  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  this  school  was  47.  Av- 
erage attendance  41. 

The  North  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Bowers.  He  is 
well  known  to  you  as  an  excellent  and  successful  teacher.  For 
four  successive  seasons  he  has  labored  in  our  schools  in  a  manner 

equally  honorable  to  himself,  and  acceptable  to  his  employers.  He 

wrought  a  decided  change  in  the  character  of  this  school.  He  in- 
fused into  it  his  own  life,  energy,  and  love  of  study,  and  with  those, 
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a  full  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  that  they  could  become  good 
scholars.  It  was  not  wonderful  that  much  was  expected  of  this 

teacher,  nor  was  it  strange  to  us  that  his  success  exceeded  the  ex- 
pectations even  of  the  most  sanguine.  The  distinguishing  feature 

of  this  school  was,  its  good  order  ;  and  in  this,  every  scholar  seemed 
to  feel  that  he  or  she  had  an  equal  interest  with  the  teacher ;  we 

observe,  too,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  there  was  great  improve- 
ment in  manners,  and  all  the  proper  pursuits  of  school.  The  im- 

provement in  writing  was  remarkably  good, — second  to  no  school 

in  town,  —  Mr.  Conant's  excepted.  Beautiful  prize-books  were 
presented  by  the  teacher,  to  the  scholars  making  the  improvement ; 
and  to  those  keeping  the  neatest  book.  All  the  exercises  of  the 
examination  were  in  good  taste  and  style.  The  grammar  classes 
deserve  particular  notice.  The  excellence  of  the  first  class,  and  the 
spirit  and  progress  of  the  second,  eleven  in  number,  (all  of  whom 

commenced  this  term,)  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  We  were  pleas- 
ed to  see  so  large  a  proportion  of  boys  in  this  class.  The  reading 

was  uncommonly  good ;  correct  in  tone,  inflections,  and  spirit ; — 
showing  not  only  thorough  and  accurate  teaching,  but  a  good  knowl- 

edge of  the  subject  of  which  they  read ;  without  which,  no  one  can 
be  a  reader.  In  this  connection,  the  committee  are  pleased  to  see 

that,  with  Mr.  Bowels,  the  Dictionary  is  a  great  book,  and  with  the 

scholars,  the  daily  practice  of  spelling  and  defining  words  from  the 
reading  lessons,  is  a  very  interesting  exercise.  Mr.  Bowers  richly 
deserves  a  good  name,  and  great  praise. 

The  South  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  James  M.  Burnham,  of 
Hopkinton,  N.  H.  Mr.  B.  is  a  genuine  son  of  the  Granite  State ; 

a  man  of  much  energy  of  character,  bold,  frank,  and  honest, — pos- 
sessing a  good  education,  and  a  good  share  of  ability  as  a  teacher. 

He  was  employed  to  teach  this  school  on  the  express  condition  that 

he  should  keep  good  order ;  and  in  this  he  was  abundantly  success- 
ful. There  was  also  a  corresponding  degree  of  improvement  in 

studies.  We  think  we  may  safely  say  that  the  South  School  has 
not  been  in  so  good  standing  for  several  years,  as  at  the  present 
time.  The  final  examination  was  creditable  alike  to  both  teacher 

and  scholars.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  this 
ftchool  was  39.    The  average  attendance  34. 



9 

Much  praise  is  due  Mr.  Wright,  the  Prudential  Committee  of 
this  district,  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  schools. 

The  West  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Nourse,  of  Bolton ; 
a  man  of  good  education  and  well  qualified  for  his  business.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  want  of  that  interest,  in  this  school,  which  has  so 

long  characterized  it,  and  made  it  rank  foremost  among  our  schools. 
But  perhaps  this  may  be  accounted  for,  by  the  fact,  that  a  large 
majority  of  its  best  scholars  have  left  the  school,  for  more  active 
spheres  of  labor.  The  order  in  the  school  was  generally  good, 

although  toward  the  close  of  the  term,  we  saw  some  signs  of  relax- 
ation in  discipline.  The  final  examination  was  quite  satisfactory  ; 

some  of  the  scholars  showed  a  degree  of  attainment  in  their  studies 

which  proved  that  they  at  least  had  been  interested.  The  register 
of  this  school  showed  that  there  had  been  much  tardiness  during 

the  term,  which  is  another  proof  of  want  of  interest  in  the  school. 
The  whole  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  this  school,  was  53. 
Average  attendance,  45. 

The  Centre  School  was  taught  by  F..W.  Pelton,  of  Union  Col- 
lege. Having  taught  a  private  school  in  the  same  district  the  au- 

tumn previous,  and,  with  the  addition  of  some  good '  scholars  from 
the  East  district,  we,  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  anticipated 
this  school  would  be,  on  the  final  examination,  the  best  in  town. 

In  this,  we  regret  to  say,  our  expectations  were  not  realized.  There 

was  a  want  of  dignity  of  deportment,  and  stability  of  character  re- 
quisite to  command  the  respect  due  to  a  teacher.  Consequently, 

the  order  was  not  good.  In  this  school,  there  were  20  scholars  over 

15  years  of  age ;  and  nearly  all  of  them  good  scholars  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term.  The  large  girls  evinced  the  greatest  de- 

gree of  improvement :  which  we  account  for  by  their  receiving  an 

undue  share  of  the  teacher's  attention.  The  first  class  in  Grammar, 
Mental  Philosophy,  and  Reading,  were  good.  The  smaller  portion 
of  the  school,  for  the  want  of  good  order  and  attention,  manifested 

but  very  little,  if  any,  improvement.  But  36  out  of  52,  were  pres- 
ent at  the  final  examination.    The  average  attendance,  44. 

The  South-East  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Lucy  Barnard.  Of 



10 

her  qiinlifications,  we  have  already  spoken.  Although  this  school 
is  not  large,  it  has  ihe  reputation  of  being  a  hard  school  to  govern. 
The  teacher  has  undoubtedly  labored  very  faithfully,  and  we  think, 
with  a  good  degree  of  success.  The  order  was  creditable.  The 
large  boys  always  behaved  respectfully  whenever  the  school  was 
visited  by  the  committee.  Yet  we  fear  that  their  conduct  has  not 
always  been  what  it  ought  to  be.  If  our  schools  were  graded,  and 

a  few  large  boys  taken  from  this  school,  we  think  it  w^ould  be  a  very 
easy  school  for  a  female  to  teach  in  the  winter,  as  well  as  summer. 
This  school  has  already  kept  18  weeks,  a  term  quite  too  long,  we 

think,  to  be  profitable.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  belonging 
to  this  school,  was  38.    Average  attendance,  28J. 

PRIMA.RY  SCHOOLS. 

The  South  School  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  H.  Barrett.  We  expect- 
ed much  of  this  school,  but  it  exceeded  our  expectations.  We  con- 

sider this  a  model  school.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  was  45. 

The  average  attendance,  36^|. 

The  Centre  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Abby  Holden,  and  was 
what  we  might  expect  from  the  well  known  character  of  its  excel- 

lent teacher :  good  order,  and  a  consequent  good  improvement, 

wei'e  the  characteristics  of  this  school.  The  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars was  51.    The  average  attendance,  43. 

The  West  School  was  commenced  by  Miss  M.  A.  Stone.  But 
Miss  S.  being  called  to  another  sphere  of  labor,  it  was  continued  by 
Miss  H.  A.  Butler.  Miss  B.  found  the  school  quite  disorderly,  but 
she  finally  succeeded  in  establishing  order.  The  school  prospered 
well  under  her  instruction.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  this 

school,  was  57.    The  average  attendance,  39. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  express  our  most  earnest  desire  for  the 

welfare  of  our  common  schools.  That  their  course  should  not  only 
be  onward  in  the  intellectual  training  of  our  children,  but  that  they 
be  made  to  give  them  such  moral  and  religious  sentiments  and 

character  as  will  make  them,  when  they  shall  occupy  our  places, 
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safe  guardians  of  society,  and  the  free  institutions  of  our  govern- 
ment. Finally,  we  think  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  transcribe  a 

Section  or  two,  from  the  Statutes  of  the  CommonweaUh. 

"It  shall  be  the  clnty  of  the  prcsiilcnt,  professors,  find  tutors  of  the  University 
at  Cambridge,  and  o(  the  several  colleges,  and  of  all  preceptors  and  teachers  of 
academies,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  (-hildren  and  youtli,  c(jmniittt'(l  to  tlicir 
care  and  insiruction,  the  principles  of  i)iety,  justice,  and  sacred  regaid  to  truth, 
love  to  tlieir  country,  humanity  and  uiiiverral  benevolence,  sobriety,  industry, 
and  frugality,  chastity,  moderation  and  tempeiance,  ar.d  those  other  viriuvs 
which  are  the  ornament  of  human  soci(.'ty,  and  the  basis  upon  u  hidi  a  rcpul)li- 
can  constitution  is  founded;  and  it  shall  l)e  the  duty  of  such  instructors  to 
endeavor  to  lead  their  pupils,  as  tlicir  ages  and  cajiacitics  \\\\\  admit,  iiito  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  tendency  of  the  above-mentioned  vii  lucs  to  preserve  and 
perfect  a  rcpulilican  constitution,  and  sec  ure  the  l)lessings  of  lilici  ty.  as  ̂ ell  as 
to  promote  their  future  happiness,  and  also  to  point  out  to  them  the  evil 

tendency  of  the  opposite  vit  cs." 
It  shall  l)e  the  duty  of  the  resident  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  selectmen, 

and  the  school  committees,  in  tlic  scver.d  towns,  to  exert  their  influence,  and 
use  their  best  endeavors,  that  tiie  youth  of  tlieir  towns  shall  regularly  attend 
the  schools  cstablisiied  for  their  instruction." 

[Chap,  23  :  Sec.  7  and  8.] 
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Names  of  Scholars  that  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 

WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Martha  C.  Harris 
Mary  J.  Harris 
Mary  A.  Harris 
Abbic  M.  Cliaffin 
Sarah  S.  Harris 
Harriet  A.  Harris 
Emily  A.  Phillips 
Frank  Handley 
Abram  Handley 
George  N.  Pierce 
Charles  G.  B.  Dudley 
Albert  Eouillard 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Carrie  H.  Smith 
Alice  E.  Davis 
S.  Augusta  Davis 
Sarah  J.  Eobbins 
Susan  M.  Smith 
Eben  H.  Davis 

SUMMER 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Mary  J.  Harris 
Sarah  S.  Harris 
Georgianna  Reed 
Charles  C.  P.  Dudley 
George  N.  Pierce 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Martha  C.  Harris 
Abby  P.  Wheeler 

PRIMARY 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Charles  Green 
Chauncy  Puller 
William  Billings 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Emery  Lothrop 
Alvin  M.  Lothrop 
Albert  Lothrop 
Aaron  Tuttle 

Meldon  S.  Giles 
Daniel  S.  Davis 
A.  Henry  Smith 
J.  Albert  Giles 
Everett  Wheeler 

CENTRE  SCHOOL, 

Abbie  B.  Pletcher 
Mary  M.  Tuttle 
Augusta  S.  Miles 
Mary  E.  Spaulding 
Charles  P.  Spaulding 
Hugh  Murray 
Harland  P.  Noyes 
Henry  D.  Parlin 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Abigail  M.  Coffin 
Sarah  P.  Whitney 
Ann  M.  Stcckwell 
Caroline  Puller 
Ellen  A.  Brigham 
Lucy  J.  Coolidge 

SCHOOLS. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Rachel  Sawyer 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Rozilah  Reed 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Hellen  A.  Brigh-am Ann  M.  Stockwell 
Mary  L.  Stevens Mariette  Bowers 
Mary  J.  Woodbury 

SCHOOLS. 
CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

John  Conden 
Frank  Johnson 
Lewis  Tuttle 
Edwin  Wilkins 
Quincy  Pletcher 
Otis  Porbush 
Henry  Hanscom 
Harriet  Tuttle 
Martha  Jones 
Lora  Jones 
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PRIMARY. 

South. A.  H.  Barrett, 3 14,50 43,50 

45 

36 4 

West. H.  A.  Butler. 

2i 

14,00 38,50 
57 

39 6 

Centre. A.  H.  Holden. 3 
14,00 

42,00 
51 

43 
4 

Average  wages  of  Males,  per  month.  ̂ 34,10 ;  of  Females,  ̂ (13,54. 
Town  School  Tax,  ̂ 1100,00  \  amount  received  from  Stffte  Fund,  ̂ 77,31. 













EEPORTS  OF  THE 

SelectnK^ii  and  the  ̂ Overseers  of  the  Poor 

—OF  THE— 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FROM  FEB.  26,  1854,  TO  FEB.  26,  1855. 





RECEIPTS  AND  Expenditures 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTOli 

FROM  FEB.  §6,  1854,  TO  FEB.  26,  1855. 

B.  TOLMAN,  PRINTER,  CONCORD. 
1855. 





SELECTMENS'  REPORT. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Ivory  Keyes,  for  tlie  West  School,  $234  31 
L.  R.  Forbush,    "    Centre    "  224  31 
James  Tuttle,       "    South     "  224  31 
R.  P.  Boss,        "    East      "       -  166  70 
E.  a.  Parker,      "    North     "  166  70 
Wm.  Chaplm,      "    South  East  School,      163  70 
John  Chaffin,  school  money,  4  69 
Cyrus  Wheeler,  48  hours  breaking  out  roads,    6  00 
T.  a.  F.  Jones,  30        "  "  3  75 
Charles  Wheeler,  86      "  "  10  75 
Silas  Conant,  Jr.,  64      "  "  8  00 
Tilley  Robbins,  46         "  "  5  75 
George  Wright,  19        "  "  2  38 
JohnTenney,  1853,  81  "  "  10  12 
W.  F.  Conant,  36         "  4  50 
Chas.  Tuttle,  repairing  Centre  School  House, 
1853,  9  69 

Jos.  E.  Lyon,  1  year  services  on  Town  Farm,  225  00 
"  balance  on  settlement,  80 

1  sleigh  and  1  wheel,  20  75 
Joel  Hanscomb,  for  tolling  bell  for  27  deaths, 

at  20c,  5  40 

G-eo.  Wright,  1  cord  wood  for  N.  Jones,  4  00 
do.  teaming  and  sawing  the  same,        1  50 

Tristram  Edmonds,  for  opening  hall  for  town 
1 1  times,  at  45c,  4  95 



Paid  Tristram  Edmonds,  opening  hall  for  soldiers  22 
times,  at  25c,  5  50 

do.,  lights  for  hall,  3  62 
do.,  tolling  bell  for  1  death,  20 
do.,  setting  glass,  1  50 
do.,  1  lock  and  putting  on  same,  1  08 
do.,  1  pair  steps  for  hall,  1  25 
do.,  cleaning  funnel,  1  00 
do.,  1  broom  for  hall,  25 
do.,  4  1-2  ft.  wood,  Mrs  Peck,  2  70 
do.,  11  1-4  ft.  wood,  Town  Hall,  5  96 
do.,  100  lbs.  pork  for  Town  Farm,  12  50 

Abraham  Conant,  for  meeting  Co.  Commis- 
sioners six  times  and  viewing  roads,  4  00 

do.,  taking  invoice  and  making  taxes,  1853,  7  00 
do.,  copying  taxes,  2  50 
Charles  Tuttle,  for  use  of  Town  Hall,  60  00 
Tristram  Edmonds,  cash  to  buy  goods  for 

Town  Farm,  10  00 
Samuel  Jones,  for  wood  and  assisting  W. 
Bride,  7  12 

L.  R.  Forbush,  for  repairing  bridge  near  L. 
B.  Jones'  barn,  ^  6  00 

J.  E.  Barrows,  blacksmith  bill  for  Town  Farm,  10  81 
Asa  W.  Holden,  interest  money,  25  50 
Joseph  Heed,  for  hay  on  Town  Farm,  21  56 
Samuel  Farwell,  interest  money,  105  00 
Jesse  Despeau,  town  agent  to  sell  liquor,  20  83 
Benj.  Lentell,  land  damage  for  laying  out  road,  30  00 
Joseph  Hoar,   for  repairing  fence  at  West 

School  House,  1853,  3  52 

town  of   Boxboro',    for   assisting  Franklin 
meeler,  5  47 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  school  committee, 
1853,  12  00 

Gr.  W.  Todd,  services  as  constable,  1853,  5  50 
Isaiah  Hutchins,  doctoring  W.  Bride,  11  25 
soldiers  for  1854,  385  50 
William  Reed,  repairing  road  near  Elisha  H. 
Cutler's,  35  00 

expenses  of  Nathaniel  Jones,  15  00 



Paid  repairing  West  School  House,  1854,  8  28 
abatement  of  Elias  Sweetser's  tax,  1853,  22 
printing  400  order  blanks,  2  00 

400  town  reports,  12  00 
"       350  school  reports,  18  00 

expense  of  Peter  Robbins'  family,  19  42 
Kichard  Carroll,  land  damage  for  laying  out 

new  road,  12  00 
Francis  Tuttle,  for  building  road.  So.  Acton,  200  00 
John  Grimes,  for  building  road,  So.  Acton,  200  00 
F.  &  J.  H.  Smith,  goods  delivered  F.  Wheeler,  13  00 
H.  Rowell,  1  stove  and  pipe  and  setting  the 

same  for  West  School  House,  13  26 
do.,  1  stove  and  pipe  and  setting  up  stove  for 

the  South  School  House,  17  87 
do.,  2  stoves  and  pipe  and  putting  up  stoves 

for  Centre  School  House,  35  65 
D.  L.  Veazey,  for  building  bridge  on  new 

road  near  L.' Conant's,  130  00 
Luther  Conant,  part  pay  for  building  new 

road  near  his  house,  150  00 
for  4  lamps  for  Town  Hall  and  putting  up  the 
same,  17  47 

Robert  P .  Boss,  for  damage  done  to  his  land 
by  laying  out  road,  100  00 

at  Boston,  for  S.  F.  Spalding,  22  50 
A.  Hapgood,  repairing  West  School  House  in 
1853,  3  71 

Dennis  Putman,  sawing  wood  for  Town  Hall,  1  09 
Dr.  H.  Cowdry,  services  as  school  committee 

for  1853,  25  00 
Daniel  Jones,  services  as  Town  Treasurer  for 

the  year  1853,  10  00 
witness  in  willow  case,  1  32 
John  Tenney,  settling  state  tax,  2  00 
"  "       county  tax,  75 

collecting  taxes  for  1853,  40  37 
for  ventilator  and  repairs  on  the  North  School 
House,  35  19 

Dr.  J.  M.  Miles,  for  attendance  on  paupers 
on  Town  Farm,  25  20 



Paid  Alden  Fuller,  for  putting  in  bridge  and  re- 
}Daii-ing  road- near  L.  Houghton's,  10  50 

Abel  Jones,  34  the  expense  of  A.  W.  Jones, 
from  Jan.  1,  1854,  to  Jan.  1,  1855,  121  64 

Samuel  Farwell,  interest  money,  45  00 
Abraham  Conant,  taking  invoice  and  making 

taxes  for  1854,  7  00 
do.,  for  copying  taxes,  2  50 
do.,  for  entertainment  of  Assessors,  5  00 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  taking  invoice  and  making 
taxes,  7  00 

do.,  services  as  town  clerk,  15  00 
do.,  tax  books  for  1853,  2  54 
John  Whitney,  repairing  roads,  75 
do.,  21  hours  breaking  out  roads,  2  63 
Francis  D  wight,  for  lumber  and  work  on  South 

School  House,  79  85 

James  Tuttle,  for  repaii's  on  So.  School  House,  7  38 
Luther  Conant,  for  taking  invoice  and  making 
taxes,  7  00 

for  painting  and  lettering  guide-boards,  1  00 
for  two  guide-posts,  lettering  and  setting  same,  8  00 
repairing  road,  24 
for  recording  deed,  45 
express,  1  72 
for  stationery  for  selectmen  and  postage,  .  2  00 
Daniel  Fletcher,  for  railuig  roacl  near  Joseph 
Wilde's,  6  50 

Daniel  Wetherbee,  for  store  goods,  plaster  and 
grain  on  Town  Farm,  50  73 

James  Tuttle  &  Co.,  for  store  goods  and  iron 
castings  on  Town  Farm,  71  01 

H.  Tuttle,  for  8  1-4  ft.  wood  for  Mrs  Peck,  5  00 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  for  leveling  road  near  L.  Co- 

nant's  and  plan  of  the  same,  3  00 
do. ,  for  boards  for  grade  stakes  and  setting  the 
same,  1  22 

do.,  for  books  for  Mrs  Peck's  children,  31 
postage  on  letters,  18 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  services  for  one  year,  22  83 
J.  E.  Billings,  services  for  one  year,  18  00 



Paid  Ivory  Keyes,  services  for  one  year, 
25  50 

$3974  96 
State  tax,  300  00 
County  tax,  732  53 

$5007  49 

RECEIPTS. 

Town  tax,  $3734  03 
State  tax,  300  00 
County  tax,  732  53 
Armory  rent  for  1853,  39  18 
State  School  fund  for  1854,                       .  84  72 
From  State  for  soldiers,  385  50 
Armory  rent  for  1854,  60  00. 
From  the  town  of  Berlin,  for  expense  of  W.  Bride,  8  29 
Due  from  city  of  Boston,  for  support  of  Mary  Ann 
Walcott,  27  00 

For  State  Paupers  for  1853,  8  82 
For  use  of  Town  Hall  up  to  April  3,  1854,  11  00 
From  J.  Despeau,  for  liquor  sold,  74  31 
Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  26,  1854,  1019  54 

$6484  92 
Expenditures  from  Feb.  26,  1854,  to  Feb.  26, 
1855,  $5007  49 

Balance  in  Treasui'er's  hands  Feb.  26,  1855,  $1477  43 
The  debt  against  the  town  Feb.  26,  1855,        $1750  00 

IVORY  KEYES,  )  Selectmen 
JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,  )■  of 
WM.  D.  TUTTLE,        )  Acton. 





Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FOR  ONE  YEAR  ENDING  FEB.  26,  1855. 

EXPENDITURES  ON  TOWN  FAKM. 

Goods  bought  by  J.  E.  Lyon,  in  March,  1854,  $6  52 
Blacksmith  bill,  28.71;  pork,  45.92,  74  63 
Hay  and  grass,  76  28 
Dr  J.  M.  Miles'  bill,  25  20 
Money  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  10  00 
1  sleigh  and  wheel,  20.75  ;  coffee,  6.15,  26  90 
Plaster,  2.92;  rice,  1.36,  4  28 
Salt,  2.96;  shells,  37c;  grass-seed,  3.68,  7  01 
Spices,  1.26  ;  soap,  2.41  ;  vinegar,  3.15,  16  82 
Fluid  and  oil,  4.11 ;  sugar,  6.72,  10  83 
Cloth  and  clotliing,  42.35  ;  flour,  23.72,  66  07 
Tea,  5.70;  molasses,  15.34;  tobacco,  10.20,  31  24 
Cheese,  7.85 ;  butter,  29.11 ;  meal,  36.05,  73  01 
Fish,  12.14;  oil  meal,  18.40;  rye  meal,  16.42,  46  96 
Flour  barrels,  18.45  ;  oats,  5.60,  24  05 
Peas  and  garden  seeds,  65c ;  nails  and  glass,  1.06,  1  71 
Stove  castings,  85c;  plough  do.  3.13,  3  98 

Wheelwright's  bill,  3.83  ;  wickmg,  62c,  4  45 
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Beef,  16.49  ;  Tallow,  2.25,  18  74 

Baker's  bread,  4.25  ;  potatoes,  6.25,  10  50 
Earthen  ware,  1.10  ;  tin  do.  2.76  ;  iron  do.  50c,  4  36 
Shoe  bill,  8.10 ;  saleratus  and  creamtartar,  2.37,  10  47 
Tools,  1.80  ;  wooden  ware,  4.69  ;  ham,  6.54,  13  03 
Starch,  12c  ;  camphor,  8c ;  rosin,  2c,  22 
Matches,  25c;  beans,  1.00;  rasins,  40c,  1  65 
Candles,  64c;  bottle  cherry  balsam,  83c,  1  47 
Four  cows,  137.50;  repairing  pump,  1.75,  139  25 
Repairing  barn,  75;  1  harness,  22.50,  23  25 
One  buffalo  robe,  5.87  ;  1  string  bells,  1.00,  6  87 
Newspaper  one  year,  2  00 
Potash,  8.50 ;  2  shoats,  7.25,  15  75 
Funeral  expenses  of  H.  Wood,  8  00 
Scythes  and  rakes,  2.20  ;  chisel,  50c,  2  70 
Powder  and  fuse,  45c;  bedcord,  45c;  hops,  75c,  1  65 
Labor  in  the  house,  9  25 
Cash  paid  for  Francis  Piper,  1  00 
Articles  on  hand  Feb.  26,  1854,  949  14 
Use  of  farm,  239  40 
Superintendent  of  town  farm,  200  00 

$2158  64 

RECEIPTS. 

Calves  sold,  15.67;  3  cows  sold,  67.50, 
One  cow,  17.00  ;  apples,  114,83, 
Peaches,  46.31  ;  work,  23.50, 
Skewers,  55.75;  poultry,  13.00, 
Eggs,  14.27;  1  beef  hide,  3.45, 
One  bbl.  potatoes,  3.00  ;  oats,  24.00, 
Milk  up  to  Feb.  26,  1855, 
Lard, 
Due  from  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  support  of 

Mary  Ann  Walcott, 

83  17 
131  83 

"  69  81 

68  75 
17  72 
27  00 

274  47 
5  00 

27  00 

$704  75 
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ARTICLES  ON  HAND. 

1  pr.  oxen,  135.00 ;  8  cows,  280.00, 
1  horse,  125.00;  9  tons  hay,  130.50, 
2  shoats,  16.80  ;  24  fowls,  7  92, 
80  bush,  com,  92.00;  6  do.  oats,  3.60, 
2  1-2  do.  beans,  5.62 ;  90,000  skewers,  45.00, 
1  bbl.  applesauce,  4.50;  75  bush,  potatoes,  63.75, 
36  lbs.  candles,  5.00;  8  1-2  bbls.  apples,  15.00, 
100  lbs.  pork,  11.00;  225  lbs.  beef,  15.75, 
2  1-2  bbls.  soap,  10.00  ;  30  lbs.  lard,  3.60, 
20  lbs.  butter,  5.00  ;  5  bars  soap,  70c, 
92  lbs.  ham. 

415  00 
255  50 
24  72 
95  60 

50  62 
68  25 
20  00 
26  75 
13  60 
5  70 

10  00 

Heceipts, 

Keceipts  and  articles  on  hand, 

Expenditures, 
Receipts  and  articles  on  hand. 

Expense  of  supporting  the  poor  in  Almshouse 
one  year. 

Total  amount  drawn  from  Treasury,  for  support 
of  poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

Received  for  state  paupers,  1853,  8.82 
Received  from  the  town  of  Berlin  for 

expense  of  Wilson  Bride,  8.29 

$985  74 
704  75 

$1690  49 

$2158  64 
$1690  49 

$468  15 

$228  60 

$17  11 

Cost  of  support  of  poor  out  of  Almshouse,  $211  49 

Whole  number  of  persons  in  the  Almshouse,  12 
Average  number,  9 
Present  number,  8 

IVORY  KEYES,  )  Overseers 
JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,  V-     of  the 
WM.  P.  TUTTLE.  \  Poor, 





RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

From  Feb.  26lh,  18.55,  to  Fob.  26th,  1856. 





RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OP  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

From  Feb.  26th,  1855,  to  Feb.  26th,  1856. 

CONCORD: 

BENJAMIN  TOLJyiAN,  PKINTEB. 
1856. 





SELECTMENS'  REPORT. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Adelbert  Mead,  for  the  West  School,  $801  00 
Nathan  H.  Wheeler,  "  South    "  301  00 
Daniel  Jones,            "  Centre  "  301  00 
Cyrus  Fletcher,         "  South  East  School,  212  00 
Amos  Handley,         "  North           "  226  84 
William  Wheeler,      "  East            "  226  84 
John  Chaffin,  school  money,  4  80 
School  Committee,  W.  H.  Watson,  20  00 

John  M.  Miles,  17  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  17  00 

for  printing  School  Report,  20  00 
Francis  Jones,  for  labor,  and  painting  the 

West  and  South  East  School  Houses,  18  25 
for  oil,  lead,  Japan,  putty  and  glass  for  same,  35  45 
R.  P.  Boss,  for  repairs  on  East  School  House,     1  95 
James  E.  Harris,  "  North  "  13  00 
Adelbert  J^Iead,  for  white-washing  West 

School  House,  4  50 
Adelbert  Mead,  for  repairs  on  West  S.  House,    4  77 

Francis  Dwight,  for  repairs  on  South       "  3  35 
N.  H.  Wheeler,         "           "            -  4  43 
Wm.  Wheeler,                     East          "  8  00 
Daniel  Jones,  "  Centre  "  7  99 
Wm.  Wheeler,  for  settees  and  chair  for  the 

East  School  House,  9  87 
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Paid  Samuel  Hosmer,  for  taking  invoice  and  mak- 
ing taxes,  19  50 

for  copying  taxes,  3  00 
for  tax  books,  warrants  and  paper,                   6  20 
for  entertainment  of  Assessors,  6  00 
Francis  Dwight,  for  making  taxes,                 19  50 
Daniel  Tuttle,                 "                         19  50 
Peter  Tenny,  for  digging  graves  and  attend- 

ing funerals  with  the  hearse,  for  31  per- 
sons, in  1853,                                      31  00 

for  38  persons  for  same,  in  1854,                  38  50 
for  returning  births  and  deaths  to  the  Town 

Clerk,  in  1854,  10  00 
for  returning  do.  do.  in  1855,  8  90 
for  mowing  brush  in  the  West  and  Centre 

Burying  Grounds,  .  7  00 
Luther  Conant  and  Nathan  Brooks,  for  ex- 

penses in  the  Willow  case,  361  96 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  repairs  on  the  Powder 

Mill  Bridges,  29  14 
Samuel  Farwell,  interest  money,  66  25 
Charles  Tuttle,  for  the  use  of  Town  Hall,  60  00 
Tristram  Edmonds,  balance  due  for  one 

year's  work,  _  113  98 
Nathan  Brooks,  for  building  road,    "  279  00 Francis  Tuttle,  for  lumber  for  the  Powder 

Mill  Bridges,  4  00 
for  services  as  Building  Committee,  on  the 

road  from  South  Acton  to  Stow,  and  for 
Committee  to  meet  Commissioners,  10  87 

Ebenezer  Davis,  for  fencing  road  near  his  fac- 
tory, 48  75 

W.  E.  Faulkner,  for  plank  for  the  Powder 
Mill  Bridges,  in  1853,  16  30 

Luther  Billings,  for  building  wall  on  the  road 
near  Solomon  Smith's,  68  25 

Luther  Conant,  for  building  wall  and  road 
near  his  house,  326  20 

Aaron  C.  Handley,  for  rebuilding  bridges 

near  Parker's  crossing,  99  00 
Daniel  L.  Veasey,  for  balance  due  for  build- 

ing a  bridge  and  wing  wall,  22  00 
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Paid  John  Grrimes,  in  full  for  building  road  in 
South  Acton,  56  20 

for  work  on  bridge  and  road  near  Charles 
Tuttle's,  20  75 

Francis  Tuttle,  for  building  road  in  South 
Acton,  98  35 

Samuel  Jones,  for  repairing  the  road  near 

Levi  Houghton's,  79  25 
Francis  Kinsley,  for  building  sluice  on  the 

gravel  pit  road,  9  00 
Kalpli  Lawrence,  for  building  sluice  on  the 

gravel  pit  road,  15  50 
for  plank  for  the  Powder  Mill  Bridges,  48  93 
Francis  Tuttle,  Jr.,  for  timber  for  the  Pow- 

der Mill  Bridges,  25  00 
Abraham  Conant,  for  services  as  road  com- 

mittee, 3  00 

Ivory  Keyes,  for  four  stone  guide-posts,  and 
setting  and  lettering  the  same,  20  00 

Henry  Haynes,  for  repairs  on  the  road  in 

1854  and  '55,  and  breaking  out  road  38 hours,  7  27 

Henry  Holden,  for  51  hours'  work  break- 
ing out  roads,  in  1854  and  '55,  6  37 

Alden  Fuller,  for  189  hours'  v/ork,  break- 
ing out  roads  in  1855  and  '56,  23  62 

John  Fletcher,  2d,  for  breaking  out  roads,  26  04 
Charles  Wheeler,  "  "  23  50 
Josepli  Noyes,  82  hours'  "  "  10  25 
Isaac  Barker,  230  1-2  "  "  "  28  81 
A,  Austin  Tuttle,  247 30  87 
Edward  Tuttle,  174  "  "  "  21  75 
Abel  Farrar,  92  "  "  11  50 
Chas.  Tuttle,  240  3-4  "  "  "  30  09 
W.  H.  Chapman,  150  "  "  18  75 
Silas  Conant,  140  "  "  17  50 
Wm.  Wheeler,  210  "  26  25 
for  repairing  sluice,  6  30 
Adelbert  Mead,  for  making  taxes  in  1852,  10  00 
Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  for  medical  attendance 

in  Peter  Bobbins'  femily,  20  00 
Abel  Jones,  3-4  the  expense  of  A.  W.  Jones, 
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from  Jan.  1,  1855  to  Dec.  1,  '55,  114  33 
Paid  at  the  House  of  Correction,  for  the  board  of 

Thomas  F.  and  Mary  A.  Law,  41  14 
at  Boston,  for  the   support  of  Elizabeth 
Oliver,  30  50 

town  of  Concord,  for  two  coffins  and  burial 

expenses  for  two  of  Peter  Bobbins'  family,  1100 Widow  Daniel  Barker,  10  00 
Geo.  M.  Brooks,  for  advice,  3  00 
for  printing  town  reports,  12  00 

"          notices,  2  50 
James  E.  Billings,  interest  money,  2  46 
Francis  Dwight,  for  27  lights,  sash,  1  62 
Charles  Tuttle,  for  hay  for  Town  Farm,  17  70 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  for  tax  books  in  1854,  4  50 
for  store  goods,  meal  and  plaster  for  Town 
Farm,  105  69 

for  store  goods  for  Peter  Bobbins'  family,  12  21 
R.  P.  Boss,  for  damage  of  pulling  up  fruit 

trees  on  the  new  road  near  S.  Smith's,  1  00 
the  soldiers,  476  50 
Luther  R.  Forbush,  for  settling  state  and 

county  taxes  in  1854,  2  00 
L.  B.  Forbush,  for  repairs  on  the  Centre 

School  House  in  1854,                '  2  56 for  services  as  constable  in  1854,  6  00 
Thomas  Kinsley,  for  stone  guide-post  and 
tools,  3  00 

James  Tuttle,  for  store  goods  for  Town  Farm,  92  52 
Gr.  W.  Sawyer,  for  opening  the  Town  Hall 

for  soldiers,  3  times,  at  25c,  75 
for  opening  same  for  town  meetings,  5  times, 

at  45c,  2  25 
for  splitting  and  getting  in  wood,  1  12 
for  oil  and  fluid,  10  81 
for  opening  Hall  for  Dancing  School,  10  00 
for  one  can,  33 
for  setting  glass,  92 
for  cleaning  funnel,  1  00 
cash  for  lights,  32 
for  fixing  lamps,  17 
for  tolling  bell  for  35  deaths,  at  20c,  7  00 
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Paid  James  E.  Billings,  for  services,  23  75 
Elbridge  Gr.  Parker,  20  25 
Samuel  Jones,  "  18  00 

$5177  59 
State  tax,  450  00 
County  tax,  586  00 

$6213  59 

RECEIPTS. 

Town  tax,  $4010  05 
State  tax,  450  00 
County  tax,                       ,  586  00 
Delinquents  in  highway,                           -  104  75 
Soldier's  money,  476  50 State  School  Fund,  73  48 
For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  37  00 
For  the  support  of  Mary  Ann  Walcott,  27  00 
For  grass,  50 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Feb.  26,  1855,      2091  20 

$7856  48 
Expenditures  from  Feb.  26,  '55,  to  Feb.  26,  '56,    6213  59 

Balance  in  Tren^rrpv'^  hands  Feb.  26,  1856,  $1642  89 
Debt  against  the  Town,  Feb.  26,  1856,  $1750  00 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS        )  Selectmen 
ELBRIDGE  O.  PARKER,  }•  of 
SAIdUEL  JONES,  )  Acton. 





OVEESEEES  OF  THE  POOR 

OP  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

For  oue  Year,  ending  Febrnary  26th,  1856., 

REPORT 

01"  THE 

OP  THE 

EXPENDITURES  ON  TOWN  FAEM. 

Paid  for  one  horse,  $125  00 
two  cows,  85  00 

blacksmith's  bill,  19  58 
doctor's  bill,  16  25 
for  beef,  52.75  ;  oil  meal,  44.26,  97  01 

flour,  42.86  ;  rye  meal,  24.20,  67  06 

wheelwright's  bill,  6  75 
for  boots  and  shoes,  12  83 
for  hay  and  grass,  30  64 
for  pork  and  ham,  73  28 

butter,  34.77  ;  cheese,  8.30,  43  07 
cream  tartar  and  starch,  3  52 
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Paid  for  tea,  9.54;  coffee,  9.36,  18  90 
sugar,  5.73;  soap,  2.65,  8  38 
oil  and  fluid,  5  55 
sash  and  lumber,  3  62 
salt,  2.79 ;  spices,  1.67,  4  46 
plaster,  2.45 ;  potatoes,  4.25,  6  70 
tallow,  3.14;  bread,  5.00,  8  14 
labor  on  farm,       ♦  7  50 
horse  hire,  2  00 
earthen  and  tin  ware,  5  34 
barrels,  3.39  ;  nails,  1.23,  4  62 
book  and  chairs,  2  33 
beans  and  peas,  8  17 
ropes  and  twine,  1  83 
matches,  1.00;  medicine,  83c,  1  83 
hops,  1.25  ;  brooms,  1.53,  2  78 
tools,  6  41 
meal,  30.53  ;  fish,  28.68,  59  21 
molasses,  21.01  ;  rice  and  seeds,  59c,  21  60 
vinegar,  4.58;  cloth  and  clothing,  33.48,     38  06 

$797  22 
Articles  on  hand  Feb.  26,  1855,  $985  ̂ 74 
Use  of  farm,  239  40 
Superintendent,  250  00 

  $1475  14 

$2272  36 

EECEIPTS. 

For  one  horse,  $160  00 
oxen,  145  00 
two  cows,  31  25 
calves,  18  87 
apples,  10  00 
poultry  and  eggs,  19  24 
skewers,  50  00 
labor  on  the  highway,  44  25 
breaking  out  roads  in  1856,  5  00 
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For  lioop  poles,  /.  4  90 

beef  hide,  "  4  16 milk,  .  295  19 

$787  86 

Articles  on  hand.  'J^'^' 

10  tons  hay,  '  ■  $195  00 7  cows,  281  00 
12  bushels  beans,  86  00 
1  horse,  125  00 
20  fowls,  10  00 
7  barrels  apples,  10  50 
180  lbs.  hams,  16  90 
180  bushels  potatoes,  65  00 
475  lbs.  beef  and  tallow,  38  25 
120  lbs.  pork  and  lard,  15  00 
60  bushels  corn,  68  00 

150  M.  skewers,                                      '  50  00 Flour  and  butter,  8  50 . 
Fish,  4  00 

$868  15 
Receipts,  787  86 

Receipts  and  articles  on  hand,  $1651  01 
Expenditures,  ^  $2272  36 

Expense  of  supporting  tlie  poor  in  the  Almshouse 
one  year,  $621  35 

Amount  drawn  from  the  Treasurer  for  support  of 
poor  out  of  Almshouse,  $239  18 

Whole  number  of  persons  in  tl^  Almshouse,  22 
Average    "  "  "  "  14 
Present  16^ 
Average  weekly  cost,  85c. 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,       )  Overseers 
ELBRIDGE  G.  PARKER,  V  of 
SAMUEL  JONES,  )  the  Poor. 









RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THU 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FROM  FEBRUARY  26,  1857,  TO  FEB.  26,  1858; 

BENJAMIN  TOLMAN,  PRINTER,  CONCORP. 

1858. 





SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Francis  Dwigbt,  for  making  and  taking  in- 
voice, 14  days,  for  1856,  $21  75 

for  support  of  Elizabeth  Oliver,  11  75 
for  Sarah  Spaulding,  7  50 
burial  expenses  of  a  child  of  C.  M.  Robbins,  3  00 
Caroline  M.  Robbins,  and  mother,  10  75 
printing  town  reports,  13  00 
T.  G.  F.  Jones,  repairs  on  centre  school  house,  5  35 
Moses  Taylor,  armory  rent  to  1st  Jan.  1857,  40  00 
Charles  Tuttle,  for  town  hall  one  year,  to 

March  1857,  60  00 
John  Heald,  abatement  of  tax,  92 
Levi  W.  Stevens,  for  repairs  on  west  school 
house,  15  42 

George  W.  Sawyer,  tolling  bell  for  11  deaths,    2  20 
Hannah  Litchfield,  interest  money,  105  00 
George  H,  S.  Brown,  for  services  carrying 

on  the  town  farm,  from  April  1st,  1856,  to 
April  1st,  1857,  138  00 

Samuel  F.  Hosmer,  for  taking  care  of  town 
hall,  and  opening  twenty-nine  times,  14  50 

washing  hall,  1  14 
broom,  box  and  lamp,  55 

wood  and  cutting,                              ^  ,v„  4  75 
camphene  and  fluid,  13  81 
Luther  Conant,  taking  invoice  and  making 

taxes,  fourteen  days,  for  1856,  21  00 
Henderson  Rowell,  two  stoves  for  school  house,  20  25 
Daniel  M.  Handley,  for  breaking  roads,  1  50 
Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  for  services  as  school 

committee,  for  1856-7,  5  00 
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Paid  for  breaking  roads,  8  25 
William  Reed,  3d,  for  laying  wall  near 

James  Keyes'  house,  15  75 
Wintbrop  F.  Conant,  for  repairing  road  in 

South  Acton,  9  37 

"William  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  town  clerk,  15  00 
for  grading  and  making  plan  of  road,  2  50 
fur  stationery,  80 
express  charges,  1  18 
collecting  births  and  recording  same,  8  80 
Jas.  E.  Keyes,  school  money  for  No.  District,  213  01 
John  Fletcher.  2d,                  S.  East  "  213  01 
Elbridge  Bobbins,                   East  213  00 
Francis  D  wight,       "              South  313  01 
Moses  Taylor,                        Centre    "  313  01 
Simon  Ilosmer,  West  313  01 
Samuel  Hosmer,  taking  invoice  and  making 

taxes,  twenty  days,  30  00 
copying  taxes,  3  00 
entertainment  of  assessorss,  5  00 
books  and  stationery,  5  00 
meeting  county  commissioners,  and  measur- 
ing roads,  2  50 

Moses  Taylor,  armory  rent,  from  Jan.  1st, 
to  July  1st,  1857,  20  00 
Luther  R.  Forbush,  for  collecting  taxes  in 

full,  for  the  year  1856,  36  40 
abatement  of  William  Wild's  tax,  for  1856,  1  14 
notifying  town  meetings,  6  20 
Adalbert  Mead,  services  as  school  committee, 

for  1856-7,  10  00 
for  shingles  for  the  town  farm,  34  25 
Elbridge  Robbins,  for  8  cows,  for  town  farm,  464  00 
Daniel  Harris,  for  stono  post  for  burying  yard,  23  00 

railing  road  near  Robbins'  saw  mill,  2  00 
one  day  assisting  the  family  of  Lewis  Chaffin 

at  his  death,  1  00 
Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  for  printing  school  report,  25  00 
John  Whiting,  repairing  sluice  near  John 
Dakins,  3  67 

Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  for  rebuilding  bridge 

near  E.  Davis'  factory,  130  00 
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Paid  Samuel  Jones,  for  laying  wall  near  the  house 
of  Henry  Haynes,  80  00 

William  Hosmer,  for  repairing  road  near 

D wight's  factory,  7  50 
Samuel  Jones,  building  sluice  near  Gray's store,  13  70 
Winthrop  F.  Conant,  for  building  bridge 

near  the  house  of  John  Hapgood  and  re- 
pairing road,  105  00 

Geo  H  Harris,  for  repairing  hearse,  5  00 
Luther  R.  Forbush,  for  paying  state  and 

county  tax,  185G,  2  00 
notifying  town  officers  to  take  oath  of  office 

fur  1857,  3  60 
interest  on  state  tax,  for  1856,  18  00 
Freeman  Puffer,  repairing  road  in  So.  Acton,    6  00 
James  Tuttle,  for  store  goods  for  town  farm,  198  62 
George  H.  Frost,    "  72  02 
for  goods  for  Lewis  Chaffin's  family,  56  10 
estate  of  Henry  Iloldcn,  one  day  hiring  man 

on  town  farm,  1  00 
use  of  room,  25 
keeping  foreigner,  37 
viewing  roads  and  bridges,  2  00 
going  to  town  farm,  50 
journey  to  Concord,  50 
printing  amendments  to  constitution,  1  50 
journey  to  Lowell,  2  00 
William  IL  Gray,  for  store  goods,  for  A. 

Gladhill's  family,  5  17 
F.  Tuttle,  for  wood  for  same  family,  5  34 
Samuel  Jones,  services  as  selectman,  11  25 
overseeing  poor,  4  00 
making  report,  3  00 
Henry  Chapman,  for  keeping  foreigners,  2  75 
Frederick  Kouillard,  services  as  selectman,  11  00 
overseeing  poor,  4  00 
making  report,  3  00 
Francis  Dwight,  for  making  taxes,  six  one 

half  days,  for  1857,  9  75 
repairing  south  school  house,  3  50 
coffin  and  robe  for  Lewis  Chaffin,  7  50 
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Paid  Daniel  Wetlierbee,  for  services  as  selectman,  8  00 
overseeing  poor,  4  00 
making  report,  5  00 
printing  list  of  voters,  4  00 

for  flour  and  grain,  for  Lewis  Chaffin's  family,  15  58 
for  oil  meal,  and  grain  for  town  farm,  242  21 
at  Lowell,  for  support  of  Sarah  Jane  Oliver,  6  00 
William  Reed  2d,  wood  for  Mrs.  H.  Tuttle,  5  31 
Elbridge  Robbins,  for  stove  for  east  district,  10  50 
repairing  school  house,  5  50 
Isaac  Barker,  breaking  roads,  13  25 
Townsend  Bank,  600  00 
Reuben  Wheeler,  sawing  wood  for  Lewis 
Chaffin,  4  50 

James  Tuttle,  for  goods  delivered  Franklin 
Wheeler,  13  16 

Bradley  Stone,  for  taking  invoice  and  ma- 
king taxes,  thirteen  days,  19  50 

taking  census,  1  50 
Alden  Fuller,  repairing  road  near  Levi 
Houghton's,  23  50 

Benjamin  Butler,  for  services  rendered  for 
Sarah  Tarbell,  20  00 

Israel  G.  Cox,  for  land  damages,  11  49 
Sarah  L.  Bowker,  for  land,  23  28 
Ebenezer  Davis,  for  wood  for  Lewis  Chaffin,  14  75 
Henry  Roberson,  meat  for  Lewis  Chaffin,  7  55 
L.  R.  Forbush  for  money  paid  soldiers,  385  50 

Expenditures,  5048  73 
State  Tax,  900  00 
County  Tax,  732  52 

Total,  $6681  25 
Overdrawn  last  year,  260  97 

RECEIPTS. 

Town  tax,  $4639  48 
Delinquent  in  highways  185.6»  26  42 
State  tax.  900  00 
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County  tax,  732  52 
Soldier  money,  385  50 
Armory  rent,  40  00 
School  fund,  78  05 
Use  of  town  hall,  36  75 
Money  borrowed  Townsend  Bank,  590  67 
James  E.  Billings,  500  00 
Frederick  Rouillard,  200  00 

$8129  39 
Expenditures  from  Feb.  26,  1857,  to  Feb.  26, 
1858,  $6942  22 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  Feb.  26,  1858,    $1187  17 
The  town  owes  notes  of  $2450. 

DANIEL  WETHERBEE,  )  Selectmen 

FRED'K  ROUILLARD,  }■  of 
SAMUEL  JONES,  )  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb,  26,  1858. 



REPORT  OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FOR  ONE  YEAR  ENDING  FEB.  26,  1858. 

EXPENDITURES  ON  TOWN  FARM. 

Paid  for  one  cow,  43.00  ;  repairing  cart,  2.75,  45  75 
slioates,  68.47  ;  use  of  wagon,  .67,  69  14 
bread,  6.66  ;  use  of  bull,  4.00,  10  66 
painting,  1.50  ;  blacksmitliing,  19.88,  21  38 
fresh  meat,  15.69  ;  repairing  clock,  .25,  15  94 
tin  ware,  .97  ;  expenses  to  Boston,  1.92,  2  89 
cash  pauper,  1.00 ;  pasturing  cow,  6.00,  7  00 
potatoes,  4.00  ;  pasturing  oxen,  16.00,  20  00 
butchering,  2.00  ;  shingling  barn,  12.25,  14  25 
labor  digging  well,  5.75  ;  ox  bow,  .12,  5  87 
labor  laying  wall,  8.25  ;  medicine,  .50,  8  75 
pump  and  pipe,  44.46  ;  filing  saw,  .12,  44  68 
stove,  18.00  ;  turkeys,  4.50,  22  50 
chickens,  4  00 
expenses  to  Cambridge,  50 
turnips,  .62  ;  wood  for  skewers,  7.97,  8  59 
repairing  axes,  1.22  ;  paper,  2.00,  3  22 
sawing,  2.31  ;  wagcn,  50.50,  52  81 
lumber,  .45;  labor  haying,  2.50,  2  95 
hinges,  .45  ;  labor  digging  stones,  1.83,  2  28 
labor  on  farm,  planting,  mowing,  &c.,  20  50 
expense  to  Brighton,  1  92 
repairing  harness,  1  70 
oats  standing,  25  00 



Paid  for  seed  corn,  .37  ;  trough,  2.00,  2  37 
cart  boxes,  25 
Agnes  Wilson  labor  in  house,  40  00 
cart,  23  00 

interest  on  James  Tuttle's  bill,  6  19 
mop  handle,  .17  ;  lime,  .23  ;  40 
grass  seed,  5.45  ;  oil,  .38  ;  fluid,  4.50,  10  33 
shovel.  1  00 
cultivator  and  plow  point,  6  62 
bog  hoe,  1.00  ;  cythes,  4.74,  5  74 
repairing  shoes,  3.23  ;  bug  poison,  .12,  3  35 
2  oxen  and  yoke,  158.00  ;  spice,  1.38,  159  38 
butter,  40.00 ;  ginger,  1.10,  41  10 
cheese,  29.24 ;  vinegar,  7.66,  36  90 
molasses,  29.59  ;  whetstones,  .37,  29  96 
sugar,  18.83  ;  nails,  5.53,  24  36 
fish,  21.89  ;  thread  .23,  22  12 
guano,  10.95  ;  tools,  .89,  11  84 
cloth  and  clothing,  23.34;  oil,  1.44,  24  78 

grass,  20.50  ;  raisins,  84,  21  34  • 
salt  beef,  16.00;  pepper,  31,  16  31 
tea,  15.32;  rice,  55,  15  87 
lead,  6.24 ;  rye,  2.00,  8  24 
cream  tartar,  1.80  ;  stocking  and  yarn,  3.33,  5  13 
coffee,  8.10;  apple  pearer,  .92,  9  02 
paper,  2.86  ;  wooden  ware  and  pails,  2.66,    5  52 
glass,  ,69;  mittins,  1.12,  1  81 
boots  and  shoes,  11.29;  salt,  3.83,  15  12 
saleratus,  1.24;  bags,  .50,  1  74 
clothes  line  bed  cords,  1.55  ;  razor,  .45,       2  00 

interest  on  G.  W.  Frost's  bill,  2  07 
interest  on  Wetherbee's  bill,  5  12 
barrels,  13.74  ;  flour,  57.50,  71  24 
bees  wax,  .42  ;  rye  meal,  35.88,  36  30 
wick  yarn,  .32  ;  oil  meal,  91.68,  92  00 
tobacco,  4.50  ;  8  cows,  464.00,  468  50 
scraps,  1.24;  cattle  cards,  .16,  1  40 
sage,  .12  ;  lard  fat,  .72,  84 
dried  apple,  1.28;  starch,  .36,  1  64 
•wood  saw,  .62  ;  rakes,  .43,  1  05 
soap,  11.77  ;  brooms,  3.04,  14  81 
whip  lashes,  .25  ;  salt  pork,  34.04,  34  29 
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Paid  for  ham,  8.96  ;  basket,  .38.  9  34 

powder,  21  ;  China  eggs,  .30,  "'  hi 
rosin,  .12  ;  suspenders,  .18,  30 
liquor,  .93;  plaster,  3.50;  shorts,  1.45,  5  88 
meal,  79  12 

$1782  48 
Interest  on  stock  and  tools  on  farm,  239  40 
Superintendent,  325  00 

$2346  88 
Articles  on  hand  Feb.  26,  1858,  1166  18 

3513  06 

Articles  on  Hand, 

2  oxen,  140.00  ;  15  cows,  675.00,  $815  00 
1  horse,  125.00;  20  baskets  corn,  8.00,  133  00 
25  baskets  oats,  17  50 
8  1-2  bushel  beans,  17.00  ;  seeds,  5.00,  22  00 
7  tons  hay,  84.00  ;  husks  and  stalks,  5.00,  89  00 
4  hogs,  68.00 ;  salt,  1.00,  69  00 
1-2  barrel  flour,  3  37 
200  lbs  fresh  meat,                                    ,      20  00 
2  1-2  barrels  apples,  6  00 
250  lbs  ham,  27.50  ;  275  lbs  beef,  22.00  49  50 
450  lbs.  of  pork,  49.50;  pickles,  3.00,  52  50 
25  fish,  1.00  ;  soap,  2.00,  3  00 
30  bushels  potatoes,  15.00  ;  vinegar,  1.00,  16  00 
115  lbs  lard,  13.80;  butter,  2.00,  15  80 
12  lbs  tea,  4.04  ;  12  lbs  coffee,  1..50,  5  54 
3  lbs.  tobacco,  60;  45  doz  candles,  6.30,  6  90 
fowls,  12  50 
320  1-2  thousand  skewers,  102  45 
horse  wagon  bought  this  season,  ,  50  50 
one  cart,  23.00  ;  stove,  18.00,  41  00 
pump  and  pipe,  44  46 
cultivator,  4.00;  yoke,  4.00,  8  00 

$1583  02 
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RECEIPTS. 

calves,  76,71 ;  oats,  22.38, 
COW,  t^.uu  f  iiiiiii,  oLo.oyjf 
skewers,  56.47  ;  hay,  2.00, 
potatoes,  .20;  lard,  1.54, 

hide,  3.28  ;  oxen,  160.35, 

Cash  on  hand, 

99  09 
OO  i  0\} 
58  47 
1  74 

OS 
163  63 

156  07 

$1096  83 
$1583  02 

Receipts  aad  articles  on  hand, $2679  85 

Expenditures, 
Receipts  and  articles  on  hand. 

3513  06 
2679  85 

Total  amount  of  supporting  poor  one  year, $833  21. 

Paid  for  shingles  for  farm. 34  25 

Bills  Paid  to  Persons  not  on  Farm. 

Lewis  Chaffin's  family, IMrs.  H.  Tuttle  for  wood, 
Sarah  Spaulding, 
Elizabeth  Oliver, 
CM.  Robbins  and  mother, 

Anson  Gladhill's  family, Sarah  Jane  Oliver, 

$99  48 
5  31 
7  50 11  75 

13  75 

10  51 
6  00 

Average  number  of  paupers  10  ;  weekly  cost,  1.60* 

Amount  drawn  from  treasury  for  support  of 
the  poor  on  the  farm  for  one  year,  $541  85 
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The  farm  is  now  in  good  condition,  and  there  is  from  75 
to  100  dollars  worth  of  manure  on  hand  more  than  in  any 
former  year,  but  there  had  ought  to  be  laid  out  in  repair- 

ing the  house  from  one  to  two  hundred  dollars,  the  pres«it 
season. 

PANIEL  WETHERBEE, )  Overseer* 
FRED'K  ROUILLARD,    y  of 
SAMUEL  JONES.         )  the  Po«l'. 

Acton,  Feh.  26,  1858. 
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EEPORT. 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report,  agreeably  with  the  laws 
of  our  Commonwealth,  your  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  town  to  the  rather  singular,  and  very  unfortunate  circumstance 
of  an  entire  change  of  your  School  Committee. 

The  three  clergymen  who  were  legally  chosen  at  the  last  April 
meeting,  have  all  left  town.  Mr.  Stinson  and  Mr.  Woodbury  left 

prior  to  the  close  of  the  Summer  Schools  ;  and  your  worthy  chair- 
man, Mr.  Richardson,  left  about  the  nliddle  of  the  winter  term. 

He  labored  as  having  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  ;  the 

goodness  of  his  heart  was  especially  manifest  in  the  school-room^ 
We  hope  that  his  life  may  be  spared  to  return  again  to  his  family, 
and  his  labors. 

We  take  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  prosperous  condition  of  our 
schools.  Everything  has  gone  on  harmoniously  without  anything 
to  mar  the  good  feelings  of  the  several  districts.  There  has  been 

no  open  disturbance  in  schools,  or  contempt  of  the  teachers'  author- 
ity* In  comparing  the  present  condition  of  our  schools  with  the 

past,  great  improvement  is  manifest :  in  the  amount  of  money 

raised, — in  the  comfortable  houses, — in  the  interest  manifested  by 
the  parents  and  guardians, — in  the  qualification  of  teachers, — in  the 
simplifying  of  books,  &c.  Though  much  has  been  attained,  a  great 
deal  more  remains  to  be  accomplished  before  our  schools  will  have 
attained  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which  the  rising  generation  will 
require  at  our  hands. 
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One  great  fault  of  our  schools  is,  in  having  too  great  a  numbef 
of  classes.  For  instance  :  in  some  schools,  there  are  three  or  four 

classes  in  geography,  where  there  should  be  only  two ;  so  likewise  in 
grammar,  and  arithmetic.  This  multiplicity  of  classes  wastes  the 
time  of  the  teacher,  and  confuses  the  school. 

Another  error  is,  a  deficiency  of  dictionaries.  In  visiting  the 
schools  the  first  of  the  winter  term,  we  were  particular  to  ascertain 
how  many  there  were  in  each  school ;  and  in  no  school  did  we  find 

more  than  four  or  five,  and  in  one,  the  S.  East,  not  a  single  diction- 
ary save  the  one  presented  by  the  State.  In  this  there  is  an  over- 
sight somewhere.  Among  the  whole  catalogue  of  school  books,  we 

consider  the  dictionary  the  most  indispensable  of  all  books  for  the 

first  classes.  Without  it,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  get  their  read- 
ing and  spelling  lessons,  or  proceed  with  any  of  their  studies  as 

they  ought. 
Kossuth,  when  he  was  imprisoned,  had  the  privilege  of  choosing 

three  books,  which  he  could  keep  by  him  for  his  own  use.  He  se- 

lected Walker's  Dictionary,  Shakspeare,  and  the  Bible.  From 
those  three  books,  he  obtained  all  his  knowledge  of  the  English 
language.  What  knowledge  he  obtained  of  the  language  from  those 
books,  those  who  have  read  his  speeches  in  the  United  States,  can 
judge.  We  hope,  before  another  term  commences,  parents  and 
guardians  will  see  to  it,  that  all  their  children  in  the  first  class,  are 
furnished  with  a  dictionary. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Your  committee  believe  that  our  schools  may  be  greatly  improv- 
ed by  a  system  of  gradation,  as  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 

the  Board  of  Education.  As  our  schools  now  are,  there  are  too 

many  branches  of  study  'ntroduced  into  one  school.  Many  of  the 
scholars  in  town,  who  have  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of  the  ele- 

mentary branches,  wish  to  take  up  the  higher.  To  do  this,  they 
must  be  studied  in  our  common  schools,  or  not  at  all,  as  there  is  no 

other  school  in  town  ;  and  to  go  out  of  town,  incurs  a  greater  ex- 
pense than  many  are  able  to  bear.  To  remedy  this  evil,  your  com- 

mittee would  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  Central  High 
School.    Then  we  shall  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  gradation.  We 
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now  have  the  Primary  and  the  Intermediate,  and  to  render  out 

common  school  system  complete,  we  want  a  High  School. 
It  is  not  that  the  committee,  or  the  friends  of  this  measure,  wish 

to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  town,  for  we  believe  it  is  really  the 

best  economy, — an  actual  saving.  Now,  hundreds  of  dollars  are 
annually  paid  out  of  town,  for  children  to  pursue  studies  for  which 
there  is  no  school  in  town.  We  pay  teachers  thirty  dollars  per 
month,  and  more,  for  teaching  the  elementary  branches,  which,  if 
our  schools  were  graded,  would  not  cost  more  than  half  that  sum. 

Adopt  this  system,  and  we  can  employ  teachers  adapted  to  each 

school.  Now,  we  have  to  pay  thirty,  or  thirty-six  dollars  per 
month,  for  teaching  many  of  our  smallest  children. 

This  measure  is  democratic  ;  it  is  giving  to  all  an  equal  chance,— 
to  the  poor  as  well  as  the  more  wealthy.  It  will  remove  all  those 

higher  branches  of  study  from  the  common  schools,  which  by  many 

are  considered  an  evil.  It  may  be  urged  by  some  as  an  ol)j(^ctionj 
that  scholars  will  have  too  great  a  distance  to  go  to  school,  which  is 

as  valid  as  any :  but  we  do  not  consider  it  sufficiently  strong  to  over^ 
balance  the  many  arguments  in  favor  of  a  high  school.  IIow  has 
it  been  where  we  have  had  a  private  school  for  a  few  weeks  ?  Have 

not  scholars  attended  from  the  remotest  part  of  the  town  ?  Aye,  and 

from  out  of  town.  And  it  is  no  worse  for -many  than  few  to  go  the 
same  distance.  A  high  school  rightly  conducted,  under  the  care  of 

an  efficient  school  committee,  will  give  a  higher  tone  to  societyj 
elevate  the  >  character,  and  increase  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
town.  If  we  neglect  to  do  something  of  this  kind,  we  fear  the 
town  will  not  continue  to  prosper  and  increase  as  it  has  done,  but 

will  decline.  Many  will  leave  town  for  the  sole  purpose  of  educat- 
ing their  children.  Very  few  people  feel  able  to  board  their  children 

out  of  town  to  gain  an  education.  They  must  either  go  with  their 
children  to  some  other  town  where  they  can  have  free  access  to 

privileges  for  an  education,  or  remain  at  home  and  forego  those  priv- 
ileges. Since,  then,  our  children  have  to  get  their  education  in  our 

common  schools,  which  form  the  basis  of  our  republican  form  of 
government,  and  all  our  New  England  institutions,  and  by  which 
they  are  to  be  perpetuated ;  shall  we  not  adopt  some  measure  which 
will  make  our  common  schools  capable  of  giving  such  an  education 
as  is  required  by  the  character  of  the  times  ? 



6 

We  number  over  1,600  inhabitants,  and  have  a  valuation  of 

$541,225.00,  and  for  the  last  few  years  have  generously  raised  the 
sum  of  $1,100  for  our  common  schools.  Few  towns  in  our  county, 
according  to  valuation,  have  done  better ;  yet  there  are  some.. 
Stoneham,  with  a  population  of  over  2,000,  and  a  valuation  of  less 
than  $500,000,  has  raised  the  liberal  sum  of  $1,700  for  schools. 
Now  we  would  not  ask  the  town  to  erect  an  expensive  house,  or 
very  much  increase  the  sum  which  we  have  appropriated  for  schools 
the  past  two  or  three  years.  We  believe  that  $1,200  will  be 
enough,  and  will  amply  carry  out  our  purpose,  after  furnishing  a 

suitable  school-room,  and  that,  we  think,  is  already  built.  We 
submit  this  question  to  the  consideration  of  the  town,  with  a  full 
confidence  that  it  will  give  it  that  deliberation  which  this  subject 

requires. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  Summer  Schools, 

as  written  out  by  the  Rev.  H.  Richardson,  late  chairman  of  your 
Committee. 

The  West  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  Stone.  The  order 

was  good,  and  the  improvement  excellent.  She  justly  won  the 
praise  of  all  concerned.  After  she  had  taught  about  a  fortnight  her 
school  was  found  to  be  so  numerous  that  it  was  thought  advisable 
that  another  teacher  should  be  brought  in  to  take  a  portion  of  the 
charge.  Accordingly  Miss  Evelina  N.  Blaisdell  was  engaged  to 
assume  that  work.  Possessed  of  a  good  share  of  force  and  energy, 
added  to  a  good  taste,  she  succeeded  in  every  respect  except  a  little 
deficiency  in  government,  which  she  doubtless  would  have  overcome 
in  a  second  effort. 

The  schools  at  the  South,  the  Centre,  and  the  East,  were  taught  as 
the  summer  before,  by  Misses  A.  H.  Barrett,  A.  Holden,  and  M.  A, 
Holden,  with  their  usual  good  success.  Perhaps  Miss  B.  more  than 
equalled  her  former  fame.  We  think  however  it  would  be  more 
decorous  on  her  part  at  her  final  examination,  to  yield  the  guidance 
of  that  work  to  the  School  Committee.  What  is  their  proper  right, 
she  should  concede. 

The  Nortll  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Lucy  Barnard.    It  wa& 
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her  first  effort  in  this  employment,  and  a  happy  one.  She  came  into 

her  school  well  qualified  in  every  respect  to  assume  its  responsibili- 
ties, and  she  nobly  sustained  them.  As  such  she  deserves  marked 

praise  for  all  concerned. 
The  South  East  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Alice  L.  Balcom,  of 

Sudbury.  She  labored  faithfully  and  patiently,  and  with  some  suc- 
cess, but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  her  labors  deserved,  and  would  have 

been  the  case,  had  not  the  school  been  broken  up  by  the  Measles, 

and  what  we  shall  denominate  "  The  Berry  Fever,"  the  latter  of 
which  afflicted  several  of  the  other  schools  as  well  as  this.  Against 

this  evil,  as  well  as  others,  we  would  caution  parents  and  all  inter- 
ested. 

WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

The  East  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  of  this 

town.  Mr.  C.  is  a  man  well  known  among  us  as  an  able  and  suc- 
cessful teacher.  This  was  his  third  term  in  this  district.  His  time 

and  energies  were  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  school ;  His  am- 
bition was  to  make  his  school  just  what  it  should  be.  The  scholars 

of  this  school  seemed  to  partake  of  the  spirit  of  their  teacher ; 

consequently  there  was  good  order,  and  a  corresponding  advance- 
ment. Though  no  branch  of  study  was  neglected,  yet  writing 

received  particular  attention ;  as  not  only  the  regular  daily  exercise 
was  attended  to,  but  many  evenings  were  devoted  to  this  useful  art. 
We  think  the  writing  in  this  school  was  superior  to  any  other  school 
in  town.  The  classes  in  grammar  deserve  particular  notice.  The 
first  class  will  compare  well  with  any  class  in  town.  The  second 
class,  ten  in  number  manifested  great  improvement.  At  the  final 
examination,  this  school  appeared  as  well  as  any  in  town.  The 

whole  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  this  school  was  47.  Av- 
erage attendance  41. 

The  North  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Bowers.  He  is 
well  known  to  you  as  an  excellent  and  successful  teacher.  For 
four  successive  seasons  he  has  labored  in  our  schools  in  a  manner 

equally  honorable  to  himself,  and  acceptable  to  his  employers.  He 
wrought  a  decided  change  in  the  character  of  this  school.  He  in- 

fused into  it  his  own  life,  energy,  and  love  of  study,  and  with  those, 
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a  full  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  that  they  could  become  good 
scholars.  It  was  not  wonderful  that  much  was  expected  of  this 

teacher,  nor  was  it  strange  to  us  that  his  success  exceeded  the  ex- 
pectations even  of  the  most  sanguine.  The  distinguishing  feature 

of  this  school  was,  its  good  order  ;  and  in  this,  every  scholar  seemed 
to  feel  that  he  or  she  had  an  equal  interest  with  the  teacher ;  we 

observe,  too,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  there  was  great  improve- 
ment in  manners,  and  all  the  proper  pursuits  of  school.  The  im- 

provement in  writing  was  remarkably  good, — second  to  no  school 

in  town,  —  Mr.  Conant's  excepted.  Beautiful  prize-books  were 
presented  by  the  teacher,  to  the  scholars  making  the  improvement ; 
and  to  those  keeping  the  neatest  book.  All  the  exercises  of  the 
examination  were  in  good  taste  and  style.  The  grammar  classes 
deserve  particular  notice.  The  excellence  of  the  first  class,  and  the 
spirit  and  progress  of  the  second,  eleven  in  number,  (all  of  whom 

commenced  this  term,)  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  We  were  pleas- 
ed to  see  so  large  a  proportion  of  boys  in  this  class.  The  reading 

was  uncommonly  good ;  correct  in  tone,  inflections,  and  spirit ; — 
showing  not  only  thorough  and  accurate  teaching,  but  a  good  knowl- 

edge of  the  subject  of  which  they  read ;  without  which,  no  one  can 
be  a  reader.  In  this  connection,  the  committee  are  pleased  to  see 

that,  with  Mr.  Bowers,  the  Dictionary  is  a  great  book,  and  with  the 
scholars,  the  daily  practice  of  spelling  and  defining  words  from  the 
reading  lessons,  is  a  very  interesting  exercise.  Mr.  Bowers  richly 
deserves  a  good  name,  and  great  praise. 

The  South  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  James  M.  Burnham,  of 
Hopkinton,  N.  H.  Mr.  B.  is  a  genuine  son  of  the  Granite  State ; 

a  man  of  much  energy  of  character,  bold,  frank,  and  honest, — pos- 
sessing a  good  education,  and  a  good  share  of  ability  as  a  teacher. 

He  was  employed  to  teach  this  school  on  the  express  condition  that 

he  should  keep  good  order ;  and  in  this  he  was  abundantly  success- 
ful. There  was  also  a  corresponding  degree  of  improvement  in 

studies.  We  think  we  may  safely  say  that  the  South  School  has 
not  been  in  so  good  standing  for  several  years,  as  at  the  present 
time.  The  final  examination  was  creditable  alike  to  both  teacher 

and  scholars.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  this 
school  was  39.    The  average  attendance  34. 
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Much  praise  is  due  Mr.  Wright,  the  Prudential  Committee  of 
this  district,  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  schools. 

The  West  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Nourse,  of  Bolton ; 
a  man  of  good  education  and  well  qualified  for  his  business.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  want  of  that  interest,  in  this  school,  which  has  so 

long  characterized  it,  and  made  it  rank  foremost  among  our  schools. 
But  perhaps  this  may  be  accounted  for,  by  the  fact,  that  a  large 
majority  of  its  best  scholars  have  left  the  school,  for  more  active 
spheres  of  labor.  The  order  in  the  school  was  generally  good, 

although  toward  the  close  of  the  term,  we  saw  some  signs  of  relax- 
ation in  discipline.  The  final  examination  was  quite  satisfactory  ; 

some  of  the  scholars  showed  a  degree  of  attainment  in  their  studies 

which  proved  that  they  at  least  had  been  interested.  The  register 
of  this  school  showed  that  there  had  been  much  tardiness  during 
the  term,  which  is  another  proof  of  want  of  interest  in  the  school. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  this  school,  was  53.  • 
Average  attendance,  45. 

The  Centre  School  was  taught  by  F.  W.  Pelton,  of  Union  Col- 
lege. Having  taught  a  private  school  in  the  same  district  the  au- 

tumn previous,  and,  with  the  addition  of  some  good  scholars  from 
the  East  district,  we,  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  anticipated 
this  school  would  be,  on  the  final  examination,  the  best  in  town. 

In  this,  we  regret  to  say,  our  expectations  were  not  realized.  There 

was  a  want  of  dignity  of  deportment,  and  stability  of  character  re- 
quisite to  command  the  respect  due  to  a  teacher.  Consequently, 

the  order  was  not  good.  In  this  school,  there  were  20  scholars  over 

15  years  of  age ;  and  nearly  all  of  them  good  scholars  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term.  The  large  girls  evinced  the  greatest  de- 

gree of  improvement :  which  we  account  for  by  their  receiving  an 

undue  share  of  the  teacher's  attention.  The  first  class  in  Grammar, 
Mental  Philosophy,  and  Reading,  were  good.  The  smaller  portion 
of  the  school,  for  the  want  of  good  order  and  attention,  manifested 

but  very  little,  if  any,  improvement.  But  36  out  of  52,  were  pres- 
ent at  the  final  examination.    The  average  attendance,  44. 

The  South-East  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Lucy  Barnard.  Of 
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her  qualifications,  we  have  already  spoken.  Although  this  school 
is  not  large,  it  has  ihe  reputation  of  being  a  hard  school  to  govern. 
The  teacher  has  undoubtedly  labored  very  faithfully,  and  we  think, 
with  a  good  degree  of  success.  The  order  was  creditable.  The 

large  boys  always  behaved  respectfully  whenever  the  school  was 
visited  by  the  committee.  Yet  we  fear  that  their  conduct  has  not 
always  been  what  it  ought  to  be.  If  our  schools  were  graded,  and 
a  few  laige  boys  taken  from  this  school,  we  think  it  would  be  a  very 
easy  school  for  a  female  to  teach  in  the  winter,  as  well  as  summer. 
This  school  has  already  kept  18  weeks,  a  term  quite  too  long,  we 

think,  to  be  profitable.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  belonging 
to  this  school,  was  38.    Average  attendance,  2S^. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  South  School  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  H.  Barrett.  We  expect- 
ed much  of  this  school,  but  it  exceeded  our  expectations.  We  con- 

sider this  a  model  school.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  was  45. 

The  average  attendance,  36^|. 

The  Centre  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Abby  Holden,  and  was 

what  we  might  expect  from  the  well  known  character  of  its  excel- 
lent teacher :  good  order,  and  a  consequent  good  improvement, 

were  the  characteristics  of  this  school.  The  whole  number  of  schol- 

ars was  51.    The  average  attendance,  43. 

The  West  School  was  commenced  by  Miss  M.  A.  Stone.  But 
Miss  S.  being  called  to  another  sphere  of  labor,  it  was  continued  by 
Miss  H.  A.  Butler.  Miss  B.  found  the  school  quite  disorderly,  but 
she  finally  succeeded  in  establishing  order.  The  school  prospered 
well  under  her  instruction.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  this 

school,  was  57.    The  average  attendance,  39. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  express  our  most  earnest  desire  for  the 
welfare  of  our  common  schools.  That  their  course  should  not  only 
be  onward  in  the  intellectual  training  of  our  children,  but  that  they 
be  made  to  give  them  such  moral  and  religious  sentiments  and 

character  as  will  make  them,  when  they  shaU  occupy  our  places, 
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safe  guardians  of  society,  and  the  free  institutions  of  our  govern- 
ment. Finally,  we  think  we  cannot  do  b(itter  than  to  transcribe  a 

Section  or  two,  from  the  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  prcsMent,  professors,  and  tutors  of  the  University 
at  Cambridge,  and  of  the  several  colleges,  nnd  of  all  preceptors  and  icachers  of 
aeadcmies,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  ('hildren  and  youth,  comnjiticd  to  tlieir 
care  and  instruction,  the  principles  of  piety,  justice,  and  f^acrcd  regard  to  truth,  s 
love  to  their  country,  humanity  and  universal  benevolence,  sobriety,  industry, 
and  frugality,  chastity,  moderation  and  temperance,  and  those  other  virtues 
which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society,  and  the  basis  upon  which  a  republi- 

can constitution  is  founded;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  instructors  to 
endeavor  to  lead  their  pupils,  as  their  ages  and  capacities  will  admit,  into  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  tendency  of  the  above-mentioned  virtues  to  preserve  and 
perfect  a  republican  constitution,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  as  well  as 
to  promote  their  future  happiness,  and  also  to  point  out  to  them  the  evil 

tendency  of  the  opposite  vices." 
"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  resident  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  selectmen, 

and  the  school  committees,  in  the  several  towns,  to  exert  their  influence,  and 
use  their  best  endeavors,  that  the  youth  of  their  towns  shall  regularly  attend 
the  schools  established  for  their  instruction." 

[Chap.  23  :  Sec.  7  and  8.] 

Committee. 
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Names  of  Scholars  that  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 

WINTEK  SCHOOLS. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Martha  C.  Harris 
Mary  J.  Harris 
Mary  A.  Harris 
Abbie  M.  Chaffin 
Sarah  S.  Harris 
Harriet  A.  Harris 
Emily  A.  Phillips 
Frank.  Handley 
Abram  Handley 
George  N.  Pierce 
Charles  G.  B.  Dudley 
Albert  Kouillard 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Carrie  H.  Smith 
Alice  E.  Davis 
S.  Augusta  Davis 
Sarah  J.  Eobbins 
Susan  M.  Smith 
Eben  H.  Davis 

SUMMER 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Mary  J.  Harris 
Sarah  S.  Harris 
Georgianna  Reed 
Charles  C.  F.  Dudley 
George  N.  Pierce 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Meldon  S.  Giles 
Daniel  S.  Davis 
A.  Henry  Smith 
J.  Albert  Giles 
Everett  Wheeler 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 
Abbie  B.  Fletcher 
Mary  M.  Tuttle 
Augusta  S.  Miles 
Mary  E.  Spaulding 
Charles  F.  Spaulding 
Hugh  Murray 
Harland  P.  Noyes 
Henry  D.  Parlin 

WEST  SCHOOL. 
Abigail  M.  Coffin 
Sarah  F.  Whitney 
Ann  M.  Stockwell 
Caroline  Fuller 
Ellen  A.  Brigham 
Lucy  J.  Coolidge 

SCHOOLS. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL- 

Rachel  Sawyer 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Rozilah  Reed 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Hellen  A.  Brigham 
Ann  M.  Stockwell 
Mary  L.  Stevens Mariette  Bowers 
Mary  J.  Woodbury 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

WEST  SCHOOL.  CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Martha  C.  Harris 
Abby  F.  Wheeler 

Charles  Green 
Chauncy  Fuller 
William  Billings 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Emery  Lothrop 
Alvin  M.  Lothrop 
Albert  Lothrop 
Aaron  TuttI* 

John  Conden 
Frank  Johnson 
Lewis  Tuttle 
Edwin  Wilkins 
Quincy  Fletcher 
Otis  Forbush 
Henry  Hanscom Harriet  Tuttle 
Martha  Jones 
Lora  Jofles 
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"  The  American  people  owe  it  to  themselves,  and  to  the  cause  of  free  gov- 
ernment, to  prove,  by  their  establishments  for  the  advancement  and  diffusion  of 

knowledge,  that  their  political  institutions  are  as  favorable  to  the  intellectual 
and  moral  improvement  of  man,  as  they  are  conformable  to  his  individual  and 

s<>cial  rights."— Madison, 



REPORT. 

In  compliance  with  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the 

customs  of  the  town,  the  Committee  on  Schools  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  Annual  Report. 

The  subject  of  education  is  one  of  great  and  increasing  interest. 

Second  in  importance  to  none,  its  claims  are  beginning  to  be  right- 
ly appreciated,  and  to  receive  that  attention  it  so  justly  demands. 

"  The  press  and  the  cross,"  it  has  been  said,  "  are  two  of  the  most 
powerful  promoters  of  human  civilization  and  improvement."  To 
these  we  would  add  the  Steam  Engine  and  the  Common  School. — 
The  common  schools  of  our  State  form  the  basis  of  the  whole  sys- 

tem of  our  educational  institutions.  Essentially  republican  in  all 
their  elements,  they  justly  claim  the  fostering  caie,  not  only  of  our 
state  g07ernment,  but  of  every  true  friend  of  humanity. 

It  is  a  significant  fact,  (auspicious  of  good,)  that  more  has  prob- 
ably been  written  on  the  subject  of  education  within  the  last  fifty 

years,  than  in  all  preceding  time.  It  has  becomo  the  fruitful  theme, 
not  only  of  the  philanthropist,  the  moralist  and  the  patriot, 
but  of  the  statesman,  the  philosopher  and  the  political  economist. 

It  has  been  discovered  that  an  educated  people  are  the  most  indus- 
trious, enterprising,  moral  and  law-abiding  people  ;  that  if  we  wish 

to  take  the  most  certain  and  effectual  steps  towards  develoj  ing  the 
resources  of  a  country,  and  promoting  its  growth  and  prosperity,  as 
well  as  suppressing  the  evils  of  pauperism,  intemperance,  vice  and 
crime  among  its  inhabitants,  we  must  educate  the  people. — 

1 
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Popular  education,  while  it  endangers  the  stability  of  absolute  gov- 
ernments, is  the  surest  safeguard  and  support  of  republican  institu- 

tions. 

Accustomed  as  we  are  and  ever  have  been,  to  all  the  advantages 
of  education,  we  do  not  fully  realize  its  value.  It  is  only  by  a 
comparison  of  our  own  condition,  moral,  social  and  intellectual, 
with  that  of  less  favored  regions  of  the  earth,  where  the  advantages 
of  education  are  confined  to  a  few  privileged  classes,  that  we  can 
fully  estimate  its  importance.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  to 
her  isystem  of  common  schools,  that  New  England  owes  much, 
very  much,  of  her  prosperity,  social  and  industrial.  It  is  this  that 
has  given  Massachusetts  the  proud  pre-eminence  she  enjoys  among 
her  sister  states  of  this  Republic.  Planted  by  our  fathers,  watered 
and  cherished  by  municipal  and  state  legislation,  they  stand  out 

to-day,  prominently,  as  the  peculiar  institution  of  New  England, 
diffusmg  knowledge,  virtue  and  happiness  among  the  people. — 
May  they  never  become  an  instrument  jn  the  hands  of  bigotry  and 
intolerance,  for  the  promotion  of  civil  and  religious  discord.  To 
educate  his  children  has  become  one  of  the  chief  anxieties  of  a  New 

England  parent;  for  upon  it,  he  knows,  their  future  welfare  in  life, 
will  in  a  great  measure  depend.  Education,  when  considered  in 
its  broadest  and  most  comprehensive  sense,  embraces  the  whole 
man,  with  all  the  powers,  faculties  and  susceptibilities  of  his  nature  ; 

the  cultivation  and  development  of  his  whole  system,  physical,  mor- 
al and  intellectual.  Its  object  is  to  unfold  and  discipline  the  fac- 

ulties of  the  mind,  to  store  it  with  useful  knowledge,  such  knowl- 
edge as  shall  fit  its  possessor  to  become  an  honorable  and  a  useful 

member  of  society,  and  to  elevate  its  subject  to  the  high  and  pecu- 
liar dignity  of  an  immortal  being. 

The  object  of  education  is  to  make  good  citizens,  good  neighbors, 

good  men  and  women  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  More  than  four 
fifths  of  our  whole  population  obtain  all  the  scholastic  education 
they  ever  receive,  in  our  district  schools.  Thousands  there  receive 
all  the  mental  discipline,  all  the  moral  instruction,  all  the  supplies 
of  knowledge  they  are  to  receive  at  all,  in  the  forming  periods  of 
their  lives.  Hence  their  improvement  and  perfection  is  a  subject 
of  the  highest  importance. 

Much  has  already  been  done  for  their  improvement,  but  they 

will  soon  degenerate  if  we  neglect  them.  For  their  further  im- 
provement we  must  rely  mainly  upon  the  selection  of  well  educat- 
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ed,  faithful  and  efficient  teachers,  and  the  active  and  earnest  co- 
operation of  parents.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  the  selection  of 

teachers  devolves  upon  the  Prudential  Committees  of  the  several 
districts.  The  superintending  Committee  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  It  possesses  only  a  veto  power,  the  exercise  of  which  is  odious, 
and  never  to  be  used  but  under  the  strongest  and  clearest  sense  of 

justice.  This  important  and  very  responsible  duty  cannot  be  exer- 
cised with  too  much  care,  and  every  possible  precaution  should  be 

taken  to  guard  against  failures  and  disappointments.  The  ability 
to  pass  a  tolerable  examination  before  the  town  Committee,  is  no 
surety  against  a  failure  in  government.  What  parish  would  think 

of  settling  a  clergyman  merely  because  he  had  passed  an  examina- 
tion before  a  council,  on  theological  points  ?  No  parish  would  do 

thus.  Aware  that  his  success  among  them  would  depend  upon  his 
faculty  of  imparting  his  knowledge  to  them,  and  his  ability  as  a 
preacher,  they  would  not  think  of  settling  him  till  they  had  first 

had  him  among  them,  and  by  actual  experiment,  satisfied  them- 
selves respecting  his  qualifications.  The  same  is  true  of  a  teacher. 

No  one  should  be  employed,  whose  qualifications  are  at  all  doubt- 
ful. He  should  not  only  be  able  to  pass  a  tolerable  examination 

before  the  Committee,  but  he  should  be  a  man  of  large  and  expan- 
sive views,  of  various  attainmionts,  of  unblemished  moral  character, 

whose  course  of  study  has  not  been  confined  to  the  ordinary  school 

text-books,  merely,  but  who  has  attentively  studied  human  nature 
in  all  its  varieties,  as  well  as  accumulated  a  fund  of  valuable  in- 

formation from  the  different  departments  of  natural  and  moral  sci- 
ence. A  teacher  of  this  description  has  it  in  his  power  to  impart  a 

great  amount  of  valuable  information  incidentally  to  his  pupils,  thus 
serving  to  increase  the  interest,  and  awaken  the  curiosity,  of  the 
youthful  mind.  Firm  and  dignified,  yet  cheerful,  generous,  frank 

and  open  hearted, — a  lover  and  sympathizer  with  the  feelings  of 
childhood,  he  should  strive  to  impress  something  of  these  noble 
qualities  upon  the  minds  of  his  scholars.  The  absolute  necessity 
of  a  strict  and  wholesome  discipline  in  the  schoolroom,  is  obvious. 
Every  scholar  should  know  his  place,  and  be  made  to  keep  it.  If 

a  teacher's  authority  is  not  supreme  in  the  school,  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  good  government.  We  would  not  be  understood  as 
recommending  harshness  or  needless  severity,  (we  have  had 

enough  of  that)  but  a  mild,  firm  and  vigorous  discipline.  We  be- 
lieve that  if  children  are  properly  governed  at  home,  and  taught  to 
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respect  their  teachers  at  school,  good  teacher  will  have  little  dif- 
ficulty in  their  management.  The  teacher  must  not  be  left  to 

struggle  alone.  His  efforts  should,  and  must  be,  appreciated  and 
seconded  by  the  parents  at  home.  Indeed,  indifference  on  the  part 
of  parents  is  one  cause  of  the  comparative  inefficiency  of  our  schools. 
If  parents  are  not  interested  in  the  education  of  their  children,  who 
can  be  ? 

To  parents,  then,  we  would  say,  encourage  your  teacher.  Let 
it  be  observed  by  him  that  you  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  school.  See  that  your  children  attend  as  regularly  and 
punctually  as  the  nature  of  circumstances  will  admit.  Nottiing  but 
absolute  necessity  should  detain  them  at  home  a  single  day  during 
the  school. 

Teaching  is  one  of  the  noblest  professions,  an  adequate  piepar- 
ation  for  which,  involves  no  small  expenditure  of  time  and  money. 

For  this  a  teacher  must  receive  ample  compensation.  The  ben- 
efits of  our  school  system  v/ill  not  be  fully  realized,  till  teaching 

becomes  a  science,  and  the  business  of  teaching  a  permanent  occu- 
pation, and  not  merely  resorted  to  occasionally,  as  is  too  often  the 

case,  to  replenish  the  exhausted  funds  of  literary  fledglings.  Our 

Normal  Schools  are  doubtless  doing  a  good  work  for  the  Common- 
wealth, in  fitting  many  of  our  most  worthy  young  men  and  women 

to  become  excellent  teachers.  It  seems  peculiarly  appropriate  that 
schools  of  this  kind  should  be  established,  where  those  intending 
to  become  teachers,  may  receive  a  course  of  instruction  expressly 
adapted  to  qualify  them  for  this  important  and  responsible  vocation. 

More  is  justly  expected  of  both  scholars  and  teachers  now,  than 

at  any  former  period.  Perhaps  too  much.  The  object  of  our  com- 
mon schools,  (so  far  as  literary  instruction  is  concerned)  is  merely 

to  impart  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches  of  a 
good  English  education  More  cannot  be  expected.  The  nature, 
meaning  and  proper  use  of  language,  a  correct  pronunciation  and 
orthography.  Arithmetic,  Geography  and  English  Grammar,  must 
ever  hold  a  principal  place  in  the  catalogue  of  studies  pursued  in 
our  schools.  At  all  events,  these  branches  must  be  taught,  and 

taught  thoroughly,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  "  ologies  "  and 
"  ometries." 

Still  we  regret  that  there  are  so  few  educational  establishments 

of  a  higher  order,  where  a  good,  thorough,  practical  scientific  edu- 
cation can  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  expense,  by  such  of  our  young 
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men  and  women  as  desire  it,  but  cannot  afford  the  expense  of  a 
collegiate  education.  In  order  fully  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  ris- 

ing generation,  we  need  schools  of  a  higher  order  than  we  now 
have.  We  want  something  supplementary  and  additional,  in  order 
to  keep  up  with  the  times.  The  course  of  the  world  is  upward 

and  onward  in  the  matter  of  education  as  in  every  thing  else. — ^ 
The  age  in  which  we  live  is  a  rapidly  progressive  one.  A  mighty 
impetus  has  been  given  to  human  progress,  through  the  vast  im- 

provements which  have  been  effected  in  the  mechanic  and  industri- 
al arts.  Trade  and  commerce  have  been  revolutionized  by  the  in- 

troduction of  the  powers  of  steam  and  electricity.  The  mind  of 
man  himself  has  been  awakened  into  new  life  and  vigor.  Shaking 
off  the  slumbers  of  ages,  it  is  becoming  conscious  of  its  mighty  en- 

ergies, its  god-like  capabilities.  Mind  is  every  day  extending  its 
conquests  over  matter,  thus  demonstrating  the  truth  of  the  maxim 

that  "  knowledge  is  power."  A  higher  culture,  moral  and  intel- 
lectual, is  demanded  of  us.  Let  us  respond  heartily  and  cheerfully 

to  these  demands. 

In  making  up  their  annual  Report,  your  Committee  are  especially 
grateful  that  they  have  to  chronicle  so  few  occurrences  tending  to 
disturb  the  tranquility,  or  very  greatly  impair  the  efficiency,  of 
our  schools.  Employing  upwards  of  a  dozen  different  teachers  an- 

nually, many  of  them  wholly  unknown  to  us  except  by  reputa- 
tion or  the  recommendations  of  others,  an  occasional  failure  can- 

not be  a  matter  of  surprise.  Our  teachers  the  past  year,  have  in 

most  cases,  it  is  believed,  given  general  satisfaction  in  their  respec- 
tive districts. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  invoke  the  blessing  of  God  to  rest  upon 

our  common  schools,  and  earnestly  entreat  the  active  co-operation 
of  parents  and  the  friends  of  education  generally,  for  their  improve- 

ment. That  they  may  be  instrumental  in  diffusing  the  blessings 

of  knowledge  and  virtue,  and  of  thus  securing  the  future  respecta- 
bility, usefulness  and  happiness  of  our  children,  is  the  sincere 

prayer  of  your  Committee. 
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SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

Before  entering  on  a  description  of  the  Summer  Schools,  we 
wish  to  say  that  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  district  agents  for  their 
efforts  in  obtaining  teachers  of  proper  character  and  qualifications, 

and  the  general  interest  they  have  always  manifested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  several  schools  with  which  they  have  been  connected. 

They  have  not  all  been  equally  successful  in  their  work,  but  have 
always  done  their  best. 

It  is  nearly  impossible,  before  actual  trial  is  made,  to  say  who 
will  make  the  teacher  we  need.  One  may  have  done  well  in  a 

small  and  quiet  school,  who  will  utterly  fail  in  a  large  and  turbu- 
lent one.  Moreover,  it  is  a  fault  with  some  of  our  teachers  that 

their  knowledge  is  not  sufficiently  practical  and  available,  while 

they  understand  the  "  higher  branches,"  they  may  fail  in  some  of 
the  first  rudiments  of  the  language,  may  be  guilty  of  bad  spelling 

of  the  simplest  words — while  they  may  be  able  to  analyze  and 
parse  knotty  phrases  from  Milton,  daily  violate  the  plainest  rules 
of  grammar  in  conversation. 

Now  while  we  are  glad  to  say  and  happy  to  believe  our  teachers 
were  all  faithful  and  laborious,  truth  and  the  law  require  that  we 
state  as  distinctly  as  we  can,  not  only  the  facts  in  regard  to  their 
success  or  failure,  but  the  reason  and  causes  of  the  same. 

The  West  School  was  placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Joanna  E. 
Hartwell,  of  Lexington.  She  was  a  teacher  from  the  Normal 
School.  Much  was  expected  of  her,  not  only  on  account  of  the 

place  of  her  education,  her  good  appearance  during  examination, 
but  also  from  the  report  of  her  previous  success  in  nine  consecutive 

terms.  We  were  sadly  disappointed  in  the  result  of  her  first  fort- 

night's labor,  so  much  so,  that  we  felt  constrained  \o  advise  her  to 
return  immediately  to  L, ;  but  she,  in  her  great  desire  to  keep  the 
school,  and  do  it  well,  begged  liberty  to  make  another  effort  to 

bring  the  unruly  elements  of  her  school  into  form  and  order — 
showing  the  strength  of  her  desire  by  offering  to  relinquish  her 

pay  for  the  fortnight  she  had  already  taught,  and  for  the  week  of 
trial,  in  case  she  did  not  succeed.  In  this  week  of  experiment  she 
made  great  effort.  Her  success  was  such,  that  on  the  whole,  the 
Committea  thought  best  for  her  to  go  on.  It  is  a  difficult  matter 
sometimes,  for  a  Committee  to  decide  when  a  teacher  ought  to  be 
retained,  and  when  dismissed.  Our  opinion  is,  a  teacher  ought  to 
be  dismissed  when  she  can  not  command  a  fair  majority  of  the 
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parents,  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  case.  This  is  is  to  be  under- 
stood in  regard  to  common  complaints.  In  the  matter  of  educa- 
tional and  personal  defects,  the  Committee  alone  must  judge. — 

Miss  H.  failed  in  commanding  the  respect  or  gaining  the  good  will 

of  her  school ;  so  that  from  beginning  to  end  it  was  a  heavy,  spir- 
itless and  uncomfortable  affair.  A  different  order  of  teacher,  and 

a  more  cordial,  earnest  and  continued  support  of  her  by  parents, 
are  absolute  necessities  for  the  full  success  of  this  school.  *'  Some- 

thing must  be  done." 
The  South  East  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Lydia  A.  Rob- 

inson, of  Concord.  She  is  a  very  accurate  scholar,  an  energetic 
and  accomplished  teacher,  and  made  the  most  of  her  small  school. 

We  admired  especially,  her  continual  effort  to  improve  the  pronun- 
ciation in  all  her  classes.  Her  government  was  of  the  most  pleas- 

ant and  effective  character.  Her  success  in  all  that  makes  a  school 

agreeable  as  well  as  profitable,  was  highly  satisfactory. 

The  North  East  School  was  placed  in  care  of  Miss  Mary  A. 
Buttrick,  one  of  our  own  teachers.  She  entered  the  school  with 

sufficient  experience,  a  good  name,  well  prepared  for  her  various 
duties,  and  an  earnest  and  unwavering  determination  to  perform 
them.  Her  school  through  the  whole  term,  was  a  pattern  of  good 

behaviour,  decided  effort  and  daily  success.  The  closing  exami- 
nation was  an  excellent  display,  in  a  small  compass,  of  the  labors 

and  acquirements  of  the  whole  summer.  It  was  alike  creditable 
to  the  school  and  honorable  to  the  teacher. 

The  South  School  was  commenced  by  Miss  Bolles,  of  Little- 
ton. She  was  a  genteel  young  lady,  and  made  a  good  beginning, 

but  having  received  a  louder  call,  of  course  accepted. 
The  school  was  continued  by  Miss  M.  H.  Finney,  whom  the 

persevering  Prudential  Committee,  after  much  labor,  obtained  in 

Lowell.  Miss  F.  proved  to  be  not  only  a  good  young  lady,  but  a 
capable,  faithful  and  excellent  teacher.  Her  manners,  though  suf- 

ficiently dignified  and  earnest,  were  mild,  quiet  and  gentle  almost 
to  sadness.  She  moved  around  among  the  scholars  like  an  angel 
of  mercy.  Her  school  partook  largely  of  her  spirit.  Every  thing 
was  gentle,  loving  and  obedient.  Harmony,  good  order  and  good 
feeling  prevailed  throughout  the  term.  The  final  examination  was 
a  delight  to  all  present.  The  behaviour,  recitations,  especially  the 
singing,  were  all  that  could  be  expected,  and  almost  all  that  could 
be  wished, 

2 
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The  Centre  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Caroline  E.  Tuttle. 
She  is  a  young  woiTian  of  good  character,  decided  and  energetic, 
with  sufficient  education  to  manage  well  her  charge.  This  is  a 
school  very  large  in  numbers,  but  composed  in  unusual  proportions 
of  small  scholars  ;  some  very  small,  and  sent  to  school  merely  to 
get  them  out  of  the  way.  Such  a  school  must  from  the  nature  of 

things,  be  very  difficult  to  govern,  and  far  more  perplexing  and  la-! 
borious  to  teach  than  a  company  of  more  advanced  scholars.  It  is 
our  deliberate  opinion  that  no  child  should  be  sent  to  school  until 

they  have  well  learned  their  letters.  This  part  of  the  child's  edu- 
cation is  the  proper  business  of  the  parents  or  of  the  older  children. 

Then  the  cunning  little  things  would  escape  the  injurious  confine- 
ment of  the  schoolroom,  in  bad  air  and  worse  seats,  and  make 

home  joyous  with  their  merry  voices.  If,  however,  these  must  be 
sent  to  school,  it  ought  not  to  be  expected  that  the  teacher  should 
do  more  than  to  keep  them  in  order,  and  they  should  be  instructed 
by  some  of  the  older  scholars,  chosen  by  the  teacher  daily,  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  and  a  reward  of  merit. 

We  feel  certain  that  this  teacher  labored  constantly,  faithfully 
and  perseveringly  for  the  good  of  her  school,  and  the  result  of  her 
work  was  all  we  ought  to  demand  under  the  circumstances.  We 

trust  a  better  state  of  things  will  appear  in  future.  The  school  ap- 
peared well  at  the  close,  and  though  some  of  the  scholars  gained 

little  credit  for  behaviour  or  improvement,  others  appeared  remarks 

ably  well. 

The  East  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Lucy  Barnard,  well 
known  among  us  as  an  able  and  successful  teacher.  Possessed 
of  good  talents,  much  native  energy  and  force  of  character,  as  well 
as  natural  tact  in  the  management  of  children,  we  need  not  say 
that  her  success  was  fully  equal  to  our  expectations.  Every  thing 
about  the  school  was  just  as  it  should  be,  pleasant  and  agreeable. 

Order  good ;  improvement  very  good.  Much  praise  is  due  this 
teacher,  for  the  faithfulness  and  untiring  diligence  with  which  she 
labored  for  the  good  of  the  school. 

WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

The  friends  of  education  will  suffer  us  to  say  a  word  on  the  qual- 
ifications of  teachers — not  literary,  merely,  but  the  higher  and 

equally  important  qualification,  the  moral  and  spiritual.  The  laws 

,of  good  old  Massachusetts  require  good  morals  and  good  manners 
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to  be  taught  in  all  our  schools,  and  many  a  boy  and  many  a  girl 
will  all  their  life  long  have  occasion  to  be  grateful  for  those  laws, 
and  for  the  kind  and  faithful  teachers  who  shall  act  up  to  the  spirit 
of  them. 

The  example  of  the  teacher  has  a  mighty  influence  for  good  or 
evil  on  the  plastic  minds  of  his  charge.  And  we  ask,  how  can  the 
profane  man  teach  good  morals,  or  the  clown,  good  manners  ?  How 

can  he  who  mangles  the  English  language  abominably,  teach  cor- 
rectness and  beauty  in  the  use  of  words  and  phrases  ?  If  the  mas- 

ter transgresses  the  most  common  rules  of  grammar  in  his  every 
day  communications  with  the  scholars,  what  shall  we  expect  but 
that  our  children  will  do  the  same  ?  The  good  teacher  is  a  man 
correct  in  his  manners  and  habits,  his  education  and  his  teachings ; 
Cultivated  in  his  tastes,  and  truly  noble  in  heart  and  life.  We  are 

more  and  more  convinced  every  day,  of  the  propriety  of  the  direc- 

tion to  "  speak  gently  "  as  well  as  decidedly  in  managing  a  school. 
Treat  children  kindly,  show  them  the  deep  interest  you  feel  in 

their  welfare,  and  they  will  do  your  bidding  readily,  pleasantly. — 
Resistance  vanishes  in  an  instant  before  a  sweet  and  loving  spirit. 
But  speak  harshly,  look  sour,  beat  about  the  desks  and  benches 

with  savage  fury,  and  if  there  is  any  obedience,  it  is  that  of  cring- 

ing servility  and  cowardly  fear,  which,  the  moment  there  is  oppor" 
tunity  given,  will  rise  up  in  renewed  and  impudent  rebellion. 

The  South  School  was  managed  by  the  well  known  teacher 

who  taught  there  last  year.  He  was  employed  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  his  qualification  in  the  matter  of  school  government.  It  is 

always  felt  that  where  there  is  no  order  there  cannot  exist  great 
excellence  in  any  other  performance  of  school.  We  greatly  prefer, 

where  it  is  possil)le,  to  follow  what  is  called  the  mild  plan  of  gov- 
ernment :  that  of  rewards  as  well  as  punishments;  that  there  shall 

be  as  many  kind,  pleasant  and  encouraging  words  as  there  are 
threats  of  bodily  injury.  The  government  of  fear,  of  brute  force, 
may  answer  a  purpose  for  a  time  ;  still  it  seems  to  us  very  desir- 

able that  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  all  the  affections  of  the 

heart  should  be  operated  upon  by  the  teacher,  and  all  thoroughly 
engaged  in  the  cause  of  order  and  progress.  When  the  teacher  has 
decision,  ability  and  strength  of  mind,  he  will  seldom  resort  to  his 
good  right  arm  in  maintaining  order.  Brute  force  may  be  in  place 
in  the  prison  or  on  the  plantation,  but  not  as  a  general  rule  in  a 
Massachusetts  school-room. 
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The  general  course  of  this  school  seemed  to  be  harmonious  until 
near  the  close.  On  the  merits  of  that  occurrence  we  do  not  here 

decide.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  language  and  action  of  the  teach- 
er, when  spoken  with  on  the  subject  by  the  Committee,  were  neith- 
er moral  nor  decorous.  With  this  teacher  there  was  far  too  fre- 

quent want  of  that  accuracy  of  language  in  pronunciation,  and 

especially  in  the  choice  of  fit  and  appropriate  words,  which  char- 
acterize the  scholar  and  the  teacher. 

With  pleasure  we  give  this  teacher  credit  for  diligence,  faithful- 
ness and  perseverance.  In  this  school  are  many  excellent  scholars, 

but  in  numbers,  spirit  and  energy  it  is  not  equal  to  the  other  large 

schools.  At  the  examination  the  reading  was  in  general  very  im- 
perfect. The  first  class  in  grammar,  the  class  in  physiology,  and 

many  in  the  first  arithmetic  class  appeared  remarkably  well,  and 
would  have  gained  themselves  still  more  credit,  had  they  not  been 
set  to  work  out  the  old  stereotyped  examples  which  have  been  ex- 

hibited for  at  least  one  generation. 

The  South  East  School  was  managed  on  a  plan  precisely  op- 
posite the  preceding.  Mr  Smith  was  a  man  all  smiles,  full  of  life, 

activity  and  anecdote.  Now  while  we  do  not  like  to  see  a  teacher 
grim  visaged  and  morose  as  a  savage,  there  must  be  some  sobriety, 
labor  and  serious  effort,  in  order  to  obtain  a  good  standing  for  any 
school.  Pointed,  chaste  and  appropriate  anecdotes  do  good  service 

by  enlivening  the  dull,  and  exciting  even  the  good  scholar  to  re- 
newed diligence  and  increased  vigor ;  but  great  care  should  be  ta- 

ken to  avoid  those  which  so  offend  against  good  morals  and  good 
taste,  that  the  repetition  of  ihem  at  home  shall  expose  the  scholars 
to  punishment  by  the  parents.  This  school  appeared  unusually 
pleasant  when  visited,  and  was  in  a  good  degree  successful.  Mr 
Smith  with  a  more  thorough  preparation,  more  sobriety,  a  more 

vigorous,  determined  and  well-directed  course,  bids  fair  to  make  a 
first  rate  teacher. 

North  School. — This  school  has  been  in  good  condition  ever 

since  Mr  Bowers'  first  winter.  A  school  in  so  good  a  state  is  easi- 
ly managed,  because  study,  instead  of  play  and  small  roguery,  is 

the  order  of  the  day.  A  visit  to  this  school  was  always  delightful, 
and  to  teach  it  must  have  been  pleasant.  Mr  Cochran  commenced 
his  work  with  rather  a  free  use  of  the  rod,  but  in  that  particular  he 
greatly  improved  towards  the  close  of  the  school. 

This  is  one  of  the  very  best  schools  in  the  whole  town,  in  every 
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respect,  and  no  man  ceuld  well  fail  of  success.  At  the  examina- 
tion the  reading,  spelling  and  defining  were  excellent.  The  class- 

es in  grammar,  physiology  and  arithmetic  deserve  great  praise. — 
Indeed,  every  one  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  soemed  intent  to 
act  well  their  part. 

Centre  School. — The  Centre  School  last  year  was  a  failure, 
and  our  anxiety  was  only  equalled  by  our  desire  for  the  success  of 
Mr  Dow.  Mr  Dow  is  a  man  and  a  scholar.  He  is  a  member  of 

Dartmouth  College,  and  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  science.  Al- 
ways engaged  in  his  appropriate  employment,  he  was  never  found 

lounging  in  the  stores  or  post  office,  or  any  of  those  places  where 

men  dissipate  at  once  their  time,  their  morals  and  their  minds. — 
Study  was  his  life,  and  teaching,  communicating  toothers  his  store 

of  mental  wealth,  his  delight.  He  was  at  home  in  the  school-room, 
and  his  scholars  are  all  witnesses  how  cheerfully  and  how  effectu- 

ally he  aided  thein  in  their  studies. 
The  order  was  in  such  striking  contrast  with  that  of  last  year, 

that  we  can  scarcely  praise  it  too  much.  The  excellent  moral  as 

well  as  intellectual  and  literary  character  of  this  teacher,  his  dili- 
gence, punctuality  and  faithfulness,  all  merit  our  unqualified  com- 

mendation. The  reading,  the  classes  in  algebra  and  grammar  de- 
serve particular  attention  :  while  all  were  good,  these  were  exeel- 

lent.  The  school,  taken  as  a  whole,  has  not  been  excelled,  if 
equalled,  for  many  years. 

It  is  proper  here  to  allude  to  the  unusually  good  order  so  easily 
maintained  in  the  Lyceum  this  year.  We  are  happy  to  state  our 
belief  that  it  is  in  a  great  degree  attributable  to  the  good  order  of 
the  several  schools  composing  it.  When  we  go  into  a  public  meet- 

ing, whether  literary,  political  or  religious,  and  find  the  young 
there,  thoughtless,  heedless  or  noisy,  we  think  the  schoolmaster 
has  not  done  his  work  if  the  parents  have. 

We  cannot  forbear  mentioning  with  strong  approbation,  the 
original  articles  written  and  published  in  the  weekly  paper  of  the 
Lyceum,  by  the  scholars  and  teachers  of  the  Centre,  East  and  North 

Schools— articles  of  which  older  heads  might  well  be  proud. 
The  attendance  was  very  good,  although  there  were  but  three 

neither  absent  nor  tardy,  and  three  others — Sarah  E.  Hanscom, 
Augusta  S.  Miles,  and  Mary  M.  Tuttle,  who  were  tardy  only  once, 
and  then  from  necessity.  It  ought  to  be  stated  that  the  roll  vvas 
called  twice  a  day,  precisely  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  precisely 
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at  one,  P,M.  In  the  matter  of  deportment,  14  were  marked  un- 
usually good,  16  ordinary,  and  17  decidedly  below  par. 

In  some  of  the  Registers  deportment  was  not  noticed  at  all,  and 

in  others  so  evidently  partial  and  erroneous  that  we  decline  pub- 
lishing. The  whole  value  of  this  matter  lies  in  the  rigid  truthful- 

ness of  the  account.  Then  it  is  a  very  important  enduring  record 

of  behaviour — a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a  praise  to  them  that  do 
well. 

The  East  School. — We  think  it  good  evidence  of  the  capabil- 
ity of  a  teacher,  that  he  is  able  to  maintain  an  increasing  interest 

in  his  school  for  four  successive  terms,  as  has  Mr  L.  Conant,  Jr., 
in  this,  especially  when  we  remember  it  is  in  his  own  town,  and 
almost  in  his  own  district.  This  would  be  praise  enough,  did  not 
justice  demand  of  us  something  more  definite. 

We  think  one  secret  of  Mr  C.'s  success  is  to  be  found  in  the 

good  opinion  he  has  of  his  scholars.  Then  he  is  alwaj^s  studying 
something  to  interest  them,  and  excite  them  to  new  and  earnest 

effort, — evening  schools  for  writing,  reading  and  arithmetic  classes, 
— all  accompanied  with  kind  and  encouraging  words  of  advice  and 
instruction.  This  year,  with  the  consent  of  the  Committee,  he  has  in- 

troduced Guyot's  Earth  and  Man,  a  beautiful  study  for  the  first  class. 
The  book  contains  a  great  amount  of  information,  well  arranged,  to 
find  which  the  pupil  might  search  a  whole  library  in  vain.  The 
recitations  from  this  book  formed  a  marked  feature  at  the  examina- 

tion. The  school  has  made  good  progress  in  all  the  studies.  The 
order  and  general  appearance  of  the  school  was  exoellent.  This  is 

not  only  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  but  also  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  visitors  who  witnessed  the  exercises  of  examination.  24 

scholars  were  marked  good  in  column  of  the  register,  "  deportment," 
18  ordinary,  and  8  decidedly  bad. 

West  Sohool. — This  school  is  very  large,  and  the  partial  failure 
of  last  year  made  us  very  anxious  to  see  this  term  one  of  signal  suc- 

cess. The  school  was  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Charles  F.  Fiske. — • 

He  is  a  very  desirable  young  man,  and  will  in  due  time,  we  trust, 

be  an  accomplished  scholar.  As  a  teacher  he  is  unusually  accept- 
able, and  while  he  makes  no  noise  or  bluster,  manages  a  school 

very  much  to  our  satisfaction.  He  is  the  man  of  whom  any  good 

scholar  would  say  at  once,  "  I  would  Hke  to  go  to  school  to  Mr 
Fiske."  The  order  was  good  and  of  the  right  kind  ;  the  instruction 
correct  and  thorough.    Mutual  good  will  and  affection  between 
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teacher  and  scholars  was  evident  throughout  the  term,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  closing  exercises.  The  examination  was  witness- 

ed, as  usual,  by  a  crowd  of  interested  spectators  from  ail  the  region 
round  about.  All  the  exercises  of  the  day  showed  a  better  state  of 
of  things  in  this  excellent  school,  than  v/e  have  seen  since  the  days 
of  Mr  Hunting.  All  the  recitations  were  good.  The  first  class  in 
grammar,  physiology  and  geology  deserve  particular  notice.  The 
reading  was  not  as  good  as  we  expected.  The  writing  was  excel- 

lent, and  the  singing  above  all  praise.  The  marks  for  deportment 
were  16  ordinary,  and  38  extra. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  West  was  taught  by  Miss  Jane  B.  Loring.  She  succeeded 
well  in  a  private  school  in  this  district,  and  was  therefore  selected 

to  take  charge  of  the  town  school.  She  labored  diligently  and  faith- 
fully, but  under  many  disadvantages.  The .  school-room  was  un- 

comfortable, being  too  cold  for  study  until  afternoon,  except  in  the 

immediate  vicinity  of  the  stove.  This  occasioned  much  '  disorder. 
There  was  a  want  of  due  respect  for  the  teacher,  a  deficiency  in 
point  of  order  and  regularity,  and  although  this  was  confined  to  the 

few,  it  was  sufficient  to  injure  the  school  materially.  This  has  al- 
ways been  a  difficult  school  to  govern,  and  always  will  be,  until 

parents  heartily  and  continually  aid  and  support  the  teacher  both 
by  word  and  deed. 

The  South  was  taught  by  Miss  Lydia  A.  Robinson.  Her  every 
effort  was  successful.  It  was  a  delightful  school  to  visit  or  to  teach, 
and  not  the  less  so  on  account  of  some  six  or  eight  large  girls,  who 
under  other  circumstances,  would  have  attended  the  large  school. 
We  were  much  pleased  with  the  quiet  and  orderly  condition  of  the 
entire  school,  as  well  as  the  gentle  and  loving  rule  this  teacher  held 
over  all  her  charge.  They  made  good  improvement  in  all  their 
studies.  The  singing  was  particularly  pleasing,  and  seemed  to  be 
enjoyed  by  scholars  as  well  as  their  numerous  friends. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Buttrick  was  employed  to  teach  the  Centre  Pri- 
mary. She  had  shown  herself  a  good  teacher  and  an  excellent 

governess,  in  the  North  School.  Good  government  was  much 
needed  in  this  school,  and  without  it  the  Committee  felt  that  the 
money  would  be  wasted.  The  teacher  was  well  nigh  disheartened 
in  her  first  week,  but  after  much  labor  and  some  punishment, 
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brought  the  school  into  fine  order.  The  scholars  loved,  respected 
and  obeyed  their  teacher,  while  she  was  laboring  for  them  contin- 

ually. The  mutual  good  will  exhibited  here  was  always  grateful 
to  us.  The  school  was  pleasant,  orderly  and  studious.  The  whole 
company  appeared  exceedingly  well  at  the  examination.  It  was 

the  universal  and  outspoken  testimony  of  the  parents — many  of 
whom  were  present — that  their  children  had  never  learned  so  much 
or  so  well  before.    Deportment—G  bad,  13  ordinary,  and  24  extra. 

The  Committee  have  decided  to  mark  the  merit  of  teachers  in 

numbers  from  1  to  10.  The  highest  number  denoting  the  highest 

style  of  teacher — five  denoting  mediocrity. 
It  has  been  asked  how  we  estimate  the  standing  of  teachers  ? — 

We  answer,  we  consider 
I,  as  to  their  moral  character. 

II,  their  educational  preparation. 
III,  their  power  of  imparting  instruction. 
IV,  their  ability  and  fitness  to  govern  a  school. 
V,  the  labor  performed ;  and  finally, 
VI,  their  success. 

It  will  be  seen  that  each  of  these  several  qualifications  is  essen- 
tial to  the  good  teacher.  The  good  teacher  is  moral,  educated,  apt 

to  teach,  fit  to  govern,  laborious  and  successful.  It  would  be  pleas- 
ant to  us  to  give  each  teacher  his  mark  in  all  the  above  specifica- 

tions separately,  but  now  we  present  only  the  aggregate.  We  do 
not  number  the  schools,  believing  we  have  made  their  standard 
sufficiently  clear  in  the  general  description.  Our  opinion  is  no  less 
decided  than  ever,  that  the  teacher,  as  a  general  rule,  makes  the 

school.  Children  are  imitative  creatures.  They  copy  instinctive- 
ly the  pattern  we  place  before  them. 

We  number  the  teachers  as  follows  : — 

Miss  Joanna  E.  Hartwell,  of  the  West  School,  5 
Miss  Caroline  E.  Tuttle,     "     Centre     "  7 
Miss  Lucy  Barnard,  East       *•  1\ 
Miss  M.  H.  Finney,  "     South      "  8 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Eobinson,     "    So.  East  "  8 
Miss  Mary  A.  Buttrick,  North       "  8  \ 

WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

Mr  William  D.  Dow,    of  the  Centre  School,  8  \ 
James  M.  Burnham,    "    South       "  6 
David  F.  Smith,         "    S.  East,    "  6 
A.  B.  Cochran,  "    North       "  6 
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Charles  F.  Fiske,  of  the  West  School,  8 

Luther  Conant,  Jr.    "    East      "  7 1 
PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

MissLydia  A.  Robinson,  of  the  South,  83 
Miss  Mary  A.  Buttrick,       "    Centre,  8 
Miss  Jane  B.  Loring,  "    West,  6 

We  cannot  pretend  that  we  have  done  exact  justice  to  all  the 
teachers  and  all  the  schools.  The  language  of  commendation  is 

far  more  pleasant  to  us,  far  more  congenial  to  our  feelings  than  cen- 
sure, even  implied  censure.  We  can  never  bring  ourselves  to  say 

severe  things,  however  needful,  until  we  are  lashed  up  to  it  by  a 
sense  of  duty  from  which  we  cannot  escape.  All  we  can  say  is, 

we  have  endeavored  to  do  right.  While  we  have  insisted  on  un- 
conditioaal  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  scholar,  we  have  demand- 

ed of  the  teacher  that  the  sternest  duty  should  be  tempered  with 
kindness  and  unmistakable  good  will.  Our  constant  endeavor  has 

been  to  bring  our  schools  up  to  the  highest  style  of  a  New  Eng- 
land pattern ;  to  prepare,  in  some  measure,  our  young  people  to  act 

Trell  their  part  in  future  life,  as  Massachusetts  men  and  women. 

HARRIS  COWDREY,  ) 
Wm.  DAVIS  TUTTLE,  >  Committee. 
EBEN'R.  DAVIS.  ) 
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Names  of  Scholars  reported  neither  Absent  not  Tardy. 

WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

West  School. 

Ann  M.  Stockwell, 
Eben  S.  Stockwell, 
William  Condon. 

Centre  School. 

Henry  D.  Parlin, 
Elbridge  Conant, 
Mary  A.  Smith. 

South  School. 

Frances  A.  Brooks, 
Charlotte  C.  Faulkner, 
William  B.  Gray, 
Winthrop  E.  Wood, 
William  H.  Faulkner, 
Charles  A.  Faulkner, 
Edwin  Batchelder, 

Amos  Clough, 
Jos.  W.  Reed. 

North  School. 

George  N.  Pierce. 

East  School. 

Susan  Augusta  Davis, 
Carrie  Hayward  Smith, 
Susan  Maria  Smith, 
Clara  Wetherbee, 
Emma  Wetherbee, 
William  Henry  Boss, 
Eben  Harlow  Davis, 
Daniel  S.  Davis, 
William  Handley, 
Addison  Bright  Wheeler, 
Warren  Rice  Wheeler, 
Alfred  Henry  Smith. 

SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

South-East  School. 
Fannie  Fletcher, 
Hepsey  Fletcher, 
Lucy  A.  Fletcher. 

Centre  School. 

Mary  A.  Parlin, 
Mary  E.  Spaulding, 
Amanda  M.  Wheeler, 
Sarah  A.  Sawyer, 
Annie  E.  Jones, 
Henrietta  Conant, 
J.  Gardner  Despeau, 
b.  Trask  Despeau, 
Henry  H.  Hanscom. 

North  School. 

Mary  A.  Harris, 
Harriet  A.  Harris, 
Sarah  S.  Harris. 

South  School. 

Charles  A.  Faulkner, 
Alvin  Lothrop, 
Sarah  C.  Blood, 
Angeline  Sherman, 
Elizabeth  Pentland, 
Martha  A.  Putnam, 
Rosella  Reed. 

PRIMARF  SCHOOLS. 

South  School. 

George  H.  Patch, 
Jonas  Wood, 
Emma  A.  Todd. 

Centre  School. 

Orin  T.  Despeau, 
Austin  A.  Richardson, 
Horace  Tuttle, 
George  Ames. 
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REPORT. 

In  obedience  to  the  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth 

and  the  well  established  customs  of  the  town,  your 

Committee  would  respectfully  submit  to  their  fellow 

citizens  and  townsmen,  their  Annual  Report  for  the 

year  1855. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  very  general  health 

and  prosperity.  No  wide-spread  disease  has  been 
permitted  to  invade  our  homes  and  decimate  our 

schools ;  but  our  children  and  youth,  through  the  in- 
terposition of  a  kind  Providence,  have  been  spared  to 

enjoy  another  year's  instruction — thus  preparing  them, 
in  no  unimportant  degree,  we  would  hope,  for  the 
duties  of  future  life. 

While  the  din  of  war  and  the  clash  of  arms  have 

disturbed  the  peace  and  progress  of  the  nations  of  the 

Old  World,  our  own  people  have  prosecuted  with 

vigor  the  more  peaceful  arts  of  industry,  thus  increas- 
ing the  elements  of  material  prosperity,  and  advancing 

the  interests  of  all  classes  of  society.  Nor  has  the 

cause  of  education  been  neglected  or  forgotten.  On 

the  contrary,  every  year  but  increases  the  interest 

which  is  felt  in  this  noble  work,  while  it  is  receiving 

the  attention  of  some  of  the  best  intellects  of  the  age. 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  spirit  of  progress  is  at  work; 
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the  people  are  addressing  themselves  to  the  task  of 

regenerating  and  perfecting  their  schools.  The  rapid 

progress  in  every  department  of  practical  life — in 
trade  and  commerce,  in  manufactures^  agriculture 

and  the  mechanic  arts,  which  is  characteristic  of  the 

present  day,  calls  for  a  more  liberal  system  of  educa- 

tion— a  more  thorough  disciphne  of  the  mental  powers. 

While  science  is  forging  our  machinery,  spinning  and 

weaving  our  cotton,  mowing  our  fields,  reaping  and 

threshing  our  grain,  and  furnishing  the  motive  power 

by  which  the  commerce  of  the  world  is  carried  on, 

increased  intelligence  is  required  in  those  who  are  to 

superintend  the  machinery  by  which  all  these  labors 

are  performed.  As  friends,  then,  of  social  progress 

and  universal  education,  we  cannot  but  hail  with  sat- 

isfaction the  generous  efforts  which  are  now  making 

to  extend  far  and  wide  the  blessings  of  our  system  of 

free  schools.  The  subject  of  education  is  one  that 

commends  itself  to  the  common  sense  of  every  man, 

as  one  of  paramount  importance,  whether  we  regard 

it  in  relation  to  individuals,  or  to  states  and  nations. 

It  banishes,  for  a  time,  even  political  hostilities,  and  men 

of  all  parties  cheerfully  unite  in  carrying  forward  the 

good  work.  While  no  tax  is  more  cheerfully  borne 

than  that  which  is  raised  for  the  support  of  schools, 

private  liberality  is  added  to  public  munificence,  to 

increase  their  efficiency. 

We  rejoice  that  Acton  largely  participates  in  this 

feeling  of  liberality  toward  her  public  schools.  This 

is  as  it  should  be.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  conven- 

ience to  have  good  roads  and  bridges — it  is  the  duty  of 
the  town  to  make  suitable  provision  for  its  poor,  and 

there  are  many  subjects  of  minor  importance,  which 
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a  town  in  its  corporate  capacity  ought  not  to  neglect — 

but,  high  above  them  all,  rises  the  obligation  to  edu- 
cate those  who  are  to  be  its  future  citizens,  and  who 

are  to  exert  a  controlling  influence  over  its  character 

in  succeeding  years.  Let  us,  then,  give  our  children 

every  advantage  that  lies  in  our  power  for  intellectual, 

social,  and  moral  improvement.  The  time  allotted  to 

this  important  work,  is  all  too  short  to  accomplish  much 

that  could  be  desired,  ere  the  busy  reahties,  the  cares 

and  anxieties  of  life  are  upon  them.  How  important 

then,  that  every  opportunity  should  be  improved — 
that  no  effort  should  be  spared,  to  fit  those  who  are  to 

come  after  us  for  the  varied  and  responsible  duties  of 

life.  We  have  been  gratified  and  encouraged  by 

many  unmistakable  evidences  of  increasing  interest 

on  the  part  of  parents  in  several  of  the  districts-.  Still, 

there  is  too  much  indifference — too  httle  appreciation 
of  the  great  blessings  we  enjoy  in  our  free  schools. 

With  all  their  defects,  and  they  are  many,  they  are  ac- 
complishing a  vast  amount  of  good. 

That  many  improvements- have  been  effected  in  the 

methods  of  teaching  and  the  character  of  the  text  books 

used  in  our  schools,  within  a  few  years,  no  one  famil- 

iar with  their  past  history  can  doubt.  Higher  attain- 

ments are  made  now,  than  formerly,  by  those  attend- 
ing them,  and  we  cannot  but  regard  their  condition 

as  improving  ;  yet  much  remains  to  be  achieved. 

'  They  are  susceptible  of  great  and  almost  indefinite advancement. 

There  is  not  enough  of  system,  either  in  the  method 

of  instruction  or  course  of  study  pursued,  and  too 

much  depends  upon  chance. 
Let  excelsior  still  be  our  motto,  and  our  course  be 

onward  and  upward. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  TEACHERS. 

In  submitting  their  report,  your  committee  would 

venture  a  few  suggestions,  looking  to  the  prospective 

improvement  of  your  schools.  And  first,  in  regard  to 

the  employment  of  ieacliers.  The  necessity  of  exercis- 
ing much  care  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  has  often 

been  urged  upon  those  on  whom  this  duty  devolves  ; 

yet  we  regret  to  say  that  its  importance  is  not  duly 

estimated.  The  history  of  the  past  year  does  not  par- 
ticularly elicit  this  remark  ;  but  the  experience  of  every 

year  serves  to  confirm  us  in  the  opinion  that  this  is  a 

matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our 

schools.  "  As  is  the  teacher,  such  will  be  the  school," 
is  a  trite  observation,  but  a  true  one.  This  business 

is  now  managed  by  the  prudential  committees  of  the 

several  districts.  It  is  one  of  much  delicacy  and  re- 

sponsibility, and  should  be  confided  only  to  men  of 

intellio^ence  and  known  devotion  to  the  interests  of 

education  ;  who  have  sufficiently  at  heart  the  welfare 

of  our  schools,  to  be  willing  to  make  some  sacrifice 

of  time  (and  money,  if  necessary,)  to  obtain  teachers 

of  proper  qualifications. 
We  hazard  the  assertion,  that  teachers  are  often 

employed  with  less  satisfactory  recommendations,  and 

with  less  inquiry  and  actual  knowledge  as  to  their 

intellectual  and  moral  fitness  for  their  profession,  than 

would  be  required  of  a  laborer  on  a  farm,  though  in 

the  latter  case  pecuniary  interests  only  are  involved. 

Says  the  prudential  committee,  it  is  my  business  to 

employ  the  teacher — it  is  the  duty  of  the  town's  com- 
mittee to  look  after  his  qualifications — if  not  satis- 

factory, they  may  refuse  him  a  certificate." 
Let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  practical  working 
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of  this  system.  Teachers  are  engaged  by  the  pru- 

dential committee — most  of  them  entire  strangers  to 

the  examining  committee — they  are  presented  to  the 

latter  for  the  first  time,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Satur- 

day before  the  Monday  on  which  the  schools  are  to 

begin  (and  not  unfrequently  till  Monday  morning),  for 

examination.  A  few  of  them,  we  will  suppose,  pass  a 

tolerable  examination  ;  more  of  them  get  through 

after  a  fashion,  while  some  of  them  prove  clearly  in- 

competent. 

Now,  what  shall  be  done  ?  The  schools  are  ex- 

pected to  commence  without  delay,  and  if  a  candidate 

is  refused,  the  prudential  committee  knows  not  where 

to  find  another,  and  perhaps  would  feel  indignant 

should  the  man  of  his  choice  not  be  approved.  Now, 
who  can  fail  to  see  that  here  is  a  dilemma  ?  It  is  late 

in  the  season — the  best  teachers  are  engaged,  and 

much  difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  obtaining  a 

suitable  one,  if  obtained  at  all.  A  delay  in  the  time 

of  commencing  the  school  is  unavoidable,  and  most 

probably  there  will  be  much  dissatisfaction  in  the  dis- 

trict with  the  town's  committee,  for  thus  arbitrarily 
abusing  their  power,  and  if  they  do  not  get  what  is 

significantly  called  a  ''jawing,"  they  may  be  sure  of 

the  silent  anathemas  of  the  rejected  teacher's  friends 
and  sympathizers. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  he  is  approved,  the  school 

must  inevitably  suflfer  from  the  disadvantage  of  having 

an  incompetent  teacher,  and  the  district  is  but  Httle 

better  oflf  than  if  the  school  had  not  kept.  The  ex- 
amination of  teachers  under  such  circumstances  is  in 

most  cases  a  mere  farce,  and  the  power  of  the  com- 

mittee practically  reduced  to  a  cipher.    More  depends 
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on  the  teacher  than  upon  any  and  every  thing  else 
connected  with  a  school. 

It  thus  becomes  a  question  of  primary  importance, 

how  we  shall  secure  instructors  of  proper  character 

and  qualifications  ?  Under  the  present  system,  diffi- 

culties often  occur ;  teachers  are  frequently  pressed 

into  the  service  who  are  wholly  unqualified,  and  the 

superintending  committee  fettered  in  their  eflforts  to 

raise  to  a  higher  standard  the  qualifications  of  our  in- 

structors. Such  will  undoubtedly  continue  to  be  the 

case,  so  long  as  the  duties  of  providing  and  approbat- 
ing teachers  are  entrusted  to  different  hands.  In  this 

view  of  the  case,  we  cannot  but  express  our  firm  con- 

viction that  our  schools  will  never  be  what  they  should, 

and  might  be,  until  a  radical  change  is  effected  in  the 

method  of  selecting  and  employing  teachers.  Proba- 
bly no  system  which  could  be  proposed  would  be  wholly 

unobjectionable,  and  under  which  failures  would  not 

sometimes  happen  ;  but  leaving  out  of  consideration 

the  illegality  of  the  present  mode,  it  does  seem  to  us, 

that  many  of  the  evils  arising  from  the  employment  of 

incompetent  teachers,  might  be  avoided,  if  the  duty  of 

selecting  teachers  were  wholly  intrusted  to  the  town's 
committee.  We  are  aware  that  it  would  increase  the 

duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  latter,  but  we  believe 

their  task  would,  on  the  whole,  be  much  more  agree- 

able than  at  present,  while  it  would  prevent  many  em- 
barrassments under  which  they  now  labor.  That 

many  advantages  would  attend  a  change  in  this  re- 
spect we  are  confident.  Less  dehcacy  would  be  felt 

in  discharging  teachers  who  might  prove  incompetent  ; 

and  having,  from  their  position,  a  more  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  schools  under 
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their  supervision  than  others  can  be  supposed  to 

have,  they  would,  we  are  persuaded,  secure  to  the 
districts  the  services  of  a  better  class  of  teachers  than 

we  sometimes  have.  Will  it  be  said  that  the  proposed 

change  would  place  too  much  povv^er  in  the  hands  of 

the  superintending  committee  ?  We  would  reply  that 

the  power  is  already  theirs  to  refuse  to  approbate  any 

teacher,  and  thus  defeat  the  plans  of  the  prudential 

committee,  while  they  have  not  the  power  to  select 

those  teachers  whom  they  deem  best  qualified  to  in- 

struct in  our  schools.  Again,  the  money  appropriated 

for  the  support  of  schools  is  raised  by  the  iouii,  not 

by  the  districts  ;  why  then  should  it  not  be  expended 

under  the  direction  of  its  duly  constituted  authorities. 

Moreover,  as  the  town's  committee  are  chiefly  held 
responsible  by  the  tov/n  for  the  character  of  its 

schools,  and  is  the  only  official  medium  through  which 

an  account  is  rendered,  to  the  town,  of  the  manner  in 

which  its  money  has  been  expended  and  its  children 

educated,  we  think  they  should  have  the  exclusive 

control  of  this  matter.  This  plan  has  been  adopted, 

with  the  best  results,  in  many  of  the  towns  in  the 

State,  and  is  fast  becoming  the  policy  of  the  entire 
Commonwealth. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  TEACHERS,  &c. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  improvement,  and  we  have  a 

right  to  expect  higher  qualifications  in  our  teachers 

than  heretofore.  The  teacher  works,  not  only  for 

time,  but  for  eternity.  To  him  is  committed  the 

training  of  immortal  minds.  How  important  then 

that  he  should  feel  his  responsibilities,  and  be  able  to 

meet  them ;  that  his  influence  should  be  of  such  a 

character,  as  to  leave  none  but  good  impressions  on 
2 
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the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  youth.  Tact  is  as  im- 

portant as  talent ;  wisdom  as  learning.  He  ought  to 
know  much  more  than  he  is  called  to  teach.  He 

ought  to  have,  not  only  a  familiar  knowledge  of  the 

elemtritary  branches,  and  many  that  are  not  elemen- 

tary, but  he  should  possess  an  aptness  to  teach,  tact 

in  management,  firmness  and  decision  of  character, 

mingled  with  gentleness  and  unmistakable  kindness. 

Above  all,  he  should  possess  a  capacity  to  govern — 

one  of  the  highest  qualifications  of  a  teacher,  and  with- 
out which  all  others  are  of  no  avail.  For  one  that 

fails  in  literary  attainments,  there  are  ten  that  fail  for 

want  of  the  abihty  to  govern.  Good  order  is  the  first 

requisite  of  a  good  school ;  and  a  school-room  in 
which  the  noise  of  whispering  and  drumming  of  feet 

is  continually  heard,  is  about  as  favorable  for  study  as 
the  interior  of  a  cotton  mill.  While  we  would  have 

order  preserved,  we  would  not  have  every  trifling  mis- 

demeanor visited  by  corporal  punishment,  by  rod  or 

ferule.  The  better  feelings  of  children  should  ever 

be  appealed  to,  and  moral  influences  brought  to  bear 

upon  the  mind  in  their  happiest  and  most  efficient  form  ; 

while  physical  remedies  are  held  in  reserve  as  a  last 

resort,  to  be  used  sparingly,  yet  eflectually,  when 
milder  treatment  fails. 

Very  many  of  the  disturbances  which  arise,  from 

time  to  time,  in  our  schools,  are  almost  always  trace- 

able, directly  or  indirectly,  to  bad  management  at 

home.  It  is  feared  that  the  wholesome  parental  dis- 

cipline of  former  years,  is  becoming  relaxed.  The 

supremacy  of  law  must  be  made  apparent  in  the 

schoDl-room,  yet  unless  children  are  taught  to  be  obe- 

dient and  respectful  at  home,  how  can  we  expect  them 
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to  be  submissive  and  orderly  at  school.  Parents  are 

too  ready  to  listen  to  the  complaints  of  children 

against  their  teacher.  He  is  too  strict,  or  not  strict 

enough ;  the  lessons  are  too  long,  or  too  short,  or 

something  is  the  matter.  Too  often  are  his  measures 

made  the  subject  of  criticism  and  condemnation  by 

parents,  and  this  in  the  hearing  of  the  children,  thus 

greatly  diminishing  that  respect  and  consideration  which 

should  always  be  felt  by  scholars  for  their  teacher,  and 

rendering  all  his  efforts  for  their  improvement,  com- 

paratively fruitless.  Teachers,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, are  but  human  beings,  and  as  well  as  other 

people,  have  their  failings  ;  and  to  suppose  they  will 

not  sometimes  be  guilty  of  trifling  indiscretions,  in 

word  or  act,  or  trivial  errors  in  their  conduct,  would 

be  unreasonable.  There  will  be  fixults  in  government, 

faults  in  instruction,  errors  in  management,  but  they 

ought  not,  for  a  moment,  to  shake  our  confidence  in 

a  teacher,  unless  of  sufficient  magnitude  totally  to 

disquahfy  him  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  or  of 

such  a  nature  that  he  can  no  longer  claim  our  respect. 

I'eachers  can  do  little  without  the  cheerful  and 

hearty  co-operation  of  parents,  and  this  they  should 
receive.    Concert  of  action  is  the  secret  of  success. 

GENERAL  EEMARKS. 

Higli  Sdiool. 

The  disposition  is  too  general  with  many  of  our 

scholars  to  begin  the  study  of  the  higher  branches  be- 

fore mastering  the  more  elementary  ones ;  for  instance, 

to  commence  the  study  of  Algebra,  before  obtaining 

a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  practical 

applications  of  common  Arithmetic.    This  is  a  great 
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mistake.  There  is  nothing  Hke  thoroughness  in  the 

elementary  branches.  If  the  foundation  is  not  well 

laid,  t  ie  superstructure  can  never  be  stable.  Nothing 

is  more  common  than  to  meet  with  errors  in  orthog- 

raphy, which  the  veriest  tyro  in  the  spelling-book 

ought  to  be  ashamed  of — to  say  nothing  of  the  glar- 

ing deficiency  of  grammatical  knowledge,  so  frequent- 
ly met  with  in  the  construction  of  sentences.  JNo  one 

can  be  said  to  be  well  educated,  who  cannot  write  an 

ordinary  letter  with  grammatical  accuracy,  and  with- 

out violating  the  rules  of  the  spelhng-book,  no  matter 
how  exalted  may  be  his  attainments  in  other  respects. 

Algebra,  Geometry,  &c.,  are  useful  studies,  indis- 
pensable to  some,  and  necessary  for  ail  who  would 

attain  proficiency  in  the  higher  departments  of  mathe- 

matics ;  yet  they  should  not  be  entered  upon,  till  a 

complete  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  more  ele- 
mentary studies  is  acquired.  Many,  it  is  feared,  in 

their  haste  to  get  through  the  arithmetic,"  as  it  is 
called,  fail  to  gain  any  thing  like  an  adequate  knowl- 

edge of  its  principles.  It  is  not  enough  to  repeat  the 

rule,  or  solve  the  problem,  but  the  reason  of  the  rule, 

and  the  rationale  of  the  operation  should  be  known. 

Nothing  should  be  passed  over  that  is  not  well  under- 

stood. The  old  adage  that,  "  what  is  worth  doing  at 

all,  is  worth  doing  well,"  is  pre-eminently  applicable 
to  teachino;. 

Our  common  schools  were  not  intended  to  super- 

cede the  necessity  of  higher  institutions  of  learning, 

and  they  never  will.  Their  function  is  to  give  to 

every  child  in  the  Commonwealth  the  elements  of  a 

good  English  education,  and  this  is  all  they  can  well 

perform.    If  you  wish  to  give  your  children  a  better 
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education  than  these  afford — if  you  would  teach  them 

the  Languages,  higher  Mathematics,  Chemistry, 

Natural  Philosophy,  &c.,  with  success,  you  must 

establish  a  high  school,  or  send  them  to  academies 

and  private  schools,  where  the  acquisition  of  these  is 

made  an  object  of  special  importance,  and  where 

facilities  are  afforded  for  their  successful  prosecution. 

Nothing  is  gained,  in  our  opinion,  by  introducing 
them  into  our  common  schools.  No  addition  can  be 

made  with  advantage  to  the  number  of  studies  already 

pursued,  and  every  such  addition  must  be  made  at  the 

expense  of  those  already  taught.  Even  were  our 

teachers  abundantly  qualified  to  teach  the  higher 

branches,  the  temptation  is  very  great,  vv^lien  intro- 
duced, to  devote  too  much  attention  to  these,  to  the 

neglect  of  the  more  common,  yet  certainly  more 

widely  useful  studies.  The  subject  of  a  high  school 

has  several  times  been  brought  before  the  town,  yet 

nothing  has  been  done  ;  though  money  enough  is  an- 

nually paid  by  the  inhabitants  for  instruction  in  private 
schools,  to  sustain  one  for  at  least  three  months  in  the 

year.  We  trust  a  movement  will  soon  be  made 

for  the  establishment  of  a  school  of  this  character,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  town. 

With  regard  to  the  amount  appropriated  by  the 

town  for  the  support  of  schools,  we  do  not  believe  it 

to  be  too  great ;  at  least,  we  think  the  town  could  do 

much  worse  than  to  expend  ̂ 1500  for  the  education 

of  its  children,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  be  diminished. 

If  properly  expended,  it  will  surely  repay  good  in- 
terest in  coming  years.  Some  may  think  the  amount 

extravagantly  large,  yet  it  may  be  doubted  whether  a 

less  sum  is  sufficient  to  maintain  them  in  their  present 
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condition.  Higher  wages  are  demanded  by  teachers 

now,  than  formerly,  and  the  prices  of  board  and  fuel 

have  advanced  fully  one-third  within  the  last  few 

years.  In  1842,  the  average  wages  of  male  teachers 

per  month,  paid  by  the  town,  including  board,  was 

021,4^0  ;  exclusive  of  board,  ̂ 20,40  ;  of  female  teach- 
ers, ^11,02  per  month,  or  $5,19,  exclusive  of  board. 

Thirty  dollars  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  is  now 

paid  by  the  town  for  male  teachers,  and  ̂ 9,00  for 

female.  This,  it  will  be  seen,  is  quite  an  advance  on 

former  rates,  though  it  is  questionable  whether  the 

services  of  such  teachers  as  we  need,  can  be  obtained 
for  less. 

In  each  of  the  three  larger  districts,  two  schools 

have  been  kept  both  summer  and  winter.  The  num- 

ber of  scholars  attending  these  schools  at  the  present 

time,  would  seem  to  make  such  an  arrangement  ne- 

cessary ;  and  while  a  small  additional  outlay  is  incur- 
red for  teachers,  it  affords  the  advanced  scholars 

increased  facihties  for  pursuing  their  studies  with  suc- 
cess. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  general  character  of  the  schools  the  past  year 

has  been  such  as  to  leave  little  room  for  fault-finding 

by  the  committee.  Of  their  progress  and  general 

management,  with  but  few  exceptions,  we  can  speak 

in  terms  of  high  commendation.  Most  of  them  have 

been  placed  in  charge  of  competent  and  efficient  in- 

structors, who  have  labored  faithfully  for  their  im- 

provement, and  are  deserving  of  our  warmest  praise. 

One  or  two  partial  failures  occurred  in  the  summer 

schools,  through  the  youthfulness  and  inexperience  of 

the  teachers.    Many  who  would  make  excellent  teach- 
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ers,  by  devoting  a  few  years  to  study  as  a  special 

preparation  for  teaching,  fail  for  want  of  experience 

and  mental  discipline.  The  attention  of  young  per- 
sons among  us,  intending  soon  to  become  teachers, 

(and  we  have  undoubtedly  good  material  for  such,)  is 

drawn  to  the  necessity  of  thorough  preparation.  No- 

thing will  be  lost  by  being  fully  prepared ;  you  will 

sooner  attain  eminence  in  your  profession  by  delay, 

than  by  entering  upon  the  work  imperfectly  qualified. 

The  winter  schools,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 

were  all  we  had  reason  to  expect ;  while  some  of  them 

surpassed  expectation,  and  exhibited  unusual  profi- 

ciency in  their  studies.  Our  intercourse  with  teach- 

ers and  scholars,  has  been  mutually  pleasant  and  prof- 

itable ;  while  we  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the 

minds  of  the  latter,  a  sense  of  the  advantages  they  en- 

joy, and  the  importance  of  improving  them  to  their 
utmost  extent. 

Centre  Scliool. 

Prudential  Committee,  Daniel  Jones. 

Summer  Term. — The  higher  department  of  this 

school  was  taught  by  Miss  Caroline  E.  Hosmer,  of 

Concord.  Miss  H.  proved  herself  to  be  a  capable  and 

efficient  teacher.  The  reading,  from  the  lowest  class 

to  the  highest,  was  remarkably  good,  showing  a  very 

decided  improvement,  under  the  instruction  of  this 

teacher.  We  consider  this  an  important  branch  of 

school  learning,  and  one  which  should  receive  in- 
creased attention  from  teachers.  It  requires  much 

training  and  instruction,  to  mak j  even  a  good  reader. 

The  exercises  in  Geography,  Grammar  and  Arithme- 

tic, were  creditable.  The  order  was  unexceptionable, 

and  the  general  appearance  of  the  school  satisfactory. 

Length  of  school,  14  weeks. 
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The  Primary  Department  was  placed  in  charge  of 

Miss  Mary  Jane  Harris,  of  this  town.  Miss  H.  man- 

aged her  little  company  very  successfully,  evincing 

much  skill  and  tact  in  government,  as  well  as  in  her 

method  of  teaching.  The  order  was  as  perfect  as 

could  be  desired  ;  and,  though  a  large  portion  of  the 

school  belonged  to  the  class  of  abecedarians,  much 

progress  was  made  by  all.  The  promptness  with 
which  some  of  the  smaller  classes  recited  in 

concert  the  names  and  capitals  of  the  differ- 
ent States  of  the  Union,  was  truly  admirable,  when 

we  consider  that  most  of  them  were  under  eight  years 

of  age.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  this  teacher's  ef- 
forts were  appreciated  by  the  district,  and  gave  general 

satisfaction.    Length  of  school,  10  weeks. 

PVififer  Term. — The  winter  term  of  this  school  was 

taught  by  Mr.  Mark  Davis,  of  Townsend,  Mass.  A 

member  of  the  senior  class  in  Dartmouth  College,  an 

excellent  scholar,  and  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary 

mental  and  physical  endowments,  he  is  capable, 

under  the  guidance  of  sound  moral  principles,  of  at- 

taining eminence  in  almost  any  profession.  Mr.  D.  is 

a  thorough  disciplinarian,  and  every  scholar,  whether 

large  or  small,  was  required  to  conform  to  the  rules 

and  regulations  of  the  school.  Whispering  was  strict- 

ly prohibited,  and  good  order  at  all  times  maintained. 

Corporal  punishment  was  several  times  resorted  to, 

yet  in  few  cases  perhaps  in  which  it  was  wholly  unde- 
served. Some  complaint  was  made  of  the  severity  of 

this  teacher,  but  whether  reasonably  or  not,  we  will 

not  under  ake  to  decide.  While  we  were  pleased 

with  many  features  in  his  method  of  gove:  ning,  it  is 

our  candid  opinion,  that  had  he  had  less  recourse  to 
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the  ferule,  as  a  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  and 

governed  mainly  by  moral  influences,  he  would  have 

been  more  successful  in  securing  the  affections  of  his 

scholars  and  increasing  the  efficiency  of  his  school. 

Let  us  have  order  at  any  rate,  but  we  greatly  prefer 

that  form  of  government,  wiiich  is  maintained  chiefly 

(not  exclusively)  by  moral  influences,  rather  than  that 

which  proceeds  from  direful  imaginings  of  impending 

punishment  of  a  corporal  nature.  And  when  a  teacher 

is  compelled  to  resort  to  the  latter,  it  should  be  dis- 

tinctly seen  and  understood  by  the  school,  that  it  is  a 

painful  necessity,  rather  than  a  particular  delight,  on 

the  part  of  the  teacher.  Good  progress  was  made  in 

all  the  studies  pursued,  and  a  promptness  and 

accuracy  exhibited  in  their  recitations,  which  made 

it  apparent  that  the  scholars  possessed  a'  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  what  they  had  been  over. 

Mr.  D.  was  highly  successful  in  infusing  hfe 

and  energy  into  his  school,  while  his  aptness  at  illus- 
tration and  explanation  secured  the  attention  of  his 

scholars,  and  gave  increased  interest  to  the  exercises 

of  the  school-room.  On  the  whole,  we  think  the 

Centre  School  has  seldom  appeared  in  better  condi- 

tion than  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term.  Length  of 

school,  11  weeks. 

The  Primary  Department  was  taught  by  Miss  Mar- 

tha A.  Keyes,  of  this  town,  with  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess. Miss  Keyes  is  one  of  our  best  teachers.  Firm 

and  dignified,  yet  gentle  and  persuasive  in  her  manner 

of  governing,  we  need  not  say  that  she  secured  the 

obedience  and  respect  of  her  scholars,  as  well  as  the 

admiration  of  parents  and  friends.  Though  the  school 

was  large,  numbering  nearly  fifty  scholars,  perfect  or- 
3 
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der  reigned,  and  everything  about  the  school  moved 

with  the  regularity  of  clock  work.  The  examination 

was  a  pleasant  affair,  and  though  quite  a  number  of 

the  best  scholars  were  absent,  by  reason  of  sickness, 

the  exercises  of  those  present  reflected  much  honor 

on  themselves  and  their  teacher.  We  deem  it  simple 

justice  to  Miss  Keyes  to  say,  that  this  school  was  never, 

to  our  knowledge,  in  a  more  flourishing  condition 

than  under  her  instruction.  We  hope  she  may  con- 
tinue to  labor  in  our  public  schools  for  an  indefinite 

period ;  at  least,  till  called  to  relinquish  the  employ- 
ment of  teaching,  from  considerations  which  must  ever 

claim  attention  from  our  female  friends.  Length  of 

school,  11  weeks. 

West  School. 

Prudential  Committee,  Adelbert  Mead. 

Summer  Term, — The  higher  department  of  this 

school  was  placed  under  the  management  of  Miss 

Martha  C.  Harris,  a  resident  of  this  town,  and  favor- 

ably known  as  an  accurate  and  thorough  scholar. 
She  entered  the  school,  determined  to  devote  herself 

to  its  interests  and  advancement.  The  order  sus- 

tained in  this  school  was  excellent,  and  good  im- 

provement was  made  in  the  studies  pursued.  Though 

the  teacher  labored  under  some  disadvantages,  the 

appearance  at  the  final  examination  was  on  the  whole 

satisfactory.    Length  of  school,  14  weeks. 

Primary  Department. 

The  primary  schools  of  this  district,  both  summer 

and  winter,  were  under  the  care  of  Miss  B.  A.  Mead. 

As  a  teacher,  Miss  Mead  sustained  herself  well  in  her 

arduous  and  perplexing  duties.    Patient  and  devoted, 
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she  dedicated  her  whole  time  to  the  advancement  of 

her  school ;  and  while  much  beloved  by  pupils  and 

parents,  was  very  laborious  and  faithful.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  school  under  her  instruction,  has  been  uni- 

formly satisfactory.  Length  of  school — -summer,  14 

weeks ;  winter,  12  wrecks. 

Winter  Term, — The  winter  term  of  the  higher  de- 

partment of  this  school  was  committed  to  the  manage- 
ment and  instruction  of  Mr.  John  C.  Hale,  likewise  a 

student  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  an  excellent  and 
devoted  teacher.  From  its  commencement  to  its 

close,  both  teacher  and  scholars  seemed  deeply  inter- 
ested in  their  work ;  and  the  result  was,  one  of  the 

best  schools  we  have  had  in  the  west  district,  if  not  in 

the  town,  for  many  years.  This  section  of  the  town 

abounds  in  the  best  possible  material  for  a  first  rate 

school,  and  Mr.  H.  evidently  made  great  exertions  to 

improve  his  advantages  in  this  respect  to  their  utmost 

extent.  Thoroughness  was  one  of  the  leading  charac- 

teristics of  his  teaching  ;  and  while  nothing  was  passed 

over  without  being  properly  understood,  good  pro- 
gress was  made  in  all  the  branches  taught.  At  the 

examination,  all  the  classes  appeared  well,  many  of 

them  exhibiting  unusual  proficiency  in  their  studies, 

as  well  as  much  promptness  and  accuracy  in  their  re- 
citations. As  an  evidence  of  the  interest  felt  in  this 

school,  by  parents  and  others,  we  may  be  permitted  to 

state,  that  the  examination  was  attended  by  nearly  one 

hundred  spectators,  many  of  them  from  distant  parts 

of  the  town.  While  the  appearance  and  progress  of 

the  school  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  committee, 

all  seemed  gratified  with  the  many  evidences  of  profi- 

ciency in  the  scholars,  and  of  faithfulness  and  diligence 
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on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  The  excellent  singing, 

by  the  scholars  belonging  to  the  school,  added  much 

to  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion,  and  was  a  pleasing 

feature  in  the  school.  Nearly  ̂ 20  were  raised  by 

subscription  in  the  district,  to  prolong  the  school,  thus 

affording  gratifying  proof  that  the  labors  of  this  teach- 
er were  appreciated,  and  lengthening  out  the  school 

two  weeks  or  more.  We  trust  Mr.  Hale's  services 

may  be  secured  another  season.  Length  of  school, 
13  weeks. 

South  School. 

Prudential  Committee,  N.  H.  "VVheeler. 

Summer  Term, — The  summer  term  of  this  school,  as 

well  as  the  primary  department  of  the  winter  term,  was 

taught  by  Miss  Tryphena  Clark,  of  Concord,  with  grat- 

ifying success.  Capable  and  efficient,  she  fully  sustain- 
ed the  reputation  she  acquired  last  year,  as  a  devoted 

and  successful  teacher.  Mild,  yet  firm,  in  government, 

the  order  in  her  school  was  excellent,  while  much  im- 

provement was  manifested  during  the  whole  term. 

Without  any  attempt  at  display,  the  instruction  was 

thorough  and  systematic. 

What  we  have  said  respecting  this  school,  is  equally 

applicable  to  the  primary  department  of  the  winter 

school.  Miss  C.  has  now  taught  in  this  district  four 

consecutive  terms ;  and  while  she  has  enjoyed,  in  a 

high  degree,  the  confidence  of  parents,  her  labors 

have  been  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  committee. 

Length  of  school — summer,  16  weeks;  winter  11 
weeks. 

The  Primary  Department  of  this  school,  during  its 

summer  term,  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Sarah  A. 

Shattuck,  of  this  town,  who  managed  her  httle  charge 
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very  skillfully,  imparting  much  knowledge  to  little 

minds,  and  teaching  "  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot," 
with  admirable  success. 

Winter  Term. — The  winter  term  of  the  higher  de- 

partment of  the  South  School  was  commenced,  and 

continued  seven  weeks,  by  Mr.  John  B.  Goodrich. 

A  student  of  Dartmouth  College,  amply  qualified  so 

far  as  regards  his  literary  attainments,  Mr.  G.  came 

to  us  well  recommended  as  a  teacher  ;  and  from  per- 
sonal examination,  the  committee  indulged  the  most 

flattering  hopes  that  the  South  School  would  receive 

a  new  impetus  under  his  management  and  instruction. 

In  this,  we  greatly  regret  to  say,  we  were  disappoint- 

ed. At  our  first  visit  to  the  school,  and  indeed  every 

subsequent  visit,  a  lack  of  order  was  plainly  apparent. 

This  we  distinctly  intimated  to  the  teacher,  both  in 

conversation  with  him,  and  in  our  remarks  to  the 

scholars.  Hoping  the  school  might  improve  in  this 

respect,  Mr.  G.  was  continued  in  charge  till  it  be- 

came certain  that  he  was  not  the  man  to  govern  the 

South  School.  With  extreme  reluctance,  and  only 
after  a  firm  conviction  that  the  interests  of  the  school 

demanded  it,  he  was  dismissed,  and  Mr.  Ohver  Weth- 

erbee,  of  Boxborough,  was  employed  to  teach  during 
the  remainder  of  the  term.  Mr.  W.  is  well  known  as 

an  able  and  experienced  teacher,  and  during  the  short 

time  the  school  enjoyed  his  instructions,  good  progress 

was  made.  The  scholars  were  obedient  and  respect- 

ful to  their  teacher,  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced 

in  preserving  order.  Mr.  W.  took  much  pains  to  in- 
terest and  instruct  his  scholars,  during  the  few  weeks 

he  was  with  them,  especially  in  reading,  spelling,  and 

mental  aritlimetic,  in  which  many  of  them  were  far 
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from  being  experts.  We  can  only  regret  that  suf- 
ficient time  was  not  allowed  Mr.  W.,  more  fully  to 

develop  the  capacity  of  the  school  for  improvement, 

and  to  do  justice  to  his  own  ability  as  a  teacher. 

Length  of  school,  10  weeks. 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  boys  in  this 

school,  while  under  Mr.  Goodrich,  we  cannot  speak 

in  too  strong  terms  of  disapprobation.  While  there 

might  be  some  apology  for  idleness  and  want  of  inter- 
est in  study,  under  certain  circumstances,  there  can 

be  none  whatever  for  defacing  the  walls  and  benches 

of  the  school-room. 

North  School. 

Prudential  Committee^  Amos  ITandley. 

Summer  Term, — This  school  was  fortunate  in  secur- 

ing the  services  of  an  able  and  experienced  teacher, 

in  the  person  of  Miss  Lucy  Barnard,  of  this  town,  and 

fully  maintained  the  high  reputation  it  has  sustained  in 

former  years,  as  one  of  uncommon  excellence.  The 

progress  made  in  all  the  branches  taught  was  highly 

satisfactory.  The  reading  was  remarkably  good  in  all 

the  classes,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  exercises 

in  Geography,  Grammar  and  Arithmetic.  The  writ- 

ing books, — and  nearly  all  wrote, — were  kept  with 
unusual  neatness,  and  showed  much  improvement  in 

the  art  chirographic.  Fowle's  series  of  Outhne  Maps, 
purchased  by  subscription  in  the  district,  were  intro- 

duced with  good  effect  during  the  term.  Though  in- 

ferior to  Pelton's  series,  they  are  much  less  expensive, 
and  somethino^  of  the  kind  should  be  found  in  all  our 

schools.  Any  thing  that  can  be  taught  through  the 

eye^  is  much  more  readily  comprehended  by  children, 
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and  indelibly  fixed  in  their  minds  by  means  of  globes, 

maps,  charts,  and  diagrams  on  the  black-board,  than 

by  any  verbal  description.  Much  praise  is  due  Miss 

B.  for  her  devotion  to  the  interests  of  her  charge,  and 

for  the  faithfulness  with  which  she  discharged  her  du- 
ties as  teacher.    Length  of  school,  16  weeks. 

Winter  Term, — The  winter  term  of  this  school  was 

under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.  Mr. 

Conant  is  too  well  and  favorably  known  among  us,  as 

an  able  and  experienced  teacher,  to  need  any  com- 
mendation from  us.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  he  is  one 

of  our  best  teachers,  and  was  never  more  successful 

than  during  the  past  winter.  Deeply  interested  in  his 

school,  he  spared  no  efforts  to  secure  its  advancement ; 

and  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  rapid  progress 

was  made.  The  discipline  of  the  school  was  remark- 

ably good,  and  the  general  deportment  of  the  scholars 

highly  exemplary.  At  the  examination,  all  the  classes 

appeared  well.  The  reading  of  the  first  class,  in  par- 

ticular, was  excellent — the  clearness  and  distinctness 

of  the  articulation,  and  the  nice  discrimination  in  re- 

gard to  emphatic  words,  being  such  as  to  convey  to 

the  hearer  not  only  the  sound,  but  the  sense  of  what 

was  read.  The  first  class  in  Algebra,  likewise,  de- 

serve especial  praise,  having  not  only  g07ie  through, 

but  thoroughly  mastered  Davies'  Elements,  and  ob- 
tained a  very  respectable  acquaintance  with  this 

branch  of  mathematics.  The  examination,  which 

was  well  attended  by  parents  and  others,  was  marked 

by  unusual  promptness  and  accuracy  in  the  recitations, 

affording  gratifying  evidence  of  dihgence  on  the  part 
of  both  teacher  and  scholars. 

Though  small,  this  is  one  of  our  best  schools,  and 
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the  proficiency  of  the  scholars,  as  a  whole,  equal  to 

any  thing  we  have  ever  witnessed  in  our  district 

schools.  We  are  pleased  to  see  so  much  interest 

manifested  by  the  parents  of  this  district  in  their 

schools — undoubtedly  a  main  element  in  their  pros- 

perity.   Length  of  school,  15  weeks. 

East  School. 

Prudential  Committee,  William  Wheeler. 

Summer  Term, — This  school  commenced  April  9th, 
under  the  judicious  management  and  instruction  of 

Miss  Celeste  J.  Robbins,  an  inhabitant  of  the  town, 

and  an  excellent  and  devoted  teacher.  The  experi- 
ence of  last  summer  was  quite  sufficient  to  recommend 

the  policy  of  commencing  the  school  so  early  in  the 

season,  as  to  allow  it  to  close  before  the  berries  should 

have  time  to  mature,  thus  avoiding  the  disastrous  con- 

sequences of  prolonging  it  to  a  later  period.  At  our 

first  visit  to  the  school,  it  appeared  remarkably  well, 

while  it  seemed  to  be  the  determination  of  the  teacher, 

that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  her  part  to  make 

this  a  good  school.  We  are  happy  to  say  that  she 

was  very  successful  in  awakening  an  interest  in  her 

school,  and  that  good  progress  was  made  by  all.  Its 

appearance,  at  its  close,  afforded  much  satisfaction  to 

those  present,  and  was  creditable  to  both  scholars  and 

teacher.    Length  of  school,  18  weeks. 

Winter  Term. — The  winter  term  of  the  East  School 

was  placed  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Samuel  W. 

Lovejoy.  Fresh  from  the  classic  halls  of  old  Dart- 
mouth, with  considerable  experience  and  success  as  a 

teacher,  much  was  expected  of  this  school  and  its  in- 

structor.   We  are  happy  to  say  that  Mr.  L.'s  efforts 
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were  attended  with  very  good  success,  and  that  the 

progress  and  condition  of  the  school  under  his  charge, 

was  in  general,  satisfactory.  Much  interest  was 

shown  by  the  parents  and  prudential  committee  of  the 

district  in  its  prosperity,  and  we  believe  the  services 

of  this  teacher  were  acceptable  to  both.  The  order 

was  unexceptionable,  and  a  commendable  interest 

in  study  was  apparent.  In  penmanship,  this  school 

has  long  excelled.  The  writing  books  were  unusually 

neat  in  their  appearance,  and  we  noticed  that  a  large 

number  of  the  scholars  wrote  a  very  fair  hand.  The 

examination  was  well  attended,  and  though  some  of 

the  classes  did  not  appear  quite  as  well  as  we  had  ex- 

pected, the  exercises  were  creditable  to  the  school  and 

the  teacher.  The  presence  of  a  large  number  of 

spectators,  sometimes  proves  a  source  of  embarrass- 

ment to  the  scholars,  (as  we  thought  it  did  in  this  in- 

stance), disturbing,  in  some  degree,  that  mental  equi- 
librium so  necessary  on  such  occasions.  Moreover, 

some  teachers  have  a  much  greater  faculty  of  show- 

ing off,"  as  it  is  called,  than  others,  and  we  cannot 
always  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  progress  of  a 

school,  from  the  brilliancy  of  the  examination,  espe- 
cially when  the  teacher  has  the  hberty  to  proceed  in 

his  own  way,  and  no  questions  are  asked.  It  is  al- 

ways satisfactory  to  a  committee,  to  know  from 

personal  examination  that  the  real  and  apparent  pro- 

gress of  a  school  are  the  same  ;  and  it  is  their  unques- 

tionable privilege  to  satisfy  themselves  on  this  point. 

This  teacher  labored  dihgently  for  the  improvement 

of  his  school,  and  the  progress  of  most  of  the  scholars 

was  all  that  could  have  been  anticipated.  Length  of 

school,  13  weeks,  of  which  the  expense  of  the  last  two 
4 



23 

was  paid  by  subscription  in  the  district,  ;^22  being 

raised  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  prudential 
committee. 

South  East  School. 

Prudential  Committee,  Cyrus  Fletcher. 

Summer  Term, — This  school  was  placed  under  the 
care  and  tuition  of  Miss  Eliza  J.  Hosmer,  of  Concord, 

Miss  Hosmer  passed  a  very  good  examination  before 

the  committee  on  entering  the  school,  and  though 

young,  it  was  thought  she  might  manage  it  success- 
fully. She  did  well,  though  the  improvement  was 

not  so  great  as  could  have  been  desired.  There  was 

a  lack  of  interest  in  study,  and  the  order  was  not  at 

all  times  as  perfect  as  we  could  have  wished.  If  this 

school  is  a  small  one,  there  are  as  big  rogues  in  it  as 

in  most  schools,  and  it  requires  a  pretty  firm 

hand  to  govern  them.  We  have  not  the  least 

disposition  to  find  fault  with  Miss  H.,  for  not  ac- 

complishing more  than  she  did,  for  we  believe  she  did 

her  best  to  advance  her  school ;  but  we  take  this  op- 

portunity to  say  to  those  who  are  expecting  soon  to 

become  teachers,  that  school-teaching  is  far  from  be- 

ing that  easy,  delightful  employment  that  many  sup- 
pose, and  that  it  requires  much  firmness  and  decision 

of  character,  a  large  stock  of  patience,  and  thorough 

discipline  of  the  mental  powers,  to  teach  and  govern 

well.  The  average  attendance  of  this  school,  as  shown 

by  the  register,  was  the  lowest  of  any  in  town.  Length 
of  school,  15  weeks. 

Winter  Term, — The  winter  term  of  this  school  was 

taught  by  Mr.  Alvah  M.  Richardson,  of  Winches- 

ter.    We  hardly  know   what  to  say  respecting 
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the  school  in  this  district,  or  whether  it  is  best  to  say 

any  thing.  It  has  been  a  continual  eye-sore  to  your 
committee,  ever  since  they  have  had  any  thing  to  do 

with  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  prudential  committee, 

for  the  last  two  years,  seem  to  have  been  singularly 

unfortunate  in  their  selection  of  teachers.  Then, 

there  is,  we  fear,  a  want  of  that  harmony  and  good 

understanding  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  in 

relation  to  school  matters,  that  should  prevail.  We 

attribute,  however,  the  backward  state  of  this  school, 

more  to  the  want  of  teachers  of  the  right  stamp,  than 

to  any  thing  else.  There  are  some  good  scholars 

here,  and  it  only  needs  a  succession  of  teachers  of  the 

right  character,  to  attain  a  respectable  position  among 

the  schools  of  the  town.  As  it  is,  we  cannot  but  re- 

gret that  so  many  golden  opportunities  of  the  children 

and  youth  of  the  district,  should  be  thrown  away  un- 

der the  instruction,  or  rather  mismanagement,  of 

incompetent  teachers. 

The  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  this  school 

the  past  winter,  presented  himself  for  examina- 

tion to  the  committee  the  Saturday  previous  to 

commencing  the  school,  and  though  hardly  satisfactory, 

we  did  not  feel  hke  rejecting  him  on  the  ground  of 

deficiency  in  literary  attainments,  well  knowing,  that 

in  consequence  of  the  embarrassment  usually  attending 

an  examination,  the  best  teachers  sometimes  fail  to  do 

themselves  justice.  He  was  accordingly  permitted  to 

begin  the  school,  with  the  strongest  desires  on  our 

part  that  he  might  be  successful.  It  soon  became  ap- 

parent that  his  capacity  for  government,  as  well  as  his 

tact  in  teaching,  was  quite  limited ;  yet  the  difficulty 

of  procuring  a  suitable  teacher,  so  late  in  the  season, 
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prevented  us  from  displacing  him.  In  speaking  of 

this  teacher,  we  would  not  be  severe.  He  was  un- 

doubtedly a  highly  respectable,  conscientious  young 

man,  yet  we  cannot  but  think  he  has  mistaken  his 

calling,  in  assuming  that  of  a  teacher.  He  did  not 

keep  the  school  out,  probably  conscious  himself  that 

he  was  not  accomplishing  all  that  could  be  desired. 

That  he  labored  faithfully  for  the  improvement  of  his 

school,  we  have  no  doubt,  but  truth  compels  us  to  say, 

with  moderate  success.  Length  of  school,  12  weeks. 
MORAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Before  closing,  permit  us  to  say  a  word  respecting 

the  moral  instruction  of  our  youth.  However  well 

educated  a  child  may  be  intellectually^  if  his  moral 

character  is  bad,  he  cannot  become  a  useful  citizen. 

Educated  in  habits  of  idleness,  intemperance  and  pro- 

fanity, regardless  of  the  principles  of  truth  and  honesty, 

he  cannot  be  the  man  he  should  be ;  while  his  influ- 

ence cannot  be  otherwise  than  prejudicial  to  the  best 

interests  of  those  around  him  and  of  society  at  large. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed,  in  recommending  increased 

attention  to  this  branch  of  education,  that  by  moral 
instruction  we  mean  the  indoctrination  of  our  schools 

in  the  dogmas  of  sectarian  theology.  This  is  impossi- 
ble and  undesirable.  But  by  moral  instruction,  we  mean 

the  inculcation  of  those  great  principles  of  Christian 

morality  that  lie  at  the  foundation  of  individual  and 

social  happiness — about  which  there  is  no  difference  of 

opinion,  and  the  importance  of  which  is  acknowledged 

by  all.  Our  fathers,  in  establishing  a  common  school 

system  of  education,  were  far  from  intending  that  in- 

tellectual training  should  be  the  exclusive  object  of  at- 

tention.   They  provided  expressly,  by  statute,  that  "all 
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instructors  of  youth  should  take  diUgent  care  to  im- 

press upon  the  minds  of  those  committed  to  their 

charge,  the  principles  of  piety  and  justice,  a  sacred 

regard  to  truth,  love  to  their  country,  humanity,  so- 

briety, industry,  moderation  and  temperance,  and  all 

those  minor  virtues,  which  are  the  ornament  of  human 

society,  and  the  basis  of  our  republican  institutions." 
In  visiting  some  of  our  schools,  we  have  been  painfully 

impressed  with  the  lack  of  attention  to  this  subject. 

Occasionally,  profane  language  is  heard  5  though,  to 

their  honor  be  it  said,  but  seldom.  A  great  responsi- 

biUty  rests  with  parents  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Teachers  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  expected  to 

do  everything.  We  would  have  more  attention  given 

to  the  formation  of  good  manners  in  our  schools  ;  to 

the  cultivation  of  the  external  forms  of  common  polite- 
ness; to  those  small,  sweet  courtesies  and  civihties  of 

life,  that  give  such  an  indescribable  charm  to  social 

intercourse,  and  are  ever  among  the  surest  passports 

to  public  esteem. 

The  superintendence  of  your  schools  is  no  trifling 

affair,  and  when  faithfully  performed,  requires  the  sa- 

crifice of  much  time  and  personal  convenience.  En- 

couraged by  your  liberality,  we  have  endeavored  to 

discharge  our  official  duties,  with  fidelity  to  the  inter- 
ests of  your  schools,  and  to  exercise  with  moderation 

and  discretion  the  authority  committed  to  our  trust. 

While  we  lay  no  claim  to  infallibility,  we  are  uncon- 

scious of  having  acted  from  unworthy  motives,  or  of 

having  departed  from  the  principles  of  equity  and  hon- 

or in  our  decisions.  We  well  know  it  is  scarcely 

possible  to  please  all,  and  can  hardly  flatter  ourselves 

that  we  have  done  so.    Whatever  may  be  the  policy 



30 

of  a  committee,  in  regard  to  schools,  there  will  always 

be  some  to  find  fault — their  measures  will  seldom  fail 

to  meet  with  opposition  from  some  quarter. 

A  variety  of  circumstances  conspire  to  render  their 

duties  difficult,  and  sometimes  disagreeable  ;  and  they 

ought,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  be  cheerfully  sustained 

by  their  fellow  citizens  in  their  efforts  for  the  improve- 

ment of  our  schools.  We  say,  then,  let  your  commit- 
tee be  men  in  whose  wisdom,  integrity  and  judgment, 

you  can  confide,  and  give  them  your  unhmited  confi- 
dence. In  resigning  the  superintendence  of  your 

schools  to  other  hands,  your  committee  cannot  but 

express  the  hope  that  they  may  be  sustained  by  the 

increasing  liberahty  of  the  town,  and  continue  to 

flourish  under  the  instruction  and  supervision  of  future 
teachers  and  committees. 

Yours  respectfully. 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle, 
John  M.  Miles, 
Luther  Conant,  Jr., Acton* 



Tabular  Statement  for  1855. 
Di
st
ri
ct
s.
 

Names  op 

TEACHERS. 

Wages,  
including  

board 

per  
month. 

Amount  
of  

do. 

Whole  
No.  

of  
Scholars. 

Average  
No.  

Scholars. Average  
per  

cent. 

[No.  
over  

15  
yrs.  

of  
age.|| 

No.  
under  

5  
yrs.  

of  
age.  
1 

Length  
of  

School,  
in 

months. 

SUMMER. 

Centre, 

West, 

South, 
Fjao  I, 
North, 
So  'F.!\<tt 

(  Caroline  E.  Hosmer, 
1  Mary  J.  Harris, 
j  Martha  C.  Harris, 
j  ±>.  A.  Mead, 
I  Tryphena  Clark, 
1  Sarah  A.  Shattuck, 
Celeste  J.  Robbins, 
Lucy  Barnard, 
Eliza  J.  Hosmer, 

$20  00 
14  00 
16  00 
16  00 
17  00 
12  00 
1  6  00 
16  00 
15  00 

$70  00 35  00 
56  00 
56  00 
68  00 
42  00 
72  00 
64  00 
56  25 

53 
32 34 
38 
46 30 
34 

35 24 

47  1-2 
27  1-9 
24  1-6 
32  2-7 37 

22 
26  1-2 
26  1-4 
16  3-4 

89  6-10 84  7-10 
71 85 

80  1-2 
73  3-10 78 

75 
70 

0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
2 

8 
0 
6 
0 
7 
5 
5 
2 

3  1-2 
2  1-2 
3  1-2 
3  1-2 
4 

3  1-2 
4  1-2 
4 

3  3-4 Total, 
$142  00 $519  25 

326 
259  4-7 

5 
33 

32  3-4 
WINTER. 

West, 
South, 
North, 
East, 
So.  East, 

Mark  Davis, 
jonn  Ky.  riaie, 
(  John  B.  Goodrich, 
1  Oliver  Wetherbee, 
Luther  Conant,  Jr., 
oamuel  W.  Lovejoy, 
Alvah  M.  Richardson, 

'!!;4.9  no 
42  00 
42  00 
42  00 
38  00 
42  00 
39  00 

$115  50 115  50 
73  50 
31  50 

142  50 
130  00 
117  00 

55 
55 
35 

35 38 
50 

37 

45  3-10 
49  2-5 
30  1-2 
30  1-2 
34  1.4 
41  1-6 
27 

82  1-3 89  8.10 

87  1-9 
87  1-9 90 

82  1-3 73 

20 27 
22 

22 8 

13 7 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 

2  3-4 
2  3-4 
1  3-4 

3-4 

3  3-4 
3  1-4 3 

Total, 
$287  00 $725  50 270 227  37-60 

97 2 18 

Winter  Primakt. 

Centre, 
West, 
South, 

Martha  A.  Keyes, 
B.  A.  Mead, 
Tryphena  Clark, 

$18  00 16  00 
17  00 

$49  50 45  33 
46  75 

54 
40 46 

44  2-3 
35  1-3 39 

82  2-3 88  14 

84  3-4 

0 
0 
0 

8 
3 
2 2  3-4 

2  5-6 
2  3-4 Total, 

$51  00 $141  58 
140 119 0 13 

8  2-3 
Paid  to  males,  $725,50  ;  paid  to  females,  $660,83.  Average  wages  per 

month,  of  male  teachers,  $41,00;  of  females,  $16,08. 
Months  taught  by  males,  18  ;  months  taught  by  females,  41  5-12. 
Greatest  number  of  scholars  attending  school  in  winter,  410. 
Average  "  "  346  37-60. 
Greatest     "  "  "         "    in  summer,  326. 
Average     •*  "  "         "  "  259  4-7. 
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REPORT. 

The  School  Committee  beg  leave  to  present  their 

report  to  the  men  and  women  of  Acton — to  the 
readers  and  thinkers — the  friends  of  free  schools  and 
free  institutions. 

We  have  sometimes  thought  that  school  reports 

were  a  little  too  much  like  4th  of  July  orations. 

While  the  latter  make  the  welkin  ring  with  the  praises 

of  our  civil  privileges,  our  mighty  deeds  and  our 

glorious  Union,  the  former  are  equally  earnest  in 

thanking  God  and  our  pilgrim  fathers  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  free  schools,  where  the  rich  and  the  poor 

meet  together  on  common  ground. 

We  repent  of  the  thought,  and  hasten  to  make  all 

due  confession.  Recent  events,  a  particular  exami- 

nation of  the  census,  as  well  as  our  own  every  day 

experience,  convince  us  that  too  much  cannot  well 

be  said  in  favor  of  common  schools  as  the  great 

means  of  perfecting  and  perpetuating  among  us  the 

blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
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We  are  more  and  more  convinced  that  bigotry  and 

superstition,  ignorance  and  degradation,  go  hand  in 

hand  together ;  while  liberty,  freedom,  righteousness 

and  peace,  wait  on  the  footsteps  of  wisdom,  and 

follow  in  the  train  of  free  schools,  and  a  liberal  system 
of  universal  education. 

In  the  olden  time,  it  was  spoken  by  authority  — 

"  My  people  perish  for  lack  of  knowledge."  It  is 
equally  true  to-day.  How  many  men  are  daily  stalk- 

ing around  this  fair,  green  earth,  dead  to  all  the  grand 

surroundings  in  which  God  has  placed  them  ;  to  many 

of  the  glorious  aspirations,  the  deep,  unspoken  and 

unspeakable  joys  by  which  the  well-trained,  the  think- 
ing, loving  mind  is  ravished ! 

The  general  voice  ot  community  is  now  in  favor 

of  a  thorough  and  practical  education.  The  success- 
ful man,  in  all  the  walks  of  his  life,  is  trained  for  his 

work ;  is  brought  up  to  it.  It  is  the  high  praise 

of  our  New  England  schools  that  they  fit  our  boys 

and  girls  for  any  business.  It  is  in  them  that  our 

children  learn  and  begin  to  practice  that  self-respect, 

self-reliance  and  self-knowledge  which  will  be  their 

only  sure  support  in  all  their  future  lives.  Here  they 

are  fitted  for  the  field  or  the  workshop,  the  place 

of  business  or  the  halls  of  legislation. 

Here  in  Acton,  our  children  are  blessed  in  the  be- 

ginning with  healthy  bodies,  strengthened  and  de- 
veloped by  labor,  while  their  minds  are  prepared  for 

action  by  study  in  the  school,  and  reading  and  think- 

ing at  home.  We  thus  become  a  strong  people. 

Our  whole  life  is  a  victory.  We  overcome  our  sav- 
age climate  and  our  sterile  soil,  and  make  our  loved 

old  town  the  home  of  m^n,  the  spot  to  which,  of  all 
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the  world,  her  children  look  with  a  thrill  of  no  com- 

mon love,  and  to  which — their  wanderings  over  — 

they  return  as  to  a  father's  house  and  a  mother's  home. 
The  people  of  this  town  have  always  made  fair, 

if  not  generous  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

schools,  ever  since  we  knew  them,  thirty  years  ago  ; 

and  during  the  lapse  of  that  age,  there  has  been,  in 

many  things,  a  visible  improvement.  A  hasty  com- 
parison of  that  time  with  the  present  will,  we  trust, 

be  neither  unpleasant  nor  unprofitable.  Then,  there 

was  raised  for  the  support  of  schools,  ̂ 600  —  now 
01500,  Then,  we  had  four  districts  and  four  schools 

— now  we  have  six  districts  and  nine  schools.  Then, 

a  man  could  be  hired  to  teach  for  fifteen  or  twenty 

dollars  a  month,  and  boarded  for  six  dollars  —  now 

thirty  dollars  is  thought  cheap,  and  board  is  from 

twelve  to  sixteen  dollars  a  month.  Then,  our  popu- 
lation was  one  thousand  —  now  seventeen  hundred. 

Then,  the  prudential  committee  picked  up  his  teacher 

wherever  he  could  find  him,  or,  more  frequently, 

perhaps,  the  teacher  sought  out  the  committee  and 

the  school  began  without  examination,  went  on  with- 

out supervision,  and  ended  when  the  money  was  gone  ; 

the  minister,  as  a  matter  of  charity,  and  a  few  friends, 

to  show  their  interest,  gracing  the  closing  scene ; 

now,  the  State  is  making  great  efforts  to  supply  richly 

qualified  teachers,  and  pay  well  a  committee  chosen 

by  the  town  to  take  the  entire  charge  of  all  the 

schools.  Then,  not  half  (he  teachers  could  tell 

exactly  their  whole  number  of  scholars,  or  the  average 

attendance,  and  sometimes  not  even  their  names  — 

now,  the  number,  names  and  ages  are  matters  of 

record,  as  are  the  days  of  attendance,  tardiness  and 
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absence.  Then,  the  teacher  was  accountable  to  no- 

body  in  particular.  If  he  did  well,  his  memory  was 

cherished  in  the  hearts  of  the  favored  scholars  — 

if  otherwise,  it  was  soon  forgotten.  Now  the  State 

requires  and  pays  well  for  a  full  and  particular  ac- 
count of  all  the  schools,  to  be  preserved  as  a  matter 

of  history  forever. 

Thus,  you  can  see  at  once  that,  while  our  school 

system  has  made  rapid  progress  toward  perfection, 

while  we  have  greatly  increased  in  population,  in 

schools  and  scholars,  whi!e  the  mines  of  California 

liave  reduced  the  value  of  money  one-half,  our  ap- 
propriations have  not  been  trebled,  when  they  should 

have  been  four  times  as  much  as  thirty  years  ago.  In 

farther  proof  of  this,  we  would  state  that  the  cost 

of  private  instruction,  to  make  up  deficicnces  in  the 

town  schools,  amounted  to  about  ̂ 400  annually. 

'J 'he  ,^1500  raised  by  the  town  was  divided  as  follows : 
^  $SdO  each  to  the  three  hirge  districts,  and  $200  each 

to  the  small  ones.  This  is  the  rccoriled  vote.  The 

school  money  was  formerly  divided  by  giving  the 

large  districts  $177,  as  often  as  the  small  ones  have 

^135;  but  it  was  found  that  this  plan,  though  very 

good  in  its  day,  made  the  schools  altogether  too  short 

in  the  large  districts.  It  was  proposed  to  divide  the 

money  by  giving  the  large  districts  $33  1-3  each, 
ancl  then  dividing  the  remainder  in  the  old  way, 

J(135  to  $\17'  There  was  little  difference  between 

the  two  plans. 
Our  Summer  schoob  were  all  commenced  under 

favorable  circumstances.  We  had  faithful,  energetic 

and  well  qualified  teachers  —  young  women  devoted 
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heart  and  soul  to  an  important  calling ;  it  seemed 

almost  impossible  that  they  should  make  even  a 

comparative  failure. 

Their  success  was  great,  as  was  also  their  labor 

and  their  anxiety.  Before  noon  and  afternoon,  they 

toiled  continually ;  and  when  night  came,  which 

should  bring  sleep  to  the  weary  and  rest  to  all,  they 

ceased  not  in  their  work,  but  kept  school  in  their 

dreams,  actinoj  over  aojain  in  the  nii^ht  watches  the 

scenes  of  the  ever  busy  day. 
There  is  one  drawback  on  our  schools  which  even 

continual  labor  and  untiring  energy  cannot  overcome, 

viz :  the  absence  of  scholars  during  the  berry  season, 

Berry  picking  is  an  institution  of  Acton,  and  cannot 

be  done  away.  All  our  calculations,  and  especially 

our  schools,  must  bow  to  it.  Is  this  to  be  wondered 

at,  when  we  remember  that  the  scholars  comprising 

our  schools,  both  great  and  small,  hasten  to  the 

pastures,  and  hail  the  first  ripening  berry  with  noisy 

glee  ?  and  remember,  too,  that  they  can  earn  daily 

from  twenty-five  cents  to  two  dollars  through  the 
season  of  eight  or  ten  weeks  ? 

Our  schools  are  thus  ruined  by  irregularities  of  at- 

tendance, which  we  see  no  way  of  avoiding,  while 

the  present  custom  of  commencing  them  about  the 

first  of  May  continues.  The  most  desirable  remedy 
we  can  think  of  is  this :  let  all  the  Summer  schools 

commence  about  the  last  of  March  and  continue  for 

twelve  weeks,  closing  about  the  first  of  July,  at  the 

commencement  of  the  berry-picking  season.  Let 

this  be  called  the  Spring,  or  long  term,  and  be  con- 

sidered to  belong  more  particularly  to  the  larger 

scholars.    In  September,  let  there  commence  another 
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term  of  about  eight  weeks,  to  be  devoted  to  the 

smaller  scholars  of  the  district,  while  the  larger  and 

more  advanced  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  attend  a 

high  school. 

People  not  conversant  v^ith  the  business  of  the 

school-room  are  not  fully  aware  of  the  many  annoying 
things  connected  with  irregularity  of  attendance. 

If  they  were,  they  would  not  suffer  their  children  to 

stay  at  home  for  small  reasons,  and  often  for  no 

reason  at  all.  Classes  are  broken  up,  lessons  are  de- 
layed, the  teacher  discouraged,  and  all  the  work  of 

school  thrown  into  disorder.  Some  of  these  irregu* 
larities  of  attendance  can  easily  be  remedied  by 

parents  and  others  interested  in  the  school,  but  those 

of  the  berry  season  are  incurable,  and  for  these  the 

better  way  will  be  to  change  the  time  of  commencing 

the  schools  as  suggested  above. 

We  think  this  plan  has  many  and  great  advantages 

over  the  custom  of  continuing  the  schools  through 

the  blazing  heat  of  our  burning  Summers.  In  the 

first  place.  Spring  and  Fall  are  by  far  the  most  desir- 
able seasons  for  study ;  next,  the  necessity  for  private 

schools,  taught  by  irresponsible,  and  perhaps  improper 

persons,  will  be  done  away  entirely,  every  season 

having  its  appropriate  school ;  and,  finally,  the  large 

scholars  in  all  the  various  parts  of  the  town  will  be 

wide  awake  for  Fall  schools  of  a  higher  order  than 

we  have  ever  yet  enjoyed. 

One  subject  connected  with  our  Summer  duties, 

which  caused  us  no  little  anxiety,  was  the  question 

of  dividing  the  schools  in  the  large  districts.  At 

first,  we  were  strongly  inclined  to  follow  in  the  foot- 
steps of  our  illustrious  predecessors,  and  divide  the 
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schoolsj  but  the  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 

of  their  abiUty  to  manage  the  whole  number,  and 
with  more  satisfaction  and  less  labor  and  care  than 

when  they  were  only  partially  under  their  control. 

Our  experience  in  the  West  district,  and,  finally,  the 

fact  that  in  this  way  we  could  add  considerably  to  the 

length  of  the  Summer  term,  without  shortening  the 

Winter  school,  induced  us  to  try  the  plan  of  single 

schools  in  the  three  large  districts.  And  perhaps  we 

ought  to  say  further,  that  it  gave  us  opportunity  to 

protest  most  earnestly  against  the  common  practice 

of  sending  to  school  little  toddhng  infants,  merely  as 

it  would  seem,  for  the  sake  of  getting  them  out  of  the 

way  —  for  no  one  pretends  that  the  little  knowledge 

they  gain  is  worth  a  thought  —  and  what  is  more, 

very  serious  injury  is  often  done,  both  to  their  bodily 

powers  and  mental  capacities. 

Our  deliberate  opinion  is  that,  so  far  as  health 

of  body,  strength  of  mind,  progress  in  education, 

and  success  in  life  are  concerned,  children  should 

never  see  the  inside  of  a  school  house  until  they  are 

full  six  years  of  age.  Let  them  run  the  streets,  roam 

over  the  fields  in  search  of  flowers,  laugh  and  scream, 

skip  and  play  like  little  lambs,  consolidate  their  bones, 

strengthen  their  muscles,  and  develop  their  whole 

system,  by  active  and  incessant  exercise,  which  is  so 

natural  to  the  young,  before  they  are  put  to  that  most 

laborious  of  all  work — head  work.  It  is  asked,  shall 

our  children  learn  nothing  in  all  these  years  ?  To  be 

sure,  they  will  learn  a  great  deal,  at  any  rate,  and  the 

great  business  of  the  parent  will  be  to  see  to  it  that 

they  learn  nothing  injurious  or  erroneous  —  they  will 

have  "schools  and  school-masters,"  enough  of  them, — 
2 
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let  them  be  good  and  true.  Let  them  learn  of  the 

brooks  and  stones,  of  the  woods  and  fields,  of  bird 

and  beast,  under  the  care  of  father  or  mother,  or 

older  brother  or  sister ;  but  never  let  them  take  first 

lessons  in  places  of  public  loafing.  As  a  matter 
of  recreation,  let  them  learn  the  names  of  all  sorts 

of  letters,  and  begin  to  form  little  words,  before 

entering  a  school  house.  Let  them  look  forward 

with  joyful  expectation  to  the  school,  as  the  academy- 
boy  does  to  college.  The  office,  then,  of  the  Summer 

teacher  would  be  shorn  of  half  its  trials,  and  relieved 

of  much  of  its  irksome  labor. 

With  the  Winter  schools  and  their  teachers,  we 

have  good  reason  to  be  well  pleased  generally.  We 

have  no  reason,  as  formerly,  to  complain  of  their 

profanity  or  dissipation.  The  whole  of  them  were 

entirely  free  from  the  vile  and  filthy  practices  of  other 

days  —  the  use  of  rum  and  tobacco  —  although  some 
of  them  have  recently  abandoned  the  latter.  They 

were,  in  general,  well  qualified,  faithful,  laborious 
and  successful. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  oflace  of  town  committee,  although  an  honor- 
able one,  is  really  no  sinecure.  A  man  must  earn  all 

the  money  he  gets,  while  he  receives  the  weight 

of  his  reward  in  something  else  :  the  thanks  of  the 

parents,  the  friendship  of  the  teachers,  and  the  good 
will  of  the  scholars. 

We  have  had  under  our  care,  during  the  year, 

fifteen  teachers.  Our  intercourse  with  them,  and  our 

labors  in  their  schools,  have  been  very  pleasant,  and 
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all  suggestions  and  requirements  have  been  received 

with  the  kindest  feelings.  The  several  prudential 

committees  aided  us  in  the  most  cordial  and  gentle- 

manly style.  Some  of  them  devoted  much  of  their 

time  to  the  schools,  and  by  their  influence,  in  word 

and  deed,  added  much  to  the  value  and  success 

of  their  several  schools.  Our  great,  and,  indeed,  our 

only  trouble  has  been  the  result  of  imperfections  in 

government.  This  has  been  sometimes  feeble  and 

ineflicient,  sometimes  hasty,  passionate  and  irregular, 

but  generally  good,  gentle,  parental  and  almost  perfect. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Levi  W.  Stevens,  Prudential  Committee. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school,  commencing 

May  12th,  was  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Miss  Martha 

A.  Keyes.  She  is  a  teacher  well  known  and  valued 

here.  Thorough  in  her  teachings,  gentle,  patient, 

kind,  yet  very  decided  in  her  government,  we  ex- 
pected much  of  her,  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  say 

that  our  expectations  were  fully  realized.  Her  school 

was  always  orderly,  quiet  and  studious,  and  none  the 
less  so  after  the  aclditioii  to  her  number  of  the  scholars 

from  the  primary  school.  !t  vv^ill  be  remembered  that 

this  school  commenced  in  separate  departments,  but 

the  teacher  of  the  small  school  found  her  task  difficuh, 

and  so  nearly  impossible  that,  after  a  trial  of  two 

weeks,  she  sought  another  field  of  labor — Miss  Keyes 
taking  the  whole  number.  The  school  was  pleasant 

and  profitable  during  the  whole  term.  The  exami- 

nation was  pleasant  and  satisfactory.  Good  improve- 
ment was  shown  in  all  the  studies.  We  noticed 

particularly  the  classes  in  English  grammar.  With 
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the  school  and  the  teacher,  the  committee  and  the 

district  have  good  reason  to  be  well  pleased.  The 

term  was  12  weeks,  with  an  average  attendance 

of  61  ;  whole  number  72,  of  which  8  were  under  5 

years  of  age. 
The  Winter  term  of  this  school  was  commenced 

by  John  C.  Hale,  who  had  just  closed  a  very  success- 
ful term  of  private  instruction.  And  such  a  term ! 

It  was  a  promise  in  full  of  what  we  should  witness  in 

his  present  effort,  the  school  went  smoothly  on  the 

first  half  of  the  term,  when,  on  account  of  his  great 

labor  of  body  and  mind,  Mr.  Hale  broke  down  in 

health.  By  parents  and  scholars  generally  much 

anxiety  was  felt,  and  many  fears  as  to  the  result; 

though,  believing  it  the  effect  of  hard  labor,  we 

confidently  e'xpected  a  full  recovery.  This  was  a 
great  and  unexpected  stroke  on  this  school,  for  where 

could  the  man  be  found  to  fill  the  place  of  John  C. 

Hale.  One  good  young  man  attempted  the  thing, 

but  found  the  task  too  much  for  him.  This  has  long 

been  the  best  school  in  town,  and  would  be  now,  had 

it  been  carried  on  through  the  term  in  the  manner 

and  spirit  in  which  it  commenced. 

The  Primary  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Anna 

Hay  ward,  of  Boxborough.  She  has  had  great  ex- 
perience and  has  long  been  known  to  us  as  a  very 

successful  teacher.  It  was  on  this  account  that  the 

prudential  committee  made  so  great  an  effort  to 

obtain  her  services.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that, 

under  Miss  Hayward's  management,  it  was  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  school ;  it  was  truly  delightful ;  though 

with  other  teachers  very  disorderly  and  uncomfortablcc 

The  school  was  all  we  could  ask,  in  government, 
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instruction,  and  results.  We  would  like  to  speak 

of  all  we  saw  and  heard  during  the  examination  — 

the  reading  and  spelling,  arithmetic  and  grammar, 

geography  and  declamation,  and  last,  but  by  no  means 

least,  the  pleasant  and  appropriate  songs  —  all  were 
good,  and  most  of  them  very  good.  There  were 

present  36  scholars  and  50  spectators  —  all  interested 
and  gratified.  Average  number  of  scholars,  S3  ; 

whole  number,  42. 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

William  Conant,  Prudential  Committee* 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  commenced  by 

Miss  Mary  Hosmer,  and  under  apparently  favorable 

auspices.  The  district  seemed  pleased  with  her,  and 

the  committee  and  her  friends  expected  much  of  her. 

For  the  first  part  of  the  term,  the  school  went  on 

well,  but,  as  if  this  district  was  fore-ordained  to 

trouble,  and  their  destiny  must  be  wrought  out  at 

whatever  cost,  the  school  began  to  fail  in  interest  and 

diminish  in  numbers,  until  the  teacher  wisely  deter- 

myied  to  bring  it  to  a  sudden  end.  Miss  Hosmer 

was  well  qualified  to  teach,  and  we  fondly  hoped  to 

see  her  rise  and  take  her  stand  among  the  good  and 

useful  teachers  of  the  town.  The  alleged  causes 
of  her  failure  are  well  understood  in  the  district. 

Whole  number  of  scholars,  17;  average  number,  11. 
The  Winter  School  was  entrusted  to  the  care 

of  Greenleaf  C.  Baker,  of  Waltham.  Mr.  Baker 

apphed  for  the  Centre  School,  but  the  committee, 

after  a  careful  examination,  advised  him  not  to  com- 

mence a  school  so  large  and  difficult ;  while  it  was 

suggested  that  he  might  do  well,  perhaps,  in  a  small 
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one.  A  mighty  hue  and  cry  was  raised  among  the 

friends  of  Mr.  Baker  that  the  committee  had  greatly 

wronged  him,  and  we,  wilHng  to  make  the  amende 

honorable,  conscious  that  we  were  not  infallible,  on 

his  second  application,  permitted  him  to  go  into  this 

school  on  these  conditions :  that  he  should  spend  the 

then  intervening  time  in  earnest  preparatory  study, 

should  go  into  the  school  for  a  fortnight  on  trial ; 

if  he  did  well,  should  go  on  with  the  school  ;  if  not, 

he  was  to  leave  at  that  time  without  pay.  His  term 

of  trial  passed  off  pretty  well,  and,  so  far  as  we  know, 

the  people  were  satisfied.  Soon,  however,  trouble 

began  to  appear,  and  we  do  not  say  there  was  not 

some  reason  for  the  complaints.  The  committee, 

desiring  to  do  the  lair  thing,  permitted  the  district  to 

decide  the  matter  in  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose. 

They  voted,  by  a  very  small  majority,  that  Mr.  Baker 
should  continue  his  school.  We  believe  it  would 

have  been  well  for  him  had  the  decision  been  other- 

wise. The  school  could  not  have  been  a  very 

pleasant  one  for  him,  and  certainly  not  for  us.  At 

the  examination  we  heard  some  very  good  lessons 

and  declamations.  A  few  had  made  good  improve- 

ment—  but  all  the  while,  we  were  painfully  reminded 

that,  out  of  thirty-eight  scholars,  only  twenty-two  were 
present.  An  increase  of  practical  knowledge  and  a 

chastened  self-esteem  would  be  of  great  service  to 
Mr.  Baker.  We  kindly  suggest  the  study  of  Mason 

on  Self-knowledge. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

David  Wetherbee,  Esq.,  Prudential  Committee, 

This  school,  in  Summer,  was  taught  by  Miss  C. 

J.  Bobbins,  of  this  town.    Miss  Bobbins  enjoys  the 
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reputation  of  an  excellent  teacher,  which  she  has  well 

earned  in  her  former  efforts  in  this  town  and  else- 

where. She  is  well  qualified,  fond  of  the  business,  lov- 

ing and  pleasant,  though  sufficiently  earnest  and  de- 
cided in  the  school-room.  It  is  no  wonder  that  she  is 

greatly  beloved  by  her  scholars,  and  highly  esteemed 

by  all  who  know  her.  A  kind  word  is  better  than  a 

pretty  face,  but  when  they  both  come  together,  who 

can  resist  their  genial  influences  ?  Certainly  not  the 

scholars  in  the  East  School.  Everything  that  faithful 

labor,  thorough  teaching,  and  good  government  could 

do  to  make  this  a  superior  school  was  done,  and  done 

earnestly  and  constantly,  and  had  it  not  been  for 

the  berry  season,"  not  even  the  shadow  of  a  shade 
would  have  rested  on  its  fair  fame.  At  one  time  it 

was  well  nigh  broken  up  by  the  many  absences  and  the 

constant  calls  to  be  dismissed,  by  those  who  professed 

to  attend.  After  all,  it  was  a  school  of  which  the 

teacher  may  well  be  proud,  and  with  which  the 
committee  and  the  district  have  abundant  reason  to 

be  well  pleased. 

The  Winter  school  was  taught  by  Augustus  B. 

Clarke,  of  Dartmouth  College.  He  is  a  studious  and 

scholarly  young  man — pleasant,  modest,  and  winning 

in  his  manners  —  disposed  to  recognise  and  acknowl- 
edge the  rights  and  the  manhood  of  every  one,  and 

particularly  of  his  scholars.  This  kind  and  generous 

feeling  led  him  into  the  only  trouble  occurring  in  his 

school.  He  was,  undoubtedly,  too  lenient  and  too  gen- 

tle with  scholars  who  were  not  prepared  to  value  his 

gentleness  and  forbearance  ;  so  that,  when  he  found 

himself  forced  to  use  something  harder  than  mere  words, 

there  was  a  disposition  to  question  his  authority.  We 
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are  happy  to  say,  however,  to  the  honor  of  humanity 

in  general,  and  this  district  in  particular,  that,  as  soon 

as  the  matter  was  fairly  understood,  the  teacher  was 

heartily  sustained  by  a  vote  of  the  district  nearly 

unanimous.  After  this,  the  school  went  on  prosper- 
ously. The  scholars  were  studious  and  obedient,  the 

teacher  earnest  and  faithful,  good  progress  was  made, 

and  decided  improvement  manifested  in  all  that  makes 

a  school  desirable.  The  appearance  of  the  school  at 

examination  showed  these  facts  to  the  parents  and  the 

committee.  The  reading  was  good ;  the  recitations 

in  geography,  arithmetic  and  natural  philosophy,  very 

good.  We  could  not  fail  to  see  that  the  whole  affair 

was  prepared  beforehand,  however;  so  that,  in  many 
of  the  exercises,  it  was  rather  an  exhibition  than  an 

examination.  The  declamations  and  compositions  de- 
serve particular  notice  and  commendation,  especially 

the  latter.  They  showed  a  desire  to  improve  and 

determination  to  excel  worthy  of  all  praise. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Luther  W.  Piper,  Prudential  Committee, 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by 

Miss  Tryphena  Clark,  of  Concord.  She  is  an  excel- 
lent teacher,  and  has  enjoyed  that  reputation  for  a 

number  of  successive  terms  in  this  school.  Her 

number  was  quite  large,  although  so  nearly  of  the 

same  size  that  they  seemed  to  have  sprung  up  in  one 

crop  together.  Miss  Clark  had  a  laborious  Summer's 
work,  and  it  seemed  sometimes  almost  too  much  for 

her  strength;  yet,  by  her  gentleness,  her  patience 

and  perseverance,  she  performed  the  difficult  and 

trying  duties  of  her  office  in  a  manner  which  called 
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forth  the  praise  of  her  employers,  the  approval  of  the 

committee,  and  the  love  of  her  school.  The  im- 

provement, behaviour,  an{l  general  good  appearance 

of  the  school,  were  sources  of  great  satisfaction  to  all 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  school  and  the  success 

of  the  teacher. 

The  Winter  school  was  taught  by  Willard  S.  Heath, 

of  Dartmouth  College.  This  school  has  not  been 

managed  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  a  series 

of  years.  For  a  number  of  terms,  it  was  governed 

on  the  knock  down  principle,  with  great  noise  and 

bluster.  The  next  effort  was  quite  in  the  other  extreme 

— all  gentleness,  good  will,  and  kind  words — the  result 
of  which  was  a  failure.  Mr.  Heath,  forewarned  and  so 

forearmed,  went  to  his  work  prepared  and  determined 

to  rule  supreme,  at  whatever  cost  of  labor  or  pains. 

This  decision  being  fairly  set  before  the  school, 

entire  submission  and  implicit  obedience  was  im- 
modiately  and  cheerfully  rendered  to  all  requirements. 

The  result  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  teacher, 

joined  with  a  hearty  effort  on  the  part  of  the  scholars, 
was  ail  excellent  school  from  beginning  to  end. 

Good  order,  and  earnest  study,  were  the  leading 
marks  of  this  term.  The  attention  of  teacher  and 

school  were  directed  to  the  common  branches,  as  it 

should  be.  Mr.  Heath  is,  without  a  doubt,  the  best 

teacher  this  district  has  had  for  many  a  year,  and  with 

him,  or  such  as  he,  whatever  may  be  its  history,  the 

present  is  fair,  and  the  future  full  of  bright  and 

glorious  promise.  The  examination  was  very  pleasant 

and  satisfactory.  The  classes  in  physiology  and 

grammar  deserve  particular  notice ;  while  other  exer- 
3 
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ciscs  were  generally  good,  these  were  excellent.  Ap- 

propriate and  well-spoken  declamations  happily  closed 
this  interesting  day. 

The  Primary  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Charlotte 

Faulkner,  of  this  town,  and  this  district.  Her  record 

as  a  teacher  is  all  unwritten,  save  in  the  hearts  of  her 

scholars.  We  rejoice  in  the  glad  duty  we  now  per- 

form, and  only  wish  we  could  write  the  beginning 

of  her  history,  just  as  it  lies,  all  fair  and  beautiful  in 

our  memory.  We  felt  perfectly  sure,  from  the  first 

day  of  her  labor,  that  this  school  would  be  one 

of  great  value.  Well  educated,  earnest  in  her  nature, 

prompt  and  decided  in  government,  fond  of  school 

and  apt  to  teach,  she  cannot  fail,  but  must  be  an 

eminent  teacher.  Her  school  was  large,  perfectly 

governed,  and  thoroughly  taught.  It  was  a  delightful 

school ;  and  so  thought  not  only  the  committee,  but 
the  crowd  of  interested  visitors.  The  examinatson 

was  a  pleasant  time  for  all  concerned  —  teacher  and 

scholars,  parents  and  visitors.  We  earnestly  hope 

this  teacher  may  have  abundant  opportunity  to  labor 

in  her  vocation  as  long  as  she  desires. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

T.  G.  F.  Jones,  Prudential  Committee, 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  placed  in 

care  of  Miss  Jennie  Harris,  of  this  town.  She  is 

favorably  known  as  the  teacher  in  the  primary  school 

last  year.  Although  comparatively  young,  she  is  an 

active  and  efficient  teacher,  a  good  governess,  and 

well  fitted  for  the  difficult  and  responsible  station  in 

which  she  was  placed.  Her  school  was  very  large, 

many  of  the  children  small,  some  too  small  for  the 
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school-room.  She  Was  at  the  same  time  teacher, 

governess  and  general  overseer  of  her  interesting 

little  company ;  in  each  of  these  capacities  she  ac- 

quitted herself  in  a  manner  which  met  the  expecta- 
tions of  her  employers.  She  labored  faithfully,  and 

her  school  manifested  all  that  improvement  in  mind 

and  manners  which  we  would  expect  from  earnest, 

well  directed  and  lon£?  continued  effort.  The  ex- 

amination  was  well  attended  and  highly  satisfactory 

to  all  concerned.  The  spectators  expressed  their 

gratitude  to  teacher  and  scholars  for  the  pleasure 

they  had  enjoyed,  the  evident  improvement  made,  us 

well  as  the  fair  promise  of  future  progress. 

The  Winter  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  A.  S. 

Ingalls,  now  of  Westminster  Academy.  He  taught  an 

admirable  private  school  here  in  the  Fall,  and  after 

much  urging,  and  frequent  solicitation,  finally  con- 
sented to  undertake  this  difficult  work.  Mr.  Ingalls 

entered  this  school  with  a  great  desire  to  go  through 

the  Winter  without  resort  to  corporal  punishment, 

and  succeeded  generally  in  doing  so.  He  won  the 

love  and  good  will  of  his  scholars,  very  early  in  the 

term.  We  saw  one  morning  a  blooming  girl,  tripping 

lightly  up  to  the  desk,  with  a  beautiful  annual  in  her 

hand — the  girl's  gift — and  with  a  blush  on  her  cheek 
as  beautiful,  presented  it  to  the  teacher.  We  saw  in 

that  act  a  fair  promise  of  future  good,  and  in  the 

course  of  the  Winter  it  was  fully  realized.  Besides 

this,  and  other  kind  mementos,  during  the  term, 

there  was  presented  by  the  young  men,  at  the  close 

of  the  school,  a  fine  copy  of  Shakespeare.  In  many 
schools  the  teachers  awakened  interest,  and  excited 

to  study  by  beautiful  and  appropriate  gifts  of  books ; 
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here  the  scholars  spoke  out  their  good  will,  their 

heartfelt  thankfulness,  and  their  enduring  love,  by 
these  same  tokens.  This  school  was  a  marked 

success.  The  teacher  was  particularly  happy  in 

directing  the  course  of  his  scholars,  in  exciting  them 

to  study  and  thought,  by  placing  before  them  the 

necessity  of  preparation  for  the  great  battle  of  life  ; 

clearly  showing  that  work,  labor,  effort,  and  not  rest, 

is  our  calling  and  our  glory;  that  this,  too,  is  to  be 

done  as  a  duty,  because  it  is  right,  and  not  for  the 

pleasure  or  the  praise.  Jn  this  way,  the  Centre 

school  was  kept  up  to  the  working  point;  so  govern- 

ment was  easy,  and  obedience  natural.  It  is  par- 
ticularly to  be  noted  that,  in  this  school,  the  common 

branches  were  pursued  with  ardor.  Reading,  spelling 

and  defining,  spelling  by  writing  the  words  in  a  book, 

were  excellent  exercises  and  pursued  with  great 

profit.  Many  a  scholar,  who  will  spell  quite  well 

orally,  when  called  to  write,  his  mind  divided,  will 

hesitate  and  blunder,  but  practice  makes  perfect. 

Arithmetic,  grammar  and  geography  were  taught 

orally  and  on  the  black-board,  by  explanation  both 
terse  and  diffuse,  so  clearly  that  even  the  most  dull 
and  inattentive  must  have  known  and  understood. 

Other  teachers  may  have  been  equal  in  labor,  in  tact 

and  aptness,  to  Mr.  Ingalls,  but  certainly  none 

superior.  Others  may  have  had  better  material, 

but  none  did  more  with  such  as  they  had.  The  ex- 

amination was  very  spirited  and  satisfactory,  and,  for 

the  Centre  district,  was  attended  by  an  unusual 
number  of  visitors. 

The  Primary  school  was  taught  by  Miss  M.  Jennie 
Harris.     This  is  her  third  successive  term  in  this 
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school,  and  shows  the  estimation  in  which  Miss  Harris 

is  held  in  the  district.  She  is  at  home  among  the 

httle  ones  composing  her  scliool,  and  the  familiarity 

and  kindly  feeling  existing  hetween  them  was 

pleasant  to  witness,  and  beneficial  in  its  influences. 

The  attendance  was  admirable,  ten  having  been 

neither  absent  or  tardy  during  the  whole  term.  The 

examination  was  well  attended,  and  showed  in  a  very 

acceptable  manner  the  order  and  progress  of  the 

school.  The  performances  were  all  quite  interesting, 

the  singing  especially,  which  was  all  the  more  pleas- 
ant because  unexpected. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

J.  R.  Putney,  PrudeiUial  Committee. 

The  Summer  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Susan  A. 

Davis.  Miss  Davis  passed  a  remarkably  good  exami- 
nation before  the  committee,  and  commenced  her 

school  with  a  strong  desire  to  do  well,  performing 

her  duties  faithfully  and  earnestly.  The  term  was 

marked  by  good  order,  zealous  study  and  thorough 

instruction.  It  was  always  a  cheering  spot,  this 

North  School,  for  there  we  had  little  to  do  but  enjoy 

the  visit — everything  was  so  quiet,  gende  and 
thoughtful,  all  around.  The  examination  was  a 

fine  display  of  a  very  profitable  Summer's  eflfort.  It 
does  ones  heart  good  to  witness  an  examination 

where  everything  is  just  what  we  like  to  see  in 

teacher  and  scholars,  in  behaviour  and  recitations. 

All  the  exercises  met  our  hearty  approval.  Were  we 

to  mention  anything  in  particular,  we  would  say  the 

reading  and  the  classes  in  grammar  merit  a  first  rate 
notice. 
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The  Winter  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by 

Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  who,  although  a  young  man,  is 
an  old  teacher.  He  has  been  in  the  business  some 

eight  years;  and  we  can  truly  say  of  him,  what  can- 
not be  said  of  many,  that,  while  he  was  a  good 

teacher  from  the  very  first,  has  been  growing  in  know- 
ledge, capability  and  power  in  the  profession  ever 

since.  Some  men  attain  their  highest  point  of  ex- 
cellence in  their  first  eftbrt,  and,  satisfied  with  their 

position,  rest  contented  with  honor  already  won,  and 

so  keep  along,  just  one  degree  above  mediocrity. 

It  is  not  so  in  this  case.  Mr.  Conant  is  emphatically 

a  working  man.  While  he  can  do  anything,  his 

proper  place  is  found  in  the  school-room ;  there  he  is 
thoughful,  earnest,  thorough  and  progressive.  This 

school,  under  Mr.  Conant's  care,  is  no  ordinary  school, 
and  the  parents  arc  just  up  to  the  mark,  interested  in 

the  progress  of  their  children,  supporting  and  encour- 

aging the  teacher,  by  cheering  words  and  pleasant 

deeds,  especially  by  seeing  that  the  school  is  well 

attended  every  day.  With  such  a  school,  and  such 

support,  you  may  well  ask,  how  can  a  man  fail 

of  success  ?  Rather  ask,  how  much  earnest  labor 

and  anxious  thought  is  called  for  to  meet  this  great 

demand  of  such  a  case.  The  government  of  this 

school  was  of  the  most  desirable  order.  Corporal 

punishment  was  entirely  set  aside  for  a  better  w^ay. 
No  little  fellow  was  made  to  suffer  pain,  with  the 

hope  that  penitence  would  follow  the  infliction.  The 

pleasant  fact  is,  there  was  such  a  continued  and  joy- 
ous interest  in  study,  there  was  no  time  for  play, 

much  less  for  idleness  or  roguery ;  the  relation 

of  teacher  and  scholar  was  something  like  a  good 
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family,  and  just  like  a  perfect  school.  The  exami- 

nation was  a  great  day.  The  committee  had  the 

best  evidence  they  could  ask  of  the  success  of  the 

school,  in  all  the  performances,  and  in  the  crowd 

of  visitors  assembled  to  witness  them.  The  reading 

merits  particular  praise.  It  was  done  in  a  full,  clear, 

and  distinct  tone  of  voice,  inflections  and  cadences 

skilfully  made  and  correctly  placed,  and,  finally, 

words  selected  at  random,  in  lessons  not  read  pre- 

viously, were  spelled  and  defined  with  a  rapidity  and 
clearness  which  would  have  done  honor  to  older 

heads.  In  this  fact,  we  saw  one  of  the  reasons  why 

they  read,  so  well.  They  read  with  the  understand- 
ing as  well  as  the  eye  and  voice.  The  grammar 

classes  were  excellent,  showing  very  clearly  that  even 

little  fellows  can  have  a  good  knowledge  of  grammar. 

We  can  mention  only  one  other  class,  that  of  physi- 

ology;  this  was  a  fine  company  of  girls.  Their 

recitations  gave  great  satisfaction.  The  day  was 

closed,  on  the  part  of  the  school,  by  a  good  selection 

of  appropriate  and  spirited  declamations  and  recita- 

tions, and,  on  the  part  of  the  spectators  and  com- 

mittee, with  more  hearty  expressions  of  satisfaction 

and  praise  than  we  often  hear  —  all  of  them  richly 

deserved.  The  attendance  was  excellent,  being 

a  fraction  more  than  ninety  per  cent.  Number  of 

visitors  at  the  examination,  68 ;  attendance,  35 ; 

whole  number,  38  ;  average  number,  34  26-31. 

If  we  have  failed  in  any  degree  to  do  ample  justice 

to  all  the  good  schools  and  excellent  teachers,  in  this 

report,  let  it  be  our  excuse  that  it  was  written  in  odds 

and  ends  of  time,  under  the  pressure  of  the  weariness 

and  anxiety  of  our  business.    If  we  have  not  been 
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sufficiently  plain  in  speaking  of  faults  and  failures,  it 

is  because  mercy  is  sometimes  better  than  justice — so 
that  while  our  hearts  leap  for  joy  in  witnessing  a  good 

eftbrt — we  would  gladly  pass  lightly  over  even  a  com- 
parative failure. 

Wc  now  close  by  a  word  or  two  of  suggestion  and 

remark.  We  ought  to  raise  more  money  and  choose 

a  good  committee  to  watch  over  the  expenditure. 

Let  the  school-houses  be  put  in  good  repair  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town,  and  see  that  the  excellent  rules 

for  their  preservation  be  put  in  force  without  fear  of 

favor.  Select  the  best  teachers,  without  too  much 

regard  to  price.  Let  them  be  practically  educated, 

pure  in  morals,  good  in  life  and,  above  all,  capable  of 

governing  their  schools.  Let  all  parents  and  guard- 
ians be  more  and  more  interested  in  the  school,  and 

cherish,  honor  and  support  the  teacher.  Let  them 

watch  over  the  evening  employment  of  the  children 

and  youth.  Draw  out  the  great  table,  spread  it  with 

useful  books  and  good  papers,  let  the  children  read 

and  think,  talk  and  study,  while  the  father  and  moth- 

er sit  smiling  by,  aiding  and  approving  with  encour- 
aging smiles  and  loving  words ;  make  this  home  a 

paradise  for  them  and  it  will  be  joy  and  peace  for 

you.  These  children  will  be  educated  somewhere. 

Shall  they  be  educated  in  the  schools  and  around  the 

evening  fire-side,  or  in  the  street  and  tavern  ? 

Let  all  parents  remember  there  is  one  thing  older 

and  dearer  than  church  or  school—a  true  home.  It 

is  to  make  our  New  England  homes  more  sacred 

and  more  endearing  that  we  plead  for  the  school. — 

As  you  value  life,  liberty  and  honor,  as  you  value 
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your  children  and  your  homes,  as  you  value  present 

peace  and  happiness  in  the  future,  give  your  hearty, 
earnest  and  steady  support  to  the  common  school. 

HARRIS  COWDREY, 
LUTHER  CONANT,  Jr., 
ADELBERT  MEAD, 

Commiiiee, 

District. 

Centre, 
West, 
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East, 
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Tryphena  CJark, 
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Mary  L.  Hosmer, 
Celeste  J.  Kobbins, 

Winter. 
Total, 
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Anna  Hay  ward, 
Charlotte  C.  Faulkner, 

Total, 
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REPORT. 

He,  who  would  discover  whether  a  people  is  pro- 

gressing in  true  civilization,  examines  the  condition  of 

the  fundamental  institutions  of  that  people. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  those  which  indicate 

our  own  progress,  is  the  excellence  of  the  present  po- 
sition of  our  system  of  public  schools.  For  no  other 

institution  can  claim  the  importance  which  this  has,  in 

preparing  and  strengthening  the  very  basis  of  our  gov- 
ernment. To  instruct  and  educate  the  masses,  is  the 

cardinal  principle  of  a  republican  government.  The 

whole  experience  of  the  past  plainly  shows,  that  to  estab- 
lish a  free  government  on  a  permanent  foundation,  there 

must  also  be  established  free  schools.  If  a  people  are 

to  take  the  reins  of  government  into  their  own  hands, 

and  fill  its  offices  from  all  ranks  in  society,  they  must 

be  fitted  for  the  positions  which  they  are  to  occupy, 
and  their  mental  culture  must  be  raised  to  that  standard 

that  will  enable  them  promptly  to  distinguish  right 

from  wrong,  the  truth  from  error.  Our  Pilgrim 

Fathers  understood  this,  and  in  1647,  the  17th 

year  of  the  settlement  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  they 

passed  the  following  ordinance,  the  most  remark- 

kable  on  the  page  of  history,  the   influence  of 
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which  is  being  felt  to  this  day  throughout  our 

repubhc,  if  not  throughout  the  whole  world :  "  It 
being  one  chief  project  of  Satan,  to  keep  men 

from  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  as  in  former 

times  keeping  them  in  unknown  tongues,  so  in  these 

later  times  by  persuading  from  the  use  of  tongues, 

that  so  at  least  the  sense  and  meaning  might  be 

clouded  and  corrupted  by  the  false  glosses  of  deceiv- 

ers ;  to  the  end  that  learning  may  not  be  buried  in 

the  graves  of  our  forefathers,  in  Church  and  State, 

the  Lord  assisting  our  endeavors,  it  is  ordered  that 

every  town  containing  fifty  famiUes,  or  householders, 

shall  maintain  a  school  for  reading  and  writing,  and 

every  town  numbering  one  hundred  families,  or  house- 
holders, shall  support  a  grammar  school.  In  1683, 

it  was  ordered,  that  every  town  of  more  than  five 

hundred  inhabitants,  shall  support  two  grammar 

schools."  This  was  the  beginning  of  our  common 

school  system  of  New  England ;  a  system  which,  orig- 

inated in  a  love  of  the  Bible,  and  which  was  sup- 

ported as  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  well-being 

of  our  race.  A  school  system  originating  in  such  mo- 

tives, ought  to  be  well  guarded  and  cheerfully  sup- 

ported, that  its  original  design  may  be  attained. 

The  age  in  which  we  live  is  one  of  progress — pro- 
gress is  written  on  every  thing.  This  is  not  a  mere 

unmeaning  sound.  Society  is  deeply  affected  for 

good  or  evil  by  it.  It  leaves  its  impress  on  infancy,  man- 
hood, and  old  age.  Our  schools  feel  it.  Old  forms  and 

old  principles  are  abolished,  and  new  modes  of  disci- 
phne  and  instruction  are  introduced.  This  is  a  matter 

which  should  not  be  passed  Hghtly  over.  For  while  we 

all  see  much  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts  to  admire, 
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in  the  energy  and  power  which  has  peopled  the  vast 

plains  of  the  West  with  an  enlightened  and  intelligent 

population  ;  in  that  spirit  of  enterprize  which  whitens 

every  sea  with  the  spread  sails  of  her  commerce ;  in 
that  benevolence  which  ministers  to  the  needs  ot  the 

unfortunate  of  all  classes  in  her  borders ;  yet  no  one 

will  deny  that  her  chief,  her  crowning  glory,  is  her 

Public  Schools.  Such  is  the  perfection  and  compre- 

hensiveness of  her  system  of  education  that  every 

child,  born  or  residing  within  her  limits,  receives  or 

may  receive,  by  proper  effort,  a  course  of  education 

that  will  fit  them  for  all  the  practical  requirements  of 

life.  Have  our  schools  fulfilled  their  high  behest  the 

past  year  ?  is  a  question  in  which  all  ̂ re  interested ; 

a  question  which  your  Committee  will  endeavor  to 

answer  by  giving  a  faithful  Report  of  their  condition 

as  it  appears  to  them. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

.  Moses  Taylor,  Prudential  Committee. 

The  Summer  and  Fall  terms  of  this  School,  as  well 

as  the  primary  department  of  the  Winter  term,  were 

placed  under  the  care  and  tuition  of  Miss  M.  Maria 

Tuttle,  of  this  town,  who  met  with  good  success. 

Miss  Tuttle  brought  to  her  vocation  a  degree  of  intel- 

lectual culture,  and  an  enthusiasm  for  teaching,  rare- 

ly surpassed  by  those  connected  with  our  schools. 

Her  system  of  teaching  is  of  that  character  which  devel- 

opes  the  reasoning  powers  of  the  pupil,  and  as  might 

have  been  expected,  good  improvement  was  made. 

In  this  school,  the  teacher  paid  much  attention  to  the 

moral  and  religious  culture  of  the  scholars.    At  the 



6 

first  glance,  some  might  fear  that  there  is  danger  that 

sectarianism  may  be  introduced  into  our  schools. 

But  a  moment's  reflection  will  convince  any  one  this 
is  not  the  case  ;  for  there  are  certain  principles,  such 

as  truthfulness,  sobriety,  temperance,  industry,  fru- 
gahty,  and  chastity,  which  are  pronounced  sterling  by 

the  common  consent  of  mankind,  and  which  cannot 

be  too  deeply  impressed  upon  the  youthful  heart  of  the 

pupil.  The  custom  prevailed  in  this  school  for  each 

scholar  at  the  close  of  the  day  to  recite  a  verse  from 

the  Bible,  and  we  have  been  interested  and  instructed 

by  the  taste  and  judgment  displayed  in  the  selection. 
We  think  much  credit  is  due  to  this  teacher  for  de- 

votion to  the  interests  in  her  care,  and  faithfulness  in 

her  duties  ;  and  this  was  also  the  opinion  of  a  large 

number  of  visitors  present  at  the  examination  ;  the 

exercises  of  which,  intermingled  with  recitations  of 

poetry,  and  beautiful  singing,  were  of  the  most  inter- 
esting and  pleasing  character. 

During  the  Fall  term,  according  to  the  plan  adopted 

by  the  District  at  their  annual  meeting,  the  school 

was  placed  under  the  care  of  one  teacher.  This 

made  it  quite  large,  and  consequently  the  labor  per- 

formed by  her  was  very  severe.  Sixty-five  scholars 
is  decidedly  too  large  a  number  to  be  taught 

with  the  highest  degree  of  success  by  any  teacher, 

though  in  this  case  the  teacher,  by  laboring  with  fidel- 

ity and  earnestness,  attained  a  good  degree  of  suc- 
cess. 

The  Primary  department  of  the  Summer  term,  was 

commenced  by  Miss  Helen  E.  Cowdry,  of  this  town, 

whose  engagements  precluded  but  a  short  stay  in  the 

school.    She  remained  long  enough,  however,  to  gain 
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the  hearty  love  and  affection  of  her  pupils  by  her  firm 

but  gentle  system  of  government,  and  to  display  more 

than  ordinary  tact  and  skill  in  the  management  of  her 
school. 

The  school  was  continued  to  a  pleasant  and  [prof- 
itable conclusion  by  Miss  Augusta  S.  Miles,  also  of 

this  town,  a  young  lady  of  rare  moral  and  intellectual 

worth,  who,  soon  after  its  close,  left  town,  to  enter 

upon,  if  possible,  still  more  important  duties  and  re- 

sponsibilities, and  carrying  with  her  the  respect  and 

esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  who  had  enjoyed 

her  acquaintance. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Gustavus  D. 

Pike,  of  Topsfield,  Mass.,  and  at  present  a  member 

of  Dartmouth  College.  Mr.  Pike  having  taught  a 

successful  select  school  the  preceding  term,  was  se- 
lected as  an  acceptable  and  desirable  teacher.  The 

Centre  District  has  been  exceedingly  fortunate  for  a 

number  of  years  in  obtaining  the  services  of  such  able 

and  accomplished  teachers  as  Messrs.  Dow,  Davis, 

Ingalls,  and  Pike.  The  dignified  bearing  of  this 

teacher  in  the  school  room,  combined  with  affability 

and  urbanity  of  manners  in  his  every  day  intercourse 

with  his  pupils,  won  their  esteem  and  confidence,  and 
thus  secured  to  him  a  useful  and  extended  influence. 

Good  order  was  maintained  throughout  the  term,  and 

the  scholars,  generally,  seemed  much  interested  and 

manifested  gratifying  dihgence  in  their  studies. 

In  this  school  the  scholars  were  expected  to  commit 

to  memory  all  the  rules,  and  to  adhere  pretty  rigidly 
to  the  text  books  in  most  of  the  recitations. 

While  this  system  secures  close  and  attentive  study, 

and  thus  prevents  the  pupil  from  spending  much  time  in 
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idleness  or  mischief,  we  think,  and  we  believe  it  is 

generally  the  received  opinion  among  those  engaged 

in  educational  pursuits,  that  the  reasoning  powers  of 

the  mind  should  be  more  frequently  and  thoroughly 

exercised,  and  that  the  teacher  should  desire  the  de- 

velopment and  expression  of  intelhgent  thought,  far 

more  than  any  verbal  repetition  of  rules,  or  any  dis- 

play of  the  powers  of  memory.  We  have  not  made 
these  remarks  to  detract  from  the  excellent  success 

which  this  teacher  obtained,  not  only  in  the  general 

management,  but  advancement  of  the  school ;  but  to 

express  our  opinion  upon  the  advantages  of  teaching 

the  pupil  to  think,  rather  than  to  repeat,  which  opinion 

coincides  with  the  expressed  views  of  most,  or  all  of 

the  gentlemen  in  this  tow^n,  who  have  been  promi- 

nently connected  with  your  schools. 

The  examination,  which  was  attended  by  a  large 

number  of  visitors,  passed  off  very  pleasantly  and  sat- 
isfactorily to  all,  while  the  correct  deportment  and 

bearing  of  the  scholars,  as  well  as  their  readiness  in 
their  recitations  elicited  warm  encomiums  from  visitors 

and  members  from  former  committees,  who  kindly 

lent  their  presence  and  assistance  to  the  closing  exer- 
cises of  the  day. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Simon  Hosmer,  Prudential  Committee. 

The  upper  department  of  the  Summer  term,  was 

placed  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  J.  Harris,  of  this  town. 

The  excellent  reputation  which  this  teacher  won  in 

the  Centre  District,  the  previous  year,  was  fully  main- 

tained, and  improved  in  this  effort.  From  her  pre- 
vious success  in  teaching,  and  from  her  known  energy 
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and  force  of  character,  your  Committee  were  pre- 

pared to  anticipate  the  happiest  results  from  her  con- 
nection with  the  school,  and  their  expectations  were 

fully  realized.  Regularity  of  attendance,  and  a  good 

degree  of  interest,  prevailed  during  the  term,  and  it 

was  pleasant  to  witness  on  the  part  of  scholars  gener- 

ally, those  tokens  of  respect  and  confidence  so  grati- 

fying to  a  teacher,  and  which  exert  so  useful  an  influ- 
ence on  the  younger  members  of  the  school.  There 

was  much  propriety  and  decorum  in  the  behavior,  and 

very  marked  improvement  in  the  studies  pursued  by 

those  who  attended  the  school  during  the  Summer 
term. 

At  the  examination,  which  passed  oflf  very  smoothly, 

a  large  number  of  visitors  were  present,  among  whom 

we  were  pleased  to  see  many  parents,  whose  presence 

indicated  on  their  part  an  interest  in  the  school,  which 

promises  well  for  its  future  prosperity.  Music,  Reci- 
tations, and  Dialogues,  formed  a  part  of  the  exercises, 

and  the  amplest  evidence  was  afforded  those  present, 

in  the  readiness  of  the  answers,  and  in  the  general 

proficiency  of  the  scholars,  that  the  time  and  money 

had  been  profitably  spent.  The  scholars  presented 

the  teacher  with  a  beautiful  book,  as  a  token  of  their 

esteem  and  respect. 

Miss  Harris  was  continued  in  this  school  during  the 

Fall  and  Winter  terms;  and  we  had  good  evidence, 

not  only  in  our  monthly  visits,  but  at  the  final  exam- 
ination, that  good  progress  had  been  made  in  all  the 

studies  pursued,  and  that  the  teacher  had  been  faithful 

and  devoted  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  pupils 
under  her  care. 

2 
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The  Primary  department  of  the  Summer  term,  was 

placed  in  care  of  Miss  Mary  J.  Burroughs,  of  this 

town,  who  met  with  good  success.  This  teacher,  by 

her  kind  and  affectionate  manners,  gained  the  love  of 

her  youthful  charge,  and  assisted  them  in  making  a 

very  fair  beginning  in  the  rudiments  of  an  education. 

in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  obtain  a  High 

School  in  this  District  for  the  Fall  term,  there  being 

many  advanced  pupils  desirous  of  attending  school, 

your  Committee,  acting  under  the  advice  of  gentle- 
men who  understood  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 

concluded  to  remove  from  the  Primary  school  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  scholars  of  advanced  grade,  to  reduce 

it  to  the  number  which  could  be  advantageously  in- 
structed by  one  teacher,  and  to  obtain  a  teacher  of 

experience  and  qualifications  sufficient,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  compensate  for  the  absence  of  the  High 

School.  Through  the  aid  of  a  former  member  of  the 

Committee,  Miss  H.  B.  Eaton,  a  young  lady  who  had 

enjoyed  a  course  of  study  at  the  State  Normal  School, 

was  secured  to  take  charge  of  this  Department.  On 

visiting  the  school,  your  Committee  were  satisfied 

with  the  experiment,  and  from  the  tact  and  energy 

displayed  by  the  teacher,  anticipated  good  results. 

Unfortunately,  after  teaching  a  couple  of  weeks, 

she  was  compelled  to  rehnquish  the  school,  which 

was  taken  in  charge  by  her  sister.  Considering  the 

age  and  attainments  of  the  scholars  in  this  school,  and 

the  very  liberal  salary,  (a  large  portion  of  which  was 

generously  contributed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict,) allowed  the  teacher,  we  felt  that  we  had  reason 

to  expect  a  school  of  more  than  ordinary  excellence. 

We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  these  expectations  were  not 



fulfilled ;  and  that  the  school  of  which  we  had  reason 

to  expect  most,  obtained  the  lowest  degree  of  success 

of  any  one  in  town,  for  the  Summer  and  Fall  terms. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult,  justly  to  assign  the  blame  in 

cases  like  this,  but  considering  the  excellent  deport- 
ment of  the  scholars  under  trying  circumstances  the 

succeeding  term,  we  cannot  do  less  than  to  express 

the  opinion,  that  with  some  teachers,  this  would  have 
been  an  excellent  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Sum- 
ner T.  Smith,  who  is  pursuing  a  course  of  study  at 

Meriden,  N.  H.  This  teacher,  as  well  as  the  teachers 

in  the  South  and  South  East  Districts,  presented 

themselves  for  examination  on  the  morning  appointed 

for  the  commencement  of  all  the  Winter  Schools, 

thereby  rendering  it  compulsory  upon  the  Committee 

to  give  them  certificates,  or  to  delay  the  commence- 
ment of  the  schools,  with  the  certainty  that  it  would 

be  very  difficult,  and  perhaps  impossible,  to  obtain  ex- 

perienced teachers  so  late  in  the  season.  This  de- 

partment of  the  school,  consists  mostly  of  pupils  of 

advanced  age  and  scholarship,  and  should  be  com- 
mitted to  the  management  of  teachers  only  of  tried 

excellence  and  ability.  We  were  not  satisfied  with 

this  teacher  on  our  first  visit  to  the  school,  and  plainly 

intimated  to  him  that  unless  the  Committee  were  con- 

vinced that  decided  improvement  would  be  made,  it 

would  be  advisable  for  him  to  relinquish  the  school. 

But  the  teacher  so  earnestly  requested  a  further  trial, 

and  stated  that  he  was  laboring  under  severe  indispo- 
sition, which  disquahfied  him  from  doing  justice  to 

himself,  that  after  strongly  urging  upon  him  the  ne- 
cessity of  increased  energy  and  effort,  we  consented 
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to  let  him  proceed  with  the  school.  For  sometime  it 

seemed  to  improve,  and  gave  us  hope  that  it  might 

obtain  a  fair  degree  of  success.  But  after  continuing 

eight  weeks,  we  found  it  diminishing  in  numbers  and 

interest,  and  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  bring  it  to  a 

close.  We  did  this  reluctantly,  well  knowing  that  a 

teacher  must  be  poor  indeed,  who  cannot  secure  the 

support  and  sympathy  of  a  few  friends.  The  teacher 
seemed  aware  of  his  ill  success,  and  dismissed  his 

school  on  the  morning  appointed  for  examination  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Committee,  thus  proving  pretty 

conclusively,  that  they  had  placed  a  correct  estimate 

upon  the  value  of  his  labors. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Francis  Dwigut,  Prudential  Committee. 

The  upper  department  of  this  School  for  the  Sum- 
mer and  Fall  terms,  and  also  the  Primary  department 

for  the  Winter,  were  taught  by  Miss  Charlotte  C. 

Faulkner,  a  resident  of  the  town  and  district.  Com- 

bining perfect  self-possession  with  great  energy  and 
force  of  character.  Miss  Faulkner  has,  in  an  unusual 

degree,  the  requisite  qualifications  for  a  superior 

teacher.  It  was  always  pleasant  to  visit  this  school, 

and  listen  to  the  apt  illustrations  of  the  teacher,  and 

likewise  to  admire  the  mild  but  perfect  government 

of  the  school,  which  seemed  to  be  under  her  entire 

control,  and  all  without  apparent  effort  on  her  part. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  expected  much  of  the 

school,  and  were  not  disappointed,  unless  agreeably 

so,  for,  on  the  whole,  it  rather  exceeded  our  anticipa- 
tions. This  teacher  believed  in  the  plan  of  doing  the 

little  things  well,  knowing  that  this  being  the  case, 
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matters  of  greater  importance  will  be  duly  attended  to 

without  special  effort. 

The  school  has  made  excellent  progress  throughout 

the  year,  each  term  seeming  an  improvement  upon 

its  predecessor.  In  cases  where  every  thing  is  com- 
mendable, it  is  difficult  to  particularize ;  but  if  any 

preference  were  to  be  assigned,  we  think  the  classes 

in  Arithmetic  and  Geography,  displayed  the  most 

marked  improvement.  At  the  present  time  the  Pri- 

mary department  of  this  school,  considering  its  grade, 

is  one  of  our  best  schools,  and  we  are  confident  that, 

as  regards  not  only  excellence  of  discipline,  but  pro- 
ficiency in  attainment,  it  would  safely  compare  with 

any  school  in  town. 

The  Primary  department  of  the  Summer  and  Fall 

terms,  was  taught  by  Miss  Caroline  E.  Lothrop,  also 

of  the  town  and  district,  and  who,  though  quite  young, 

acquitted  herself  very  successfully,  and  made  a  favor- 

able impression  upon  both  parent  and  pupil.  The 

discipline  was  of  the  very  highest  order,  and  good  im- 
provement was  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  scholars 

in  all  the  branches  of  study  pursued.  We  hope  Miss 

Lothrop  may  have  ample  opportunity  to  display  her 

tact  and  ability  in  this  occupation,  and  predict  for  her 

a  successful  and  useful  career  so  far  as  she  may  be 

associated  with  the  instruction  and  management  of 

youth. 

The  Winter  term  of  this  school  was  placed  in  charge 

of  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Gleason,  of  Dartmouth  College, 

who  came  well  recommended  by  a  former  successful 

teacher  of  this  school,  as  a  gentleman  well  qualified, 

and  who  had  previously  taught  with  good  [success. 

This  is  a  large  school,  and  -one  where  great  firmness 
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and  ability  to  govern  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  are 

required.  Its  general  appearance,  when  visited  by 

the  Committee,  was  good,  and  a  pleasant  and  useful 

term  was  expected.  After  continuing  the  school  eight 

weeks,  the  teacher  finding  his  health  failing,  and,  we 

fear,  disheartened  by  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  older 

scholars,  without  notifying  the  Committee,  suddenly 

closed  the  school  and  left  for  home ;  where  we  hope, 

under  judicious  care  and  kind  attention,  he  may 

speedily  become  convalescent.  The  term  was  com- 
pleted by  Mr.  OHver  Wetherbee,  of  Boxborough,  a 

veteran  teacher,  whose  experience  in  the  instruction 

of  youth,  comprises  a  period  almost  equal  to  the 

average  duration  of  life  in  this  State.  Under  the 

judicious  discipline  and  thorough  instruction  of  Mr. 

Wetherbee,  the  school  made  good  progress,  especially 

in  Reading,  in  which  exercise  we  have  never  seen  it 

display  greater  proficiency. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

James  Keyes,  Jr.,  Prudential  Gommittee. 

Summer  Term — This  term  of  the  school  was  placed 

under  the  management  of  Miss  Martha  C.  Harris,  a  res- 

ident of  the  district^  and  who,  but  a  short  time  previ- 

ously, had  been  a  member  of  the  school.  From  these 

circumstances,  we  should  be  led  to  apprehend  that  it 

would  be  difficult  for  the  teacher  to  readily  command 

the  respect  of  the  scholars  sufficiently,  to  secure  pro- 
per discipline.  Miss  Harris,  however,  experienced  no 

trouble  in  maintaining  excellent  order,  without  resort 

to  corporal  punishment,  and  the  scholars  seemed  to 

vie  with  each  other  in  ready  obedience  to  the  teacher, 

and  zeal  in  study.    The  prominent  characteristics  of 
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this  school,  were  good  order  and  attention  to  study,  a 

careful  exactness  in  the  pronunciation  and  grammat- 
ical arrangement  of  words,  and  a  systematic  method 

in  all  matters  relating  to  the  management  of  the 

school.  In  this  we  think  the  teacher  deserves  partic- 
ular commendation  ;  for  we  do  not  often  see  schools 

where  equal  care  is  shown  in  the  particulars,  which, 

though  minute,  still  go  far  to  establish  the  reputation 

of  a  school.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  marked  im- 

provement was  shown  in  all  branches  of  study  pur- 

sued, and  especially  in  Grammar  and  Writing.  Sev- 
eral spirited  Declamations  and  Recitations  were  given 

at  the  examination,  in  a  style  that  would  have  conferred 

credit  upon  maturer  minds.  A  fair  attendance  of 

visitors  were  present,  among  whom  we  should  have 

been  pleased  to  have  seen  more  of  the  parents  of  the 

scholars,  that  they  might  have  shared  in  the  pleasure 

of  witnessing  the  proficiency  displayed  by  them. 

Winter  Term — This  term  of  the  school  was  com- 

mitted to  the  care  of  its  former  teacher;  this  making 

his  third  consecutive  Winter  term  in  this  school,  and 

as  proof  of  the  generous  confidence  reposed  by  the 

parents  in  him,  we  may  state  that  not  one  of  them 
visited  the  school  until  its  final  examination.  We 

would  suggest,  that  the  teacher,  though  no  doubt 

duly  grateful,  would  readily  forego  the  pleasure  of  this 

negative  compliment,  for  the  positive  advantage  which 

his  school  would  gain  from  frequent  visits  and  prac- 
tical suggestions  of  the  parents.  As  regards  this 

term  of  the  school,  our  remarks  will  be  governed  by 

the  spirit  of  a  quotation  from  Csesar  :  "  That  it  is  not 
well  for  a  man  to  spend  any  considerable  portion  of 

his  life  in  commentary  upon  his  own  works." 
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EAST  SCHOOL. 

Elbridge  Robbins,  Prudential  Committee. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  committed  to 

the  management  of  its  former  teacher,  Miss  Celeste  J. 
Robbins.  This  was  her  fourth  consecutive  Summer 

term  in  this  school.  The  District,  at  its  annual  meet- 

ing, wisely  voted  to  commence  the  school  at  an  earlier 

period  than  usual,  that  the  first  term  should  be  com- 

pleted before  the  season  for  gathering  berries  should 

arrive ;  thereby  securing  the  school  from  the  loss  of 

some  of  its  best  scholars  near  its  close.  The  excel- 

lent reputation  which  this  term  of  the  school  has  en- 

joyed in  former  years,  was  fully  maintained,  and  we 

think  that  more  rapid  progress  has  never  been  made 

than  during  the  past  year.  The  order  was  superior, 

and  sustained  without  any  display  on  the  part  of 

the  teacher;  the  scholars  seeming  so  deeply  inter- 

ested in  their  studies,  that  they  had  little  opportunity 

for  idleness,  still  less  for  play  and  insubordination.  The 

peculiar  excellences  of  this  school,  were :  a  clear, 

distinct  enunciation,  careful  observance  of  the  pauses 

and  emphatic  words ;  and  the  tone  of  voice  in  the 

reading  classes,  and  recitations,  was  such  that  every 

word  could  be  plainly  heard  by  all  in  the  room.  Par- 
ticular attention  was  also  given  to  moral  instruction. 

The  teacher  seemed  to  understand  that,  while  a  knowl- 

edge of  the  branches  usually  taught  in  common 

schools,  was  very  desirable,  this  knowledge  alone,  does 

not  fit  one  for  the  highest  duties  of  life.  At  the  ex- 
amination, which  was  attended  by  a  good  number  of 

visitors,  the  school  in  all  respects  appeared  excellently 

well,  giving  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  faithfulness  of 

the  teacher,  and  industry  of  the  scholars. 



17 

The  Fall  term  of  the  school  was  continued  by  the 

same  teacher,  and  with  equal  success.  Good  im- 

provement was  manifested  at  its  close,  and  the  plea- 
sant singing  of  its  youthful  members  contributed  much 

to  the  enjoyment  of  those  present,  and  harmonized 

well  with  the  general  appearance  of  the  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  F.  F.  Putney, 

of  this  town,  who  had  previously  taught  one  term  in 

an  adjoining  town,  and  met  with  good  success.  Mr. 

Putney  labored  during  the  Winter  with  untiring  effort, 
and  the  result  shows  that  he  has  not  labored  in  vain. 

In  a  school  like  this,  comprising  every  grade  of  schol- 

arship, from  the  child  just  beginning  its  letters,  to  the 
oldest  and  most  advanced  scholars,  some  of  whom  are 

very  fairly  qualified  to  teach,  the  teacher,  if  thorough 

and  faithful,  however  dihgent  he  may  be,  is  rarely 

through  the  order  of  exercises  at  the  hours  of  twelve 

and  four.  In  this  school,  several  classes  were  regu- 

larly heard  after  these  hours,  thereby  gaining  ample 

time  for  explanation  and  discussion,  and  also  enabling 

the  teacher  to  drill  more  thoroughly  those  that  recited 

during  school  hours.  It  did  not  take  a  long  time  for 

the  school  to  perceive  the  devotion  of  the  teacher  to 

their  interests,  and  they  met  it  with  corresponding 

effort.  They  all  saw  and  felt  that  their  own  good  was 

his  great  object,  and  that  he  was  abundantly  qualified 

to  secure  their  advancement.  As  might  be  expected, 

under  the  circumstances,  rapid  progress  was  made  in 

all  the  branches  of  study  pursued.  Mr.  Putney  gave 

entire  satisfaction  to  the  district,  and  this,  in  most  cases, 

is  the  best  criterion  of  a  good  school,  and  of  the  useful- 
ness of  a  teacher. 

3 
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SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

John  Fletcher,  Prudential  Committee. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  placed  in 

charge  of  Miss  S.  Augusta  Davis,  of  this  town,  a 

young  lady  favorably  known  as  an  accurate  and 

thorough  scholar.  This  school  in  past  years  has 

seemed  to  be  unfortunate  in  many  respects,  and  has 

had  the  reputation  of  being  an  undesirable  one. 

Under  the  judicious  management  of  Miss  Davis,  it  has 

greatly  improved;  and  instead  of  disorder,  inattention, 

and  indifference,  a  contrary  spirit  seemed  to  prevail. 

The  average  attendance  was  remarkably  good,  prov- 
ing conclusively,  the  increased  interest  felt  in  the 

school,  by  both  parent  and  pupil.  The  order  in  this 

school  was  all  that  we  could  ask,  and  its  general  ap- 

pearance was  very  satisfactory.  At  the  examination 

marked  improvement  was  displayed  in  the  various  re- 

citations and  exercises.  Upon  the  whole,  consider- 
ing the  state  of  this  school  at  the  commencement,  we 

think  as  decided  improvement  has  been  shown,  as  in 

any  under  our  supervision  the  past  year. 
The  Fall  term  of  the  school  was  continued  under 

the  same  teacher,  and  from  the  marked  success  of  the 

Summer  term,  was  attended  by  an  increased  number 

of  scholars.  The  teacher  having  become  fully  ac- 

quainted with  the  capacity  and  advancement  of  her 

pupils,  was  enabled  to  make  still  more  decided  im- 

provement, and  to  obtain  a  higher  degree  of  success. 

Winter  Term — This  term  was  placed  under  the  in- 

struction of  Mr.  George  Weston,  of  Lincoln,  at  pre- 
sent a  member  of  Harvard  College.  Mr.  Weston  is 

young  and  inexperienced,  and,  knowing  the  require- 
ments of  this  school,  we  endeavored  to  dissuade  him 
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from  commencing  it.  But,  he  having  strong  faith 

in  his  ability  to  bring  the  term  to  a  pleasant  and 

profitable  termination,  engaged  that  no  effort  or  labor 

should  be  spared  on  his  part,  and  it  being  impossible 

to  procure  another  teacher  without  deferring  the  com- 
mencement of  the  school,  the  Committee  reluctantly 

permitted  him  to  assume  its  management  upon  the 

condition  that  his  salary  was  to  depend  upon  the 

amount  of  labor  performed  and  degree  of  success 

attained.  This  teacher  perhaps,  on  the  whole,  suc- 

ceeded as  well  as  would  most  beginners,  but  we  think 

that  the  experience  of  the  last  and  previous  winters, 

must  convince  the  people  of  this  District,  that  none 

but  experienced  and  able  teachers  should  be  placed 

in  charge  of  this  school.  Whenever  W€  have  been 

present  the  past  winter,  the  order  was  good,  and  some 

interest  was  manifested  in  study,  but  at  its  close  the 

lack  of  skilful  teaching  was  apparent  in  the  reading, 

which  was  far  too  rapid,  and  without  proper  obser- 

vance of  the  pauses,  and  also  in  the  absence  of  tho- 

roughness in  the  various  branches  of  study  pursued. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

And  now,  fellow  citizens,  we  have  presented  you 

with  a  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  sev- 

eral schools  in  our  town.  We  would  be  glad  to  state 

that  all  had  attained  unprecedented  success.  But  we 

are  not  able  to  do  so ;  it  may  be,  others  see  excel- 
lences or  defects  where  the  Committee  do  not.  It  is 

very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  real  condition  of  a  school 

by  a  few  visits.  Schools,  hke  families,  know  the  ad- 

vantage of  keeping  up  appearance.    The  Committee 
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pretend  to  no  infallibility,  but  report  according  to  the 

best  of  their  judgment  the  state  of  the  school  as  it 

appears  to  them.  While  we  rejoice  in  the  general 

prosperity  of  our  schools,  we  think  they  might  exert  a 

wider  influence  and  attain  a  higher  degree  of  success, 

and  will  endeavor  briefly  to  submit  a  few  suggestions, 

hoping  they  will  receive  your  candid  consideration : 

1.  There  should  be  a  more  hearty  co-operation  of 

the  parent  with  the  teacher,  in  and  out  of  the  school- 

room. We  fear  that  but  few  parents  are  fully  aware 

of  the  extent  of  the  influence  for  good,  that  they 

might,  with  little  expenditure  of  time  or  labor,  exert 

upon  schools  by  showing  in  every  proper  manner,  the 

interest  that  they  feel  in  them.  There  is  a  degree  of 

confidence  reposed  in  the  teachers  employed  which  is 

placed  in  no  other  class  of  laborers.  What  farmer 

would  employ  a  young  man  of  eighteen  or  twenty 

years  of  age,  to  take  care  of  his  cattle  at  the  barn, 

and  neglect  to  visit  his  barn  during  the  season  ?  What 

merchant  would  employ  a  clerk,  who  may  be  an  en- 

tire stranger  to  him,  and  fail  for  three  months  to  ex- 

amine the  books  kept  by  him,  or  to  look  after  the  bus- 
iness he  transacted.  Yet,  every  father  will  say  that 

the  common  school  education  that  he  gives  his  chil- 
dren, far  exceeds  in  value  any  pecuniary  assistance 

he  may  ever  be  able  to  afford  them.  From  statistics 

collected  with  care,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  less 

than  a  tenth  part  of  the  parents  in  this  State  have  vis- 
ited the  schools  attended  by  their  children,  once  in  a 

year.  This  throwing  all  the  responsibility  upon  the 

Superintending  Committee,  and,  in  some  cases,  do- 

ing nothing  except  finding  fault  with  what  is  done,  or 

complaining  that  no  more  is  accomplished,  is  all  wrong. 
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Parents  should  consider  themselves  a  committee  of 

the  whole,  and  superintend  as  far  as  possible  their 

own  schools.  Let  them  frequently  visit  the  school- 
room ;  let  them  always  speak  well  of  the  teacher  in 

the  presence  of  their  children ;  let  them  lend  all  their 

influence  and  authority  to  uphold  good  government  in 

school ;  let  them,  if  they  desire  any  changes  in  the 

studies  or  discipline  of  the  school,  make  their  requests 

directly  to  the  teacher,  and  not  through  the  scholars ; 

and  let  them  place  those  strong  motives  to  diligence 

and  application  before  their  children,  that  parents  can 

best  inspire,  and  results  would  be  arrived  at  far  more 

important  than  have  hitherto  been  seen. 

2.  The  irregularity  of  attendance,  and  tardiness  on 

the  part  of  the  scholars,  are  evils  that  must  be  reme- 

died before  our  schools  will  be  what  they  ought.  Pa- 
rents should  remember  that  the  best  teacher  cannot 

instruct  their  children  if  they  keep  them  at  home,  or 

only  allow  them  to  be  at  school  occasionally.  The 

average  attendance  the  past  year  in  the  schools  in 

town,  was  a  fraction  over  eighty-one  per  cent.  In 
one  of  the  schools,  the  attendance  was  ninety  per 

cent.,  and  the  teacher  is  confident  that  had  every 

effort  been  made  by  all  the  parents  and  scholars,  it 

might  have  been  as  high  as  ninety-eight.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that  not  less  than 

one-fifth  part  of  the  money  expended  by  the  town 
upon  the  schools,  is  lost  through  absenteeism.  There 

is  no  necessity  for  this.  It  should  not  be.  Parents 

should  feel  under  moral  obligations  to  have  their  chil- 

dren in  school  every  day  during  term  time,  and  at  the 

hour  for  commencing  the  school.  Punctuality  is  a 

virtue  all  should  cultivate,    "  Afternoon  men,"  are 
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not  the  men  that  make  their  mark  in  hfe.  Besides, 

the  loss  of  time  denoted  by  the  register,  is  not  the 

only,  or  chief  injury  that  will  result  to  the  scholar  and 

the  school  of  which  he  is  a  member.  How  many 
teachers  have  entered  school  full  of  enthusiasm  for 

their  vocation,  determined  to  spare  neither  time  or 

labor  to  attain  the  highest  standard  of  excellence,  but 

who  have  become  disheartened  by  the  indifference 

displayed  by  the  parents  in  the  best  interests  of  the 

school.  Oftentimes  scholars,  who  reside  near  the 

school  house,  are  habitually  from  one  to  three-fourths 
of  an  hour  late  ;  occasionally  scholars  are  absent  from 

school  a  whole  week  without  any  valid  reason ;  and 

frequently  scholars  ask  to  be  excused  in  the  middle  of 

the  afternoon,  merely  to  go  on  some  trivial  errand 

which  might  be  performed  as  well,  after  the  close  of 

school.  We  fear  that  parents  sometimes  give  children 

leave  to  "  get  dismissed"  merely  to  be  relieved  from 
their  importunity.  And  too  often  the  teacher,  dis- 

couraged by  such  culpable  indifference  on  the  part  of 

the  parent,  lowers  his  standard  and  relaxes  his  efforts. 

This  is  no  imaginary  display  of  evils ;  it  is  history. 

And  we  regret  to  say  that  it  is  the  history  of  most  of 
our  district  schools. 

3.  There  is  a  lack  of  home  influence  and  instruc- 

tion that  seriously  impairs  the  usefulness  of  our  schools. 

While  there  is  little  dani^er  that  our  Common  School 

System  will  be  too  highly  valued,  it  cannot  be 

expected  that  a  teacher  having  from  thirty  to  fifty 

pupils  under  his  or  her  control,  can  feel  that  separate 

interest,  or  watch  the  habits  of  each  with  the  scruti- 

nizing care  of  the  parent  with  four  or  five.  A  parent 

even  of  limited  education,  but  who  possesses  the  gen- 
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uine  parental  spirit,  is  always  the  person  best  quali- 
fied to  guide  and  instruct  the  child  during  the  first 

six  or  eight  years  of  hfe.  Such  a  parent  can  instruct 

his  child  in  all  that  is  usually  taught  in  a  district  school 

far  better  than  any  school  teacher.  Parents  should 

remember  that  the  home  influence  of  a  child  out- 

weighs all  other,  either  for  weal  or  woe.  An  eminent 

English  statesman  once  said  that,  "  The  first  six  years 

of  a  child's  life  were  of  more  importance  to  him  than 

all  his  after  years."  This  is  a  matter  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  all,  and  to  none  more  deeply  so,  than  the  pa- 
rents themselves.  The  position  in  society  and  future 

standing  of  children,  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon 

their  early  home  training  and  associations.  By  neg- 

lecting these,  many  an  indulgent  parent's  fondest  hopes 
have  been  blasted,  and  the  child,  whom  he  had  hoped 

to  have  become  a  useful  and  respected  member  of  so- 

ciety, the  pride  of  his  middle  age  and  the  support  of 

his  decUning  years,  he  has  seen  a  reproach  to  his 

friends,  an  outcast  upon  the  earth,  the  associate  of 

fast  men  and  fast  women,  the  companion  of  drunk- 

ards, rowdies  and  desperate  characters.  It  is  this 

class  of  children  that  go  to  recruit  what  are  called  the 

"  dangerous  classes  ;"  that  fill  the  ranks  of  the  loafers 

at  places  of  public  resort ;  that  become  the  "  roughs," 

thieves  and  swindlers,  that  so  infest  society  at  the  pre- 

sent time.  We  hope  that  every  parent  will  ponder 

seriously,  and  act  wisely  in  this  all-important  matter. 
4.  The  absence  of  moral  instruction  in  school,  has 

been  regularly  alluded  to  by  our  predecessors  in  office, 

and  in  again  referring  to  the  matter,  we  fear  that  we 

are  somewhat  in  the  position  of  the  clergyman,  who 

was  in  the  habit  of  preaching  his  sermons  till  his  peo- 



24 

pie  remembered  them.  The  laws  of  the  Common- 

wealth make  it  the  duty  of  all  engaged  in  the  instruc- 

tion of  youth,  to  attend  to  this  matter.  Many  teachers, 

for  reasons  not  necessary  to  mention,  might  not  feel 

competent  to  attend  to  the  religious  instruction  of 
a  school.  But  all  teachers  should  set  before  their 

scholars  the  highest  motives  for  doing  right ;  the 

advantages  of  rigid  adherence  to,  and  love  of  truth ; 

of  sterling  honesty  and  integrity  in  all  their  transac- 
tions with  their  associates.  Scholars  should  hkewise 

be  taught  to  cultivate  pure  thoughts,  thereby  securing 

purity  of  action  and  conversation ;  to  command  their 

appetites  and  passions  ;  to  be  cheerfully  obedient  to 

those  to  whom  they  owe  allegiance,  and  gentle  to 

those  under  their  care ;  never  to  forget,  that  respect 

and  reverence  are  due  to  age ;  never  to  speak  in  a 

hght  and  trifling  manner  of  sacred  or  solemn  things ; 

to  assist  and  raise  the  unfortunate,  and  love  their 

neighbors  as  themselves,  and  God  their  Father. 

5.  And,  in  this  connection,  we  cannot  refrain  from 

saying  a  word  or  two  as  regards  the  physical  education 

of  the  young.  As  a  community,  it  may  be  safely  as- 
serted, that  we  have  no  physical  training  whatever. 

And  the  result  is,  that  the  people  of  this  section  of  the 

country  are  deteriorating  physically,  in  consequence 

of  their  bad  physiological  habits.  One  great  cause  for 

this  is,  the  absence  of  out-door  exercise.  The  Eng- 

lish are  far  in  advance  of  us  in  this  respect.  In  this 

country,  men  (and  women  too,)  seem  to  think  it  un- 
dignified to  walk,  when  they  can  ride.  The  English 

women  take  long  excursions,  merely  for  exercise  and 

recreation,  sometimes  walking  half  a  dozen  miles  be- 
fore breakfast.    An  American  girl  would  consider 
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this  an  unmitigated  hardship,  and  the  mere  thought 
of  it  would  be  hke  to  make  her  lame  for  a  week. 

Among  the  bridal  presents  of  the  English  princess, 

lately  married  by  a  prince  of  Prussia,  were  a  number 

of  pairs  of  thick-soled  shoes  for  out-door  exercise.  We 
have  a  little  curiosity  to  know  how  such  a  present 

would  be  received  in  this  country.  But  to  return  to 

our  subject.  The  intellect  has  been  cultivated  more 

than  the  body  or  heart.  A  sound  mind  must  be  in  a 

sound  body.  There  is  much  truth  in  the  old  adage, 

"  Sick  body,  sick  brain." 
Many  a  beautiful  and  promising  youth  has  found  an 

early  grave  by  disregarding  the  physical  wants  of  the 

constitution.  Mental  and  physical  development  must 

be  in  harmony.  School  rooms  should  be  built  with 

reference  to  the  wants  of  the  system.  In  this  town, 

with  one  exception,  the  backs  of  the  seats  are  per- 
pendicular, while  they  should  incline  backwards  at  a 

sHght  angle.  Consequently,  the  scholar  cannot  long 

remain  comfortably  in  one  upright  position.  The  re- 

sult is,  that  a  large  part  of  the  pupils  undergo  a  visi- 

ble and  obvious  change  of  form.  Curvatures  ac- 

quired in  youth,  when  the  physical  system  is  flexible, 

become  permanent.  And  in  all  such  cases  the  respi- 

ratory power  is  diminished ;  the  blood  is  imperfectly 

oxygenized,  and  a  lower  degree  of  hfe  is  enjoyed. 

For  these  reasons,  we  have  serious  doubts  as  to  the 

expediency  of  sending  children  of  tender  age,  (say 

six  years,)  to  remain  on  the  hard  benches  of  a  school 

room  for  six  hours  a  day.  We  beheve  it  would  be 

much  better  for  them  to  be  under  less  physical  re- 

straint, breathing  in  the  pure  air,  and  roaming 

over  the  fields,  thereby  laying  the  foundation  for  that 
4 
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robust  bodily  health  which  is  the  greatest  of  all  earthly 

blessings.  But  if  parents  persist  in  sending  them  to 

school,  we  think  it  the  duty  of  the  teacher  to  allow 

them  the  largest  liberty  consistent  with  the  interests 
of  the  school. 

In  presenting  these  remarks,  we  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  that  we  have  named  all  the  defects  with 

which  our  school  system  has  to  contend.  A  few  of 

the  most  prominent  have  been  brought  forward  in  the 

hope  that  the  attention  of  parents  may  be  attracted,  in 

order  to  give  greater  efficiency  to  our  schools,  and  to 

obtain  more  completely  the  object  for  which  they 

have  been  established.  And,  in  conclusion,  we  would 

that  ours  were  the  power  to  fully  impress  upon  you 

the  sacred  importance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  parents 

in  the  education  of  their  children ;  a  trust  far  trans- 

cending in  magnitude  every  other  earthly  duty ;  one 

that  not  only  concerns  the  well-being  and  usefulness 
of  your  children  in  this  life,  but  their  highest  interests 

in  the  future,  those  which  connect  them  with  God  and 

eternity.  And,  as  in  a  short  time  they  are  to  occupy 

your  places,  may  they  be  prepared  to  rightfully  im- 
prove the  advantages  they  shall  receive,  so  that  they 

may  transmit  them  not  only  unimpaired,  but  improved 
to  those  who  in  their  turn  shall  follow  them. 

LUTHER  CONANT,  Jr.,  ) 
ADELBERT  MEAD,        >  Committee, 
W.E.  FAULKNER,  ) 

* 
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j  Centre, 
S  West, 
South, 
!  North, East, 
South  East, 

Summer. 
^  M.  Maria  Tuttle, (  Helen  E.  Cowdrey, 
[  Augusta  S.  Miles, ( M.  Jennie  Harris, 
\  Mary  .T.  Burroughs, 
(  Charlotte  C.  Faulkner, 
1  Caroline  E.  Lothrop, 
Martha  C.  Harris, 
Celeste  J.  Robbins, 
S.  Augusta  Davis, 

m  00 14  00 
14  00 
16  00 
10  00 
18  00 
12  00 
16  00 
17  00 
16  00 

$42  00 21  00 
21  00 
40  50 
22  50 
45  00 
27  00 
60  00 
55  25 44  00 

42 
37 35 

35 
46 

31 
32 
32 
17 

37  1-2 
30  5-7 30  1-10 
28 

37  1-5 24 26 

27  2-3 15  1-5 

1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 

0 
5 
0 
3 
0 
4 
1 
2 
0 

3 

1  1-2 1  1-2 
2  1-2 2  1-4 
2  1-2 
2  1-4 
2  3-4 3  1-4 
2  3-4 

54  1 

20  ! 

50 

17 
26 

13 
20  I 
16 

11 
Total, 

$147  00 $378  25 307 
256  3-8 

4 

15 

25  1-4 
1  Centre, 
1  West, 
South, 
East, 

1  South  East, 

Fall. 
M.  Maria  Tuttle, 
<  Harriet  B.  Eaton, 
(  M.  Jennie  Harris, 
( Charlotte  C.  Faulkner, 
1  Caroline  E.  Lothrop, 
Celeste  J.  Robbins, 
S.  Augusta  Davis, 

$18  00 20  00 
16  00 
18  00 
12  00 
17  00 
16  00 

$42  75 
*20  00 

36  00 
45  00 
30  00 25  50 
20  00 

65 25 

44 46 

35 

32 
19 

50  1-2 20  3-4 
36 36 

23  3-4 
25  1-2 
17  5-6 

0 
5 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 

3 
0 
1 
0 
4 
1 
0 

2  34 

2  1-4 
2  1-8 2  1-2 

2.1-2 1  1-2 1  1-4 

20 

3 

to 

25 
15 

8 
9 

Total, 
$117  00 $219  25 
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210  1-3 

7 9 
14  7-8 
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I  West, 
oOUtn, 
North, 

'  East, 
South  East, 

WlHTEU. 
Gustavus  D.  Pike, 
Sumner  T.  Smith, 
(  Samuel  M.  Gleason, 
( Oliver  Wetherbee, 
Luther  Conant,  Jr., 
Francis  F.  Putney, 
George  Weston, 

$44  00 38  00 42  00 
42  00 
38  00 
36  00 
37  00 

$132  00 85  50 
84  00 
42  00 
133  00 
122  72 
111  OO 

49 
41 
54 

47 

49 38 

45 
34 

39  2-5 
42  1-2 
42 
33  1-3 

12 
24 

30 8 11 
10 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

3 

2  1-4 
2 
1 

3  1-2 
3  1-3 
3 

83 
0 

12 
101 
38 
11 

Total, $277  OC $710  22 
278 

236  2-5 

95 
0 

18  1-12 

Centre, 
West, 
South, 

Winter  Primary. 
I^r.  Maria  Tuttle, 
M.  Jennie  IL^rrig, 
Charlotte  C  Faulkner, 

$16  OC 16  OC 
18  OC 

$40  OC 44  OC 
)     45  OC 

47 

48 

51 

42  2-3 40 

43  1-2 

1 
0 
0 

2 
0 
3 2  1-2 

2  3-4 2  1-2 

25  1 

44 
55 

Total, )  $129  OC 146 
126  1-6 

1 
1  5 

♦  The  remainder  was  contributed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  District, 
t  No  examination,  on  account  of  sickness  of  the  teacher. 
Paid  to  Male  Teachers,  $710  22 ;  to  Female  Teachers,  $726  50.  Average  wages  per  month 

of  Male  Teachers,  $39  23;  average  do.  of  Female  do.,  $15  16.  Months  taught  by  Male  Teach- 
ers, 18  1-12;  do.  Female  do.,  47  7-8.  Greatest  number  of  Scholars  attending  School  in  Winter, 

424;  do.  in  Summer,  307.  Average  in  Winter,  362  1-2;  do.  in  Summer,  256  3-8.  Ratio  of  at- 
tendance, to  the  whole  number  of  children  in  town,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  expressed 

in  decimals,  .81  2-10. 
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REPORT. 

The  school  year  of  1858-9  is  closed.  As  required 
by  the  statutes,  we  shall  give  a  detailed  account  of 
the  condition  of  each  school  in  town,  and  also  offer  a 

few  suggestions,  with  a  view  to  augment  the  usefulness, 

and  to  extend  the  benefits  of  our  educational  system. 

Your  Committee  felt,  upon  assuming  the  active  super- 
vision of  your  schools,  that  the  town  could  not  have 

reposed  in  them  a  more  important  trust.  And  we 

deeply  regret  that  the  pressure  of  business  engage- 
ments has  trespassed  upon  the  time  that  we  would 

gladly  have  spent,  in  more  closely  attending  to  the 

performance  of  the  duties  and  requirements  of  the 

office.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  general  and 

increased  prosperity  to  our  schools.  With  a  single 

exception  near  the  close  of  the  year,  all  have  been 

respectable,  and  most  have  made  excellent  advance- 

ment. With  another  preliminary  remark,  we  proceed 

to  give  the  Annual  Report  of  the  state  of  each  school. 

And  that  is,  that  having  carefully  formed,  we  shall 

freely  express  our  opinions  in  regard  to  the  several 

schools,  unbiassed  by  any  partiality  towards  their 

respective  teachers,  and  without  any  special  intention 

to  please  or  displease  either  parents  or  pupils,  fully 

confident  that  such  is  the  only  proper  course. 
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CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

The  intermediate  department  of  this  school  for  the 

Summer  term,  the  whole  school  for  the  Fall  term,  and 

the  primary  department  for  the  Winter  term,  have  been 

in  charge  of  Miss  Martha  C.  Harris,  of  this  town. 

Miss  H.  has  commendable  enthusiasm  for  her  calling, 

and  exerts  herself  with  zeal  and  an  animation  worthy 

of  the  magnitude  of  her  trust.  Nor  can  we  expect 

any  one  to  succeed  in  the  business  of  teaching,  with- 
out a  love  for  that  vocation.  Without  this  love  for 

the  occupation,  the  daily  care  of  the  school  soon 

becomes  tedious  and  commonplace  to  the  teacher — 

a  feeling  quickly  shared  by  the  pupils.  All  three 
examinations  of  this  school  have  been  well  attended 

by  parents  and  others  interested  in  its  prosperity.  The 

first,  especially,  passed  off  admirably,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  scholars,  the  readiness  of  their  answers, 

as  well  as  the  recitations  and  songs,  elicited  warm 

encomiums  from  all  present. 

The  Fall  term  continued  only  seven  weeks,  and 

the  list  of  scholars  upon  the  register  comprised  66 

names,  a  number  too  large  for  the  most  advantageous 

manajjement  of  a  single  teacher.  The  close  of  the 

Winter  term  displayed  careful  and  thorough  instruc- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  corresponding 

progress  on  the  part  of  her  pupils. 

The  primary  department  for  the  Summer  term  was 

intrusted  to  the  control  of  Miss  S.  Augusta  Dole, 

whose  parents  reside  in  the  district.  This  teacher  is 

endowed  with  a  good  share  of  energy,  and  commenc- 
ed her  labors  with  a  determination  to  excel.  And 

we  have  seldom  seen  a  school  to  which  the  word  per- 

fect could  be  applied  with  so  little  qualification  as  to 
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this.  At  every  visit  of  the  Committee,  as  well  as  at 

the  final  examination,  we  found  the  order  exactly  up 

to  the  mark,  and  a  degree  of  interest  and  attention 

altogether  unlooked  for  in  this  grade  of  schools.  The 

examination  was  well  attended,  as  most  good  ones  are. 

And  this  does  much  to  make  them  good.  Children 

of  a  small  growth  as  well  as  those  of  a  larger,  make 

effort  in  all  things,  in  proportion  as  the  results  of  their 

exertions  are  seen  and  appreciated.  Wherever  the 
services  of  this  teacher  can  be  obtained  we  should 

expect  a  first  class  school. 

The  Grammar  department  for  the  Winter  term  was 

taught  by  Mr.  C.  Little,  a  student  at  Dartmouth  Col- 

lege. Mr.  L.  was  highly  recommended  by  Mr.  Pike, 

the  teacher  of  the  school  the  previous  winter.  This 

is  a  very  large  school  and  one  at  the  present  time 

containing  but  few  advanced  scholars.  The  degree 

of  interest  excited  in  such  a  school  depends  in  a  great 

measure  upon  the  energy  displayed  by  the  teacher, 

his  tact  in  infusing  a  corresponding  feeling,  and  his 

readiness  in  illustration.  But,  primarily,  no  teacher 

can  expect  to  accomplish  much,  without  persevering 

and  patient  labor,  and  a  hearty  devotion  to  the  welfare 

o(  iiis  charge.  The  school  appeared  to  be  making 

fair  progress  as  the  Committee  judged,  during  the 
first  half  of  the  term.  Afterward  the  interest  and 

order  seemed  to  deteriorate  until,  quite  reluctantly,  we 

felt  compelled  to  close  the  school.  But  few  visitors  were 

present  at  examination,  the  exercises  of  which,  though 

showing  some  improvement,  fell  below  the  mark  that 

could  reasonably  be  anticipated  of  this  school.  Had 

the  teacher  been  less  sparing  of  his  labor,  we  think  far 

better  results  might  have  been  attained. 
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WEST  SCHOOL. 

Prudential  Committee,  George  A.  Stevens. 

The  intermediate  department  of  this  scliool  for  the 

Summer  term,  and  the  primary  for  the  Winter  term, 

were  instructed  by  the  teacher  of  the  previous  year, 

Miss  Mary  J.  Harris,  of  this  town,  a  lady  who  not  only 

enjoys,  but  merits  a  wide  popularity  as  an  able  and 
successful  teacher.  This  school  was  in  the  hiiihest 

degree  satisfactory.  The  government  was  judicious, 

and  the  efforts  of  the  teacher  for  the  improvement  of 

the  scholars,  faithful  and  unremitted  ;  and,  as  might 

have  been  expected,  the  pupils  made  a  very  percepti- 
ble advancement.  The  examinations  of  both  terms 

were  attended  by  a  very  large  number  of  visitors,  who 

were  not  only  pleased  at  the  proficiency  in  the  studies 

pursued,  but  gratified  at  the  manner  in  which  the 

Recitations,  Dialogues  and  Songs  were  given. 

The  primary  department  for  the  Summer  term  was 

taught  by  Miss  Ann  M.  Stockwell,  of  this  town  and 

district,  who,  though  young  and  wholly  inexperienced, 

met  with  admirable  success,  not  only  in  imparting 

instruction,  but  in  the  equally  important  matter  of 

school  discipline.  The  school  at  examination  appeared 

well,  and  as  the  classes  of  little  ones  passed  in  review 

before  the  visitors,  their  appearance  was  the  best 

meed  of  commendation  that  could  be  bestowed  upon 
the  teacher  and  her  labors. 

Winter  term.  This  term  of  the  school  was  placed 

in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Eugene  L.  Norton,  a  student  at 

Hanover,  N.  H.  On  entering  the  school  room  the 

first  day  of  the  term,  he  found  four  boys  on  the  side 

of  the  room  usually  occupied  by  the  other  sex,  thereby 

forcing  an  equal  number  of  the  young  ladies  to  occupy 
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seats  on  the  boys'  side,  or  those  on  their  own  side 
usually  allotted  to  the  smaller  scholars.  The  teacher 

very  properly  requested  the  boys  to  take  their  proper 

places ;  this  they  refused  to  do,  and  matters  remained 

in  this  state  until  the  school  was  visited  by  the  Com- 

mittee, who  at  once  directed  each  part  of  the  school 

to  take  their  suitable  position.  We  are  satisfied  that 

this  difficulty  was  the  foundation  for  most  or  all  of  the 

trouble  experienced  by  the  teacher  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school.  The  school  when  visited  by  the 

Committee  appeared  orderly  and  attentive,  and  we 

can  see  no  reason  why  any  pupil,  inclined  to  advance 

in  study,  could  not  attain  that  purpose  with  facility 

and  success.  The  examination  was  witnessed  by  a 

large  number  of  visitors,  and  gave  general  satisfaction. 

There  were  some  excellent  specimens  of  Composition, 

Declamation  and  Singing,  which  enhanced  very  much 
the  interest  of  the  occasion. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Prudential  Committee,  A.  C.  Handley. 

The  intermediate  school  for  the  Summer  term,  and 

the  primary  for  the  Winter  term,  were  placed  in  charge 

of  Miss  Charlotte  C.  Faulkner,  of  this  town  and  dis- 
trict. Miss  F.  has  been  connected  with  one  or  the 

other  departments  of  this  school  for  six  successive 

terms,  and  with  marked  success  from  the  first.  Her 

reputation  as  a  teacher,  her  warm  interest  in  her 

vocation,  the  ease  with  which  she  always  maintains 

almost  perfect  order,  combined  with  the  friendship 

and  regard  she  has  gained  to  herself,  both  from  parents 

and  pupils,  have  conspired  to  make  this  one  of  the 

best  schools  of  its  grade  in  town.    The  last  examina- 
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tion  is  always  the  best.  Were  we  to  commend  all 

that  attracted  our  attention  at  each  examination,  we 

should  review  the  whole  list  of  studies  pursued.  We 

mention  in  particular,  the  interesting  Dialogues  and 

Declamations,  and  also  the  neatness  with  which  the 

writing  books  had  been  preserved. 

The  primary  department  for  the  Summer  term  was 

instructed  by  the  teacher  of  the  previous  Summer, 

Miss  C.  E.  Lothrop,  who  not  only  maintained,  but 

improved  upon  the  excellent  success  of  that  eftbrt. 

This  school  though  large,  when  visited  by  the  Com- 
mittee always  appeared  quiet  and  orderly,  and  at  its 

close  manifested  good  progress  in  all  particulars. 

Among  the  many  pleasant  features  of  the  examination, 

was  a  song  by  three  little  girls,  who  acquitted  them- 
selves with  a  grace  far  above  their  years. 

Winter  term.  This  term  of  the  school  was  com- 

mitted to  the  care  and  management  of  Mr.  True  J. 

Perry,  of  N.  H.,  a  man  who  possesses  a  good  share 

of  decision,  and  energy  of  character,  with  a  fine 

development  of  muscular  power,  all  of  which  are 

desirable,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  to  obtain  success 

in  this  school.  Many  of  its  pupils  sometime  since 

contracted  the  habit  of  reading  rapidly,  and  conse- 

quently indistinctly,  a  fault  somewhat  difficult  to 
amend.  Mr.  P.  seems  to  have  corrected  this  defect 

quite  effectually.  His  style  of  teaching  was  original 

and  practical,  and  appeared  to  incite  the  pupils  to  a 

good  degree  of  effort.  While  we  gladly  concede  to 

Mr.  Perry  a  high  degree  of  success,  especially  in  the 

government  of  his  school,  we  think  that  a  more  care- 

ful use  of  language  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  as  well 
as  a  more  refined  address  and  manner,  would  have 
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added  to  the  efficiency  of  the  term.  The  school  at 

examination  appeared  well,  with  the  exception  that 

the  classes  in  reviewing  their  studies,  had  been  per- 
mitted to  recite  in  concert,  and  no  correction  on  the 

part  of  the  Committee,  could  obtain  separate  answers. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Prudential  Committee,  E.  Davis. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by 

Miss  C.  J.  Robbins,  this  being  her  fifth  successive 
Summer  term  in  this  district.  This  teacher  has  the 

power,  to  a  rare  degree,  of  conciliating  and  gaining 

the  affections  of  her  pupils,  and  this  being  done,  a 
teacher  has  almost  unlimited  influence.  Good  order 

follows  as  a  matter  of  course,  for  the  pupils  instead  of 

watching  for  opportunities  for  idleness  and  mischief, 

will  strive  to  gain  the  approving  smile  of  the  teacher. 

Children  have  warm  hearts  and  active  sympathies, 

and  are  much  more  easily  influenced  and  guided  by 

an  afl^ectionate  look,  and  a  kind  and  approving  word, 
than  by  any  cold  and  forbidding  manner  which  pro- 

duces avertion  and  fear.  We  have  before  adverted 

to  the  attention  paid  to  moral  instruction  by  this 

teacher,  and  were  gratified  to  witness  the  care  and 

attention  exerted,  in  forming  the  character  of  the  pupils 

after  the  highest  models.  The  examination  was  well 

attended  and  entirely  satisfactory.  Finally,  the  ap- 
pearance and  character  of  the  school  was  such,  as  to 

reflect  honor,  both  upon  the  teacher  and  the  taught. 
Winter  Term.    This  term  was  committed  to  the 

care  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Davis,  a  native  of  the  district,  at 

present  a  member  of  Dartmouth  College.    Mr.  D. 
2 
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being  quite  young  and  comparatively  inexperienced, 

some  anxiety  was  expressed  by  a  part  of  the  parents 

in  regard  to  the  success  of  the  school.  By  a  digni- 
fied bearing  and  earnest  effort,  the  teacher  soon  gained 

the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  pupils,  and  obtained  a 

good  degree  of  success.  The  ratio  of  attendance 

owing  to  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  disease  in  the 

district,  was  low,  and  consequently  in  some  degree 

impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  school,  which,  however 

at  the  close,  displayed  good  advancement,  and  gave 
full  satisfaction  to  the  district  and  Committee.  We 

take  pleasure  in  recording  the  success  of  this  teacher 

and  express  the  opinion,  that  if  more  of  the  young  men 

of  this  town,  would  fit  themselves  for,  and  enter  upon, 

the  duties  of  teaching,  the  schools  would  not  sufier 

by  the  change. 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

Prudential  Committee,  Daniel  Fletcher. 

The  parents  in  this  school  considered  themselves 

fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  the  teacher  of 

the  same  term  for  the  previous  year,  Miss  S.  Augusta 

Davis,  who  proved  herself  well  fitted  for  the  trust,  by 

the  success  of  that  effort.  The  parents,  gratified  at 

the  change  wrought  in  the  school,  seem  to  take  re- 
doubled interest,  judging  from  the  average  attendance, 

and  the  number  of  visitors  present  at  examination. 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  Miss  Davis's  reputation  as  an 
excellent  teacher  was  sustained.  This  school  was 

quiet,  energetic,  and  efficient.  The  teacher  retained 

the  affection  of  her  pupils,  satisfied  the  district,  and 

received  the  congratulations  and  commendations  of 
the  Committee. 
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The  Winter  term  was  confided  to  the  instruction  of 

Mr.  Oliver  Wetherbee,  of  Boxboro',  who  in  years  past 
has  completed  two  unfinished  terms  of  school  in  the 

South  District,  which  terms  the  young  gentlemen  who 

began,  were  unable  to  close,  on  account  of  mental  or 

physical  sickness — it  would  be  difficult  to  state  exactly 

which.  With  a  competent  and  experienced  teacher, 

and  interested  school,  and  the  prompt  and  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  parents,  it  would  be  almost  impossible 

to  fail  of  a  good  school.  The  teacher  gave  much 

time  to  the  elementary  branches,  which  he  taught 

with  thoroughness  and  precision.  We  review  the 

history  of  this  school  the  past  year  with  pleasure,  and 

trust  that  its  present  promises  of  future  merit  may 

be  fully  redeemed. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  committed  to 

the  management  and  tuition  of  Miss  Sarah  A.  Rouil- 
lard,  a  resident  of  the  district.  This  was  her  first 

attempt  at  teaching,  and  we  fear  that  some  parents 

witheld  their  co-operation  for  this  reason.  For  our 

part  we  believe  that  youth  and  inexperience  are 

neither  faults  nor  failures,  as  none  certainly  can  be  to 

blame  for  their  age,  nor,  with  any  degree  of  propriety, 

be  said  to  fail,  until  they  have  had  a  fair  opportunity 

to  try.  And  we  presume  it  may  be  said  of  the  most 

experienced  teachers,  that  they  taught  one  school 

without  any  previous  trial.  If  parents  were  aware 

how  much  a  kind  word  would  often  do  to  inspirit  a 

teacher,  and  how  indispensable  their  co-operation  is 

to  the  highest  good  of  a  school,  they  would  sometimes 

do  very  differently  from  what  they  do.    In  this  school 
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the  pupils  who  were  punctual  and  regular  in  their 

attendance,  and  who  yielded  ready  obedience  to  proper 

requirements,  made  excellent  progress.  The  school 

room  at  examination  was  beautifully  decorated,  and 

the  exercises  highly  creditable.  The  whole  school 

had  been  drilled  in  classifying  from  the  outline  maps, 

and  the  Reading  and  Parsing,  as  well  as  some  spirited 

Declamations  and  Recitations,  merit  particular  notice. 
Winter  Term.  Of  this  term  for  obvious  reasions  we 

shall  say  but  httle.  If  the  advancement  in  this,  and 

preceding  winter  terms  has  fallen  below  the  expecta- 

tions of  the  parents,  they  should  remember  that  such 

a  miserable,  dilapidated,  cold,  cheerless,  uncomfort- 
able and  lonely  old  school  house  is  not  the  place  to 

look  for  anything  remarkable.  The  pupils  one  day 

the  past  winter,  found  a  large  supply  of  shavings,  in 

consequence  of  one  of  their  number  falling  through 

a  defective  part  of  the  floor.  Occasionally  the  boys, 

out  of  school  hours,  amuse  themselves  by  jumping 

from  the  floor  and  touching  the  ceiling,  a  feat  that 

most  of  them  can  easily  accomplish.  There  is  no 

place  in  the  room,  when  there  is  a  fire  in  the  stove, 

where  a  large  class  can  stand  in  the  floor  to  recite, 

without  a  portion  of  its  members  being  exposed  to  an 

ordeal  from  which  we  all  hope  to  escape.  The  loca- 
tion of  the  stove  is  such  that  the  radiation  caloric  is 

very  unequally  distributed  ;  the  pupils  on  the  outside 

of  the  room,  receiving  less,  while  those  near  the  centre, 

get  more  than  their  proper  share.  Indeed  the  house 

may  be  comprehensively  described  as  almost  a  perfect 

model  of  what  a  school  house  ought  not  to  be.  How- 

ever, as  we  do  not  desire  to  seem  prejudiced,  we  will 

add  that  the  means  of  ventilation,  though  not  exactly 
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according  to  the  modern  plan,  are  very  ample  indeed. 

The  return  required  by  law,  to  be  made  by  the 

Assessors  of  each  town  to  the  School  Committee,  and 

by  them,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education, 

gives  the  number  of  children  in  Acton,  between  the 

ages  of  5  and  15  years,  as  886.  According  to  the 

registers  kept  by  the  teachers,  3 13  children  of  the  above 

ages,  inclusive,  were  members  (this  requires  two 

week's  attendance,)  of  the  several  schools  during  the 
Summer  term ;  in  Winter,  the  number  was  4  greater. 

By  this,  it  appears  that  nearly  one-fifth  part  of  the 
children  in  this  town,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15 

years,  did  not  attend  school  at  all,  or  not  long  enough 

to  become  members  of  the  school.  About  120  pupils, 

either  younger  than  5,  or  older  than  15,  have  belonged 

to  the  schools  some  part  of  the  year.  The  whole 

number  of  children  of  all  ages,  who  have  belonged  to 

the  schools  the  past  year,  is  433.  The  average 

attendance,  expressed  in  round  numbers,  for  the  year, 
has  been  317.  These  statistics  show  that  the  actual 

attendance  upon  our  schools,  is  only  about  two-thirds 
of  what  it  might,  and  should  be.  In  other  words  the 

schools  have  done  but  two-thirds  the  good,  possible  to 

be  done — but  two-thirds  the  good,  the  community  has 

a  right  to  expect,  and  which  every  proper  considera- 
tion demands.  Of  course,  some  allowance  is  to  be 

made  for  sickness  and  the  exigencies  of  circumstan- 

ces. But  making  all  proper  consideration  for  these 

cases,  enough  remains  to  justify  the  remark,  that 

owing  to  the  indifference  or  negligence  of  parents, 

more  than  one-fourth  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
this  town  for  the  support  of  schools,  is  annually  lost. 

And  what  is  of  far  greater  importance,  the  children  of 
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this  town  receive  but  three-fourths  of  the  benefit  from 

the  schools,  that  they  should.  And  it  is  useless  to 

disguise  the  fact,  that  in  nearly  all  the  six  districts  in 

town,  are  one  or  more  large  families  of  children,  who 

are,  from  non-attendance  at  school  and  irregularity, 

growing  up  with  hardly  an  apology  for  the  plainest  Com- 
mon School  Education.  In  at  least  two  of  the  districts, 

this  is  the  case  within  speaking  distance  of  the  school 

houses.  And  where  children  are  permitted  to  spend 

their  youth  in  idleness  or  roaming  the  streets,  it  re- 
quires no  spirit  of  prediction  to  foretell  the  end.  They 

may  be  considered  candidates  for  some  one  of  the 

various  classes  of  public  institutions. 

Now  the  public  schools  of  Massachusetts  are  not 

merely  a  privilege  which  the  citizens  of  the  state  enjoy. 

It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  parents,  to  improve  every 

opportunity  to  educate  their  children.  It  is  the  abso- 
lute right  of  every  child  born  in  this  land  of  Free 

Schools,  to  receive  as  good  an  education  as  is  possible 

in  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed.  The  op- 

portunity for  a  practical  and  judicious  education,  is  a 

priceless  legacy,  and  one  to  which  every  Massachu- 

setts born  child  has  a  title  clear.  And  lastly,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject,  we  cannot  avoid  feeling,  when 

we  examine  the  figures  of  our  school  returns,  when 
we  remember  the  instances  that  we  have  witnessed 

of  idle  and  truant  children  in  our  streets  or  in  places 

of  public  resort,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  trifling 

causes  that  are  thought  of  sufficient  importance,  to 

justify  the  absence  of  the  scholar  from  the  school,  and 

that  excuse  him  when  his  day's  instruction  is  but  half 
completed,  when  we  recall  the  cases  where  children 
have  been  removed  from  school  on  account  of  some 
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slight  disaffection — that  the  child's  richest  birthright 

has  been  denied  him,  and  that  the  parent's  most  im- 
portant duty  has  been  left  undone. 

Another  matter  to  which  we  would  advert  briefly, 

is  the  growing  practice  of  withdrawing  children  from 

school  for  reason  of  some  slight  dissatisfaction,  or 

misunderstanding  with  the  teacher,  or  disapproval  of 

the  management  of  the  school.  And  in  these  remarks 

we  would  be  understood  as  referring  to  no  particular 

school  or  persons.  Jn  most  instances  where  children 

are  withdrawn  from  school,  a  friendly  conference  with 

teacher  or  committee,  or  both,  would  remove  all  un- 

pleasant feehngs  and  be  much  more  advantageous 

than  any  hasty  course  of  action.  Teachers  are  fal- 
lible, and  of  course  liable  to  mistakes  ;  but  even  when 

the  teacher  is  palpably  in  fault,  we  seriously  question 

the  wisdom  of  parents,  in  the  removal  of  their  children 

from  school,  without  any  attempt  to  arrange  the  diffi- 

culty. In  all  future  cases  of  this  kind,  we  hope  that 

no  parent  will  take  a  child  from  school  without  an 

interview  with  the  teacher,  and  then,  clearly  under- 

standing both  sides  of  the  subject  at  variance,  will  first 

make  every  needful  effort  to  promote  the  harmony  of 

the  school,  and  to  give  each  child  a  full  opportunity, 

to  experience  all  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it. 

The  last  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  gives  a 

list  of  the  towns  in  the  Commonwealth,  showing  their 

comparative  liberality  by  the  amount  of  money  appro- 
priated by  each,  for  the  education  of  each  child  in  the 

town,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years.  Nahant 

heads  the  list,  expending  ̂ 20,00  for  the  schooling  of 

each  pupil.  The  scale  descends  gradually  to  New 

Ashford,  which  gives  the  munificent  sum  of  $1,50  to 
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each  scholar.  Acton  stands  in  the  last  half  of  the 

table,  185  towns  and  cities  voting  more,  while  only  146 

appropriate  less.  In  1856-7,  Acton  stood  in  the  one 
hundred  and  seventeenth  place,  thus  falhng  15  places 

in  a  single  year.  In  '55-6,  we  held  the  one  hundred 
and  eighth  place.  Other  towns  are  increasing 

their  appropriations,  and  if  ours  remains  stationary 

we  shall  soon  be  very  low  upon  the  list.  If  the  town 

should  see  fit  to  increase  the  sum  by  ̂ 200,00,  we 

could  have  three  terms  of  twelve  weeks,  in  each  dis- 

trict. In  view  of  these  facts,  we  respectfully  request 

the  town  to  appropriate  ̂ 1700,00  the  coming  year 

for  the  support  of  schools,  remembering  that  no  money 

is  so  well  expended,  as  that  which  is  made  to  tell  upon 

the  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of  your 
children. 

Before  closing  this  hastily  written  report,  we  can- 

not refrain  from  reminding  those  who,  in  the  Provi- 

dence of  God,  sustain  the  parental  relation,  that  not 

all  the  education  that  fits  one  for  the  practical  duties 

of  life  is  obtained  in  the  school  room.  The  great 

business  of  directing  and  training  the  moral  and  men- 

tal powers  of  children,  and  forming  the  habits  which 

are  to  govern  them  through  life,  is  not  the  work  of 

an  hour  or  a  day.  Character  is  formed  as  the  boy 

said  houses  were  built,  "only  one  brick  at  a  time."  And 
as  you  value  the  future  happiness  of  your  children,  as 

you  wish  to  see  them  grow  up  to  be  useful  and  re- 
spectable men  and  women,  as  you  desire  their  support 

and  sympathy  in  your  declining  years,  early  instill  in 

their  minds  principles  of  truthfulness  and  integrity, 

and  above  all,  give  them  habits  of  industry, — teach 
them  to  love  work.    The  path  of  idleness  is  the  path 



17 

to  ruin.  Who  of  us  can  see  children  reared  in  habits 

of  sloth  and  indolence,  without  feeling  that  for  every 

child  so  reared,  there  is  one  ruined  one  the  more. 

A  distinguished  and  successful  Boston  merchant 

recently  remarked,  that  "  the  young  man  who  was 
trained  in  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  had  the 

Philosopher's  stone,  and  it  was  his  own  iault  if  he 

lost  it." 

The  law  recently  enacted,  to  take  effect  from  the 

fir-t  of  July  of  the  present  year,  making  it  the  duty  of 

the  Superintending  Committee  to  select  and  contract 

with  the  teachers,  throws  upon  us  weighty  responsi- 

bilities, in  the  performance  of  this  sometimes  diffi- 

cult, and  delicate  duty,  we  ask  the  generous  co-oper- 
ation of  tlie  citizens,  and  invite  a  free  expression  of 

their  opinions  concerning  the  necessities  of  the  several 

districts,  and  also  their  preferences  as  regards  the 
selection  of  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  we  earnestly  hope  that  the  people  of 

this  town  may  ever  strive  to  elevate  the  standard  of 

moral  and  mental  culture,  not  only  in  their  schools, 

but  in  the  whole  community  ;  that  they  may  fully  ap- 

preciate the  importance  ol"  the  subject,  not  only  as concerns  the  individual,  but  the  common  welfare  of  all. 

LUTHER  CONANT,  Jr.,  ) 

A D E L B E RT  M E AD,        }  Committee. 
JOHN  M.  MILES,  ) 

3 



statistical  Table  for  1858-9. 

District. Names  op 
TEACHERS 

jho
la 

age
. 

be 

CJ 

>olin 

(O V 
cc 

Si 0 0 
o o 
r1 u 

<u 

I3 

ou
nt
  of 
 
Wa
g 

cc 

c« 

0 
6 

0 

'*t 

0 
6 
>^ to 

a u 

ov
er
  15 

 y
rs.

 

un
de
r 
 

5  
yrs

. 

.ength  
of  

Sc; 

Mouths. Am
 Av
e 6 

y< 
6 
J< 

jfn  00 
$48  00 

3S 
34 0 0 3 

20  00 35  00 

*e6 

*59  2-3 1 6 
1  3-4 12  00 36  00 

38 
34 0 7 3 

18  00 81  00 

54 
3S  1-4 

0 0 

4  1-2 
10  00 27  501  3) 

27 
0 8 

3  3-4 
18  00 72  00 47 41 0 0 4 
14  00 5f?  00 

45 

S^ 

0 5 4 
15  no 60  00 29 

13  1-5 
2 2 4 

18  00 72  00 37 29 4 4 
18  00 

85  50 
34 

29  1-4 
? 2 

4  3-4 

!  S 

Centre, 

West, 

South, 
North, 
East, 
South  East, 

Centre, 
West. 
South, 
Noith, 
Ktist. 
South  East, 

Centre, 
West, 
South, 

Summer. 
Martha  C.  Harris, 

S.  Augusta  Do'e, 1  Mary  .1.  Han  is. 
j  Ann  M.  Stockwell. 
j  Charlotte  C.  Fau'kner, )  Caro'ine  E.  Lothrop, Sarah  A  Koiiillaid, 
Celeste  J.  Hobhins, 
S.  Augusta  Davis, 

Total, 

WlXTEK. 
Charles  Litt'e. Euirene  L.  Norton, 
True  J.  IVrry. 
Luther  Coiiant,  Jr., 
Eben  H  Diu  i.?, 
Oliver  WetherLee, 

Total, 

Winter  rniMAUY. 
Martha  C.  Harris, 
M.  Ji-nnic  Harris, 
C.  C.  Faulkner, 

Total, 

S159  00J?573  00  358  291  7-10  ,  4      34  33  3-4 

$41  00  Sn2  75 
45  00,  157  50 42  00 1  115  50 
39  00 ;  137  00 3^  00    120  33 

68 45 

44 1 
43 
401 

44  OOl    130  00  4j! 

47 

37 37 

37 

31  1-2 

2  3-1 
3  1-2 I  2  3-4 

!  3  1-2 
2-3    9  0 

15 
19 

70 

26 

12 

60 

20 
20 

25 

20  1 

18 

$249  00,  $773  08,  2761  230  1-3  93  1  0    18  2-3 

$12  00  33  00,  45i 
18  00  63  00  3^: 
18  00     49  50  51 

37  1-2 
33  1-2; 
41 

2  3-t    !  31  i  15 
3  1-2  i  82  42 2  3-1   1  as  9 

$48  00  $145  50  135'  112 0  1 

*  Not  included  in  amount,  being  a  second  term. 
raid  Male  Teachers,  $773.08;  to  Female  Teachers.  $71^.50.  Average  wages  per  month,  of  Ms 

Teachers,  $11.5);  average  do  of  Female  re.ichcrs.  *15.92.  Months  taught  by  Male  IViiclieis. 
2  3;  do.  by  Female  reachers.  45  3-4  (i'vatest  number  ot  Sclio  ars  attending  School  iii  Wint. 
411;  do.  in  Sum  nt-r.  3')8.  Average  in  Winter.  312  1-6;  do.  in  .Summer.  287  1-2.  I.'atio  of  iOtci- ance  for  the  year  to  the  whoie  iiumber  of  children  in  town  between  the  ages  of  5  and  16,  fcN 
pressed  in  decimals,  81.  6  10. 

As  some  of  the  Registers  for  the  past  year  have  beon  very  hard  to  find,  and  were  incompk 
when  found,  we  quote,  for  the  benefit  of  Teachers,  fiom  the  "enactments  ol  1849,  ;is  loilow  .': 

"  No  School  Teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  payment  for  his  or  her  services,  until  the  lUi' ter  of  his  or  her  iichoo\— properly  fillf/  vp  anrt  romplned.  .shall  Le  deposited  with  the  iSchoul  Co: 
mittee,  or  with  such  person  as  they  may  designate  to  receive  it." 
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REPORT. 

In  presenting  their  Annual  Report,  in  accordance 

with  the  requisitions  of  law,  your  Committee  would 

remind  the  town  that  some  important,  and,  as  they 

believe,  some  beneficial  changes  in  the  school  system, 

have  taken  place  during  the  past  year. 

The  established  custom,  in  this  and  many  other 

towns,  has  been  to  commence  the  Summer  Term,  in 

each  year,  upon  the  first  or  second  Monday  of  the 

month  of  May,  the  schools  to  continue  from  twelve 

to  sixteen  weeks.  Under  this  system^  all  the  schools 

were  in  session  when  the  blazing  heat  and  sultry 

atmosphere  of  midsummer  made  continuous  mental 

exertion  almost  an  impossibility ;  also,  great  loss  was 

suffered  from  irregularity  of  attendance  and  absen- 

teeism on  account  of  the  inducements  for  pecuniary 

gain  offered  during  the  berry  season.  This  is  not  an 

unimportant  matter  to  the  people  of  this  town ;  for 

the  statement  has  been  made,  on  good  authority,  that 

the  amount  paid  in  a  common  sea&on,  to  the  children 

and  others  engaged  in  this  pursuit,  exceeds  twice 

the  wdiole  sum  expended  for  the  annual  support  of 
schools. 

With  the  present  appropriation  we  are  enabled  to 

have  annually,  in  each  district,  three  terms  of  school, 
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commencing  the  second  weeks  of  April  and  August, 

and  the  first  week  in  December,  of  each  year,  thereby 

'  having  the  schools  in  session  during  the  most  desira- 
ble seasons  for  study,  and  the  occurrence  of  the  vaca- 

tions at  the  times  most  convenient  for  the  parents 

and  scholars.  We  think  this  experiment  fully  suc- 

cessful, and  hope  that  the  arrangement  may  be 

permanent. 

The  need  of  some  uniform  and  systematic  series  of 

text-books  to  be  exclusively  used  in  the  schools,  has 

long  been  felt,  and  we  thought  it  incumbent  upon  us, 

at  least  in  part,  to  supply  this  necessity.  By  a  law 

enacted  by  the  Legislature,  in  1859,  no  change  can 

be  made  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Com- 

mittee, and  all  changes  thus  made  must  be  at  the 

expense  of  the  town. 

Before  the  beginning  of  the  Winter  Term,  after  a 

careful  examination  of  the  different  series  of  reading 

books  in  common  use,  we  concluded  to  adopt  Town's 
Progressive  Readers,  and  where  a  change  seemed 

desirable,  the  Speller,  by  the  same  author.  We  were 

also  fortunate  in  obtaining  Cornell's  Geographies 

and  Tower's  Grammars,  in  exchange  for  the  old 
books  in  use,  and  without  expense  to  the  town  or 

pupil.  The  Readers  were  obtained  at  half  the  retail 

price,  as  were  a  supply  of  Grammars  and  Geogra- 
phies for  the  use  of  those  pupils  who  had  no  old 

books  to  exchange. 

We  would  earnestly  recommend  that  a  change  be 

made,  before  the  commencement  of  the  Summer 

Term,  in  the  Arithmetic  in  use  (Adams'),  as  in  some 
of  the  schools  two  or  three  books,  by  different  authors, 

are  used  by  those  who  might  and  should  belong  to 
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the  same  class,  and  thereby  save  much  valuable 
time. 

A  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Committee,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  removal  from  town  and  consequent 

resii^nation  of  Mr.  Calvin  P.  Harris,  the  Selectmen 

and  remaining  members  of  the  Committee,  under  the 

authority  of  the  Statute  of  1857,  filled  the  place  by 

the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Miles. 

With  these  preliminaries,  we  proceed  to  state  such 

facts  and  opinions,  in  relation  to  the  several  schools, 

as  may  aid  in  arriving  at  just  conclusions  in  regard 

to  their  character  and  standing. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

The  Intermediate  Department  for  the  Summer  Term 

was  placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Martha  C.  Harris,  of 

this  town,  —  this  being  her  fourth  term  in  the  district. 

We  were  always  pleased,  when  visiting  this  school, 

with  the  excellent  order  and  system  that  appeared 

to  prevail ;  and  also  with  the  respectful  and  affec- 

tionate bearing  of  the  scholars  tow^ard  the  teacher. 
At  the  close,  good  order,  pleasant  singing,  and  the 

customary  exercises  of  declamations,  dialogues,  and 

recitations,  were  displayed.  The  scholars  seemed  to 

suffer,  in  some  degree,  from  embarrassment,  as  the 

questions  asked  were  not  answered  with  the  prompt- 

ness expected.  Had  the  scholars  spoken  in  a  louder 

tone,  the  exercises  would  have  given  better  satisfac- 
tion to  all. 

The  Primary  Department,  for  the  same  term,  was 

taught  by  Miss  Nellie  E.  Cowdrey,  of  this  town  and 

district.  A  few  years  since,  it  was  the  commonly  re- 

ceived opinion,  that  any  one  wdth  even  very  limited 
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intellectual  qualifications,  was  competent  to  assume 

the  management  of  a  primary  school.  Recently, 

distinguished  educators  have  called  public  attention 

to  the  importance  of  this  grade  of  schools ;  and,  at 

the  present  time,  the  highest  qualifications,  as  regards 

tact,  management,  and  aptness  to  teach,  are  desired 

and'  expected  in  applicants  for  this  important  work. 
The  safety  and  magnitude  of  the  superstructure  de- 

pend, in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  thoroughness  and 

accuracy  of  the  base.  The  teacher  of  this  school 

was  amply  qualified,  labored  faithfully,  and  met  with 

good  success  in  the  advancement  of  her  pupils.  The 

reading  was  effective,  and  given  with  less  of  the 

drawling,  sing-song  tone,  than  we  usually  hear  from 

young  children.  The  examination  was  well  attended, 

and  the  exercises  satisfactory. 

Fall  Term.  —  The  former  teacher  resigning,  the 

Upper  Department  was  placed  in  care  of  Miss  S.  S. 

Harris,  of  this  town,  who,  though  quite  young,  had 

taught  a  successful  term  of  school  in  an  adjoining 

town,  in  the  summer  season.  This  teacher,  by  assid- 

uous effort  and  natural  kindness  of  heart,  quickly 

w^on  the  respect  of  her  pupils,  and  thus  secured  good 
order  throughout  the  term.  This  was  a  pleasant  and 

profitable  school ;  and  the  examination  showed  good 

advancement  in  the  studies  pursued,  and  thorough 

drilling  in  the  elementary  principles. 

The  Primary  Department,  for  this  term,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  Miss  Ellen  F.  Stearns.  This  is 

a  large  school  of  small  scholars,  and  one  that  requires 

firm  government,  and  no  small  amount  of  tact  in  its 

management.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  some  of 'its 
attendants  are  members  of  a  different  kind  of  school 



7 

—  the  street  school  —  and  the  two  never  work  har- 

moniously together.  We  cheerfully  give  Miss  S.  the 

credit  of  being  devoted  and  faithful,  and  think  that, 

with  years  and  experience,  she  may  become  an  ac- 
complished teacher. 

Most  of  the  pupils  being  quite  young,  and,  as  some 

of  the  parents  in  the  district  desired  a  longer  Winter 

Term  for  the  older  scholars,  we  concluded  to  abridge 

this  term  five  weeks,  and  to  expend  the  money  upon 

the  Grammar  School,  in  the  Winter  Term.  A  few  of 

the  parents  felt  aggrieved,  however,  and  we  reluct- 

antly re-opened  the  school.  The  district  were  fortu- 
nate in  obtaining  the  services  of  Miss  Sarah  F.  Davis, 

of  Williamstown,  N.  Y.,  an  experienced  teacher,  and 

one  that  possesses  the  governing  faculty  to  a  very 

desirable  degree.  The  pupils  quickly  became  aware 

of  this  fact,  and  the  school  went  smoothly  forward  to 

a  happy  and  prosperous  conclusion. 

Winter  Term.  —  The  Grammar  School,  for  this  term, 

was  taught  by  Mr.  Daniel  W.  Hardy,  of  Maine. 

Like  the  Lower  Department  in  this  district,  a  firm  and 

almost  rigid  discipline  is  required  to  ensure  success. 

This  school  was  very  large  —  sixty-two  names  being 

on  the  register.  Some  of  its  members  (and  these  re- 

marks apply  to  other  districts),  are  permitted  to  spend 

nearly  every  evening  at  places  of  public  resort,  or  in 

the  streets ;  and  the  influence  of  these  practices  can- 

not be  of  an  advantageous  character.  When  all 

parents  can  perceive  the  necessity  and  importance  of 

a  strict  parental  supervision  over  the  leisure  hours  of 

their  children,  and  the  company  in  which  those  hours 

are  spent,  the  management  of  our  schools  will  be 
less  laborious  and  difiicult  than  it  now  is.    When  a 
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teacher  feels  that  he  is  tcfiling  almost  alone  in  a  large 

and  backward  school,  is  it  surprising  that  his  energies 

are  cramped,  and  his  entfjiusiasm  chilled,  at  the  con- 
templation of  the  almost  Herculean  task  before  him? 

Mr.  Hardy's  patient  and  persevering  efforts  to  main- 
tain order,  and  to  incite  increased  interest,  were  in  a 

good  measure  successful;  and  the  close  of  the  school 

showed  considerable  advancement  on  the  part  of  the 

scholars  present,  and  a  good  prospect  for  the  future 
of  the  school. 

Primary  Department.  —  The  success  of  Miss  Davis, 
in  the  Fall  Term^  awakened  a  new  interest,  and  the 

parents  were  unanimous  in  desiring  her  further  con- 

tinuance in  the  school.  Tact,  energy,  and  enthusi- 
asm, when  combined  in  the  same  person,  rarely  fail 

of  reaching  the  highest  point  of  success  in  school  dis- 

cipline and  management.  Beside  the  studies  ordin- 

arily pursued,  the  pupils  in  this  school  were  taught 

many  facts  of  practical  value. 

At  the  close,  a  good  number  of  interested  parents 

and  visitors  were  present  to  enjoy  the  singing,  dec- 
lamations, and  recitations,  a  noticeable  feature  of  the 

latter  being  a  review  of  a  class  in  Mental  Arithmetic, 

of  twenty-one  scholars. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

The  Upper  Department,  for  the  Sui^nmer  Term,  was 

placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Mary  J.  Harris,  of  this  town, 

this  being  her  sixth  successive  term  in  the  district. 

After  this  statement,  a  description  of  the  school  seems 

almost  superfluous.  This  teacher  seems  to  have  the 

ability  to  win  the  affections  of  the  scholars  under  her 
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care,  without  diminishing  their  respect  for  her  as 

their  teacher.  The  examination  was  well  attended, 

and  in  our  opinion  equalled  and  perhaps  surpassed, 

any  former  one,  while  the  school  has  been  under  her 

tuition.  We  would  mention  particularly  a  large  class 

in  Colburn's  Arithmetic,  that  displayed  unusual  pro- 
ficiency, not  only  in  the  solution  of  the  problems 

selected  by  the  Committee,  but  in  the  explanation  of 

the  principles  involved.  Some  of  the  classes  in  read- 

ing, throughout  the  term,  had  practised  the  exercise 

of  spelling  and  defining  words  not  previously  selected 

from  the  reading  lesson  for  the  day — an  excellent 

plan,  and  one  that  is  calculated  to  prepare  the  pupils 

to  make  a  practical  use  of  their  attainments. 

The  Lower  Department  for  the  Summer,  the  Inter- 

mediate for  the  Fall,  and  the  Primary  for  the  Winter 

Terms,  w^ere  under  the  tuition  of  Miss  Ann  M.  Stock- 
well,  a  resident  of  the  district.  This  teacher  is  inter- 

ested in  her  vocation,  energetic,  and  has  labored  with 

a  good  degree  of  acceptability.  In  fiict,  these  qual- 

ities, on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  combined  with  the 

cordial  co-operation  and  active  assistance  on  the  side 
of  the  parent,  will  rarely  fail  to  make  a  school  useful 

and  prosperous.  Yet  we  would  not  be  understood 

as  advising  parents  to  interfere  with  the  government 

and  regulations  of  the  school,  though  occasional  visits 

to  the  school-room  would  certainly  tend  to  stimulate 

the  interest  of  the  children.  There  are  a  great  vari- 

ety of  ways  by  which  the  child  can  be  made  to  feel 

the  interest  of  its  parents  in  the  school.  If  children 

never  hear  the  teacher  or  school  mentioned  at  home, 

or  if  named  only  to  be  disparaged,  they  will  soon 

arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  subject  of  education 
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does  not  press  very  heavily  on  the  attention  of  their 

elders.  If  a  few  moments  of  time  were  spent,  every 

evening,  in  each  family,  in  learning  the  subject  of  the 

day's  lesson,  and  the  child's  success  in  mastering  the 
rules  and  principles  therein  applied,  a  new  impulse 

would  be  at  once  imparted,  especially  to  the  younger 

pupils.  And  parents  would  be  far  better  qualified  to 

judge  as  regards  the  thoroughness  and  success  of  the 

teacher.  These  remarks  are  expected  to  admit  of  gen- 
eral application. 

The  examinations  were  well  attended,  as  is  usually 

the  fact  in  this  district,  and  gave  good  satisfaction  to 
visitors  and  Committee. 

The  Primary  School,  for  the  Fall  Term,  w^as  taught 
by  Miss  Clara  Hapgood,  of  this  town  and  district. 

Whatever  may  be  the  mental  qualification  of  an  in- 

experienced applicant  for  the  situation  of  teacher,  we 

always  feel  that  the  ultimate  success  reached  will 

chiefly  depend  upon  the  amount  of  that  indescribable, 

but  all-essential  quality  known  as  tact,  in  the  control 

of  the  school  and  the  administration  of  its  afliiirs,  ex- 

ercised by  the  teacher.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  this 

teacher  possesses  this  and  other  qualifications ;  and 
that  all  the  exercises  at  the  final  examination  were 

creditable;  particularly  the  full,  clear  tone  in 

which  the  answers  were  given,  merits  especial 
commendation. 

The  Winter  Term  w^as  taught  by  Mr.  Philo  Ilersey, 

of  Maine,  at  present  a  student  at  Tuft's  College.  The 
district  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of 

Mr.  Hersey  to  take  charge  of  the  school.  The  pupils 

and  parents  were  not  long  in  discovering  the  advan- 

tages that  they  enjoyed  in  a  teacher  of  ample  quali- 
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fications  and  cultivated  tastes,  and  joined  heartil}^  in 

improving  them.  From  these  circumstances,  your 

Committee  were  prepared  to  anticipate  the  happiest 

results ;  nor  were  their  expectations  disappointed. 

Regularity  and  good  order  prevailed  throughout  the 

term.  The  examination  was  witnessed  by  an  unpre- 

cedented number  of  visitors,  (one  hundred  and  fifty,) 

and  the  exercises  were  of  a  character  to  give  full 

satisfaction'. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL, 

Intermediate  Department,  Summer  Term.  For  the 

seventh  time.  Miss  C.  C.  Faulkner  took  charge  of  this 
school.  And  this  statement  is  sufficient  to  fornl  a 

correct  opinion  of  her  labors ;  for  a  teacher  who  can 

command  the  support  of  the  parents,  retain  the  re- 

spect of  the  pupils,  and  also^aim  at  and  reach  a  con- 

stantly elevating  standard  of  improvement,  for  seven 

successive  terms,  can  well  afford  to  be  indifferent  to 

either  praise  or  censure.  The  uniform  good  success 

which  this  teacher  had  enjoyed,  and  her  known  en- 

ergy and  abiUty  in  school-management,  made  success 
certain.  Her  manner  of  teaching  has  been  thoroughly 

systematic  and  practical.  Under  such  instruction 

and  discipline,  a  school  could  not  fail  to  make  rapid 

progress  in  every  department,  and  in  all  respects ; 

and  we  are  confident  that  it  ranks  at  least  equal  to 

any  other  of  the  same  grade  in  town.  The  examination 

was  well  attended  and  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  Primary  Division  was  taught  by  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Shattuck  of  this  district.  Miss  S.  had  the  advan- 

tage of  a  former  successful  trial,  and  fully  sustained 
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the  reputation  then  gained.  Nearly  all  the  pupils  of 

the  Upper  Department  were  present  at  the  examina- 

tion of  this  school,  making  the  number  of  eighty  chil- 
dren in  one  room.  The  attention  of  the  visitors,  and 

the  promptness  and  orderly  behavior  of  the  scholars, 
were  alike  creditable  to  both. 

The  Intermediate  Department,  for  the  Fall  Term, 

was  also  taught  by  Miss  Shattuck.  It  is  no  desirable 

situation  to  take  the  place  long  occupied  by  a  popu- 
lar teacher.  The  scholars  are  liable  to  compare  her 

methods  of  instruction  and  manner  of  intercourse 

with  those  of  her  predecessor,  and  the  comparison  is 

almost  sure  to  be  unfavorable  to  the  new-comer.  We 

have  no  doubt  that  the  teacher  made  diligent  exer- 
tions to  interest  the  scholars,  and  to  maintain  order  in 

the  school.  She  met  with  some  difficulty  on  account 

of  the  disposition  of  a  few  of  the  bovs  to  absent  them- 
selves from  school  without  the  consent  of  either 

parent  or  teacher.  We  hope  these  lads  may  see  their 

danger,  and  avoid  a  repetition  of  such  disreputable 

and  dangerous  conduct. 

The  Primary  Department  was  taught  by  Miss  Ellen 

J.  Fletcher,  of  the  South-East  district.  This  teacher 

is  quite  young,  and  came  to  this  school  with  but  little 

previous  acquaintance  with  the  practical  part  of  a 

teacher's  duties.  She  labored  assiduously  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  youthful  pupils  committed  to  her  charge. 

The  closing  exercises  were  satisfactory,  and  we  doubt 

not  that,  with  maturer  judgment,  and  further  experi- 
ence. Miss  Fletcher  will  become  highly  useful  as  a 

teacher  of  youth. 

The  Grammar  Department,  for  the  Winter  Term, 

was  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  J.  Bisbee,  of  Maine,  now 
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pursuing  a  course  of  study  at  Tuft's  College,  at  Som- 
erville.  Mr.  B.  came  well  recommended,  and  we  were 

confident  that  a  competent  teacher  had  been  engaged. 

At  our  first  visit,  the  school  appeared  well.  Soon 

after,  one  of  the  Committee,  ascertaining  that  the 

Bible  was  not  read  in  the  school,  requested  the 
teacher  to  commence  the  exercises  of  the  school  each 

day,  by  requiring  all  scholars  of  suitable  age  to  read, 
as  usual.  The  teacher  was  also  informed  that  this 

was  required  by  the  Statutes,  and  that  the  omission 

gave  general  dissatisfaction.  Finding,  after  the  lapse 

of  a  few  days,  that  the  request  was  not  complied 

with,  the  direction  was  repeated.  The  teacher  refus- 
ing to  obey,  we  felt  that  we  had  no  alternative  but 

to  dissolve  his  connection  with  the  school.  Finally, 

after  his  dismissal  was  decided  upon,  the  teacher  con- 

cluded to  yield,  and  promised  to  obey  the  direction 

the  following  day ;  but,  instead  of  following  the  usual 

custom,  the  teacher  read  from  the  Bible  himself,  and 

the  scholars  repeated  w^hat  he  had  read,  without  their 
books.  The  Committee,  considering  this  an  evasion, 
voted  his  immediate  removal.  The  school  had  been 

in  session  five  weeks. 

After  consulting  a  number  of  the  parents  in  the 

district,  we  decided  to  procure  the  services  of  the 

teacher  in  the  other  division,  —  Miss  C.  C.  Faulkner, 

—  who,  not  without  hesitation,  and  much  urging,  ac- 

cepted the  trying  situation.  The  choice  proved  to  be 

the  best  that  could  have  been  made  ;  and  the  school 

went  smoothly  forward  to  a  profitable  termination, 

thus  placing  the  district  under  renewed  obligations 
to  the  teacher. 

The  position  vacated  as  above,  by  the  teacher  of 
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the  Primary  Department,  was  offered  to  a  former  oc- 

cupant,—  Miss  Caroline  E.  Lothrop  —  who,  without 
delay,  assumed  the  school,  and  conducted  it  through 

the  winter  in  an  energetic  and  satisfactory  manner. 

The  examinations  of  both  schools  were  well  attended, 

and  not  only  received,  but  deserved,  the  hearty  ap- 

proval of  all  present. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

The  Summer  and  Fall  Terms  were  taught  by  Miss 

S.  Augusta  Davis,  of  this  town  and  district.  This 
teacher  assumed  the  control  of  the  school  in  the 

South-East  District,  some  three  years  since,  and  we 

shall  not  be  accused  of  exaggeration  in  saying  that, 

while  under  her  care,  its  condition  was  greatly  im- 

proved. 
The  Summer  Terms,  in  the  East  District,  had  for  the 

five  previous  years  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  the 

continuous  instruction  of  a  successful  and  accom- 

plished teacher ;  and,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
the  result  was  an  advanced  and  desirable  school.  The 

teacher,  the  past  year,  has  labored  faithfully  and  de- 

votedly, has  received  the  active  co-operation  and 

sympathy  of  the  parents,  and,  it  is  almost  superfluous 

to  add,  that  the  school  has  made  good  progress  under 
her  care.  The  examinations  of  both  terms  were  well 

attended  by  the  mothers ;  —  in  this  district,  so  far  as 

schools  are  concerned,  the  term  "better  half"  may 
be  taken  in  its  literal  signification,  —  and  the  usual 
exercises  of  declamation,  recitation,  and  singing,  were 

so  combined  as  to  render  the  occasion  enjoyable  to 
all  concerned. 
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Mr.  Eben  H.  Davis  commenced  the  Winter  Term 

under  favorable  prospects  for  the  school,  having  al- 
ready secured  the  confidence  of  the  district  by  his 

connection  with  the  school  the  former  winter.  Hav- 

ing then  become  acquainted  with  the  temperament 

and  capacity  of  each  scholar,  he  was  fully  prepared 

to  proceed  at  once  to  the  w^ork  of  the  term.  We  have 

seen  few  schools  where  greater  or  even  equal  har- 

mony of  purpose  and  feeling  existed  between  teacher 

and  taught  than  there  did  in  the  East  School  for  the 

Winter  Term.  This  school  excels  in  Reading ;  and 

the  clear,  confident  tone  heard,  especially  from  the 

classes  throughout  the  afternoon  of  examination, 

added  much  to  the  effect,  and  elicited  hearty  com- 

mendation. We  mention  this  not  only  as  one  of  the 

most  promising  features  of  the  school,  but  as  an  ex- 

ample well  worthy  the  attention  of  other  schools, 

some  of  which  may  profit  by  it. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Emily  L. 

Whitney,  of  Harvard.  This  was  her  first  attempt  at 

teaching ;  and,  as  with  all  beginners,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  daily  routine  of  school  duties  contains 

much  that  is  novel  and  new.  Miss  W.  was  interested 

in  her  school,  and  exerted  herself  to  awaken  a  corre- 

sponding feeling  in  her  pupils.  The  exercises  at  the 

close  showed  fair  improvement  in  the  studies  pursued. 
The  Fall  Term  was  committed  to  the  care  and 

tuition  of  Miss  Lucy  A.  Goodrich,  of  Lunenburg,  a 

teacher  of  experience,  and  one  who  had  enjoyed  the 

advantages  of  a  course  of  study  at  one  of  the  State 
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Normal  Schools.  In  these  schools,  the  business  of 

teaching  is  made  a  study,  and  particular  attention  is 

given  to  the  elemental  principles  that  underlie  and 

form  the  basis  of  language  and  the  mathematics. 

And  we  cannot  avoid  saying,  that  we  fear  too  many 

of  our  teachers  are  content  to  plod  along  in  the  same 

old,  beaten  track,  forgetting  that  in  nothing  at  the 

present  time  is  improvement  so  constant  and  rapid  as 

in  the  methods  of  imparting  knowledge  to  and  ex- 

panding the  minds  of  the  young.  Too  many  teachers 

have  no  regular  system  in  presenting  to  the  attention 

of  the  scholar  the  dependence  and  connection  of  the 

several  successive  steps  in  any  of  the  branches  of  study. 

The  teacher  in  this  school  made  diligent  efforts  to 

improve  its  condition  and  interest  the  pupils  in  the 

studies  pursued.  A  particular  feature,  worthy  of 

imitation,  was  an  exercise  in  drawing  maps  on  charts 

prepared  for  the  purpose.  Some  of  these  maps  were 

not  only  accurately  drawn,  but  preserved  with 
neatness  and  care. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Oliver  Wether- 

bee,  of  Boxboro'.  The  teacher  and  scholars  were  not 
strangers  at  its  commencement,  and  therefore  could 

organize  and  proceed  to  their  labors  without  delay. 

This  school,  when  visited  by  the  Committee,  has 

presented  a  studious  and  orderly  appearance,  and  at 

examination  gave  evidence  of  respectable  progress. 

Some  compositions  were  read  at  the  close  of  the 

school  that  were  creditable  to  the  youthful  authors. 

If  all  our  schools  were  to  imitate  this  feature,  we 

believe  much  good  would  result.  Such  as  desire  to 

wield  the  pen  with  facility  and  ease  cannot  begin 

too  early  to  write  their  thoughts. 
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NORTH  SCHOOL. 

The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara 

Wetherbee  of  this  town.  Although  this  teacher 

entered  upon  the  duties  of  her  situation  with  little 

practical  experience,  she  fairly  earned  the  reputation 

of  being  one  of  our  most  earnest,  energetic,  and  ac- 
ceptable instructors  of  youth.  Her  government  was 

judicious,  and  her  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  her 

scholars  faithful  and  unremitting.  The  closing  exer- 

cises elicited  warm  encomiums  from  a  goodly  number 

of  interested  visitors.  One  little  girl,  of  the  age  of 

eight  years,  performed  the  unusual  mental  feat  of  re- 

citing the  multiplication  table  up  to  twenty  times 

twenty. 

The  Fall  Term  was  instructed  by  the  teacher  of  the 

former  year, —  Miss  Sarah  A.  Rouillard.  This  term 

of  the  school  was  very  brief,  its  commencement  being 

delayed  by  the  occurrence  of  a  fatal  case  of  a  con- 

tagious disease,  near  the  school-room.  This  teacher 

had  some  difficulties  to  encounter,  such  as  many  ex- 
perience who  teach  in  their  own  district.  All  that 

could  be  effected  by  kindness  of  manner,  by  patience 

and  perseverance  in  her  work,  and  by  the  introduc- 

tion of  pleasing  and  novel  methods  of  instruction, 

she  attempted,  and,  to  a  very  commendable  degree, 

accomplished.  And  your  Committee  deem  it  an  act 

of  simple  justice  to  one  whose  success  in  this  and 

other  places,  (being  now  engaged  to  teach  a  fourth 

consecutive  term  in  an  adjoining  town ),  certainly 
entitles  her  to  the  reputation  of  a  good  teacher,  to 

sa}^  that,  upon  personal  examination,  they  have  found 
2 
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-  no  such  deficiency  in  intellectual  qualification,  or 

judgment  in  practical  management,  as  would  justify 

them  in  withholding  their  approbation.  The  average 

attendance  during  the  term  was  good,  —  half  of  the 
scholars  not  being  absent  during  the  term. 

The  teacher  for  the  Winter  Term,  in  this  district, 

takes  this  opportunity  to  express  his  gratitude  to  the 

parents  and  others,  for  their  generous  cooperation, 

and  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  him  during 

the  past  five  years.  He  would  offer  his  sincere  thanks 

to  the  scholars  for  their  uniform  kindness,  for  their 

respectful  behavior,  and  for  their  zeal  and  interest  in 

study.  And  he  feels  that  he  can  truthfully  say, 
that  he  leaves  the  school  with  the  warmest  wishes 

for  the  moral  advancement  and  worldly  prosperity 

of  each  and  every  scholar  who  has  attended  it,  while 
under  his  care. 

SCHOOL  EXPENDITURES  FOR  18-59-60. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  by  the  Town, 

for  the  schools,  the  .past  year,  was  seventeen  hundred 

dollars  ($1700  00).  The  amount  received  from  the 

State  Fund  was  eighty-one  dollars  and  six  cents 

(81  06).  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  and  the  State  Fund 

were  to  be  divided  as  before ;  that  is,  giving  one  hun- 
dred dollars  more  to  the  large  District  than  to  the 

others.  The  division  of  the  other  two  hundred  was 

left  discretionary  with  the  School  Committee.  We 

endeavored  to  make  this  division  in  a  manner  to  give 

each  District  an  equal  length  of  school,  as  nearly  as 

possible.  The  amount  paid  to  each  teacher  may  be 
found  in  the  statistical  table. 
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CENTRE  DISTllICT. 

Their  Aviire  of  appropriation  was 

Balance  due  from  last  year, 

Paid  teachers,  $339  75 

"    J.  Atwood,  for  wood,  23  00 

"    building  fires,  3  00 

"  pail,  dipper,  brooms,  and  lights,  91 

"    Town  of  Littleton,  for  tuition  of 
one  scholar,  2  50 

Balance  due  the  District,  March 

31st,  1860,  1  67 

WEST  DISTRICT. 

Their  share  of  appropriation, 

Balance  due  from  last  year, 

Paid  to  teachers,  $328  00 

"  to  J.  Reed,  for  wood,  27  58 

"    for  building  fires,  and  care  of 
room,  6  00 

"    H.  Rowell,  for  brooms,  dip- 
per, and  pails,  2  55 

"    for  washing  house,  50 
Balance  due  the  District,  March 

31st,  1860,  5  74 

$360  18 10  65 

$370  83 

"370  83 

$360  18 10  19 

$370  37 

370  37 
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SOUTH  DISTRICT. 

Their  share  of  appropriation,  $360  17 

Paid  teachers,  $328  25 

"  to  George  Wright,  for  wood,  23  85 

"    for  building  fires,  3  00 

"    for  brooms,  pails,  and  dipper,  99 
Balance  due  the  District,  March  • 

31st,  1860,  4  08 
  360  17 

EAST  DISTRICT. 

Their  share  of  appropriation,  $233  51 

Paid  to  teachers,  $208  00 

"    to  N.  Brooks,  for  wood,  15  50 

"    for  building  fires,  2  00 

"    for  sawing  rubbish  left  after 
repairs  on  house,  75 

"    pail,  broom,  and  dipper,  73 
Balance  due  the  District,  March 

31st,  1860,  6  53 
  233  51 

SOUTH-EAST  DISTRICT. 

Their  share  of  appropriation,  $233  51 

Paid  to  teachers,  $214  50 

"   for  building  fires,  2  00 
Balance  due  the  District,  March 

31st,  1860,  17  01 ■    233  51 
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NORTH  DISTRICT. 

Their  share  of  appropriation. 

Paid  to  teachers, 

"    to  J.  R.  Putney,  for  wood, 

$233  51 

"    for  building  fires, 
Balance  due  the  District,  March 

$212  00 14  53 

2  00 

31,  1860, 
4  98 

233  51 

Whole  balance  of  appropriation  in  the 

hands  of  the  Committee,  March  31st, 
1860, 

$40  01 
The  whole  number  of  children  in  town,  between 

the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  on  the  first  day  of 

May,  1860,  as  officially  reported  to  the  Committee, 

by  the  Board  of  Assessors,  was  three  hundred  and 

eighty-four. 

Paid  Male  Teachers,  $681  00 ;  to  Female  Teach- 

ers, $949  50.  Average  Wages,  per  month,  of  Male 

Teachers,  $41  00.  Average  do.  of  Female  Teachers, 

$16  66|.  Months  taught  by  Male  Teachers,  16|. 

Months  taught  by  Female  Teachers,  62|.  Greatest 

number  of  Scholars  attending  School  in  Winter,  413  ; 

do.  in  Summer,  336.  Average  in  Winter,  365;  do. 

in  Summer,  272^^.  Ratio  of  attendance  for  the  year 
to  the  whole  number  of  children  in  town  between  the 

ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  expressed  in  decimals,  .81. 
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The  Committee  have  thus,  as  briefly  as  possible,  re- 
viewed the  situation  and  progress  of  the  schools  placed 

in  their  charge  during  the  year  which  now  closes. 

That  much  remains  to  be  done,  they  will  not  affect  to 

deny,  but  that  something  has  been  effected,  they  claim 

with  equal  confidence.  Some  scholars  have  lost  much 

the  past  year,  from  irregularity  of  attendance.  Every 

child  will  need  all  the  advantages  that  our  means  of 

instruction  afford,  to  fit  them  for  the  duties  that  may 

devolve  upon  them.  We  would  remind  the  parents 

of  this  town,  that  the  education  of  their  children  is 

going  on  all  the  time,  and  that  but  a  comparatively 

small  portion  of  the  information  one  gains  in  life,  is 

acquired  in  the  school  room ;  and  it  is  possible  that 

what  children  learn  in  the  streets,  in  society,  and,  we 

fear  we  may  say,  sometimes  by  the  fireside  in  their 

own  homes,  is  not  always  better  than  that  which  is 

taught  in  the  public  schools.  All  of  us,  whether  we 

wish  it  to  be  so  or  not,  are  teachers,  exerting  our  in- 
fluence upon  the  young  with  whom  we  are  in  contact ; 

and  the  reflection  of  the  consequences  and  durability 

of  this  influence  should  warn  us  to  guard  our  words 
and  actions  well. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the 

schools  of  Acton,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  that  they 

may  ever  be  the  means  of  promoting  a  sound  educa- 

tion, and  of  advancing  the  interests  of  morality  and 

piety,  your  Committe  would  respectfully  submit  this 

Report. 

LUTHER  CONANT,  Jr., 

ADELBERT  MEAD, 

JOHN  M.  MILES, 

School 
Committee. 

A 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  1859-60. 
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REPORT. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  friends  of  education 

that,  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  in  March,  there 

were  chosen  nine  School  Committee  —  with  one  al- 

ready chosen  —  instead  of  our  ordinary  number. 

This  was  done  in  pursuance  of  a  proposition  for  the 

better  regulation  of  the  schools,  made  by  Mr.  A. 
Mead  and  others. 

The  plan  was  something  like  this :  that  six  of  this 

Committee  should  be  chosen,  one  in  each  of  the  sev- 

eral districts,  and  should  perform  all  the  duties  and 

have  all  the  authority  of  Prudential  Committee 

under  the  old  law,  while  the  remaining  three  should 

more  especially  represent  and  stand  in  place  of  Town 
Committee. 

In  this  way,  it  was  thought,  a  deeper  and  more 

general  interest  would  be  awakened  in  the  cause  of 

Common  Schools,  and  a  more  vigorous  and  harmoni- 

ous action  of  Committee  and  all  the  people  be  se- 

cured. This,  which  was  at  first  only  a  comfortable 

hope,  has  now  become  a  pleasant  reality.  Every 

man  on  the  Committee  has  performed  his  duties 

with  an  earnestness  and  decision  worthy  of  the  great 

cause  in  which  we  are  all  engaged. 
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The  Committee  was  organized,  in  a  meeting  called 

for  the  purpose,  by  the  choice  of  Dr.  Harris  Cowdrey 

as  Chairman,  Mr.  William  A.  Wilde,  Secretary,  and 

Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  and  William  A.  Wilde,  to  aid, 

assist,  and  counsel  the  Chairman  in  the  examination 

of  teachers  and  schools,  and  in  the  management  of 

school  affairs  in  general. 

It  was  found  that  our  immediate  predecessors  had 

introduced  new  text-books  in  reading,  geography,  and 
grammar  throughout  the  town;  wisely  deciding  to 

establish  uniformity  in  all  the  schools.  The  conven- 

ience and  propriety  of  this  step  is  seen  at  a  glance ; 

and  it  only  remained  for  the  present  Committee  to 

follow  out  the  good  example  set  before  us,  by  adopt- 
ing some  one  series  of  arithmetics  in  the  place  of  the 

variety  now  found  in  most  of  the  schools. 

This  proposition  to  change  books  called  forth  an 

earnest  and  prolonged  discussion,  opening,  as  it  did, 

the  whole  book  question. 

It  was  thought  by  some,  that,  in  order  to  make  our 

schools  equally  free  to  all,  not  only  houses  and  teach- 
ers, but  books,  as  well,  should  be  furnished  by  the 

town.  It  was  admitted  by  all  that  the  book  expenses 

bear  heavily  on  the  men  who,  to  say  the  least,  have 

many  ways  for  their  money ;  on  men  whose  children, 

like  olive  plants,  spring  thick  around  their  table. 

But  then,  these  are  the  very  people  who  most  highly 

value  the  privileges  of  school,  and  all  the  more  on 

account  of  the  effort  and  expense,  and  sometimes  the 

sacrifice  of  comforts  needful  to  secure  its  full  advan- 

tage to  all  their  little  ones  —  feeling,  as  such  men 

often  do,  that  an  education  is  all  they  can  give  them. 
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It  was  thought,  too,  that  our  children  are  not  very 

careful  of  theh^  books  now,  and,  if  furnished  by  the 
town,  while  some  would  be  very  choice  of  them,  the 

general  tendency  of  the  thing  would  be  to  heedless- 
ness and  waste. 

Frequent  changes  of  books  was  treated  with  some 

severity,  as  a  needless  expense,  and  which  should  be 

studiously  avoided. 

After  an  interesting  discussion,  continued  through 

two  entire  evenings,  it  was  finally  voted  unanimously 

to  change  the  books,  provided  any  publishing  house 

could  be  found  which  would  supply  the  whole 

town  with  an  entire  series  of  arithmetics  for  $50; 

and  further,  that  the  book  committee  should  draw 

that  sum  from  the  treasury,  and  distribute  the  books 

to  all  the  scholars  in  town  free  of  charge.  It  was 
further  decided  that  there  should  be  three  terms  of 

school  in  the  year,  of  about  twelve  weeks  each,  with 

the  long  vacation  during  the  intense  heat  of  summer. 
This  is  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 

former  committees,  and  should  be  regarded  as  an 
established  custom. 

TEACHERS,  ETC. 

The  local  committees,  either  from  the  great  interest 

they  felt  in  the  success  of  their  several  schools,  prompt- 

ing them  to  unusual  effort,  or  favored  by  a  rare  good 

fortune,  brought  together  for  examination  as  fine  a  set 

of  teachers  as  we  ever  saw.  After  a  very  pleasant, 

thorough,  and  satisfactory  examination,  and  conse- 

quent approval,  they  were  all  advised,  instead  of 

commencing  school  the  next  Monday  morning,  to 
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take  the  cars  to  Walthairij  to  attend  the  Institute 

then  to  commence  there.  Past,  present,  and  pro- 
spective teachers  appeared  in  full  force  from  Acton. 

They  had  a  pleasant  and  profitable  time;  and  one 

which  will  be  gratefully  remembered  by  them  as 

long  as  memory  does  its  office. 

They  all,  with  one  accord,  thank  the  good  old 

State  of  Massachusetts  for  the  rich  treat  provided  for 

them  in  that  gathering  of  the  earnest  and  devoted 

friends  of  education.  They  wish,  too,  to  thank  most 

cordially  the  people  of  Waltham.  who,  by  their  kind- 

ness and  hospitality,  made  them  feel  so  perfectly  at 

home  during  their  stay  among  them  ;  especially  they 

remember  the  splendid  entertainment  of  Governor 

Banks,  and  his  constant  effort  to  make  the  Institute 

a  great  success,  with  more  gratitude  than  they  can 

well  express. 

That  these  Institutes  are  very  beneficial  to  our  teach- 
ers is  now  gladly  admitted  by  all.  They  offer  them 

not  only  many  pleasant  reunions,  and  a  good  time 

generally,  but  much  valuable  information,  awaken- 

ing, renewing,  and  strengthening,  the  school  spirit  in 

the  hearts  of  all,  by  general  conversation,  earnest 

discussion,  and  interesting  lectures. 

The  teachers  of  this  year  have  made  a  special  effort 

in  teaching  what  are,  for  their  excellence,  called  the 

"  common  branches,"  viz.,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geog- 
raphy, and  reading.  To  this  last  exercise  has  been 

paid  unusual  attention ;  no  more,  however,  than  its 

great  importance  demands.  It  has  been  practised, 

not  merely  as  an  art,  as  a  means  of  mental  improve- 

ment, but  also  as  a  physical  exercise,  for  developing 
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the  voice,  strengthening  the  lungs,  and  giving  vigor 

and  life  to  the  system  generally. 

Singing  has  been  successfully  taught  in  all  the 

Primary  Schools,  and  to  some  extent  in  most  of  the 

others ;  and  whatever  may  be  said  by  amateurs  and 

teachers  of  music,  we  have  no  doubt  the  Common 

School  is  just  the  place  where  the  culture  of  music 

should  commence.  Singing  in  the  school-room  is  not 

to  be  considered  as  a  pleasant  pastime  merely,  but  as 

an  effective  means  of  regulating,  enlivening,  and  in- 

vigorating the  whole  round  of  duties  there. 

If  the  scholars  become  dull  and  listless,  a  lively 

song  rouses  up  their  sleeping  energies,  and  everything 

goes  briskly  on  again.  If  courage  fails,  or  the  heart 

is  sick  —  with  hope  deferred,  or  the  body  bowxd  with 

weariness,  a  true  song  sends  joy  and  hope  to  every 

heart,  and  smiles  to  every  face.  If  troubles  come,  as 

come  they  will  sometimes,  —  if  there  is  obstinacy  and 
disobedience,  or  any  of  the  ills  which  school  is  heir 

to,  a  gentle  song,  loving  and  tender,  is  far  better  than 

whole  bundles  of  rods  The  teacher  not  only  should 

have  music  in  his  soul,  but  should  be  well  able  to  pour 

it  out  freely,  whenever  needed ;  and  while  we  would 

not  reject  a  first-rate  teacher  because  she  could  not 
sing,  we  would  consider  it  a  serious  defect,  and  a 

great  drawback  on  her  usefulness  in  school.  Con- 

cerning the  many  qualifications  of  the  good  teacher, 

have  they  not  all  been  written  and  well  set  forth  in 

former  reports  ? 

There  is  one  thing  which  we  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  treated  with  the  earnestness  which  its  im- 

portance demands,  and  that  is,  that  all  teachers  should 
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have  perfect  bodily  health  and  a  good  physical  de- 

velopment. School  teaching  is  an  exceedingly  ex- 
hausting labor,  and  none  should  undertake  it  but  the 

firm,  the  robust,  the  vigorous,  and  the  active ;  and  then, 

the  whole  time,  and  attention,  and  power  of  soul  and 

body,  must  be  used  in  the  single  business  of  teaching. 

Those  who  must  have  a  multiplicity  of  cares  and 

business  on  their  hands,  let  them  attend  to  their  busi- 

ness, but  by  all  means  leave  the  school  in  better  care. 

The  teacher  must  be  one  blessed  with  a  sound  body. 

Many  a  sharp  word  has  been  spoken  —  many  a  keen 

reproof  been  given  because  the  teacher's  stomach  was 
ill  at  ease  —  and  his  head  ached.  Then  let  the  feeble 

and  the  effete,  the  hypochondriac  and  the  dyspeptic, 

seek  employment  in  the  field  or  the  shop,  but  keep 

away  from  the  school-room.  Let  no  one  enter  there 

as  teacher,  but  the  buoyant  and  the  hopeful,  those 

whose  every  vital  action  sends  a  thrill  of  joy  through 
all  their  frame. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Alden  Fuller,  Esq.,  Local  Committee. 

Mr.  Fuller  made  great  efibrt  to  obtain  good  teach- 

ers, and,  after  mature  consideration,  gave  the  care  of 

the  Intermediate  Department  to  Miss  Emily  Hersey. 

Miss  H.  has  had  good  experience  in  teaching ;  passed 

a  very  good  examination  ;  and  entered  upon  her  du- 

ties with  good  courage  and  high  hopes.  We  thought 

her  a  good  teacher,  capable,  faithful,  and  willing  to 

labor.  She  failed,  however,  in  receiving  the  full  sup- 

port of  the  parents,  and  in  gaining  the  love  and  re- 
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spect  of  her  pupils,  both  of  which  are  indispensable  to 

complete  success.  The  appearance  of  the  school, 

during  the  term  and  at  the  final  examination,  al- 

though not  all  we  could  wish,  was  creditable  to  the 
teacher. 

The  Primary  Department  was  placed  in  charge  of 

Miss  Caroline  E.  Mayhew.  She  has  had  experience 

in  teaching,  and  brought  it  to  bear  effectually  on  her 

school ;  winning  the  good-will  of  both  scholars  and 

parents.  Laboring  earnestly  and  constantly,  her 

company  of  little  ones  made  good  improvement  in 

each  of  the  three  terms  which  she  taught.  The  ex- 

aminations at  the  close  of  each  term  were  interesting 

and  well  attended.  Much  praise  was  given  to  school 

and  teacher  by  those  who  best  knew  the  wishes  and 

labors  of  the  teacher,  and  the  progress  of  the  school. 

The  higher  Winter  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  Philo 

Hersey.  He  is  favorably  known  as  the  successful 

teacher  of  the  last  Winter  School,  also  of  a  Select 

School  in  the  fall,  whicii  was  considered  by  every  one 

a  very  prosperous  effort.  In  the  Fall  Term,  $50 

of  the  town's  money  were  used  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  would  have  attended  a  female  teacher,  had 

there  been  no  Select  School.  The  examination,  in 

Eobinson's  Hall,  was  attended  by  a  throng  of  inter- 
ested spectators,  —  friends  of  the  teacher  and  scholars. 

The  exercises  all  passed  off  very  smoothly,  eliciting 

applause  and  commendation,  giving  very  general  sat- 
isfaction to  all  concerned. 

The  Winter  Term  commenced  under  very  favor- 

able circumstances,  the  teacher  having  already  gained 

the  love  of  his  scholars,  and  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
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the  district  generally.  It  was  a  pleasant  school 

throughout  the  whole  course.  In  our  visits,  we  were 

always  gratified  and  instructed,  by  the  appearance  of 

the  scholars,  and  the  matter  and  manner  of  the  in- 

struction given  by  the  teacher.  The  final  examina- 

tion was  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  and  the  re- 

spectable number  of  spectators  who  attended,  not- 

withstanding the  intense  cold  of  tf'ebruary  8th.  After 
the  examination,  the  teacher  read  some  suggestions 

for  the  improvement  of  this  school.  Among  them, 

that  the  fathers  should  aid  the  teacher,  by  assembling 

their  children  and  giving  them  direct  and  personal 

help  in  their  studies,  in  the  long  winter  evenings  at 

home  ;  they  might  as  well  be  there  as  anywhere ;  by 

preventing  absences  and  tardiness ;  and,  finally,  by 

keeping  the  school  but  five  days  in  the  week  — thus 
giving  the  teacher  time  to  recuperate,  and  the  school 

to  play. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

William  A.  Wilde,  Local  Committee. 

This  school,  in  the  Spring  and  Fall  Terms,  was  taught 

by  Miss  Nellie  Fletcher,  a  native  of  the  district. 

Having  the  sympathy  and  hearty  support  of  the 

parents,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  manage  the  chil- 

dren. They  all  regarded  her  not  only  as  their 

teacher,  but  their  friend;  this  made  the  work  of 

government  comparatively  light,  and  teaching  a 

pleasure.  —  The  school  always  appeared  orderly, 
pleasant  and  studious  when  visited.  Miss.  F.  was 

successful  beyond  our  expectations;  it  seems  to  us 
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that  teaching  is  her  vocation  —  and  with  a  more 

thorough  and  systematic  training,  she  will  take  her 

position  among  the  first. 
The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  Fall  Term 

showed  good  improvement,  excellent  order,  and  a 

profitable  school.  Some  very  good  compositions  were 

read  by  members  of  the  first  class  ;  we  heard  them 

with  pleasm^e,  and  feel  that  the  exercise  merits  our 
highest  approval.  The  good  order,  the  reading  and 

singing,  elicited  particular  commendation.  An  in- 

teresting episode  was  the  presentation  of  eighteen 

beautiful  and  valuable  books,  to  those  who  had  been 

neither  absent  nor  tardy,  during  the  term  —  by  Mr. 

William  A.  Wilde  —  each  book  being  bestowed  with 

some  short  and  appropriate  remarks  by  the  giver.  ' 
The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  William  A. 

Wilde.  Mr.  W.  is  a  man  of  large  experience  in 

teaching,  that  having  been  a  profession  with  him  for 

many  years.  This  school  being  in  his  own  district, 

he  felt  naturally  a  very  strong  desire  to  produce  a 

good  work.  He  made  great  effort  in  the  school,  by 

maintaining  and  enforcing  good  order,  diligence  in 

study,  by  patience,  perseverance  and  thoroughness 

in  all  his  teachings.  The  exercises  for  strengthening 

the  memory  by  association  in  arithmetic  and  in 

spelling  and  defining  words  in  their  order,  were 

pleasant  and  profitable.  The  progress  of  the  school, 

with  some  slight  exceptions,  was  harmonious  and 
successful. 

The  examination,  in  which  was  given  an  example 

of  an  ordinary  day's  work  in  school,  showed  that 
labor  had  been  bestowed  here  freely.    The  result 
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was  excellent  order  and  good  improvement  —  indeed, 
the  teacher  says,  of  the  sixteen  hundred  youth  who 

have  been  under  his  care,  none  ever  advanced  more 

rapidly  than  the  members  of  this  school.  During 

the  vacation  the  school-room  was  neatly  papered  and 
painted.  The  scholars  were  duly  careful  in  their 

treatment  of  the  house — indeed,  we  think  the 

pleasant  aspect  of  the  room,  neat  and  clean  as  it 

always  was,  had  a  happy  influence  on  the  school. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

James  Keyes,  Local  Committee, 

Mr.  Keyes  was  very  much  perplexed  to  decide 

which  one,  among  the  many  good  teachers  who  ap- 

plied for  the  school,  he  should  employ.  He  earnest- 

ly wished  to  do  the  right  and  pleasant  thing ;  steer 

wide  of  all  trouble  and  ill  feeling,  but,  more  than  all, 

to  secure  a  good  teacher,  who  would  unite  the  dis- 

trict in  her  support. 

Miss  M.  C.  Harris  was  finally  placed  in  the  school. 

She  is  an  accurate  and  careful  teacher,  critical  in  pro- 

nunciation, emphasis,  and  the  cadences,  exact  and 

methodical  in  all  the  operations  of  school.  She  la- 

bored faithfully  and  successfully.  This  school  is  now 

the  smallest  in  town  ;  yet,  by  diligence  on  the  part 

of  the  scholars,  by  direct  personal  efforts  of  the  teach- 

er, it  still  holds  its  place  among  the  first. 

The  examination  was  well  attended  by  the  parents 

and  friends,  who  were  much  interested  in  witnessing 
such  excellent  results  of  the  labors  of  this  teacher. 

The  order  was  good,  the  improvement  very  good, 

and  the  whole  a  very  pleasant  and  gratifying  affair. 
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Mr.  L.  V.  N.  Peck,  a  member  of  Dartmouth  Col- 

lege, taught  the  Winter  Term.  He  passed  a  very  good 

examination  before  the  whole  committee,  and  is  a  teach- 

er of  considerable  experience.  During  our  frequent 

visits  to  the  school,  we  were  always  pleased  with 

both  scholars  and  teacher.  He  made  himself  very 

useful  in  his  school,  and  acceptable  everywhere.  The 

scholars  here,  from  their  desire  to  excel,  and  the  con- 

stant, direct,  personal  aid  given  by  their  teacher, 

made  very  rapid  advances  in  their  studies,  especially 

in  arithmetic.  We  had  some  slight  fear  that  they 

had  passed  over  their  lessons  too  rapidly ;  but  every- 

thing appeared  right  and  well.  The  school,  as  a 

whole,  was  quite  satisfactory  to  us,  though  we  would 

have  been  glad  to  have  seen  more  perfect  order. 
Good  recitations  never  show  better  than  when  set  off 

by  good  behavior.  The  respect  accorded  to  a  teach- 

er, and  his  usefulness,  are  generally  in  direct  propor- 

tion to  the  enforcement  of  every  proper  and  useful 

law  of  schools.  The  reading,  declamation,  and  the 

exercises  of  the  first  grammar  class  deserve  particular 

notice  and  commendation.  We  are  happy  to  say  it 

was  a  pleasant  and  profitable  school. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Silas  Clark,  Local  Committee. 

The  Primary  Department  of  this  school,  for  both 

Spring  and  Fall  Terms,  was  placed  in  care  of  Miss 

Sarah  E.  Sherman.  She  is  admirably  fitted  for  a 

teacher,  as  well  by  her  promptness,  earnestness,  and 

decision,  as  by  her  gentleness  of  spirit,  even  temper, 
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and  culture  of  mind.  We  had  great  expectations  of 

the  good  work  she  would  perform,  and  have  never 

been  disappointed  in  the  slightest  degree.  Her  nu- 
merous company  of  little  ones,  all  nearly  of  the  same 

size,  was  admirably  managed  ;  indeed,  they  seemed 

to  manage  themselves,  so  gentle,  and  yet  so  perfect 

was  the  power  of  the  teacher  over  them  all.  They 

made  rapid  progress,  could  not  well  avoid  it,  every- 

thing was  made  so  plain  and  pleasant.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  many  nations  were  here,  and  none 

smarter  or  prettier  than  the  Irish  and  German. 

Reading,  spelling,  geography,  arithmetic,  and  sing- 

ing, were  the  chief  exercises.  This  last  was  delight- 
ful. They  seemed  to  take  to  it  naturally,  and  sing  as 

the  birds*  sing.  At  the  examination,  the  room  was 
prettily  dressed  with  autumn  leaves  in  their  beauty. 

Among  the  mottoes,  "  love  "  and  "  order  "  were  prom- 
inent. They  fitly  figured  forth  the  spirit  of  the 

school.  There  was  a  crowd  of  visitors,  all  of  whom 

looked  pleased  and  interested.  The  school  was  just 

what  a  school  should  be,  from  beginning  to  end. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  Terms  of  the  larger  school  were 

taught  by  Miss.  Lottie  C.  Faulkner.  We  said  years 

ago  we  would  like  to  write  the  history  of  this  young 

and  promising  teacher.  It  has  been  done  and  well 

done  by  other  and  abler  hands ;  all  we  can  do  now 

is  to  give  our  most  cordial  assent  to  those  words  of 

commendation  so  richly  merited.  Miss.  F.  com- 

menced her  school  with  the  same  anxiety  and  the 
same  determination  to  succeed  which  fills  the  heart 

of  every  true  teacher.  All  the  praise  so  freely  be- 
stowed and  so  well  deserved,  only  stimulates  her  to 
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still  higher  and  better  effort.  We  never  felt  the 

slightest  anxiety,  when  entering  her  school-room,  that 
we  would  find  it  otherwise  than  in  perfect  order. 

It  was  always  so,  and  if  every  teacher  felt  the  same 

strong  desire  and  put  forth  the  same  effort  —  their 
schools  too,  would  show  the  same  good  results.  The 
examination  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  was  well 

attended.  Among  the  spectators  we  noticed  many  of 

the  mothers  and  some  of  the  grandmothers.  This  i 

right.  The  room  was  finely  adorned  with  crimson 

forest  leaves,  which  were  made  to  utter  great  truths 

in  morals  as  plainly  as  they  spoke  of  the  glory  of 

God  where  they  grew  in  beauty.  They  told,  too,  of 

the  sjDirit  and  effort  of  the  place;  of  patience,"  that 

never  failed;  of  ̂ ^persaverance,"  that  never  faltered  ; 

of  prompt  "  obedience"  of  the  school,  which  was 

always  met  by  heartfelt  "  kindness  "  by  the  teacher. 
This  school  was  excellent  as  a  whole  and  in  every 

part. 
Miss,  F.  also  managed  the  Winter  Primary  with  the 

same  energy  and  the  same  success.  The  same  com- 

pany of  interested  visitors  were  present  at  the  ex- 

amination ;  they  and  we  were  delighted  with  the 

school,  their  good  recitations,  their  good  behavior, 

excellent  and  appropriate  songs,  dialogues  and  single 

pieces.  One  by  Hattie  Handley  alluding  to  the  death 

of  little  Willie  C.  was  spoken  lovingly  and  tenderly, 

and  heard  with  marked  feeling. 

The  Higher  Department  of  this  school  was  taught 

by  Mr.  Ephraim  Graham,  of  Lunenburg.  He  is  an 

old  teacher,  and  we  presume  a  very  good  one.  There 

was  something  needed  in  this  school,  and  indeed  in 
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all  our  schools^  above  and  beyond  mere  teaching,  or 

government  even.  The  teachers  must  have  health 

and  strength,  and  the  power  to  awaken  the  dormant 

faculties,  to  enliven  and  sustain  the  mental  operations 

of  all  his  various  charge.  This  teacher  did  what  he 

could  to  give  a  right  direction  to  the  minds  of  his 

scholars,  laboring,  we  doubt  not,  faithfully  and  well- 

We  wish  we  could  say  that  the  measure  of  his  suc- 
cess was  as  great  as  his  desire. 

There  was  much  labor  and  study  done  in  this 

school.  It  was  performed  by  those,  however,  to  whom 

study  is  a  delight,  and  not  by  the  dull  and  backward, 
who  of  all  others  most  need  the  effort.  We  would 

have  been  glad  to  see  better  order  —  more  evidence 

of  study,  a  better  appreciation  of  the  teacher's  kind- 
ness, and  more  regard  for  his  authority.  In  the  ex- 

amination, the  first  grammar  class,  the  classes  in  com- 

mon and  physical  geography,  the  latter  especially, 

were  excellent,  and  would  have  been  an  ornament  to 

any  school.  Of  the  remaining  portion  of  these 

scholars  we  can  say  but  little,  though  we  do  most 

earnestly  hope  their  next  effort  will  be  more  favored 
than  this  has  been. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Jonas  Blodget,  Local  Coimniitee. 

Miss  Sophia  Harris  taught  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment, Spring  and  Fall  Terms.  She  is  well  known  as 

an  earnest  and  successful  teacher.  This  was  one  of 

her  very  best  efforts.  During  all  the  school,  the  at- 

tendance was  good,  the  order  excellent,  and  the  im- 

provement well  marked.    The  examination  fully  re- 
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vealed  how  steadily  and  faithfully  this  teacher  had 

exerted  herself  The  school  excelled  in  reading  and 

singing,  and  in  every  part  was  equal  to  any  other. 
There  were  thirteen  who  had  been  neither  absent  nor 

tardy.  Their  names  were  placed  in  roll  of  honor, 

made  conspicuous  by  a  beautiful  wreath. 

The  Higher  School  was  placed  in  care  of  Miss  S.  A. 

Dole.  She  is  too  well  and  favorably  known  to  need 

any  words  from  us.  The  school  was  found  in  a  state 

which  called  forth  all  her  patience  and  effort  in  the 

correction  of  errors,  and  to  bring  all  her  pupils  into 

good  working  order.  She  labored  perseveringly  and 

with  good  results.  Very  little  time  was  spent  in  re- 

viewing studies  at  the  close  of  school,  that  having 

been  well  done  day  by  day. 

The  examination,  though  no  attempt  was  made  at 

display,  was  a  pleasant  performance,  and  gave  good 

assurance  of  the  work  which  had  been  done,  and  well 

done,  in  the  two  terms.  The  room  was  tastefully 

adorned  ;  the  ornaments  still  remain.  The  examina- 

tions of  both  these  schools  were  attended  by  a  large 

company  of  interested  and  intelligent  visitors. 

Miss  Dole  had  the  care  of  the  Winter  Primary 
School.  Her  efforts  here  were  concentrated  on  a  less 

number  of  studies,  and  her  labor  was  therefore  more 

visibly  successful.  The  teacher  who  intends  to  do  a 

good  work  in  her  calling,  must  make  an  outlay  of  all 

her  power  of  thought  and  action,  even  in  a  Primary 

School.  She  must  be  a  teacher,  and  nothing  else ;  at 

least,  everything  else  must  be  only  secondary  to  this 

great  object,  and  resorted  to  merely  as  a  recreation. 

The  examination  was  well  attended  by  friends  of 
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scholars  and  teacher,  who  acquitted  themselves  well, 

receiving  and  deserving  much  praise. 

The  Higher  Department  of  this  school  was  taught 

by  Luther  Conant,  Jr.  It  has  been  a  long  time  since 

we  have  had  a  good  Winter  School  in  this  district.  Of 

the  various  causes  of  this  state  of  things,  we  are  not 

expected  to  speak.  After  much  diligent  inquiry, 

the  Committee  employed  Mr.  Conant.  He  has  been 

a  teacher  of  more  than  ordinary  merit  for  some  ten 

or  eleven  years,  and,  we  really  believe,  is  constantly 

increasing  in  power  and  ability.  He  falls  into  no  dull 

routine  of  teaching,  but  is  always  presenting  some- 

thing new  and  useful,  adapted  to  all  the  variety  of 

mind  under  his  care,  thus  exciting  and  maintaining  a 

constantly  increasing  interest  in  thought  and  study. 

Keeping  himself  fully  up  with  the  times,  he  does  not 

grow  old,  and  would  not  were  he  to  teach  these  thirty 

years.  This  school  was  by  far  the  largest  of  the 

graded  schools,  numbering  fifty-seven ;  and,  for  the 

first  half  of  the  term,  there  were  never  less  than  fifty- 

two  present,  and  generally  fifty-five.  The  attendance 

in  the  last  part,  though  good,  was  considerably  dimin- 
ished by  sickness.  The  work  performed  by  this 

teacher  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  double  that  done  by 

others.  His  perfect  health  of  body  and  great  power 

and  activity  of  mind  enabled  him  to  perform  the  un- 
usual amount  of  labor  necessary  to  bring  this  school 

up  to  the  highest  position  of  any  in  town.  He  was 

not  content  with  six  hours  work  every  day,  but  gene- 

rally spent  an  hour  or  more  with  those  who  were  de- 
sirous to  stay  after  school  to  avail  themselves  of  the 

personal,  direct,  and   interesting  instruction  then 
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given.  Add  to  this,  that  two  long  evenings  every 

week  were  spent  in  writing,  reading,  and  speUing. 

They  were  very  pleasing  and  profitable  exercises,  en- 

joyed, too,  not  merely  by  the  day  scholars,  but  by  all 

the  young  men  and  women  of  the  village,  who  availed 

themselves  freely  of  the  advantages  of  such  instruc- 

tion. They  will  long  remember  those  pleasant  even- 

ings with  gratitude.  Great  attention  was  given  to 

the  common  studies  of  arithmetic,  grammar,  reading, 
etc. 

The  first  class  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  reading 

and  spelling  once  a  day,  the  others,  both  forenoon 

and  afternoon.  Indeed,  they  were  well  and  earnestly 

exercised  in  all  the  proper  business  of  the  Common 

School;  the  teacher  bringing  all  his  personal  influence 

and  varied  store  of  knowledge  to  bear  directly  on  the 

mind  and  memory  of  every  pupil.  The  government 

of  this  school  was  of  the  most  desirable  order ;  good 

behavior  being  secured  by  keeping  every  scholar  wide 

awake  in  study.  It  is  difficult,  where  every  effort  is 

a  success,  to  specify  what  pleased  us  most. 

We  think  the  greatest  progress  was  made  in  read- 
ing, spelling,  and  grammar.  These  exercises  were  of 

the  best  order.  The  most  thorough  knowledge  of 

principles  was  shown  in  arithmetic  and  geography. 

The  examination  was  highly  interesting  and  very 

satisfactory  to  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  visitors ; 

every-body  looked  pleased,  and  many  spoke  of  their 
pleasure  when  opportunity  offered.  We  must  not 

forget  the  declamations  and  recitations,  the  sweet 

singing,  nor  the  three  cheers  for  the  Stars  and 

Stripes,  after  Hail  Columbia  —  which  were  given 
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with  a  will,  in  every  variety  of  voice.  The  crowning 

work  of  the  day,  however,  was  the  presentation  of  a 

beautiful  Bible  by  Lorette  Tuttle,  in  behalf  of  the 

school.  Lorette  performed  her  part  very  prettily. 

The  teacher  was  taken  perfectly  by  surprise,  ex- 

pressed his  heartfelt  thanks  in  a  few  broken  words,  fol- 

lowed by  a  silence  more  expressive  than  words  can  be. 

It  was  a  grand  school,  and  in  progress  and  standing 

is  now  equal  to  any  in  town.  These  good  results  are 

mainly  attributable  to  the  correct,  earnest,  and  un- 

tiring labors  of  this  teacher. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

James  E.  Billings,  Committee. 

This  school  was  taught  during  the  Spring,  Fall,  and 

Winter  Terms,  by  Susan  Augusta  Davis.  For  four 

or  five  years  she  has  proved  herself  a  true  teacher ; 

and  the  people  of  this  district  are  equally  true  and 

right  in  all  school  matters,  aiding  and  encouraging 

the  teacher  in  her  many  laborious  and  anxious  hours. 

The  whole  course  of  the  spring  and  fall  schools  was 

quietly  and  steadily  onward.  We  always  found  the 

school  in  good  order,  studious  and  thoughtful.  The 

examination  was  held  in  one  of  the  most  pitiless 

storms  of  November.  Still  the  parents,  or  their  next 

friends,  were  all  there  ;  even  good  Aunt  Chaffin,  who 

is  mother  of  them  all,  could  not  be  kept  awaj^ 

Mothers,  who  will  turn  out  on  such  a  day,  will  not 

be  found  wanting  in  their  duties  of  every  day.  They 

will,  of  course,  aid  their  children  in  all  their  studies, 

and  by  good  advice,  and  words  of  hearty  encourage- 
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ment.  With  such  mothers,  the  children  must  be  pos- 

sessed of  more  than  ordinarily  good  qualities.  The 

exercises  of  examination  were  all  interesting,  and 

some  of  them  could  not  be  surpassed. 

The  Winter  School  was  an  experiment.  It  proved 

a  very  successful  one.  The  Committee  believed  this 

school  sufficiently  civilized  and  humanized  to  be  well 

managed  by  an  intelligent  female  teacher.  Our  best 

hopes  were  fully  realized.  We  think  the  work  of 

this  teacher,  day  by  day,  equal  to  any  other  in  this 

grade  of  school.  The  order  was  good,  and  the  im- 
provement well  marked.  The  grammar  classes  were 

very  good.  The  facility  with  which  the  first  class 

analyzed  Milton  showed  close  study  as  well  as  correct 

teaching.  The  reading  of  some  recitations  excited 

marked  attention.  If  we  can  find  such  female  teach- 

ers as  Miss  D.  —  and  there  are  many  of  them  —  we 
can  have  at  least  one-third  more  school  for  the  same 

money  heretofore  expended  for  male  teachers,  some 

of  whom,  doubtless,  came  here  mainly  to  recruit  their 

worn  bodies,  or  fill  their  empty  purses. 

While  we  gladly  aid  the  struggling  scholar  in  his 

onward  course,  even  he,  should  never  be  permitted 

to  rest  as  a  dead  weight  on  any  school.  We  must 

have  live  men  and  strong  workers,  if  any.  As  an  in- 
dication of  the  feeling  and  opinion  of  this  school  in 

this  matter,  we  will  now  state,  that  here,  too,  was  a 

presentation  of  a  beautiful  and  costly  Bible  to  the 

teacher.  It  was  no  common  gift,  yet  truly  and  affec- 

tionately speaking  the  good-will  and  confidence  of 
the  givers. 

The  nine  schools  in  town  were  visted  by  the 

2* 
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Chairman  of  Committee  in  the  Spring  Term  forty- 

eight,  in  the  Fall  Term  thirty-seven,  and  in  the 

Winter  Term  forty-one  times,  exclusive  of  short  calls, 

making  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  visitations 

which,  we  hope,  will  fully  answer  the  demand  of  the 
law  and  of  the  town. 

We  cannot  say  how  well  we  have  done  our  duty ; 

but  we  can  say  our  wishes  and  endeavors  have  been 

all  in  the  right  direction.  In  writing  this  Report,  we 

know  we  have  omitted  many  good  things,  which  we 

might  have  said,  and  especially  of  the  good  schools 

and  best  teachers,  and  may  have  said  others  which 

were  better  omitted.  Of  this,  others  must  judge.  In 

excuse,  we  can  only  say  that  what  we  have  written 

was  written  in  the  bits  and  ends  of  time,  amid  the 

labors  and  anxieties  of  an  engrossing  profession. 

Many  suggestions  formerly  made  to  the  whole  town 

are  now  directed  solely  to  the  Local  Committees. 

We  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  suggestions  to  the  town, 

and  firsts  that  it  is  thought  expedient  to  do  something, 

in  regard  to  a  High  School.  It  is  thought  best  by 

some  to  raise  a  sum  not  exceeding  $300  to  establish 
such  a  school  in  the  Centre  and  one  in  the  South  or 

West,  for  a  term  of  three  months  in  the  fall  of  1861. 

2nd.  That,  though  the  crime  of  truancy  is  almost 

unknown,  absentees  and  tardy  boys  are  abundant. 

Let  the  finger  of  public  rebuke  be  pointed  at  those 

who  are  so  much  inclined  to  linger  round  where  idle 

men  and  idler  boys  are  wont  to  congregate  ;  at  the 

stores,  depots,  shops,  etc.  Let  the  loiterers  also  re- 

member that  those  places  are  not  made  for  them ; 

and  they  are  not  wanted  there,  though  the  proper 
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occupants  may  not  have  the  courage  or  honesty  to 
tell  them  so.  This  habit  of  absenteeism  seems  to 

run  in  the  blood  of  some  families.  We  can  tell,  before 

looking  at  the  register,  whose  names  will  have  the 

most  black  marks  against  them.  These  families  in- 

jure the  average  attendance  very  much.  We  are 

glad  there  are  no  more  of  them ;  and  that  generally 

the  absences  are  chargeable  to  sickness  or  some  other 

actual  necessity. 

4th.  We  wish  the  town  to  consider  the  propriety, 

at  some  time,  of  fitting  the  old  Town  Hall  for  school- 
rooms. 

And,  finally,  we  wish  a  deeper  interest  may  be  felt 

in  the  progress  of  our  schools,  by  the  fathers  and 

mothers  of  the  town ;  not  only  that  money  should  be 

granted  freely,  as  it  has  been ;  not  only  should  the 
teacher  and  the  school  have  kind  wishes  and  kind 

words  at  home,  but  both  be  cheered  and  encouraged 

by  their  frequent  visits  at  the  school-room. 

We  ask  that  our  schools  may  be  fostered  and  cher- 

ished, because  it  is  through  them  we  are  to  maintain 

our  intellectual  standing,  labor  made  effective  and 

honorable,  and  the  town  prosperous  and  happy ;  for 

it  is  now  well  understood  that,  when  we  have  raised 

up  true  men  and  women,  vigorous  in  body,  cultivated 

in  mind,  and  pure  in  heart  and  life,  material  prosper- 
ity cannot  be  far  off 

HAHRIS  COWDREY. 

For  the  Committee. 
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EXPENSE  OF  THE  WEST  SCHOOL. 

West  Acton,  July  13,  1860. 

Paid  Miss  Emily  Hersey,  for  10  weeks  teaching  at 

$5.00,  $50  00 

"    Miss  Carrie  E.  Mayhew  for  teaching  Pri- 
mary Department  10  weeks  at  $4  00,    40  00 

FALL  TERM. 

"    Philo  Hersey,  $50  00 

"    Miss  May  hew,  for  two  months,  40  00 

WINTER  TERM. 

"    Philo  Hersey  for  2^  months,  $100  09 
Miss  Mayhew  for  2i  months,  44  50 

4  brooms  1  08,  2  pails  40,  2  dippers  25,  1  73 

Building  fires,  and  taking  care  of  house,    7  00 

$333  32 Wood,  repairs, 

Alden  Fuller. 

NORTH  DISTRICT. 

Appropriation,  ,       $233  20 

Due  from  last  year,  4  63 

$237"83
 

Paid  M.  C.  Harris,  21  weeks,  $94  50 

"    H.  Chapman,  for  wood,  15  00 

"    for  cleaning  house,  1  25 

"        pail,  dipper,  and  broom,  69 

Amount  carried  fonvard,  $111  44 
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Amoimt  hrovgJd  fonvard^  $111  44 

Paid  for  building  fires,  2  00 

"    L.  V.  N.  Peck,  3  mos.  4  days,    124  39 

$237  83 James  Keyes. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 

Appropriation,  $359  7C 

From  L.  Conant,  Jr.,  1  67 

$36r37 
SPRING  TERM. 

Paid  Miss  S.  A.  Dole,  10  weeks  at  $4  50,     $45  00 

"       "   Sophia  Harris,  10  weeks  at  $3  75,     37  50 

FALL  TERM. 

"       "    S.  A.  Dole,  10  weeks,  $45  00 

"       "    Sophia  S.  Harris,  37  50 

WINTER  TERM. 

Paid  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  $122  50 

"    Miss  S.  A.  Dole,  11  weeks  at  4  00,  44  00 

"    for  building  fires,  2  50 ;  clean'g  house,  1  00,  3  50 

"        cloth  for  curtains,  1  26  ;  2  dippers,  12,    1  38 
3  brooms,  84 ;  1  pail,  25,  1  09 

"        4  cords  wood,  etc.,  5  62i  per  cord,  22  50 

"        sundries,  50 

$360~47 

Jonas  Blodget,  Committee,  90 
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SOUTH  ACTON. 

March  13,  1861. 

Amount  received  from  the  town  treasurer,    $359  70 

"  "    Luther  Conant,  Jr.,         4  08 

$363  78 
SPRING  TERM. 

Miss  Lottie  Faulkner,  10  weeks  at  $5  00,       $50  00 

«    Sarah  E.  Sherman,  10  "  4  00,         40  00 

FALL  TERM. 

«  Lottie  Faulkner,  8  weeks  at  $5  00,  $40  00 

"    Sarah  E.  Sherman,  8  «  4  00,  32  00 

WINTER  TERM. 

Mr.  Ephraim  Graham,  11  weeks  at  $10  00,  $110  00 

Miss  Lottie  Faulkner,     "  5  00,      55  00 

$327  00 

Paid  for  wood,  24  75 

"        2  pails,  36;  dippers  and  brooms, 
84;  chair,  33;  bell,  34,  1  87 

"        nails,  10 ;  L.  Piper,  setting  glass,  1  70,  1  80 

"        lock  on  desk,  18;  building  fires,  2  00,   2  18 

$357  60 Balance  due  the  District,  $6  18. 

Silas  Clark. 
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EAST  DISTRICT. 

Appropriation, 
$233  20 Eeceived  of  Luther  Conant,  Jr. 6  58 

239  73 

Paid  S.  Augusta  Davis,  Spring  and  Fall 

Terms,  21  weeks,  $4  70, 
98  70 

S    Auffusta,  Da.vis   Winter  Term  14 

weeks.  Jl6  50. 91  00 

"    for  2  brooms,  63,  dust  pan,  17,  door 
trimming,  14, 94 

Repairing  key,  15c.,  washing  house  twice. 

|2  50,  building  fire,  $1  50, 
4  15 

"Wood, 
15  00 

$209  79 
Balance  in  the  hands  of  Committee, 

29  94 

James  E.  Billings. 
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REPORT. 

In  obedience  to  State  law,  and  in  accordance  with 

established  usage,  the  School  Committee  present  their 

Annual  Report. 

Our  school  year  opened  with  very  favorable  cir- 

cumstances. A  Teachers'  Institute,  commencing  Mon- 
day, April  8th,  and  continuing  through  the  week, 

was  an  event  to  us  of  unusual  interest,  and  highly 

enjoyed  by  a  large  and  intelligent  company  of  teach- 
ers, as  well  as  the  citizens  generally  of  this  town  and 

vicinity.  The  town  showed  their  appreciation  of  the 

object  of  the  gathering,  by  offering,  in  a  unanimous 

vote,  the  use  of  their  fine  Hall,  warmed  and  lighted, 

for  the  sittings  of  the  Institute. 

A  motion  was  made  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 

to  defray  necessary  expenses,  but  this  was  objected 

to  by  the  friends  of  education,  who  pledged  them- 

selves to  furnish  all  the  bodily  comforts  of  board,  lodg- 

ing and  transportation,  which  might  be  needed  by 

the  members  of  the  Institute.  Proverbially  generous 

and  hospitable  as  are  the  people  of  Acton,  we  never 

felt  more  sensibly  their  liberality  than  in  the  present 

instance ;  it  was  so  cheerfully,  so  gladly  rendered, 

that  their  kindness  was  made  doubly  acceptable  an.d 

doubly  valuable.    The  Institute  was  a  great  success. 
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With  the  great-hearted  and  generous  Joseph  White 

for  presiding  officer,  aided  by  Professors  Eussell,  Ten- 

ney,  and  Slocum,  Eev.  Mr.  Northrop,  Dr.  Sharpe,  Mr. 

Philbrick,  Rev.  Dr.  Hamlin,  Hon.  Henry  K.  Oliver, 

and  finally  by  a  highly  intelligent  and  apprehensive 

audience,  it  could  not  well  be  otherwise. 

The  lectures  of  Prof  Russell,  on  elocution  and 

training  the  voice,  were  practical  and  valuable. 

Those  of  Professors  Tenney  and  Slocum  were  spirited 

and  scientific.  Mr.  Northrop  is  always  earnest  and 

interesting.  Dr.  Hamlin  gave  us  a  full  and  graphic 

account  of  the  government  and  educational  system 

of  Turkey,  speaking  incidentally  of  the  great  improve- 
ments introduced  by  the  missionaries ;  these  being 

matters  which  he  had  seen,  and  heard,  and  felt,  his 

facts  and  descriptions  were  highly  relished  by  the 

great  company  which  gathered  there  to  hear  him. 

Nothing,  however,  seemed  to  wake  up  the  heart  of 

the  whole  assembly,  more  than  the  patriotic  and 

liberty-loving  sentiments  casually  introduced,  and 

especially  by  Hon.  H.  K.  Oliver,  in  the  closing  ad- 
dress. 

Is  it  not  a  little  remarkable,  that,  at  that  very 

moment,  the  great  rebellion  was  breaking  out  in  the 

bombardment  and  burning  of  Fort  Sumpter  ?  Nor 

was  it  a  less  interesting  fact,  to  this  town  at  least, 

that  in  this  same  hall,  where  so  peacefully  we  had 

been,  day  after  day,  listening  to  words  of  wisdom  from 

the  lips  of  men  whom  we  love  and  delight  to  honor  — 
there  should  be,  on  Monday,  April  15th,  a  hasty 

assembling  of  our  brave  Co.  E,  with  their  strong 

hearts  and  ready  arms,  in  answer  to  the  call  of  the 

President  for  men  to  defend  the  capital.    Their  part- 
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ing  words^  their  passage  through  Baltimore^  their 

reception  at  Washington,  their  occupation  of  the 

Senate  Chamber;,  and  all  their  doings  in  the  three 

months'  service,  are  they  not  all  written  in  our  hearts 
as  well  as  in  the  chronicles  of  the  day  1 

This  we  may  safely  say;  they  assembled  with 

alacrity,  marched  bravely,  even  through  bloody  Bal- 

timore, to  the  defence  of  the  capital  and  the  govern- 

ment, performed  faithfully  every  duty,  returned  in 

safety,  and  were  received  with  joy  by  a  great  assem- 

blage of  people  from  all  the  country. 

We  write  these  facts  here  not  merely  to  make 

record  of  them,  but  to  note  their  influence  and  signi- 
ficance. 

We  are  certain  the  Institute  had  a  very  good  effect 

on  all  our  teachers,  enlarging  their  store  of  knowledge, 

giving  them  new  ideas,  new  or  improved  methods  of 

teaching,  and  more  just  and  correct  impressions  of 

the  important  work  they  are  called  on  to  perform. 

The  people  generally,  too,  weref  interested,  and 

their  minds  and  hearts  more  thoroughly  enlisted  in 
the  cause  of  common  school  education  than  ever. 

Nor  was  the  call  made  on  their  liberality  without  its 

good  influence.  We  all  found  it  simple  truth  that  it 

is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.  The  only 

complaint  we  heard  was  that  there  were  no  more  to 
entertain  and  the  time  so  short. 

Then  what  are  we  to  learn  from  this  loud  call  our 

country  makes  to  us  for  defenders  in  this  day  of  her 

sore  trial  ?  Surely  this :  That  the  young  men  from 

our  common  schools  must  mainly  supply  this  great 

demand ;  that  they  not  only  make  the  best  soldiers 

the  country  ever  saw,  but  can  do  anything  else 



6 

they  set  themselves  about.  We  learn,  too,  that  while 
we  live  on  the  same  continent  with  barbarians  and 

barbarian  institutions,  we  must  be  prepared  to  defend 

the  cause  of  liberty,  not  with  argument  merely,  but 

with  strong  arms,  clear  heads,  and  brave  hearts.  It 

was  a  remark  frequently  made  by  Mr.  Woodbury, 

that  a  good  school  had  a  great  deal  of  the  military 

about  it."  So  we  think ;  and  that  our  military,  from 
the  15th  of  April  to  the  present  hour,  is  the  grand 

result  of  the  common  school.  We  fully  believe  the 

world  never  saw  an  army  rising  so  suddenly  from  the 

common  business  of  life,  in  which  promptness  of 

action,  quick  apprehension,  and  ready  obedience  and 

an  ability  to  do  anything  and  everything,  were  more 

notably  displayed  than  in  the  great  army  of  young 

men  who  have  left  our  homes  and  our  schools  to  fight 

the  battles  of  liberty. 

The  first  public  work  of  the  committee  after  organ- 

ization and  attending  the  daily  sittings  of  the  Insti- 
tute, was  the  permission  given  to  our  nine  young 

lady  teachers  to  commence  their  schools  without  the 

formalities  of  another  examination.  We  had  a  life- 

long acquaintance  with  them  all,  save  one;  knew 

well  of  all  their  former  success  in  teaching ;  had  seen 

them  constant  in  their  attendance  at  the  Institute, 

and  deeply  interested  in  all  the  exercises ;  for  these 

reasons  we  had  great  faith  in  their  willingness  and 

ability  to  perform  successfully  the  great  work  com- 
mitted to  them. 

We  considered  it  very  fortunate  that  every  one  of 

them  could  teach  music  so  far  as  required  to  render 

the  exercises  of  the  school-room  cheerful,  orderly,  and 

'
 
 I 
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lively.  We  are  happy  to  say,  that  in  our  frequent 

visits  to  the  various  schools^  we  found  our  best  hopes 

and  highest  wishes  fully  realized. 

The  teachers  were  earnest,  devoted  and  faithful ; 

scholars  generally  attentive,  diligent  and  obedient. 
With  such  a  state  success  is  certain. 

During  the  winter  term  three  of  our  nine  teachers 

were  new  men.  Two  of  them  were  [from  Tufts  Col- 

lege and  one  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth.  The  remain- 
ing six  were  the  same  as  last  year.  The  schools  were 

all  visited  by  the  committee  at  least  every  two  weeks 

in  the  spring  and  fall  terms ;  in  the  winter  term  some 

of  them  still  more  frequently.  In  all  our  visits  we  en- 
deavored to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  school  by 

encouraging  and  supporting  the  teachers  in  all  their 

arduous  labors  as  well  as  by  exciting  the  scholars  to 

make  a  great  effort  to  do  well  their  part,  both  in  their 
studies  and  their  behavior. 

We  will  present  as  briefly  as  may  be  our  view  of 
the  several  schools. 

WEST  SCHOOLS. 

Alden  Fuller,  Esq.,  Local  Committee. 

The  primary  department  was  taught  by  Miss.  C.  E. 

Mayhew,  spring,  fall  and  winter  terms.  She  is  well 

known  to  you  as  a  faithful  and  successful  teacher ; 

constantly  improving  in  her  methods  of  teaching  and 

power  of  governing  her  school.  At  the  close  of  the 

fall  term  she  was  made  the  recipient  of  a  very  pretty 

present,  showing  the  mutual  good  will  existing  in  the 
school.    Her  winter  term  exceeded  in  order  and  im- 
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provement  any  former  eflfort.  During  the  final  exami- 

nation  we  began  to  note  the  various  classes  a  ̂^good, 

etc./'  but  finally  found  that  we  must  write  them  all 

^^good"  or  ̂ ^very  good/'  which  we  were  right  glad 
to  do. 

The  higher  department  in  the  spring  and  fall  terms 

was  in  the  care  of  Miss  Sophia  S.  Harris.  In  view 

of  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  that  excellent  teacher, 

the  gentle  Miss  Hersey,  last  year,  we  were  fully  de- 
termined, that  so  far  as  in  us  lay,  there  should  be  a 

teacher  in  this  school  who  would  not  easily  be  broken 

down  in  her  government  or  her  health. 

Miss  Harris,  while  she  is  an  excellent  teacher,  is  able 

to  govern  any  school  we  have.  Her  success  in  this 

efibrt  was  very  good.  During  the  spring  term  the 

old  spirit  of  disobedience  appeared  very  often ;  was 

met  by  gentle  words  and  kind  admonitions;  these 

failing,  more  earnest  means  were  resorted  to  with 

very  positive  good  effect.  The  fall  term  was  a  per- 
fect success.  The  order,  interest  and  improvement 

of  the  whole  school  was  very  satisfactory.  The  last 

day  showed  the  work  of  the  term  in  a  very  pleasant 

manner.  Among  the  exercises  deserving  particular 

notice  were  those  of  the  first  grammar  class,  physi- 

ology and  the  various  compositions,  especially  the 

valedictory.  The  whole  affair  finally  closed  with  the 

presentation  to  the  teacher  of  some  valuable  and  ap- 

propriate presents  by  the  scholars,  tokens  of  their 

kind  regards  and  warm  good  wishes. 

The  higher  school  in  winter  was  taught  by  Mr.  A. 

C.  Fish,  of  Wisconsin.  He  came  here  with  the  best 

recommendations,  and  proved  by  his  success  that  he 

well  deserved  them.  His  government  was  efiicient, 

his  motto  being,    Do  right/'  thus  appealing  at  once 
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to  the  better  feelings  of  the  entire  school.  He  had, 

too,  a  motto  for  daily  work  and  universal  application, 

^^I  paddle  my  own  canoe;"  thus  teaching  by  the  re- 
frain of  the  old  song,  self-reliance,  the  necessity  of  a 

continual  effort  with  every  one  to  do  his  own  work 

in  order  to  strengthen  his  own  hands,  and  to  make 

vigorous,  clear,  and  capable,  his  own  mind.  The  full 

success  of  this  manner  of  teaching  was  seen  in  every 

day's  work  by  those  visiting  the  school  during  term 
time,  and  some  of  the  best  results  were  shown  to  the 

great  company  assembled  in  Kobinson's  Hall,  at  the 
close  of  school.  These  exercises  were  all  good,  and 

the  large  audience  were  well  pleased  with  the  school, 

and  with  the  teacher  especially.  Where  every  effort 

is  successful,  it  is  a  delicate  matter  to  specify. 

Among  the  declamations,  we  were  most  pleased 

with  that  of  young  Holman.  The  singing  showed 

good  taste,  both  in  selection  and  execution.  The  In- 

dependent, read  by  Miss  Huggins  and  Miss  Whitney, 

containing  the  compositions  of  the  school,  displayed 

earnest  thinking  and  good  writing. 

An  interesting  performance  was  the  public  notice 

of  those  who  had  not  been  absent  or  tardy,  or  who  were 

for  other  reasons  scholars  of  merit,  by  the  giving  to 

each  a  beautiful  book,  presented  by  the  teacher.  The 

exercises  were  pleasantly  closed  by  some  eloquent 

and  appropriate  remarks  by  the  teacher,  and  a  part- 

ing song  by  the  school. 

2 
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SOUTH  SCHOOLS. 

Emerson  F.  Fuller,  Local  Committee. 

The  Primary  School  for  the  year  was  taught  by 

Miss  L.  C.  Faulkner.  She  is  one  of  our  very  best 
teachers.  Those  who  wish  to  know  her  real  worth 

must  see  her,  as  we  have,  moving  around  in  her  school^ 

a  guardian  angel;  ever  faithful  and  always  correct  in 

all  her  teachings,  giving  her  heart  and  soul  for  the 

good  of  the  school,  and  so  becoming  life  and  soul  to 

them  all.  Her  effort  has  been  a  daily  success  in  each 

of  the  three  terms.  It  was  always  pleasant,  when 

wearied  or  discouraged,  to  drop  into  this  school ;  it 

makes  life  look  all  fresh  again. 
The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  was 

a  great  day  with  the  school  and  the  crowd  of  inter- 
ested visitors  who  filled  the  school-room.  The  lessons 

in  arithmetic  and  geography,  and  the  reading  and 

spelling,  were  excellent ;  the  speaking  and  singing 
select  and  well  done. 

The  winter  term,  however,  was  the  crowning  effort. 

The  order,  progress,  and  general  character  of  the 

school,  was  all  that  we  could  ask. 

At  the  examination  every  effort  was  successful. 

The  reading,  recitations  in  geography,  arithmetic, 

and  grammar,  would  have  been  called  good  any- 

where ;  while  the  speaking  and  singing  showed  good 

taste,  correct  teaching,  and  long  and  patient  practice. 

The  higher  school  was  placed  in  care  of  Miss  M. 

C.  Harris.  She  is  well  known  in  town  as  a  teacher, 

having  had  charge  of  five  of  our  schools,  and  has 

made  teaching  a  business  for  some  years.  It  is  no 

mean  praise  to  say  that  Miss  H.  was  able  to  keep  the 
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school  up  to  the  high  rank  at  which  it  has  stood  un- 
der former  teachers. 

The  school  is  large^  and  numbers  among  its  mem- 
bers many  excellent  scholars,  who  are  striving  to  fit 

themselves  for  stations  of  usefulness  in  future  life. 

Such  scholars  have  a  happy  influence  on  their  associ- 

ates, giving  tone  and  character  to  all  around  them. 

This  school,  like  every  other  in  town,  partook  largely 

of  the  spirit  of  the  times.  Marching  and  running, 

military  exercise  and  martial  music  banished  entirely 

the  bat  and  ball  and  every  other  boyish  play.  We 

were  glad  to  see  more  training  of  muscle,  strengthen- 
ing of  bone,  connected  with  our  schools ;  for  on  health 

and  strength,  and  good  development  of  body,  depend 

in  a  great  degree  all  our  mental  power  and  usefulness. 

When  the  true  and  proper  use  of  bodily  exercise  is 

better  understood  and  practised,  then  we  may  confi- 

dently look  for  the  perfection  of  health  and  vigor, 

both  of  body  and  mind. 

The  examination  was  a  pleasant  affair.  The  read- 

ing, exercises  in  arithmetic  and  grammar,  and  the 

recitation  in  history,  were  all  very  good.  Speaking 

of  select  pieces,  and  the  singing,  showed  skill,  taste, 

and  tenderness,  especially  in  allusion  to  those  "  not 

lost,  but  gone  before." 
The  higher  department,  in  winter,  was  placed  in 

charge  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Nash,  of  Tufts  College.  We  were 

well  pleased  with  this  young  man,  and  were  always 

happy  to  witness  his  energy,  spirit,  and  kindness,  in 

school,  as  well  as  the  loving,  obedient,  and  respectful 

manner  of  all  the  larger  portion  of  the  scholars.  This 

teacher  labored  faithfully  and  perseveringly,  not  mere- 

ly during  school  hours,  but  at  all  times  where  he  could 
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aid  in  the  progress  and  increase  the  interest  of  his 

pupils  in  the  business  before  them;  holding  weekly 

meetings  for  spelling,  speaking,  reading,  and  correct- 

ing compositions,  etc. 

The  examination  was  an  honest  display  of  the  exact 
state  of  the  school.  While  there  was  an  abundance 

of  blundering  among  the  smaller  scholars,  the  larger 

divisions  appeared  remarkably  well.  Classes  in  read- 

ing, grammar,  and  philosophy,  merit  distinct  and  ap*- 
proving  notice.  Some  of  the  declamations  were  good. 

The  compositions  read  by  the  writers  were  short  and 

pithy,  full  of  good  thoughts,  well  expressed  and  evi- 

dently original,  speaking  clearly  and  earnestly  on  sub- 
jects in  which  the  writers  were  personally  interested. 

The  closing  performance  was  the  presentation  to 

the  teacher  of  a  heavy  gold  pencil,  by  Miss  Minerva 

Shattuck,  in  behalf  of  the  school.  It  was  a  tasteful 

and  significant  gift,  speaking  clearly  of  the  thought- 
ful love  of  the  school  for  a  kind  and  faithful  teacher. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

James  Keyes,  Jr.,  Local  Committee. 

Mr.  Keyes  placed  Miss  M.  J.  Harris  in  this  school 

for  the  spring  and  fall  terms.  She  is  a  teacher  of 

good  experience,  has  always  been  successful  in  her 

schools,  both  in  her  government  and  instruction. 

This  is  a  small  school,  and  one  in  which  it  is  difficult 

to  maintain  that  life  and  spirit  so  absolutely  neces- 

sary to  great  success.  There  were  some  very  prom- 
ising scholars  in  school,  and  for  the  comfort  of  the 

teacher  and  the  good  of  the  school,  we  were  very  glad 
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there  were.  The  teacher's  work  is  sufficiently  diffi- 
cult and  trying  with  good  material ;  without  it,  no 

one  can  know  a  teacher's  discouragement  and  anxiety 
but  by  making  the  experiment.  Miss  H.  labored 

constantly,  faithfully,  and  with  good  success ;  for,  as 

we  have  often  had  occasion  to  say,  success  in  school 

is  the  result  of  labor,  persistent  and  well-directed 

labor.  Our  great  regret  in  connection  with  this 

school  was,  that  there  were  no  more  partakers  of  its 
benefits. 

The  winter  school  was  taught  by  Mr.  Peck,  the 

teacher  of  last  year.  He  is  everything  in  school 

but  just  master ;  pleasant  and  polite  in  his  manner ; 

clear,  methodical,  and  correct  in  all  his  teachings,  his 

success  would  have  been  great  and  certain  but  for  this 
one  defect.  We  believe  it  was  not  because  he  did  not 

possess  the  power  of  government,  but  that  he  did  not 

fully  realize  the  necessity  for  using  it.  There  are 

many  good  scholars  in  this  district,  and  while  they 

must  have  been  annoyed  by  the  easy  state  of  things 

around|them,  performed  their  parts  exceedingly  well. 

The  class  in  the  higher  arithmetic  and  in  grammar 

made  good  progress.  The  compositions  were  well 
written  and  well  read. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

William  A.  Wilde,  Committee, 

Miss  Nellie  J.  Fletcher,  of  this  district,  was  em- 

ployed to  teach  this  school.  Her  success  in  her  efforts 

last  year  gave  promise  of  a  good  school  this  season. 
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The  school  always  appeared  well  when  visited  was 

quiet,  orderly,  and  studious.  Under  the  gentle  but 

effective  rule  of  this  teacher,  everything  seemed  to 

move  on  day  by  day  smoothly  and  happily.  There 

was  no  dash  or  display,  but  a  steady  and  regular 

effort  to  accomplish  the  true  mission  of  the  school. 

The  order,  improvement,  and  general  character  of  the 

school  were  very  commendable.  The  examination 

was  well  attended  by  parents  and  others,  and  gave, 

at  a  glance,  the  pleasant  result  of  a  happy  school. 

We  noticed  especially  the  reading  and  grammar,  the 

singing  and  compositions.  In  both  these  last  exer- 
cises, one  who  had  suddenly  left  them,  with  the  dew 

of  his  childhood  yet  fresh  upon  him,  was  tenderly 
remembered. 

The  winter  term  was  commenced  by  Mr.  Wiggin, 

a  graduate  of  Dartmouth.  We  were  well  pleased 

with  his  manner  of  managing  a  school,  with  the  thor- 

oughness and  precision  of  his  instructions,  and  we 

think  it  is  equally  true  that  the  school  all  hold  him 

in  high  esteem  for  his  efforts  among  them.  We  had 

the  most  pleasant  anticipations  of  his  entire  success. 

Indeed  we  expected  this  school  would  stand  far  higher 

than  ever,  and  equal  if  not  exceed  the  best  in  town. 

But  in  week  the  teacher  vanished,  and  the 

school  came  to  a  sudden  and  untimely  end. 

CENTEE  SCHOOLS. 

The  higher  department  of  the  spring  and  fall  terms 

was  placed  in  care  of  Miss  S.  A.  Dole.  She  is  weU 

and  favorably  known  as  a  teacher  in  this  district. 

She  entered  the  school  with  spirit  and  hope;  pursued 
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her  course  earnestly  and  faithfully;  and  though  she 

did  not  give  perfect  satisfaction  to  every  one,  deserves 

much  praise  for  her  long-continued  labor  and  well- 
directed  efforts  in  her  school. 

The  final  examination  was  very  pleasant,  showing 

good  improvement  in  all  the  various  studies  pursued 

during  the  term;  satisfying  the  large  company  of 

visitors  that  this  had  been  a  happy  and  prosperous 
school. 

The  Primary  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara 

Wetherbee  during  the  year. 

She  has  the  very  desirable  power  of  maintaining 

order  among  her  little  folks,  and  at  the  same  time 

keeping  wide  awake  their  interest  in  the  real  business 

before  them.  This  faculty  of  pleasant  government 

and  its  good  results  were  the  most  notable  features 
of  the  school. 

The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  was 

largely  attended  by  parents  and  friends,  who  wit- 

nessed the  performances  of  the  school  with  great  in- 

terest and  hearty  approval. 

The  winter  term  was  a  happy  repetition  of  her 

former  efforts.  The  same  cheerful  energy,  patient 

labor,  and  constant  effort,  which  gave  character  to 

the  summer  terms,  were  here  seen  every  day.  Good 

order  and  general  improvement  were  quite  commend- 
able. We  notice  in  particular  the  grammar  class,  the 

recitations  and  the  singing.  The  greatest  satisfaction 

was  felt  and  expressed  by  visitors  most  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  school. 

The  higher  department  of  the  winter  school  was 

placed  in  care  of  L.  Conant,  Jr.,  the  efficient  teacher 

of  last  year.    We  have  had  occasion  to  say  many 
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good  things  of  this  teacher,  and  could  say  still  more, 

were  any  words  of  ours  needful  to  inform  the  town 
of  the  manifold  labors  and  abundant  success  of  this 

our  highly  favored  citizen.  His  history  is  written  in 

something  better  and  more  enduring  than  a  school 

report  —  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  grateful  pupils 
and  thankful  parents. 

For  these  many  years  he  has  done  in  our  schools 

important  and  enduring  labor.  The  government  and 

instruction  in  this  school  were  of  the  most  correct, 

energetic,  and  efficient  character.  No  error  or  mis- 

take, however  slight,  was  suffered  to  pass  yithout  due 
notice  by  the  teacher.  He  went  on  the  great  fact, 

that  all  scholars,  the  moment  they  enter  the  school 

expect  to  be  governed,  and  if  need  be,  punished ;  they 

expect,  too,  to  be  required  to  do  their  whole  duty  in 

regard  to  study  as  well  as  behavior.  E-ven  good 

scholars  need  looking  after.  Franklin  says,  "  The  eye 

of  the  master  doth  more  work  than  both  his  hands." 

This  is  a  general  fact,  and  as  applicable  to  the  school- 
room as  to  the  workshop  or  the  farm.  The  teacher 

who  fails  to  understand  the  demands  of  the  times  in 

regard  to  the  maintenance  of  vigorous  discipline,  will 

find  that  he  is  rapidly  losing  the  love  and  respect  of 

his  school  and  community,  while  all  he  will  gain  will 

be  their  pity  or  their  contempt. 

We  introduce  here,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do 

not  visit  the  schools,  the  work  of  a  single  day  and  of 

every  day  in  Mr.  Conant's  school. 

DAILY  ORDER  OF  EXERCISES  IN  THE  CENTRE  SCHOOL, 
Winter  Term. 

Reading  in  Testament,  two  verses  read  by  each  scholar. 
Second  Class  in  Written  Arithmetic. 
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Second  Class  in  Reading  and  Spelling. 
Third  Class  in  Reading  and  Spelling. 

RECESS. 

Fourth  Class  in  Reading  and  Spelling. 
Class  in  History  of  United  States. 

Class  in  Elements  of  Grammar  and  Analysis. 
First  Class  in  Grammar. 

Second  Class  in  Analysis  and  Parsing. 

AFTERNOON. 

First  Class  in  Analysis. 
First  Class  in  Reading  and  Spelling. 
Second  Class  in  Primary  Geography. 
First  Class  in  Primary  Geography. 

Class  in  Grammar  School  Geography. 
RECESS. 

Class  in  Algebra. 
Class  in  Primary  Arithmetic. 

Second  Class  in  Mental  Arithmetic.  - 
First  Class  in  Mental  Arithmetic. 
Third  Class  in  Written  Arithmetic. 
First  Class  in  Written  Arithmetic. 

(This  recitation  was  usually  heard  after  school  hours.) 

It  will  be  seen  in  a  moment  that  here  is  work  to 

thing  from  morning  till  night  went  on  like  clock- 

work. No  sooner  was  one  class  retiring  from  recita- 

tions, than  the  next  would  be  seen  advancing  lightly 

and  actively  to  take  their  places.  There  was  no  aim- 

less talk,  but  every  word  of  the  teacher  went  straight 

to  the  point.  In  reading,  errors  of  pronunciation, 

accent,  or  inflection,  were  instantly  and  sharply  cor- 

rected. Errors  in  grammar  were  not  overlooked; 

double  negatives,  disagreement  of  the  verb  with  its 

nominative,  and  the  use  of  "done"  for  did,  received 
especial  attention. 

3 
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The  examination,  though  it  happened  on  a  most 

inclement  day,  called  out  as  many  visitors  as  the 

house  would  hold.  The  whole  company  were  highly 

gratified  by  the  thoroughness  with  which  everything 

was  done.  Every  class  and  every  scholar  appeared 

before  us,  all  striving  in  real  earnest  to  do  their  best ; 

and  we  are  glad  to  say  they  all  did  well  and  most  of 

them  very  well.  Good  progress  was  made  in  all  the 

studies  pursued ;  in  reading,  spelling,  and  grammar, 

the  improvement  was  most  marked  and  satisfactory. 

The  school,  take  it  altogether,  was  one  of  unusual 

excellence,  and  teacher  and  scholars  merited  and 

received  the  highest  commendation. 

The  scholars  themselves  got  up  some  pretty  songs 

and  some  very  appropriate  declamations,  which  gave 

a  pleasant  variety  to  the  examination ;  but  the  main 

labor  of  the  teacher — and  it  was  very  great — was 
spent  on  the  common  and  useful  branches  of  an  every 

day  education. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

James  E.  Billings,  Local  Committee, 

Miss  Susan  A.  Davis  has  had  the  charge  of  this 

school  for  some  years.  She  has  established  a  character 

for  faithfulness,  energy,  and  enduring  patience,  of  the 

most  desirable  order.  Few  teachers  are  so  generally 

loved  and  trusted  both  by  parents  and  scholars. 

When  a  teacher  is  seen  every  day  performing  her 

important  duties  with  an  abiding  feeling  of  responsi- 

bility, not  to  her  employers  merely,  but  to  the  higher 
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powers  as  well,  every  one  bestows  on  her  their  respect 

and  confidence.  A  teacher  having  this  manifest  ap- 

proval of  the  people  and  of  her  own  heart,  is  in  a 

condition  which  enables  her  to  do  great  service  in 

her  school,  both  to  mind  and  body,  morals  and  man- 
ners of  her  pupils. 

This  work  was  done,  and  well  done,  by  this  teacher. 

The  whole  course  of  the  school,  and  especially  the  fall 

examination,  showed  excellent  progress  in  study  and 

development  of  mind,  which  were  very  pleasing  to  a 

large  company  of  visitors. 

The  winter  term  opened  with  this  teacher  at  her 

post  of  duty,  as  ready  and  fresh  for  her  work  as  if 

this  were  her  first  efibrt.  She  managed  her  large 

school  with  care  and  prudence,  and  at  the  time  with 

a,  decision  and  energy  which  never  faltered.  The 

results,  as  we  saw  them  every  few  days,  were  of  the 

most  pleasant  character. 

The  school  was  respectful,  orderly,  and  studious, 

deserving  the  approbation  of  the  committee  and  the 
thanks  of  the  district. 

The  examination  was  very  fully  attended.  Parents 

^nd  other  visitors  were  much  pleased  with  the  exer- 

cises, the  order  and  good  appearance  of  the  pupils. 

Indeed  they  might  well  be  proud  of  their  school. 

Thoroughly  interested  parents  cooperating  with  an 

efficient  and  devoted  teacher  will  make  a  good  school, 

even  in  a  small,  old,  and  inconvenient  house.  This 

school  was  never  in  a  better  state  than  at  the  present 

moment,  which,  considering  its  uniform  good  standing 

for  many  years,  we  consider  high  praise  of  this  young 

lady  teacher,  and  yet  no  more  than  she  richly  deserves. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  the  town  a  very 
brief  account  of  the  several  schools. 
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Of  our  own  doings  we  shall  say  but  little.  They 

are  already  recorded.  Our  aim  has  ever  been  to  sup- 

port and  encourage  the  teachers ;  to  give  all  proper 

and  needful  aid  in  government  and  in  all  their  efforts 

to  keep  the  school  in  good  working  order,  leaving 

details  and  execution  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 

person  in  charge.  We  have  always  ventured  earnest- 

ly to  suggest  the  great  propriety  of  teaching  the  use- 
ful rather  than  ornamental,  the  common  rather  than 

the  higher  studies,  and  of  these  we  have  more  partic- 
ularly insisted  on  the  most  systematic  and  thorough 

training  in  reading,  spelling,  and  practical  grammar. 

A  perfect  acquaintance  with  these  is  absolutely  nec- 
essary, even  to  a  decent  education. 

The  proposition  to  have  a  new  school-house  in  the 
West  District  has  been  warmly  advocated.  There  are 

some  objections.  If  we  build  a  new  house  there,  we 

must  do  the  same  thing  at  the  South  and  in  the  Centre, 
for  the  accomodations  are  about  the  same  at  each 

place  y  and  more  than  this,  if  a  change  of  house  is 

really  needed  in  any  district,  it  is  in  the  East.  Their 

house  is  more  worn,  smaller  and  more  inconvenient* 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars  than  any 

other  in  town ;  and  finally,  with  our  resources  very 

much  diminished  and  our  expenses  heavily  increased 

by  this  grievous  war,  it  seems  to  us  very  desirable  no 

outlays  of  money,  except  those  which  are  called  for 

by  absolute  necessity,  should  be  made  at  least  for  the 

present. 

The  school-houses  should  be  kept  in  good  repair, 
and  made  as  comfortable  as  possible.  This  is  good 

economy  and  good  policy.    The  better  the  condition 
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of  our  houses  are  the  less  will  they  be  abused  and 

defaced.  The  more  comfortable  and  healthful  they 

are,  so  much  the  more  can  be  done  in  study  and  vig- 
orous thinking ;  for  earnest  and  profitable  study  can 

well  be  done  only  when  the  laws  of  health  are  per- 

fectly obeyed. 

If  it  is  not  thought  too  great  an  outlay  in  these 

hard  times  we  would  earnestly  suggest  the  propriety 

of  discarding  at  once  the  old  box  stoves and  sub- 

stituting Chilson's  cast  iron  ventilating  stove.  We 
advocate  this  all  the  more  readily  because  we  have 

had  for  some  years  on  most  of  our  houses  half  a  ven- 

tilator; the  upper  and  more  expensive  half,  but  no 

provision  for  admitting  pure  vital  air  from  the  abun- 
dant supply  in  the  outer  world.  It  will  be  seen  at 

once  that  our  ventilators  have  been  about  as  useful' as 

an  old  bachelor  or  half  a  pair  of  scissors ;  we  hope  the 

town  will  think  best  to  add  the  other  half,  making  the 

whole  affair  healthful  and  perfect. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  that  State  aid  may  fail 

us  in  these  war  times,  we  hope  the  town  will  do  their 

best  in  providing  the  means  of  carrying  on  our 

schools  the  coming  year ;  for  although  it  is  a  time  of 

trial  and  suffering,  it  is  no  time  to  abate  our  interest 
in  the  cause  of  universal  education.  It  is  no  time  to 

cripple  the  energies  and  diminish  the  usefulness  of 

the  schools  for  the  whole  people.  If  they  ever  need- 

ed it,  they  especially  need  fostering  now,  while  the 

attention  and  the  heart  of  the  people  are  absorbed 
in  other  matters. 

Present  welfare  and  the  future  honor  of  our  town 

depend  in  great  measure  on  the  success  of  our  efforts 

in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
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Inasmuch  as  the  present  rebellion,  which  shakes 

the  country  to  its  deep  foundations,  is  the  offspring 

of  ignorance  and  wickedness,  it  must  be  met  and 

overcome  by  intelligence  and  virtue. 

We  feel  certain  the  town  will  forgive  our  frequent 

allusions  to  the  war  now  raging,  when  they  remem- 

ber that  all  we  see,  or  hear,  or  read,  speaks  to  us  of 

its  sad  work  ;  warning  us  with  an  earnest  voice  to  be 

ready  for  any  and  every  emergency ;  especially  when 

we  miss  so  many  familiar  faces  from  almost  every 

school,  and  feel  that  even  now  they  may  be  engaged 

in  the  deadly  strife  of  battle.  We  could  never  be 

reconciled  to  this  state  of  things  were  it  not  for 

the  bright  hope  that  universal  freedom  is  to  be  the 

grand  and  final  result. 

HARRIS  COWDREY, 

For  the  Oommittee, 
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EXPENSES  OF  THE  SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

South  Acton,  Feb.  21,  1862. 

Amount  received  from  Town  Treasurer,  $370  84 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year,  6  18 

$377  02 SPRING  TERM. 

Miss  Martha  Harris,  10  wks.,  at  $4  75  per  wk.,  $47  50 

"    Charlotte  C.  Faulkner  9  weeks,  at  $4  00,  36  00 

FALL  TERM. 

"    Martha  Harris,  10  weeks,  $4  75,  47  50 

"    Charlotte  C.  Faulkner,  10  weeks,  $4  00,    40  00 

WINTER  TERM. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Nash,  11  weeks,  at  $10  00  per  week,  110  00 

Miss  Charlotte  C.  Faulkner,  11  weeks,  $4  75,    52  25 

$333  25 

Paid  for  wood,  28  13 

"      building  fires  and  sweeping  house,  3  00 

"      washing  house,  1  35 

"      2  chairs,  2  brooms,  1  50 

"      lock,  pails,  and  chalk,  1  15 

"      team  to  town,  50 

$377  02      $368  88 
368  88 

Balance  due  the  District,       $8  14 

E.  Fuller. 
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CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $370  85 

Received  of  J.  Blodget,  90 

$371  75 Paid  for  wood,  23  00 

"      Clara  Wetherbee,  teaching  20  weeks,  75  00 

S.  A.  Dole,  "       20     "      92  50 
L.  Conant,  Jr.,  12  weeks,  winter  term,  120  00 

"      Clara  Wetherbee,  winter  term,  48  00 

"      care  of  the  house,  building  fires,  etc.,    6  78 

$365  28 Balance  in  my  hands,         $6  47 

Harris  Cowdeey. 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

March  15,  1862. 

Length  of  School,  Summer  and  Fall,  each  12  weeks. 

"      "      "     Winter,        11  weeks  and  4  days. 

Money  left  over  last  year,  $20  96 

Received  from  Town,  220  00 

$240  96 

Paid  Teachers'  Salary,  226  19 
"    for  wood,  8  50 

Making  fires,  3  00 

Cleaning  house,  1  12 

Repairs  on  house,  chalk,  dipper,  and  broom,       1  55 

$240  36 Leaving  a  balance  of  60  cents  over. 

W.  A.  Wilde. 
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EAST  SCHOOL. 

Paid  Miss  S.  A.  Davis,  Spring  Term,  10  wks., 

$4  75, 

$47  50 "    Miss  S.  A.  Davis,  Fall  Term,  13  weeks. 
$4  75, 

61  75 
Ik  IT*                       A       "1~V            •         TXT*        I             m  t 
Miss  S.  A.  Davis,  Winter  Term,  16  wks., 

$6  50, 104  00 

For  wood. 23  05 

"  building  fire. 
2  00 

washing  house, 1  25 

"  window  curtains, 
in 

broom, 30 

"  pan. 

20 

cnaiK, 

"  2  dippers, 
10 

"  glass  and  setting, 
60 

repairing  lock  and  key, 50 

$242  56 

Beceived  of  the  Town, 

$220  00 
Balance  in  Committee's  hands  last  year. 

29  94 

249  94 
242  56 

Balance  in  Committee's  hands. 7  38 
James  E.  Billings. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, 

July  13,  1862. 

$370  85 
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SPRING  TERM. 

Paid  Miss  Sophia  Harris,  for  10  weeks,  at 

$5  00,  $50  00 

"    Miss  Mayhew,  for  10  weeks,  at  $4  00,  40  00 

FALL  TERM. 

"    Miss  Harris,  for  10  weeks,  at  $5  00,  $50  00 

"    Miss  Mayhew,  for  10  weeks,  at  $4  00,  40  00 

WINTER  TERM. 

"    A.  C.  Fish,  for  11  weeks  at  $10  00,  $110  00 

"    Miss  Mayhew,  for  11  weeks  at  $4  50,  49  50 

"    Isaac  Eeed,  for  wood,  16  75 

"    for  making  fires,  4  00 

"    for  chalk,  25 

"    for  washing  floors,  1  50 

"    for  3  tin  dippers,  36 

"    for  5  brooms,  1  25 

$363  61 Leaving  in  my  hands,  7  24 
Alden  Fuller. 

NOETH  DISTRICT. 

Appropriation,  $220  03 

Paid  for  2  1-2  cords  wood,  11  25 

"    for  sawing         "  2  81 
"    Jennie  M.  Harris,  for  18  weeks,  81  00 

"    L.  V.  N.  Peck,  for  3  months,  120  00 

"    for  building  fires,  2  00 

217  06  $217  06 

Balance, 

$2  97 James  Keyes,  Committee, 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOE  1861-62. 
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SPRING. 

Centre, 

West, 

South, 
East, 
S.  East, 
North, 

1 

1 

] 

S.  Augusta  Dole, 
Clara  Wetherbee, 
Sophia  Harris, 
Carrie  E.  Mayhew, 
Martha  C.  Harris, 

^  Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 
S.  Augusta  Davis, 
Nellie  J.  Fletcher, 
Jennie  M.  Harris, 

2^ 

H 

O  1 
H 
3 

2h 

$19.00 
15.00 
20.00 
16.00 19.00 
16.00 
19.00 
18.00 
19.00 

$47.50 
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50.00 
40.00 
47.50 
36.00 
61.75 
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36 37 

36 46 

49 46 
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FALL. 
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iN  on  XI, 
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'  S.  Augusta  Dole, 
Clara  Wetherbee, 
Sophia  Harris, 
Carrie  E.  Mayhew, 
Martha  C.  Harris, 
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Jennie  M.  Harris, 

2h 2^ 
2h 2h 2i 
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53 

47 
47 

38 40 

31 

28 
35 

31 

47 

39 
37 

32 
36 
25 

3 
0 
1 
0 
2 
0 
1 
1 
1 

0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
4 
3 
0 
3 

40 

50 

50 
40 

50 25 
20 

9 
8 
4 
5 
5 

12 
1 
6 
6 22i 

$160.00 $399.50 

366 310 9 16 
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S  East 
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52 

37 

39 
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46 

32 
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18 

0 
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284 
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'WINTER  PRIMARY. 
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South, 
West, 

Clara  Wetherbee, 
Lottie  E.  Faulkner, 
Carrie  E.  Mayhcw, 

3 

21 21 

16.00 
18.00 
18.00 $48.00 
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49,50 

41 
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49 
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44 
40 0 
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60 80 

5 
7 
9 

sh 

$52.00 $147.10 
142120 



TO¥I  CLEM'S  EEPORT. 

In  obedience  to  a  vote  of  the  town,  the  following 

report  is  subjoined.  It  will  be  seen  that  all  the 

details  which  by  law  are  required  to  be  collected  and 

recorded  by  the  Town  Clerk,  have  not  been  given. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  improper  to  do  so. 

Such  items  as  are  of  general  interest,  it  is  believed, 

will  be  found  embodied  therein.  In  this  connection, 

the  attention  of  those  upon  whom  the  responsibility 

rests,  is  called  to  the  importance  of  having  as  full  and 

perfect  returns  of  all  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages, 

that  occur  in  town,  as  possible,  that  our  records  may 

be  reliable  and  complete. 

Persons  noticing  any  errors  or  omissions,  will  con- 

fer a  favor  by  giving  notice  thereof  to  the  Clerk. 

BIRTHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1861. 

A  son  to  Orra  and  Catherine  Boncey. 

Carrie  Etta,  daughter  of  Aaron  C.  and  Harriet 
Handley. 

Carrie  Evelyn,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Mary 
Fletcher. 

Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  A. 
Phillips. 

Daniel,  son  of  Dennis  and  Betsey  Shehan. 

Cora,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Sarah  Bouil- 
lard. 

Jan'y  7,— "  9, 

"  11, 

16, 

«  21, 
"  31, 
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Feb.    16,     Albert  L.  Brooks,  son  of  Henry  and  Harriet  E. 
Brooks. 

18,     Charles  Ellis,  son  of  Charles  and  Percis  P.  Eob- 
inson. 

"     25,     Albert  P.,  son  of  Simon  and  Nancy  D.  Robbins. 

"     26,     A  son  to  Andrew  and  Eliza  Hapgood. 
Mar.  16,     Lottie  Evelina,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Caro- 

line M.  Handley. 

"     17,     Harry  Y.,  son  of  Varnum  and  Sarah  L.  Tuttle. 
"     18,     In  Townsend,  Geo.  P.,  son  of  Varnum  B.  and 

D.  Elizabeth  Mead. 

Edgar  Henry,  son  of  Enoch  and  Emeline  Hall. 

Milton  Lewis,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Tay- 
lor. 

12,     Usher  Jones,  son  of  Francis  and  Charlotte  L. 
Brown. 

29,     A  son  to  Reuben  and  Lydia  Green. 

May     4,     Loretta  Tuttle,  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Emma 
E.  Hosmer. 

"      5,     Fred  Augustus,  son  of  Augustus  and  Carrie  A. 
Hosmer. 

5,     Charles  Eddy,  son  of  George  "W.  and  Caroline B.  Bradford. 

16,     James  William,  son  of  James  and  Joanna  Ogle. 

22,     David  Thomas,  son  of  Richard  and  Eliza  Kins- 
ley. 

June  15,     John,  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Mur- 

phy. 
"     17,     Pierce,  son  of  John  and  Eliza  Powers. 

July  17,     Mary,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Ellen  Phalen. 

"    25,     George  Leonard,  son  of  David  W.  and  Harriet 
Hosmer. 

"     26,     Cordelia  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joel  F.  and 
Sarah  E.  Haywood. 

Aug.    7,     Michael,  son  of  John  and  Julia  McCarthy. 

"     13,     Mary  Helen,  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret 
Todd. 
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Aug.  25,     Frank  Ellsworth,  son  of  George  M.  and  Char- 
lotte Maria  Pike. 

Sept.  17,     Ellen  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Martin  B.  and  Hen- 
rietta Moore. 

IT,     A  son  to  Henry  and  Adeline  Haynes. 

"     17,     Mary  Spaulding,  daughter  of  Elisha  H.  and 
Mary  E.  Cutler. 

Oct.     8,     A  son  to  Gilbert  T.  and  Sarah  A.  Webber. 

26,     Albert,  son  of  Thomas  and  Maria  Eussell. 

Nov.    1,     Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann 
Dane. 

"      9,     Harriet  Eliza,  daughter  of  John  and  Laura  A. 
Johnston. 

16,     Rosanna,  daughter  of  Marian  and  Rosa  Miner. 

Dec.     4,     Bernard,  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  Harring- 
ton. 

25  males,  and  14  females. 
Total  39. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  1861. 

Date  of  Marriage  Names  of  the  Parties. 

1.  Jan.  20  —  William  E.  Newton  of   Marlborough,  and 
Nellie  A.  Wheeler  of  Acton. 

2.  Feb.  13  —  Elias  E.  Haynes  and  Abby  E.  Wright,  both 
of  Concord. 

3.  Feb.  21  —  Asaph  Parlin,  Jr.,  and  Candace  M.  Pike,  both 
of  Acton. 

4.  Feb.  24  —  Joseph  F.  Carr  of  Acton,  and  Emerline  M. 
Pierce  of  Jaffrey,  N.  H. 

5.  April  7  —  T.  Frederick  Noyes  and  Sarah  C.  Livermore, 
both  of  Acton. 

6.  May  2  —  William  E.  Stearns  and  Carrie  E.  Lothrop, 
both  of  Acton. 

7.  May  8  —  James  Miller  of  Sutton,   C.  E.,  and  Ann 
Maria  Craven  of  Sudbury. 

r 
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8.  May  24 — Winthrop  E.  Wood  and  Lydia  Ann  Bruce, 
both  of  Acton. 

9.  June  19  — James  L.  Parker  of  Acton,  and  Frances  Em- 
eline  Goding  of  Sudbury. 

10.  July  S  —  Calvin  Cummings  and  Eliza  A.  Brown,  both 
of  Acton. 

11.  Aug.  2 — Gustavus  D.  Pike  of  Topsfield,  and  Sarah 
Jane  Tuttle  of  Acton. 

12.  Aug,  22 — George  A.  Faxon  and  Minnie  C.  Ingalls,both 
of  Boston. 

13.  Sept.  1  —  Samuel  Patch,  Jr.,  of  "Weston,  and  Elizabeth 
Jane  Noyes  of  Concord. 

14.  Oct.  11  —  David  W.  Hapgood  of  Boston,  and  Ann  M. 
Stockwell  of  Acton. 

15.  Oct.  13  —  Albert  T.  Edmonds  and  Sarah  A.  Sawyer, 
both  of  Acton. 

16.  Oct.  20  —  Daniel  F.  Tarbell  of  Acton,  and  Georgiana 
Saunders  of  Sudbury. 

17.  Nov.  7  —  Levi  Wetherbee  and  Mrs.  Abigail  Chafiin, 
both  of  Acton. 

18.  Dec.  3  —  Solomon  Fletcher  of  Groton,  and  Mary  Sophia 
Phillips  of  Acton. 

19.  Dec.  8  —  Charles  H.  Tuttle  of  Boston,  and  Loretta 
Tuttle  of  Acton. 

DEATHS  IN  1861. 
Date  of  Death. 

J an'y  2  —  Mrs.  Eunice  Conant,  wife  of  Abraham  Conant, 
Esq.,  aged  67  years. 

Feb'y  16  —  Hattie  Skinner,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
Skinner,  aged  5  years. 

"    17  —  Aaron,  son  of  Charles  and  Ann  Wheeler,  aged 
2  years  2  months. 

"    22  —  Dolly  Smith,  widow  of  Ebenezer  Smith,  aged  90 

years. 
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March  1  —  Caroline  F.  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Jona  and  Mary 
A.  Wheeler,  aged  20  years. 

10  —  Mrs.  Betsy  Brown,  widow  of  Nath'l  G.  Brown, 
aged  77  years. 

16  —  Charles  A.  Faulkner,  son  of  Winthrop  E.  and 
Martha  A.  Faulkner,  aged  18  years. 

"    18  —  Lucy  Oliver,  widow  of  Abijah  Oliver,  aged  83 

years. April  11  —  Calvin  F.  Piper,  son  of  Calvin  W.  and  Dolly  M. 
Piper,  aged  6  years. 

tc    23  —  Captain  Silas  Jones,  son  of  Aaron  Jones,  aged  74 

years. «f    14  —  Lena,  daughter  of  Christine  and  Louisa  Her- 
mann, aged  2  years. 

May     6  —  Mr.  Edward  Wetherbee,  senior,  aged  79  years, 

«      22  —  Mr.  Jedediah  Tuttle,  aged  76  years. 
"     24:  —  John  W.  Schouler,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 

Schouler,  aged  2  years. 

«     30  —  William  A  Schouler,  son  of  William  and  Susan 
Schouler,  aged  10  years. 

June    4  —  Edson  H.,  son  of  Henry  and  Louisa  Barker, 

aged  1  year. 
<f    12  —  Mrs.  Louisa  W.  Adams,  wife  of  Nathaniel  S. 

Adams,  aged  48  years. 

"    12  —  Mrs.  Clarinda  B.  Pickens,  wife  of  Bradford 
Pickens,  aged  31  years. 

t(    16  —  Margaret  ConoUy,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Kate 
ConoUy,  aged  3  years. 

((    g4  —  Kate  ConoUy,  daughter  of  Patrick  and '  Kate 
Conolly,  aged  17  years  6  months. 

July  2S  —  Ann  Conolly,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Kate  Con 

oily,  aged  5  years. 

Aug't  20  —  Abraham  Conant,  Esq.,  aged  77  years  10  mos. 
"    21  —  Mr.  Joel  Wright,  aged  68  years  1  month. 
«    24  —  Koscoe  P.  Walker,  son  of  Samuel  and  Harriet 

Walker,  aged  10  years. 
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Aug.  28  —  Francis  T.  Robbins,  son  of  Francis  and  Nancy 
Bobbins,  aged  9  years 

Sept'r  9  —  Harry  V.,  son  of  Varnum  and  Sarah  L.  Tuttle, 
aged  5  months. 

"    12  —  Mrs.  Abby  K.  Farnum,  daughter  of  Jonas  K.  and 
Phebe  Putney,  aged  29  years. 

"    13  —  Mr.  Emery  P.  Smith,  aged  29  years  6  months. 

"    17  —  Miss  Jennie  M.  Keith,  aged  19  years  1  month. 
19  —  Sargent  W,  Adams,  son  of  Nathaniel  S.  and 

Lucy  W.  Adams,  aged  22  years. 

19  —  E.  Lucian  Eobbins,  son  of  Silly  and  Joanna  Rob- 
bins,  aged  22  years. 

Oct'r    1  —  Mr.  Lemuel  Hildreth,  (a  native  of  "Westford), 
aged  80  years. 

26  —  Albert  F.,  son  of  Simon  and  Nancy  D.  Robbins, 
aged  8  months. 

"    2*7  —  John  Hannon,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  Hannon, 
aged  7  years. 

Nov'r  1  —  Atwood  Mortimer,  son  of  Alonzo  L.  and  Eleanor 
Tuttle,  aged  3  years  9  months. 

"    30  —  Augustus  Hosmer,  son  of  Samuel  Hosmer  of 
Harvard,  aged  28  years. 

Total,       -       -       -       -   .    -  36 

WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk. 

5 



SELECTMEN'S  REPOET, 
FROM 

FEBRUARY  26,   1861,  TO  FEBRUARY  26,  1862. 

RECEIPTS.  $7321  49 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  James  Keyes  for  N.  East  School,  $220  00 

James  E.  Billings,  for  East  School,  220  00 
W.  A.  Wilde,  for.  S.  East  School,  220  00 

Dr.  H.  Cowdrey,  for  Centre  School,  370  85 
A.  Fuller,  for  West  School,  370  85 

E.  F.  Fuller,  for  South  School,         370  84 

  $1772  54 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  Jas.  Keyes,  Jr.,  for  repairs  on  North 
school  house. 

$2  00 
G.  T.  Webber,  for  stove  pipe  for  the 

South  school  house  in  1860, 3  06 
Do.,  for  stove  and  pipe  for  the  South 

East  school  house. 18  74 

Eben  Davis,  for  repairs  on  East  school 
house. 2  00 

A.  Fuller,  for  repairs  on  West  school 
house. 3  15 

F.  Dwight,  for  labor  and  material  for 
South  school  house,  in  April,  1861, 5  28 

Do.,  do.,  in  Sept.  and  Dec, 9  38 

$43  61 
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SCHOOL  BOOKS,  FEINTING,  Em 

Paid  for  printing  report  of  school  commit- 

tee for  '60,  '61,  $2S  00 
Dr.  H.  Cowdrey,  for  school  books  for 

the  year  '60,  30  00 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  for  printing  and  re- 

cording by-laws,  4  00 
J.  Tuttle  &  Co.,  for  order  book,  1  87 

B.  Tolman,  for  printing  town  warrants,    8  50 

selectmen's  rep't, '61,  7  50 
"                overseer's  do.,  '61,     4  00 

Dr.  Cowdrey,  for  examining  teachers, 

superintending  schools,  and  writing 

report  for  '60,  '61,                        60  00 
D.  Wetherbee,  for  tax  book,                4  00 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  express  and  postage  on 
books,  2  91 

B.  Tolman,  printing  notices,  1  25 
"  "      warrant  for  town 

meeting,  1  50 
  $153  53 

REPAIES  ON  TOWN  BUILDINGS,  Etc. 

Paid  J.  M.  Wright,  4  1-2  days'  labor  re- 
pairing buildings  on  town  farm,       $6  75 

Windows  and  lumber  for  same,  1  80 

J.  M.  Wright,  new  hearse  house,  125  00 
Windows  and  blinds  for  same,  6  00 

T.  G.  F.  Jones,  painting  flag-staff  and 
railing  around  the  monument,  6  08 

A.  &  0.  W.  Mead,  7  M.  shingles  for 

the  town  farm  buildings,  21  00 

Geo.  H,  Harris,  oiling  railing  in  town  hall,  25 
'   $166  88 
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ABATEMENT  AND  DISCOUNT  ON  TAXES. 

Paid  W.  E.  Conant,  abatement  on  taxes/60,  $  18  90 

"       "      discount  on  taxes,        248  14 

EOADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  J.  W.  Livermore,  breaking  roads, '61,  $3  00 
Nathan  Brooks,  52  hours,  6  50 

Daniel  Fletcher,  342  "      "       "  42  75 

Samuel  Hosmer,  59         "       "  7  37 

L.  W.  Piper,       61  "      «       "  7  62 
A.  L.  Tuttle,      198  24  75 

Moses  Hayward,  135        "       "  16  86 
Geo.  C.  AVright,  264         «  33  00 
A.  A.  Tuttle,     108  "              "  13  50 

J.  W.  Teel,        157  «  19  62 

Charles  Wheeler,  44                 "  5  50 

E.  C.  Parker,  32  hours'  breaking  roads,  4  00 
Henry  Brooks,  106  "       "  13  25 
Chas.  Tuttle,   201  "       «         «  25  12 

Thomas  Taylor,  18  "  2  25 
W.  H.  Reed,     10  "       "         "  1  25 

A.  S.  Fletcher,                        «  80 

J.  W.  Wheeler,  22  "  "  2  75 
Francis  Kinsley,  sluice  in  road  near 

D.  Wetherbee's,  '56,  6  00 
Francis  Kinsley,  interest  on  same,  1  89 

"  building  road  in  S. 
Acton,  111  00 

Henry  Haynes,  repairs  on  roads,  1859, 

'60,  3  50 
Martin  Pike,  repairs  on  road  near 

Robbins'  mill,  14  75 
D.  Harris,  repairs  and  railing  bridge 

near  do.,  8  00 

Amount  carried  forimrd,   

$267  04 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $S15  03 
H.  Brooks,  repairs  on  road  near  J. 

Whitney's,  8  00 
Carles  Tuttle,  repairs  on  road  near 

town  farm,  12  12 
Daniel  Fletcher,  stone  and  work  on 

bridge  near  the  powder  mill,  73  S2 

Do.,  repairs  on  bridge  near  D wight's 
factory,  2  00 

G.  "W.  Gates,  lumber  for  powder  mill 
bridge,  29  39 

Cyrus  Fletcher,  lumber  and  work  on 
do.,  52  41 

Geo.  L.  Prescott,  lumber,  do.,  21  21 

1858,      1  89 

A.  A.  Tuttle,  repairs  on  road  near  E. 

C.  Brown's,  7  62 

E.  Davis,  railing  bridge  near  L.  Davis',    5  00 
"        repairs  on  bridge  near  A. 

Chaffin's,  5  00 
M.  Hannon,  grading  S.  Acton  and 

Assabet  road,  61  00 

George  Conant,  gravel  for  same,  18  00 

Town  of  Westford,  running  line  and 

setting  stone  post  between  West- 
ford  and  Acton,  63 

Do.,  between  Carlisle  and  Acton,  2  40 

Setting  stone  posts  between  Littleton 
and  Acton,  1  28 

S.  Fletcher,  stone  posts  for  new  r'd,    1  60 
"    "  town  line,    3  00 

railing  on  Dwight  bridge,  75 
((  (C 



38 

APPROPKIATION  FOR  SOLDIERS  AND  FAMILIES. 

Paid  W.  E.  Faulkner,  for  Acton  Davis 

Guards,  $20S  70 

W.  E.  Faulkner,  for  families  of  do.,  220  15 

A.  Fuller,  reception  of  do.,  334  15 

Z.  Taylor,  for  soldier's  families,       1039  86 
Horace  Tuttle,for  carrying  23  soldiers 

to  Lowell  on  the  16th  April,  '61,    11  50 

$1809  36 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Daniel  Tuttle,  for  support  of  poor, 

'60,  '61,  $171  00 
W.  F.  Conant,  balance  as  per  over- 

seers' report,  '61,  39  37 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

$210  37 

Paid  D.W.  Tuttle,  services  as  town  clerk,  $15  00 

"     collecting  and  record'g 
41  births,                   8  20 

"     recording  42  deaths,        6  20 

«        "                   19  marrriages,  1  90 
"               issuing  4  dog  licenses,  40 

Zoheth  Taylor,  services  as  selectman,  20  00 

"               running  lines  and  es- 

tablishing bounds  between  West- 

ford,  Carlisle,  Littleton,  Boxboro', 
Concord,  Acton,                            7  00 

Zoheth  Taylor,  receiving  and  paying 

i      out  aid  to  soldiers'  families,             10  00 
Alden  Fuller,  services  as  selectman,     17  00 

Jonas  K.  Putney,  do.,  do.,                  15  00 

"          "       running  and  estab- 
Amount  carried  forward,    $100  70 

m 
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Amount  brought  forward,                     $100  70 

lishing  town  lines  between  West- 
ford,  Carlisle,  Littleton,  3  00 

Dan'l  Wetherbee,  services  as  assessor, 
4  days,  6  00 

James  Tuttle,  do.,  do.,  7  days,  10  50 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  do.,  do.,  7  1-2  days,  11  25 

"        "     copying  taxes,  2  00 

"     assessor's  returns,  1  50 
W.  F.  Conant,  collector,  75  00 

constable,  4  00 
  $213  95 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

raid  Lben.  Conant,  interest  on  note,  $1 06  83 

W.  F.  Conant,  journey  to  pay  interest. 1  00 

George  W.  Sawyer,  tolling  bell  for  17 

deaths  in  '60,  '61, 3  40 

Geo.  W.  Sawyer,  tolling  bell  for  10 

deaths  in  '61,  '62, 
2  00 

Eri  Huggins,  do.,  9  do.,  '60,  '61, 
1  80 

A.  T.  Edmonds,  do.,  6  do.,  '61,  '62, 
1  20 

J.  E.  Harris,  do.,  16  do.,  '61,  '62, 
3  20 

P.  Tenny,  for  insuring  town  house. 38  50 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  running  line  between 

Acton  and  Boxboro', 2  00 

Do.,  surveying  and  making  sketch  of 

burying  ground. 5  00 

»      Sawyer  &  Edmonds,  10  1-2  gallons 
fluid  for  town  hall. 6  30 

Do.,  opening  town  hall  13  times, 
5  85 

Do.,  teachers'  institute. 
6  00 

Do.,  opening  town  hall  7  times. 
1  17 

Do.,  broom. 42 
Amount  carried  forward,  — 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $ 184  67 

Horace  Tuttle,  opening  town  hall. 

jJ^       teaming  safe,  ringing  bell,  etc.. 6  00 

C.  Twitchell,  repairs  on  hearse. 2  85 

Daniel  Tuttle,  digging  graves  and  at- 
tending funerals  for  27  persons. 43  74 

Do.,  returning  28  deaths. 2  80 

Edwin  Sawyer,  hearse  runners. 30  00 

fitting  same  to  body. 1  nn 

$^71  06 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY, Feb. 26,  1862. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  Feb.  26,  1861, 
$1259  25 State  Military  Bounty,  1860, 367  00 

State,  for  armory  rent,  1860, 50  00 

State  tax,  1861, 
303  00 

County  tax,  1861, 
880  24 

Town  grant,  1861, 4200  00 

Highway  deficiencies. 10  57 

Overlay  on  taxes. 
164  57 

State  School  Fund, 72  54 

Use  of  town  hall. D  oZ 

Dog  tax. 
4  00 

Town  of  Boxboro', 
2  50 

Grass  on  town  common. 1  50 

$7321  49 
EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,                   1172  54 

repairs  on  school  houses. 43  61 

school  books  and  printing,           153  53 

repairs  on  town  buildings,  etc.,     166  88 

Amount  carried  forward,  — 
$2136  56 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $2136  56 
abatement  and  discount  on  taxe 3,  26T  04 
roads  and  bridges. 682  15 

appropriations  for  soldiers  and  aid 

of  soldiers'  families. 1809  36 

support  of  poor,  '60,  '61, 
210  37 

town  officers,  v 213  95 

miscellaneous  expenses. 271  06 

State  Tax, 303  00 

County  Tax, 880  M 

  $6773  73 

Balance  in  the  treasury  Feb.  26,  1862,  $547  76 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN, 

Fep.  26,  1862.  Dr. 

To  balance,  as  per  report,  Feb.  26,  '62,   $547  76 
Amount  due  from  the  State  for  aid  fur- 

nished families  of  soldiers,  under  Act 

Chap.  222  of  1861,  and  payable  about 

July,  '62,  1194  21 

Am't  due  from  State  for  armory  rent,  '61,   50  00  $1791  97 
Cr. 

Amount  due  Eben  Conant,  on  note,  $1000  00 
Interest  on  the  note,  40  00 

 $1040  00 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  Feb.  26,  1862,  $751  97 

Without  including  the  balance  due  as  per  overseer's  report 
for  1862. 

ZOHETTT  TAYLOR,    )  Selectmen 
ALDEN  FULLER,      \  of 
JONAS  K.  PUTNEY,  )  Acton. 





ANNUAL 

REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FKOM  FEB.  26,  1862,  TO  FEB.  26,  1863: 

REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

ALSO,  THB 

REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK, 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1862-3. 

CONCORD: 
PRINTED    BY    BENJAMIN    TOLMAN . 

1863. 





SELECTMEN'S  REPOEL 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  received,  $21,264  34 

EXPENDITURES. 

•  SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Paid. 

George  C.  Wright,  for  West  School,  $336  93 
Emerson  F.  Fuller,  for  South  School,  336  93 
Jonas  Blodgett,  for  Centre  School,  336  93 
Daniel  F.  Tarbell,  for  South  East  School,  200  33 
James  Keyes,  for  North  School,  200  33 
James  E.  Billings,  for  East  School,  200  33 
Town  of  Littleton,  for  tuition,  5  50 

$1,617  28 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
Paid. 

For  repairs  on  the  North  School  House,  $8  83 
"     Centre  School  House,  30  91 

"        "     West  School  House,  22  25 
"     "        "     South  School  House,  30  40 

"        **     South  East  School  House,'        7  21   $99  60 
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SCHOOL  BOOKS,  PRINTING,  &c. 
Paid.  • 

For  Printing  Reports  of  Selectmen,  Town  Clerk, 
and  School  Committee,  $42  00 

For  Printing  Reports  of  Selectmen  and  Over- 
seers of  Poor,  11  50 

For  Printing  Town  Warrants,  10  60 
"      "       Notices  of  war  meetings,  &c.,  8  50 

Voting  List,  5  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  Tax  Book,  2  17 
James  Tuttle  &  Co.,  for  Order  Book,  3  50 
Dr.  Harris  Cowdrey,  for  examining  teachers, 

superintending  schools,  and  writing  report 
for  1861-2,  60  00 

Express,  postage,  &c.,  6  23 
$149  40 

ABATEMENT  AND  DISCOUNT  ON  TAXES. 
Paid. 

W.  F.  Conant,  abatement  on  Taxes,  $44  55 
J.  E.  Cutter,  discount  on  Taxes,  296  57 

$341  12 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES 
Paid. 

Daniel  Fletcher,  for  repairs  on  Powder  Mill 
Bridge, 

Nathan  L.  Pmtt,  for  stone  and  teaming  for 
Powder  Mill  Bridge, 

Elisha  H.  Cutler,  for  repairing  sluice, 
"  land  damage  for  new  road, 

Simon  Hosmer,       *'       "  '* 
Barker  &  Noyes, 
Elisha  H.  Cutler,  for  breaking  roads  21  hours, 
James  W.  Wheeler,  do.,  8  hours, 
Joseph  Estabrook,  do.,  54  hours, 
Martin  Pike,  do.,  38  hours, 
Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  do.,  73  hours, 
Albert  A.  Tuttle,  do.,  28  1-2  hours, 
A.  L.  Tuttle,  do..  Ill  hours, 
Henry  Brooks,  do.,  38  hours, 
James  E.  Billings,  do.,  16  hours, 
Winthrop  F.  Conant,  for  building  95  rods  wall, 

at  $1,20  per  rod, 
Do.,  for  stone  for  railing, 

$53 

00 
12 

87 

2 
00 

75 

00 

105 00 

10 
00 

2 62 
1 

00 

6 
75 4 75 

9 12 
3 

56 

13 

87 

4 
75 2 
00 

114 00 
3 50 

$423  79 
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APPROPRIATION  FOR  SOLDIERS  AND  FAMILIES. 

Paid. 

For  State  aid  to  families,  $2,576  25 

Bounties  to  23  three  years'  volunteers,  2,875  00 
Bounties  to  38  nine  months'  volunteers,     3,800  00  $9,251  25 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  TOWN  BUILDINGS. 

Paid  the  Town  Hall  Building  Committee,  $1,500  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 
Paid. 

Winthrop  F.  Conant,  support  of  Widow  Lewis 
Chaffin,  for  1861,         $10  75 

clothing  for  Geo.  Bullard, 
for  1861,  8  20 

for  Philips  family  for  1861,  22  21 
for  Alfred  Brown,  for  1861,    4  00 
for  Mary  A.  Law,  for  1861,  1  75 

**             for  aid  granted  foreigners 
for  1861,  2  00 

for  Noah  A.  Gray,  1  81 
Jas.  E.  Billings,  for  Elmira  Johnson,  for  1861,  7  14 

"          for  Sarah  Childs  and  Adaline 
Bobbins,  for  1861,  12  00 

for  John  Whitney,  for  1862,  4  53 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  for  Alfred  Brown,  for 

1862,  3  00 
for  Mary  N.  Smith,  for 
1861-2,  41  81 

**              for  Charles  Puffer  for 
1862,  61  81 

0.  J.  Davis,  for  services  on  Town  Farm,  95  97 
*'        for  wardrobe,  6  00 

J.  K.  Putney,  for  2  cows  for  Town  Farm,  62  00 
J.  Tuttle,  &  Co.,  merchandise  for  Town  Farm,    179  63 
Daniel  Jones,  for  merchandise  for  Town  Farm,  19  67 

$544  28 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid. 

William  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Town  Clerk,        $15  00 

*'  col.  and  recording  43  births,      8  60 
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William  D.  Tuttle,  recording  33  deaths, 
"  recording  17  marriages, 

James  E.  Billings,  services  as  Selectman, 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  do., 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  do., 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Assessor,  9  1-^  days, 
James  W.  Wheeler,  do.,  7  1-2  days, 
Eben  Davis,  do., 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  making  Assessors'  returns, 
Winthrop  F.  Conant,  collecting  Taxes, 

'*  services  as  Overseer  of  Poor, 
Daniel  Tuttle,  do., 

' '        journey  to  Cambridge  and  Harvard, 
Simon  Hosmer,  do., 
For  making  report  of  Overseers  for  1861, 

$5 

30 1 70 35 00 
25 

00 
8 00 

14 

25 

10 

75 9 00 
1 

00 

75 00 4 
00 

15 
00 

4 50 
5 00 
5 

00 

$242  10 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 
Paid. 

Eben  Conant,  Interest  on  Note,  $60  00 
Concord  Bank,  Note  and  Interest,                2,915  95 
Prescott  Bank,  Note  and  Interest;  507  75 
Albert  T.  Edmonds,  for  opening  Town  Hall, 

11  times,  3  40 

"             for  opening  Vestry  3  times,  1  50 
for  sawing  and  splitting 

9  feet  wood,  1  60 
Henry  Hartwell,  opening  Town  Hall  12  times,  3  40 

"           6  gallons  fluid,  5  04 
tolling  bell  for  10  deaths,  2  00 

A.  T.  Edmonds,  tolling  bell  for  5  deaths,  1  00 
James  Harris,  for  wood  for  Town  Hall,  2  15 
John  Grimes,  for  wood  for  Town  Hall,  2  31 
H.  J.  Hapgood,  tolling  bell  for  5  deaths,  1  00 
J.  Blodgett,  for  stakes  for  lotting  out  burying 
ground,  2  00 

Thomas  Moore,  for  21 1-2  days'  work  on  burying 
ground,  26  87 

T.  G.  F.  Jones,  for  damage  caused  by  dog,  37  03 
Isaiah  B.  Perkins,  damage  caused  by  dog,  20  57 
George  M.  Brooks,  for  advice  respecting  Dog 

Law,  &c.,  7  00 
Joseph  Haynes,  for  damage,  caused  by  fenow  on 
highway,  8  00 



Charles  D.  Francis,   for  damage  caused  from 
upsetting  carriage  by  the  causway  near  the 
Powder  Mills, 

Winthrop  F.  Conant,  for  summoning  37  persons 
to  take  oath  of  ofl&ce, 

Zoheth  Taylor,  for  expense  in  the  Robert  Chaf- 
fin  dog  case, 

John  Tenney,  for  digging  graves  and  attending 
funerals  with  hearse. 

George  E.  Johnson,  for  repairs  on  hearse, 
Elbridge  Robbins,  for  land  for  burying  ground 

and  interest, 
Recruiting  expenses, 
Francis  Dwight,  expenses  on  hearse, 

digging  graves  and  attending 
funerals  for  28  persons, 

Francis  Dwight,  for  returning  32  deaths, 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  for  2  ballot  boxes, 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  notifying  Highway  Surveyors 

to  pass  over  books  to  their  successors, 

$188 

25 

Pin 

17 
00 

Q on 

(\ 

U 

805 34 

75 

45 
36 

3 
20 

1 
50 

50 

$4,^37  69 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY,  FEB.  26,  1863. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1862,  $547  77 
State  Tax,  1862,  1,818  00 
County  Tax,  1862,  747  03 
Town  Grant,  1862,  2,000  00 
Town  Grant  for  Schools,  1,500  00 
State  School  Fund,  79  78 
Highway  Deficiencies,  16  21 
Overlay  on  Taxes,  148  62 
Dog  Tax,  53  10 
For  use  of  Town  Hall,  3  90 
For  Monument  Books,  1  80 
For  old  Hearse  House,  4  00 
City  of  Boston,  for  Paupers,  50  62 
Grass  on  Town  Common,  1  62 
Town  of  Sudbury,  for  Tuition,  15  00 
Town  of  Concord,  22  50 
Town  of  Sudbury,  for  support  of  Chas.  Puffer,     61  81 
Insurance  of  Town  Hall,  1,500  00 
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From  Town  Farm,  $32  19 
From  State,  for  Armory  rent,  1861,  50  00 
State  aid  to  Jan.  1,  1862,  731  05 
Borrowed  money,  11,879  34 

 $21,264  34 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  Support  of  Schools,  $1,617  28 
Repairs  on  School  Houses,  99  60 
School  Books,  Printing,  &c.,  149  40 
Abatement  and  Discount  on  Taxes,  341  12 
Roads  and  Bridges,  423  79 
Appropriations  for  soldiers  and  Aid  for 

soldiers'  families,  9,251  25 
Appropriations  for  Town  Buildings,  1,500  00 
Support  of  Poor,  544  28 
Town  Officers,  242  10 
Miscellaneous  expenses,  4,237  69 
State  Tax,  1,818  00 
County  Tax,  747  03 

 $20,971  64 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1863,  $292  80 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN,  FEB.  26,  1863. 

Dr. 
To  balance,  as  per  report,  Feb.  26,  1863,        $292  80 

Amount  due  from  the  State  for  aid  furnished 
families  of  soldiers,  2,952  35 

Amount  due  from  State,  Armory  rent,  1862,     50  00 

Amount  due  on  Notes,  $9,479  34 
Interest  on  Notes,  286  25 

$3,295  15 

Cr. 

$9,765  59 

Balance  against  the  Town  Feb.  26,  1863,  $6,470  44 

without  including  the  balance  due  as  per  Overseers'  report  for  1863. 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,  ) 
JONAS  K.  PUTNEY,     }■  Selectmen  of  Acton. 
J.  K.  W.  WETHERBEE,  ) 



REPORT 

OP  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES, 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE,  IN  ACTON, 

FOR  THE  TTEAB  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1863. 

Articles  on  Hand,  April  1st,  1863. 

1  pair  oxen,  $125 ;  1  horse,  70,00  ;  10  cows,  275,00,        $470  00 
3  shotes,  35,00;  20  fowls,  7,50;  7  tons  hay,  105,00,  147  50 
35  bushels  corn,  35,00  ;  75  bushels  potatoes ;  33,75,  68  75 
10  bush,  oats,  7,00;  6  bush,  barley,  6,00 ;  2  bush,  beans  5,00,    18  00 
1  bush,  peas,  1,50  ;  75  lbs.  beef,  5,25  ;  375  lbs.  pork,  37,50,   44  25 
110  lbs.  ham,  11,00;  72  lbs.  lard,  8,64;  40  lbs.  candles,  6,00,    25  64 
61  lbs.  dried  apples,  3,66;  5  bbls.  apples,  5.00,  8  66 
1  bbl.  soap,  4,00;  1  bbl.  vinegar,  4,00;  soap  grease,  1,25,      9  25 
6  lbs.  tallow,  .60 ;  69  M  skewers,  24,15  ;  10  bush,  ashes,  1,25,   26  00 
Wood  for  skewers,  4  00 

$822  05 

RECEIPTS. 

For  oxen,  $236,68;  cows,  $30,00;  calves,  33,68,  $300  36 
Apples,  162,09;  peaches,  11,50;  potatoes,  36,93,  210  52 

Poultry,  18,89  ;  hay ,'42,42;  straw,  6,08;  grapes,  .50.  67  89 
Eggs,  8,74  ;  oats,  11,50  ;  corn,  .68  ;  old  iron,  1,58.  22  50 
1  shote,  4,00 ;  hide,  4,41 ;  use  of  oxen,  .40,  8  81 
Skewers,  59,62;  milk,  257,91,  317  53 

$927  61 
Amount  of  articles  on  hand,  822  05 

i 
3 

$1,749  66 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Meat,  $61,75;  butter,  48,41 ;  molasses,  21,25,  $131  41 
Farming  tools,  23,87  ;  flour,  37,05;  cheese,  16,03,  76  95 
Sugar,  9,96;  tea,  4,88;  coffee,  7,88;  fish,  8,28,  31  00 
Fluid,  2,68;  kerosene  oil,  .38;  tobacco,  7,03,  10  09 

Bread,  3,22;  blacksmith's  bill,  17,60;  barrels,  18,37,  39  19 
Expense  of  going  to  market,  23,61 ;  earthenware,  6,49,  30  10 
Peas,  .57;  beans,  2,74;  brooms,  .75;  nails,  1,03,  5  09 
Sour  milk,  2,26;  cloth  and  clothing,  54,84,  57  10 
Rope,  1,40  ;  grass  seed,  2,56  ;  garden  seeds,  1,17,  5  13 
Salt,  4,29;  apples,  4,00;  raisins,  ,56;  lime,  1,00,  9  85 
Whitewash  brush,  .83;  trees,  2,40 ;  use  of  bull,  2,25,  5  48 
Matches,  .40;  cash  to  paupers,  1,27;  spirits,  1,04,  2  71 
Spices,  2,03;  stove  polish,  .8;  solder,  .17;  yeast,  .50,  2  78 
Essences,  34;  oil,  1,13;  potash,  2,92;  chalk,  .12,  4  51 
Washboard  and  bucket,  .50;  weighing  oxen,  .12,  62 
Scraps  and  powder,  1,23  ;  ox  work,  2,00  ;  ox  balls,  .12,  3  35 
Rice,  .44;  coffee  mill,  .50;  wheel  grease,  .30,  1  24 
Saleratus,  .34;  pills,  .25;  camphor,  .38;  soap,  2,47,  3  44 
Mustard,  .16;  glass  and  putty,  .46;  sulphur,  .40,  1  02 
Starch,  .20;  lemons,  .17;  cream  tartar,  .53,  90 
Vinegar  and  barrel,  2,60;  clothes-pins,  .16,  2  76 
Harness,  25,00;  doctor's  bill,  2,91,  27  91 
Pasturing  cattle,  20,00  ;  oxen,  216,00,  236  00 
Heifers,  30,00 ;  shotes,  14,71 ;  tar,  .30;  stone  posts,  3,00,  48  01 
Lumber,  3,34;  wood  for  skewers,  6,75;  eggs,  .16,  10  25 
Pump,  10,00  ;  mending  shoes,  4,32,  14  32 
Rye  meal,  7,20 ;  corn  meal,  9.31,  16  51 
Shorts  and  oil  meal,  13,44;  plaster,  .91,  14  35 
Newspaper,  2,00 ;  use  of  wagon,  7,33,  9  33 
Services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Wethcrbee,  225  00 
James  E.  Billings,  services,  5  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney,      "  5  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  services,  5  00 

$1,041  40 
Amount  of  Inventory,  April  1st,  1862,  $805  17 
Interest  on  Farm,  ,  239  40 

  $1,044  57 

$2,085  97 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  Expenditures,  $1,041  40 
Amount  of  Receipts,  927  61 
Cash  from  town  treasury  to  balance  account,       113  79 

»   $1,041  40 
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Total  amount  of  Expenditures,  $1,041  40 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1st,  1862,  805  17 
Interest  on  Farm,  239  40 

Total  amount  of  Receipts,  $927  61 
Amount  qf  Inventory,  April  1st,  1863,  822  05 

$2,085  97 

$1,749  66 

$336  31 
Ck. — By  work  on  the  road,  7  00 

$329  31 
Expense  of  victualing  foreigners,  15  00 

Total  amount  of  supporting  Poor  in  Almshouse,  $314  31 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  foreigners)  supported  in 
the  Almshouse,  6 ;  average,  6 ;  present  number,  6 ;  cost  per  week, 
$1,01. 

James  E.  Billings,      )  Overseers 
Jonas  K.  Putney,       >•  of 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  I  Poor. 

Acton,  April  1,  1863. 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  IN  ACTON,  IN  1862. 
No.      Date  of  Birth.  Names. 

1.  Jan.  17,  Martha  Elizabeth  Jones,  daughter  of  Aaron  M.  and  Au- 
gusta C.  Jones. 

2.  Jan.  24,  Lyman  Edwards  Conant,  son  of  Luther,  Jr.  and  Celeste 
J.  Conant. 

3.  Feb.  5,  James  Francis  Parker,  son  of  James  L.  and  Francis  Em- 
eline  Parker. 

4.  "   7,  Nettie  Cora  Fuller,  daughter  of  Emerson  F.  and  Sarah  W. Fuller. 

6.    '*   7,  Mary  Magovern,  daughter  of  John  and  Winnie  Magovern. 
6.  '*   7,  Eugene  B.  Jones,  son  of  James  W.  and  Amanda  M. Jones. 

7.  13,  Edith  Maud  Farrar,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia  An- 
geline  Farrar. 

8.  Mar.  8,  John  Haggerty,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Haggerty. 
9.  "  29,  Daniel  Moore,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  Moore. 
10.  "  29,  Rufus  Augustus  Tenney,  son  of  Rufus  A.  and  Mary  A< Tenney. 

11.  Apr.  4,  Abbie  Etta  Estabrook,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy 
Estabrook. 

12.  "    5,  Carrie  Josephine  Jones,  daughter  of  T.  G.  F.  and  Louisa 0.  Jones. 

13.  *'    5,  (In  Bedford,)  Elmer  Ellsworth  Jackson,  son  of  Loring M.  and  Hattie  S.  Jackson. 

14.  "    8,  Mary  Conway,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  Conway. 
15.  **   14,  Flora  Bigelow  Stearns,  daughter  of  Horatio  H.  and 

Betsey  A.  Stearns. 
16.  May  7,  Ann  Connolly,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Kate  Connolly. 
17.  "     7,  Harry  Howard  Haynes,  son  of  Abel  G.  and  Martha  A. 

Haynes. 
18.  "   13,  Hattie  Sophia  Wetherbee,  daughter  of  Hiram  W.  and 

Sophia  B.  Wetherbee. 
19.  "   19,  Dora  E.  Curtis,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Martha  C. 

Curtis. 
20.  June  5,  Alma  Wilson   Forbush,  daughter  of  Luther  R.  and 

Louisa  M.  Forbush. 

21.  "    7,  Michael  and  Mary  Hayes,  twin  children  of  Michael  and 
22.  "  Bridget  Hayes. 



13 

23.  June  11,  Hattie  Mabel  Johnson,  daughter  of  Geo.  E.  and  Mary 
Louesa  Johnson. 

24.  '*  21,  Alma  V.  Knight,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Frances 
Ann  Knight. 

25.  **  28,  Herbert  Franklin  Robbins,  son  of  Simon  and  Nancy  D. 
Robbins. 

26.  July  1,  Mary  Ellen  Griifin,  daughter  of  Morris  and  Catherine 
Griffin. 

27.  7,  A  son  to  Francis,  2d,  and  Sarah  E.  Tuttle. 

28.  "  10,  Daniel  Lyman  Veasey,  son  of  Daniel  L.  and  Sarah  Vea- sey. 

29.  "  26,  John  Ogle,  son  of  James  D.  and  Joanna  Ogle. 
30.  *'  29,  Walter  Eugene  Frost,  son  of  George  H.  and  Susan  M. Frost. 
31.  Aug.  7,  Julian  Shaw  Eayrs,  son  of  Julian  W.  and  M.  Maria 

Eayrs. 
32.  Oct.  5,  George  William  Tuttle,  son  of  William  D.  and  Elizabeth 

B.  Tuttle. 

33.  "    6,  Jerry  Henry  McCarthy,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  McCar- thy. 

34.  **  17,  Abner  Crosby  Hoar,  son  of  John  S.  and  Lydia  P.  Hoar. 
35.  29,  Alphonso  Adalbert  Wyman,  son  of  Oliver  C.  and  Caro- 

line M.  Wyman. 
36.  29,  A  son  to  Elbridge  and  Mary  E.  Robbins. 
37.  Nov.  4,  Josephine  Puffer,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Julia  Ann  Puf- 

fer. 

38.  "    7,  Bertha  Sophie  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Varnum  and  Sarah  L. Tuttle. 

39.  13,  Arthur  William  Taylor,  son  of  Moses  and  Mary  E.  Tay- 
lor. 

40.  *•  14,  Frank  Ellsworth  Wetherbee,  son  of  Daniel  and  Clarissa 
Wetherbee. 

41.  "  22,  John    Francis   Coughlin,  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
Coughlin. 

42.  Dec.  15,  Abbie  Powers,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  Powers. 

43.  "  21,  Ella  Elizabeth  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Alonzo  L.  and  Ellen Tuttle. 
Males,  23  ;  Females,  20. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED,  IN  1862. 
No.     Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  the  Parties. 
1.  Jan.  1,  Nathaniel  E.  Cutler,  of  Acton,  and  Sarah  A.  Cheney, 

of  Georgetown. 
2.  Feb.  13,  Elbridge  J.  Robbins  and  Ellen  Maria  Ames,  both 

of  Acton. 
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8.  Feb.  26,  Robert  H.  Logan,  of  Concord,  and  Augusta  O.  Conant, 
of  Acton. 

4.  Mar.  1,  Michael  Flynn  and  Catherine  Coughlin,  both  of  Acton. 
5.  Apr.  26,  John  C.  Keyes,  of  Cambridge,  and  Maria  AdeHne 

Flagg,  of  Acton. 
6.  May  1,  Hiram  B.  Livermore  and  Laura  E.  Prouty,  both  of 

Acton. 
7.  July  4,  Nathan  FrazierHapgood,  of  Acton,  and  Mary  McCoUum, 

of  Westford. 
8.  Aug.  28,  George  B.  Parker  and  Fanny  Wheeler,  both  of  Acton. 
9.  Aug.  28,  William  Chaplin,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  F.  Simpson,  both 

of  Acton. 

10.  Sept.  13,  Josiah  B.  Holder  and  Sarah  A.  Shattuck,  both  of  Acton. 
11.  Oct.  13,  Daniel  Mahoney  and  Mary  McMahar,  both  of  Acton. 
12.  Nov.  25,  Bradford  Pickens  and  Louisa  Angenett  Noyes,  both 

of  Acton. 
13.  Nov.  27,  Horace  W.  French,  of  Abington,  and  Sarah  Augusta 

Dole,  of  Acton. 
14.  Nov.  27,  Isaac  Marion  Shurtleff,  of  Middleborough,  and  Sarah 

Elmira  Atwood,  of  Acton. 
15.  Dec.  25,  Isaac  W.  Brown  and  Harriet  Augusta  Haynes,  both 

of  Acton. 
16.  Dec.  25,  A.  T.  Haynes  and  Sophia  Taylor  Tuttle,  both  of  Acton. 
17.  Dec.  31,  Luke  Tuttle  and  S.  Sophia  Harris,  both  of  Acton. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  parties  have  obtained  Certifi- 
cates of  Marriage,  and  it  is  presumed  have  made  proper  use  of  the 

same,  but  the  certificates  not  having  been  returned  by  the  officiating 
clergymen,  no  record  of  them  has  been  made  by  the  Clerk  : — 

Lewis  E.  Fletcher,  of  Acton,  and  Abbie  J.  Herrick,  of  Stow ; 
Thomas  N.  Chase,  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and  Mary  Maria  Tuttle,  of  Ac- 

ton ;  Augustus  Newton,  of  Acton,  and  Lucy  Ann  Puffer,  of  Stow. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON.  IN  1862. 

No.   Date  of  Death.  Name  and  Age. 

1.  Jan.  30,  Charles  H.  Handley,  aged  19  yrs. 
2.  Feb.  1,  Sarah  A.  Phillips,  widow  of  William  Phillips,  aged 

48  yrs.  8  mos. 
3.  Apl.  6,  James  D.  Ogle,  aged  27  yrs. 
4.  Apl.  9,  Mary  Conway,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  Conway, 

1  day. 



15 

6.  Api.  14,  Frank  Wetherbee,  son  of  Daniel  and  Clarissa  Wether- 
bee,  aged  7  yrs.  8  mos. 

6.  Apl.  15,  Daniel  Atwood,  aged  61  yrs.  7  mos. 
7.  May  14,  Rufus  A.  Tenney,  aged  33  yrs.  10  mos. 
8.  May  20,  Thomas  D.  Mallain,  son  of  Daniel  and  Joanna  Mallain, 

aged  5  yrs.  3  mos. 
9.  June  8,  Bridget  Hayes,  wife  of  Michael  Hayes,  aged  31  yrs. 

10.  June  20,  John  E.  Riley,  son  of  Michael  and  Hannah  Riley,  aged 
1  yr.  6  mos. 

11.  June  20,  Mary  Hosmer,  wife  of  Samuel  Hosmer,  aged  45  yrs. 
5  mos. 

12.  July  6,  Cyrus  Wheeler,  aged  59  yrs.  5  mos. 
13.  July  11,  Infant  child  of  Francis  Tuttle,  2d,  aged  4  days. 
14.  July  22,  Abigail  Wetherbee,  wife  of  Levi  Wetherbee,  aged  66 

yrs.  10  mos. 
15.  Aug.  8,  Herbert  A.  Frost,  son  of  George  H.  and  Susan  M. 

Frost,  aged  2  yrs.  6  mos. 
16.  Aug.  20,  Lucy  Jane  Shattuck,  wife  of  William  R.  Shattuck, 

aged  33  yrs. 
17.  Sept.  7,  Alma  V.  Knight,  daughter  of  Geo.  W.  and  Frances 

Ann  Knight,  aged  2  mos.  17  days.  « 
18.  Sept.  15,  William  E.  Giles,  son  of  Israel  H.  and  Lucy  Giles, 

aged  19  yrs.  5  mos. 
19.  Oct.  4,  Carrie  A.  Frederick,  daughter  of  William  A.  and 

Margaret  Frederick,  aged  9  mos.  13  days. 
20.  Oct.  14,  David  Sweatt,  aged  58  yrs.  11  mos. 
21.  Oct.  19,  Mary  Marshall,  aged  74  yrs.  7  mos,  a  native  of 

Tewksbury. 
22.  Oct.  24,  Joel  Oliver,  aged  84  yrs. 
23.  Oct.  31,  Charles  E.  Robinson,  son  of  Charles  and  Percis  V. 

Robinson,  agedf  1  yr.  8  mos. 
24.  Nov.  25,  Elisha  Comstock,  aged  72  yrs.  7  mos. 
25.  Nov.  14,  Sally  Bright  (widow),  aged  74  yrs. 
26.  Dec.  25,  Michael  Quinn,  aged  55  yrs. 

Soldiers  in  the  United  States  Service. 

27.  July  5,  Warren  R.  Wheeler,  son  of  William  Wheeler,  aged  21 
yrs.    Died  at  Fort  St,  Phillip,  near  New  Orleans. 

28.  July  7,  Frank  Handley,  son  of  Abraham  B.  and  Susan  E. 
Handley,  aged  20  yrs.  11  mos.  Died  at  Fort  St. 
Phillip,  near  New  Orleans. 

29.  Sept.  1,  James  M.  Wright,  son  of  Abraham  and  Maria  Wright, 
aged  35  yrs.    Died  in  Hospital  at  Philadelphia. 

30.  Nov.  16,  James  R.  Lentill,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Lentill, 
aged  18  yrs.    Died  at  New  Orleans. 



MILITARY  RECORD. 

While  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  engaged  as  it  is,  in  a 

bloody,  civil  war,  to  sustain  the  authority  of  the  government  and  to  pre- 
serve our  national  existence,  must  be  deeply  deplored  by  every  one — 

paralyzing  as  it  does  our  industrial  interests,  swallowing  up  the  accumu- 
lated wealth  of  years,  burdening  the  nation  with  debt  and  the  people 

with  taxes,  and  calling  for  the  sacrifice  of  so  many  of  our  brothers  and 

sons — still,  whan  the  terrible  necessity  comes,  as  come  it  sometimes 
will  to  every  nation,  it  is  a  source  of  patriotic  pride  to  know  that  we 
have  so  many  among  us,  who  are  willing  to  leave  their  homes  and  fire, 

sides  to  encounter  the  dangers  of  the  battle-field,  and  the  more  deadly 
malaria  of  a  Southern  climate,  that  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  nation 
might  be  sustained,  and  those  free  institutions  which  were  handed  down 

to  us  by  our  fathers  preserved,  and  transmitted  unimpaired — a  priceless 
heritage — to  future  generations. 

And  while  we  gladly  look  forward  to  the  time  when  we  shall  again 

united  and  prosperous  people,  when  this  gigantic  and  atrocious  con- 
spiracy to  compass  the  destruction  of  a  government,  fraught  with  the 

best  interests  of  mankind,  shall  have  been  suppressed,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  a  true  and  lasting  peace  fully  secured,  wo  would  honor  the 

names  of  those  who,  in  the  darker  hours  of  our  country's  history,  stood 
up  manfully  in  its  defence.  And  we  have  thought  it  well  that  the 

names  of  the  men  of  Acton,  who  have  gone  forth  in  their  country's  ser- 
vice since  the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion,  should  find  a  place  here — a 

Roll  of  Honor — of  which  Acton  may  well  be  proud. 
Whole  quota  of  Acton,  126  ;  credited  to  Acton,  126  ;  entered  the 

service  from  Acton,  129. 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS  AND  PRIVATES,  COMPANY  E,  eth  REGI- 
MENT MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS. 

(Left  April  16th;  returned  August  3d,  1861.) 

THREE    months'  VOLUNTEERS. 
Daniel  Tuttle,  Cajotain. 

Wm.  H.  Chapman,  1st  Lieut,,       Luke  Smith,  Is^  Sergeant, 
George  AV.  Rand,  Id  Lieut.,         Geo.  W.  Knight,  2c?  Sergeant, 
Silas  P.  Blodgett,  M  Lieut.,         Henry  W.  Wilder,  3c?  Sergeant, 
A.  S.  Fletcher,  Uh  Lieut.,  G.  W.  Wilder,  Uh  Sergeant. 
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THUEE  months'  VOLUNTEERS. — (Continued.) 
Charles  Jones,  1st  Corporal,  Musicians 
John  F.  Biood,  Jr.,  Corporal, 
Luke  J.  Robbins,  od  Corporal, 
Levi  Robbhis,  ̂ th  Corporal. 

George  Fay  Campbell, 
George  Russee. 

George  F.  Biood,  * 
John  A.  Brown,  * 
Henry  L.  Bray,  — 
Charles  A.  Brooks,  * 
Edward  D.  Battles,  * 
James  L.  Durant, 
Aaron  J.  Fletcher,  * 
Abel  Farrar,  Jr. ,  — 
Henry  Gilson, 
Nathan  Goss,  * 
William  H.  Gray,  * 
Gilman  S.  Hosmer,  * 
William  S.  Handley,  * 
Charles  Handley  (deceased) 
George  Jones,  — 
Waldo  Littlefield, 

Henry  W.  Lazell,  * 
James  Moulton,  * 

PRIVATES. 
Char 

ies  Mcrcc,  * 
John  Putnam,  * 
Varnum  F.  Robbins,  — 
William  Reed,  — 
William  B.  Reed,  * 
John  H.  P.  White,  * 
Charles  W.  Reed, 
George  A.  Reed, 
Luke  J.  Robbins,  * 

Eph.  A.  Smith,  * 
Andrew  J.  Sawyer,  — 
Edwin  Tarbell,  * John  Whitney, 
William  F.  B.  Whitney, 
Eben  F.  Wood, 
Samuel  Wilson, 
Hiram  Wheeler, 

John  Wayne.  * 
Charles  Moulton,  * 

The  above  is  a  complete  list,  we  believe,  of  Captain  Tuttle's  com- 
pany ;  three  of  whom  went  from  Stow,  three  from  Littleton,  two  from 

Boxborough,  one  from  Quincy,  and  one  belonged  to  Baltimore. 

Those  marked  with  a  star,  have  re-enlisted  for  three  years ;  those 
with  a  dash,  for  nine  months. 

LIST  OF  OFFICEKS  AND  PEIVATES,  COMPANY  E,  26th  REGI- 
MENT MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEEBS. 

WHO  WENT  FROM  ACTON  WITHOUT  BOUNTY  FROM  TOWN. 

(Went  into  Camp  September  15th,  1861;  left  for  Ship  Island  November  19th,  1861.) 

THREE    YEAES'  MEN. 
William  H.  Chapman,  Captain,    \  Musicians  : 
William  F.  Wood,  1st  Lieut.,  Augustus  W.  Hosmer, 
Silas  P.  Blodgett,  2d  Lieut.         \     Silas  M.  Stetson. 

8 
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THREE  years'  MEN. — (Continued.) 

Brooks  Charles  A., 
Blood  John  F.,  Jr., 
Burroughs  Samuel  R. 
*  Brown  John  A., 
Cram  George  B., 
Cram  John  B., 
Fletcher  Aaron  J., 
Fiske  James  W., 
Goss  Nathan, 
Handley  William  S., 
Handley  Abram, 
Handley  Frank, 
*  Handley  George, 
Haynes  Elias  E., 
Hall  Delet  H., 
Hosmer  Gilman  S., 
Kinsley  Frank, 
Loker  Jona  W., 
Loker  William  H., 
Lentill  James  R., 
Lazell  Henry  W., 
Mouiton  James, 
Morse  Charles, 

PRIVATES. 
Moore  Patrick, 
Putnam  John, 
Powers  Michael, 
Bobbins  Luke  J., 
Smith  Luke, 
Sheehan  Timothy, 

Sawyer  George  W., 
Sheehan  Dennis, 
*  Smith  Eph.  A., 
Taylor  Daniel  G., 
Tarbell  Edwin, 
Teel  Warren  L., 
Wood  James  H., 
Whitney  William  F.  B., 
Wheeler  Warren  R., 
Wheeler  Everett,  - 
Wheeler  Addison,  ■ 
Wheeler  Lincoln  E., 
White  John  H.  P., 

Wayne  John. 

Hospital  Steward: 
Wm.  H.  Gray  (discharged). 

Those  marked  thus  [*]  were  not  credited  to  this  town  by  the  State  Authorities. 

Three  Years*  Men,  in  different  Kegiments,  enlisting  without  a  bounty from  this  town. 

Daniel  R.  Briggs,  Co.  B,  1st  Cav., 
George  M.  Pike,  Co.  B,  1st  Cav., 
*  Wm.  E.  Pike,  Co.  B,  1st  Cav., 
A.  E.  Conant,  Co.  F,  30th  Regt., 
G.  A.  Jones,  Co.  I,  38th  Regt., 
J.  Keenan,  Mozart  Regt.,  N.Y., 
E.  A.  Jones,  band  of  16th  Regt., 
J.  Rollins,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt., 
J.  M.  Wright,  Co.B,  IstBat.  Inf., 
C.  A.  Hanscom,   "  " 
John  Meaher,  Co.  I,  26th  Regt., 
Chas.  Mouiton,  Co.  I,  38th  Regt., 
M.  Johnson,  Co.  F,  13th  Regt., 

Eri  Huggins,  Co.  A,  26th  Regt., 

J.  A.  Huggins,  Co.  A,  " 
Eri  Huggins,  Jr.,  2d  Wis.  Regt., 
W.  B.  Gray,  Co.  E,  24th  Regt., 
G.  H.  Simpson,  Co.  B,  13th  Regt., 
R.  C.  Conant,  Co.  G,  32d  Regt., 
J.  A.  Mead,  Co.  K,  39th  Regt., 
G.  F.  Blood,  Co.  D,  2d  Regt., 
Daniel  Gray,  13th  Regt., 
Daniel  Lovering,  13th  Regt., 
*G.I.Chapman,  Co.D,llth  Regt., 
Wellington  Chickering,  in  Navy, 
Robert  J.  Tufts,  in  Navy. 

Not  credited  to  Acton. 
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THREE  years'  MEN. 
VOLUNTEERS  WHO  RECEIVED  THE  TOWN  BOUNTY. 

D.  L.  Veasey,  Co.  A,  1st  Regt., 
*  E.  S.  Sears, 
*  G.  W.  Parks, 
H.  W.  Wetherbee,  Co.  E,  26th 

Regt., 
W.  B.  Reed,  Co.  E,  26th  Regt., 

J.  W.  Fitzpatrick,  " 
Marivan  Miner,  " 
John  A.  Howard, 

Benj.  Skinner,  " L.  M.  Jackson, 
Edwin  B.  Taft, 

The  above  went  to  fill  the  first  quota  of  Acton,  twenty-three  in 
number. 

M.  McKinney,  Co.  E,  26th Regt., 

Henry  Brown,      "  " 
*E.  L.  Battles,  " 
*E.  J.  Brown,  " 
Henry  H.  Pike,  1st  Cavalry, 
H.  M.  Lovejoy,  Co.  B,  40th  Regt., 
L.  W.  Bowers,  Co.  E,  33d  Regt., 
*  E.  W.  Stevens,  " 
*  J.  Callahan,  Co.  F,  40th  Regt., 
*0.  B.Sawyer,  Co.B,  " 

*  A.  A.  Sawyer,    '*  *' *  Frank  Burns, 

Those  marked  thus  L*]  were  recruited  from  other  towns,  and  not  credited  to  Acton. 

Nine  Months'  Men  who  received  the  town  bounty,  forming  a  part  of 
Company  E,  6th  Kegiment. 

(Enlisted  August  31st,  1862;  time  expires  May  31st,  1863.) 

Frank  E.  Harris,  Corporal^ 

Abel  Farrar,  Jr.,  ** 

Henry  L.  Bray,  ** 
Varnum  F.  Bobbins,  *' 

Aaron  C.  Handley,  Captain, 
Aaron  S.  Fletcher,  1st  Lieut., 
Geo.  W.  Rand,  2d  Lieut., 
Geo.  W.  Knight,  Is^  Sergeant 
jindrew  J.  Sawyer.  2c?  " 
F.  H.  Whitcomb,  M 
Levi  H.  Robbins,  ̂ th 
Isaiah  Hutchins,  Corporal, 
William  Morrill, 

Daniel  H.  Farrar,  Musician. 

Wm.  D.  Clark,  Wagoner. 

P  R  I  V 

George  T.  Ames, 
Hiram  Butters, 
Charles  H.  Blood, 
Elbridge  Conant, 
William  Chaplain,  Jr., 
Oscar  Dwelley, 
Charles  W.  Fletcher, 
Chauncey  U.  Fuller, 
John  S  Hoar, 
F.  D.  K.  Hoar, 
Walter  0.  Holden, 
Eugene  L  Hall, 

Henry  Hapgood, 
Marshall  Hapgood, 
George  Jones, 
Albert  Moulton, 
Lewis  J.  Masters, 
George  N.  Pierce, 
John  H.  Pollard, 
George  B.  Parker, 
William  Reed, 
Joseph  N.  Robbins, 
Wm.  F.  Wood,  Lieutenant  Co. 

K,  6th  Regiment. 
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Wine  Months*  Men,  enlisted  in  other  Regimenta  without  a  bounty from  this  town. 

J.  R.  Vangezel,  Co.  E,  6th  Regt.,    G.  L.  Shaw,  Co.  F,  47th  Regt.. 
R.  Kinsley,  Co.  I,  48lb  Regt.,       G.  Warren  Knight,  Co.  E.  53d 
*  A.  Newton,  Co.  E,  6tb  Regt.,  Regt. 

*  Not  credited  to  this  town. 

HONORABLY  DISCHARGED. 

J.  F.  Blood,  Jr.,  Sept.  26,  1862, 
George  Handley, 
Luke  Smith,  April  1,  1862, 
D.  G.  Taylor,  Sept.  26,  1862, 
Daniel  R.  Briggs,  Feb.  1,  1862, 
Edwin  A.  Jones,  August,  1862,  i 

C.  A.  Hanscom,  Nov.  25,  1862, 
John  S.  Hoar.  Nov.  27,  1862, 
Geo.  B.  Parker,  March,  1863, 
A.  S.  Fletcher,  resigned,  March, 1863, 

William  H.  Loker. 

DIED  WHILE  IN  THE  SERVICE. 

Augustus  W.  Hosmer,  in  camp,  November  30th,  1861. 
James  R.  Lentill,  at  New  Orleans,  November  16th,  1862. 
Warren  R.  Wheeler,  at  Fort  St.  Phillip,  July  5th,  1862. 
Frank  Handley,  at  Fort  St.  Phillip,  July  7th,  1862. 
Albert  E.  Conant,  on  shipboard  on  voyage  home,  January  31st, 

1863. 
John  Keenan,  unknown. 
James  M.  Wright,  in  hospital  at  Philadelphia,  September  1st,  1862. 
Elbridge  Conant,  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  February  10th,  1863. 
Marivan  Miner,  at  New  Orleans,  1863. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Three  months'  volunteers  from  Acton,  42;  came  home  August  3d, 1861. 

Three  years'  men,  enlisting  without  town  bounty,     _    .    .  75 
"    with  "  _    .    .  23 

Nine  months'  men  who  received  the  town  bounty,     ...  38 
*'  enlisted  without  the  town  bounty    .  5 

141 
Not  credited  to  this  town,  15 

Leaving  the  town's  quota  of   126 
Discharged,  11  :  died,  9. 

WILLIAM  D.  TUTTLE, 
Acton,  March  20,  1863.  Town  Clerk. 



REPORT 

OF  THK 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  IN  ACTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  186Q-3. 

Gentlemen  of  the  CoamiTTEE : 

Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  town,  passed  at  tlie  last  April 

meeting,  authorizing  the  School  Committee  to  choose  a 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  we  were  chosen  to  fill  that  of- 
fice, an  oflice  we  had  not  sought,  and  which  we  accepted 

with  extreme  reluctance ;  feeling,  as  w^e  did,  that  it  was 
jnot  onl}^  one  of  much  responsibility,  but  one,  the  duties  of 

which  are  of  such  a  peculiar  nature,  that  it  would  be  im- 

possible to  give  satisfaction  to  all ;  especially  those  w^ho 
take  pains  to  find  fault. 

If  not  acceptably  to  all,  we  have  endeavored  to  perform 

the  duties  that  have  devolved  upon  us  honestly,  and  witli  a 

view  to  the  best  good  of  the  schools.  From  such  observa- 
tions as  w^e  had  been  able  to  make,  before  we  were  so  in- 

timately connected  with  the  schools  of  this  town,  we  judged 

that  they  would  compare  favorabh^  with  those  of  any  of  the 
towns  around  us.  Our  acquaintance  with  them  the  past 

year  has  fully  confirmed  this  opinion.  We  also  think  we  * 

can  truly  say  that  then*  prosperity,  the  past  3'ear,  has  been 
fully  equal  to  that  of  former  years. 

We  will  now  present  a  brief  view^  of  the  several  schools. 
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SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

E.  F.  Fuller,  Local  Committee. 

The  primary  department  of  this  school  was  taught  for 

the  year  by  Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner.  We  might  write 

much  in  praise  of  this  teacher,  and  her  methods  of  teach- 
ing ;  yet,  we  feel  that  the  highest  encomium  we  can  bestow, 

is  to  say  that  she  has  taught  eighteen  terms  in  her  own  dis- 

trict, with  the  increasing  respect  and  confidence  of  the  pa- 
rents and  love  of  her  scholars.  The  examinations,  at  the 

close  of  the  fall  and  winter  terms,  were  attended  by  a  large 

number  of  parents  and  friends,  whose  countenances  plain- 

ly expressed  the  interest  and  pleasure  they  felt  in  the  ex- 
ercises, which  were  all  very  good  indeed.  We  wish  to 

speak  of  the  singing  in  particular,  because  all  of  the  school 

joined  in  this  exercise — boys,  as  well  as  girls. 
The  higher  department  was  taught,  during  the  spring 

and  fall  terms,  by  Miss  Jennie  M.  Harris.  Miss  Harris  is 

a  teacher  of  much  experience,  and  had  won  a  high  reputa- 
tion, which  suffered  none  in  this  effort.  She  entered  upon 

her  duties  with  that  zeal  and  determination,  before  which, . 

the  obstacles  that  are  apt  to  arise  in  a  school  like  this,  must 

surely  disappear. 
From  our  first  visit,  we  felt  satisfied  that  the  committee 

had  made  a  wise  selection.  The  successful  termination  of 

the  school,  proved  that  we  were  not  mistaken.  The  ex- 
amination was  well  attended,  and  passed  off  pleasantly. 

Among  the  classes  we  more  particularly  noticed,  was  the 

first  class  in  reading,  the  classes  in  arithmetic,  and  the  class 

in  analysis. 

Some  maps,  drawn  by  members  of  the  first  and  second 

classes  in  geography,  were  exhibited,  which  were  neatly 
and  correctly  drawn. 

The  winter  term  was  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Frederic 

C.  Nash  ;  the  same  teacher  who  taught  the  winter  previous. 
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Mr.  Nash  is  an  excellent  disciplinarian,  and  brought  the 

school  to  that  degree  of  discipline,  which  we  have  rarely 

seen  in  any  other. 

In  all  our  visits,  we  were  much  pleased  with  the  good 

order  and  studiousness  of  the  scholars.  The  closing  ex- 
amination was  even  better  than  we  expected.  The  larger 

scholars  performed  their  parts  in  a  manner  that  reflected 

upon  themselves  and  their  teacher  much  credit ;  and,  among 
the  smaller  ones,  there  was  scarce  a  blunder. 

The  compositions  were  good ;  some,  in  particular,  were 
excellent. 

NOETH  SCHOOL. 

James  Keyes,  Local  Committee, 

The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school  were  placed  in 

charge  of  Miss  Sophia  S.  Harris.  Possessed  of  a  vigorous 

mind  and  healthy  body,  with  a  right  good  will  to  use  them, 

any  school,  under  her  care,  could  not  well  help  being  a 

good  one.  It  always  gave  us  pleasure  to  visit  this  school ; 

there  was  such  an  air  of  cheerfulness  pervading  the  school 

room,  and  the  faces  of  the  scholars  always  looked  so  pleas- 
ant and  happy.  The  closing  examination  proved  that  the 

school  had  not  only  been  a  pleasant  but  very  profitable  one. 
The  classes  in  mental  arithmetic,  and  the  second  and  third 

classes  in  reading,  won  for  themselves  much  praise.  We 

are  sorry  that  Miss  Harris  has  seen  fit  to  leave  the  ranks 

of  our  teachers,  where  she  has  labored  so  long  and  success- 
fully ;  yet,  we  are  aware  that  the  school  which  she  has  now 

entered,  has  claims  to  which  all  others  are  in  a  measure 

subordinate.  May  her  prosperity,  in  her  new  sphere  of 

life,  be  as  great  as  that  she  enjoyed  in  the  one  she  has  left. 

The  winter  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Mr.  A.  E. 

White,  of  Tuft's  College.  This  was  his  first  efibrt  at  school 
teaching,  and,  although  some  difiiculty  arose  at  the  first  of 

the  term  in  regard  to  the  division  of  the  advanced  class  in 
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reading,  we  consider  it  a  very  successful  effort.  Ambitious 

himself  to  excel,  and  willing  to  labor  to  the  e^^tent  of  his 

powers  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  school,  he  instilled 

into  the  minds  of  his  pupils  the  same  principles,  which 
caused  them  to  study  with  unwonted  zeal.  The  exercises 

at  the  close,  which  varied  but  little  from  those  of  every  day 

of  the  term,  exhibited  that  thoroughness  in  the  branches 

taught,  which  we  like  to  witness.  Where  all  the  classes 

appeared  so  well,  we  need  not  particularize.  At  the  close 
of  the  other  exercises,  the  teacher  was  presented  with  a 

beautiful  Bible,  by  one  of  the  young  ladies,  in  behalf  of  the 

school,  in  a  feeling  and  appropriate  speech.  So  deep  were 

his  feelings  that,  for  some  moments  he  could  utter  no  word 

in  response  ;  yet,  that  ver;5^  silence  conveyed  a  more  last- 

ing impression  than  w^ords  could,  that  there  existed  be- 
tween the  teacher  and  his  pupils  a  bond  of  friendship  that 

can  never  be  severed. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

D.  F.  Taebell,  Local  Committee. 

The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by 
Miss  L.  Arabella  Walker,  ofWestford.  She  came  before 

us  highly  recommended  as  a  successful  teacher,  and  we  felt 

no  hesitation  in  giving  her  our  approbation. 

During  the  first  term,  the  good  order  and  improvement 
was  such,  as  fully  met  our  anticipations.  The  second  term, 

though  by  no  means  a  failure,  was  not  w^hat  we  had  reason 
to  expect.  At  the  closing  examination,  some  of  the  class- 

es, and  some  of  the  scholars  in  particular,  appeared  well. 

The  school-room  was  beautifully  decorated  with  a  profusion 
of  wreaths  and  mottoes.  These  we  like  to  see  ;  yet,  the 

adornment  of  the  minds  of  the  scholars  should  not  be  neg- 
lected, for  the  adornment  of  the  school-room. 

The  winter  term  was  under  the  care  of  E.  F.  Richard- 

son.   As  this  teacher  is  a  particular  friend  of  ours,  w^efeel 



25 

that  we  shall  be  excused  from  saying  but  little  in  regard  to 

his  school,  on  the  ground  that  we  might  be  considered  par- 
tial. Suffice  to  say,  that  the  teacher  considered  it  one  of 

the  pleasantest  schools  that  he  ever  taught ;  and  that  there 
was  little  or  no  fault  found  in  the  district,  which  has  been 

proverbial  for  trouble  with  its  schools. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Jonas  Blodgett,  Local  Committee. 

The  primary  department  of  this  school,  for  the  spring 

and  winter  terms,  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Clara  Weth- 

erbee,  who  has  taught  here  several  terms  with  uniformly 

good  success.  Kind  and  affectionate  in  her  manners,  she 
seems  to  lead  children  to  do  right,  rather  than  force  them. 

Her  little  company,  notwithstanding  it  was  somewhat  bro- 
ken up  by  sickness,  appeared  very  well  at  the  <5lose  of  the 

winter  term.  The  various  classes,  as  they  passed  in  re- 

view before  us,  showed  a  degree  of  improvement  com- 
mendable to  themselves  and  their  teacher.  There  are  some 

very  pretty  singers  in  this  school,  and  we  enjoyed  their 

singing  much ;  yet,  we  think  it  would  be  more  interesting 

to  hear  all  the  little  ones  join  in  this  healthful  and  cheer- 
ing exercise. 

The  spring  term  of  the  higher  department  was  taught  by 

Miss  Nellie  Cowdrey.  Miss  Cowdrey  gained,  from  the 

first,  the  respect  and  good  will  of  her  scholars,  which  made 

governing  easy.  The  school  always «,ppeared  cheerful  and 
studious  when  we  visited  it.  At  the  close,  those  classes 

that  were  brought  before  us  in  a  manner  that  we  could 

judge  of  their  merits,  did  well.  The  declamations  and 

dialogues  were  good,  though  perhaps  there  was  more  of 
them  than  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  at  the  examination 

of  a  school  like  this,  where  there  are  so  many  classes. 

We  liked  the  appearance  of  this  teacher  in  the  school-room, 
and  think  she  would  win  a  high  reputation  in  this  vocation. 

4 
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Owing  to  the  comparatively  small  number  of  scholars  in 

each  department,  the  Local  Committee  thought  proper  to 

unite  them  both  in  one,  during  the  fall  term.  This  ar- 
rangement would  save  to  the  district  the  wages  of  one 

teacher,  and  give  the  scholars  the  benefit  of  a  longer  v/in- 
ter  term.  Miss  Clara  Wetherbee  was  placed  in  charge ; 

and,  although  it  made  a  large  school,  and  a  large  number 

of  classes,  she  got  along  well,  and  brought  the  school  to  a 
successful  close.  At  the  examination  the  classes  appeared 

well.  The  first  class  in  reading,  and  second  class  in  gram- 
mar, we  noticed  in  particular.  The  compositions,  which 

we  consider  a  noticeable  feature  of  any  examination,  where 

there  are  advanced  scholars,  Yvere  good. 

This  school,  during  the  winter  term,  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  having  for  a  teacher  Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  who 

had  labored  here  successfully  for  two  winters  previous. 

Mr.  Conant  has  long  been  known  to  the  town  as  a  thorough 

and  efiicient  teacher ;  and  his  history  has  been  so  often  and 

fully  written,  that  we  feel  we  can  add  but  little  to  it.  Suf- 
fice to  say,  we  consider  him  an  excellent  teacher  for  this 

school.  The  examination,  which  was  attended  by  a  large 

number  of  visitors,  passed  oflTwell.  The  classes  came  be- 
fore us  the  same  as  they  would  on  any  other  day  of  the 

term,  the  most  of  them  answering  promptly,  and  showing 

good  improvement.  We  noticed,  in  particular,  the  classes 
in  reading  and  spelling.  If  some  of  the  scholars  did  not 

make  that  proficiency^ they  ought,  the  fault  was  their  own ; 
the  teacher  labored  hard  enough  for  them. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

George  C.  Wright,  Local  Committee, 

The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  the  primary  department 

were  placed  in  care  of  Miss  Susan  C.  Huggins.    There  are 

many  good  scholars  in  this  school,  and  some  "  big  rogues," 
who  need  to  be  governed  with  firmness  and  decision.  We 
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think  the  teacher  labored  hard  to  promote  the  interests  of 

the  school,  and  in  a  measure  was  successful ;  although  her 

success  would  have  been  greater,  if  she  had  enforced  bet- 
ter order.  We  will  here  say,  however,  that,  if  we  have 

been  rightly  informed,  she  was  led  into  this  error  by  over- 
fearful  parents,  who,  thinking  she  might  be  too  severe, 

cautioned  her  in  regard  to  it.  At  the  close  the  classes 

generally  showed  a  fair  degree  of  improvement ;  some  of 
the  smaller  ones  did  very  well  indeed. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara  H.  Hapgood. 

Feeling  more  confidence  in  her  own  powers,  and  entering 

the  school  with  a  determination  to  bring  it  under  good  dis- 

cipline, she  was  successful  in  that  respect.  The  examina- 
tion was  very  good,  notwithstanding  the  school,  during  the 

last  part  of  the  term,  was  much  interrupted  by  sickness. 

The  classes  spoke  up  promptly  and  distinctly,  giving  life 
and  interest  to  the  exercises. 

The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  the  higher  department  were 

under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Clara  H.  Hapgood,  the  same 

teacher  who  taught  the  winter  primary.  Miss  Hapgood 
labored  in  this  school  with  good  success.  Some  of  her 

methods  of  teaching  we  liked  very  well  indeed ;  especially, 

for  those  branches  which  are  learned  principally  by  memo- 

rizing. At  the  close  of  the  school,  which  was  well  attend- 

ed, the  exercises  passed  off  with  much  credit  to  both  schol- 
ars and  teacher.  Some  very  good  maps  were  exhibited, 

which  were  drawn  by  the  classes  in  geography. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Eaton,  of 

Tuft's  College.  We  consider  the  committee  was  most  for- 
tunate in  securing  the  services  of  a  teacher  who  could  make 

good  the  place  of  the  excellent  one  of  last  winter.  Believ- 
ing that  scholars  like  those  under  his  care  could  govern 

themselves,  he  threw  them  upon  their  honesty  and  self- 

respect  in  such  a  manner  that,  with  few  exceptions,  they 
needed  no  reproof.    One  thing  we  noticed  in  particular  in 
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regard  to  his  teaching ;  that  he  instructed  his  scholars  as  to 

principled,  so  that  they  could  tell  "  why  they  went  through 

a  certain  process,"  rather  than  that  they  simply  "  had  gone 

through  it."  This  school  possesses  a  large  share  of  good 
ability,  which  this  teacher  knew  well  how  to  direct,  to 

make  the  greatest  possible  advancement.  Though  much 

interrupted  by  sickness,  not  only  of  its  members,  but  of 

its  teacher,  the  school  passed  a  very  satisfactory  examina- 
tion. Among  the  classes  which  we  noted  as  particularly 

good,  were  the  first  class  in  reading,  the  class  in  analysis, 

and  the  classes  in  arithmetic.  The  "  Independent,"  which 
was  read  by  Misses  Wheeler  and  Fuller,  was  a  spicy  little 

sheet,  abounding  in  humor  and  good  sense.  The  singing 

was  excellent ;  though,  as  we  have  before  remarked,  we 

had  rather  hear  all  the  school  sing  that  can, — and  we  be- 
lieve there  are  but  few  that  cannot  learn  when  they  are 

young.  If  the  harmony  is  not  so  good,  the  loss  of  it  is 

more  than  made  up  by  the  pleasure  we  feel  in  seeing  all 

enjoy  an  exercise  so  well  calculated  to  promote  health  and 

happiness. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Jaj^ies  E.  Billings,  Local  Committee. 

The  spring  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  S. 

Augusta  Davis.  Miss  Davis  has  taught  this  school  several 
terms  with  increasing  good  success.  Mild  but  firm,  she 

manages  to  secure  good  order  in  her  school,  though  there 

are  some  "  rogueish  boys."  We  consider  this  district  in- 
deed fortunate  in  having  so  faithful  and  judicious  a  teach- 

er. The  examination  at  the  close  showed  that  neither 

teacher  nor  scholars  had  been  idle.  The  teacher  of  the 

spring  term,  wishing  to  enjoy  a  longer  season  of  rest  than 
the  vacation  afforded,  the  committee  engaged  the  services 
of  Miss  Nellie  J.  Fletcher  for  the  fall  term.  Miss  Fletcher 

has  been  favorably  known  to  the  town  as  a  teacher,  for  a 
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number  of  terms  in  her  own  district.  From  her  good  suc- 
cess there,  we  felt  confident  she  would  do  well  in  this 

school.  Nor  were  we  mistaken.  Her  success  was  even 

better  than  we  expected.  At  the  close,  all  the  classes 

showed  a  good  degree  of  improvement.  Some  of  the 

smaller  ones  very  good.  The  compositions,  written  in  that 

easy,  natural  style,  which  showed  that  the  writers  were 

familiar  with  their  subjects,  were  such  as  we  like  to  listen  to. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  S.  A.  Davis,  the 

same  teacher  as  of  the  spring  term.  This,  we  think,  was 

her  crowning  eiiort.  Though  some  of  the  boys  showed  a 

disposition  to  take  advantage,  and  play  the  "  rogue  "  the 
first  of  the  term,  they  were  soon  brought  under  good  dis- 

cipline, and  the  school  went  on  pleasantly  to  the  close. 
The  examination  was  excellent.  All  the  more  advanced 

classes  recited  so  promptly  and  correctly,  showing  such 

marked  improvement,  that  we  hardly  knevf  which  to  give 
the  preference.  Some  very  pretty  declamations  were 

spoken  by  the  little  ones,"  and  some  very  good  compo- 
sitions were  read  by  one  of  the  young  ladies. 

Thus  far  we  have  said  nothing  in  regard  to  writing 

books,  although  they  were  exhibited  at  most  of  the  exam- 

inations. Some  of  these  showed  a  good  hand-writing  and 
good  improvement,  but  the  majority  were  lacking  one  or 
both  of  these.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be,  for  we  consider 

it  an  important  part  of  an  education  to  be  able  to  write  a 

neat,  legible  hand,  notwithstanding  the  idea  seems  to  be 

gaining  ground  that,  to  be  considered  as  having  a  great 
mind  and  literary  taste,  a  person  must  write  in  scrawls 

that  would  shame  the  ancient  hieroglyphics. 
We  have  noticed  that  the  writing  of  the  best  educated 

in  the  days  of  "  our  fathers,"  was  almost  invariably  neat 
and  legible,  if  not  elegant.  If  we  are  not  mistaken,  this 

branch  was  one  of  the  three  laid  down  to  be  taught  in  the 

first  schools  established  in  the  colonies.    Is  it  not  just  as 
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important  now  as  it  was  then  ?  Yet  how  many  we  find  at 

the  present  day  w^ho  can  talk  a  little  French,  or  read  a  lit- 
tle Latin  or  Greek,  that  cannot  write  their  ow^n  names  de- 

cently. Parents,  see  to  it  that  your  children  have  the 

requisite  means  to  learn  to  write  ̂ ¥ell ;  and  teachers  should 

prepare  themselves  to  teach  this  branch  more  thoroughly. 

Now  a  word  to  you,  parents,  about  absenteeism,  that 

great  hinderance  to  the  better  advancement  of  our  schools. 

Those  w^ho  have  preceded  us  in  writing  reports  of  the 
schools,  have  said  much  at  different  times  upon  this  sub- 

ject, though  no  more  than  they  ought.  If  you  could  only 

be  in  your  school  houses,  during  school  hours  for  one  w^eek, 
and  see  how  it  breaks  up  classes  and  hinders  the  progress 

of  scholars,  many  of  you  would  think  differently  from  what 

you  now  do  ;  and,  not  only  think,  but  act  differently.  We 

mean,  you  would  send  your  children  punctually  to  school. 

If  your  childrens'  bodies  were  suffering  for  food,  would  you 
not  consider  a  whole  loaf,  at  the  same  price,  better  than 

half?  On  the  same  reasoning,  when  the  minds  of  your 

children — immortal  minds — are  suffering  and  dwarfing  for 
the  want  of  intellectual  food  and  culture,  is  not  a  whole 

term,  at  the  same  price,  better  than  a  part? 

E.  F.  RiCHAKDSON,  Superintendent. 



REPORTS  OF  THE  LOCAL  COMMITTEES. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  S336  93 
Balance  from  last  year,  8  14 

Spring  and  Fall  Tekjis. 
Paid  Miss  Jennie  M.  Harris,  for  teaching  16  weeks,  at  84,50  per  week,  ̂ 72  00 

Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner,       "         "          "    4,00     >'  64  00 
Winter  Term. 

Mr.  Fred  C.  Nash,  for  teaching  11 1-2  weeks,  at  $10.00  per  week,  115  00 
Miss  Lottie  C  Faulkner,   "      12         "            4,50     "  54  00 for  wood,  23  62 
"  building  fires  and  cleaning  house,  3  75 
*'  two  brushes  for  blackboard, ^brooms,  chalk,  &c.,  4  60 

$338  97 Balance,  8  10 

$345  07 

$345  07 
March  4, 1863.  E.  F.  Fuller,  Committee. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  $200  33 
Balance  from  last  year,  2  97 

Paid  Miss  Sophia  S.  Harris,  for  teaching  16  weeks,  at  $4,50  per  week,  $72  00 
Mr.  Alphonzo  E.  White,        "       3 1-4  months,  - 113  75 
"  two  cords  of  wood,  11  25 
"  building  fires  and  care  of  house,  3  00 

$203  30 

$200  00 Balance,  3  30 
$203  30 

James  Keyes,  Jr.,  Committee. 
SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $200  33 
Balance  from  last  year,  _  60 
Received  of  W.  A.  Wilde,  38  14 
Received  of  non-residents,  5  00 

$244  07 Paid  Miss  L.  A.  Walker,  for  teaching  15  weeks  and  4  days,  $70  78 
Mr.  E.  F.  Richardson,        "       3 1-2  months,  140  00 for  wood,  12  00 
"  building  fires  and  care  of  house,  3  50 
"  cleaning  house,  two  brooms,  pail,  and  chair,  3  32 
"  chalk  and  dipper,  24 

$229  84 Balance,  14  23   $244  07 

March  20, 1863.  •  D.  F.  Tarbell,  Committee. EAST  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  $200  33 
Balance  from  last  year,  7  38   $207  71 

Paid  Miss  S.  A.  Davis,  for  teaching  11  weeks,  at  $4,50  per  week,         $49  50 
Miss  E.  J.  Fletcher,        "        "     "      "     "        "  49  50 
Miss  S.  A.  Davis,  "       15  "   6,50       "  97  50 for  cleaning  house,  building  fires,  and  two  brooms,  5  03 
"  repairs  on  house,  one  dipper,  .  1  42 

$202  95 
Balance,  4  7f 

$207  71 
March  21, 1863.  James  E.  Billings,  Committee. 
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CENTRE  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  $336  93 
Received  of  Dr.  Cowdrey,  6  00 

Spring  Term. 
Paid  Miss  Helen  Cowdrey,  teaching  8  weeks,  at  $4,50  per  week,  $36  00 

Miss  Clara  Wetherbee,   "       "     "      "    3,75      "  30  00 
Fall  Term. 

Miss  Clara  Wetherbee,  for  teaching  8  weeks,  at  $4,50  per  week,  36  00 
Winter  Term. 

Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  for  teaching  14weeks,  at  $10,00  per  week,  140  00 
Miss  Clara  Wetherbee,       "      "     "     "     3,75      "  52  50 
for  wood,                                                      *  21  00 "  care  of  house  and  building  fires,  4  50 
"  setting  glass,  pails,  brooms  and  chalk,  2  00 

$322  00 Balance,  20  93 

$342  93 

$342  93 J.  Blodgett,  Committee. 
WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $336  93 
Received  of  A.  Fuller,  7  50 
Paid  Miss  Susan  C.  Huggins,  teaching  16  weeks,  at  $4,00  per  week,       $64  00 

Miss  Clara  H.  Hapgood,    "       "  "     "   4,50  "                72  00 "      13  "     "   4,50  "                58  50 
Mr.  W.  E.  Eaton,             "      13  "     "  10,00  "              130  00 for  wood,  20  83 

taking  care  of  house,  4  75 

$344  43 

$350  08 
Deficiency,  $5  65 

March  20, 1863.  G.  C.  Wright,  Committee. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  1862-3. 

Districts. Names  of  Teaouers 

Length  
of  

School 

in  
months. 

Wages  
per  

month 

1 

Amount  
of 

Wages 

Wh
ol
e 
 n
um
be
r 

of
  

Sc
ho
la
rs
. Average  

number 

of  
Scholars. 

Number  
over  

15 
years  

of  
age. 

i 
  
 N

o.
  

un
de
r 
 

5. 

No.  
of  

Visitors  
at 

Examination. 

No
t 
 

ab
se
nt
  

or 

SPRING. 
iSOUlIIi Jennie  M.  Harris,  . 2 S18,00 $36,00 53 

47 

2 0 0 10 

Lottie  C  Faulkner, 2 16,00 32,00 61 
52 

0 1 0 13 

West,  -  . Clara  H.  Hapgood,  . 2 18,00 36,00 
42 

37 2 0 0 9 

Susan  C.  Hnggins,  . 2 16,00 32,00 49 
44 

0 7 0 14 
Centre, Helen  E.  Cowdrey,  . 2 18.00 36,00 

28 
25 

0 0 

75 

9 
u Clara  Wetherbee,  .  . 2 15,00 30,00 

35 

32 
0 0 0 4 

East,  .  . S.  Augusta  Davis, 23-4 18,00 
49,00 

41 
35 2 5 

40 South  East, L.  Arabella  Walker,  . 2 18.00 36,00 
34 31 

1 0 0 
10 

North,  . Sophia  S.  Harris,  .  . 2 18,00 36,00 

27 
25 

2 4 0 12 

183-4 
155 .00 S323,00 370 328 

9 

17 

FALL. 
South, Jennie  M.  Harris,  . 2 SIS, 00 •336,00 

47 

40 5 0 
75 Lottie  C.  Faulkner,  . 2 16,00 32,00 58 

53 
0 1 

75 
20 

West,  .  . Clara  H  Hapgood.  . 2 18,00 36,00 50 
38 

2 0 60 

Susan  C.  Huggins, 2 10,00 32,00 
52 

44 0 0 35 

Centre, Clara  WetherlJfee,  .  . 2 18,00 36,00 

52 

40 
1 0 

50 
13 

East,  .  . Ellen  J.  Fletcher,  .  . 23-11  18,00 49,50 42 36 2 6 40 4 

South  East, L.  Arabella  Walker.  . 2 18,00 36,00 32 23 1 0 
30 

9 

North,  . Sophia  S.  Harris,  .  . 2 18,00 38,00 24 22 0 1 
35 

S 

163-4 
.fl40,00 .f293,50 357 296 11 8 

WINTER. 
South, Jb  red.  C  Nash,  .    .-  . 27-8 

S40,00 $115,00 59 

54 

18 
0 

30 

1-1 

Lottie  C.  Faulkner,  . 3 18,D0 54,00 
61 

54 

0 1 56 

17 

Wfcfct,  .  . W.  E.  Eaton,    .    .  . 
31-4 

40,00 130,00 
52 

46 13 0 
100 

9 

Clara  H.  Hapgood,  . 
31-4 

18,00 58,50 58 46 0 1 
40 

1 

Centre,  . Luther  Couant,  Jr.,  . 
31-2 

40,00 140,00 
53 48 

17 
0 

90 

20 Clara  Wetherbee,  .  . 
31-2 

15,00 52,50 35 
32 

0 0 36 
13 

East,  .  . S.  Augusta  Davis, 
33-4 

26.00 97,50 46 38 
10 

2 46 1 

South  East, E.  F.  Richardson, .  . 
31-2 

40,00 140,00 31 
27 

0 9 
30 

1 

North, A.E.White,     .    .  . 31-4 35,00 
113,75 38 35 

15 
0 30 S 

297-8 
f?272,00 i  $901 ,25 433 380 

73 

13 
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•  ANNUAL 

REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FROM  FEB.  26,  1863,  TO  FEB.  26,  1864. 

AND  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

ALSO,  THE 

REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK, 

AND  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1863-64. 

CONCORD : 

PRINTED  BY  BENJAMIN  TOLMAN. 

1864. 





SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  received,  $20,146  90 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid. 

Jonas  Blodget,  for  Centre  School,  $335  43 
George  C.  Wright,  for  West  School,  335  43 
Emerson  F.  Fuller,  for  South  School,  335  43 
Daniel  F.  Tarbell.  for  South  East  School,  199  44 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  for  North  School,  199  44 
Joseph  Esterbrook,  for  East  School,  199  44 

$1,604  61 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
Paid, 

For  repairs  on  the  Centre  School  House,  $18  87 
"      "        "    West  School  House,  20  46 

■    ̂    "        "    South  School  House,  29  56 South  East  School  House,  11  50 
"    North  School  House,  1  48 
"    East  School  House,  1  40 

$83  27 
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BOOKS  AND  PRINTING. 
Paid. 

For  Printing  Warrants,  $4  50 
Dog  Notices,  1  00 

**      Selectmen's  Report,  10  00 
450  Pamphlet  Reports,  66  25 

**     Town  Record  Book,  4  50 
"     Tax  Books,  1  33   $87  58 

ABATEMENT  AND  DISCOUNT  ON  TAXES. 

Paid. 
John  E.  Cutter,  Abatement  on  Taxes,  $14  83 
John  E.  Cutter,  Discount  on  Taxes,  450  25 

  $465  08 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid. 

Hiram  B.  Livermore,  for  breaking  roads  84 
hours,  $10  50 

Nehemiah  Curtis,  for  breaking  roads  13  hours,  1  62 

Joseph  Noyes,  for  "    27  3  37 
Daniel  Harris,  for         "         "      8  1  00 
Francis  Kingsley,  for  repairs  on  highway,  7  69 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  railing  highway  and  repairing 
bridges,  11  97 

Simon  Bobbins,  for  repairs  on  highway,  7  91 
Silas  Conant,  for  teaming  stones  for  railing,  .  5  50 
Julius  M.  Smith  &  Co.,  for  joist  for  railing,  8  81   $58  37 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  SOLDIERS  AND  FAMILIES. 

Paid. 

For  State  Aid,  $2,314  64 
Recruiting  Expenses  for  17  men,  1,718  00 

 $4,032  64 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  TOWN  BUILDINGS. 

Paid. 

Town  Hall  building  committee,  $6,163  79 



5 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR.. 
Paid. 
Levi  Dow,  for  keeping  stranger,  $  62 
For  wood  for  Widow  Lewis  Chaffin,  26  67 

"  groceries  for  Widow  Lewis  Chaffin,  10  26 
City  of  Boston,  for  support  of  Sarah  Childs,  8  75 
Town  of  Concord  for  burial  expenses  of  Elmira 
Oliver,  5  00 

  $51  30 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid. 

Edward  F.  Richardson,  for  examining  teachers,  su- 
perintending schools,  and  writing  reports,        $40  00 

James  E.  Billings,  for  services  as  Overseer  of 
the  Poor,  5  00 

Do.  do.,  for  two  journeys  to  Cambridge,  re- 
specting Elmira  Johnson,  4  00 

Do.  do.,  journey  to  Boston  respecting  Sarah 
Childs  and  Adeline  Bobbins,  2  00 

Do.  do.,  journey  to  Marlboro',  respecting  Emer- 
son B.  Handley,  2  00 

Jonas  K.  Putney,  for  services  as  Overseer  of  Poor,  5  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  "  "  5  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  2  1-2  days  taking  inventory,  5  00 
Do.,  making  and  copying  taxes,  15  00 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  for  services  as  Town  Clerk,  15  00 
Do.,  for  collecting  and  recording  46  births,  9  20 
Do.,  "  recording  52  deaths,  7  20 
Do.,  "  "  9  marriages,  90 
Do.,  making  report  and  military  record,  5  00 
Samuel  Hosmer,  for  taking  inventory  and  making 
taxes,  15  00 

Eben. Davis,  for  do.,  do.,  15  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  for  collecting  taxes  for  1862,  70  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  for  services  as  Selectman,  8  50 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  do.,  do.,  30  00 
James  E.  Billings,  do.,  do.,  36  00 

NOTES  AND  INTEREST.  y 
Paid. 

Joseph  R.  Vaugesel,  Note  and  interest,  $62  76 
George  W.  Parks,  "       "  89  04 
Francis  E.  Harris,       "    ♦*       "  53  75 

$294  80 
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Augustine  Conant,  Interest,  120  00 
Frederick  Rouillard,  30  00 

Daniel  L.  Yeazey,       *•  6  00 
Daniel  Harris,  18  00 
Ebcnezcr  Conant,  180  00 
Joel  Hanscom,           **  40  80 
David  M.  Handley,     "  12  00   $612  35 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

Paid. 

Levi  Dow,  for  notifying  dog  owners  to  get  their 
dogs  licensed,  SI  50 

Levi  Dow,  for  killing  two  dogs,  1  00 
Daniel  H.  Wetberbea,  for  services  on  town  farm,  98  79 
For  coffin  for  Michael  Quinn,  4  50 
Concord  Fire  Engine  Co.,  6  00 
Francis  Kingsley,  for  stone  posts  for  iDurying 
ground,  6  00 

Do.,  for  building  wall  at  the  burying  ground,  91  65 
Thomas  Kingsley,  54  00 
For  town  pump,  7  75 
Wni.  D.  Tuttle,  for  stone  posts  for  bounds  and  set- 

ting same  on  the  common,  1  00 
For  surveying  and  making  plan  and  deed  of  land 

sold  John  Fletcher,  2  25 
Alonzo  Tower,  for  damage  caused  by  defective 
highway,  75  00 

For  insurance  on  Town  Hall  while  building,  53  50 
"         "          "    for  five  years,  150  00 

Albert  T.  Edmonds,  for  opening  vestry  for  Town 
meetings,  2  00 

Do.,  for  tolling  bell  for  twenty  deaths,  4  00 
Daniel  Jones,  for  goods  delivered  Mrs.  Harriet 
Bobbins,  19  88 

James  A.  Balch,  for  tolling  bell  for  four  deaths,  80 

George  Prouty,     "         "       "five      "  1  00 
Hiram  J.  Hapgood,          *'       "  twelve  "  2  40 
George  E.  Johnson,  for  burial  straps,  2  50 
For  furnace,  settees,  lamps,  &c.,  for  Town  Hall,  489  88 
Luke  Smith, -for  collecting  and  taking  care  of 

bell  metal,  ^  2  00 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  for  eight  days'  labor  at  burying 
ground,  10  00 

Francis  Dwight,  for  coffin  and  robe  for  J.  D.  Ogle,    6  95 
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Po.,  for  burial  of  42  persons,  82  86 
Do.,  for  making  return  of  40  persons  to  Town 
Clerk,  4  00 

Henry  M.  Smith,  for  burial  of  nine  persons,  18  00 
Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.,  for  transportation  of  soldiers 

in  1862,  15  15 
George  C.  Wright,  for  settees  for  West  School,  12  35 
Express,  4  66 
Stationery,  1  75 

 $1,233  12 

t 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY,  FEB.  26,  1864. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1862, 
State  Tax,  1863, 
County  Tax,  1863, 
Town  Grant,  1863, 
Town  Grant  for  Schools, 
Overlay  on  Taxes, 
Highway  Deficiencies, 
Dog  Tax, 
State  Aid  to  Jan.  1st,  1863, 
State  bounty  for  soldiers, 
Town  of  Sudbury,  for  tuition. 
Borrowed  money, 
Money  from  State  for  May  training,  1862, 
For  old  bell. 
From  State,  for  burial  of  J.  D.  Ogle  and  M. 

Quinn, 
Armory  rent. 
Town  of  Concord,  for  tuition, 
For  old  iron  and  ashes. 
State  school  fund, 

$292 80 

2,424 
00 

747 03 

4,000 
00 

1,500 

00 

265 48 
21 20 
45 

00 

2,416 01 

2,647 

17 

10 00 

5,395 

27 

87 
50 

119 59 

10 
00 

50 00 
20 

60 

21 
25 

74 
00 

$20,146  90 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  support  of  schools,  $1,604  61 
repairs  on  school  houses,  83  27 
books  and  printing,  87  58 

•  abatement  and  discount  on  taxes,  465  08 
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For  roads  and  bridges,  58  37 
appropriation  for  soldiers  and  families,  4,032  64 

"    Town  buildings,  6,163  79 
support  of  poor,  51  30 
Town  Officers,  294  80 
notes  and  interest,  612  35 
miscellaneous  expenses,  1,233  12 
State  tax,  2,424  00 
County  tax,  747  03 

 $17,857  94 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1864,  $2,288  96 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN  FEB.  26,  1864. 

Dr. 
To  balance  as  per  report,  Feb,  26,  1864,       $2,288  96 

amount  due  from  the  State  for  aid  furnished 
families  of  soldiers,  2,870  92 

 $5,159  88 

AMOUNT  DUE  ON  NOTES. 

Cr. 

By  Cash  of  Daniel  Harris,  $805  34 
EbenConant,  4,500  00 
Frederick  Rouillard,  1,700  00 

Silas  P.  Blodget,  795  27' 
David  M.  Handley,  200  00 
Daniel  L.  Veazey,  100  00 
Mathew  McKinney,             .  100  00 
Charles  H.  Blood,  100  00 
Joel  Hanscom,  680  00 
Augustine  Conant,  4,000  00 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  100  00 
James  Keyes,  Jr.,  600  00 
John  Wood,  500  00 
Elbridge  J.  Bobbins,  500  00 

Interest  on  Notes,  570  24 

$15,250  8 

Balance  against  the  Town  Feb.  26,  1864,  without 

including  the  balance  due  as  per  Overseers' 
report  for  1864,  $10,090  97 
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AMOUNT  OF  STATE  AID  PAID  EACH  PERSON. 

Paid. 
Charlotte  M.  Pike, 

$144 

00 

Maria  Fisk, 144 00 

Sally  Veazey, 144 00 

Betsey  M.  Sawyer, 144 00 

Betsey  Shehan, 
144 00 

TT    ll'      CI      T  _1  iiattie  b.  Jackson, 
144 

S.  H.  Wetherbee, 144 00 
Rosa  Miner, 144 00 

Margaret  Fitzpatrick, 
Rebecca  C.  W  right, 

144 
00 

116 00 
Joanna  Moulton, 104 00 
Catherine  Dweliey; dU AA 00 

Henrietta  Goss, 
52 

00 

Nancy  Huf>;gins, 52 
00 

1          111         1  ■*  1  T Charlotte  Blood, 52 
00 

Anna  E.  Robbins, 
52 

00 
Sarah  J,  Taft, 

52 00 Sarah  J.  Skinner, 
52 

00 
Martha  Wayne, 52 

00 

Berintha  W.  Sawyer, 

27 

43 
Eliza  W.  Reed, 14 00 
Sarah  Callahan, 35 60 
TT     111      "l%T  1i Huldah  Moulton, 

36 
00 

Mary  A.  Butters, 36 
00 

Helen  M.  Clark, 36 
00 L.  W.  Bowers, 

35 
00 

F.  L.  Whitcomb, 26 28 
Sarah  A.  Hutchins, 

13 14 

H.  C.  Holden, 13 14 
Maria  Morrill, 13^14 

Eliza  Kingsley, 

73 
Fannie  Parker, 2 

57 

S.  F.  Chaplin, 14 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,  ) 
JONAS  K.  PUTNEY,        [  Selectmen  of  Acton. 
J.  K.  W.  WETHERBEE,  ) 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1864. 
2 



REPORT  OF  TOWN  HOUSE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  $8,153  67 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  material  and  building  town  house,     $7,663  79 
*'    *'  fui-nace,  settees  and  other  fixtures,         489  88  $8,153  67 

Cr. 

By  lumber,  oil,  nails,  &c.,  on  hand, 
**  furnace,  settees,  &c., 

$75  00 489  88 

Total  expense  of  the  house, 

$564  88 

$7,588  79 

Daniel  Wetherbeb,  ̂ Samuel  Hosmer, 
James  Tuttle,  ^  nj- 

Cyrus  Fletcher,      >^  .*f^ 

•   David  M.  Handley,  ̂ Committee. A.  M.  Rowell, 
Luther  Conant, 



* 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES, 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE,  IN  ACTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1st,  1864. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND,  APRIL  1,  1864. 

1  pair  oxen,  $175,00,  1  horse,  70,00,  9  cows,  300,00,        $545  00 

3  sbotes,'  48,00,  30  bush,  corn,  42,00,  12  bush,  oats,  9,00,  99  00 
5  bush,  beans,  12,50,  3-4  bush,  peas,  .93,  22  fowls,  8,25,  21  68 
55  bush,  potatoes,  33,00,  1-2  bbl.  soap,  2,50,  350  lbs. 

pork,  43,75,  79  25 
75  lbs.  beef,  6,00,  4  bbls.  apples,  4,00,  36  lbs.  candles,  5,40,  15  40 
soap  grease,  1,25,  1  bbl.  pickles,  3,00,  10  lbs.  tallow,  .90,  5  15 
vinegar,  3,00,  53  M.  skewers,  26,50,  100  lbs.  ham,  14,00,  43  50 
59  lbs.  lard,  8,26,  3  1-2  tons  hay,  70,00,  37  lbs.  dried 

apples,  3,33.  81  59 
10  bush,  ashes,  1  25 

$891  82 

RECEIPTS. 

For  milk,  $344,62,  apples.  178,71,  calves,  46,96,  $570  29 
skewers,  40,13,  cows,  146,50,  pork,  20,61,  207  24 
beef,  18,79,  hay.  39,86,  labor,  70,00,  poultry,  9,70,  138  35 
eggs,  14,70,  turnips,  6,85,  onions,  5,41,  hide,  5,20,  32  16 
lard,  3,82,  pasturing,  1,75,  peas,  .15.  5  72 

$953  76 
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Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1863,  $822  05 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

p:xpenditures. 

Cloth  and  clothing,  $29,12,  boots  and  shoes,  16,13,  $45  25 
Skewer  timber,  4,50,  castings,  4,61,  earthen  ware,  2,50,  11  61 
Sn^ar.  14,13,  molasses,  24,82,  tea,  5,33,  coffee,  7,44,  51  72 
Meat,  56,61,  butter,  48,44,  cheese,  16,43,  fish,  7,77,  129  25 
Flour,  47,00,  rye  meal,  10,37,  corn,  2,37,  Indian  meal,  14,87,  74  61 
Salt,  4,90,  onions,  5,20,  bread,  1,86,  tobacco,  6,55,  18  51 
Yeast,  .40,  saltpetre,  .28,  spices,  3,99,  starch,  .24,  4  91 
Salaratus,  .40,  camphor,  .10,  lemons,  .13,  63 
Raisins,  .52,  oil,  2,15,  soap,  1,07,  rosin,  1,00,  4  74 
Wicking,  .39,  grass  and  garden  seeds,  5,14,  milk,  2,53,  8  06 
Cider,  1,70,  nails,  .73,  lampblack,  .4,  powder,  .60,  3  07 

Spirits,  .75,  cords,  .71,  tools,  13,59,  blacksmith's  bill,  17,25,  32  26 
Crockery,  .98,  plaster,  3,50,  potash,  2,15,  bone  meal,  .40,  7  03 
Sawing  bill,  1,11,  whips,  .38,  ladders,  4,28,  5  77 
Bill,  3,75,  barrels,  10,31,  lumber,  1,05,  glass  and  putty,  .52,  15  68 
Stove  polish,  .6,  paper,  .10,  repairing  pump,  5,00,  5  16 
Use  of  bull,  1,00,  labor,  1,75,  newspaper,  2,20,  4  95 
Cash  to  paupers,  .75.  wooden  ware,  .49,  1  24 

Expenses  to  Boston,  15,49,  Dr.  Cowdry's  bill,  7,58,  23  07 
Use  of  pasture,  20,00,  coffin,  7,20,  cows,  59,25,  86  45 
Heifers,  83,30,  shotes,  23,77,  brooms,  1,25,  108  32 
Salve,  .23,  matches,  .50,  use  of  wagon,  6,50,  7  23 
Use  of  winnowing  mill,  •  50 
Services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Wetherbee,  275  00 

James  E.  Billings'  services,  6  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney '3      "  6  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee's  services,  6  00 

$942  97 

$1,061  45 

$2,004  42 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  receipts,  $953  76 
Amount  of  expenditures,  942  97 

Cash  on  hand,  $10  79 
Total  amount  of  expenditures,  $942  97 
Amount  of -inventory,  April  1,  1863,  822  05 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

.  _  $2,004  42 
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Total  amount  of  receipts,  $953  76 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1864,  891  82 

 # —  $1,845  58 

$158  84 
Expense  of  victualing  foreigners,  10  00 

Total  expense  of  supporting  poor  in  Almshouse,  $148  84 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  foreigners)  supported  in 
the  Almshouse,  6 ;  average,  5  1-4  ;  present  number,  5. 

James  E.  Billings,      )  Overseers 
Jonas  K.  Putney,        >•  of 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  I  Poor. 

Acton,  April  1,  1864. 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  ACTON,  IN  1863. 

No.        Date  of  Birth.  Names.  Names  of  Parents. 

1.  Jan.  11,  In  Worcester,  Hattie  Emily  Smith,  daughter  of  Henry 
M.  and  Abbie  B.  Smith. 

2.  Jan.  12,  Frank  F.  Webber,  son  of  Gilbert  T.  and  Sarah  A. 
Webber. 

3.  Jan.  15,  William  Wilson  Schouler,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
G.  Schouler. 

4.  Jan.  28,  Fred  Everett  Cutler,  son  of  N.  E.  and   Sarah  A. 
Cutler. 

5.  Feb.  1,  Frederic  Stearns  Mead,  son  of  Varnum  B.  and  D.  Eliz- 
abeth Mead. 

6.  Feb.  4,  Addie  Henrietta  Barker,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Louisa 
M.  Barker. 

7.  Feb.  8,  John   Frederic  Kinsley,   son   of  Thomas  and  Maria 
Kinsley, 

8.  Feb.  13,  Rosalia  Etta  Fredericks,  daughter  of  William  A.  and 
Margaret  Fredericks. 

9.  Feb.  17,  In  Littleton,  Mary  Kate  and  Margaret  Ellen  Gubbins, 
10.  "      "     twin  children  of  James  and  Margaret  Gubbins. 
11.  Feb.  18,  In  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  Evergene  Adelia  and  Eugene 
12.  "      "     Appleton  Avery,  twin  children  of  James  E.  and  Har- 

riet B.  Avery. 
13.  March  3,  Carrie  Evelyn  Jones,  daughter  of  Elnathan  Jr.  and 

Elizabeth  Jones. 
14.  March  6,  Walter  A.  Richardson,  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Mary 

Richardson. 
15.  March  11,  Mabel  Loraine  Livermore,  daughter  of  Hiram  B.  and 

Laura  E.  Livermore. 
16.  March  25,  Florence  Perkins,  daughter  of  Isaiah  B.  and  Mary 

E.  Perkins. 
17.  April  21,  Albert  McDonald,  son  of  George  and  Mary  McDonald. 
18.  April  21,  Kate  Conway,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  Conway. 
19.  May  2,  A  daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Ellen  A.  Hale. 
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20.  May  24.  Freddy  Rand,  son  of  George  W.  and  M.  Augusta 
Rand. 

21.  May  26,  John  Franklin  Hosmer,  son  of  Cyrus  and  M.  Matilda 
Hosmer. 

22.  May  30,  Gilraan  Henry  Parlin,  son  of  Asaph,  Jr.,  and  Candace 
M.  Parlin. 

23.  June  5,  Herbert  Melvin  Taylor,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  A. 
Taylor. 

24.  June  11,  Frederic  Brooks  Noyes,  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Sarah 
C.  Noyes. 

25.  June  13,  Robert  Howard  Todd,  son  of  James  and  Margaret  C. 
Todd. 

26.  July  4.  Emma  Teel,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Mary  E.  Teel. 
27.  July  15.  James  Paul  Hayward,  son  of  Joel  F.  and  Sarah  E. 

Hay  ward. 
28.  July  16,  Myrtilla  Richardson,  daughter  of  Edward  F.  and  Fran- 

ces H.  Richardson. 
29.  Aug.  2,  Herbert  Augustine  Conant,  son  of  Luther,  Jr.,  and 

Celeste  J.  Conant. 

30.  Aug.  3,  William  Murphy,  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  J.  Mur- 

phy. 31.  Aug.  6,  Elmer  Ellsworth  Handley,  son  of  Reuben  and  Caroline 
M.  Handley. 

32.  Aug.  12,  Mary  Chase,  daughter  of  Thomas  N.  and  M.  Maria 
Chase. 

33.  Aug.  22,  Thomas  Haggerty,  son  of  William,  2d,  and  Catherine 
Haggerty. 

34.  Sept.  12,  Nixon  Ball,  son  of  Lewis  F.  and  Martha  D.  Ball. 
35.  Sept.  14,  In  Stow,  George  Alvah  Edson,  son  of  James  T.  and 

Susan  T.  Edson. 

36.  Sept.  23,  Nellie  Haggerty,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Hag- 
gerty. 

37.  Oct.  2,  Estelle  D.  Heath,  daughter  of  Edwin  H.  and  Isabella 
M.  Heath. 

38.  Oct.  2§i  James  Hannon,  son  of  l^ichael  and  Mary  Hannon. 
39.  Nov.  if),  A  son  to  James  L.  and  Frances  E.  Parker. 
40.  Nov.  13,  Frank  Cleveland  Wright,  son  of  George  C.  and  Susan 

H.  Wright. 
41.  Nov.  20,  Elizabeth  Griffin,  daughter  of  Morris  and  Catherine 

Griffin. 
42.  Nov.  23,  Etta  Cora  Temple,  daughter  of  John  and  Lottie  A. 

Temple. 
43.  Dec.  18,  Viola  Sophia  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Luke  and  S.  Sophia 

Tuttle. 

44.  Dec.  26,  A  son  to  Henry  A.  and  Mary  0.  Dwelley. 
Born  in  Acton,  38  ;  males,  23  ;  females,  15. 
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MARRIAGES  IN  ACTON,  IN  1863. 

No.  Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  Parties. 

1.  Jan.  1,  Loren  James  Bradford,  of  Japar},  and  Miss  Hattie  A. 
Burroughs,  of  Acton. 

2.  April  1,  Henry  Hartwell,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Augusta  H.  Pen- 
niman,  of  Concord. 

3.  April  3,  James  Wheeler  and  Miss  S.  Jennie  Rowell,  both  of 
Acton. 

4.  May  6,  John  White  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Rouillard,  both  of  Acton. 
5.  Aug.  2,  Charles  A.  Brown,  of  Fitchburg,  and  Miss  Anna  B. 

Atwood,  of  Acton. 
6.  Sept.  12,  Edward  C.  Cutcliff  and  Mrs.  Louisa  A.  Marble,  both 

of  Acton. 
7.  Oct.  10,  George  M.  Kendall  and  Miss  Henrietta  Conant,  both  of 

Acton. 

8.  Oct.  18,  George  F.  Keyes  and  Miss  Arabella  W.  Priest,  both  of 
Acton. 

9.  Nov.  25,  George  Conant,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Leora  E.  Willis, 
of  Stow. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON,  IN  1863. 

No.  Date  of  Death.  Name  and  Age  of  Deceased. 

1.  Jan.  15,  Mrs.  Hattie  R.  Conant,  aged  26  yrs.  8  mos.  25  days. 
2.  Jan.  22,  Widow  Nabby  F.  Hayden,  aged  73  years. 
3.  Feb.  5,  Mr.  John  Harris,  aged  88  yrs.  10  mos. 
4.  Feb.  14,  Nathaniel  B.  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Melisa  Jordan, 

aged  2  yrs.  7  mos. 
5.  Feb.  15.  Mr.  Joseph  Brabrook,  aged  83  yrs.  6  mos.  16  days. 
6.  "     "    Carrie  M.,  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Lydia  J.  Wilde, 

aged  6  yrs.  4  mos.  3  days. 
7.  March  25,  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Noyes,  wife  of  Capt.  Joseph  Noyes, 

aged  53  yrs. 
8.  March  28,  Patrick  Phelan,  son  of  Michael  and  Ellen  Phelan, 

aged  16  yrs.  4  inos.  21  days. 
9.  April  1,  Mr.  Reuben  Wheeler,  aged  81  yrs. 

10.  "    18,  Mr.  Lovell  Spaulding,  aged  69  yrs.  1  mo.  23  days. 
11.  "    21,  Franklin  Loker,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  M.  Loker, 

aged  19  yrs.  10  mos.  9  days. 
12.  April  26,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Bowers,  wife  of  Luke  W.  Bowers,  aged 

30  yrs.  10  mos.  6  days. 
13.  April  27,  Carrie  Evelyn,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Mary  J.  Fletch- 

er, aged  2  yrs.  3  mos.  15  days. 
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14.  April  28,  Mr.  Henry  Puffer,  aged  37  years. 
15.  May  2,  Lavina  W.,  daughter  of  Luke  W.  and  Mary  M.  Bowers, 

aged  2  yrs.  6  mos. 
16.  June  2,  Mr.  Joel  Conant,  aged  75  yrs. 

17.  "     3,  Capt.  Robert  P.  Boss,  aged  59  yrs 
18.  "     9,  Mr.  Abel  Bobbins,  aged  71  yrs.  9  mos.  / 
19.  July  2,  Franklin  B.,  son  of  Isaiah  B.  and  Mary  E.  Perkins,  aged 

9  yrs.  7  mos. 
20.  July  4,  Olvin  H.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Estabrook,  aged  5 

yrs.  11  mos,  4  days. 
21.  July  8,  Silas  F.,  son  of  Silas  Jr.,  and  Almira  Conant,  aged  6 

yrs.  9  mos.  13  days. 
22.  July  11,  Jeremiah,  son  of  James  and  Catherine  Hurley,  aged 

10  yrs.  1  mo.  25  days. 
23.  July  15,  Nellie  Celeste,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Esta- 

brook, aged  3  yrs.  10  mos.  17  days. 
24.  July  20,  Edna  C  Taylor,  daughter  of  Zohel#  and  Marthaetta 

Taylor,  aged  8  yrs.  8  mos.  27  days. 
25.  July  24,  Nellie  C,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Nancy  M.  Hayward, 

aged  6  yrs.  11  mos.  18  days. 
26.  July  27,  Bertha  Sophie,  daughter  of  Yarnum  and  Sarah  L.  Tut- 

tle,  aged  8  mos.  20  days. 
27.  Aug.  1,  Miss  Lucy  Jennings,  aged  75  yrs.  10  mos.  15  days. 
28.  Aug.  25,  xMrs.  Hannah  Hapgood,  widow  of  Ephraira  Hapgood, 

aged  77  yrs. 
29.  Aug.  30,  Mr.  William  Hosmer,  aged  59  yrs.  1  mo.  15  days. 
30.  Sept.  4,  Mr.  John  Tenny,  aged  35  yrs  6  mos.  10  days. 

31.  "    11,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Fletcher,  wife  of  Edwin  Fletcher,  aged 
30  yrs.  5  mos. 

32.  Sept.  15,  Flora  Abbie,  daughter  of  Henry  M.  and  Abbie  B. 
Smith,  aged  4  yrs.  5  mos.  6  days. 

33.  Sept.  29,  Mrs.  Mary  Knight,  wife  of  Simeon  Knight,  aged  82 

yrs. 
34.  Oct.  1,  Miss  Mary  A.  Pierce,  aged  17  yrs.  3  days. 
35.  "    15,  Alfred  Adams,  son  of  Nathan  S.  and  Louisa  W.  Adams, 

aged  18  yrs. 
36.  Oct.  25,  Miss  Martha  J.  Hyde,  aged  19  yrs.  3  mos.  14  days. 
37.  28,  William  W.,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  G.  Schouler, 

aged  9  mos.  13  days. 
38.  Oct.  29  Ida  Everlena,  daughter  of  Winthrop  E.  and  Lydia  A. 

Wood,  aged  1  yr.  I  mo.  17  days. 
39.  Nov.  3,  Mrs.  Mary  Matilda  Hosmer,  wife  of  Cyrus  Hosmer, 

aged  26  yrs.  9  mos.  11  days. 
40.  Nov.  25,  Mr.  Henry  Hapgood,  son  of  John  and  Mary  A.  Hap- 

good, aged  21  yrs.  9  mos.  20  days. 
41.  Dec.  5,  Mrs.  Sarah  Hosmer,  widow  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hosmer,  aged 

94  yrs.  7  mos.  13  days. 
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SOLDIERS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  SERVICE. 

No. 
1.  Jan.  31,  Albert  E.  Conant,  Co.  F,  80th  Reg.,  died  on  voyage 

home  from  New  Orleans. 
2.  Feb.  9,  Elbridge  Conant,  son  of  Silas  and  Eliza  Conant,  aged  21 

yrs.  7  mos.  19  days,  died  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  of  brain  fever. 
3.  Feb.  15,  Marivan  Miner,  Co.  E,  26th  Reg.,  aged  about  50  yrs., 

died  at  New  Orleans  of  consumption. 
4.  April  4,  Wm.  H.  Loker,  Co,  E,  26th  Reg.,  son  of  Henry  and 

Mary  M.  Loker,  died  in  action,  aged  21  yrs.  10  mos. 
5.  April  10,  George  W.  Knight,  Co.  E,  53d  Reg.,  son  of  Simeon 

and  Lucinda  P.  Knight,  aged  20  yrs.,  died  at  or  near 
New  Orleans. 

6.  July  10,  John  H.  P.  White,  Assistant  Quartermaster  of  26th 
Reg.,  aged  46  yrs.,  died  at  New  Orleans. 

7.  Aug.  9,  H^ry  W.  Laselle,  Co.  E,  26th  Reg.,  son  of  Charles  and 
Sarriet  Laselle,  died  at  New  Orleans,  aged  19  yrs.  5 
mos. 

8.  Oct.  13,  Eri  Huggins,  Co.  A,  26th  Reg.,  died  at  New  Orleans, 
aged  55  yrs.  9  mos.  5  days. 

9.  Nov.  29,  Lieut.  Geo;  L.  Shaw,  Co.  F,  47th  Reg.,  died  in  Bos- 
ton, aged  26  yrs.,  of  disease  contracted  while  in  the 

service. 
10.  Jan.  14,  Wm.  B.  Reed,  Co.  E,  26th  Reg.,  son  of  William  and 

Lucy  D.  Reed,  aged  21yrs.,  died  at  Franklin,  La. 
11.  Aug.  — ,  Mathew  McKinney,  Co.  E,  26th  Reg.,  died  at  or  near 

New  Orleans. 

12.  Dec.  1,  Lieut.  John  A.  Howard,  3d  Corps  d'Afrique,  died  at  St. 
James  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  of  fever. 



MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  history  of  the  nation, 
as  of  the  town.  In  the  great  struggle  for  national  existence,  though 
success  lias  not  always  attended  our  arms,  yet  upon  a  careful  survey  of 
the  whole  field  of  operations,  it  will  be  seen  that  important  advantages 
have  been  gained,  and  that  while  the  limits  of  the  rebellion  have  been 
greatly  narrowed  down,  its  military  strength  and  resources  have  been 
seriously  impaired. 

While  the  burdens  of  the  war  press  heavily  upon  the  resources  of 
the  nation,  taxing  to  the  utmost  the  financial  skill  of  the  government 
to  maintain  its  credit,  yet  the  people  have  not  abated  one  jot  of  heart 
or  hope,  and  if  we  mistake  not,  cost  what  it  may,  are  to-day  more  than 
ever  determined  that  the  struggle  shall  not  cease  till  the  rebellion  is 

crushed  and  every  obstacle  to  the  nation's  permanent  peace  and  pros- 
perity forever  removed. 

The  "  military  situation  "  so  far  as  Acton  is  concerned,  is  decidedly 
encouraging.  Thus  far  we  have  fully  met  every  requisition  of  the 
government,  and  have  a  sufficient  surplus  placed  to  our  credit  to  meet 
any  further  demands  that  may  be  made  upon  us,  at  least  for  some  time. 
It  appears  that  in  estimating  the  quotas  of  the  different  towns,  on  the 
late  call  for  500,000  men,  the  results  of  the  draft  of  July  10,  1863, 
were  taken  into  consideration  by  the  government,  and  that  the  quota 
of  Acton,  in  addition  to  the  proceeds  of  that  draft,  for  the  said  500- 
000,  vtsiii  fifteen,  a  number  less  by  two  than  was  at  first  reported,  and 
raised  by  the  recruiting  committee  ;  so  that  at  the  present  time  we 
have  an  excess  of  two  raised  on  that  call,  in  addition  to  thirty-nine  re- 
enlisted  men  and  six  new  recruits,  making  in  all  an  excess  of  forty- 
seven  men  with  which  to  meet  the  call  just  made  for  another  200,000, 
and  for  future  drafts,  should  there  be  any. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  town's  recruiting  committee  for  their  per- 
sistent and  well  directed  efforts  in  filling  the  several  quotas,  and  thus 

bringing  about  these  desirable  results. 
The  results  of  the  draft  of  July  10,  1863,  may  be  summed  up  as 

follows : 
Number  drafted,  35.  Of  this  number  20  were  examined  and  ex- 

empted ;  12  were  examined  and  accepted  ;  1  enlisted  prior  to  the 
draft ;  1  enlisted  subsequent  to  the  draft ;  1  failed  to  report ;  making 
in  all,  35.  Of  the  12  accepted,  11  procured  substitutes,  and  one  paid 
the  commutation  fee,  thus  making  the  net  proceeds  of  that  draft,  14. 
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Tbe  names  of  those  who  procured  substitutes,  paid  commutation 
money  and  enlisted,  are  as  follows  : 

Waldo  G.  Dunn,  enlisted,       Sylvanus  Hunt,  enlisted. 

Those  who  Procured  Substitutes. 

Charles  Sweatt, 
James  L.  Parker, 
Edwin  A.  Jones, 
Alonzo  Hapgood, 
Varnum  B.  Mead, 
Merrick  Puffer, 
Edwin  Tuttle  paid  commutation  money. 

S.  F.  Hosmer, 
Charles  Robbins,  2d, 
John  R.  Houghton, 
George  Conant, 
Hiram  Hapgood, 

Re-enlisted  Men  and  Volunteers 

It  was  hoped  that  a  complete  list  of  those  who  have  re-enlisted  from 
this  town  might  be  obtained  in  season  for  this  report,  but  as  the  re- 

turns from  the  several  regiments  in  the  field  have  not  all  been  sent  in 

to  the  Adjutant  General's  ofiice,  and  the  work  of  re-enlistment  is  still 
in  progress,  it  was  found  impossible  to  do  so. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  are  known  to  have  re-enlisted, 
and  of  those  who  have  lately  entered  the  service  from  this  town. 
Many  additions  will  undoubtedly  be  made  to  the  number  within  the 
next  thirty  days.  — 

Re  enlisted  Men,  {Veterans.) 

Capt.  Wra.  H.  Chapman, 
1st  Lieut.  Silas  P.  Blodget, 
2d  Lieut.  Elias  E.  Haynes, 
Privates  Henry  Brown, 

•*      Samuel  R.  Burroughs, John  B.  Cram, 
Geo.  W.  Cram, 
Nathan  Goss, 
Wm.  S.  Handley, 

"      A.  J.  Huggins, 
Delette  H.  Hall, 

"      Abram  Handley, 
"      Gilman  S.  Hosmer, 
"      Loring  M.  Jackson, 
"       Francis  Kinsley, 
"      James  Moulton, 
"       Charles  Morse, 
"       Benjamin  Skinner, 
"       Dennis  Sheahan, 

Warren  L.  Tee), 
Thomas  Wright, 

Privates  James  H.  Wood, 
Wm.  F.  B.  Whitney, 

,    John  Wayne, 
Lincoln  E.  Wheeler, 
Robert  C.  Chaffin, 

"      George  W.  Sawyer, 
James  W.  Fiske, 

"       James  Braut, 
"      Richard  Casey, 
"      George  Dale, 

John  C.  Fink, 

Joseph  Fasser, 
"      Wm.  H.  Herring, 

Richard  C.  Hess, 
Charles  McGuire, 
Peter  W.  Perry, 

V      Henry  Roselle, 
"      Frederic  R.  Stromier, 

John  Smith, 

"      George  A.  Schaffer, 
"      [David  Kirk. 

Total,  39  men  exclusive  of  officers. 
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Volunteers  Lately  Entered  the  Service. 

Thomas  Kinsley, 
Oscar  Dwelley, 
Albert  Rouillard, 
Eugene  L.  Hall,  enlisted,  not  sworn  into  service. 

Emery  Lothrop,       *'  *' 
Charles  Young,  11th  Regiment. 

Total,  6. 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  Town  Cleric. 

Acton,  March  25,  1864. 



REPORT 

OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  IN  ACTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1863-64. 

Gentlemen  of  the  School  Committee : 

It  has  been  a  question  of  some  moment  for  us  to  decide, 

whether  to  say  nothing  about  the  existing  evils  connected 

with  our  schools,  and  write  the  least  we  possibly  could 

and  have  it  pass  for  a  report,  or  to  express  our  thoughts 

more  fully,  and  risk  being  censured  for  trying  to  make 

some  great  display  of  literary  talent,  as  some  would  sneer- 
ingly  call  it ;  and,  for  making  an  extravagantly  large 

printer's  bill.  The  latter  course  we  have,  however,  de- 
cided to  pursue. 

And  first,  we  wish  to  speak  of  our  school-houses ;  and 
in  no  very  flattering  term  seither.  We  know  there  are  a 

plenty  ready  to  say,  they  are  good  enough  ;  what  would  be 
the  use  to  build  better  ones,  for  the  scholars  to  tear  in 

pieces.  If  you  should  build  ever  so  good  ones,  it  would 

not  be  long  before  they  would  look  as  bad  as  these  we 

now  have.  Why,  they  exclaim,  "  some  of  our  school- 
houses  have  not  been  built  comparatively  but  a  short 

time,  and  just  look  at  tliem,^^  That  is  what  we  say,  look 
at  them;  and  carefully  to ;  and  we  think  you  will  come  to 

the  sage  conclusion,  that  they  are  ill  planned,  ̂ oorZ?/  built 

i 
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shammy  things.  Now  we  want  candidly  to  ask  those  who 
think  they  are  well  arranged  for  the  convenience  and 

health  of  scholars,  and  teachers,  and  are  good  enough^  if 

they  can  give  any  description  of  them ;  if  they  can  tell 
what  color  they  are  painted,  or  whether  they  are  painted 

at  all.  My  word  for  it  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  could 

not  do  it.  How  should  they  ?  They  never  go  inside  of 

them,  unless  it  is  to  some  school-meeting  in  the  evening, 
when  there  is  a  prospect  of  some  trouble  being  fermented. 

We  suppose  many  will  consider  this  plain  language  ;  and 

indeed  it  is  so.  But  we  believe  if  they  could  see  the  de- 

fects of  our  school-rooms,  as  we  have  for  the  past  two 
years,  they  would  think  it  none  too  much  so.  We  are  not 
believers  in  the  oft  repeated  assertion,  that  our  scholars 

would  injure  and  deface  a  good  new  house,  as  quick  as 

they  would  an  old  dingy  thing,  with  benches  without 

paint  or  varnish,  and  walls  without  paper.  We  do  not 
believe  the  children  and  youth  in  this  town  are  so  m\ich 

worse  than  they  are  in  others ;  and  we  know  they  have 

large,  convenient,  and  even  ornamental  school-houses  in 
other  towns,  and  they  are  kept  well  too.  We  believe  if 

this  town  would  build  some  good  school-houses,  conven- 
ient and  well  finished,  that  our  scholars  would  take  pride 

in  keeping  them  so.  .  This,  in  a  measure,  is  proved  by  the 
fact,  that  the  house  in  the  South  East  District  was,  a  few 

years  ago,  well  repaired  and  the  walls  papered ;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  Committee  who  put  it  on  was  censured 

for  wasting  money  by  so  doing  —  as  the  scholars  would 
tear  it  off  in  one  term  —  it  remains  neat  and  whole  to  this 

day,  and  a  credit  to  him.  We  do  not  think  it  a  good  wa}^ 
to  cultivate  feelings  of  respect  for  puljlic  property,  by 
having  constantly  before  the  eyes  of  our  children  defaced 

benches,  dingy  walls,  and  plastering  hanging  from  the 
ceiling  here  and  there,  in  a  manner  to  tempt  even  those 

not  inclined  to  mischief,  to  hit  it  a  poke  and  tumble  it 
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down ;  any  more  than  it  would  be  a  good  way  to  cultivate 

thoughts  of  purity  and  chastity,  by  constantly  presenting 
to  the  view  pictures  obscene  and  immoral.  We  think  all 

should  be  as  willing  to  be  taxed  to  raise  money  to  build 

good  school-houses  for  their  children  to  attend  school  in,  as 
they  would  be  to  raise  money  to  build  a  good  toion  house 

to  attend  toimi  meeting  in,  and  we  think  if  the  town  is  able 

to  have  a  town  house  worth  some  eight  thousand  dollars, 
it  is  able  to  have  school-houses  worth  as  much. 

Sustaining  Teachers. — We  believe  there  is  no  greater 
evil  connected  with  our  common  schools,  (certainly  not  if 

we  except  absenteeism,)  than  that  of  not  fully  sustaining 

teachers.  This  perhaps  will  apply  more  particularly  to 

schools  in  the  country,  than  to  those  in  cities,  where 

parents  well  understand  that  any  interference  on  their 

part  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  teachers  will  not  be 

tolerated.  In  cities,  teachers  usually  teach  years  in  the 

sapie  school,  while  in  the  country,  with  few  excep- 
tions, if  the  same  teacher  is  retained  in  one  school  for 

two,  or  three  terms  at  most,  it  is  an  instance  truly  worthy 

of  comment.  Now  the  question  arises,  what  makes  the 

difference  ?  Simply  this :  in  the  first  instance  parents 
mind  their  own  business,  and  allow  those  who  are  chosen 

for  that  purpose,  to  say  when  a  teacher  is  doing  right,  or 

when  he  is  not ;  in  the  second  instance  parents  are  con- 
stantly intermeddling  with  teachers,  and  finding  fault  with 

every  little  thing  that  don't  please  them.  A  small  speck 
seen  in  a  school's  horizon  at  the  first  of  the  term,  is  talked 
about  and  magnified,  until  to  the  view  of  many  it  be- 

comes an  awful  cloud,  enveloping  in  utter  darkness  all 

good  qualities.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  understood,  that 
we  would  retain  in  school  a  teacher,  who  did  not  in  any 

respect  try  to  do  their  duty,  or  who  were  wholly  unfit  for 

the  position ;  by  no  means  —  we  would  dismiss  them  at 
once.    But  committees  and  parents  do  not  always  agree 
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as  to  what  teachers  ought  to  he  dismissed,  and  what  not. 

Frequently  parents  are  heard  to  say,  wiiat  is  the  use  to 

keep  such  a  teacher  in  school ;  they  are  not  doing  any 

good,  the  money  is  only  being  thrown  away.  Now  upon 
what  foundation  are  such  remarks  usually  based ;  simply 

this ;  they  have  heard  the  teacher  has  done  thus  and  so. 

He  has  made  rules  that  they  don't  think  there  is  any  need 
of,  or  that  are  right ;  and  that  he  has  requested  exercises  of 

the  scholars,  that  never  was  asked  of  them  when  they  went 

to  school.  Ask  them  if  they  have  been  into  the  school  to 

see  if  they  have  been  rightly  informed,  and  they  will  an- 
swer, oh,  no  !  we  have  not  been  near  the  school.  On  the 

other  hand  the  Committee  visits  the  school ;  sees  and  in- 

vestigates for*  himself,  and  finds  altogether  a  different  state  * 
of  aftairs  from  what  flying  repoVts  say ;  and  can  see  no 

sufficient  reason  for  dismissing  the  teacher.  Ah  !  if  some 

people  only  knew  how  deeply  they  often  injure  others  by- 
censuring  them  before  they  know  whether  they  have  been 

rightly  informed  in  regard  to  them  or  not,  or  know  what 

the  real  motive  w^as  that  actuated  the  censured  party,  or 
by  what  circumstances  they  were  surrounded,  how  much 

trouble  it  would  save  in  the  world,  especially  in  schools. 

Oft-times  we  hear  it  said  of  teachers,  they  are  so  proud  and 
haughty  they  cannot  speak  to  any  one,  when  all  the  while 

they  are  yearning  for  the  w^arm  grasp  of  some  friendly 
hand,  and  a  Avord  of  encouragement  from  some  parent 

who  sends  children  to  their  school.  Perhaps  it  w^ould  be 
well  for  those  who  are  so  particular  about  etiquette,  to 

bear  in  mind  that,  when  a  stranger  comes  into  their  place 

to  stop,  theij  not  he,  are  the  ones  to  speak  first  without  a 

formal  introduction.  We  think  a  safe  rule  to  go  by  in  re- 
gard to  the  support  of  teachers  is  to  do  by  them  under  all 

circumstances,  as  we  would  wish  to  have  a  child  of  our 

own  done  by,  if  they  should  go  among  strangers  to  teach. 
4 



26 

Absenteeism. — Although,  in  our  former  report  we  spoke 
of  this,  we  cannot  forbear  saying  a  few  words  now ;  for 
we  believe  it  is  one  of  those  evils  that  can  be  remedied 

only  by  being  constantly  kejDt  in  view.  Why  is  it  that 
jDarents  will  be  so  blind  to  their  own  interests,  and  that  of 

their  children  as  not  to  have  them  attend  school  punctu- 
ally, if  possible,  and  derive  the  full  benefit  of  the  money 

that  is  expended  for  them.  The  problem  in  one  of  the 

old  arithmetics  about  the  time  it  would  take  a  toad  to  get 

out  of  a  well,  that  fell  back  two  feet  every  night,  for  three 

he  got  ahead  in  the  daytime,  would  be  a  good  one  for 

those  scholars  to  work  out,  who  for  every  three  days'  at- 
tendance are  absent  two.  They  would  probably  find  it 

would  take  ten  or  twelve  terms  to  make  that- advancement 

they  ought  to  in  less  than  half  that  time.  A  teacher  usu- 

ally has  enough  to  do  in  school  hours,  without  being  hin- 
dered and  perplexed  by  scholars  who  were  absent  the  day 

before,  coming  to  him  and  asking  him  where  this  and  that 

lesson  is.  Besides  they  are  a  dead  weight  upon  their 

classes,  always  tending  to  keep  them  back.  It  is  a  pity 
that  all  parents  could  not  have  the  infinite  pleasure  of 

teaching  one  term  of  school ;  then,  though  they  might  not 

like,  they  would  acknowledge  the  justness  of  what  we 
have  said. 

We  will  now  give  a  brief  view  of  the  several  schools 
and  teachers. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

E.  F.  Fuller,  Local  Committee, 

The  Primary  Department  of  this  school,  for  the  spring 

and  fall  terms,  was  taught  by  Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 

the  same  honored  teacher  who  has  had  charge  of  it  so 

long.  Under  her  guidance  this  school  has  made  great  ad- 
vancement ;  not  only  intellectually  but  morally.  A  real 

live  working  teacher,  neither  sparing  pains  nor  labor  for 
the  improvement  of  those  committed  to  her  care,  she  has 
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earned  a  reputation  that  any  one  might  well  feel  proud 
of.  At  the  examination  of  the  school  all  the  classes 

showed  excellent  improvement.  Most  of  the  writing- 

books  —  of  which  there  were  forty-two  —  looked  neat 
and  were  well  written,  considering  that  most  of  the 

writers  were  but  eight  and  ten  years  old  —  some  even 
less  than  eight.  It  was  evident  that  good  attention  had 

been  paid  to  this  branch  of  study.  Another  thing  was 

also  evident,  and  that  was  the  advantage  of  having  the 

same  teacher  a  succession  of  terms.  The  singing  by  both 

boys  and  girls  was  excellent.  Miss  Faulkner  not  wishing 
to  teach  the  winter  term,  the  Committee  finally  decided  to 

engage  the  services  of  Miss  Helenette  Colby,  of  War- 
ner, N.  H.,  the  teacher  who  taught  the  spring  and  fall 

terms  of  the  higher  department.  Miss  Colby  labored 

with  much  zeal  to  keep  the  school  up  to  its  former  high 

standing ;  and  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  examination 
showed  thiit  she  had  successfully  done  this.  Her  method 

of  teaching  in  this  school,  though  differing  in  some  re- 
spects from  their  former  teachers,  was  on  the  whole,  so 

nearly  the  same,  that  it  did  not  take  the  scholars  so  long  to 

get  acquainted  with  them,  as  is  usually  the  case  when  a 

new  teacher  enters  a  school.  The  gymnastic  exercises  in 

which  all  the  school  engaged  were  well  performed,  inter- 
esting and  we  believe  useful.  The  higher  department  for 

the  spring  and  fldl  terms,  was  taught  by  Miss  Colby. 
The  school  was  a  profitable  one  to  those  scholars  who  tried 

to  govern  themselves,  and  also  avail  themselves  of  the 

good  instruction  the  teacher  gave  in  the  various  branches 

taught.  At  the  closing  examination  individual  scholars, 

more  than  classes,  showed  good  improvement.  With  the 

right  stimulus  to  action  this  teacher  is  capable  of  taking 

high  rank.  The  winter  term  of  the  higher  department, 

was  taught  by  Mr.  A.  E.  White,  the  same  teacher  who 

taught  the  North  school  the  winter  previous.    Of  this 
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teacher  we  need  say  but  little ;  his  labors  will  speak  for 

him,  as  long  as  those  scholars  who  stood  faithfully  and 

honorably  by  him  shall  live.  We  believe  that  many, 

who  had  before  been  dull,  backward  scholars  will,  as  years 

roll  away,  look  back  with  feelings  of  gratitude  to  this 

teacher  as  a  true  friend ;  who  toiled  faithfully  for  their 

greatest  good  against  all  opposition  and  censure.  One 

thing  all  admitted,  even  those  who  opposed  him  most, 

that  their  children  learned ^as^  rate^  and  were  not  abused. 

The  examination  showed  just  what  we  expected,  thorough- 
ness and  great  improvement.  At  its  close,  the  scholars, 

to  show  their  respect  and  appreciation,  presented  the 

teacher  with  a  beautiful  album  and  gold  ring. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Isaac  T.  Flagg,  Local  Committee. 

The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by 
Miss  Angenette  Wheeler,  of  Acton.  This  was  her 

first  effort  at  school  teaching,  and  we  think  a  very  good 

one.  Mild  and  pleasant  in  her  intercourse  with  her  schol- 
ars, she  so  gained  their  good  will  that  governing  was  easy. 

She  labored  earnestly  for  the  advancement  of  her  little 

charge,  and  was  successful  beyond  our  expectations,  as 

the  examination  showed.  Gymnastic  exercises  were  in- 
troduced to  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  the  school.  The 

winter  term  of  this  school  was  placed  in  charge  of  Mk.  B. 

T.  Kinsman,  of  Tuft's  College.  Mr.  Kinsman  is  a  young 
man  of  fine  abilities,  though  quiet  and  unassuming  in  the 

school-room.  Some  difficulty  arose  in  this  school  in  re- 
gard to  the  division  of  the  class  in  the  higher  reader, 

which  v.^as  referred  to  us  to  decide.  We  decided  in  favor 

of  the  division  the  ̂ teacher  had  made ;  not  however  to 

please  him,  but  because  we  believed  it  right.  In  our 
visits  to  the  school  we  noticed  that  the  teacher  seemed  in- 

clined to  lead  his  scholars  to  do  right  by  good  example, 
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rather  than  use  coercive  measures ;  a  course  that  would 

perhaps  be  questionable,  where  there  are  rogueish  boys 
who  need  both  combined.  The  classes  generally  made 

fair  improvement ;  the  spelling  classes  in  particular  were 

very  good.  At  the  close  of  the  examination  the  teacher 

was  presented  with  a  handsome  album,  which  showed  the 

esteem  and  good  will  of  his  scholars. 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

D.  F.  Tarbell,  Local  Committee,  ■ 

Miss  Clara  T^^eatherbee  had  charge  of  the  spring  and 
fall  terms  of  this  school.  Miss  Weatherbee  has  long  been 
known  to  the  town  as  a  teacher  of  merit ;  and  we  think 

her  reputation  sufiered  none  by  her  effort  in  this  school. 

In  all  our  visits  the  school  appeared  quiet  and  orderly ; 

and  the  happy  faces  of  the  scholars  showed  that  they  were 

enjoying  the  hours  of  school.  The  examination  passed  off 

pleasantly,  and  showed  a  degree  of  improvement  credita- 

ble to  scholars  and  teacher.  The  winter  term  was  placed" 
in  care  of  Mr.  Omar  A.  Flint,  of  this  town.  We  knew 

Mr.  Flint  to  be  a  young  man  of  excellent  moral  character, 

and  a  fine  scholar ;  and  had  no  fears  in  giving  him  our  ap- 
probation to  enter  the  school  but  what  he  would  keep  a 

good  one,  though  it  was  his  first  term.  And  he  did  keep 

a  good  and  profitable  ̂ school,  for  all  those  scholars  who 
went  to  school,  not  to  dictate  as  to  what  they  should  or 

should  not  do,  but  to  obey  the  requirements  of  the  teacher, 

and  strive  to  the  best  of  their  ability  to  learn.  We  believe 

if  the  intentions  of  all  in  the  district  to  promote  the  inter- 

ests of  the  school  had  been  as  good  as  the  teacher's,  there 
would  have  been  no  occasion  to  find  fault.  The  examina- 

tion was  a  good  one,  better  even  than  we  expected  ;  show- 
ing good  improvement  in  the  classes  generally,  and  in 

some  very  goo(\..  The.  writing  books  showed  good  atten- 
tion had  been  paid  to  them.  AYe  think  this  teacher  will 

yet  win  a  good. reputation  as  such. 
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WEST  SCHOOL.  ^ 
Geo.  C.  Wright,  Local  Committee. 

The  primary  department  of  this  school  was  taught  for  the 

year  by  Miss  Susan  C.  Huggins.  Miss  Huggins  has  im- 
proved greatly  as  a  teacher  since  the  first  term  she  had 

charge  of  this  school.  In  our  visits,  we  found  the  order 

nearer  what  we  could  wish,  and  her  methods  of  teaching- 
superior  to  what  they  had  been.  As  an  inevitable  result 

of  this,  the  school  made  good  improvement.  This  was 

plainly  evident  at  the  examinations,  which  were  credit- 
able to  both  scholars  and  teacher,  and  we  think  in- 

teresting and  gratifying  to  the  parents  and  friends  who 

were  present. 

The  higher  department  was  under  the  instruction  of 

Miss  Clara  H.  Hapgood,  for  the  spring  and  fall  terms. 

Miss  Hapgood  commenced  her  labors  with  her  accustomed 

zeal,  and  had  it  not  been  for  her  failing  health,  owing  to 
too  much  care  and  anxiety  on  account  of  sickness  at  home, 

would  have  merited  that  approbation  which  she  has  al- 
ways won.  The  labor  required  to  govern  and  teach  a  school 

like  this,  though  one  of  the  best  in  town,  is  so  exhausting 

that  a  teacher  needs  to  expend  all  their  powers  of  body 

and  mind  in  it  to  carry  it  forward  with  that  success  which 

would  be  expected.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  ex- 
amination was  as  good  as  we  anticipated ;  showing  that 

the  school,  if  not  the  most  profitable,  was  not  an  unprofit- 
able one.  We  hope,  after  a  rest  to  recruit  mind  and 

body.  Miss  Hapgood  will  again  engage  in  the  work  of 

teaching,  for  which  she  is  well  fitted. 
The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  E.  Crosby, 

of  Tuft's  College.  Mr.  Crosby  is  a  superior  scholar  and 
has  a  good  faculty  of  imparting,  his  ideas  to  others.  Kind 
and  courteous  with  his  scholars,  he  early  won  their  esteem 

and  good  will,  so  that  none  but  inveterate  rogues  would 

try  to  take  advantage.    The  examination  was  an  honest 
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affair,  without  gilt  or  varnish,  and  was  very  satisfactory 

to  lis  and  the  large  number  of  visitors  present.  There 

are  some  excellent  classes  in  this  school,  that  would  re- 

flect credit  upon  an  academy ;  for  instance,  the  class  in 

Analysis,  and  first  class  in  Arithmetic.  The  wonder  is, 

how  the  teacher  accomplished  so  much  under  the  un- 
favorable circumstances  of  an  inconvenient  and  crowded 

school-room  and  so  large  a  number  of  classes. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Joseph  Esterbrooks,  Local  Committee. 

The  Spring  and  Eall  terms  of  this  school  were  placed 

in  charge  of  Miss  Jennie  M.  Harris,  an  old  teacher, 

who  had  earned  a  good  reputation  by  her  success  in 
several  of  the  schools  in  town.  We  always  found  the 

school,  while  under  her  care,  orderly  and  studious  ;  each 

scholar  seeming  to  know  their  proper  place  and  business. 

The  school  was  much  broken  up  by  sickness,  and  five 

of  its  members  were  removed  by  death.  Notwithstanding 

these  interruptions,  the  examination  was  quite  good. 

Among  the  classes  we  noticed  more  particularly,  were  those 

in  Geography,  the  first  division  in  Written  Arithmetic 

and  the  Primer  class.  The  writing  books  looked  neat 

and  showed  good  improvement. 

In  consequence  of  some  misunderstanding  between  the 
Committee  and  two  female  teachers  who  both  laid  claim 

to  the  school,  it  was  decided  to  employ  a  male  teacher  for 

the  Winter  term.  Accordingly  the  services  of  Mr.  H. 

E.  Elliot,  of  Tuft's  College,  were  engaged.  Mr.  Elliot, 
is  a  young  teacher,  of  but  little  experience,  but  he  entered 
the  school  with  the  cleter^iination  to  have  a  prosperous 

one,  and  to  a  good  degree  was  successful.  Full  of  life 

and  animation,  he  kept  his  scholars  wide  awake  and  in 

good  working  order.  The  examination  showed  that  the 

classes  in  general  had  made  fair  improvement.  Some 
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of  them,  especially  in  Reading  and  Spelling,  did  very 
well.  The  exercises  in  Mental  Arithmetic  were  deservinof 

of  particular  commendation. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Jonas  Blodget,  Local  Committee, 

The  primary  and  higher  departments  were  united  into 

one  school  during  the  Spring  and  Fall  terms,  and  Miss 

A^ELLiE  J.  Fletcher  placed  in  charge.  We  think  Miss 
Fletcher  had  good  courage  to  undertake  to  govern  and 

teach  such  a  school  as  this,  which,  though  not  much  larger 
than  some  others  in  town,  requires  much  firmness  and 

decision  in  government,  and  composed  as  it  was  of  all 

ages  and  sizes,  there  was  a  large  number *of  classes.  The 
teacher  labored  hard,  and  if  some  thought  the  order  was 

not  all  that  could  be  desired,  they  must  bear  in  mind  the 

disadvantages  under  which  the  teacher  was  placed,  and 

that  none  but  those  of  the  most  vigorous  mind  and  body 

could  successfully  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them  in 
such  a  school.  At  the  examination,  the  classes  in  Mental 

Arithmetic,  the  smaller  classes  in  Reading  and  the  classes 

in  Geography,  we  noticed  more  particularly.  This  school 

exhibited  the  best  register  of  any  of  the  schools ;  twenty- 
six  being  neither  absent  or  tardy  the  first  term,  and 

twenty-seven  the  second. 
Miss  Fletcher  also  had  charge  of  the  Winter  Primary. 

Here  she  performed  a  good  work ;  bringing  the  school 

under  good  discipline,  and  advancing  the  scholars  in  a 

thoroua"h  and  efficient  manner.  The  examination  was 
interesting  to  all  present ;  all  the  classes  doing  well  and 

shoAving  that  the  school  had  beelti  a  profitable  one. 

The  higher  department  for  the  Winter  term  was  again 

taught  by  Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.  This  teacher's 
history  is  already  before  the  town,  written  by  himself, 

in  many  of  our  schools,  by  his  labors  to  advance  their 
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interests.  Suffice  it  for  us  to  sa}^,  we  think  he  has  written 
no  higher  page  than  that  of  last  winter.  The  examination 

was  indeed  a  good  one,  the  classes  answering  promptly 

and  correctly,  proving  that  both  teacher  and  scholars  had 

labored  earnestly  in  the  good  work  of  education^ 

In  closing,  we  would  say,  that  we  think  the  schools, 

as  a  whole,  have  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  prosperity  the 

past  year.  Better  attention  has  been  paid  to  Reading, 

Spelling  and  Writing ;  hence  the  schools  stand  higher  in 

this  respect  than  they  did  a  year  ago.  Composition  and 
Declamation  have  also  claimed  their  share  of  attention  in 

most  of  the  schools,  and  with  very  good  results,  as  we 

were  pleased  to  witness  at  many  of  the  examinations. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  text  books  for  the 

last  year,  although  we  should  have  liked  to  introduce 

Wilson's  new  series  of  Eeaders,  the  best,  we  think  all  will 
say  who  carefully  look  them  over,  yet  published.  The 

main  reason  why  we  did  not  try  to  introduce  them  at  the 

commencement  of  the  Winter  term  was,  because  the  agent 
was  round  so  near  the  time  for  the  schools  to  commence, 

that  we  supposed  the  store-keepers  and  many  of  the 
scholars  would  have  their  supply  of  books  purchased,  and 

object  to  making  the  change.  We  hope,  however,  to  see 
them  introduced  the  next  term. 

We  would  not  have  the  idea  prevail,  because  we  have 

spoken  thus  plainly  in  our  report,  that  there  are  no  true 
friends  of  common  schools  in  the  town  of  Acton,  by  no 

means  !  for  we  know  there  are  many.  All  that  is  needed 

is  for  them  to  take  a  ̂ rm,  decided  stand  as  such,  ever 

bearing  in  mind  the  great  truth  once  uttered  by  the 

learned  John  Quincy  Adams  :  ' '  That  the  best  legacy  a 
man  could  leave  the  world  is  a  family  of  well  educated 

cildren,  who  would  be  useful  ornaments  to  society." 

E.  F.  RICHAEDSON,  Superintendent, 



REPORT  OF  THE  LOCAL  COMMITTEES. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation.  $335  43 
Balance  from  last  year,  20  93   S356  36 

Spring  and  Fall  Terms. 

Paid  Miss  Nellie  J.  Fletcher,  for  teaching  9  1-2  weeks,  at  f$4.50  per 
week,  $  42  75 

"       Nellie  J.  Fletcher,  for  teaching  10  weeks,  at  $4.50  per  week,   45  00 
Winter  Term. 

Paid  Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  for  teaching  15  weeks,  at  $10.00  per  week,  150  00 
"   Miss  Nellie  J.  Fletcher,          "         >■                4.00      "  60  00 
"    for  wood,  care  of  house,  and  building  fire,  32  25 
"     '•  setting  glass,  pails,  brooms  and  painting  blackboard,  3  67 
"     "  cleaning  and  fixing  funnel,  1  25   $334  92 

Balance,  21  44 
March  19,  1864.  J.  Blodget,  Committee. 

Appropriation, 
Balance  from  last  year, 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Spring  and  Fall  Terms. 
$343  57 

Paid  Miss  H.  Colby,  for  teaching  16  weeks,  at  $4.50  per  week,  $  72  00 
"     "     L.  C.  Faulkner,  "         "  4.00      "  64  00 

Winter  Term. 

Paid  Mr.  A.  E.  White,  for  teaching  12  weeks  at  $10.00  per  week,  120  00 
"   Miss  H.  Colby,             '•              "           4.50      "  54  00 
"   for  wood,  cleaning  house  and  building  fire,  26  75 
"    G.  T.  Weber,  for  cleaning  stove-pipe,  1  25 for  two  chairs,  1  16 
"     "  pails,  brooms,  dipper  and  chalk,  3  71  $342  87 

Balance,    *  7Q 
February  23,  1864.  E.  F.  Fuller,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  $336  43   $385  481 
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Spring  and  Fall  Tkrms. 

Paid  MissC.  H.  Hap£rood,  for  teaching  16  weeks  at  S4  50  per  week,  $72  00 
«.  C.  Huggius,      '•                "              4.00  64  00 

Winter  Term. 

Paid  Jlr.  E.  Crosbv,  for  teaching  12  weeks  at  $10.25  per  week,"  123  00 "   Miss  S.  C.  Huggins,  "        10                 4.50  45  00 
"   F.  VVyraan,  for  building  fire,  &c.,  3  50 
"    for  wood,  brooms  and  chalk,  27  65   $335  15 

Balance,  28 
March  18,  1864,  G.  C.  Wright,  Committee. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  $199  44 
Balance  from  last  year,  14  23 

$213  67 
Spring  and  Fall  Ter.vcs. 

Paid  Miss  C.  Wetherbee,  for  teaching  16  weeks,  at  $4.50  per  week,       $  72  00 
"   Mr.  O.  A.  Flint,  "        12  "      8.75     "  105  00 
"   lor  wood,  and  washing  house.  20  00 
"     "  cleaning  stove-pipe,  building  fire,  and  chalk,  3  87   $200  87 

Balance,  12  80 
February  24,  1864.  D.  F.  Tarbell,  Committee. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  $199  44 
Balance  from  last  year,  3  30 

$202  74 
Spring  and  Fall  Terms. 

Paid  Miss  A.  Wheeler.,  for  teaching  10  weeks,  at  $3.50  per  week,         $  35  00 
"  "  8  $3.62 1-2   "  29  00 

Winter  Term. 
Paid  Mr.  B.  F.  Kinsman,  for  teaching  14  weeks,  at  $8.75  per  week,       122  50 

"   for  wood,  building  lire,  and  sweeping  house,  13  75 
"     '•  broom,  crayons,  &c.,  65   $200  90 

Balance,  1  84 
March  4, 1864.  Isaac  T.  Flagq,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 
Appropriation,  $199  44 
Balance  from  last  year,  .   4  76   $204  20 

Spring  and  Fall  Terms. 

Paid  Miss  Jennie  M.  Harris,  for  teaching  20  weeks,  at  $4.50  per  week,  $  90  00 
"  Mr.  Herbrrt  Elliot,  10  "  10.00  "  100  00 
"  for  wood,  building  lire,  cleaning  house,  13  75 
"   chalk  and  broom,   $204  20 
February  20, 1864.  Joseph  Estabrook,  Committee. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  1863-64. 

DISTRICTS. NAMES  OF  TEACHERS. 

Length  
of  

Schools 

in  
mouths. 

Wages  
per  

month 

Amount  
of 

Wages. 

Wh
ol
e 
 n
um
be
r 

of
  

Sc
ho
la
rs
. 

Aver
age 

 
numb

er 

of  

schol
ars. 

Number  
over  

15 

years  
of  

age. 

6 

o 

SI'S 

Visitors  
present  

at  
1 

examination.  
' 

Centre, 
South, 
West, 
East, 
South  East, North, 

Centre, 
South, 
West, 
East, 
South  East, North, 

Centre, 
South, 
West, 
East, 
South  East, North, 

SPRING  TERM. 
Nellie  J.  Fletcher, 
Helenette  Colby, 
Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 
Clara  H.  Hapgood, 
Susie  C.  Huggins, 
Jennie  M.  Harris, 
Clara  Wetherbee, 
Angenette  Wheeler, 

FALL  TERM. 
Nellie  J.  Fletcher, 
Helenette  Colby, 
Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 
Clara  H.  Hapgood, 
Susie  C.  Huggins, 
Jennie  31.  llarris, 
Clara  Wetherbee, 
Angenette  Wheeler, 

"WINTER.  TERM. 
Luther  Conant,  Jr., 
Nellie  J.  Fletcher, 
Alphonso  E.  White, Helenette  Colby, 
Erastus  Crosby, 
Susie  C.  Huggins, 
Herbert  Elliott, 
Omar  A.  Flint, 
B.  F.  Kinsihan, 

2  1-4 2 
2 
2 
2 

2  1-2 2 

2  1-2 

$18  00 18  00 
16  00 
18  00 
16  00 
18  00 18  00 
14  00 

$40  50 36  00 32  00 
36  00 
32  00 
45  00 
36  00 
35  00 

57 47 

56 46 

48 
42 

28 

25 
52 41 
50 

40 
35 

34 

25 
23 

1 
3 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
1 

0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
2 
3 

23 

6 
20 

12 
4 
3 
8 
4 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

17  1-4 

2  1-2 2 
2 
2 
2 

2  1-2 2 
2 

$136  00 

$18  00 18  00 
16  00 
18  00 
16  00 18  00 
18  00 14  50 

$292  50 

$45  00 36  00 32  00 
36  00 
32  00 
45  00 
36  00 29  00 

349 
54 49 
57 
48 

52 32 

25 

22 

300 

49 41 
48 
40 40 
24 

20 18 

10 

0 
6 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

15 

0 
0 
1 
0 
6 
0 
1 
3 

27 

14 
18 
5 
4 
0 
3 
1 

30 
56 
67 

56 

48 

36 
16 

31 

17 

3  3^ 

3  3-4 3 
3 
3 
3 

2  1-2 3 

3  1-2 

$136  50 

$40  00 16  00 
40  00 
18  00 40  00 
18  00 
40  00 
35  00 
35  00 

$291  00 
$150  00 
60  00 120  00 
54  00 123  00 
54  00 100  00 

105  00 
122  50 

339 
47 

31 61 58 

61 

52 

41 
36 26 

280 

42 

29 

54 

50 

'54 

41 
33 

23 

22 

8 15 

0 
23 
0 

22 0 8 
10 
11 

11 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

11 
12 
10 
12 

8 
1 
2 
1 
4 

75 
35 

55 

60 
90 
45 
30 
13 

44 

28  1-2 $283  00 $888  50 453 3481  89 3 
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selectmen:s  report. 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  received, 
$19,532  74 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid. 
George  C.  Wright,  for  West  School,  $377  04 
James  E.  Harris,  for  South  School,  377  04 
William  W.  Davis,  for  Centre  School,  377  04 
Daniel  Fletcher,  for  vSouth  East  School,  224  19 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  for  North  School,  224  19 
Joseph  Estabrook,  for  East  School,  224  19 
Town  of  Littleton,  5  50 

$1,809  19 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
Paid. 

George  C.  Wright,  for  repays  on  West  school 
house,  $9  8G 

James  E.  Harris,  do.  do..  South  do.,  82  97 
William  W.  Davis,  do.  do.,  Centre  do.,  1  48 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  do.  do..  North  do.,  19  64 
Joseph  Estabrook,  do.  do..  East  do.,  34  90. 

$148  85 

BOOKS  AND  PRINTING. 
Paid. 
Harris  Cowdry,  for  books  delivered  to  the  town,  $4  00 

"         "       do.  do.,  to  poor  families,  9  12 
Daniel  Jones,  do.  do.,  J.  Whitney's  childi'en,  121 
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William  D.  Tuttle,  for  highway  tax  book, 1 no 

For  printing  clog  notices. 
1 i 

/o LUWil  VVclllcllltO, o on 

"               voting  list. 7 
50 

"       "       selectmen's  report. 
9 50 

"       "       pamphlet  reports 74 
79 

"       "       notices  to  road  builders, 1 
25   $115  20 

DISCOUNT  ON  TAXES. 

Paid  John  E.  Cutter,  discount  on  taxes,  $510  23 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Paid. 

E.  C.  Parker,  for  repairs  on  highway  in  '62,  $3  34 
Isaac  Barker,          "              "           '63,  5  38 
Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  "              "           '63,  6  00 
Francis  Kinsley,      "             "           '64,  19  13 

"              *^  grading  hill  in  West  Acton,  1,385  00 
"         "       building  sluice  on  gravel  pit 

road,  5  00 
William  W.  Davis,  for  repairs  on  highway,  6  55 
Nehemiah  Curtis,                            "  13  07 
Silas  Conant,  Jr.,              "  3  00 

"       "        "     breaking  roads,  167 
James  E.  Billings,       "          "  3  33 

,451  47 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  SOLDIERS  AND  FAMILIES. 
Paid. 
For  State  Aid,  $1,858  69 

Recruiting  twenty-two  men,  4,499  67 
Entertaining  Co.  E,  April  19,  '64,  50  00 

$6,408  36 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 
Paid. 

James  E.  Billino-s,  journey  to  Boston  respecting 
Sarah  Childs,  $1  50 

James  E.  Billings,  journey  to  Waltham  respect- 
ing John  H.  Whitney,  3  00 

For  support  and  bm-ial  expenses  of  Wm.  Kendall,  20  00 
"              of  Thomas  Law,                              3  57 
"       "          Catherine  Chaffin,                       11  22 
"       u       a  William  Murphy,                       13  94 

"      "  Clarissa  Nutting,                       52  00 
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For  support  of  Sarah  Childs,  1 2  00 
"  Mrs.  J.  W.  Fitzpatrick,  11  11 

wood  for  Widow  Ivnapp,  7  00 
Dr.  Harris  Cowdry,  for  attending  Catherine 

Chaffln,  '  30  00 Dr.  Isaiah  Iliitchins,  do.  do.,  William  Mnrphy,    20  12   $200  40 

NOTES  AND  INTEREST. 
Paid. 
Ebenezer  Conaiit,    note  and  interest, $1,077  30 
Daniel  L.  Yeazey, u 107  21 

Charles  H.  Blood,  " 
u 113  17 

Angnstine  Conant, 
;( 240  00 

Frederick  Ronillard, 
90  00 

Daniel  Harris, 46  32 

Isaac  T.  Flagg, 6  00 

Joel  Hanscom, u 40  80 

Elbridge  J.  Robbins, 
a 25  00 

Silas  P.  Blodgett, 
David  M.  Handley, 

u 72  67 
12  00 

$1,830  47 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid. 

Edward  F.  Richardson,  for  examining  teachers,  superin- 
tending schools  and  making  report,  $50  00 

Samuel  Hosmer,  for  taking  inventory  and  making  taxes 
ten  days,  25  00 

Samuel  Hosmer,  for  copying  valuation,  7  00 
Eben.  Davis,  for  taking  inventory  and  making  taxes, 

nine  and  one-half  days,  23  75 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  taking  inventory  and  making 

taxes,  18  75 

"             "       "   copying  assessors'  valuation  book,     7  00 
"                      "               taxes,  3  12 
"              "       "   two  days  making^  money  tax,  5  00 

"       "   distributing  taxl)ooks,  1  00 
"  •            "       "   collecting  and  recording  29  births,     5  80 

"   recording  43  deaths,  6  30 
"     ̂         "       "                 26  marriages,  2  60 

'        "       "   services  as  town  clerk,  20  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  for  collecting  taxes  for  '63,  75  00 
James  E.  Billings,  for  services  as  selectman,  38  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney,   .        "  12  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  30  00 

$330  32 
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MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 
Paid. 
Lutlier  Conant,  Jr.,  for  meeting  County  Commissioners,       $1  50 
Daniel  Tuttle,          "       "         "             "  1  50 
Daniel  H.  Wetherbee,  for  labor  at  the  East  Cemetery,  49  00 
Zoheth  Taylor,               "         "           ̂ '  7  50 
WilUam  D.  Tnttle,         "                     "  3  00 

"            "       for  material  and  fencing  do.,  4  24 
Phineas  Wetberbee,  labor  at  West  Cemetery,  5  00 
Francis  Conant,  for  repairing  town  hall  chimney,  8  50 
William  D.  Tuttle,  services  in  letting  out  hill  at  West 

Acton,     '  3  00 Daniel  Fletcher,  for  building  wall  at  cemetery,  27  00 
Dr.  H.  A.  Barrett,  professional  services  rendered  Dixon 

and  Ogle,  25  00 
George  W.  Todd,  for  transporting  &emen  to  Acton,  6  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  for  summonsing  21  persons  to  take  oath 

of  office,  March  5,  '63,  2  62 
"    "       "     do.  do.,  7  persons,  April  10,  '63,  88 

"       "     do.  do.,  22  persons,  March  4,  '64,  2  75 
"    "       "     getting  dogs  licensed,  1  00 
"    "       "     stamps  on  notes,  2  58 

For  set  of  measures,  1  50 
Moses  Taylor,  for  services  in  reducing  number  of  en- 

rolled militia,  3  00 
Varnum  B.  Mead,  do.  do.,  8  75 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  do.  do.,  8  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  do.  do.,  8  25 
James  E.  Billings,  do.  do.,  10  36 
George  Pi'outy,  for  tolling  bell  for  5  deaths,  1  00 
George  Harris,  do.  do.,  1  do.,  20 
Quince}^  A.  Fletcher,  do.  do.,  23  do.,  4  60 
Hiram  J.  Hapgood,  do.  do.,  8  do.,  1  60 
For  table  for  town  hall,  22  00 

wood  do.  do.,  6  06 
George  M.  Brooks,  for  advice  respecting  grading  hill  at 

West  Acton,  2  00 
George  Harris,  for  opening  town  hall  77  times,  60  00 
For  33  gallons  oil  and  1  pint  fluid,  29  30 

2  dozen  lamp  wicks,  •  72 
coal  for  town  hall,  31  39 
two  dampers  for  stove  in  town  hall,                        ^      1  25 
seven  lamp  chimnies  for  town  hall,  87 
one  chimney  brush  for  town  hall,  17 
one  broom,                 ,  25 
cleaning  and  leveling  cellar  of  town  hall,  1  50 
repaii'ing  and  putting  up  pmnp,  50 
glazing  at  town  hall,  15 
repairing  clock  and  taking  care  of  same,  24  26 
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Fletcher  and  Tai-bell,  for  burial  of  40  persons,  80  00 
^'               "           recording  45  deaths,  4  50 
"                      "  coffin  for  state  pauper,  9  85 

Levi  Dow,  for  damage  to  sleigh  on  highway  near  John 

Hapgood's,  .  11  00 
For  rope  for  monument,  2  25 

lamps  for  town  hall,  34  00 
express,  postage  and  stationery,  7  10 

$527  45 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY  FEBRUARY  2G,  18G5. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1864, 
$2,286 

66 
State  Tax  for  1864, 

2,424 
00 

County  Tax  for  1864, 746 
10 

Town  Grant  for  1864, 
5,000 

00 

"       "    for  schools, 
1,700 

00 

Highway  Deficiencies, 
57 

33 
Overlay  on  Taxes, 127 

76 
Corporation  Tax, 479 

40 

State  Aid  to  Jan.  1st,  1864, 
2,431 

21 
School  money  from  town  of  Concord, 20 

00 

Borrowed  money. 
3,893 

30 

Cash  of  E.  F.  Richardson,  for  school  books. 29 
11 

State  School  Fund, 83 
72 

Cash  from  town  of  Groton,  for  support  of 
Clarissa  Nutting, 

52 00 

Received  for  use  of  Town  Hall, 122 
60 

Cash  from  Almshouse, 
10 

79 
For  lumber,  oil,  &c.. 

"68 

86 
$19,532  74 

Expenditures. 

For  support  of  schools,  $1,809  19 
repairs  on  school  houses,  148  85 
books  and  printing,  115  20 
discount  on  taxes,  510  23 
roads  and  bridges,  1,451  47 
appropriation  for  soldiers  and  families,  6,408  36 
support  of  poor,  200  46 
Town  Officers,  330  32 
notes  and  interest,  1,830  47 
miscellaneous  expenses,  527  45 
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For  State  tax, 
County  tax,  746  10 '  $16,502  10 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1865.  $3,030  64 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN  FEB.  26,  1865. 
Dr. 

To  balance  as  per  report,  Feb.  26,  1865,       $3,030  64 
amount  due  from  the  State  for  aid 

furnished  families  of  soldiers,  2,188  47 
  $5,219  11 

AMOUNT  DUE  ON  NOTES. 
Cr. 

By  Cash  of  Jonas  K.  Putney,  $1,077  30 
Jolm  R.  Whitcomb,  500  00 
Calvin  Harris,  200  00 
James  A.  Billings,  200  00 
Daniel  Harris,  805  34 
Frederick  Rouillard,  1,700  00 
David  M.  Handley,  200  00 
Mathew  McKinney,  100  00 
Joel  Hanscom,  680  00 
Augustine  Conant,  4,000  00 
Eben  Conant,  3,500  00 
Silas  P.  Blodgett,  1,211  27 
James  Keyes,  600  00 
John  Wood,  500  00 
Elbridge  J.  Bobbins,  500  00 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  1,500  00 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  100  00 

Interest  on  notes,  823  00 

$18,196  91 

Balance  against  the  Town  Feb.  26,  1865,  without 

including  the  balance  due  as  per  Overseers' 
report  for  1865,  $12,977  80 

AMOUNT  OF  STATE  AID  PAID  EACH  PERSON. 
Paid. 

rs.  Betsey  M.  Sawyer,  $144  00 
Charlotte  M.  Pike,  144  00 
Maria  Fisk,  .  144  00 
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l>ilb.  i>CLhy  lOllCHclll, 1  Ad. no uo 
^O.  11.    > V  ctUtl  UdJ^ 1  AA no uo 

1  AA on uo 
Margaret  Moore, 1  Q') 

UU 
Sally  Veazey, 

1  HQ 

Margaret  Fitzpatrick^ 
Jo 

oU 
Mr.  Thomas  Kinsley, Q^^ VD A  A UU 
Miss  Henrietta  Goss, fin on uo 

IVTtc!     T/^^*nmn    l\T /Anl'i"r~*"n no 

Elvira  Yonng, AA UU 
Amiie  Dole, A^^ UU 

i>iai  ina  vv  ayne, 

Anna  W^liitney, 

UU 

•)Q 

Zo 
Fannie  Stevens, 
Sarah  J.  Skinner, 

A  0 
oo Af^ UU 

Lynariotte  ijiooci, OD 
A  A UU 

T-^n■^■^^r>  Ss  Tnr'lrcr^Ti XJLciLLiit;  kj  .  U  clOJV&UJJl, UU 
Anna  E.  Robbins, 33 

57 

Sarah  J.  Taft, 
Johanna  Colman, 

31 00 
19 28 

Nancy  Huggins, 
17 00 

Mary  Hurley, 
13 

14 

  $1,870  69 

*  James  E.  Billings,      \  Selectmen 
Jonas  K.  Putney,         >  of 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  j  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1865. 

2 



REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES, 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE,  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1865. 

I 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND,  APRIL  1st,  1865. 

1  pair  oxen,  $210,  1  horse,  70,00, 
9  cows,  360,  2  shotes,  35,00, 
3  1-2  tons  hay,  105,  12  bush,  corn,  18,00 
7  bush,  rye,  12,25,  8  bush,  oats,  6,40, 
47  bush,  potatoes,  37,60,  10  fowls,  5,00, 
300  lbs.  pork,  60,00,  100  lbs.  beef,  15,00, 
76  lbs.  ham,  16,72,  25  lbs.  butter,  7,50, 
18  lbs.  lard,  3,78,  15.  lbs.  candles,  3,00, 
4  lbs.  tallow,  .56,  26  lbs.  dried  apple,  5,20, 
1  lb.  tea,  1,50,  3  lbs.  coffee,  .39,  2  lbs.  sugar,  .40, 
3-4  bbl.  flour,  9,00,  3  bush,  beans,  6,37, 
55  M.  skewers,  27,50,  skewer  timber,  4,00, 
1  bbl.  soap,  4,00,  1  bbl.  pickles,  2,00, 
1  bag  salt,  3,00,  10  bush,  ashes,  1,25, 
1  bush,  rye  meal,  1,75,  1  bush.  Indian  meal,  1,50, 

RECEIPTS. 

For  milk,  $422,85,  oxen,  713, 
apples,  125,07,  pork,  73,19,  eggs,  9,20, 
skewers,  61,40,  poultry,  25,73, 
calves,  24,50,  labor,  17,00,  shote,  8,00, 
boarding  E.  C.  Brown,  4,00,  squashes,  2,50, 
keeping  pedlers,  4,00,  hide,  5,51, 
straw,  21,70,  peaches,  12,00,  peas,  .83, 
old  Hon,  2,25,  pasturing  calf,  1,10, 

$280  00 395  00 
123  00 
18  65 
42  60 
75  00 
24  22 
6  78 
5  76 
2  29 

15  37 
31  50 
6  00 
4  25 
3  25 

$1,033  Q\ 

$1,135  851 207  46 
87  13 49  50j 

6  5( 
9  511 

34  031 
3  35 
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For  use  of  horse,  .25,  use  of  oxen,  .75,  1  00 
cash  of  P.  Smith,  .58,  hat,  .30,  88 
potatoes,  3,25,  work  at  cemetery,  10,25,  13  50 
work  on  road,  11  33 

$1,560  04 

EXPENDITURES. 

Flour,  $47,25,  butter,  89,71,  cheese,  14,98,  $151  94 
Molasses,  42,94,  sugar,  15,89,  tea,  11,50,  70  33 
Coffee,  13,57,  meat,  81,99,  fish,  7,00,  tripe,  3,36,  105  92 
Rye,  26,80,  meal,  79,90,  salt,  8,23,  114  93 
Cloth  and  clothing,  60,70,  shoes,  1,10,  bread,  2,58,  64  38 
Spices,  5,24,  saleratus,  .12,  starch,  .24,  sage,  .42,  6  02 
Cream  of  tartar,  .40,  soap,  .21,  yeast,  1,00,  oil,  3,53,  5  14 
Soda,  .34,  saltpetre,  .50,  spirits,  .17,  seeds,  4,29,  5  30 

Camphor,  .24,  potash,  7,03,  matches,  .'60,  7  87 Sour  milk,  7,20,  medicines,  1,12,  tobacco,  7,66,  15  98 

Grass,  2,00,  hay,  34,27,  plaster,  2,00,                   -  38  27 
Scraps,  12,18,  skewer  timber,  9,75,  sink,  2,50,  24  43 

Tools,  8,58,  earthen  ware,  5,59,  tin  ware,  2,50,  16'  67 
Glass  and  putty,  .90,  nails,  1,62,  castings,  1,26,  3  78 
Grafting,  .75,  repairing  pump,  5,00,  ropes,  1,42,  7  17 
Brooms,  1,50,  whips,  .42,  oil  cloth,  .80,  shot,  .36,  3  08 
Coffin  and  robe,  7,50,  cash  to  paupers,  1,85,  9  35 
Grape  vines,  2,00,  twine  and  wicking,  .62,  2  62 
Newspaper,  2,70,  use  of  winnowing  mill  and  cradle,  1,00,       3  70 
Use  of  bull,  2,00,  use  of  pasture,  20,00,  22  00 

Shotes,  16,50,  blacksmith's  bill,  16,40,  32  90 
Stove,  15,00,  Dr.  Cowdry's  bill,  5,25,  20  25 
Cows,  44,00,  oxen,  525,45,  barrels,  5,25,                  -  574  70 
Use  of  wagon  and  cart,  8,00,  expenses  to  Boston,  7,99,  15  99 
Weighing  oxen,  24 
Services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Wetherbee,  300  00 

James  E.  Billings'  services,  6  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney's  services,  6  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee's,  services,  6  00 

$1,640  96 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1864,  $891  82 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

  $1,131  22 

$2,772  18 



12 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  expenditures,  $1,640  96 
Amount  of  receipts,  $1,560  04 
Cash  from  town  treasury  to  balance  account,       80  92 

  $1,640  96 
Total  amount  of  expenditures,  $1,640  96 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1864,  891  82 
Interest  on  the  farm,  239  40 

1,772  18 

!,593  71 

Total  amount  of  receipts,  $1,560  04 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1865,  1,033  67 

$178  47 Expense  of  victualing  foreigners,  10  40 

Total  amount  of  supporting  poor  in  Almshouse,  $168  07 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  foreigners)  supported 
in  the  almshouse,  5  ;  average,  number,  4  ;  present  number,  3  ;  cost 
per  week,  81  cents. 

James  E.  Billings,      \  Overseers 
Jonas  K.  Putney,         >  of 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  j  Poor. 

Acton,  April  1,  1865. 

I 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  ACTON,  FOR  THE  YEAR  END- 
ING DEC.  31st,  18G4. 

No.   Date  of  Birth.  Names  of  Children.  Names  of  Parents. 

1.  Jan.  4,  In  Concord,  Eunice  Elizabeth  Mallo}^,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Fanny  Malloy. 

2.  Jan.  G,  Frank  Marion  Shurtleff,  son  of  Isaac  M.  and  Sarah 
E.  Shurtleff. 

3.  Jan.  20,  Estella  L.  Hosmer,  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Emma 
E.  Hosmer. 

4.  Feb.  28,  Alice  Gertrude  Gardner,  daughter  of  George  and 
Violetta  F.  Gardner. 

5.  Feb.  28,  George  Frank  Kendall,  son  of  George  M.  and  Henri- 
etta Kendall. 

G.  March  5,  Hu-am  Edward  Gates,  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary Gates. 
7.  March  19,  Albertie  S.  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Varnum  and  Sarah 

L.  Tuttle. 
8.  May  2,  Herman  Otis  Hartwell,  son  of  Henry  and  Augusta  H. 

Hartwell. 

9.  May  10,  Frank  Lovell  Hosmer,  son  of  David  W.  and  Harriet 
C.  Hosmer. 

10 — 11.  June  4,  Helen  Lizzie  Davis,  and  Freddie  Warren  Davis, 
twin  children  of  William  W.  and  Martha  Davis. 

12.  June  11,  Carrie  Estella  White,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  A. 
White. 

13.  June  26,  Abbie  McDonald,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Louisa  G. 
McDonald. 

14.  July  12,  Alice  Marion  Lamb,  daughter  of  Charles  B.  and 
Marion  M.  Lamb. 

15.  July  15,  Edgar  Horace  Johnson,  son  of  George  E.  and  Mary  < 
L.  Johnson. 

16.  July  16,  Patrick  Powers,  son  of  John  and  Eliza  Powers. 
17.  Aug.  1,  Mary  Ann  Hammond,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and 

Mary  Alice  Hammond. 
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18.  Aug.  23,  A  son  to  Daniel  and  Mary  McCarthy. 
19.  Sept.  8,  Charles   Lincoln  Wood,  son  of  Winthrop  E.  and 

Lydia  A.  Wood. 
20.  Sept.  18,  George  Robinson,  son  of  Charles  and  Percis  V. 

Robinson. 

21.  Sept.  21,  Horace  Frederic  Tuttle,  son  of  William  D.  and  Eliz- 
abeth B.  Tuttle. 

22.  Oct.  8,  Rosella  Estabrook,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy 
Estabrook. 

23.  Nov.  13,  Arthui'  B.  Robbins,  son  of  Simon  and  Nancy  D. Robbins. 
24.  Dec.  1,  Samuel  H.  Tuttle,  son  of  Francis  2d  and  Sarah  E. 

Tuttle. 
25.  Dec.  11,  Arthur  Edwin  Holman,  son  of  Nelson  and  Charlotte 

A.  Holman. 
26.  Dec.  12,  Arthur  B.  Weld,  son  of  Marcellus  and  Maria  L. 

Weld. 
27.  Dec.  24,  A  daughter  to  Warren  and  Lydia  A.  Houghton. 
28.  Dec.  24,  Albert  Henry  Smith,  son  of  Henry  M.  and  Abbie  B. 

Smith. 

Aug.  20,  1863,  Mary  Elizabeth  Cash,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Re- 
becca B.  Cash. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  ACTON,  IN  1864. 

No.  Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  Parties. 

1.  Jan.  2,  Augustus  B.  Clarke,  of  New  York  City,  and  Miss  Helen 
E.  Cowdrey,  of  Acton. 

2.  Jan.  2,  Nelson  Holman,  of  Harvard,  and  Miss  Charlotte  A. 
Conant,  of  Acton. 

3.  Jan.  7,  Charles  H.  Kidder,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Frank  S.  Fiske, 
of  Saco,  Me. 

4.  Feb.  2,  Justin  Brigham,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Ann  McGmiy,  of 
Stow. 

5.  March  13,  John  F.  Blood,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Emma  F.  Robbins, 
both  of  Acton. 

6.  March  22,  Norman  Chaplin,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Lucinda  A. 
Bride,  of  Berlin. 

7.  April  6,  Henry  L.  Sawyer,  and  Miss  Lucy  A.  Fuller,  both  of 
Acton. 

8.  April  20,  William  F.  B.  Whitney,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Annie 
McNernie,  of  Boston. 

9.  April  21,  Silas  P.  Blodget,  and  Miss  Anna  E.  Jones,  both  of 
Acton. 

10.  March  31,  Cyrus  Hosmer,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Hutch- 
ins,  of  Westford. 
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11.  April  28,  Joseph  Noyes,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Dolly  Piper,  of 
Boston. 

12.  April  30,  Jeremiah  Sheahan,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Hannah  Col- 
lins, of  Concord. 

13.  July  10,  Francis  E.  Harris,  and  Miss  Mandana  S.  Robbins, 
both  of  Acton. 

14.  Sept.  6,  Francis  E.  White,  of  Needham,  and  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Knight,  of  Framingham. 

15.  Sept.  1,  Albert  T.  Edmonds,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Mary  M. 
Garfield,  of  Way  land. 

16.  Sept.  7,  Edwin  C.  Parker,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Hannah  H. 
Barry,  ®f  Ovid,  N.  Y. 

17.  Oct.  8,  Patrick  Maloney,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Catherine  Love, 
of  Concord. 

18.  Oct.  19,  Lewis  E.  Fletcher,  and  Miss  Lucy  E.  McCraken,  both 
of  Acton. 

19.  Oct.  30,  George  F.  Proctor,  of  Littleton,  and  Miss  Susannah 
C.  Chaffin,  of  Acton. 

20.  Nov.  20,  Walter  A.  Gilmore,  and  Miss  Emeliue  A.  Robbins, 
both  of  Acton. 

21.  Nov.  20,  Warren  B.  Ball,  and  Miss  Sophia  L.  Chaplin,  both  of 
Acton. 

22.  Nov.  27,  Allen  G.  Smith,  of  Westford,  and  Miss  Harriet  E. 
Robbins,  of  Acton. 

23.  Dec.  4,  Henry  Brown,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Carrie  A.  Brooks, 
of  Stow. 

24.  March  7,  Marcellus  Weld,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Maria  L.  Gold- 
smith, of  Andover. 

25.  Dec.  18,  Charles  H.  Edmonds,  and  Miss  Annie  Briggs,  both 
of  Acton. 

26.  Oct.  10,  Peter  Lynch,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Joanna  Ogle,  of 
Stow\ 

DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  ACTON,  IN  1864. 

No.   Date  of  Death.  Name  and  Age  of  Deceased. 

1.  Jan.  5,  Elmer  Ellsworth  Jackson,  son  of  Loring  M.  and  Har- 
riet Jackson,  aged  1  year,  9  months. 

2.  Jan.  11,  Mrs.  Louisa  Fredericks,  aged  65  years. 
3.  Jan.  14,  Livonia  W.  Thomas,  daughter  of  Hemy  C.  and 

Amanda  M.  Thomas,  aged  4  yrs.  8  mos.  27  days. 
4.  Feb.  11,  John  Murphy,  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  J.  Mur- 

phy, aged  2  yrs.  7  mos.  26  days. 
5.  March  17,  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Hapgood,  aged  58  yrs.  4  mos,  14 

days. 
6.  March  17,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hapgood,  Jr.,  aged  47  yrs. 
7.  March  20,  Mr.  Lewis  Rouillard,  aged  80  yrs.  4  mos. 



1(3 

8.  April  3,  Mr.  Richard  Moultoii,  aged  65  yrs.  6  mos. 

9.  -  Feb.  22,  Mr.  William  Kendall,  of  Draciit,  aged  56  yrs. 
10.  April  27,  Mrs.  Sail}'  Hosmer,  wife  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Hosiner, 

aged  81  j^ears. 
11.  Ma}'  8,  Everett  Giles,  son  of  Israel  H.  and  Luc}^  Giles,  aged 
,  12        8  mos.  8  days. 

12.  May  28,  John  Nye,  son  of  John  and  Clara  F.  Nye,  aged  2 
jYs.  9  mos. 

13.  June  8,  Mrs.  Clara  B.  Nutting,  aged  44  yrs. 
14.  June  16,  Mrs.  Julia  L.  Edmonds,  aged  46  ji'S. 
15.  June  24,  Miss  Patty  Smith,  aged  86  jrs. 
16.  June  27,  David  T.  Kinsle}^,  son  of  Richard  and  Eliza  Kinsley, 

aged  3  yrs. 
17.  June  28,  Hattie  E.  Teel,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Mary  E. 

Teel,  aged  1  yr. 
18.  July  6,  Mrs.  Lucinda  W.  Robbins,  aged  59  yrs.  10  mos.  12 

days. 
19.  July  15,  Albert  F.  McDonald,  son  of  George  and  Mary  Mc 

Donald,  aged  1  yr.  2  mos.  24  days. 
20.  Jul}^  17,  Abbie  McDonald,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Louisa  G. 

McDonald,  aged  21  days. 
21.  July  31,  Mrs.  Catherine  E.  Chaffin,  widow  of  Lewis  Chaffin, 

aged  39  yrs. 
22.  Aug..l,  Robert  H.  Todd,  son  of  James  and  Margaret  C.  Todd, 

aged  1  yr.  1  mo.  18  da3^s. 
23.  Aug.  15,  Lyman  Edwards  Conant,  son  of  Luther  Jr.,  and 

Celeste  J.  Conant,  aged  2  yrs.  6  mos.  21  days. 
24.  Aug.  24,  An  infant  child  of  Daniel  and  Mary  McCarthy,  aged 

1  day. 

25.  Sept.  7,  ms.  Dolly  H.  Wright,  widow  of  Mr.  Joel  Wright, 
aged  70  yrs.  11  mos. 

26.  Sept.  8,  Herbert  Augustine  Conant,  son  of  Luther  Jr.,  and 
Celeste  J.  Conant,  aged  1  yr.  1  mo.  7  days. 

27.  Sept.  11,  Mary  A.  Kinsley,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Eliza 
Kinsle}',  aged  13  yrs.  3  mos. 

28.  Sept.  17,  Mr.  Simon  Tuttle,  aged  71  yrs.  7  mos.  10  days. 
29.  Sept.  19,  Martha  C.  Cutler,  daughter  of  Elisha  H.  and  Mary 

E.  Cutler,  aged  5  yrs.  6  mos.  24  da3^s. 
30.  Sept.  20,  Mr.  James  Ke3'es,  a^-ed  89  yrs.  7  mos.  7  days. 
31.  -  Oct.  9,  Freddie  W.  Davis,  son  of  William  W.  and  Martha 

Davis,  aged  4  mos.  5  days. 
32.  Oct.  16,  Dora  E.  Curtis,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Martha 

C.  Curtis. 
33.  Oct.  30,  Mrs.  Hannah  McCarthy,  aged  84  yrs. 
34.  Nov.  10,  Mr.  Jonas  Handley,  aged  57  yrs. 
35.  Nov.  25,  Mr.  Artemas  M.  Kowell,  aged  42  3^rs.  1  mo.  8  days. 
36.  Dec^  14,  Mr.  William  Reed,  aged  83  yrs.  4  mos.  14  days. 
37.  Dec.  22,  Mr.  John  Putnam,  son  of  Cyrus  and  Eliza  Putnam, 

aged  30  yrs.  8  mos.  20  days. 
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38.  Dec.  27,  Mr.  Charles  II.  Moultou,  son  of  Richard  and  Joanna 
Moulton,  aged  22  yrs.  2  nios.  9  days. 

SOLDIERS  IN  U.  S.  SERVICE. 

No.   Date  of  Death.  Name  and  Age  of  Deceased.  * 
1.  April  10,  Francis  Kinsley,  2d,  Co.  E.  2Gth  Regt.,  aged  21  yrs. 

6  mos.  20  days,  son  of  Thomas  and  Maria  Kins- 
ley, died  in  Acton,  while  on  furlough. 

2.  Nov.  10,  Thomas  Kinsley,  Jr.,  Co.  E.  26th  Regt.,  aged  16  yrs. 
son  of  Thomas  and  Maria  Kinsley,  died  at  Camp 
Fry  Hospital,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  of  disease 
contracted  while  in  service. 

3.  Dec.  8,  John  A.  Brown,  color  bearer  in  Co.  E,  26th  Regt., 
aged  25  yrs.,  died  in  hospital,  at  Winchester,  Va., 
of  a  wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Winchester. 

4.  Sept.  19,  Eugene  L.  Hall,  Co.  E,  26th  Regt.,  aged  19  yrs.  6 
mos.  8  days,  son  of  Enoch  and  Emeline  Hall,  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va. 

5.  May  13,  Cjtus  H.  Stockwell,  son  of  Ira  and  Maria  Stockwell, 
aged  31  yi-s.  10  mos.,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
of  a  wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross 
Roads. 

William  D.  Tuttle,  Town  Clerk. 

Acton,  March  25,  1865. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1864-65. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton: 

The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their  annual 

report. 
As  we  review  the  character  of  our  schools  the  past  year, 

we  believe  we  can  truly  say  that  they  have,  in  a  good  degree, 
been  successful.  To  be  sure  they  have  not  attained  that 

excellence  at  which  we  aim,  but  have  made  general  progress. 
We  see  not  a  few  imperfections  in  them,  but  these  are  to  be 

found  in  every  department  of  human  eflbrt.  Although  what 

the  common  schools  accomplish  for  our  youth  is  invaluable, 

yet  many  might  improve  the  advantages  they  aflbrd  much 
better.  There  are  scholars  in  town  who  possess  a  tolerably 

good  knowledge  of  the  common  branches,  and  have  more  or 

less  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  higher  ones,  but  these 

are  comparatively  few.  We  believe  our  schools  furnish  the 

opportunity,  for  every  scholar  of  common  abilities,  of 

acquiring  a  lair  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  before 

they  become  of  proper  age  to  leave  school. 

We  think,  as  a  general  thing,  parents  feel  a  commendable 

degree  of  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  schools.  This  is 
evinced  by  their  occasional  visits  and  large  attendance  at 

examinations.  Every  parent  should  feel  that  he  has  a  great 

personal  interest  in  the  district  school ;  that  when  it  is  in 

successful  operation  he  is  being  greatly  benefited,  but  when 

it  is  going  wrong  he  is  a  great  loser.  The  common  school 

has  done  a  great  deal  for  Massachusetts.  While  in  point  of 

territory  she  is  but  a  scrap  of  the  country's  surface,  and 
while  other  states  are  outstripping  her  in  population,  almost 

rivalling  empires,  Massachusetts  is  heard  and  honored  in  the 
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councils  of  the  nation.  If  we  would  have  her  continue 

to  occupy  her  distinguished  position  ;  if  we  would  not  have 

her  sink  unseen  and  unheard  among  majestic  states,  we  must 

nurse,  with  a  mother's  aficction  and  much  expense,  her 
common  school  system.  It  is  said  that  nothing  develops  the 

talents  of  a  people  like  war,  and  doubtless  the  North  is 

indebted  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success  she  has  already 

achieved  in  her  conflict  with  the  South,  to  the  general  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  her  people.  Knowledge  enables 

a  people  to  avail  themselves  of  the  appliances  of  war,  and  to 

employ  with  discretion  the  resources  of  the  land. 

As  we  have  already  remarked,  our  schools  are  not  free  from 

imperfections,  to  some  of  which  we  ivould  call  the  attention 

of  the  town.  We  refer  to  them  in  a  general  manner,  not 

wishing  to  be  personal. 

Attendance.  Considerable  time  and  money  are  thrown 

away  by  scholars  being  tardy  and  absent.  The  average 
attendance  in  some  of  the  schools  seems  much  below  what  it 

need  to  be,  some  terms  it  being  but  little  more  than  seventy- 
five  per  cent.  If  this  were  the  ease  with  all  our  schools, 

several  hundred  dollars  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the 

town  would  be  absolutely  lost.  This  shows  that  there  are 

not  a  few  parents  who  either  do  not  know  where  their  children 

are  during  school  hours,  or  else 'do  not  appreciate  education 
as  they  ought.  Parents  can  in  a  great  measure  correct  this 
evil.  If  our  schools  are  what  they  should  be,  scholars  are 

made  both  wiser  and  better  by  being  punctual  and  regular, 
and  the  risinof  veneration  of  men  and  women  will  be  more  or 

less  cultivated  and  accomplished  according  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  privileges  the  common  schools  afford.  It 

presents  a  bad  omen  for  the  future  prospects  of  a  lad  to  hear 

of  his  playing  truant.  If  parents  would  save  their  children 

from  degradation  and  perhaps  crime,  they  must  not  suffer  it. 

If  a  youth  is  so  indifferent  to  study  as  to  run  away  from 

school,  there  is  reason  to  fear  he  may  be  engaged  in  some 

vicious  employment  while  absent.  A  scholar  not  only  loses 

the  hours  he  is  absent,  but  discourages  the  teacher's  eff'orts 
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in  his  behalf,  is  thrown  off  the  track  with  regard  to  his 

studies,  and  thereby  mortifies  and  discourages  himself.  The 

money  and  time  devoted  to  our  schools  is  more  precious  than 

diamonds,  and  the  children  of  parents  who  lightly  esteem 
them  are  to  be  pitied.  Not  a  few  children  receive  all  the 

opportunities  for  education  they  ever  enjoy  in  the  common 

schools,  and  such  certainly  have  no  school  hours  to  idle  away. 
We  think  some  of  the  children  of  this  town  are  taken  out  of 

school  quite  too  young.  The  services  of  those  who  are 

made  to  forego  the  privileges  of  school  in  so  early  youth  must 
be  very  valuable. 

Thorougli  Instruction »  In  some  of  our  schools  we  witness 

a  lack  of  thorough  teaching.  A  sufficient  amount  of  ground 

is  passed  over,  but  only  the  surface  is  touched.  Half  under- 
standing a  principle  does  not  give  a  scholar  a  practical 

knowledge  of  it.  We  desire  that  our  children  may  possess 

such  an  education  as  they  can  employ  in  the  various  transac- 
tions of  life.  Merely  committing  rules  to  memory  does  not 

furnish  such  an  education.  The  scholar  needs  to  become 

acquainted  with  the  principles  upon  which  the  rules  are 

founded.  To  acquire  this  knowledge  requires  thorough 

instruction  and  close  application,  but  when  attained  it  is 

invaluable.  When  explaining  a  principle,  the  teacher  must 

aim  to  get  the  attention  of  'his  pupils.  It  amounts  to  but 
little  to"^  talk  to  sleepy  or  inattentive  scholars.  Children 
often  need  more  than  is  found  in  the  text  book  to  animate 

them.  Almost  any  one  can  read  off  questions,  but  to 

elucidate  principles  in  an  attractive  manner  requires  talents 

of  a  high  order.  A  good  deal  of  oral  instruction  may  be 

given  in  connection  with  every  branch  of  study,  and  should 

be,  even  if  quite  so  many  questions  are  not  put  out  from  the 

book.  The  eye  may  be  made  to  assist  the  .understanding  in 

no  small  degree.  One  knows  what  he  sees  with  his  own 

eyes.  By  means  of  the  blackboard,  maps,  charts  and  globes, 

a  great  deal  of  knowledge  may  be  presented  to  the  eye 

which  helps  to  a  ready  comprehension  of  the  subject.  A 

good  teacher  will  seek  as  many  channels  as  possible  through 
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whicli  to  impart  instruction.  It  should  be  required  of  the 

pupils  to  answer  correctly.  A  mistake  of  a  word  or  two 

may  perhaps  altog'ethei'  destroy  the  sense,  so  that  not  getting 
it  all  right  may  render  useless  wdiat  is  acquired.  To  write 

compositions  is  a  very  profitable  exercise.  It  learns  one  to 

si^ell  correctly,  to  think  comprehensively,  to  argue  sensibly, 
and  converse  elegantly.  It  assists  in  acquiring  a  knowledge 

of  grammar,  and  cultivates  a  power  of  thought  and  expression 

very  desirable  in  life.  Scholars  should  be  encouraged  by 

parents  and  teachers  to  write  compositions.  We  believe 

many  of  our  pupils  are  inclined  to  drop  the  study  of  Mental 

Arithmetic  much  too  soon.  Children  should  be  put  into  this 

branch  of  study  early,  and  not  dismiss  it  until  they  have 
mastered  the  series  now  in  use  in  our  schools. 

Character  and  Manners.  It  is  not  right  for  a  teacher  to 
be  indifierent  to  the  moral  conduct  of  his  scholars.  Some 

may  think  it  none  of  their  concern  if  their  scholars  do  quar- 
rel, use  profane  language,  and  trespass  on  neighboring  fields 

and  orchards,  but  this  is  a  wrong  view  to  take  of  the  subject. 
A  good  character  in  a  child  is  of  the  first  importance  ;  unless 

he  possesses  it,  whatever  intellectual  attainments  he  may 
arrive  at,  his  life  will  doubtless  be  fruitful  of  more  evil  than 

good.  It  is  the  duty  of  teachers  to  see,  so  far  as  they  are 

able,  that  nothing  inconsistent  with  strict  morality  transpires 
in  or  about  the  school  house.  To  instruct  children  "  to  love 

the  Lord  their  God  with  all  their  hearts,"  and  "to  do  unto 

others  as  they  would  that  others  should  do  unto  them,'^'  com- 
mends itself  to  all  good  people. 

Scholars  should  be  taught  good  manners  also.  Ill  manners 

appear  worse  in  an  intelligent  person  than  in  one  who  is 

ignorant;  whereas  virtue  and  affability  often  hide  a  good 

deal  of  ignorance,  and  make  many  friends.  True  politeness 

is  a  virtue  and  pleases  everybody. 
Ernj^loying  Teachers.  The  Local  Committee  occupy 

positions  of  much  responsibility.  It  may  sometimes  be 

thought  that  it  is  of  no  very  great  consequence  whom  they 

engage,  as  the  Examining  Committee  can  reject  the  candidate 
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if  found  incompetent;  but  the  best  way  is  to  stai-t  right. 
When  a  good  teacher  is  employed  the  success  of  the  school 

may  be  considered  almost  certain. 

It  is  indispensable  that  a  teacher  be  well  acquainted  with 

the  branches  he  is  expected  to  teach,  for  there  is  no  object 

in  sending  a  scholar  to  school  unless  he  can  learn  something 

after  he  gets  there.    He  should  have  an  excellent  *  character, 
for  we  wish  our  children  placed  under  correct  influences. 

He  should  be  a  person  of  discretion,  so  that  he  may  take  no  I 

unjustifiable  steps.    He  should  be  patient  and  amiable.    If  I 

he  is  constantly  finding  fiiult,  not  satisfied  with  the  perform-  . 
ances  of  his  scholars  when  they  do  the  best  they  can,  they  l 

will  lose  their  respect  for  him  and  not  try  to  do  anything,  i 

He  must  be  of  diligent  habits  as  there  is  always  work  enough  j 

to  do  in  the  school  room.  j 

A  few  dollars  extra  expense  must  not  be  taken  into  the  \ 

account.  A  good  school  of  six  weeks  is  worth  more  than  a  I 

decidedly  bad  one  of  any  length.  We  should  think  more  of  \ 

the  character  of  the  school  than  of  its  length.  What  benefit  1 

can  an  incompetent  teacher  be  to  a  school?  The  pay  he  j 

receives  is  in  part  or  wholly  thrown  away,  and  time,  which 
can  never  be  recalled,  runs  to  waste.  Idleness  and  bad 

habits  are  engendered,  and  years  may  not  obliterate  their  ̂  
evil  effects. 

Ajjjjroj^riation.  By  the  additional  appropriation  of  two 

hundred  dollars  to  the  sum  granted  l^st  year,  we  have  been 

able  t(k  maintain  our  schools  the  usual  length.  This  addition  ; 

has  proved  just  aljout  an  offset  for  the  increase  of  teachers' 
wages,  and  other  expenses  incident  to  our  schools.  Had  it 
not  been  made,  the  educational  interests  of  the  town  would 

not  have  been  properly  cared  for.  We  think  the  town  may 

consider  itself  fortunate  in  having  its  school  system  carried 

on  to  the  usual  extent  these  times,  at  only  an  eighth 

additional  expense.  It  is  very  certain  this  cannot  be  done 

the  ensuing  year,  even  with  no  more  schools  than  at  present. 

The  more  attention  we  pay  to  education',  the  better  able  we 
shall  be  to  cancel  the  debt  into  which  the  war  and  other  mis- 
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fortuucs  have  plunged  us.  It  seems  as  though  so  long  a 

time  ought  not  to  elapse  between  the  winter  and  spring 
terms,  as  is  the  case  in  some  of  the  districts.  It  is  also 

evident  to  all  who  are  in  any  wise  acquainted  with  the  schools 

in  the  South  and  West  Districts,  that  they  each  very  much 

need  an  additional  department.  Sixty  scholars  crowded  into 

one  school  room,  under  one  teacher,  is  quite  too  many.  In 

so  large  a  school,  consisting  of  pupils  differing  so  much  in 

their  attainments,  there  must  necessarily  be  a  good  many 
classes ;  but  a  few  minutes  can  therefore  be  devoted  to  each 

class,  and  the  opportunities  for  instruction  must  be  limited. 
We  think,  if  these  districts  desire  it  and  accommodations  can 

be  had  to  carry  them  on,  the  town  should  not  hesitate  to  ap- 
propriate money  to  supply  each  of  them  with  another  school. 

If  they  are  increasing  in  population  the  town  can  well  aiford 
to  educate  the  children. 

jSchool  Houses.  The  town  may  not  think  it.  judicious  just 

at  present  to  engage  in  erecting  new  school  houses,  or  re- 
modelling old  ones ;  but  this  is  a  subject  that  should  claim 

our  earnest  attention  at  the  earliest  practicable  time.  To  be 

sure  a  good  school  house  is  not  everything ;  n  good  teacher 

is  of  more  importance.  If  a  scholar  is  determined  to  excel, 

he  will  most  likely  do  so  whether  he  goes  to  school  in  a 

good  or  bad  school  house  ;  but  we  think,  to  make  the  place 

where  our  children  pass  so  much  of  their  time,  healthy,  com- 
modious and  attractive,  would  give  a  new  impulse  to  the 

cause  of  education,  and  be  an  honor  to  the  town. 

District  System.  This  town  is  fortunate  in  never  having 

had  the  District  System  to  contend  with ;  but  now  that  the 

subject  of  new  school  houses  is  about  to  be  considered,  we 

find  there  are  those  who  are  in  favor  of  it.  AVe  regret  there 

are  any  disposed  to  advocate  such  a  measure.  So  far  as  we 

are  aware,  this  system  has  been  fought  against  by  all 
educators  of  note  who  have  said  anything  upon  the  subject, 

for  a  long  time.  The  Hon.  Horace  Maj^x,  Hon.  Barnus 
Sears,  and  the  Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell,  as  well  as  the 

present  learned  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  have 
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done  all  they  could,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  to  eradicate 
it  from  the  state.  One  town  after  another  has  given  it  up, 

until  it  only  remains  here  and  there,  and  that  to  be  deprecated. 

The  idea  of  popular  education  is,  to  see  that  all  the  children 

have  an  equal  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  common  school 

education ;  not  that  the  children  of  the  rich  may  enjoy  it, 

and  those  of  the  poor  go  uncared  for,  or  that  a  rich  and  pop- 
ulous  district  may  erect  an  elegant  school  house,  while  a 

poor  and  thinly  populated  one  may  have  only  a  miserable 

apology  for  one.  In  this  matter  it  is  hoped  that  the  friends 

of  education  in  all  parts  of  the  town  will  exercise  a  liberal 

spirit,  rather  than  adopt  a  narrow  or  sectional  policy. 

Instead  of  now  being  the  time  to  inaugurate  the  District 

System,  it  would  be  just  the  time  to  set  it  aside,  if  it  existed. 

High  School.  We  hope  the  town  will  soon  regard  it  for  its 

interest  to  raise  money  to  sustain  a  High  School  a  part  of  the 

year.  Until  it  does,  we  would  recommend  to  those  more 

particularly  interested,  to  sustain  one  during  the  fall  months 
for  their  individual  benefit.  The  Selectmen  have  judiciously 

oflered  the  lower  room  in  the  Town  Hall  for  the  purpose, 

and  we  hope  another  autumn  may  witness  a  High  School  in 

successful  operation.  Most  certainly  our  more  advanced 

scholars  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  pursue  branches  of 

learning  which  cannot  be  sufiiciently  attended  to  in  our  com- 
mon schools.  Several  of  our  young  ladies  are  now  attending  . 

the  Normal  School  in  Framingham.  We  wish  more  might 
attend  this  or  a  similar  institution.  It  would  be  an  excellent 

thing  for  our  teachers,  so  far  as  they  are  able,  to  attend 

Teachers'  Institutes.  Unless  we  do  more  for  the  cause  of 
education  in  town,  or  send  more  of  our  scholars  out  of  town 

to  school,  Acton  cannot  furnish  her  own  teachers.  Private 

schools  are  now  going  on  in  the  South  and  West  Districts. 

CENTRE  DISTRICT.— Upper  Department. 

Miss  S.  Augusta  Davis,,   )  Teachers Mr.  Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  ) 

This  school  has  had  experienced  teachers  the  past  year. 

Miss  Davis  is  a  good  scholar  and  gives  practical  instruction. 
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She  had  no  large  scholars,  so  that  we  could  not  look  for  that 

proficiency  which  we  might  otherwise  expect.  Her  examina- 
tion, however,  showed  that  she  had  been  faithful  and  indus- 

trious. The  classes,  particularly  in  Heading  and  Intellectual 

Arithmetic,  showed  good  improvement.  The  singing  was 

pronounced  by  good  judges  to  be  very  fine. 
Mr.  Conant,  who  had  taught  this  school  several  successive 

winters,  consented  to  take  it  another  winter.  His  reputation 
as  a  teacher,  and  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  are 

well  understood.  He  is  energetic  and  well  qualified,  and 

frequently  labored  with  his  scholars  beyond  the  usual  hours. 

At  his  examination,  although  the  recitations  were  lengthy,  so 

thorough  had  been  his  instructions,  that  but  few  questions 

were  missed.  A  large  class  in  Written  Arithmetic  per- 
formed all  the  examples  put  them.  The  compositions  and 

rehearsals  were  good,  and  the  singing,  as  at  the  close  of  the  fall 

term,  delightful. 

Primary  Department. 

Miss  Angenette  Wheeler,  Teacher. 

This  school  has  been  a  successful  one.  No  child,  for  whom 

nature  has  done  anything,  can  grow  up  a  dunce  under  Miss 

Wheeler's  instruction.  She  is  fertile  in  her  expedients  to 
make  the  children  learn,  and  accomplishes  her  object.  We 

think  the  parents  have  much  reason  to  feel  gratified  at  the 
appearance  of  their  children  at  both  her  examinations.  If 

these  pupils  continue  to  improve  as  they  have  commenced, 

many  of  them  must  make  fine  scholars.  Their  gymnastic 

exercises  were  useful  and  pleasant,  and  their  recitations 

evinced  an  unusual  understanding  of  what  they  had  been 
over. 

WEST  DISTRICT.— Upper  Department. 

Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Lawrence,  )  j^Qacher^ 
Mr.  B.  F.  Martin,  j 

This  is  a  very  large,  forward,  and  interesting  school.  The 
teacher  has  a  vast  amount  of  labor  to  perform,  and  it  is  only 

by  pursuing  her  duties  with  steadiness  and  patience  that  she 
4 
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can  satisfactorily  succeed.  In  order  to  go  through  with  all 
the  recitations  each  day,  but  a  few  minutes  can  be  allowed  to 

each  class.  Miss  Lawrence  was  extremely  thorough  in  her 
instructions,  and  laborious  in  her  efforts.  Her  examination 

was  one  of  interest.  The  exercises  in  Readinj^  and  Mathe- 

matics  showed  that  these  branches  had  been  thoroughly 
tausfht.  We  think  the  district  fortunate  in  securins:  for  the 

winter  term  Mr.  Martin,  of  Tuft's  College.  He  possesses 
talents  well  adapted  to  the  school  room,  dispatching  business 

with  ease  and  celerity.  The  Eeading,  Writing  and  Drawing 

of  Maps — indeed,  the  improvement  in  all  the-  branches — 
showed  that  the  school  had  been  a  busy  one.  The  recitation 

of  an  extract  from  a  discourse  by  Dr.  Nott,  and  a  compo- 
sition on  Liberty,  deserve  to  be  noticed.  Geometry,  and 

several  of  the  higher  English  branches,  are  pursued  in  this 
school. 

Primary  Department. 

Miss  Susan  C.  Huggins,  Teacher. 

In  a  school  composed  of  so  many  small  scholars,  the 

teacher  needs  to  be  calm  and  dilio'ent.  The  exercise  of  an 

uneven  disposition,  or  an  indifl'erent  feeling  toward  the 
school,  would  have  a  very  bad  effect.  Miss  Huggins  is  of 

gentle  habits  and  always  at  work.  There  are  a  great  many 
recitations  to  hear  in  this  school,  if  the  children  are  small. 

We  thought  when  we  first  visited  it  the  classes  read  without 

much  regard  to  sense  or  inflection,  but  at  the  last  examina- 
tion we  observed  a  marked  improvement  in  this  important 

branch;  also  in  spelling  and  defining  words.  The  classes 

generally  recited  with  promptness,  and  what  is  quite  desir- 
able, spoke  so  that  they  could  be  understood. 

SOUTH  DISTRICT.— Upper  Department. 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Harris,  \  m^^.^i.^,,^ 
Mr.  N.  C.  Scoville,  ] 

The  activity  and  experience  of  Miss  Harris,  combined 

with  her  other  qualifications,  render  her  well  qualified  to  take 

charge  of  a  large  school.    A  person  of  a  dull  temperament 
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should  never  be  found  in  such  a  place.  She  gives  every 

class  and  every  scholar  a  fair  chance.  Although  she  had 

more  to  do  than  should  be  required  of  any  one  teacher,  yet 

she  divided  her  efforts  so  judiciously  that  the  improvement 

in  all  the  branches  was  very  evident.  We  found  most  of  the 

school  in  Kobinson's  Mental  Arithmetic,  which  pleased  your 
Committee  very  much.  At  the  close  of  the  fall  term,  the 

scholars  manifested  their  attachment  to  her  by  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  handsome  gift. 

Mr.  Scoville,  the  winter  teacher,  was  a  Cambridge 

student.  Several  large  boys  were  dissatisfied  with  some  of 

his  arrangements  the  first  of  the  term ;  farther  than  this, 
both  parents  and  scholars  were  well  pleased  with  him.  He 

had  several  good  classes  in  Keading  and  Geography,  and 

some  fine  scholars  in  Arithmetic  ;  a  number  pursued  Algebra. 

Primary  Department. 

Miss  Martha  M.  Wetherbee,  ^ 
Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner,       >  Teachers. 
Mrs.  Eliza  O.  Daniels,  j 

This  school  has  had  a  new  teacher  each  term.  Miss 

Wetherbee  taught  the  spring  term.  She  was  devoted  to 

her  business,  beloved  by  her  pupils,  and  respected  by  the 

district.  Much  to  our  regret,  during  the  succeeding 
vacation,  she  was  seized  with  a  violent  illness,  of  which  she 

has  recently  died,  mourned  by  scholars  and  friends. 

The  district  was  very  fortunate  in  being  able  to  procure 

Miss  Faulkner  as  her  successor.  She  had  taught  the 

school  many  successive  terms,  and  was  therefore  able  to  com- 
mence where  Miss  Wetherbee  left  off.  She  is  an  excellent 

teacher,  always  contriving  something  new  to  interest  the 

children.  She  infuses  an  active  spirit  into  her  pupils,  and 
makes  them  understand  their  lessons.  Her  examination  was 

im  interesting  occasion,  eveiy  class  answering  promptly  and 
appearing  well.  Among  the  Declamations  was  one  in  which 
the  echo  was  imitated  in  a  charming  manner. 

Miss  Faulkner  declining  to  teach  the  winter  term,  was 

succeeded  by  Mrs.  Daniels.    She  taught  the  elementary 
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principles  faithfully.     This  is  the  kind  of  teaching  primary 
schools  require.    Punctuation  was  considered  a  subject  of 

importance,  and  Orthography  was  practically  taught. 
SOUTH  EAST  DISTRICT. 

Miss  Nellie  J.  Fletcher,      )  ̂   , 
Mr.  Edward  F.  Richardson,  j 

We  thought  when  we  first  visited  this  school  in  the  spring, 

that  the  scholars  seemed  to  possess  but  a  limited  knowledge 
of  their  books  ;  but,  as  we  afterwards  visited  it  from  time  to 

time,  we  found  it  assuming  a  more  encouraging  aspect.  The 

discipline  of  the  school  was  good.  The  scholars  seemed 

attached  to  their  teacher,  and  advanced  step  by  step  until  the 

close  of  the  fall  term,  when  the  improvement  became  very 
evident. 

Under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Eichardson,  a  well-ljnown 

and  successful  teacher,  the  school  continued  to  make  progress 
durinfi:  the  winter  term.  The  classes  at  examination  recited 

very  well  in  Intellectual  and  Written  Arithmetic,  and 

showed  a  decided  improvement  in  Reading  and  Writing. 

We  think  as  much  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year  as 

could  reasonably  be  expected. 
EAST  DISTRICT. 

Miss  Amelia  D,  Comstock,  Teacher. 
Whenever  we  visited  this  school  we  found  the  scholars 

respectful  and  well  behaved.  During  their  recitations, 

whether  the  questions  were  put  by  the  teacher  or  the  Com- 
mittee, they  usually  gave  good  attention.  We  always  found 

the  teacher  industrious,  and  interested  in  the  prosperity  of 

the  school.  She  evidently  made  considerable  use  of  the 

blackboard  in  the  Mathematics  and  Geography.  The  scholars 

were  able  to  put  fine  maps  upon  the  board.  At  her  exam- 

inations some  very  good  problems  were  wrought  in  Arith- 
metic and  Algebra.  We  think  the  school  advanced 

considerably  during  the  year. 
NORTH  DISTRICT. 

Miss  Emtlie  W.  Loker,  \ 
Miss  Lucy  Flagg,  >  Teachers. 
Miss  L.  A.  McCutchins,  j 

The  summer   term  was  taught  by  Miss  Loker.  The 
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school  was  small,  and  the  children  for  the  most  part  young, 

so  that  we  could  not  reasonably  look  for  great  attainments. 
The  teacher,  however,  was  faithful  and  industrious,  and  the 
school  advanced  under  her  instructions. 

The  winter  term  was  commenced  by  Miss  Flagg.  When 

engaged  she  was  well  known  to  l^e  a  person  of  superior 

education,  and  an  unusually  successful  teacher.  After  teach- 
ing one  month  an  opportunity  presented  itself,  and  being 

prompted  by  a  sense  of  duty,  she  left  for  a  more  extensive 

field  of  usefulness  among  the  contrabands  in  Washington. 
She  was  succeeded  in  her  office  by  Miss  McCutchins, 

also  a  fine  scholar.  She  won  the  aflfections  of  her  pupils  and 
the  admiration  of  the  district,  and  did  much  to  elevate  the 
school.  At  her  examination  it  was  evident  that  she  had 

performed  a  good  deal  of  labor,  and  enjoyed  the  co-operation 
of  her  scholars.  The  singing  was  fine,  and  a  rehearsal,  in 

which  the  loyal  states  were  represented,  was  especially 

pleasing  and  attractive. 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AND  APPROPRIATION. 

The  number  of  children  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five 

and  fifteen,  as  ascertained  on  the  first  day  of  May  last  by  the 
Assessors,  was  378. 

Appropriation  for  the  support  of  schools,  1864-5,  $1,700  00 
Appropriation  from  State  School  Fund,  83  72 

Total  amount,  $1,783  72 
Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar 

between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  $4  49 

EespectfuUy,  in  behalf  of  the  School  Committee, 

William  W.  Da^ts,  Chairman. 

Centre  District,  William  W.  Davis, 

West        "       George  C.  Weight, 
South  J.  E.  Harris, 
So.  East  Daniel  Fletcher, 
East  Joseph  Easterbrook, 

North       "       Isaac  Flagg, 
School  Committee, 



FINANCIAL. 

Centre  School. 

Appropriation,  $377  04 
Balance  from  last  year,  21  44 

  $398  48 

$346  75 
24  87 
6  62 

20  24 
  $398  48 

March  18,  I860.  Wm.  W.  Davis,  Committee. 

Amount  of  teacher's  wages, 
Paid  for  fuel, 
Incidentals, 
Balance  to  new  account, 

West  School. 

Appropriation,  $377  04 
Deficienc}'  of  last  vear,  7  45   $369  59 

Amount  of  teacher's  wages,  $335  50 
Paid  for  fuel  and  incidentals,  .  37  00 

  $372  50 

Deficienc}'  this  year,  2  91 
Marcli  18,  1865.  George  C.  Wright,  Committee. 

South  School. 

Appropriation,  $377  04 
Balance  from  last  j-ear,  10  98 
Received  of  Frank  Brown,  5  10 

Amount  of  teacher's  wages,  $361  72 
Paid  for  fuel,  25  37 
Incidentals,  9  14 

$393  12 

$396  23 Deficiency  this  year,  3  11 
March  18,  1865.  J.  E.  Harris,  Committee. 



South  East  School. 

Appropriation,  $224  19 
Jpalance  from  last  year,  12  80 

$236  99 

Amount  of  teacher's  wages,  •  $210  00 
Paid  for  fuel  and  incidentals^  24  99 
Balance  to  next  account,  2  00 

  $236  99 

March  18,  1865.  Dakiel  Fletcher,  Committee. 

East  School. 

Appropriation, 

Amount  of  teacher's  wages. 
Wood  and  incidentals. 
Balance  to  new  account, 

March  18,  1865. 

$224  19 
$180  00 14  25 

29  94 
  $224  19 

Joseph  Eastekbrook,  Committee. 

North  School. 

Appropriation,  $224  19 
Balance  from  last  year,  1  84 

Amount  of  teacher's  wages^  $201  50 
Paid  for  fuel,  14  00 
Incidentals,  ,                   7  26 
Balance  to  new  account,  3  27 

$226  03 

$226  03 
March  18,  1865.  Isaac  T.  Flagg,  Committee. 
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EEPOKTS  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN, 

AND 

OTHER  OFFICERS, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FROM 

FEBRUARY  26th,  1865,  TO  FEBRUARY  26th,  1866, 

INCLUDING  THE 

BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS  IN  1865. 
ALSO, 

The  Report  of  the  School  Committee. 

CONCORD : 

PRINTED  BY  BENJAMIN  TOLMAN. 

1866. 





SELECTMEN'S  EEPOET. 

RECEIPTS. 
Amount  received,  $21,436  16 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Paid. 
O.  W.  Mead,  for  West  School,  $531  08 
J.  E.  Harris,  for  South  School,  531  08 
W.  W.  Davis,  for  Centre  School,  381  09 
John  Fletcher,  2d,  for  South  East  School,  226  58 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  for  North  School,  226  58 
Joseph  Estabrook,  for  East  School,  226  58 

$2,122  99 J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  for  Centre  Singing  School,  $150  00 
John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  for  West  Singing  School,  150  00 

$2,422  99 

I  REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
\  Paid. 
J.  E.  Harris,  repairs  on  South  School  House,  $46  89 
O.  W.  Mead,  repairs  on  West  School  House,  48  06 
W.  W.  Davis,  repairs  on  Centre  School  House,  21  22 
Joseph  Estabrook,  repairs  on  East  School  Ho.,  26  85 
For  furniture  and  fitting  up  school  rooms  at 

South  and  West  school  districts,  559  03 
For  fencing  around  East  School  House,  18  00 

  $720  05 
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BOOKS  AND  PRINTING. 
Paid. 

For  printing  Selectmen's  Report,  $11  00 
printing  pamphlet  do.,  71  50 
printing  warrants,  8  50 
tax  books,  2  25 
books  for  military  record,  7  67 
school  books,  47  71 

$148 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Paid. 
T.  W.  Hammond,  for  breaking  roads,  $13  33 
Charles  Wheeler,             "         "  1  62 
Joel  F.  Hayward,             "         "  4  76 
William  H.  Teel,             "        "  12  50 
John  Conant,     .             "         "  4  00 
Antoin  Bulette,               "         "  10  83 
Daniel  H.  Wetherbee,  labor  on  highway,  11  33 
Albert  Moulton,  laying  wall,  33  88 
Francis  Kingsley,  building  sluice,  4  00 
Abraham  H.  Jones,  repairing  sluice,  10  00 
Luther  Conant,  Jr.,  labor  on  highway,  12  75 

Simon  Tuttle,            "             "          '  17  00 
Daniel  Tuttle,           "             "  3  58 
Fletcher  and  Tarbell,  rep.  on  powder  mill  bridge,  5  35   $144  93 

DISCOUNT  AND  ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 
Paid. 
John  E.  Cutter,  discount  on  taxes,  $624  34 
"  "       abatement  of  taxes,  115  74   $740  08 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  SOLDIERS  AND  FAMILIES. 

Paid. 
For  state  aid,  $1,086  69 

transportation  of  soldiers  in  1862,  42  50 

soldiers'  drill.  May  1860,  80  00 
Mrs.  Rebecca  C.  Wright,  30  50 

  $1,239  69 
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SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 
Paid. 
For  support  of  Sarah  B.  Childs,  $14  00 

"       Winefred  A.  Hews,  19  75 
"  William  Murphy,  2  48 
"       Geo.  W".  Robbins,  at  reform  sch.,  37  00 medical  assistance  for  Mary  A.  Law,  10  00 

one  pair  shoes  for  do.,  2  50 
assisting  travellers,  3  55 

Daniel  H.  Wetherbee,  groceries  for  almshouse,  50  00 
Do.,  for  labor,  80  92 
James  E.  Billings,  journey  to  Bcfeton,  3  00 

$223  20 

NOTES  AND  INTEREST. 
Paid. 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  note  and  interest, 

$1,143 01 
John  Wood,  " 
Silas  P.  Blodget,  " 

552 50 

u 167 
71 

Elbridge  J.  Robbins, 
11 534 

85 David  M.  Handley,  " 214 
70 

Daniel  Wetherbee,  " 
u 

1,562 
50 

Matthew  M.  Kenney, 
it 

119 25 
Ebenezer  Conant,  interest, 195 

00 
Augustine  Conant, 

It 360 00 
Frederick  Rouillard, 

90 
00 

James  Keyes, 60 00 
Joel  Hanscom, a 40 

80 
Daniel  Harris, a 48 32 

John  R.  Whitcomb, a 30 

00 Calvin  Harris, 12 
00 

James  A.  Billings, 
a 12 

00 Isaac  T.  Flagg, 
a 6 00 

John  E.  Cutter, ti 3 
69 

$5,152  33 

TOWN  OFFICERS, 
Paid. 
William  W.  Davis,  for  examining  teachers, 

superintending  schools  and  making  report,  $60  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  taking  inventory  and 

making  taxes,  31  00 
Do.,  for  copying  taxes,  3  00 
Do.,  distributing  tax  books,  1  00 
Do.,  collecting  and  reeorcjing  32  births,  Q  40 
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William  D.  Tuttle,  recording  12  marriages,  1  20 
Do.,  recording  36  deaths,  5  60 
Bo.,  services  as  town  clerk  and  making  report,  20  00 
Samuel  Hosmer,  taking  inventory  and  making 
taxes,  25  00 

John  E.  Cutter,  for  collecting  taxes  for  1864,  100  00 
James  E.  Billings,  for  services  as  selectman,  37  50 
Jonas  K.  Putney,             "  11  75 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,                      "  25  00   $327  45 

 1  

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 
Paid. 
For  coal  for  town  hall,  $16  06 

wagon  for  town  farm,  54  00 
express,  postage  and  stationery,  6  82 

John  E.  Cutter,  for  revenue  stamps,  8  65 
Do.,  summoning  fourteen  persons  to  take  oath,  1  75 
Do.,  getting  advice  of  George  M.  Brooks,  2  00 
Do.,  getting  dogs  licensed,  2  00 
Do.,  teaming  coal  for  town  hall,  1  50 
Ivory  Keyes,  for  two  stone  posts  and  teaming,  5  00 
N.  S.  Faulkner,  tolling  bell  /or  eight  deaths,  1  60 
Hiram  J.  Hapgood,                 six        "  1  20 
Quincy  A.  Fletcher,                fifteen    "  3  00 
George  H.  Harris,  for  taking  care  of  town  clock,  25  00 
Do.,  for  fifteen  gallons  oil,  15  40 
Do.,  two  lamp  chimneys,  24 
Do.,  repairing  armory,  25 
Do.,  washing  floors,  3  50 
Do.,  one  register,  9  00 
Do.,  one  dozen  lamp  wicks,  50 
Do.,  one  door  bolt,  13 
Do.,  one  tub,  25 
Do.,  repairing  lock,  25 
Do.,  varnishing  doors,  50 
Do.,  opening  town  hall  fort3"4wo  times,  37  00 
Fletcher  &  Tarbell,  for  attending  twenty-six  funerals,  52  00 
Do.,  returning  thirty-five  deaths,  3  50 

$246  10 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 
Paid. 

Samuel  Hosmer,  for  labor  at  east  cemetery,  9  63 
Do.,  for  stakes,  75 
Do.,  stone  posts,  gate  irons  and  hanging  gate,  9  50 
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William  D.  Tuttle,  for  labor, 13 

83 Horace  Tuttle,  drawing  stone, 
61 

00 Daniel  H.  Wetherbee,  for  labor, 10 
25 

Martin  Pike,  " 6 00 

John  Cohollon,  " 12 12 

Daniel  McCarthy,  " 
6 

50 

Daniel  Fletcher,  for  laying  wall. 
36 

15 

John  Harris,  for  mowing  brush  in  north  cemetery. 
10 50 

Charles  Hastings,  for  labor  at  west  cemetery, 45 
00 

Do.,  land  for  west  cemetery. 
Oo 

William  D.  Tuttle,  for  surveying  west  cemetery, 3 
00 

Do.,  printing  deeds  and  circulars. 3 
00 

Do.,  recording  deeds. 
75 Fletcher  &  Tarbell,  for  gate  at  east  cemetery, 5 
00 

$340 

56 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY  FEB.  26,  f866. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Feb.  26,  1865, 
$3,030 

64 
State  tax  for  1865, 

4,324 
00 

County  tax  for  1865, 667 13 
Town  grant  for  1865, 

6,000 
00 

Town  grant  for  schools, 
2,000 

00 
Overlay  on  taxes. 

58 41 

Corporation  tax. 290 
35 

State  aid,  to  Jan.  1,  1865, 
Borrowed  money. 1,925 

50 

2,800 
00 

State  school  fund, 
92 

99 
Armory  rent. 95 19 
Use  of  town  hall, 121 

95 

School  money  from  town  of  Concord, 20 
00 

"             "  Sudbury, 
10 

00 

$21,436  16 

Expenditures. 

For  support  of  schools,  $2,422  99 
repairs  on  school  houses,  720  05 
books  and  printing,  148  63 
roads  and  bridges,  144  93 
discount  and  abatement  of  taxes,  740  08 
appropriation  for  soldiers  and  families,    1,239  69 
support  of  poor,  223  20 
notes  and  interest,  5,152  33 



8 

For  town  officers,  327  45 
miscellaneous  expenses,  246  10 
cemetery  expenses,  340  56 
state  tax,  4,324  00 
county  tax,  667  13 

$16,697  14 

Balance  in  treasury  Feb.  26,  1866,  $4,739  02 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  fOWN,  FEB.  26,  1866. 
Dr. 

To  balance  due,  as  per  report,  Feb.  26, 1866,  $4,739  02 
amount  due  from  state  for  aid  furnished 

families  of  soldiers,  1,386  69 
 $6,125  71 

AMOUNT  DUE  ON  NOTES. 

Cr. 

By  cash  of  Daniel  Harris,  $517  70 
Frederic  Rouillard,  1771  34 
Joel  Hanscom,  700  40 
Augustine  Conant,  4,116  00 
Ebenezer  Conant,  3,769  00 
Silas  P.  Blodget,  1,251  48 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  105  50 
James  Keyes,  623  00 
Calvin  Harris,  202  60 
James  A.  Billings,  202  60 
John  R.  Whitcomb,  506  50 
David  M.  Handley,  1,745  90 
James  E.  Billings,  1,120  10 

$16,632  12 

Balance  against  the  town  Feb.  26, 1866,  with- 
out including  the  balance  due  as  per  over- 

seers' report  for  1866,  $10,506  41 

AMOUNT  OF  STATE  AID  PAID  EACH  PERSON. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Moore,  $144  00 
S.  H.  Wetherbee,  107  20 
Betsey  Shehan,  96  00 
Betsey  M.  Sawyer,  72  00 
Maria  Fisk,  72  00 

Mr.  Thomas  Kingsley,  67  12 
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Mrs.  Catherine  M.  C.  Dwelley, 
56 

40 
Mary  Hurley, 

52 
00 

Charlotte  M.  Pike, 48 00 
Anna  Whitney, 46 

40 

Johanna  Colman, 44 15 
Julia  F,  Nelson, 42 00 

McCann  sisters. 40 00 
Mrs.  Alice  Brooks, 34 00 

Fannie  Stevens, 
30 

00 
Martha  Wayne, 

27 00 

Lubey, 25 71 Mr.  Michael  Powers, 25 71 Mrs.  Joanna  Moulton, 
18 

00 
Elvira  Young, 

13 00 

Nathan  Goss, 26 
00 

 $1,086  69 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,    )  Selectmen 
JONAS  K.  PUTNEY,       }  of 
J.  K.  W.  WETHERBEE,  )  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1866. 

2 



EEPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE,  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1866. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND  APRIL  1st,  1866. 

9  cows  $540,00  ;  1  horse,  125,00,    -  $665  00 
3  shotes,  48,75  ;  12  fowls,  7,44,  56  19 
375  lbs.  pork,  75,00  ;  50  do.  beef,  6,00,  81  00 
4  1-2  tons  hay,  67,50  ;  10  bush,  rye,  10,00,  77  50 
17  bush,  corn,  17,00  ;  11  do.  oats,  6,60,  23  60 
50  do.  potatoes,  30,00  ;  100  lbs.  ham,  20,00,  50  00 
6  lbs.  butter,  3,12  ;  30  do.  lard,  6,60,  9  12 
1-2  bbl.  flour,  6,12  ;  2  lbs.  tea,  2,50,  8  62 
3  lbs.  coffee,  .36  ;  15  lbs.  candles,  2,40,  2  76 
1-2  bbl.  soap,  3,00  ;  1-2  do.  pickles,  1,00,  4  00 
1  bush,  beans,  3,00  ;  2  galls,  molasses,  1,46,  4  46 
1  bush,  rye  meal,  1,00  ;  2  do.  Indian  meal,  2,00,  3  00 
skewer  timber,  2,00  ;  15  bush,  ashes,  2,50,  4  50 
2  lbs.  sugar,  34 

$990  09 

RECEIPTS. 

For  oxen,  $488,00;  milk,  427,18,  $915  18 
horse,  150,00 ;  skewers,  75,80,  225  80 
calves,  23,15  ;  beef,  33,25,  56  40 
peaches,  23,83  ;  apples,  12,40,  36  23 
potatoes,  3,50  ;  eggs,  4,63,  8  13 
squashes,  1,32;  hide,  5,04,  6  36 
drag  plank,  1,50;  keeping  pedlar,  1,00,  2  50 
straw,  10,45  ;  work  at  cemetery,  15,00,  25  45 

$1,276  05 



11 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  flour,  $50,75  ;  butter,  85,44,  $136  19 
molasses,  37,68;  sugar,  19,18;  tea,  11,04,  67  90 
coffee,  10,82  ;  meat,  96,13  ;  fish,  20,15,  127  10 
meal,  53,32  ;  cheese,  19,63  ;  bread,  3,03,  75  98 
shorts,  28,49  ;  oil  meal,  4,20,  32  69 
cloth  and  clothing,  60,06  ;  shoes,  13,39,  73  45 
tools,  14,03  ;  nails,  2,53  ;  oil,  4,81,  21  37 
corn,  7,60  ;  vinegar,  2,50  ;  spices,  5,28,  15  38 
cream  tartar,  1,78  ;  yeast,  .56  ;  saleratus,  .12,  2  46 
matches,  .65  ;  solder,  .57  ;  rosin,  .42  ;  whips,  .20,  1  84 
potash,  2,64;  soap,  2,04;  brooms,  1,35,  6  03 
rope,  .30  ;  tvicking,  .57  ;  onions,  4,50,  5  37 
cami^hor,  .48  ;  beans,  7,75  ;  plaster,  7,02.  15  25 
tallow,  2,80  ;  medicines,  1,84  ;  bone  dust,  1,32,  5  96 
lime,  .25  ;  salt,  3,55  ;  soda,  .73  ;  starch,  .30,  4  83 
raisins,  .86  ;  seeds,  .50  ;  rice,  .56  ;  tobacco,  11,65,  13  57 
milk,  .14  ;  tin  ware,  .35  ;  stove  polish,  .25  ;  ink,  .10,  84 
candles,  .10  ;  earthen  ware,  3,27  ;  stationery,  .25,  3  62 
lead  pipe,  9,72  ;  plow  points,  .55  ;  apples,  .25,  10  52 
salt  petre,  .22  ;  wheel  grease,  .25  ;  barrels,  1,65,  2  12 

blacksmith's  bill,  15,40  ;  pasturing  oxen,  19,85,  35,  25 
skewer  timber,  4,82  ;  sawing  lumber,  .27,  5  09 

newspaper,  2,50  ;  doctor's  bill,  3,00  ;  shotes,  15,00,  20  50 
use  of  bull,  2,25  ;  use  of  winnowing  mill,  .50,  2  75 
weighing  oxen,  .12  ;  expenses  to  Boston,  7,69,  7  81 
expenses  on  well,  8,13  ;  cash  to  paupers,  3,00,  11  13 
oxen,  190,00;  horse,  146,00;  cow,  50,75,  386  75 
horse  cart,  25,00  ;  wagon,  54,00,  79  00 
cart  harness,  4  00 
services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Wetherbee,  300  00 

James  E.  Billings'  services,  6  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney's       "  6  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee's  "                           .  6  00 

$1,492  75 Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1865,  $1,033  67 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

 ^  $1,273  07 

$2,765  82 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  expenditures,  $1,492  75 
Amount  of  receipts,                                 $1,276  05 

Cash  from  town  treasury  to  balance  account,  *  216  70   $1,492  75 
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Total  amount  of  expenditures ,  $1,492  75 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1865,  1,033  67 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

Total  amount  of  receipts,  $1,276  05 
Amount  of  inventory, April  1,  1866,  990  09 

$2,765  82 

$2,266  14 

$499  68 
Expense  of  victualling  foreigners,  9  50 

Total  amount  of  supporting  poor  at  almshouse,  $490  18 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  foreigners)  supported 
in  the  Almshouse,  5  ;  average  number,  3  1-2 ;  cost  per  week, 
$2,69. 

James  E.  Billings,      i  Overseers 
Jonas  K.  Putney,        >  of 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee^)  Poor. 

Acton,  April  1,  1866. 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  ACTON,  IN  1865. 

No.  Date  of  Birth.        Name  of  Child  and  Parents'  Names. 

1.  Jan.  1-,  Charles  Brooks,  son  of  Henry  and  Harriet  E.  BrOoks. 
2.  Jan.  6,  William  Charles  Coughlin,  son  of  John  and  Margaret 

Coughlin. 
3.  Jan.  27,  Elmer  Rouillard,  son  of  Frederick  and  Sarah  Rouil- 

lard. 
4.  Jan.  31,  Minnie  Sophia  Harris,  daughter  of  Francis  E.  and  , 

Mandana  S.  Harris. 

5.  Feb.  11,  Nelson  Augustus  Cobleigh,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Har- 
riet E.  Cobleigh. 

6.  Feb.  15,  Etta  May  Sawyer,  daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Lucy 
A.  Sawyer. 

7.  Feb.  28,  Nellie  Maria  Frost,  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Su- 
san M.  Frost. 

8.  April  18,  Fannie  Marcella  Houghton,  daughter  of  John  R. 
and  Martha  E.  Houghton. 

9.  April  20,  Adelaide  Louise  Richardson,  daughter  of  Osman  D. 
and  Mary  E.  Richardson. 

10.  May  7,  Daniel  Reddin,  son  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  Reddin. 
11.  May  20,  Ana  Sophia  Jones,  daughter  of  Elnathan,  Jr.,  and 

Elizabeth  Jones. 

12.  June  13,  Florence  Idella  Noyes^  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Dolly 
M.  Noyes. 

13.  June  15,  Agnes  Wormsley  Gammell,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Agnes  Gammell. 

14.  July  1,  Jennie  Louise  Colman,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Louise  M.  Colman. 

15.  July  13,  Warren  Henry  Jones,  son  of  James  F.  and  Elizabeth 
Jones. 

16.  July  13,  Fred  Lyman  Farrar,  son  of  Henry  and  Lydia  A. 
Farrar. 

17.  Aug.  23,  Warren  Edson  Taylor,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha 
A.  Taylor. 

18.  Aug.  23,  Mary  Ellen  Haggerty,  daughter  of  William  and 
Catherine  Haggerty^ 

10.  Aug.  26,  A  daughter,  to  Nathaniel  Y.  Trickey. 
20.  Sept.  4,  Susan  Elizabeth  Billings,  daughter  of  Luther  and 

Martha  A.  Billings. 
21.  Sept.  13,  Edward  Malloy,  son  of  Thomas  and  Fannie  Malloy. 
22.  Sept,  17,  Arlon  U.  Jackson,  son  of  Loring  M.  and  Harriet  S. 

Jackson. 
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23.  Sept.  18  J  Carrie  Bell  Hay  ward,  dangliter  of  Cja-ns  and  Mary 
P.  Hay  ward. 

24.  Sept.  22,  A  son,  to  Luther,  Jr.  and  Celeste  J.  Conant. 
25.  Sept.  30,  Ida  Lilian  Reed,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Jane 

Reed. 

26.  Oct.  18,  Delmon  Gustavus  Barker,  son  of  Henry  and  Louisa 
M.  Barker. 

27.  Oct.  31,  Mary  Josephine  Hannon,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Mary  A.  Hannon. 

28.  Nov.  1,  Luke  Harris  Tuttle,  son  of  Luke  and  S.  Sophia  Tut- 
tle. 

29.  Nov.  15,  Herbert  Arnold  Hapgood,  son  of  Andrew  and  Eliza 
A.  Hapgood. 

30.  Nov.  18,  Edwin  Barker  Hoar,  son  of  John  S.  and  Lydia  P. 
Hoar. 

31.  Nov.  23,  Rockwood  Miles,  son  of  Warren  and  Maria  J.  Miles. 
32.  Dec.  3,  Katie  Haggerty,  daughter  of  William,  2d,  and  Mary 

Haggerty. 
Males,  16  ;  females,  16. 

MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

IN  1865, 

No.   Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  the  Tarties. 

1.  April  9,  Mr.  L.  V.  N.  Peck,  of  Acworth,  N.  H.,  and  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Harris,  of  Acton. 

2.  May  14,  Mr.  William  A.  Walker,  of  Sudbury,  and  Miss  Emma 
Louisa  Merritt,  of  Acton. 

3.  May  25,  Mr.  George  W.  Davis  and  Miss  Mary  Jane  Bur- 
roughs, both  of  Acton. 

4.  June  10,  Mr.  Samuel  Oscar  Lamcer  and  Miss  Mary  Frank 
Maun,  both  of  Marlborough. 

5.  Sept.  3,  Mr.  David  Calahan  and  Miss  Ellen  Calhyne,  both  of 
Acton. 

G.  Sept.  5,  Mr.  James  E.  Weston  and  Miss  Ellen  C.  Hubbard, 
both  of  Acton. 

7.  Sept.  14,  Mr.  Henry  Hanson,  of  West  Cambridge,  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hay  ward,  of  Acton. 

8.  Oct.  5,  Mr.  John  Wayne,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Maggie  Seelye, 
of  Boston. 

9.  Oct.  22,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Rowe,  of  Candia,  N.  H.,  and  Miss 
Lizzie  S.  Richardson,  of  Acton. 

10.  Nov.  2G,  Mr.  Sanford  Wheeler,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Susan  E. 
Guptill,  of  North  Berwick,  Me. 
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11.  Dec.  7,  Mr.  Nathaniel  H.  Pennimaii  and  Miss  Eliza  A.  Rich" 
ardson,  both  of  Acton. 

12.  Dec.  7,  Mr.  William  B.  Davis,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  S,  Maria 
Dwight,  of  North  Wrentham. 

13.  Dec.  24,  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Flint  and  Mrs,  Sarah  Jane  Pliillips, 
both  of  Acton. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON,  IN  1865. 

JNo.   Date  of  Death.  Nama  and  Age. 

1.  Jan.  7,  Mr.  Zoheth  Taylor,  aged  37  yrs. 
2.  Jan.  17,  Winifred  H.  Hewes,  aged  29  yrs, 
3.  Jan.  23,  Milton  F.,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martlia  A.  Taylor, 

aged  3  yrs.  10  mos.  22  days. 
4.  Jan.  31,  Mr.  Silas  Sweatt,  aged  80  yrs. 
5.  Feb.  3,  Mrs.  Margaret  C,  wife  of  Mr.  James  Todd,  aged  23 

yrSo  8  mos.  10  days. 
^.  March  22,  Dr.  John  M.  Miles,  aged  63  yrs.  5  mos. 
7.  March  26,  Edmund  F.  Hannon,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  A. 

Hannon,  aged  5  yrs,  11  mos.  18  days. 
■8.  April  10,  Widow  Charlotte  H,  Davis,  aged  60  yrs.  8  days. 
9.  April  30,  Mrs,  Eunice  Wilbur,  aged  75  yrs.  1  mo.  20  days. 

10.  May  18,  Mrs,  Susan  B.  Davis,  wife  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Davis, 
aged  62  yrs, 

11.  June  16,  Miss  Lucy  Barnard,  aged  37  jrs. 
12.  June   17,  Mrs,  Harriet  Handley,  wife  of  Mr.  Aaron  C, 

Handley,  aged  39  yrs.  8  mos.  9  days. 
13.  June  19,  Carrie  Etta  Handley,  daughter  of  Aaron  C,  and  Har- 

riet Handley,  aged  4  yrs.  5  mos.  10  days. 
14.  July  19,  Mrs,  Lydia  Jane  Wild,  wife  of  Mr,  William  A„  Wild, 

aged  37  yrs,  4  mos. 
15.  Aug.  3,  Mr.  George  W,  Eobbins,  aged  84  3^rs,  6  mos. 
16.  A.ug,  17,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Billings,  aged  84  yrs,  11  mos, 
17.  Aug,  17,  Mrs.  Caroline  E,  Wyman,  wife  of  Mr.  O.  C.  Wy- 

man,  aged  37  yrs.  8  mos,  22  days. 
18.  Aug.  22,  Frank  C,  Wright,  sou  of  George  C,  and  Susan  H. 

Wright,  aged  1  yr.  9  mos.  9  daya. 
19.  Sept.  7,  Mr,  Charles  Robbins,  aged  79  yrs,  10  mos. 
20.  Sept.  15,  Mrs,  Sally  Ha^-nes,  aged  84  yrs,  6  mos. 
21.  Sept.  20,  Widow  Esther  Barker,  aged  82  yrs.  2  mos,  5  days. 
22.  Sept.  29,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Robbins,  wife  of  Mr.  Luke  J.  Rob- 

bins,  aged  27  yrs,  3  mos.  27  days. 
23.  Sept.  30,  Mrs.  Mary  Robbins,  aged  75  yrs.  4  mos.  9  days, 
24.  Oct.  2.  Widow  Sarah  W.  Noyes,  aged  80  yrs.  8  mos. 
25.  Oct.  3,  John,  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  Gallagliar,  agv^d  i 

yr.  9  mos. 
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26.  Oct.  5,  Mrs.  Lucy  Mead,  aged  64  yrs.  2  mos.  9  days. 
27.  Oct.  6,  Francis,  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  Gallaghar,  aged  5 

yrs.  6  mos. 
28.  Oct.  8,  Mary  Ellen  Kelley,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ellen  Kel- 

ley,  aged  7  yrs.  8  mos.  18  days. 
29.  Oct.  11,  Mrs.  Joanna  Lynch,  wife  of  Peter  Lynch,  aged  36  yrs. 
30.  Oct.  10,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jane  Murphy,  wife  of  Mr.  Daniel 

Murphy,  aged  34  yrs. 
31.  Oct.  17,  Mrs.  Celeste  J.  Conant,  wife  of  Mr.  Luther  Conant, 

Jr.,  aged  32  yrs. 
32.  Oct.  20,  Miss  Lucy  M.  Robbins,  aged  35  yrs.  4  mos.  16  days. 
33.  Oct.  25,  Mr.  John  Powers,  aged  38  yrs. 
34.  Dec.  29,  Widow  Hannah  Butterfield,  aged  87  yrs. 

William  D,  Tutti^e,  Town  Clerk. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1866. 



REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 

EAST  CEMETERY. 

Expenditures, 

^'©r  printing  deeds  and  circulars,  $9  00 
mowing  brusk,                                       "  16  37 
raking  and  burning  do.,  9  58 
stakes,  and  lotting  up  squares,  6  38 
grading  avenues,  16  25 
completing  wall  and  piitting  up  gate,  67  15 

Receipts. 

'¥ov  five  lots  deeded,  . '        $5  00 wood  sold,  3  00 
^Received  of  town,  by  order,,  116  73 

WEST  CEMETERY. 

Expenditures, 

For  laying  out  and  grading  avenues,  mowing 
brush  and  setting  bound  stones,  $52  18 

stakes  for  lots,  and  numbering,  4  11 
deeds  and  circulars,  9  00 
recording  deed,  60 
record  book,  75 
postage  and  envelopes,  88 

Receipts. 

For  thirty  lots  deeded,  $30  00 
repairing  lots,  4  50 
wood  sold,  2  00 

Received  from  town,  45  00 

$124  73 

$124'  73 

$67  52 

$81  50 

Balance  in  Committee's  hands,  $13  98 
NORTH  CEMETERY. 

Expenditures, 

For  mowing  and  raking  brush,  $10  50 
3 
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It  will  be  seen,  by  an  examination  of  the  Report  of  the  Select- 
men, that  a  very  large  part  of  the  expenditures  incurred  for  the 

Cemeteries  were  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  "West  Cemetery, 
and  for  building  the  wall  and  gate  for  the  Cemetery  in  the  east 

part  of  the  town.  But  a  small  sum  has  been  expended  for  im- 
provements in  the  interior  of  the  Cemetery  grounds.  In  the  East 

Cemetery  the  avenues  have  been  nearly  completed,  and  many  lots 
have  been  staked  out.  In  the  West  thirty  lots  have  been  deeded 
and  sundry  improvements  commenced.  What  is  now  wanted  is 

the  co-operation  of  proprietors  in  dressing  up  their  lots  in  a  neat 
and  tasteful  manner,  and  we  cordially  invite  and  earnestly  entreat 
all  owners  of  lots,  either  in  the  new  or  old  grounds,  to  begin  the 
good  work  the  coming  season.  We  spend  large  sums  in  the  erection 
of  monuments,  testifying  of  our  love  for  friends  departed.  Shall 
we  not  see  the  surroundings  of  these  made  attractive  ?  We  trust 
that  it  will  soon  be  considered  a  moral,  if  not  a  religious  duty,  of 
every  owner  of  a  lot  in  our  cemeteries  to  root  out  every  brier  and 

bush,  as  well  as  everj^thing  of  an  unornamental  character,  in  his 
grounds.  When  this  is  done,  and  the  town  has  completed  the  im- 

provements it  has  begun,  we  shall  have  cemeteries  to  which  it  will 
be  pleasant  to  pay  an  occasional  visit. 

And  should  proprietors  of  lots  take  earnest  action  in  this  mat- 
ter, we  feel  sure  the  town  will  not  grudge  a  small,  annual  expendi- 
ture for  their  general  improvement. 

Cemetery 

Committee, 
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REPORT. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton : 

The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their  annual 

report. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  the  town  of  Acton, 
whether  or  not  the  cause  of  education  is  well  carried  on. 

Other,  subjects  may  seem  of  more  immediate  importance, 

but,  so  far  as  its  future  prosperity  or  the  happiness  and  use- 
fulness of  the  rising  race  is  concerned,  there  is  no  greater 

interest  to  which  it  can  attend.  There  is  almost  as  much 

difference  between  an  intelligent  community  and  an  ignorant 

one  as  there  is  between  light  and  darkness.  In  the  former 

we  see  thrift  and  enterprise,  and  everything  to  which  the 

hand  of  industry  and  ingenuity  is  applied  returning  a  rich 

reward,  while,  in  the  latter,  a  description  of  the  customs, 

character  and  conditions  of  the  people  generations  ago  will 
substantially  describe  them  at  the  present  day. 

It  is  an  honor  to  a  town  to  raise  up  good  scholars,  and  the 

number  of  such  scholars  will  depend  upon  the  interest  felt 
by  the  citizens  in  the  cause  of  education.  It  is  not  to  be 

understood  when  we  are  making  efforts  to  educate  our  youth, 

that  they  are  the  only  ones  that  will  be  benefited,  for  not  a 
few  of  them  will  settle  in  other  towns  and  other  states,  and 

an  intelligent  mind  will  have  an  influence  wherever  it  goes. 

If  wise  legislation  is  applied  to  the  states  recently  in  rebel- 
lion, their  fine  climate,  fertile  fields  and  great  rivers  will, 

doubtless,  attract  thither  not  only  great  numbers  from 

Europe,  but  not  a  few  from  New  England  will  establish 
themselves  here  and  there  throughout  its  rich  and  wide 

domains ;  and  it  will  make  a  great  difference  respecting  the 

future  condition  of  the  Southern  people  whether  or  not  these 

emigrants  are  intelligent  and  God-fearing  men.    The  subject 
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of  education  then  is  of  national  importance,  and  it  may  well 

be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  feel  that  we  are  doing  some- 
thing for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  country  as  well  as  for 

ourselves,  when  we  are  attending  to  the  educational  interests 
of  the  town. 

We  have  not  yet  the  number  of  families  in  town  which 

makes  it  imperative  upon  us  to  support  a  High  School,  yet 

such  a  school  would  be  a  splendid  thing  for  this  town.  It  is 

just  what  our  young  people  need,  and  some  of  them  very 
much  desire.  Your  Committee  believe  such  a  school  would 

be  worth  more  than  it  would  cost  to  sustain  it,  —  that,  after 
it  became  established,  it  would  prove  a  source  of  emulation, 

attraction  and  wealth.  The  High  School,  taught  in  the 

centre  of  the  town  last  fall,  was  considered  by  all  as  a  very 

profitable  one.  We  wish  we  might  have  such  a  school  for 

the  year  round,  until  such  time  as  the  town  shall  regard  it 

for  its  iirterest  to  support  a  similar  one. 

8tate  of  the  Schools.  We  think  the  prosperity  of  the 

schools,  the  past  year,  has  been  such  as  to  afibrd  encourage- 
ment to  the  friends  of  education  in  the  town.  Doubtless 

some  of  them  might  have  been  conducted  in  a  more  efficient 

manner,  and  many  of  the  scholars  might  have  better  appre- 
ciated and  improved  their  privileges.  Although,  with  but 

one  exception,  taught  by  females,  we  have  usually  found  a 

fair  degree  of  discipline,  and  in  most  of  the  schools  a  com- 
mendable application  to  study. 

The  Local  Committee  have  evinced  an  increased  interest 

in  their  respective  schools,  thus  showing  that  they  feel,  more 

than  ever,  the  responsibilities  of  their  office,  which  is  one  of. 

much  importance.  A  great  trust  is  committed  to  their 

hands.  We  think  the  teachers,  without  exception,  "have 
endeavored  to  exert  a  correct  influence  over  the  minds  of 

their  pupils.  They  have  visited  each  other's  schools  to  some 
extent.  This  is  a  good  practice,  for,  however  well  we  may 
think  we  understand  our  business,  it  is  wise  occasionally  to 

observe  how  others  manage  who  are  engaged  in  a  like 

occupation.    We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  the 
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fact  that  the  smaller  districts  have  the  advantage  over  the 

larger  ones  with  respect  to  length  of  schools,  but,  as  they 
have  no  money  to  spare,  we  would  recommend  a  small 

additional  appropriation  for  the  village  districts. 

We  have  occasion  of  gratitude  to  God  for  the  general 

health  the  children  of  our  schools  have  enjoyed  the  past  year. 

Care  of  School  Houses.  The  additional  schools,  put  in 

operation  in  the  South  and  West  Districts,  have  proved 

highly  satisfactory.  It  was  somewhat  expensive  starting 

them,  but  it  was  money  well  expended.  Nothing  would 

induce  the  people  of  those  districts  to  return  to  the  old 

arrangement.  These  schools  being  established,  it  has  been 

thought  best  to  let  the  subject  of  new  school  houses  rest  a 

year  or  two.  We  would  therefore  recommend  to  the  Local 

Committees,  while  the  old  school  houses  continue  to  be  occu- 
pied, to  keep  them  in  comfortable  repair.  Let  the  doors 

and  windows  and  all  parts  of  the  house  be  kept  tight,  with 

the  exception  of  being  well  ventilated,  so  that  the  health  of 

our  children  need  not  be  jeopardized  by  sitting  in  a  current 
of  air.  If  the  stove  or  chimney  is  out  of  order,  let  them  be 

put  in  good  condition  if  they  can  be ;  if  not,  they  should  be 

removed  and  new  ones  put  in  their  places.  The  grounds 

around  the  school  houses  should  be  kept  looking  respectable, 

and  the  teacher  should  be  expected  to  see  that  the  inside  is 

as  attractive  as  circumstances  will  admit.  The  young  ladies 

should  volunteer  their  services  to  assist  in  keeping  the  school 

room  well  swept.  It  is  very  unpleasant  for  the  Committee, 

when  they  visit  a  school,  to  find  the  room  covered  with  dirt. 

Many  of  our  school  rooms,  however,  are  kept  remarkably 
neat, 

Reading.  A  good  deal  of  attention  should  be  given  to 

this  subject.  Probably  time  enough  is  bestowed  upon  it, 

but  we  believe  better  instruction  in  many  cases  might  be 
given,  A  scholar  who  understands  well  vrhat  he  reads  can 

get  along  better  with  any  other  branch  to  v,hich  he  may 

attend.  Children  ought  to  be  faithfully  instructed  in  this 

branch  while  quite  young.    We  have  sometimes  known 
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mothers  to  do  a  good  deal  towards  making  their  children 

good  readers,  by  reading  to  them,  in  a  lively  and  interesting 

manner,  such  pleasant  stories  and  dialogues  as  they  can  com- 
prehend, at  the  same  time  instructing  them  to  read  in  a 

similar  manner. 

We  have,  also,  often  observed  that  the  children  of  those 

parents  who  have  a  good  understanding  of  their  mother 

tongue,  and  using  it  correctly  in  conversation,  have,  as  a 

general  rule,  a  much  better  command  of  language,  and 

appear  better  in  society  than  other  children.  We  see  then 

that  the  teachers  in  our  primary  schools  should  understand 

well  the  art  of  teaching  children  to  read.  But  a  knowledge 
of  this  department  is  not  to  be  learned  from  imitations 

merely  ;  the  sense  must  be  comprehended.  They  should  there- 
fore strive  to  interest  their  pupils  in  the  subject  of  the  lessons, 

asking  questions  upon  it,  and  frequently  giving  examples  of 
the  manner  in  which  a  sentence  should  be  read ;  and  when 
the  scholar  comes  across  a  word  with  which  he  is  not 

familiar,  he  should  be  required  to  spell  it  out,  pronouncing 

one  syllable  after  another,  giving  a  good  pronunciation  of 

the  whole  word  at  the  end.  Poor  readers,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, should  be  kept  in  classes  corresponding  to  their 

requirements,  and  no  class  should  hurry  from  one  lesson  or 

text  book  to  another  until  it  is  qualified  to  do  so. 

Committing  short  pieces  to  memory,  is  a  good  exercise  for 

young  children  in  this  department.  The  spelling  book  and 

dictionary  should  be  freely  used  in  connection  with  this 
branch  of  education. 

Classification,  There  should  be  as  few  classes  in  school 

as  possible,  consistent  with  the  attainments  of  the  pupils. 

The  less  the  number  of  classes,  the  more  opportunity  for 

instruction  the  pupils  will  enjoy.  It  is  usually  very  difficult 

keeping  a  school  classified  according  to  our  liking,  as  some 
of  the  scholars  are,  more  or  less,  absent,  and  a  portion  of 

them  attend  school  only  a  part  of  the  year,  while  others 

attend  constantly.  There  is  also  a  great  difference  both  in 

the  capacity  and  inclination  of  children  to  acquire  knowl- 
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edge.  Some  learn  easy  and  others  hard.  Some  love  to 

study,  while  others  have  little  taste  for  it.  Some  have  a 

great  partiality  for  a  particular  branch,  while  others  care 

about  the  same  for  one  study  as  another.  These  differences 
in  the  attendance  and  characteristics  of  children  make  it 

necessary,  in  our  upper  departments,  to  have  a  good  many 

classes.  Still  we  should  bring  as  large  a  number  as  practi- 
cable together  at  a  recitation.  A  large  class  can  see  and 

hear  as  well  as  a  small  one. 

In  giving  out  a  lesson,  the  most  forward  scholar  should 
not  be  made  a  criterion,  nor  the  most  backward  one,  but  the 

average  abilities  of  the  class  should  be  considered.  It  is 

quite  desirable  to  hear  a  recitation  in  each  branch  every  day, 

but  when  they  are  so  numerous  that  justice  cannot,  in  good 

measure,  be  done  them,  it  is  better  to  hear  them  less  frequently  ; 

but  regularity  should  be  observed  at  any  rate.  We  think  if 

better  scholarship  was  required  before  pupils  were  admitted 

to  the  upper  departments,  it  might  help  this  matter  of  classi- 
fication to  some  extent.  Such  an  arrangement  might  also 

produce  more  of  a  spirit  of  emulation  among  the  scholars. 

Teachers.  No  matter  how  good  school  houses  we  may 

build  or  how  much  money  appropriate,  unless  we  obtain 

good  teachers,  the  cause  of  education  will  not  flourish.  It  is 

right  that  we  should  expect  a  good  deal  of  our  teachers. 

The  position  they  occupy  should  not  be  sought  by  those  who 

are  not  willing  to  labor.  To  give  out  lessons  and  see  that 

they  are  recited  precisely  according  to  the  book,  does  not 
constitute  even  a  decent  teacher.  She  may  be  remarkable 

for  her  power  to  communicate  and  explain  definitely  the  sub- 
juct  of  the  lesson,  and  still  not  do  the  whole  work.  She 

must  get  the  scholars'  attention,  put  a  good  many  questions, 
and  ascertain  whether  the  scholar  understands  or  cares  to 

understand  the  subject.  Because  a  scholar  can  repeat  a  rule 
in  Arithmetic,  or  a  demonstration  in  Geometry,  does  not  make 

that  he  understands  it.  Not  only  his  memory  but  his  reason- 
ing powers  must  be  brought  into  exercise,  and  principles 

established  in  the  mind.  A  free  use  of  the  blackboard  is 

indispensable   in  giving  instruction  in  the  Mathematics. 
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There  are  many  questions  in  Geography  to  which  the 

scholars'  attention  should  be  called.  Beginners  in  Grammar 
need  to  be  attracted  to  that  study  by  something  more  than 

the  text  book  furnishes,  else  they  may  pursue  it  for  several 

terms  without  much  profit.  Writing  Compositions  is  a  good 
exercise  for  older  scholars  in  this  department.  A  scholar 

may  go  through  Philosophy,  reciting  so  well  from  memory 

as  apparently  to  have  a  perfect  lesson  every  day,  and  yet,  if 

he  is  not  questioned  upon  the  principles  of  that  science,  and 
an  interest  in  it  awakened  in  his  mind,  the  time  he  has 

bestowed  upon  it  is  nearly  lost.  Memory  may  make  super- 
ficial scholars,  but  it  takes  knowledge  to  make  practical 

ones. 

What  we  should  endeavor  to  secure,  then,  is  laborious 

teachers,  and  those  who  are  qualified  to  set  before  their 

pupils  incentives  to  industry. 

CENTKE  DISTEICT.  —  Upper  Department. 

Miss  Emma  L.  Stevens, 
Emeline  Jewell, 
Angie  Wheeler, 

Mr.  James  Fletcher, 

Miss  Stevens  taught  the  summer  term.  She  was  of 

pleasant  manners,  conscientious  in  her  endeavors,  and  tried 

hard  to  keep  a  good  school. 

The  ensuing  term  was  commenced  by  Miss  Jewell,  a 

teacher  of  experience,  and  well  qualified  in  all  respects  for 

her  position.  But,  after  teaching  three  weeks,  it  became 

necessary  for  her  to  relinquish  her  charge  on  account  of 

sickness  of  friends.  Her  place  was  at  once  occupied  by 

Miss  Wheeler,  whose  good  scholarship,  fidelity  to  her  work 
and  love  for  her  occupation,  render  her  well  qualified  for  the 

office  of  teacher.  She  carried  the  school  through  successfully » 

Good  scholars  made  rapid  progress,  and  dull  ones  improved 
under  her  instructions. 

Mr.  Fletcher  taught  the  winter  term.  The  school  was 

fortunate  in  having  so  able  and  industrious  a  teacher.  It 

was  admirably  conducted.    At  its  examination  the  first  class 

Teachers, 
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in  Mental  Arithmetic,  the  class  in  Algebra,  and  several 

classes  in  Geography,  attracted  our  attention. 

This  school  has  had  inexperienced  teachers  the  past  year. 

It  is  pleasant  to  give  some  of  our  more  advanced  scholars, 

who  desire  to  teach  and  appear  to  have  the  requisite  qualifi- 
cations, an  opportunity  to  try  their  hand  at  it.  By  doing  so 

we  shall  be  likely  to  find  some,  at  least,  who  will  become  an 
iionor  to  the  office. 

Miss  Blanchard  taught  the  summer  and  fall  terms.  She 

was  quite  dignified  among  her  pupils,  —  maintained  a  reason- 
able degree  of  order,  kept  her  school  room  looking  neatly, 

and,  we  believe,  gave  fair  satisfaction  to  the  district. 

Miss  Esterbrook  took  charge  of  the  winter  school.  She 

manifested  much  interest  in  her  business,  and  displayed  a 

good  degree  of  activity.  At  her  examination  several  of  the 

classes  recited  very  well,  especially  a  class  of  beginners  in 

Grammar.    The  recitations  w^ere  well  chosen  and  attractive. 

This  school  deserves  a  high  rank  among  the  schools  in 

towm  There  are  some  advanced  scholars  here.  Geometry, 

Philosophy,  and  some  other  of  the  higher  English  branches 
receive  attention  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  not,  we  think, 
to  the  detriment  of  the  common  ones. 

Miss  Brow^n  taught  the  summer  and  fall  terms.  She  en- 
deavored to  make  her  school  a  profitable  one. 

Miss  McCutchins  had  charge  during  the  winter.  She  had 

previously  taught  in  another  part  of  the  town  with  unusual 
success,  and  was  no  less  successful  here.  The  scholars 

seemed  to  appreciate  their  advantages,  and  pursued  their 

Primary  Department. 

Miss  Anna  F.  Blanchard, 
S.  Eldora  Esterbrook 

WEST  DISTRICT.  —  Upper  Department. 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Brown, 

"   LiBBiE  A.  McCutchins, 
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studies  with  much  zeal.  At  the  close  of  the  examination  the 

scholars  presented  the  teacher  with  a  splendid  book.  In  the 

evening  this  school,  together  with  the  other  departments,  had 
a  very  successful  exhibition. 

Intermediate  Department. 

Miss  Julia  Ann  Putnam,  )  ̂   , 

Ellen  C.  Browne,  $  ̂̂
^^^^^rs. 

The  progress  of  this  school  during  the  year  has  been  en- 
couraging. Miss  Putnam  had  the  management  of  it  during 

the  summer  and  fall  terms.  The  scholars  gave  their  atten- 
tion at  their  recitations,  which  were  conducted  in  a  faithful 

and  profitable  manner,  and  the  school  prospered  under  her 
instructions. 

She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Browne,  who  carried  on  the 

school  during  the  winter  term  with  equal  success.  There 

was  a  liveliness  and  interest  in  this  school  which  it  always 

gives  your  Committee  pleasure  to  witness.  The  scholars 

excelled,  considering  their  age,  in  Mental  Arithmetic  and 
Grammar. 

Primary  Department. 

Mrs.  Fannie  A.  Stevens,  ̂  
Miss  Addie  T.  Willard,  >  Teachers. 

Mary  S.  Balou,  ) 

Your  Committee  consider  the  primary  schools  of  no  less 

importance  than  the  higher  ones.  They  watch  over  them 

with  equal  solicitude.  In  science,  as  well  as  in  what  per- 
tains to  character,  children  need  the  best  of  training.  If 

they  are  not  started  right  and  do  not  get  attached  to  their 

books  while  young,  their  success  is  doubtful. 

We  think  this  school  has  made  commendable  progress 

during  the  year.  Mrs.  Stevens  taught  it  during  the  summer. 
She  was  very  industrious  and  the  school  improved  under  her 
care. 

Miss  Willard  had  charge  the  ensuing  term.  She  is  well 

qualified  to  instruct  children,  presenting  to  their  minds  such 
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knowledge  as  they  are  qualified  to  understand.  The  hours 

of  study  were  enlivened  by  useful  and  interesting  exercises. 

At  the  examination  the  school  showed  good  improvement, 

especially  in  Reading  and  Arithmetic. 

Miss  Balou  conducted  the  school  during  the  winter.  We 

were  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  she  carried  it  on. 

The  scholars  were  well  drilled  in  what  they  went  over, 

thereby  laying  a  good  foundation  for  the  future.  The  classes 

appeared  very  well  at  examination,  and  the  pieces  recited 

were  well  adapted  to  their  years. 

SOUTH  DISTRICT. —Upper  Department, 

Miss  Helenette  Colby,    )  y^^^/^^^,^, 
Clara  H.  Hapgood,  5 

This  school,  during  the  summer  and  fall  terms,  was  under 

the  care  of  Miss  Colby,  She  had  before  taught  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  had  the  confidence  of  both  parents  and  scholars. 

She  maintained  a  good  degree  of  discipline  with  little  exer- 
tion, and  taught  the  school  with  success.  At  the  close  of 

the  school  the  scholars  manifested  their  good  will  by  making 
her  a  valuable  present. 

She  commenced  the  winter  term,  but,  being  taken  sick, 

her  place  was  supplied  by  Miss  Hapgood,  a  fine  scholar  and 

experienced  teacher.  At  the  examination  the  drawing  of 

maps,  repeating  of  rules  and  illustration  of  principles,  made 
it  evident  to  the  Cppimittee  that  the  school  had  flourished 

under  her  management. 

Interiviediate  Department. 

Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner,  preacher. 

This  has  been  a  profitable  school  the  past  yeai".  It  is  v^iy 
well  classified.  This,  doubtless,  arises  from  having  tliesame 

teacher  so  man^^  successi\'e  terms.  Securing  Miss  Faulkner 
as  teacher,  insures  success.  Her  instruction  is  practical, 

which  is  the  kind  we  want  in  these  days,  for  we  live  in 
practical  times. 
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At  her  examination  the  scholars  would  uniformly  bear 

questioning  in  those  rules  which  they  had  been  over.  They 
also  spoke  with  much  distinctness.  Their  recitations  were 

judiciously  selected,  and  their  gymnastics  performed  in  an 
amusing:  and  skilful  manner. 

Pkimary  Department. 

Teachers. 
Miss  S.  M.  Dwight 

"   J.  S.  Conant, 

Miss  Dwight  taught  this  school  during  the  summer  and 
fall  in  a  lively  and  efficient  manner.  Her  discipline  was 

good,  and  when  her  classes  came  out  to  recite,  they  gave 

their  attention  to  her  instructions  as  though  they  thought  them 
of  importance.  The  teacher  who  has  the  talent  to  get  the 

attention  of  her  pupils  is  pretty  sure  to  be  successful.  The 

examination  was  very  satisfactory,  showing  that  the  scholars 

had  been  minutely  taught  in  the  elementary  principles,  some 

pleasant  exercises  introduced,  and  instruction  given  with 

vigor  and  accuracy. 

Miss  Conant  tauf^ht  durino:  the  winter.  It  was  her  first 

attempt,  but  after  she  got  started  she  carried  on  the  school 

successfully.  She  seems  to  possess  the  qualities  of  a  good 

teacher.  The  classes  appeared  very  well  at  examination, 

especially  in  Reading,  which  is  a  very  important  branch  in 

this  department. 

SOUTH  EAST  DISTRICT. 

Miss  Nellie  J.  Fletcher,  Teacher. 

This  and  the  Intermediate  Department  in  the  South  Dis- 

trict are  the  only  ones  that  have  gone  through  the  year  with- 

out a  change  of  teachers.  We  w^ish  there  might  be  fewer 
changes  in  the  future.  The  teacher  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  character  and  attainments  of  her  pupils  has  a  very  good 

start.  Miss  Fletcher  has  taught  quite  a  number  of  terms 

here  with  satisfaction  to  the  district.  During  the  summer 
and  fall  terms  there  was  an  unusual  number  of  scholars 
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neither  absent  nor  tardy.  Of  the  classes  at  the  examination, 
we  noticed  one  in  Mental  Arithmetic  and  the  classes  in 

Geography  as  being  very  good.  Writing  here  received  a 

good  degree  of  attention.  The  closing  exercise  was  miusu- 
ally  appropriate. 

NORTH  DISTRICT. 

Miss  L.  A.  McCutchins,      >  Teadiers 

Amelia  D.  Comstock,  
)  ̂̂ ^^cie/s. 

Miss  McCutchins  taught  this  school  last  year  with  satisfac- 
tion to  all.  She  continued  to  conduct  it  with  much  profit. 

The  scholars  seemed  to  appreciate  their  advantages,  and 

assiduously  pursued  their  studies.  The  result  was  a  good 
school  and  an  excellent  examination. 

Miss  Comstock  took  her  place  in  the  winter.  The  scholars 

continued  to  study  with  zeal,  so  that,  at  the  close  of  the 

term,  we  could  readily  conclude  that  good  advancement  had 

been  made,  especially  in  Intellectual  and  Written  Arithmetic. 

EAST  DISTRICT. 

Miss  Amelia  D.  Comstock,  \  rp  7 
"   Fannie  E.  Brighaivi,  5 

What  we  have  before  said  of  Miss  Comstock's  success  in 
this  school,  as  well  as  in  the  North  District,  may,  with  equal 

propriety,  be  said  of  her  efforts  here  the  present  year.  She 

taught  the  summer  and  fall  terms,  and  the  school  made 

progress  under  her  care. 

Miss  Briojham  took  charo^e  the  winter  term.  It  was  her 

first  attempt  at  teaching,  and  therefore  quite  an  undertaking 

for  her,  but  we  think  she  managed  the  school  better  than 

most  young  teachers  would  have  done.  Whenever  we  vis- 
ited the  school  we  found  her  conducting  the  recitations  in  a 

satisfactory  manner,  calling  the  attention  of  the  pupils  to 

those  particulars  which  the  subjects  naturally  suggested. 

We  were  a  good  deal  interested  in  the  examination,  especially 
in  the  classes  in  Intellectual  Arithmetic,  and  in  the  other 

mental  exercises.  At  the  close  a  beautiful  book  was  present- 
ed the  teacher  in  a  handsome  manner. 
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SCHOOL  CHILDKEN  AND  APPKOPRIATION. 

The  number  of  children  in  town  between  the  nges  of  five 
and  fifteen,  as  ascertained  on  the  first  day  of  May  last  by  the 
Assessors,  was  386. 

Appropriation  for  support  of  schools,  1865-66,  $2,000  00 
Share  of  State  School  Fund,  92  99 

Received  for  scholars  attending  our  schools  from 
other  towns,  30  00 

Sum  total,  $2,122  99 

Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar  between 

the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  inclusive,  $5,18. 

Respectfully,  in  behalf  of  the  School  Committee. 

Wm.  W.  Davis,  Chairman. 

Centre  District,  Wm.  W.  Davis, 
West  O.  W.  Mead, 

South      *'       J.  E.  Harris, 
South  East       John  Fletcher, 

East  J.  ESTERBROOK, 

North  Isaac  Flagg, 

School  Committee, 



FINANCIAL. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  S381  09 
Balance  from  last  year,  20  24 

Amount  of  teachers*  wages  y  $367  25 
Paid  for  fuel,  17  89 
Incidentals,  8  67 
Balance  to  new  account,  7  52 

$401  33 

$401  33 
March  17,  1866.  Wm.  W.  Davis,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $531  08 
Deficiency  of  last  year,  ^1  80 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $483  50 
Paid  for  fuel,  39  00 
Incidentals,  14  65 

$529  28 

$537  15 

Deficiency  this  year,  $7  87 

March  17,  1866.  0.  W.  Mead,  Committee. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $531  08 
Deficiency  last  year,  3  11 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $466  35 
Paid  for  fuel,  47  75 
Incidentals,  13  87 

5527  97 

$527  97 
March  17,1866.  J.E.  Harris,  Committee. 
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SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

AppTOpriation,  $226  58 

Balance  from  last  3'ear,  2  00 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $174  50 
Paid  for  fuel,  15  00 
Incidentals,  7  15 
Balance  to  new  account,  31  93 

$228  58 

$228  58 
Marcji  17,  1866,  Johh  Fletcher,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation.,  $226  58 
Balance  from  last  year,  29  94 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $200  00 
Wood  and  incidentals,  32  68 
Balance  to  new  account,  23  84 

$256  52 

$256  52 
March  17,  1866,  Joseph  Esterbrook,  Committee. 

IsTORTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $226  58 
Balance  from  last  year,  3  27 

  $229  85 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $205  00 
Paid  for  fuel,  16  00 
Incidentals,  3  82 
Balance  to  new  account,  5  03 

^   $229  85 

March  17,  1866. Isaac  Flagg,  Committee. 
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ANNUAL  KEPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FROM 

FEBRUARY  26,  1866,  TO  FEBRUARY  26,  1867, 

'  INCLUDING  THE 

MARRIAGES,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  IN  1866. 

ALSO,  THE 

Keport  of  the  School-Committee. 

CONCORD : 

FEINTED  BY  BENJAMIN  TOLMAN. 

1867. 





SELECTxMEN'S  REPORT. 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  received,  Sl6,266  76 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Paid. 
O.  W.  Mead,  for  West  School,  $611  00 
J.  E.  Harris,  for  South  do.,  611  00 
W.  W.  Davis,  for  Centre  do.,  427  70 
John  Fletcher,  2nd,  for  South  East  do.,  244  40 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  for  North  do.,  244  40 
Calvin  Harris,  for  East  do.,  244  40 

  $2,382  90 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  for  South  Singing  School,  150  00 

$2,532  90 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 
Paid. 
J.  E.  Harris,  for  repairs  on  South  Sch.  House,  $71  23 
Calvin  Harris,  do.  do.  East  do.,  6  25 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  do,  do.  North  do.,  3  36 
Wm.  W.  Davis,  do.  do.  Centre  do.,  9  05 
John  Fletcher,  2nd,  do.  do.  South  East  do.,         4  35 

BOOKS  AND  PRINTING. 
Paid. 

For  printing  Selectmen's  report,  $12  50 
"       "       pamphlet  reports,  94  35 
"       "       town  warrants,  8  50 
"    Collector's  book,  1  12 
"    tax  books,  87 
"    record  books,  50 
"    books  and  maps,  for  schools,  26  98 

$94  24 

$144  82 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Paid. 

John  Chaffin,  for  breaking  roads  625  hours,     $104  17 
J.  W.  Livermore,  do.  do.  94  hours,  15  67 
John  F.  Blood,  do.  do.  66  1-2  do.,  11  08 
Luther  R.  Forbush,  do.  do.  127  do.,  21  17 
James  W.  Wheeler,  do.  do.  340  3-4  do.,  56  79 
E.  F.  Fuller,  do.  do.  191  do.,  31  83 
A.  H.  Jones,  do.  do.  265  do.,  44  17 
Silas  Conant,  Jr.,  do.  do.  222  do.,  37  00 
Simon  Hosmer,  do.  do.  154  do.,  25  68 
Samuel  Hosmer,  do.  do.  72  1-4  do.,  12  04 
Orlando  Leland,  do.  do.  315  do.,  52  50 
Thomas  P.  Sawyer,  do.  do.  229  do.,  38  16 
Daniel  Tuttle,  do.  do.,  27  60 
Elias  Haynes,  do.  do.  142  do.,  23  66 
Moses  Taylor,  do.  do.,  14  71 
Calvin  Harris,  do.  do.  96  do.,  16  00 

Jonas  K.  Putney,  for  lumber  and  labor  on 

bridge  near  Cash's  Mills,  $3  26 
Francis  Kinsley,  for  building  sluice  on  the 

road  near  the  house  of  Jas.  W.  Wheeler,  50  00 
Do.,  for  repairing  sluice  in  West  Acton,  2  00 
John  Harris,  for  repairing  bridge  on  Lowell 
road,  4  60 

Do.,  for  one  guide  post,  6  00 
J.  R.  Bassett,  for  land  damage  in  building 
road,  50  00 

Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  railing  two  bridges  near 
William  Schouler's,  28  12 

Do.,  for  repairs  on  Powder  Mill  Bridge,  9  92 
John  Fletcher,  2d,  do.  do.,  7  00 
Samuel  Hosmer,  for  repairing  road  near  the 

house  of  Aaron  Chaffin,  3  75 
Daniel  Tuttle,  for  work  on  highway,  1  78 

$532  23 

$166  43 

$698  66 

DISCOUNT  AND  ABATEMENT  ON  TAXES. 
Paid. 

John  E.  Cutter,  abatement  on  taxes,  $30  63 
Francis  Dwight,  discount  on  taxes,  407  00 

  $437  ea 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  SOLDIERS  AND  FAMILIES. 
State  Aid. 

Paid. 
Hiram  W.  Wetherbee, 
Rebecca  C.  Wright, 
Hattie  W.  Wilder, 
Rebecca  Bigelow, 
Daniel  L.  Veazey, 
William  F.  B.  Whitney, 
Alson  R.  Sumner, 
Luke  Smith, 
John  S.  Hoar, 
Maria  Kinsley, 
Eliza  Conant, 
Johanna  Colman, 
Paul  Hay  ward, 
Gilbert  G-.  Stevens, 
Patrick  Moore, 
Dennis  Shehan, 
William  Reed, 
Mary  Hurley, 
Julia  F.  Nelson, 

For  fall  encampment, 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 
Paid, 

James  Keyes,  for  support  of  Lydia  Rob- 
bins, 

For  support  of  Mary  A.  Law, 
"  George  W.  Robbins,  at  reform  school, 
"  support  of  Sarah  B.  Childs, 
"  "       Mrs.  N.  F.   Haynes  and family, 

"  support  of  William  F.  B.  Whitney  and 
famil}^, 

"  assistance  rendered  Mrs.  Hiram  Hunt, 
G.  A.  Cady,  for  entertaining  travellers, 
Winthrop  F.  Conant,  for  assisting  foreign 

pauper, 
James  E.  Billings,  journey  to  Stow  after 

George  Berry, 
Do.,  journey  to  Maiden  respecting  Mrs.  N. 

F.  Ha^mes  and  family. 
Do.,  journey  to  Boston  respecting  W.  F.  B. 

Whitney  and  family. 

$140  00 112  00 
112  00 
112  00 
84  00 

109  00 
84  00 
84  00 
84  00 
56  00 
56  00 
52  00 
51  00 
50  40 
48  00 
48  00 
42  00 
18  00 
10  00 

$1,352-40 
387  00 

$1,739  40 

$98  33 4  00 
26  00 
17  25 

36  53 

71  75 
12  00 
9  75 

2  00 

1  50 

3  75 

3  00 

$285  86 
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NOTES  AND  INTEREST. 
Paid. 
Ebeiiezer  Conant,  note  and  interest, 
Augustus  Conant,  interest, 
David  M.  Handley,  do., 
Frederic  jRouillard,  do., 
Silas  P.  Blodgett,  do., 
James  E.  Billings,  do., 
Daniel  Harris,  do., 
Joel  Hansconi,  do., 
James  Keyes,  do., 
John  R.  Whitcomb,  do., 
James  A.  Billings,  do., 
Isaac  T.  Fiagg,  do., 

$1,868 

25 

240 
00 

102 00 90 
00 

68 61 
66 00 

"  48 

32 
40 80 
30 

80 30 00 

12 00 
6 00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid. 
Wm.  W.  Davis,  for  examining  teachers, 

superintending  schools,  and  making 
report,  $75  00 

John  E.  Cutter,  for  collecting  taxes  for  1865,  125  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  taking  inventory  and 

making  taxes,  30  00 
Do.,  for  copjdng  taxes,  writing  bond,  and 
warrant,  5  00 

Do.,  for  services  as  Town  Clerk,  25  00 

Do.,  for  recording  40  births,  12 "  00 
Do.,   "       "       23  deaths,  4  30 
Do.,   "       "       16  marriages,  2  40 
Samuel  Hosmer,  for  taking  inventory  and 

making  taxes,  25  00 
Luther  R.  Forbush,  for  taking  inventory 

and  making  taxes  for  1865,  24  50 
Do.,  for  taking  inventory  and  making  taxes 

for  1866,  25  00 
James  E.  Billings,  for  services  as  Selectman,  38  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  "  "  13  30 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,     "  "  25  00 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 
Paid. 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  journey  to  Sudbury 

to  make  out  certificate  of  election  of 
representative,  $2  00 

Daniel  H.  Wetherbee,  for  services  on  the 
town  farm,  112  70 

$429 
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Dan'l  H.  Wetherbee,  for  journey  to  Tewksbury,    L  20 
For  one  pair  oxen  for  town  farm,  215  00 
Hastings  &  Cutler,  for  rent  of  school  room,  50  00 

Cj'rus  Fletcher,  for  retnrning  24  deaths  to 
Town  Clerk,  2  40 

Do.,  for  attending  22  funerals  with  the 
hearse,  44  00 

Do.,  for  repairing  old  hearse,  6  40 
J.  E.  Cutter,  for  getting  dogs  licensed,  10  00 
Do.,  coal  for  town  hall,  18  56 
Do.,  summoning  14  persons  to  take  oath  of 
office,  1  75 

For  new  hearse,  462  00 
Hiram  J.  Hapgood,  for  tolling  bell  for  3 
deaths,  60 

George  W.  Sawyer,  for  tolling  bell  for  16 
deaths,  3  20 

James  Tuttle,  for  rent  of  school  room  two 
years,  100  00 

George  H.  Harris,  for  opening  town  hall  34 
times,  33  25 

Do.,  for  16  gallons  oil,  12  95 
Do.,  for  cleaning  town  hall,  1  67 
Do.,  broom  for  town  hall,  40 
Do.,  floor  brush  for  town  hall,  1  25 
Do.,  repairing  town  clocks,  1  50 
Do.,  6  chimnies  for  town  hall,  75 
Do.,  taking  care  of  town  clocks,  25  00 

J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  for  1  1-2  days'  time 
to  Hudson  and  Worcester,  to  contract 
for  hearse,                .  3  00 

Do.,  expenses  to  Hudson  and  Worcester,  3  60 
Do.,  for  4  1-2  yards  cloth,  to  repair  old 
hearse,  7  48 

Do.,  sponge,  pail  and  feather  duster,  for 
hearse,  3  92 

Do.,  express,  postage  and  stationery,  8  52 
James  E.  Billings,  for  journey  to  Boston 

respecting  State  Aid,  3  00 
$1,136  10 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 
Paid. 

Ivory  Keyes,  for  two  stone  posts,  $4  00 
Charles  Hastings,  for  expenses  on  West 
Cemetery,  54  55 

Martin  Pike,  for  mow^ing  brush  in  East 
Cemetery,  "  11  00 
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John  Harris,  for  mowing  brush  in  North 
Cemetery, 7 00 

Samuel  Hosmer,  for  five  days  labor  in  East 
Cemetery, 9 00 

Do.,  for  stakes. 
33 

Luke  Smith,  for  labor. 1 00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  labor, 9 

00 Do.,  for  trees, 1 00 
Do.,  for  joist. 1 45 
D.  H.  Wetherbee,  for  labor. 

15 00 John  Cohollen,  for  labor, 3 00 

$116  33 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY,  FEB.  26,  1867. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Feb.  26th,  1866, 
$4,739 

02 
State  Tax  for  1866, 

2,760 

00 
County  Tax  for  1866, 

731 
51 

Town  Grant  for  1866, 
2,500 

00 
Town  Grant  for  Schools, 

2,225 

00 

Highway  Deficiencies, 59 

79 
Overlay  on  Taxes, 

50 
75 

Corporation  Tax, 339 07 
State  Aid  to  Jan.  1st,  1866, 

1,233 

36 
State  School  Fund, 132 

90 

From  County  Commissioners,  for  grading 
hill  near  the  house  of  Geo.  C.  Wright, 149 36 

Armory  rent  for  1865, 125 00 
Do.  for  1866, 150 00 
From  Town  of  Quincy,  for  aid  furnished 

Mrs.  Hiram  Hunt, 
12 

00 
For  burial  of  Winifred  A.  Hews, 
School  money  from  Town  of  Sudbury, 

5 00 
5 00 

Fall  encampment, 
387 

00 Cash  of  James  Tuttle, 
600 00 

Use  of  town  hall, 
62 

00 

$16,266  76 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  Support  of  Schools,  $2,532  90 
Repairs  on  School  Houses,  94  24 
Books  and  Printing,  144  82 
Roads  and  Bridges,  698  66 
Discount  and  Abatement  on  Taxes,  437  63 
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For  State  Aid  and  Soldiers'  Pay,  1,739  40 
Support  of  Poor,  285  86 
Notes  and  Interest,  2,602  78 
Town  Officers,  429  50 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  .                    1,136  10 
Cemetery  Expenses,  116  33 
State  Tax,  2,760  00 
County  Tax,  731  51 

$13,709  73 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1867,  |2,557  03 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN  FEB.  23,  1867, 
Dr. 

To  Balance  due  as  per  Report,  Feb.  26, 
1867,  $2,557  03 

Amount  due  from  State  for  Aid  furnished 
Soldiers  and  their  Families,  1,424  40 

;,981  43 

AMOUNT  DUE  ON  NOTES. 
Cr. 

Ebenezer  Conant, 
$2,058 

00 

Joel  Hanscom, 700 40 

Augustine  Conant, 
David  M.  Handley, 4,116 

00 

1,745 

90 

John  R.  Whitcomb, 506 
50 

James  A.  Billings, 202 60 
Calvin  Harris, 214 

60 

James  Keyes, 627 60 
Isaac  T.  Flagg, 105 

50 

Daniel  Harris, 840 86 
Silas  P.  Blodgett, 

1,117 

47 

James  E.  Billings, 
1,120 

10 

Frederic  Rouillard,  ' 1,771 

34 

$15,126  m 

Balance  against  the  Town  Feb.  26,  1867, 
without  including  the  Balance  due  as 

per  Overseers'  Report  for  1867,  $11,145  44 
JAMES  E.  BILLINGS, 
JONAS  K.  PUTNEY,  V  Selectmen  of  Acton. 
J.  K.  W.  WETHERBEE, J 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1867. 
2 



REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES, 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE,  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1867, 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND  APRIL  1st,  1867. 

4  1-2  tons  hay,  $135.00  ;  11  cows,  660.00, 
1  horse,  100.00  ;  2  shotes,  25.00  ;  11  fowls,  6.82, 
450  lbs.  pork,  67.50  ;  110  lbs.  beef,  14.30, 
118  1-2  lbs.  ham,  27.77 ;  65  bush,  potatoes,  35.75, 
80  lbs.  lard,  12.00  ;  12  lbs.  butter,  4.56, 
1  bush,  beans,  4.00  ;  2  1-2  do.  rye,  3.12, 
13  lbs.  candles,  1.95  ;  9  do.  dried  apple,  1.62, 
5  lbs.  cheese,  .60  ;  2  do.  tea,  2.00  ;  12  do.  tallow,  1,2a, 
25  lbs.  soap  grease,  1.50  ,  1-3  bbl.  soap,  1.67, 
1  bbl.  pickles,  2.00  ;  15  bush,  ashes,  2.50, 
10  M  skewers,  6.00  ;  skewer  timber,  4.00, 

$1,120  86 

$795  00 131  82 
81  80 
63  52 
16  56 
7  12 
3  57 
3  80 
3  17 
4  50 

10  00 

RECEIPTS. 

For  milk,  $759.89  ;  oxen,  210.00,  $969  89 
apples,  96;00  ;  calves,  78.03,  174  03 
cow,  70.00  ;  potatoes,  73.00,  143  00 

•    beef,  24.14  ;  cart  and  harness,  32.00,.  56  14 
shote,  10.00  ;  skewers,  23.96  ;  pork,  3^,98,  37  94 
poultry,  7.01  ;  eggs,  2.45  ;  squashes,  2.57,  12  03- 
hide,  4.57  ;  drag  plank,  2.50,  7  07 
keeping  pedlers,  3.25  ;  use  of  oxen,  IJJo^  5  00 

$1,405  10 Cash  from  Town  Treasury,  215  00 

$1,620  10 
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EXPENDITURES. 

oxen,  $216.00;  cows,  304.00;  shotes,  13.00,  $533  00 
meal,  108.93  ;  oil-meal,  5G.90  ;  beef,  76.22,  242  05 
flour,  60.00;  butter,  72.77;  clothing,  39.03,  171  80 
molasses,  36.32;  cheese,  25.92;  hay,  33.65,  95  89 
sugar,  14.35  ;  tools,  13.01  ;  labor,  18.75,  46  11 

blacksmith's  bill,  14.48  ;  shoes  and  boots,  8.35,  22  83 
coftee,  9.82;  grass  seed,  13.74;  tea,  5.90,  29  46 
beans,  8.50  ;  medicine,  2.25  ;  spices,  4.68,  15  43 
fish,  6.48  ;  plaster  Paris,  6.20  ;  barrels,  4.15,  16  83 
bread,  3.25  ;  salt,  5.33  ;  vinegar,  4.05,  12  63 
oil,  3.30  ;  lard,  2.50  ;  tallow,  3.85  ;  potash,  2.42,  12  07 
tripe,  2.50  ;  earthen  ware,  2.50  ;  brooms,  2.25,  7  25 
newspaper,  2.70;  skewer  timber,  8.00;  onions,  1.45,     12  15 
tobacco,  3.40;  cream  tartar,  1.50;  raisins,  1.98,  6  88 
oats,  1.15  ;  tinware,  1.00  ;  soap,  1.30  ;  nails,  1.07  ;  ink,  .18,  4  70 
dried  apple,  1.25  ;  matches,  1.20  ;  repairing  harness,  1.70,  4  15 
cash  to  paupers,  1.85  ;  milk,  .25  ;  calf,  2.00  ;  castings,  .78,  4  88 
saltpetre,  .25  ;  peas,  .60  ;  tar,  .20  ;  ox  labor,  2.25,  3  30 
wooden  ware,  1.20  ;  yeast,  .64  ;  wicking,  .46  ;  starch,  23,    2  53 

doctor's  bill,  2.50  ;  rosin,  .20  ;  soda,  .34 ;  whiting,  .08,  3  12 
rope,  .60  ;  savang  lumber,  .70  ;  use  of  bull,  4.75,  6  05 
expenses  to  Boston,  13.60  ;  do.  to  Brighton,  2.00,         15-  60 
services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Wetherbee,  300  00 

James  E.  Billings'  services,  6  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney's      "  6  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee's  "  6  00 

Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1866,  $990  09 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

$1,586  71 

$1,229  49 

$2,816  20 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  receipts,  $1,620  10 
Amount  of  expenditures,  1,586  71 

Cash  on  hand,  $33  39 

Total  amount  of  expenditures,  -                     $1,586  71 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1866,  990  09 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

$2,816  20 
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Total  amount  of  receipts, 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1,  1867, 

$1,405  10 
1,120  86 

$2,525  96 

Expense  of  victualling  foreigners, 
$290  24 

■  17  60 

Total  amount  of  supporting  poor  at  Almshouse, 
$272  64 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  foreigners)  supported 
in  the  Almshouse,  6  ;  average  number,  4  ;  present  number,  3  ;  cost 
per  week  $1.31. 

Acton,  April  1,  1867. 

Acton,  March  20,  1867. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  reports  and 
find  that  the  same  appear  to  be  correct. 

Wm.  D,  Tuttle,  Auditor, 

\ 

i 



TOWN -CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  ACTON,  IN  1866. 

Ko.   Date  of  Birth.  Name  of  Child  and  Parents'  Names. 
1.  Jan.  1,  Nelson  A.  Mead,  son  of  O.  W.  and  Mary  E.  Mead. 
2.  Jan.  8,  Frank  Harlan  Tuttle,  son  of  Wm.  D.  and  Elizabeth  B. 

Tuttle. 

3.  Feb.  4,  David  Thomas  Kinsley,  son  of  Richard  and  Eliza 
Kinsley. 

4.  Feb.  13,  Mary  Alice  Knights,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Francis  A.  Knights. 

5.  Feb.  18,  Charles  Barry  Parker,  son  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah 
H.  Parker. 

6.  Feb.  24,  Julia  McCarthy,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
McCarthy. 

7.  Feb.  25,  Eugene  Clifford  Stevens,  son  of  Frank  and  Frances 
Stevens. 

8.  Feb.  28,  Lyman  Davis  Robbins,  son  of  Simon  and  Nancy. D, 
Robbins. 

9.  March  5,  George  Edgar  Robbins,  son  of  John  M.  and  Lydia 
Ann  Robbins. 

10.  March  14,  Elliot  Prouty  Livermore,  son  of  Hiram  B.  and  Laura 
E.  Livermore. 

11.  March  21,  Joseph  William  Livermore,  son  of  George  W.  and 
Carrie  A.  Livermore. 

12.  March  25,  Walter  J.  Curtis,  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Martha  C. 
Curtis. 

13.  April  19,  Oscar  Pratt,  son  of  Henry  and  Aria  T.  Pratt. 
14.  April  19,  Willie  A.  Sumner,  son  of  Alson  R.  and  Carrie  A. 

Sumner. 
15.  May  12,  Harry  Edson  Hosmer,  son  of  John  E.  and  Emma  E, 

Hosmer. 

16.  May  13,  Stevens  Hayward,  son  of  Joel  F.  and  Sarah  E.  Hay- 
ward. 

17.  June  5,  Theodosia  Bertha  Wright,  daughter  of  George  C.  and 
Susan  H.  Wright. 

18.  June  11,  Adelbert  Francis  Mead,  son  of  Varnum  B.  and  D. 
Elizabeth  Mead. 

19.  June  20,  Almon  H.  Gilmore,  son  of  Walter  A,  and  Emma  A. 
Gilmore. 

20.  June  25,  Hattie  Adell  Davis,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary 
J.  Davis. 

21.  July  25,  Honora  Callanan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ellen  Cal- 
lanan. 
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22.  July  25,  Julia  Lane,  daughter  of  Morris  and  Mary  Lane. 
23.  July  31,  John  Sidney  White,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  A.  White. 
24.  Aug.  10,  Julietta  Wilkins,  daughter  of  William  and  Henrietta 

Wilkins. 

25.  Aug.  24,  Florence  Elizabeth  Faulkner,  daughter  of  William 
H.  and  Caroline  A.  Faulkner. 

26.  Aug.  25,  Frank  Arthur  Teel,  son  of  William  H.  and  Mary  E. 
Teel. 

27.  Aug.  31,  Erminie  Louisa  Davis,  daughter  of  Alvin  A.  and 
Mary  Davis. 

28.  Sept.  1,  Millard  Johnson  Handley,  son  of  Reuben  and  Caro- 
line M.  Handley. 

29.  Sept.  18,  William  Dawson,  son  of  James  and  Margaret 
Dawson. 

30.  Oct.  11,  Abbie  Francis  Coughlin,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet Coughlin. 

31.  Oct.  19,  Mary  Raddin,  daughter  of  Patrick   and  Hannah 
Raddin. 

32.  Oct.  31,  Catherine  Hayes,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary 
Hayes. 

33.  Nov.  1,  Alice  Pauline  Hay  ward,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Alice 
L.  Hay  ward. 

34.  Nov.  15,  ,  daughter  of  Daniel  L.  and  Sally  Veasie. 
35.  Nov.  16,  William  Dwight  Davis,  sou  of  William  B.  and  S. 

Maria  Davis. 
36.  Nov.  18,  Lizzie  L.  Boynton,  daughter  of  Frank  M.  and  Diantha 

H.  Boynton. 
37.  Dec.  2,  Ada  Violetta  Gardner,  daughter  of  George  and 

Violetta  F.  Gardner. 

38.  Dec.  19,  Hattie  Evelyn  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Sanford  and 
Susan  E.  Wheeler. 

[Omitted  last  year  inadvertently.] 
1865. 
Aug.  24,  Mabel  Richardson,  daughter  of  Edward  F.  and  Frances 

H.  Richardson. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  1866. 

No.   Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  the  Parties. 
1.  Feb.  2,  Mr.  Edward  B.  Richards,  of  Chelmsford,  and  Mrs. 

Lydia  A.  Fa;rmer,  of  Pepperell. 
2.  Feb.  26,  Mr.  Josiah  W.  Bride  and  Miss  Esther  J.  Willard, 

both  of  Acton. 

3.  March  6,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Fletcher  and  Miss  Angle  H.  Tarbell, 
both  of  Acton. 
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4.  March  6,  Mr.  Orin  Bartlett  and  Miss  Frances  Ann  Wheeler, 
both  of  Lowell. 

0.  March  20,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Parker,  of  Freetown,  N.  Y.,  and 
Miss  Emma  Wheeler,  of  Acton. 

6.  May  29,  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Wherren,  of  Elliot,  Me.,  and  Miss 
Hepsa  A.  Fletcher,  of  Acton. 

7.  May  31,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Harrington,  of  V/isconsin,  and  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Faulkner,  of  Acton. 

8.  July  3,  Mr.  Edward  L*.  F.  Randolph,  of  Springfield,  and  Miss Hattie  A.  Harris,  of  Acton. 
9.  July  25,  Mr.  Joseph  Day,  of  South  Dedham,  and  Mrs.  Jane 

E.  Brown,  of  Boxboro'. 
10.  August  12,  Mr.  Patrick  Callanan,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Annie 

Griffin,  of  Boxboro'. 
11.  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Bassett  and  Miss  Clara  Wetherbee, 

both  of  Acton. 

12.  Sept.  23,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Sawyer,  of  Mason  Village,  N.  H., 
and  Miss  Sarah  E.  Lawrence,  of  Stow. 

13.  Nov.  6,  Mr.  Abel  Farrar,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Delina  Borden,  both 
of  Acton. 

14.  Nov.  6,  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Farrar  and  Miss  Susan  P.  Fletcher, 
both  of  Acton. 

15.  Nov.  29,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Phillips  and  Miss  Annie  M.  Mitchell, 
both  of  Acton. 

16.  Dec.  30,  Mr.  James  P.  Clare  and  Miss  Eldora  V.  Wyman, 
both  of  Acton. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON,  IN  1866. 

Iso.   Date  of  Death.  Names  of  Deceased. 

1.  Jan.  2,  Nelson  A.,  son  of  Oliver  W.  and  Mar}^  E.  Mead,  aged 
one  day. 

2.  Jan.  14,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Mead,  wife  of  O.  W.  Mead,  aged  33 
yrs.  7  mos.  6  days. 

3.  Jan.  15,  Mr.  Stephen  Weston,  aged  43  yrs.  6  mos. 
4.  Jan.  25,  Mrs.  Sophia  L.  Chaplin,  wife  of  William  Chaplin, 

aged  50  3'rs.  1  mo.  25  days. 
5.  Jan.  27,  Mr.  Artemas  Rowell,  aged  69  yrs.  1  mo.  13  days. 
6.  March  1,  Mrs.  Eliza  Powers,  aged  43  years. 
7.  March  1,  Patrick  Powers,  son  of  John  and  Eliza  Powers,  aged 

1  3'r.  6  mos. 
8.  March  9,  Jennie  Wetherbee,  daughter  of  Daniel  H.  and  Lucy 

Wetherbee,  aged  7  yrs.  1  mo.  21  days. 
9.  March  9,  Mr.  Ephraim  Ilosmer,  aged  78  yrs.  9  mos. 

10.  March  11,  Henrietta  J.  Harris,  wife  of  George  H.  Harris, 
aged  31  yrs.  5  mos.  12  days. 
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11.  March  13,  Mrs.  Lydia  F.  Robbins,  widow  of  Eben  Robbing, 

aged  76  years. 
12.  April  21,  Walter  J.,  son  of  Neliemiah  and  Martha  C.  Curtis, 

aged  1  month. 
13.  June  2,  Julia,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mar}^  McCarthy,  aged 

3  months. 
14.  June  18,  George  O.  Phillips,  son  of  Wm.  H.  and  Sarah  A. 

Phillips,  aged  15  yrs.  5  mos.  16  days. 
15.  July  6th,  Mr.  Luther  Conant,  aged  $0,yrs.  5  mos.  22  days. 
16.  Aug.  23,  Mrs.  Lavina  Knapp,  aged  74  3^ears. 
17.  Aug.  28,  Mrs.  Susan  B.  Hayward,  wife  of  Stevens  Hayward, 

Esq.,  aged  76  years. 
18.  Sept.  12,  Mrs.  Louisa  M.  Blanchard,  aged  74  years. 
19.  Sept.  24,  Mrs.  Sarah  Graham,  aged  94  years. 

20.  Nov.  3,  Frank  Harlan,  son  of  Wm.  *D.  and  Elizabeth  B. Tuttle,  aged  9  mos.  26  days. 
21.  Nov.  16,  Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Seamans,  aged  50  years. 
22.  Dec.  23,  Mr.  Fhineas  Taylor,  aged  77  yrs.  3  mos.  8  days. 

William  D.  Tuttle,  Town-Clerk, 
Acton,  March  20,  1867. 



REPORT  OF  CEMETERY-COMMITTEE. 

WEST  CEMETERY. 

Receipts. 
Cash  on  hand  Feb.  26,  1866,  $13  98 

"   received  for  seven  lots  sold,  7  00 
u         u     for  grading  two  lots,  3  00 
"         "     from  Town-Treasurer,  40  00 

Expenditures. 
Cash  paid  Ira  Stockwell,  for  labor,  $38  50 

"      "   for  moving  gravel,  6  88 
"   for  postage  and  stationery,  28 

Cash  in  Committee's  hands,  March  15,  1867,  18  32 

EAST  CEMETERY. 

Receipts. 
Cash  for  two  lots  sold,  $2  00 
Cash  from  Town-Treasurer,  69  33 

663  98 

S63  98 

$71  33 
Expenditures. 

Paid  for  mowing  brush  and  lotting  up  squares,  $25  00 
grading  grounds,  22  00 
joist,  1  45 

Paid  Luke  Smith,  for  work,  1  00 
for  trees  set  out,  1  00 
for  stakes,  33 
for  lettering  stakes  and  avenue  boards,  14  55 
for  two  stone-posts,  4  00   $69  33 

Casl;i  in  Committee's  hands,  March  20,  1867,  2  00 

$71  33 NORTH  CEMETERY. 

Expenditures. 
Cash  paid  for  mowing  brush,  $7  00 

Receipts* 

By  cash  from  Town-Treasurer,  $7  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  \  ̂  

Samuel  Hosmee,       i  Cemetery 

Chakles  Hastings,    i  ̂̂ <"»««e«- Acton,  March  20,  1867. 
3  , 



LIQUOR-AGENT'S  REPORT. 

AsiouNT  OF  Liquors  Sold  to  February  20,  1867. 

39  gallons  whiskej^ 
14     "  gin, 

113 rum, 
$128  70 

71  40 
317  98 

Stock  on  hand,  February  20,  1867, 

15  gallons  whiskey, 
1  "  gin, 
2  "  brandy, 

15     "  rum. 

Expenditures. 

54  gallons  whiskey, 
15     "  gin, 
2  brandy, 

128     "  rum. 
Agent's  salary. 
Government  license. 

Net  gain  to  the  town^ 

Acton,  Feb.  20,  1867. 

$49  50 5  10 
23  74 
42  64 

;154  22 
66  17 
20  56 

343  48 
25  (TO 
25  00 

$518  08 

$120  98 

$639  06 

$634  43 

$4  63 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  Liquor- Agent. 
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REPORT. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton : 

The  School-Committee  respectfully  submit  their  Annual 
Report. 
We  believe  the  Town  does  not  intend  the  cause  of  Educa- 

tion should  languish.  During  the  last  two  years  it  has 

added  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  to  its  appropria- 
tion for  schools.  This  is  an  addition  of  about  one-third  the 

amount  formerly  raised  for  the  purpose,  and  enables  ns  to 

maintain  our  schools  about  twenty-eight  weeks  during  the 
year.  If  the  Town  did  not  increase  its  appropriation  for 

educational  purposes  as  its  wealth  and  resources  increased,  it 
woidd  not  be  true  to  its  own  interests.  Amidst  the  hurried 

activities  of  life  its  citizens  ought  not  to  forget  that  a  subject 
that  relates  to  the  future  character  and  prosperity  of  its 

youth,  should  occupy  no  ordinary  place  in  their  consideration. 

Very  likely  some  of  this  money  has  not  been  expended  to 

the  best  advantage,  but  w^e  believe  it  has  been  the  object  of 
each  member  of  the  Committee  to  make  the  best  possible  use 
of  it. 

We  think  that  each  succeeding  year  parents  evince  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  culture  of  their  children,  and  that  the 
Committee  endeavor  to  exercise  more  caution  in  the  selection 

of  teachers.  The  more  money  the  Town  raises,  the  more 

particular  the  Committee  ought  to  be  to  secure  teachers  who 

understand  the  most  approved  methods  of  imparting  iustruc- 
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tion,  and  of  performing  the  greatest  amount  of  labor  while 

the  schools  are  in  session.  Much  more  can  be  accomplished 

now  in  the  same  time  than  wiis  the  case  in  former  years,  and 

although  in  respect  to  some  thijigs  inventive  genius  may 

seemed  to  have  reached  its  utmost  limits  in  regard  to  public 

instruction,  there  is  doubtless  room  for  still  further  improve- 
ment. It  is  true,  as  a  general  thing,  that  a  town  like  this 

cannot  command  so  able  teachers  as  the  more  Avealthy  and 

populous  ones,  but  when  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  get  good 

teachers  Ave  should  ofter  them  all  the  encouragement  to 
remain  we  can  alibrd.  We  believe  our  schools  are  conducted 

to  some  extent,  at  least,  in  a  manner  to  promote  the  moral  as 

well  as  intellectual  culture  of  the  pupils.  The  moral  facul- 
ties of  children  need  cultivation,  in  order  to  promote  their 

growth,  as  well  as  the  intellectual.  Some  of  our  children 
receive  but  little  of  this  instruction  at  home,  which  makes  it 

the  more  necessary  that  they  should  receive  it  at  school. 
What  kind  of  a  citizen  does  a  man  make  who  has  no  fear  of 

God  before  his  eyes,  or  conscientious  regard  for  what  is 

right  ?  AVhatever  his  intellectual  attainments  may  be  he  is 

certainly  a  dangerous  member  of  society,  and  the  more  so 

for  his  education  for  culture  is  power.  A  parent  wishes  to 

contemplate  his  child  in  the  future,  not  merely  as  a  scholar, 

but  as  a  religious  being,  guided  by  philanthropic  and  chris- 
tian principles,  and  contributing  his  share  to  all  benevolent 

institutions  and  the  general  good  of  mankind. 

The  health  of  our  children  is  another  thing  to  be  cared  for 
in  our  schools.  The  teacher  should  see  that  as  even  a  tem- 

perature as  possible  is  kept  in  the  school-room.  It  is  dan- 
gerous to  have  it  range  at  blood  heat  at  one  time,  and  in  half 

an  hour  after  be  down  to  nearly  freezing  point.  The  smaller 

children  need  attention  at  noon  and  recess.  They  should  be 

required  to  put  their  hats  on  when  they  go  out,  and  not  be 
allowed  to  sit  in  a  current  of  air  when  they  come  in.  When 

the  eye  of  the  parent  cannot  be  on  their  little  ones,  the  eye 
of  the  teacher  should  be.  The  health  of  a  child  is  very 

precious.    Most  of  our  schools  are  now  taught  throughout 
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the  year  by  females,  and  it  is  generally  conceded  that  they 

succeed  as  well  in  the  instruction  and  management  of  the 
schools  as  males.  Still  we  believe  some  of  our  schools  at 

certain  times  demand  male  teachers,  —  those  who  can  admin- 

ister correction  forthwith  and  on  the  spot.  In  order  to  keep 

up  a  proper  degree  of  discipline  a  female  might  sometimes 

have  to  make  a  too  free  use  of  the  expelling  power.  There 

are  cases  Avhen  this  is  absolutely  necessary,  but  the  less  of  it 

a  teacher  can  get  along  with  the  better,  as  we  do  not  want  to 

make  vagrants  of  our  children.  None  but  very  able  female 

teachers  should  be  employed  to  take  charge  of  our  winter 
schools. 

There  have  been  two  cases  of  somewhat  general  insubor- 
dination in  school,  one  in  the  Centre  and  the  other  in  the 

South-East  District ;  but  we  will  pass  over  this  disagreeable 
subject  by  simply  remarking  that  the  fewer  cases  of  this  kind 

we  have  to  report  in  these  days  of  improved  humanity,  the 

more  agreeable  it  will  be  to  all  good  citizens  throughout  the 
town. 

We  don't  know  as  this  town  is  troubled  more  with  truancy 
than  many  others,  but  we  do  know  that  some  of  our  boys  are 

sometimes  seen  loitering  along  the  streets,  or  lonnging  about 

public  places,  when  they  ought  to  be  in  school.  Such 

scholars  are  a  disgrace  to  themselves  and  a  dishonor  to  their 

parents.  It  is  bad  enongh  to  lose  the  money  appropriated 

for  their  education,  but  this  is  of  small  account  compared 

with  the  degradation  to  which  they  are  tending.  There  are 
others  who  absent  themselves  at  examinations.  This  is  a 

sonrce  of  mortification  to  the  teacher,  and  makes  the  school 

appear  to  disadvantage.  The  teacher  is  not  to  be  blamed  for 

these  evils.  It  belong  to  parents  to  see  that  their  children 
do  not  play  truant  or  absent  themselves  at  examinations. 

The  Committee  have  endeavored  to  put  such  teachers  into 

om*  schools  as  had  a  very  good  knowledge  of  the  common 
English  branches,  and  more  or  less  acquaintance  with  some 

of  the  higher  ones ;  but  we  believe  no  observing  person  can 

go  the  round  of  our  examinations  without  becoming  con- 
4 
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vincecl  that  our  common  schools  cannot  be  expected  to  fully 
meet  the  educational  wants  of  the  town.  We  think  the  time 

has  come,  whether  the  town  realizes  the  fact  or  not,  when  a 

school  should  be  established  in  which  some  of  the  higher 

branches  of  education  should  bo  thoroughly  taught. 

Many  of  our  school-houses  have  been  cold  and  uncomfort- 
able for  many  years,  and  they  are  continually  growing  worse. 

The  subject  of  new  ones  must  therefore  soon  come  before  the 

town,  and  we  trust  the  citizens  will  be  prepared  to  meet  it 

with  their  accustomed  promptitude  and  liberality. 

Quackenboss'  Grammar  has  been  exchanged,  the  past  year, 

forKerl's.  The  former  was  quite  a  good  and  comprehensive 
system  of  Grammar,  but  it  was  not  popular  with  the 

teachers  or  a  favorite  book  with  the  scholars.  Kerl's  Gram- 
mar is  a  splendid  book-  It  takes  the  subject  up  in  an 

attractive  manner,  and  embraces  a  very  general  knowledge  of 

the  science.  Kerl's  Elements"  may  seem  rather  bard  for 
beginners,  but  with  judicious  teachers  we  believe  it  is  as 

near  what  is  required  as  can  be  obtained.  The  *'  Common 

School "  really  ought  not  to  be  taken  up  except  by  the  first 
class.  It  is  better  to  pursue  the  other  until  a  considerable 

knowledge  of  this  branch  of  study  is  acquired. 

In  consequence  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  18G6,  mak- 
ing a  somewhat  different  distribution  of  the  income  of  the 

State  School  Fund,  this  town  received  the  last  year  about 

forty  dollars  more  than  heretofore.  There  are  four  private 

schools  now  in  progress  in  town,  consisting  of  about  one 

hundred  and  ten  pupils. 

Hints  to  Teachers,  We  believe  our  schools  arc  generally 

conducted  pretty  well,  but  we  suppose  none  of  our  teachers 

claim  perfection  in  their  employment.  We  think,  with  the 

exception  of  some  of  the  older  scholars,  it  is  better  for 

classes  to  stand  when  they  recite.  This  is  a  more  lively 

attitude,  and  the  t?lass  presents  a  better  appearance.  We  arc 

frequently  troubled  at  examinations  with  scholars  reciting  in 
a  low  and  feeble  tone  of  voice.  This  is  not  on  account  of 

any  weakness  of  the  lungs,  for  these  same  children  may  be 
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heard  when  at  play  as  well  as  others.  It  is  a  serious  draw- 

back to  the  appearance  of  the  school,  and  an  occasion  of  dis- 

appointment to  those  who  come  in  to  witness  its  progress. 
Children  need  to  be  exercised  considerably  in  loud  speaking 
and  distinct  articulation. 

It  is  no  unusual  thing,  when  we  visit  schools,  to  observe 

questions  passed  over  only  imperfectly  answered.  Such 
answers  may  be  equivalent  to  no  answers  at  all.  The  scholar 

should  be  required  to  give  the  answer  as  it  is  in  the  book,  or 
in  lanijuaofe  that  contains  the  same  idea.  If  a  child  is 

allowed  to  get  into  a  careless,  indifferent  method  of  expres- 
sion, the  habit  may  adhere  to  him  through  life,  marring  his 

appearance  and  impairing  his  usefulness. 

The  subject  of  Grammar  should  receive  more  attention  in 

some  of  our  schools.  It  is  not  a  very  attractive  study  with 

beginners,  but  becomes  more  so  by  giving  attention  to  it, 

and  is  of  every-day  importance  to  everybody. 
Perhaps  in  no  branch  has  there  been  more  improvement 

made  during  the  year  than  in  Kobinson's  Intellectual  Arith- 
metic. Three  3^ears  ago  this  book  was  but  indifferently 

attended  to.  We  believe  a  small  class  in  the  West  District 

were  the  first  to  go  through  it,  but  they  were  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  a  few  in  the  North  and  East  and  quite  a  class  in  the 

South  Districts.  Wc  trust  every  school  in  town  will  soou 
furnish  scholars  who  can  master  the  book. 

.     CENTRE  DISTRICT.  —  Uppsr  Depar'oiExXT. 

Teachers:  Miss  Emelinc  S.  Jewell,  Miss  Edith  E.  Frost, 

Mr.  Daniel  C.  Farr,  Mr.  Harris  C.  Hartwell. 

Miss  Jewell,  a  teacher  of  much  experience  and  uniform 

success,  taught  the  summer  term.  Both  parents  and  pupils 

worked  harmoniously  with  her,  and  her  management  of  the 

school  was  successful.  Miss  Frost  had  charge  of  the  school 

in  the  fall.  Her  manners  w^ere  genial,  she  was  energetic  and 
decided,  and  her  discipline  Avas  good.  Her  examination  did 

not  do  her  justitje,  but  some  parts  of  it  were  good  and  it  was 

evident  the  school  had  advanced  during  the  term.    She  was 
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succeeded  in  the  winter  by  Mr.  Farr.  He  was  an  estimable 

young  man,  but  some  of  the  scholars  taking  advantage  of  his 
youth  and  inexperience,  he  resigned  his  charge  at  the  end  of 

six  weeks.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Hartwell,  who,  though 
mild  and  considerate,  was  firm  in  his  government,  and 

carried  the  school  through  the  remaining  five  weeks  with 
entire  success.  The  public  exercises  at  the  close  of  the 

school  were  very  gratifying. 

Primary  Department. 

Teacher:  Miss  Carrie  E.  Lawrence. 

This  school  is  composed  of  bright,  intelligent  children,  and 

Miss  Lawrence  proved  herself  the  right  teacher  in  the  right 

place.  She  had  entire  control  of  her  pupils,  and  everything 

appeared  neat  and  systematic.  A  great  deUl  of  precision 

was  manifest  in  all  her  arrangements.  She  made  study 

pleasant,  and  the  scholars  almost  invariably  came  out  to 
recite  with  well  prepared  lessons.  Her  examinations  were 

interspersed  with  gymnastic  and  other  exercises,  and  the 

large  number  of  visitors  were  highly  pleased. 

WEST  DISTRICT.  —  Upper  Department. 

Teachers:  Miss  L.  A.  McCutchins,  Miss  A.  Wetherbee. 

Miss  McCutchins  resumed  her  labors  here  in  the  spring. 
Her  abilities  as  a  teacher  are  well  understood.  Her  field  of 

labor  was  an  encouraging  one,  for  there  are  many  good 

scholars  here,  and  they  study  with  an  earnestness  and  con- 

stancy that  does  them  credit.  Co-operating  as  they  did  with 

their  accomplished  teacher,  their  progress,  both  in  the  com- 
mon and  some  of  the  higher  branches,  was  rapid,  and  the 

examination  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  surpassed  those  we 

usually  witness  in  a  common  district  school. 

Miss  Wetherbee  took  charge  in  the  winter.  She  had  been 

a  teacher  many  years,  came  highly  recommended,  and  taught 

with  much  diligence  and  thoroughness.  In  giving  instruction 
we  observed  she  left  her  scholars,  in  a  reasonable  degree,  to 

depend  upon  themselves.  This,  though  not  always  agree- 
able to  pupils,  is  nevertheless  essential  to  their  permanent 
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progress.  The  discipline  the  hitter  part  of  the  term  was  not 

altogether  creditable  to  some  of  the  scholars.  With  this 

exception  her  examination  compared  very  well  with  former 

ones  in  this  district.  A  large  class  in  Intellectual  Arithmetic 
added  interest  to  the  occasion. 

Intermediate  Department. 

Teacher:  Miss  E.  C.  Browm. 

This  teacher  enjoyed  the  affection  and  confidence  of  her 

scholars,  and  taught  throughout  the  year  with  success.  She 

did  not  exert  herself  so  much  to  make  a  splendid  show  at 

examination  as  she  did  to  give  her  pupils  positive,  obvious 
attainments.  At  the  close  of  her  school  in  the  fall  there 

seemed  to  be  a  want  of  activity  and  sprightliness  in  some  of 
the  exercises,  but  at  the  examination  of  the  winter  term  the 

school  appeared  to  advantage,  especially  in  Keading  and 
Arithmetic.  There  are  scholars  in  this  school  who  require 

vigorous  training. 

Primary  Department. 

Teachers:  Miss  Mary  S.  Ballou,  Miss  Cornelia  C.  Ballon. 

This  department,  during  the  year,  has  been  under  the  in- 
struction of  diligent  and  judicious  teachers,  and  is  getting  a 

ftiir  start  in  the  first  principles  of  education.  It  requires 

considerable  genius  to  present  knowledge  to  these  young 

minds  so  as  to  make  the  pursuit  of  it  interesting.  The  dry 

questions  in  the  text-books  do  not  afibrd  all  the  stimulus  they 
need.  There  is  a  great  deal  besides  to  which  it  is  necessary 

to  call  their  attention,  and  which  it  is  important  for  them  to 
know.  We  were  well  satisfied  with  the  examination  of  this 

school,  both  at  the  close  of  the  fall  and  winter  terms. 

SOUTH  DISTRICT.  — Upper  Department. 

Teachers:  Miss  Helenette  Colby,  Miss  Mary  E.  Clement. 

We  are  able  to  speak  of  this  school  in  terms  of  much 

commendation.  It  deserves  a  high  rank  among  the  schools 

of  the  town.  AVe  think  for  several  years  it  has  not  appeared 
better  than  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term.    There  are 
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several  excellent  scholars  in  Written  Arithmetic,  and  a 

splendid  class  in  Robinson's  Intellectnal.  The  recitations  in 
Grammar  and  other  branches  deserve  mnch  praise.  The 

school  appeared  well  under  Miss  Colby's  management,  and 
Miss  Clement  performed  her  duty  with  gratifying  results. 
Old  text-books  and  new  w-ere  alike  familiar  to  her.  If  there 

were  any  scholars  during  the  winter  term  who  failed  to  im- 

prove their  advantages,  w^e  hope  they  have  reflection  enough 
to  realize  their  mistake. 

Inter3iediate  Department. 

Teachers:   Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner,  Miss  Amelia  D. 
Com  stock. 

Under  the  instruction  of  these  faithful  and  experienced 

teachers  this  department  could  not  fail  to  flourish.  Miss 

Faulkner  expects  her  scholars  to  get  their  lessons,  —  their 
Reading  lessons  as  well  as  others.  She  is  very  explicit  in 

her  explanations,  and  makes  the  most  of  her  time.  Her 

scholars  always  love  her,  and  the  district  never  fails  to  ap- 

preciate her  services.  No  branch  is  slighted,  and  her  miscel- 
laneous exercises  are  always  interesting. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Comstock.  Under 
her  instruction  the  reputation  of  the  school  was  sustained. 

The  first  principles  of  education  received  due  attention,  a 

good  degree  of  system  and  discipline  were  always  apparent, 
and  her  examination  indicated  a  commendable  industry  and 

perseverance  on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  scholars. 

PrisiaPwY  Department. 

Teachers:  Miss  Julia  S.  Conant,  Miss  Evelina  Davis. 

Both  these  teachers  are  good  scholars,  and  they  entered 

upon  their  business  with  activity  and  enterprise.  Miss 

Conant  exercised  her  scholars  considerably  upon  the  black- 
board, which  is  an  excellent  method  of  interesting  children. 

She  had  the  faculty  of  getting  their  attention,  which  is  of  the 
first  importance  in  any  school.  At  her  examination  in  the 

fall  we  were  gratified  with  the  results  of  her  labors,  espec- 

ially in  the  important  branch  of  Reading.    She  was  sue- 
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ccecled  in  the  winter  b}^  Miss  Davis.  Her  school  was  pretty 

large,  and  she,  being  yonng  and  inexperienced,  was  not  able 

to  keep  so  good  a  degree  of  discipline  as  was  desiral)le.  At 

her  examination,  however,  the  deportment  of  her  school  was  - 

good,  her  scholars  were  well  classified,  and  the  recitations 

generally  commendable. 

SOUTH-EAST  DISTRICT. 

Teachers:  Miss  Amelia  D.  Comstock,  Miss  Sarah  Loker, 

Miss  Emily  Loker,  Mr.  L.  H.  Ewings. 

This  school  has  its  share  of  lively,  interesting  scholars, 

and  perhaps  more  than  its  share  of  those  who  are  ready  to 

play  trnant  and  trouble  the  teacher.  Considering  their  ages 

there  are  some  very  good  schohirs  in  Arithmetic,  Geography 

and  Writing.  Duriiig  the  sunnner  and  fall  terms  this  school 

prospered  under  the  management  of  ]\iiss  Comstock.  The 

scholars  were  ambitious,  neatness  and  order  prevailed,  and 

everything  appeared  encouraging.  The  winter  term  was 

commenced  by  Miss  Sarah  Loker.  She  taught  two  weeks 

with  success,  when  a  yearly  school  being  offered  her  in 

another  part  of  the  State,  she  resigned  her  place  to  Miss 

Emily  Loker,  who,  after  teaching  about  three  weeks  and 

finding  some  of  the  scholars  hard  to  mp.nage,  retired  from 

her  position.  She  was  succeeded  in  her  office  by  Mr.  Ew- 
ings, who,  after  being  relieved  of  certain  scholars,  taught  the 

remaining  two  months  with  profit  to  the  district,  and  had  a 

good  examination.  This  school  requires,  in  the  winter,  a 

male  teacher  of  energy  and  decision.  Of  the  twenty-eight 
scholars  who  attended  this  school  in  the  winter,  seventeen 

were  from  Acton,  six  from  Sudbuiy,  and  five  from  Concord. 

Concord  promptly  pays  a  satisfactory  sum  for  the  tuition  of 

her  scholars.  Sudbur}^  now  pays  nothing,  giving  as  a  reason 
that  she  provides  within  her  own  limits  ample  accommoda- 

tions for  her  pupils.  The  member  of  the  Committee  from 

this  district  thinks  he  shair  object  to  her  scholars  attending 
longer  on  such  conditions. 
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EAST  DISTEICT. 

TeacliHrsi:  Miss  S.  Augusta  Davis,  Mr.  Daniel  S.  Davis* 

We  think  this  school  has  made  steady  and  substantial  im- 

provement during  the  year.  Both  the  teachers  were  resi- 
dents of  the  district,  and  doubtless  felt  more  than  ordinary 

interest  in  the  advancement  of  their  neighbors'  children. 
Miss  Davis  taught  with  the  success  \vhich  might  be  expected, 

considering  her  scholarship  and  experience.  She  kept  a 

minute  record  of  the  recitations  and  deportment  of  her 

pupils.  This  is  calculated  to  stimulate  them  to  make  efforts 

to  excel,  and  might  be  a  good  system  for  other  teachers  to 
adopt.  Under  her  instructions  the  more  important  parts  of 

Geography  received  especial  attention,  and  both  she  and  her 

successor  taught  Robinson's  Intellectual  and  higher  Written 
Arithmetics  with  success. 

NORTH  DISTRICT. 

Teacher :  Miss  Angle  Wheeler. 

We  can  speak  of  this  school  in  the  most  encouraging 

terms.  The  scholars  here  study  with  an  interest  that  knows 

no  abatement.  They  have  everything  to  encourage  them, 

for  their  teacher  is  very  thorough  in  all  the  branches  taught, 

and  her  interest  in  her  business  is  such  as  to  inspire  anima- 
tion in  any  school.  There  are  fine  scholars  here  in  all  the 

common  branches,  especially  in  Reading  and  Grammar,  and 

Algebra  and  History  are  successfully  taught.  The  examina- 
tion of  this  school  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term  afforded  an 

example  of  the  progress  scholars  will  make  when  under  the 

instruction  of  energetic  and  well  qualified  teachers  for 
several  successive  terms. 
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SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AND  APPROPRIATION. 

The  number  of  children  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five 

id  fifteen,  as  ascertained  on  the  first  day  of  May  last  by  the 
ssessors,  was  328. 

ppropriation  for  support  of  schools,  1866-7,  $2,225  00 
dare  of  State  School  Fund,  132  90 

eceived  for  scholars  attending  our  schools  from 
other  towns,  25  00 

Sum  total,  $2,382  90 

Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar  between 

e  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  inclusive,  $6.78. 

Respectfully,  in  behalf  of  the  School-Committee, 

Wm.  W.  Davis,  Chairman. 

Wm.  W.  Davis, 
O.  W.  Mead, 
J.  B.  Harris,     (  School 
John  Fletcher,  (  Cqmrnittee,, 
Calvin  Harris, 
Isaac  T.  Flagg, 
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FINANCIAL. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $427  70 
Balance  from  last  yeiitj  7  52 

Amount  of  teachers*  wages,  $408  75 
Paid  for  fuel,  23  60 
Care  of  School-House,  4  40 

Deficiency  this  year,  1  58 

March  18,  1867.  Wm.  W.  Davis,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, $611  00 
Deficiency  last  year, 4  89 

Amount  of  teachers*  wages, $553  50 
Paid  for  fuel, 37  50 
Care  of  School-House, 7  00 
Incidentals, 6  30 
Balance  to  new  account, 1  81 

$606  11 

  $606  11 

March  18,  1867.  O.  W.  Mead,  Committee. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, 
$611 

00 
Received  of  F.  Brown, 2 37 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages^ 
$558 

50 

Paid  for  fuel, 
33 

75 
Care  of  School-House, 6 

25 Incidentals, 12 24 Balance  to  new  account, 2 63 

$613  37 

$613  37 March  18,  1867. J.  E.  Harris,  Committee, 
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SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $244  40 
Balance  from  last  year,  31  93 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $251  95 
Paid  for  fuel,  15  00 
Incidentals,                    .  G  50 
Balance  to  new  account,  2  88 

$276  33 

$276  33 

March  18,  1867.  John  Fletcher,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $244  40 
Balance  from  last  year,  23  84 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $236  50 
Paid  for  fuel,  -     22  00 
Incidentals,  5  92 
Balance  to  new  account,  3  82 

$268  24 

$268  U 

March  18,  1867.  Calvin  Harris,  Committee. 

NORTH  SCHOOL; 

Appropriation,  $244  40 
Balance  from  last  year,  5  03 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $227  00 
Paid  for  fuel,  16  00 
Incidentals,  4  84 
Balance  to  new  account,  1  59 

$249  43 

$249  43 

March  18,  1867. Isaac  T.  Flagg,  Committee^ 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FKOM 

FEBRUARY  26,  1867,  to  FEBRUARY  26,  1868, 

INCLUDING  THE 

Marriages^  Births  and  Deaths  in  1867. 

ALSO  THE 

REPORT    OF  THE    SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

CONCORD: 
PRINTED  BY  BENJAMIN  TOLMAN. 

1  8  6  8. 





SELECTMEN'S  REPOUT. 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  received,  $15,415  42 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Paid. 
O.  W.  Mead,  for  West  school,  $645  10 
Luther  W.  Piper,  for  South  school,  G45  10 
Charles  Little,          Centre  450  45 
John  Fletcher,  2d,  for  Southeast  school,  244  69 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,      "  North          "  244  68 
Calvin  Harris,        "  East            "  255  82 

TOWN  OF  LITTLETON  FOR  SCHOOLING. 
Paid. 

Carrie  A.  Jewett  and  Eri  J.  Raymond,  $4  00 
  $2,489  84 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 
Paid. 

L.  W.  Piper,  for  repairs  on  South  school-house,  $14  42 
O.  W.  Mead,  for  repairs  on  West  school-house,  27  22 
Calvin  Harris,  for  repairs  on  East  school-house,  15  30 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  for  repairs  and  shingling  North 
school-house,  68  07 

Charles  Little,  for  repairs  on  Centre  school- 
house,  9  80 

John  Fletcher,  2d,  for  repairs  on  Southeast 
school-house,  11  88 

O.  W.  Mead,  for  shingling  West  school-house,  58  50 
Do.,  for  repairs  on  West  school-house  in  1866,    32  96   $238  15 
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BOOKS  AND  PRINTING. 
Paid. 

For  school-books,  $64  12 
"   printing  warrants,  7  50 
"        "      Selectmen's  reports,  12  50 

"      Selectmen's,  Town  Clerk's,  and 
School  Committee's  reports,        86  94 

"  town  order  books,  13  25 
highway  books,  1  26 

"  collector's  book,  1  00 
"  record  book  for  cemetery,  15 
"  scholarship  and  deportment  cards,  12  25 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Paid, 
Charles  F.  Richardson,  for  breaking  roads,  S2  33 
Nehemiah  Curtis,  for  labor  on  highway  in  1866,  10  00 
John  F.  Blood,  for  labor  on  highway,  2  40 
Luther  Billings,  for  breaking  roads,  64^  hours,  11  90 
Israel  H.  Giles,  for  breaking  roads,  46  hours,  9  20 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  repairs  on  Fowder-Mill 

bridge,                                            .  2  00 

$198  97 

$37  83 

DISCOUNT  AND  ABATEMENT  ON  TAXES. 
Paid. 
Francis  Dwight,  for  abatement  on  taxes,  $46  93 
John  E.  Cutter,  discount  on  taxes,  522  98 

  $569  91 

AFPROPRIATIONS  FOR  SOLDIERS  AND  FAMILIES. 
Paid. 
Soldiers  for  May  drill,  1866, 

$114 

50 

Rebecca  C.  Wright, 
96 

00 
Rebecca  Bigelow, 

96 
00 

Hattie  W.  Wilder, 
96 

00 
Alson  R.  Sumner, 

51 
00 

Johanna  Col  man. 41 00 
Sarah  J.  Davidson, 40 

00 

Hiram  W.  Wethei-bee, 35 
00 

Luke  Smith, 12 
00 William  Reed, 12 
00 

John  S.  Hoar, 12 

00 

Paul  Hayward, 
10 

00 
Eliza  Conant, 8 

00 

Maria  Kinsley, 8 
00 

Daniel  L.  Veaze}^, 6 
00 

$637  50 
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SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid. 
Dr.   I.   Hiitchins,   for   services  rendered 
stranger,  $2  50 

For  George  W.  Robbins,  at  reform  school,  19  50 
"    support  of  Sarah  B.  Childs,  18  00 
"   nursing  Thomas  F.  Law,  26  00 

James  Adams,  for  coffin  for  T.  F.  Law,  8  00 
Thomas  F.  Hammond,  for  burial  of  T.  F. 
Law,  5  00 

Dr.  John  W.  Osgood,  for  attending  Thomas 
F.  Law,  28  00 

City  of  Charlestown.  for  support  of  W.  F. 
B.  Whitney,  in  February,  1867,  5  00 

Town  of  Harvard,  for  support  of  Rhoda 
Burnham,  3  50 

For  assistance  rendered  travellers,  2  00 
James  E.  Billings,  journey  to  Natick,  re- 

specting Thomas  F.  Law,  3  00 
Do.,  journey  to  Maiden,  respecting  Mrs.  N. 

F.  Haynes  and  J'amily,  3  00 
Do.,  journey  to  Bolton,  respecting  settle- 

ment of  Rhoda  Burnham,  3  00 
Do.,  journey  to  Harvard,  respecting  settle- 

ment of  Rhoda  Burnham,  2  50 

$129  00 

INTEREST  ON  NOTES. 
Paid. 
Calvin  Harris,  Inte 
Augustine  Conaht, 
Frederick  Rouillard, 
Joel  Hanscomb, 
Daniel  Harris, 
Ebenezer  Conant, 
Silas  P.  Blodget, 
David  M.  Handley, 
James  A.  Billings, 
James  E.  Billings, 
Lydia  R.  Keyes, 
Isaac  T.  Flagg, 

est, 
$12  00 240  00 
90  00 
40  80 
48  32 

120  00 
65  47 

102  00 
12  00 
90  96 
36  00 
6  00 

$863  55 



6 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid. 

Wm.  W.  Davis,  for  examining  teachers, 
superintending  schools,  and  making 
report,  $75  00 

Francis  Dvvight,  for  collecting  taxes,  80  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  taking  inventory  and 

making  taxes,  including  copying  taxes 
and  making  returns,  43  50 

Elisha  H.  Cutler,  for  taking  inventory  and 
making  taxes,  25  00 

Luther  li.  Forbush,  do.,  25  00 

"William  D.  Tuttle,  for  services  as  Town Clerk,  25  00 
James  E.  Billings,  for  services  as  Selectman,  35  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  14  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  "  20  00 

$342  50 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

Paid. 
For  one  pair  oxen  for  town  farm,  $230  00 
Hastings  &  Cutler,  for  rent  of  school-room 

for  18G6,  50  00 
Abel  Farrar,  Jr.,  for  services  on  town  farm,  125  00 
For  express,  postage  and  stationery,  G  41 
For  sealing  standard  weights  and  measures,  10  50 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  coffin  and  robe  for 

Luther  Hay  ward,  12  75 
Do.,  for  removing  two  bodies  in  West  Cem- 

etery, 2  oa 
Do.,  for  shingling  almshouse,  43  50 
Do.,  for  returning  30  deaths  to  Town  Clerk,  3  00 
Do.,  for  attending  22  funerals  with  the 
hearse,  55  00 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  for  journey  to  Sudbury  to 
make  out  election  return  of  representa- 

tive, 2  50 
Po.,  for  collecting  and  recording  35  births,  10  50 
Do.,  for  collecting  and  recording  21  mar- 

riages, 3  15 
Do.,  for  collecting  and  recording  29  deaths,  4  90 
George  W.  Sawver,  for  taking  care  of  town 
clock,  10  00 

Do.,  for  28  gallons  oil,  16  80 
Do.,  cleaning  town  clock,        •  1  50 



T 

Do.,  237  pounds  coal, 
Do.,  36  lamp  wicks. 
Do.,  setting  2  lights  glass, 
Do.,  1  broom, 
Do.,  washing  floor, 
Do.,  opening  town  hall  54  times. 
Do.,  tolling  bell  for  12  deaths, 
H.  J.  Hapgood,  for  tolling  bell  for  7  deaths, 
James  Tuttle,  for  rent  of  school-room, 
W.  C.  &  O.  Shepard,  for  rent  of  school- 

room, 
Albin  Whitcomb,    for  damage   done  to 

wagon  on  the  highway, 
George  M.  Brooks,  for  advice, 

1 1 

i  O 
(\C\ 
ou OD 
38 

2 
00 40 50 

2 40 
i 50 

00 

50 
00 

6 00 
2 00 

$745  10 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 
Paid. 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  for  paint  for  cemetery  posts,  $0  99 
Work  at  cemetery,  .2  00 
Charles  Hastings,  for  West  do.,  40  00 
Samuel  Hosmer,  hinges,  setting  stone  posts, 

and  hanging  gates  at  the  East  do.,  10  35 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  two  gates  to  cemetery,  8  25 
Martin  Pike,  for  labor  at  cemetery,  24  00 

  $85  59 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY,  Feb.  26,  1868. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1867, 
$2,557 

03 
State  Tax  for  1867, 

4,600 
00 

County  Tax  for  1867, 819 29 
Town  Grant  for  1867, 

2,500 

00 
Town  Grant  for  Schools, 

2,325 

00 

Highway  Deficiencies, 
54 

79 
Overlay  on  Taxes, 124 

31 

Corporation  Tax, 573 39 
State  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1867, 

1,200 

00 

Cash  from  State  for  Soldiers'  Drill, 
25 

40 

State  School  Fund, 164 84 
Cash  for  School  Books. 2 

37 
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For  Armory  Rent  for  1867,  150  00 
Burial  lots  in  cemetery,  4  00 
Use  of  town  hall,  98  75 
Stock  sold  at  town  hall,  7  93 
Use  of  hearse,  2  00 

Cash  of  Elias  Haynes  for  highway  taxes,  1  43 
School  money  from  town  of  Concord,  20  00 
Cash  from  town  farm,  33  39 

"    for  running-part  of  old  hearse,  25  00 
"    for  military  drill,  114  50 
"    for  poll  taxes,  12  00 

$15,415 

EXPENDITURES. 

Support  of  Schools,  I 
^2,489 

84 
Repairs  on  School  Houses, 238 15 
Books  and  Printing, 198 97 
Roads  and  Bridges, 

37 
83 

Discount  and  Abatement  on  Taxes, 569 91 
Appropriation  for  Soldiers  and  Families, 637 

50 

Support  of  Poor, 129 00 
Interest  on  Notes, 863 

55 

Town  Officers, 
Miscellaneous  Expenses, 

342 
50 

745 

10 

Cemeter}^  Expenses, 85 
59 

State  Tax, 

4,600 

00 

County  Tax, 819 
29 

  $11,757  23 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1868,  $3,658  19 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN,  Feb.  26,  1868. 

Dr. 
To  Balance  due  as  per  Report,  Feb.  26, 1868,  $3,658  19 
Amount  due  from  State  for  Aid  furnished 

Soldiers  and  their  Families,  667  00 
 $4,325  19 

♦ 
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AMOUNT  DUE  ON  NOTES. 
Cr. 

Ebenezer  Conant, $2,058  00 Joel  Hanscom, 
Augustine  Conant, 
David  M.  Handley, 

700 
40 

4  116 00 

1,745 

90 

John  R.  Wliitcomb, 536 50 
James  A.  Billings, 202 60 
Calvin  Harris, 214 60 
Lydia  R.  Keyes, 

627 60 

Isaac  T.  Flagg, 105 50 
Daniel  Harris, 840 

86 
James  E.  Billings, 

2,237 
57 

Frederic  Rouillard, 
1,778 

10 

5,163  63 
Balance  against  the  Town,  Feb.  26,  1868, 

without  including  the  balance  due  as 

per  Overseers'  Report  for  1868,  $10,838  44 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,    )  Selectmen 
JONAS  K.  PUTNEY,      \  of 
J.  K.  W.  WETHERBEE,  j  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1868. 



IIEPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS    AND  EXPENDITURES, 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1868. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND  APRIL  1st,  1868. 

8  tons  hay,  $184.00  ;  12  cows,  730.00,  $914  00 
1  horse,  240.00  ;  76  bush,  corn,  114.00,  354  00 
14  fowls,  10.50  ;  3J  bush.  barley,5.25,  15  75 
550  lbs.  pork,  77.00  ;  1  bbl.  soap,  6.00  ;  83  00 
1  bbl.  pickles,  2.00  ;  30  lbs.  soap  grease,  1.80,  3  80 
2  bush,  potatoes,  2.00  ;  30  lbs.  candles,  5.40,  7  40 
2  bbls.  apples,  6.00  ;  65  lbs.  ham,  14.30  20  30 
80  lbs.  lard,  11.20  ;  20  bush,  ashes,  5.00,  16  20 
2  lbs.  butter,  1.00  ;  ̂  bbl.  flour  7.75,  •  8  75 
1  bush,  meal,  90  ;  47  lbs.  dried  apples,  8.46,  9  36 
36  M  skewers,  23  40 

$1,455  96 

RECEIPTS. 

For  milk,  $1,017.83;  carrying  milk,  28.00,  $1,045  83 
cows,  98.00;  horse,  75.00  ;  oxen,  238.42,  411  42 
calves,  60.00;  skewers,  41.16;  potatoes,  42.00,  143  16 
peaches,  17.42;  lard,  1.12;  grapes,  2.50,  21  04 
apples,  75.14  ;  eggs  and  paper,  2.59  ;  pumpkins,  .35      78  08 

$1,699  53 Cash  from  town  Treasury,  355  00 

$2,054  53 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  oxen,  $230.00;  cows,  245.00;  horse,  240.00,  $715  00 
meal,  89.06  ;  oil,  meal  and  shorts,  244.41,  333  47 
beef,  45.53  ;  flour,  84.35  ;  butter,  47.02,  17G  90 
clothing,  21.36  ;  molasses,  24.40  ;  cheese,  18.74,  64  50 
hay,  45.45  ;  sugar,  17.04  ;  tools,  6.87,  69  36 

labor,  16.00  ;  blacksmith's  bill,  16.13  ;  beans,  250,  34  63 
fish,  9.32  ;  boots  and  shoes,  7.25  ;  fowls,  1.50,  18  07 
bbls  and  boxes,  6.73  ;  grass-seed,  9.93  ;  potash,  5.67,  22  33 
rope,  45  ;  chimney  and  stove-polish,  20  ;  surcingle,  75,  1  40 
buffalo  robe,  14.00  ;  repairing  harness,  62  ;  cement,  34,  14  96 

bug-poison,  1.14;   doctor's  bill,   14.40;   expenses  to 
Boston,  4.20,  19  74 

weighing  hay,  1.20;  newspaper,  1.40;  lumber,  2.62,  5  22 
use  of  cart,  1.50  ;  use  of  wagon,  75  ;  use  of  bull,  3.50,  5  75 
use  of  sleigh,  50  ;  pasturing,  14,00  tripe,  1.88,  16  38 
tallow,  4.94  ;  coffin,  13.00  ;  board  of  Mrs.  Bowker,  4.00,  21  94 
books,  32;  nails,  50;  earthen  ware,  94;  raisins,  1.32,  3  08 
repairing  pumps,  3.80  ;  wooden  ware,  1.40  ;  starch,  16,  5  36 
castings,  3.45  ;  tea,  9.70;  bread,  2.46;  brooms,  1.00,  16  61 
camphor,  12;  tobacco,  10.66;  spices,  3.47,  14  25 
medicine,  1.85,  coffee,  4.94  ;  apples,  1.20,  7  99 
matches,  1.20  :  vinegar,  3.00  ;  ink,  08,  4  28 
soap,  34  ;  rice,  39  ;  plaster  Paris,  2.25,  2  98 
cream  .tartar,  45  ;  saleratus,  44  ;  saltpetre,  05,  94 
oil,  3.74  ;  salt,  7.81  ;  ox  labor,  75  ;  oats,  50,  12  80 
services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abel  Farrar,  Jr.,  325  00 

James  E.  Billings's  services,  6  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney's  6  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee's  "  6  00 

$1,930  94 
Amount  of  inventory  April  1st,  1867,  $1,120  86 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

  1,360  26 

$3,291  20 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  receipts,  $2,054  53 
Amount  of  expenditures,  1,930  94 

Cash  on  hand,  $123  59 
Total  amount  of  expenditures,  1,930  94 
Amount  of  inventory  April  1st,  1867,  1,120  86 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

 3,291  20 
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Total  amount  of  receipts,  $1,699  53 
Amount  of  inventor}^  April  1st,  1868,  1,455  96 

  3,155  49 

135  71 
Expense  of  victualling  foreigners,  22  44 

Total  amount  of  supporting  poor  at  almshouse,  $113  27 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  foreigners)  supported 
in  the  Almshouse,  7 ;  average  number,  3J ;  present  number,  5  ; 
cost  per  week,  66. 

James  E.  Billings,     \  Overseers 
Jonas  K.  Putney,       >  of 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  )  Poor. 

Acton,  April  1,  1868. 

Acton,  March  24,  1868. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  reports  of  the  Select- 

men and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  1867,  so  far  as  the  figures  and 

method  of  presenting  the  financial  aff'airs  of  the  town  are  con- 
cerned, and  believe  them  to  be  correct. 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  Auditor. 



TOWN  CLERK'S 
EEPOET. 

BIRTHS  IN  ACTON,  IN  1867. 

No.    Date  of  Birth.      Name  of  Child  and  Parents'  Names. 
1.  Jan.  7,  Carrie  S.  Richardson,  daughter  of  Osman  D.  and  Mary 

E.  Richardson. 
2.  Jan.  9,  Hattie  Augusta  Haynes,  daughter  of  Elias  E.  and 

Abbie  E.  Haynes. 
3.  Jan.  10,  Josie  Cristell  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and  Jen- 

nie E.  Tuttle. 
4.  Jan.  13,  Oren  Mortimer  Kidder,  son  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  E. 

Kidder. 

5.  Jan.  18,  George  Laforest  Robbins,  son  of  Elbridge  J.  -  and 
Ellen  M.  Robbins. 

6.  Feb.  2,  Melvin  Ephraim  Cobieigh,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Harriet 
E.  Cobieigh. 

7.  Feb.  13,  George  Crampton,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Martha  E. 
Crampton. 

8.  Feb.  18,  Ann  Maria  Gallagher,  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Bridget  Gallagher. 

9.  Feb.  27,  Freddie  W.  Reed,  son  of  Reuben  L.  and  Mary  A. 
Reed. 

10.  March  31,  Willie  Francis  Butterfield,  son  of  Francis  B.  and 
Anna  M.  Butterfield. 

11.  May  14,  Lylian  M.  Wilbur,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Olive 
M.  Wilbur. 

12.  May  25,  Loria  Grace  Wild,  daughter  of  George  and  Etta  F. 
Wild. 

13.  June  12,  Fred  Stanley  Whitcomb,  son  of  Frank  and  Frances 
L.  Whitcomb. 

14.  June  20,    Brown,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Betsey  A. 
Brown. 

15.  June  23,  Mary  Ellen  Brackett,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Ellen  L.  Brackett. 

16.  June  29,  Bertha  May  Hartwell,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Augusta 
H.  Hartwell. 

17.  July  8,  Sarah  Ellen  Hammond,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and 
Mary  A.  Hammond. 
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18.  Aug.  21,  John  William  Haggerty,  son  of  William  2d  and 
Catherine  Haggerty. 

19.  Aug.  25,  Florence  Amelia  Gaddis,  daughter  of  John  and  Jen- 
nie Gaddis. 

20.  Sept.  4,  Adie  Estelle  Houghton,  daughter  of  Warren  and 
Lj'dia  A.  Houghton. 

21.  Sept.  10,  Emily  Gertrude  Harmon,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Mary  A.  Harmon. 

22.  Sept.  13,  Martha  Fletcher  Smith,  daughter  of  Henry  M.  and 
Abbie  B.  Smith. 

23  and  24.  Sept.  16,  Mar}^  D.  and  Susan  P.  Farrar,  daughters 
of  Abel,  Jr.  and  Delina  Farrar. 

25.  Sept.  20,  Lizzie  Etta  Mellen,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lizzie 
Mellen. 

26.  Oct.  2,  Margaret  Ann  Trainor,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Honora 
Trainor. 

27.  Oct.  3.  Frank  Herbert  Billings,  son  of  James  E.  and  Tamson 
Billings. 

28.  Oct.  10,  Hattie  M.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Oscar  S.  and  Susan 
B.  M.  Johnson. 

29.  Oct.  12,  Alice  Maria  Gates,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Maria  W. 
Gates. 

30.  Oct.  23,  Warren  Oscar  Robbins,  son  of  Simon  and  Nancy  D. 
Robbins. 

31.  Oct.  28,  Freddie  Walter  McDonnell,  son  of  George  and  Mary 
McDonnell. 

32.  Oct.  30,  William  Granville  Whitney,  son  of  William  F.  B.  and 
Anna  Whitney., 

33.  Nov.  2,  Hattie  Frances  Sumner,  daughter  of  Alson  R.  and 
Carrie  A.  Sumner. 

34.  Nov.  12,  Horace  Herbert  Robbins,  son  of  Luke  J.  and  Mary 
W.  Robbins. 

35.  Dec.  21,  Blanchard,  son  of  Luke  and  Jerusha  M. 
Blanchard. 

Males,  15  ;  Females, -20. 

MARRIAGES  SOLEMNIZED  AND  RECORDED  IN  1867. 

No.    Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  the  Parties. 

1.  Jan.  1,  Mr.  Marcus  M.  Raymond,  of  Lowell,  and  Miss  Martha 
M.  Sawin,  of  Acton. 

2.  Jan.  1,  Mr.  George  W.  Knowlton  and  Miss  Angle  H.Wheeler, 
both  of  Acton. 

3.  Jan.  9,  Mr.  Hiram  Chase  and  Miss  Julia  E.  Edmonds,  both  of 
Acton. 

4.  Jan.  23,  Mr.  Edwin  Fletcher,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Susan  Smith, 
of  Dan  vers. 
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5.  Jan.  23,  Mr.  D.  James  Wetherbee  and  Miss  Augusta  A.  Put- 
ney, both  of  Acton. 

G.  Feb.  3,  Mr.  Liike  J.  Robbins  and  Miss  Mar}^  Warren  Blodget, 
both  of  Acton. 

7.  Feb.  14,  Mr.  Samuel  K.  Burroughs  and  Miss  Ella  Augusta 
Hayward,  both  of  Acton. 

8.  March  23,  Mr.  Elbridge  Wheeler,  of  Concord,  and  Miss  Su- 
sanna P.  Wetherbee,  of  Boxborough. 

9.  May  5,  Mr.  George  H.  Harris  and  Miss  Angenetta  Wheeler, 
both  of  Acton. 

10.  May  29,  Mr.  Jonas  T.  Houghton,  of  Hudson,  and  Miss  Mary 
J.  Hapgood,  of  Bolton. 

11.  June  20,  Mr.  Delette  H.  Hall  and  Miss  Susie  A.  Wetherbee, 
both  of  Acton. 

12.  August  17,  Mr.  Josiah  H.  Chase  and  Miss  Anna  F.  Noyes, 
both  of  Concord. 

13.  Aug.  31,  Mr.  Joseph  Stewart,  of  Lunenburg,  and  Mrs.  Lucinda 
B.  Brown,  of  Fitchburg. 

14.  Sept.  10,  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Trow,  of  Bolton,  and  Miss  Abbie 
Hamant,  of  Dedham. 

15.  Sept.  19,  Mr.  Ira  V.  Hall  and  Mrs.  Caroline  B.  Bradford,  both 
of  Acton. 

16.  Sept.  23,  Mr.  Francis  Colburn,  of  Boston,  and  Miss  N.  Anna 
Hamant,  of  Med  field. 

17.  Oct.  5,  Mr.  Waldo  G.  Dunn  and  Miss  Fannie  M.  Burnham, 
both  of  Acton. 

18.  Oct.  13,  Mr.  Selden  Kimball  and  Miss  Eliza  A.  Kelly,  both  of 
Lowell. 

19.  Nov.  21,  Mr.  James  E.  Hey  wood  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Hanscom, 
both  of  Concord. 

20.  Nov.  28,  Mr.  William  V.  Norton  and  Miss  Lauraetta  W.  Reed, 
both  of  Acton. 

21.  Dec.  25,  Mr.  Myron  F.  Going,  of  Acton,  and  Miss,  Maria  W. 
Taylor,  of  Littleton. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1867. 

No.     Date  of  Death.  Names  of  Deceased. 

1.  Jan.  5,  Mrs.  Nancy  Bryant,  aged  40  yrs.  5  mos.  4  days. 
2.  Jan.  15,  Mr.  John  Hupgood,  aged  64  yrs.  11  mos.  5  days. 
3.  Jan.  20,  Miss  Rosena  T.  Jones,  aged  15  yrs.  3  mos.  12  days. 
4.  Jan.  22,  Carrie  S.,  daughter  of  Osmau  D.  and  Mary  E.  Rich- 

ardson, aged  15  days. 
5.  Jan.  24,  Mrs.  Hannah  B.  Smith,  aged  42  yrs.  6  mos.  23  days. 
6.  Jan.  26,  Alice  P.  Hayward,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Alice  L. 

Hayward,  aged  2  mos.  23  days. 
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7.  Feb.    1,  Ada  Violetta  Gardner,  daughter  of  George  and 
Violetta  F.  Gardner,  aged  2  mos. 

8.  Feb.  15,  Mr.  William  Chaplin,  aged  55  years. 
9.  Feb.  18,  Mr.  Henry  Skinner,  aged  38  yrs. 

10.  Feb.  21,  Mr.  Luther  Hayward,  aged  57  yrs. 
11.  Feb.  21,  Mrs.  Sarah  W.  Milliiien,  wife  of  Benjamin  Milliken, 

aged  44  jvs. 
12.  March  15,  Josie  C.  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jennie  E. 

Tuttle,  aged  2  mos.  8  days. 
13.  April  6,  Mr.  Ivory  Keyes,  aged  62  yrs. 
14.  April  25,  Mrs.  Rhoda  Reed,  wife  of  Isaiah  Reed,  aged  45  yrs. 

6  mos.  8  days. 
15.  May  6,  Mrs.  Naomi  Chaffin,  widow  of  John  Cbaffin,  sen.,  aged 

86  yrs.  2  mos.  27  da3^s. 
16.  May  12,  Mr.  Edward  Wetherbee,  aged  56  yrs.  11  mos.  9  days. 
17.  May  15,  Ida  J.  Nye,  daughter  of  John  and  Clara  F.  Nye,  aged 

9  mos. 

18.  May  17,  Mr.  James  Keyes,  aged  58  yrs.  1  mo.  11  days. 
19.  May  22,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Mr.  Lowell  F.  Wood,  of  Acton, 

aged  41  yrs. 
20.  May  28,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Chaffin,  wife  of  John  Chaffin,  aged  55 

3'rs.  ]  1  mos.  2  days. 
21.  Aug.  28,  Mr.  Benaiah  Robbins,  aged  83  yrs. 
22.  Sept.  17,  Susan  P.,  daughter  of  Abel  jr.  and  Delina  Farrar, 

aged  1  day. 
23.  Oct.  7,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Tuttle,  wife  of  Varnum  Tuttle,  aged 

37  yrs. 
24.  Oct.  28,  Lylian  M.  Wilbur,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Olive 

M.  Wilbur,  aged  5  mos.  14  days. 
25.  Nov.  23,  Mrs.  Rebecca  F.  Cummings,  aged  82  yrs. 
26.  Dec.  16,  Eva  A.  Jones,  daughter  of  Aaron  M.  and  Augusta 

Jones. 
William  D.  Tuttle,  Town  Clerk. 

Acton,  March  23,  1868. 



REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 

WEST  CEMETERY. 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand,  March  15,  1867,  $18  32 
"  received  for  seven  lots  sold,  7  00 

"        "  repairing  lots,  13  33 
"       "        "  grass  and  loam,  3  20 

"       from  Town  Treasurer,  40  00 
"       "       due  committee,  1  75 

$83  60 

$22  50 30  50 
16  00 

8  96 
5  64 

$83  60 
EAST  CEMETERY. 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  March  20,  1867,  $2  00 
For  grass  sold,  5  00 
"  wood    "  1  00 
"  four  lots  sold,                  ,  4  00 

From  Town  Treasurer,  45  59 

Expenditures, 

For  grading  lots  and  avenues, 
"  laying  wall  and  grading, 
"  teams,  hauling  stone  and  gravel, 
"  posts  and  rails, 
"  marble  tablets, 

$57  59 Expenditures. 

For  mowing  and  raking  brush  and  clearing  up  grounds,  $30  00 
paint  and  labor  at  cemetery,  2  99 

"  gates,  hinges,  setting  posts  and  hanging  gates,  18  60 
Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  for  lots  sold,  4  00 
Cash  on  hand  March  2,  1868,  2  00 

$57  59 

Acton,  March  2,  1868. 
3 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  j  ̂ 
Samuel  Hosmer,  >  ̂  

Chables  Hastings,  
j^"'"'"'"'^*- 



TOWN  LIQUOE-AGENT'S  REPOET. 

Expenses  and  Amount  on  Hand  and  Bought  for  year  ending 

March  1,  1868. 

Whiskey, 
Gin, 

Alcohol, 
Rum, 

Agent's  salary. 

$148  00 53  23 
20  50 
33  63 

372  93 
25  00 

Amount  on  Hand,  March  1,  1868. 

Rum, 
Whiskey, 
Gin, 
Alcohol, 

$44  77 22  30 
10  35 
8  09 

Amount  Sold  for  year  ending  March  1,  1868. 

Rum,  $343  21 
Whiskey,  135  25 
Gin,  46  49 
Alcohol,  ,                   29  69 

Brandy,  ♦                                                  21  68  * 

Net  gain  to  town. 

$653  35 

$661  83 
$9  48 
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REPORT. 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  town  of  Acton  : 

The  Superintendent  and  School  Committee  respectfully  sub- 
mit their  Annual  Report. 

The  attention  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  is  annually  called 
to  the  condition  of  their  Common  Schools  and  the  cause  of 

education  in  their  midst.  The  purpose  to  be  accomplished  in 

this,  should  be  far  above  the  gratification  of  an  idle  curiosity, 

or  the  desire  to  find  something  to  feed  the  spirit  of  criticism 
and  censure.  That  is  not  the  wisest  course  which  seeks  to 

magnify  errors  or  increase  defects.  The  cause  of  education 

constantly  encounters  obstacles  in  its  advancement,  the  removal 

of  which  requires  the  co-operation,  not  only  of  those  immedi- 

ately connected  with  our  schools,  but  of  all  the  friends  of  educa- 

tion and  lovers  of  good  order,  morality,  and  the  elevation  of 

humanity.  Without  this  co-operation  the  work  of  removing 

these  obstacles  becomes  extremely  difi&cult  if  not  impossible. 

The  existence  of  many  defects  in  our  Common  Schools,  clearly 

indicates  a  want  of  interest  in  town,  in  the  great  subject  of 

education.  We  do  not  say,  indeed,  that  parents  are  not 

sufficiently  interested  and  anxious  for  the  education  of  their 

children,  (though  this  statement  might  be  true  in  some  instances,) 

but  that  the  real  value  and  importance  of  education  as  an 

aid  in  advancing  humanity  and  perpetuating  the  noblest  bless- 

ings God  has  given  to  man,  are  not  sufficiently  realized.  Our 

country's  freedom  can  rest  securely  on  no  other  basis.  Long 
ago  it  was  said  by  a  wise  and  good  man,  "  If  the  time  shall 
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ever  come  when  this  mighty  frabric  shall  totter;  when  the 

beacon  orf  joy  that  now  rises  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  a  sign  and  won- 
der of  the  world,  shall  wax  dim,  the  cause  will  be  found  in  the 

ignorance  of  the  people.  If  our  union  is  still  to  continue  to 

cheer  the  hopes  and  animate  the  efforts  of  the  oppressed  of 

every  nation ;  if  our  fields  are  to  be  untrod  by  the  hirelings  of 

despotism ;  if  long  days  of  blessedness  are  to  attend  our  coun- 
try in  her  career  of  glory ;  if  you  would  have  the  sun  continue 

to  shed  his  unclouded  rays  upon  the  face  of  freedom,  then  edu- 
cate all  the  children  in  the  land.  This  alone  startles  the  tyrant 

in  his  dreams  of  power  and  rouses  the  slumbering  energies  of 

an  oppressed  people.  It  is  intelligence  that  reared  the  majestic 

columns  of  national  glory,  and  this  alone  can  prevent  them  from 

crumbling  to  atoms."  We  should  not  forget  that  there  are 
great  and  important  blessings  to  be  secured,  not  only  for  our- 

selves and  our  children,  but  for  humanity,  by  advancing  the 
interests  of  education. 

We  do  not  know  as  our  town  is  behind  other  towns  of  the 

state  in  its  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  but  we  are  confi- 

dent that  duty  demands  that  we  should  not  be  idly  content  with 

the  present  condition  of  things  in  this  respect. 

The  last  published  reports  of  the  State  Board  of  education 

give  the  standing  of  the  town  so  far  as  it  can  be  shown  by  num- 
bers. 

In  the  table  showing  the  comparative  amount  of  money  appro- 
priated by  the  different  towns  in  the  State  for  the  education  of 

each  child  in  the  town  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age, 
Acton  is  the  one  hundred  and  seventieth. 

According  to  the  percentage  of  taxable  property  appropriated 

for  school  purposes,  Acton  is  the  one  hundred  and  forty-second. 

According  to  the  average  attendance  of  the  children  upon  the 

public  schools,  Acton  is  the  fifty-sixth.  This,  to  be  sure,  is 

not  a  very  bad  position  in  a  list  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  towns;  being  above  the  average  in  these  three  respects. 
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But  let  us  not  suppose  that  this  covers  the  whole  ground,  or 

that  there  is  no  room  for  improvement  in  these  respects. 

We  believe  that  the  use  of  the  scholarship  and  deportment 

cards  introduced  by  vote  of  the  town  one  year  ago,  has  had  a 

decidedly  beneficial  effect  in  stimulating  the  scholars  and  in 

bringing  Teachers  and  Parents  into  co-operation.  Their  use 

enables  the  parent  to  know  the  standing  of  the  scholar  in  the 

various  studies  pursued,  and  also  whether,  and  how  many  times 

they  are  absent  or  tardy.  We  think  they  have  generally  indica- 
ted the  correct  standing  of  the  scholars,  though  it  is  possible  that 

some  teachers  not  being  familiar  with  their  use,  have  not  been 

quite  careful  enough  in  their  numbering.  We  earnestly  recom- 

mend their  continued  use,  with  some  slight  alterations. 

The  promise  made  by  the  Superintendent,  to  publish  in  the 

annual  report  the  names  of  those  who  were  neither  absent  nor 

tardy  during  one,  two,  or  three  terms,  has  also  had  the  effect  to 

promote  constant  attendance  and  punctuality,  and  the  Roll  of 

Honor  is  presented  with  the  published  details  of  each  school. 

Besides  those  whose  names  are  given,  the  Registers  indicate  that 

there  are  many  more  who  have  striven  to  be  thus  favorably 

mentioned  and  who  are  equally  deserving  of  praise  for  their 

efforts  in  this  direction.  Quite  a  number  have  been  absent  or 

tardy  only  one  day  or  one  half  day,  and  several  of  these,  we 

have  reason  for  believing,  were  detained  by  unavoidable,  and 

sometimes  melancholy  circumstances.  We  believe  we  have 

given  the  names  of  all  those  who  came  fully  up  to  the  require- 

ments we  mentioned  at  the  opening  of  the  schools,  and  while  we 

regret  that  we  must  withhold  the  names  of  so  many  who  are 

really  deserving,  we  rejoice  that  the  list  is  so  large. 

19  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  three  terms. 

32    "        "        "       «     «^     two  " 

105    "        «         «       «     "     one  " 
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School  Buildings. 

We  presume  that  all  will  agree  in  the  statement  that  we  need 

some  better  school  buildings.  Some  of  them  are  unfit  for  the 

purposes  for  which  they  are  used,  and  there  are  none  which  of 

themselves  give  evidence  of  great  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation on  the  part  of  the  town. 

The  impression  which  they  make  upon  the  scholars  is  not 

such  as  to  lead  them  to  appreciate  the  value  and  importance  of 

education.  Much  of  the  surroundings  of  our  school-houses  is  of 

a  repulsive  character.  They  can  and  ought  to  be  made  attrac- 
tive both  externally  and  internally.  Maps  and  charts  should 

find  a  place  upon  walls  which  are  now  barren  of  every  impres- 
sion to  the  mind  except  that  of  reckless  disregard  of  propriety 

and  neatness.  More  attention  and  outlay  in  this  direction 

would  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  schools. 

Teachers. 

Without  good  teachers  we  cannot  have  good  schools.  It  is  a 

trite  saying,  but  nevertheless  a  true  one  "  as  is  the  teacher  so  is 

the  school."  The  teacher's  habits,  temper  of  mind,  devotion  to 
duty  and  interest  in  her  work,  will  make  an  impression  upon 

those  under  her  care.  How  important  that  this  impression  be 

of  the  right  kind,  and  how  important  therefore  is  it  that  great 

care  and  judgment  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  teachers  who 

are  thus  to  mould  and  direct,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the 

subsequent  course  of  our  children.  We  need  good  disciplina- 
rians. That  kind  of  discipline  is  most  desirable  which  draws 

by  love ;  and  is  vastly  more  effective  than  that  which  drives  by 

fear.  We  have  seen  teachers  who  prided  themselves  upon  their 

ability  to  govern,  who,  after  all,  were  lacking  in  the  ability  to 

create  in  their  pupils  a  love  for  good  order.  The  necessity  of 

obedience,  and  the  reasonableness  of  the  requirements  made, 

they  never  attempted  to  show.  Their  will  was  law ;  and  to  this 

the  child  must  yield  unquestioning  submission.    It  is  not  so 
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much  a  power  to  crush  the  activities  of  the  child  that  is  desira- 

ble, as  it  is  an  influence  that  can  guide  and  direct  those  activi- 
ties in  their  proper  cliannel.  It  is  not  so  desirable  that  children 

should  not  dare  to  do  wrong  as  it  is  that  they  should  not  desire 

to  do  wrong. 

We  need  also  teachers  thoroughly  qualified  for  their  work ; 

nor  is  it  always  those  who  are  generally  regarded  as  the  most 

advanced  in  scholarship  who  are  best  qualified  for  the  teach- 

er's work.  One  may  be,  as  some  of  our  teachers  have  been, 
excellent  in  the  higher  mathematics  and  other  branches,  and  yet 

be  wanting  in  a  knowledge  of  the  elements  of  language.  In  most 

of  our  schools  there  is  manifest  a  want  of  thoroughness  in  ele- 

mentary principles.  This  defect  can  only  be  remedied  by 

employing  teachers  who  are  themselves  thorough  in  this  respect, 

and  who  will  not  neglect  this,  for  that  which  may  be  better 

calculated  to  make  a  display. 

A  frequent  change  of  teachers,  though  in  some  cases  impera- 
tively demanded,  is  more  often  detrimental.  A  teacher  who  is 

well  acquainted  with  her  pupils,  who  has  already  a  knowledge 

of  their  attainments,  habits  of  study,  capacity,  and  disposition 

can  more  readily  comprehend  and  adapt  herself  to  her  work, 

than  one  who  has  all  this  to  learn.  This  must  be  apparent. 

It  is  wisdom  therefore  to  retain,  if  possible,  those  who  have 

succeeded  passably  well,  and  have  no  marked  deficiency  unless 

important  advantages  are  to  be  secured  by  change.  We  think 

some  of  our  schools  have  suffered  by  too  frequent  changes. 

School  Registers. 

Many  of  the  School  Registers  have  been  imperfectly  returned, 

and  several  teachers  have  forfeited  their  legal  claim  to  compen- 

sation by  not  making  correct  returns.  More  care  is  needed 

upon  this  work.  We  might  quote  several  unpardonable  mis- 

takes and  omissions,  but  we  forbear,  only  suggesting  that  here- 

after such  defects  ought  not  to  be  passed  over  in  silence. 
4 



26 

Text-Books,  and  Course  of  Study. 

We  believe  there  is  an  urgent  demand  for  a  revision  of  the 

text-books  in  use  in  the  town,  and  that  a  change  in  some  at 
least  can  be  made,  which  will  be  of  decided  advantage  to  the 

schools.  Those  now  in  use  have  been  used  for  several  years 

with  the  exception  of  Kerl's  Grammars,  which  were  introduced 
about  two  years  since.  Important  improvements  have  been 

made,  and  are  being  constantly  made  in  books  to  aid  the  pupil 

in  acquiring  an  education.  The  process  of  arriving  at  desired 

results  is  often  shortened,  and  the  method  of  fixing  important 

principles  in  the  mind  improved.  The  most  uninteresting  study 

can  be  made  more  or  less  attractive  by  the  manner  in  which  it 

is  presented  to  the  pupil,  and  the  most  attractive  method  is 

certainly  most  desirable.  As  it  is  unwise  to  lurnish  heavy, 

awkward,  and  clumsy  tools  to  workmen  who  are  not  sufficiently 

strong  to  use  them  to  advantage,  so  is  it  unwise  to  furnish  our 

children  with  books  beyond  their  age  and  capacity.  There  is 

a  uniformity  in  the  books  used  in  town  which  is  commendable. 

Is  there  adaptability  ?  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  change  in 

all  the  text-books  would  be  beneficial,  and  that  a  change  in 

Arithmetics  and  Grammars  is  imperatively  demanded.  In  say- 

ing this,  we  do  not  desire  to  call  in  question  the  wisdom  of 

those  by  whom  they  were  introduced.  We  know  not  how  long 

Robinson's  series  of  Arithmetics  have  been  in  use  in  this  town, 
but  we  are  confident  that  there  are  several  series  much  to  be 

preferred  to  this.  The  introduction  of  Kerl's  Grammar  may  be 
regarded  as  an  experiment;  which  has  proved  unsuccessful. 

We  have  not  seen  a  class  during  the  past  year  using  this  work, 

which  manifested  any  considerable  degree  of  interest.  Teach- 
ers, without  an  exception  have  united  in  the  opinion  that  it  is 

not  as  good  as  others.  The  continued  use  of  this  book  will,  we 

are  confident  be  followed  by  an  abatement  of  interest  in  this 

branch  of  study.  With  the  best  of  books  it  caimot  be  made 
too  attractive. 
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We  are  well  aware  of  the  complaints  and  often  opposition 

which  usually  attend  a  change  of  school-books,  and  we  think 

there  is  sometimes  ground  for  this ;  but  we  are  confident  that  a 

careful  examination  of  many  of  the  text-books  now  in  use,  and 

an  understanding  of  the  difficulties  to  be  surmounted  in  their 

use,  would  render  manifest  the  necessity  of  a  change. 

We  must  here  say  something  also  respecting  the  studies  pur- 

sued. In  most  of  our  schools  there  is  too  great  a  variety,  and 

too  many  classes.  This  is  an  evil,  altogether  too  prominent  to 

be  longer  tolerated.  Parents  should  seriously  take  this  matter 

into  consideration,  and  not  permit  their  children  to  take  up  a 

higher  study,  until  they  are  masters  of  those  which  should  pre- 

cede it.  The  laws  of  the  state  require  instruction  to  be  given 

to  all  the  children  who  may  attend  school,  in  orthography,  read- 

ing, writing,  English  grammar,  geography,  arithnietic,  the  history 

of  the  United  States,  and  good  behavior.  They  also  make  alge- 

bra, vocal  music,  drawing,  physiology  and  hygiene  elective,  as 

the  school  committee  may  deem  expedient.  Algebra  is  far 

more  generally  taught  than  history,  but  who  will  say  that  it  is 

of  more  practical  value  ?  Physiology  and  hygiene,  or  the  laws 

of  health,  are  very  much  neglected,  while  attention  is  paid  to 

geometry,  ancient  history,  and  other  of  the  branches  which  be- 
long to  the  high  school  and  academy  rather  than  the  common 

school. 

But  a  still  greater  evil  or  mistake  lies  in  the  superabundance 

of  arithmetic  in  all  our  schools,  and  upon  this  point  we  cannot 

better  express  our  ideas  than  in  the  language  of  the  school  com- 

mittee of  a  town  in  Essex  county,  in  their  report  for  1867 : 

"  Probably  more  than  half  the  time  is  devoted  to  that  great 
hobby  of  New  England  schools,  arithmetic;  while  the  remaining 

time  is  given  to  the  eight  or  ten  other  studies  usually  found  in 

our  district  schools.  The  best  classes  are  the  arithmetic  classes, 

and  the  reputation  of  the  teacher,  and  of  the  whole  school,  not 

unfrequently  rests  on  the  feats  performed  by  the  first  class  in 
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arithmetic  on  the  day  of  public  examination.  Woe  to  the 

teacher  who  has  not  a  first  class  in  arithmetic.  Arithmetic 

should  receive  its  appropriate  attention,  but  it  should  not  take 

the  time  of  other  equally  important  studies. 

"  If  the  great  problem  of  life  could  be  solved  by  any  arithmet- 
ical process,  if  children  had  no  other  faculties  than  those  of 

calculation  that  need  to  be  exercised,  then  '  The  science  of 

numbers  and  the  art  of  computing  by  them,'  might  properly 

receive  a  large  portion  of  the  pupil's  time.  But  is  it  not  quite 

as  important  that  a  child's  moral  and  perceptive  faculties  should 
be  developed  as  his  reasoning  ?  Does  not  his  usefulness,  his 

happiness  and  his  success  in  life,  depend  quite  as  much  upon  the 

right  training  of  the  former  as  of  the  latter  ?  If  so,  then  ought 

not  a  change  to  be  made  ?  That  course  of  instruction  that  will 

impart  the  greatest  amount  of  useful  information,  and  best  fit 

the  children  for  the  duties  of  life,  is  the  course  that  should  be 

adopted  by  every  teacher  

"  One  great  reason  why  self-educated  men  are  practical  work- 
ers is  that  they  learn  nothing  they  do  not  want  to  use,  and  so 

learn  it  well.  Concentration  gives  them  strength.  Napoleon 

dispensed  with  tents  and  luggage  in  his  great  armies,  taking 

only  what  he  wanted  to  use  —  the  sword  and  the  bayonet.  It 

seems  to  me  —  and  the  conclusion  has  been  growing  stronger 

each  year,  during  twelve  years'  experience  in  public  school 
teaching,  that  much  that  children  are  required  to  learn  might  be 

omitted  with  little  detriment  to  them.  A  matter-of-fact  teacher 

would  look  at  his  work  in  something  of  this  manner:  These 

boys  are,  most  of  them,  to  become  farmers,  mechanics  and  la- 
borers. All  the  scholastic  education  they  receive  will  be  gained 

here.  These  girls  will,  most  of  them  become  the  wives  of  far- 
mers, mechanics  and  laborers.  What  instruction  is  absolutely 

essential  to  these  boys  and  girls  to  fit  them  for  the  duties  of 

life  ?  First  they  must  learn  to  read,  write  and  spell  the  Eng-  ji 

lish  language.    These  are  often  sadly  neglected.    Almost  every  j 
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man,  in  whatever  occupation  engaged,  is  called  upon  to  write 

more  or  less  every  day  of  his  life.  Writing  involves  spelling, 
aud  both  are  unmistakable  evidences  of  culture  or  want  of  it. 

Teach  these  thoroughly.  They  are  of  vastly  more  practical 
value  than  arithmetic  —  the  trite  and  venerable  maxim  that  the 

study  of  arithmetic  is  the  best  discipline  of  the  mind,  to  the 

contrary  notwithstanding.  A  knowledge  of  arithmetic  sufficient 

to  enable  men  and  women  to  keep  accounts  correctly,  will  suf- 

fice, letting  alone  the  mental  discipline  of  the  reasoning  facul- 

ties, so  often  harped  about." 
We  think  the  following  also  froni  the  school  Reports  pub- 

lished by  the  Board  of  Education  for  1866,  is  worthy  of  con- 

sideration: "The  correct  use  of  the  English  language  is  a 
most  desirable  accomplishment,  and  is  worth  a  long  and  patient 

practice,  even  if  for  its  sake  we  should  shorten  the  time  devoted 

to  other  studies.  For  example,  considering  the  small  practical 

value  of  difficult  arithmetical  processes  to  the  great  mass  of 

men,  might  we  not  profitably  adopt  a  shorter  and  simpler  course 

of  instruction  on  this  subject  ?  " 
Our  large  arithmetics  contain  much  that  might  be  useful  to 

a  professor  of  mathematics,  but  a  smaller  amount  might  suffice 

for  the  wants  of  men  engaged  in  the  common  pursuits  of  life. 

And  may  it  not  be  because  we  undertake  to  teach  too  much  and 

teach  it  imperfectly,  that  after  all  the  study  of  arithmetic  in 

schools,  men  of  business  construct  their  own  rules,  and  from 

their  own  experience  learn  accuracy  and  despatch  ?  Long  ago 

an  eminent  educator  said,  "  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  teach  too 
much  mathematics.  Our  children  begin  at  five  and  continue 

the  study  of  arithmetic  and  kindred  subjects  till  sixteen.  May 

not  a  part  of  this  time  be  better  spent  in  acquiring  a  ready  con- 
trol of  the  resources  of  our  language  ?  All  men  have  occasion 

to  express  their  thoughts,  and  in  this  country,  perhaps,  more 

than  elsewhere,  the  power  of  correct  and  vigorous  expression 

is  indispensable."     Let  us  carefully  consider  this  matter  and 
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adopt  that  course  which  will  best  fit  the  rising  generation  for 

the  practical  duties  of  active  live. 

We  cannot  speak  of  the  schools  in  town  the  past  year,  com- 
pared with  former  years,  but  we  think  they  have  generally 

improved  to  an  extent  which  would  satisfy  reasonable  expecta- 
tions.   Let  us  strive  to  make  them  still  better. 

E.  DAVIS,  Superintendent. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teachers. 

Summer —  Carrie  E.  Lawrence. 

Fall,  " 
Winter  —  Josie  L.  Hosmer. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Summer  —  34,  average  29, 

Fall  — 35,  "  32. 

Winter  — 37,      "  3L 

Length  of  School. 

Summer  —  2  mouths. 

Fall  — 2  J 

Winter  — 3  " 

Wages  of  Teachers  per  Month. 

Summer  —  $24  per  month. 

Fall  — $24        u  u 

Winter  — $22  " 

The  teacher  of  the  Summer  and  Fall  terms,  having  been  con- 

nected with  the  school  for  several  previous  terms,  was  well  pre- 
pared to  enter  at  once  upon  that  course  which  would  secure  the 

permanent  advancement  of  those  under  her  care.  The  advantages 



31 

derived  from  retaining  a  successful  teacher  were  apparent  in 

these  terms.  The  teacher  aimed  at  thoroughness,  and  the 

examination  at  the  close  of  the  Fall  term  clearly  manifested  her 

success  in  this  aim.  Miss  Hosmer,  who  had  charge  of  the 

Winter  terra,  had  never  taught,  and  did  not  readily  comprehend 

the  teacher's  work,  but  made  much  improvement  in  the  progress 
of  the  school,  and  the  examination  was  commendable  to  teacher 

and  pupils. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 

Three  Terms  —  Susie  Tuttle,  Nellie  J.  Hanscom,  Jenny  E. 

Berry,  Etta  Taylor,  Lizzie  Roth,  Willie  Richardson. 

Two  Terms  —  Sophia  C.  Fletcher,  Katie  J.  Kingsley. 

One  Term  —  Hattie  Reed,  Rosie  Jones,  Anna  Pike,  Luella 

Smith,  James  Tuttle,  Arthur  Pike,  Frank  Pike,  John  Roth 
Wilbur  Fisk. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

HIGHER  DEPARTMENT. 

Teachers. 

Summer  —  Miss  Priscilla  Little. 

Fall—       "         "  " 

Winter  —  Mr.  Omar  W.  Folsom. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars, 

Summer  —  22;  average,  20. 

.    Fall— 20;  "  19. 

Winter  — 45;       "  38. 

Length  of  School. 

Summer  —  2  months. 

Fall  — 2 

Winter  ̂ 3  " 
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Wages  of  Teachers. 
Summer- — $27  per  month. 

Fall  — $27  " 

Winter  — -  $46    "  " 

Miss  Little,  who  had  charge  of  the  Summer  and  Fall  terms 

was  an  earnest,  faithful,  and  industrious  teacher.  She  aimed  to 

have  all  recitations  thoroughly  understood,  and  in  this  suc- 
ceeded to  a  great  degree.  The  most  prominent  defect  in  her 

method  is  in  teaching  too  much,  —  in  not  leaving  enough  to  be 

done  by  the  pupil.  The  true  aim  of  education  should  be  to 

develop,  cultivate  and  strengthen  the  mind,  rather  than  to  pour 

into  it  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge.  The  winter  term,  under 

the  care  of  Mr.  Folsom,  at  its  commencement  gave  promise  of 

accomplishing  much  good  work,  but  a  spirit  of  insubordination 

and  disregard  of  propriety  detracted  from  its  prosperity.  The 

examination  was  creditable  to  teacher  and  pupils,  but  not  so 

much  so  as  it  would  have  been  with  a  deeper  interest  on  the 

part  of  the  pupils. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  Terms  —  Josie  Forbush. 

Two  Terms  —  Ada  C.  Davis,  Lizzie  S.  Taylor,  Davis  Richard- 
son, S.  Taylor  Fletcher. 

One  Term  —  Almeda  Litchfield,  Theresa  Kingsley,  Ida  M. 

Pike,  Allie  Burnham,  Elvira  A.  Wheeler,  Herbert  Blodget,  Wil- 

lie C.  Jones,  Simeon  D.  Taylor,  Cljarles  Barton,  Charles  Rich- 
ardson, Jonathan  P.  Blodget. 
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WEST  SCHOOL. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teachers. 

Summer  —  Miss  M.  Rebecca  Nason. 

Fall —  "       "  " 

and  Miss  Mattie  E.  Ayres. 

Winter  —  Miss  Mattie  E.  Ayers. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Summer —  32  ;  average,  28. 

Fall—      32;       "  30. 

Winter  —  31;       "  29. 

Length  of  Schools. 
Summer  —  2  months. 

Fall—      2i  " 

Winter—  3  " 

Wages  of  Teacher. 

Summer  —  $22  per  month. 

Fall—        22   "  " 

Winter—    24   "  " 

This  school  has  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  prosperity  during 

the  year.  Miss  Nason  conducted  the  school  during  the  summer 

and  part  of  the  fall,  with  marked  success.  She  possessed  those 

peculiar  qualities  which  fit  her  for  such  a  position.  In  her 

teaching  and  discipline,  she  was  ever  mindful  of  the  fact  that 

those  under  her  care  were  children,  and  not  men  and  women. 

Having  an  opportunity  to  enter  a  wider  field  of  usefulness, 

she  left  the  school  during  the  fall  term,  and  Miss  Ayres  suc- 

ceeded her.  During  the  remainder  of  the  fall  and  the  whole  of 

the  winter  term,  she  conducted  the  school  with  good  results. 

The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term  indicated  com- 

mendable progress,  and  showed  a  good  degree  of  interest. 
5 
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Roll  of  Honor, 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 

Three  Terms — George  Mead. 

Two  Terms — George  Hutchings,  John  Hoar. 

One  Term — Ida  McDonald,  Inez  Wyman,  Cornelia  Hayward, 

Cordelia  Hayward,  Jennie  Eager,  Eddie  Hayward,  Wallace 

McDonald,  Willie  Teel,  Elsworth  Hapgood,  Irving  Hapgood. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Teachers. 

Summer  —  Miss  Sarah  A.  S.  Taylor. 

Fall  —        "    Edna  L.  Whitcomb. 

.  Winter  —    "    Jennie  H.  Ayres. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Summer  —  33  ;  average,  30. 

Fall—  32;  "  30. 

Winter  —  31 ;       "  27. 

Length  of  School, 

Summer  —  2  months. 

Fall—      2  J  " 

Winter—  3  " 

Wages  of  Teachers. 

Summer  —  $24  per  month. 

Fall—      $24    "  " 

Winter  —  $28    "  " 

All  the  teachers  employed  in  this  school  the  past  year,  had 

had  considerable  experience  in  teaching.  Those  of  the  summer 

and  fall  terms  had  acquired  a  commendable  reputation  in  an 

adjoining  town,  and  being  considerably  acquainted  in  the  dis- 
trict, commenced  their  terms  under  favorable  circumstances. 
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The  teacher  of  the  summer  term  labored  under  the  disadvantage 

of  somewhat  impaired  vocal  power.  Her  pupils  seemed  to  be 

sj^mpathetically  affected,  and  the  school  did  not,  as  a  conse- 

quence, appear  as  interesting  as  it  otherwise  would.  Good 

progress  was  made  in  most  of  the  studies,  and  some  excellences 

were  apparent.  The  examination  of  the  fall  term  showed  still 

farther  improvement,  and  during  the  term  we  were  much  pleased 

with  Miss  Whitcomb's  manner  of  teaching  and  governing.  Thor- 
oughness in  the  recitations  was  a  prominent  feature  during  the  term. 

The  teacher  of  the  winter  term  had  the  advantage  of  extensive 

experience,  and  came  well  recommended.  The  progress  of  her 

school  rendered  apparent  her  power  to  control  her  pupils,  and 

was  less  marked  with  insubordination  than  had  been  some  pre- 

vious terms.  Considerable  progress  was  apparent  in  most  of 

the  studies  pursued,  and  the  examination,  which  was  well  at- 

tended, and  conducted  with  order,  was  regarded  as  evidence  of 
a  successful  school. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  Terms  —  Lizzie  A.  Eager,  Flora  S.  Davis. 

Two  Terms  —  Emma  A.  Mead,  Nellie  G.  Hoar,  Lizzie  G. 

Rowell,  Sumner  Wright,  Horace  E.  Whitcomb,  Lewis  C.  Has- 
tings, Frank  S.  Davis,  Edwin  E.  Davis. 

One  Term — Lilla  A.  Hayward,  Florence  Hayward,  Emma 

Hall,  Lizzie  M.  Robinson,  Jennie  Kingsley,  Nellie  Taylor,  Charles, 

H.  Teel,  George  Gardner,  Frank  Derby. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

HIGHER  DEPARTMENT. 

Teachers. 

Miss  Mary  Stacy, 

"    Lizzie  A.  Chase. 

"    Lucy  M.  Emery. 

Summer  — 

Fall  — 

Winter  — 
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Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Summer — 27;  average,  25. 

Fall—      28;       <^  25. 

Winter—  38;       "  37. 

Length  of  School. 
Summer  —  2  months. 

Fall—      2  J  " 

Winter  —  3  " 

Wages  of  Teachers. 

Summer  —  $28  per  month. 

.Fall—      $28  " 

Winter—  $33   ̂ '  " 

This  school,  through  the  year,  has  been  under  the  care  of  good 

teachers.  Miss  Stacy,  who  taught  the  spring  term,  was  a  supe- 

rior teacher,  —  thoroughly  qualified,  —  of  pleasing  manners, 
and  refined  and  correct  taste.  Her  school  was  well  man- 

aged, and  the  influence  and  spirit  of  the  teacher  was  appar- 
ent in  the  general  deportment  of  the  pupils  out  of  school  as 

well  as  in.  The  progress  in  the  studies  pursued  was  even  and 

thorough,  and  all  that  ought  to  be  desired.  The  fall  term, 

though  hardly  equal  to  the  other  two,  was  marked  by  some 

favorable  features,  and  the  examiuation  was  satisfactory. 
The  winter  term  was  one  of  unusual  interest  and  eminent 

success.  We  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  teacher 

and  school.  In  this  school  there  are  a  great  variety  of  studies, 

and  it  has  been  difficult  so  to  classify  it  as  not  to  throw  a  heavy 

burden  on  the  teacher.  It  ranks  first  in  town  in  respect  to  the 

advancement  of  the  pupils. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  terms — Ellen  M.  Hosmer,  Emma  Hosmer,  Julien  A. 

Mead,  Ains worth  Hastings. 
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Two  terms  —  Henry  A.  Mead^  Clifford  Barrett. 

One  ̂ em  — Estella  A.  Mead,  Jennie  Wheeler,  Ella  Whitcomb, 

Alice  R.  Barrett,  Nellie  M.  Rowell,  Maria  P.  Hastings,  Frank 

0.  Leland,  Sherman  H.  Barrett,  Walter  Hastings,  Warren  H. 

Mead,  Frank  C.  Hayward,  Webster  Hayward. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Teachers, 

Summer  —  Miss  Victoria  Willis. 

Fall,  " 
Winter — Miss  Ella  A.  Bacon. 

Whole  JSlumher  of  Scholars, 

Summer — ^8,  average  26. 

Fall—      31,      "  27. 

Winter  —  42.      "  39. 

Length  of  School, 
Summer  —  2  months. 

Fall—      2i  " 

Winter—  3  " 

Wages  of  Teachers. 

Summer  —  $20  per  month. 

Fall—      $20    ̂ '  " 

Winter—  $26    "  " 

Both  of  the  teachers  in  this  school  were  beginners.  Primary 

Schools  are  invariably  trying  to  a  teacher,  often  taxing  the 

patience  severely.  But  few  teachers  achieve  marked  success  in 

a  Primary  School.  This  requires  a  peculiar  adaptedness  for  the 

position,  which  we  do  not  often  find.  Miss  Willis  possessed  a 

good  degree  of  acquired  ability,  and  entereql  upon  her  task  with 
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earnest  wishes  for  success,  but  did  not  find  herself  fully  pre- 

pared to  meet  and  overcome  all  the  obstacles  she  was  unex- 

pectedly called  to  encounter.  Consequently  the  schools  were 

not  as  successful  as  they  might  have  been.  Miss  Bacon,  though 

like  her  predecessor,  wanting  in  experience,  became  more 

readily  master  of  the  situation."  Comprehending  more 
readily  the  nature  of  her  work,  she  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  to 

accomplish  it.  She  won  the  kind  regard  of  her  pupils,  and  led 

them  along  with  cheerfulness,  in  the  way  of  improvement. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
Three  Terms  — 

Two  Terms —  Charles  Worster,  Michael  Hannon. 

One  Term  —  Mary  Haggerty,  Mary  Phelan,  Lizzie  Richard- 
son, Willie  Dow,  Alonzo  Dow,  Frank  Taylor,  George  Worster, 

John  Haggerty,  Willie  Warren,  Norman  Davidson. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Teachers. 

Summer  —  Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner. 

Fall—        "       "     "  " 

Winter  —     "    Juliette  A.  Osgood. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

Summer  —  28  ;  average,  27. 

Fall—  36;  32. 

Winter  —  33;       "  30. 

Length  of  School. 
Summer — 2  months. 

Fall—       2i  ■ 

Winter—  3  « 
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Summer 

Fall  — 

Winter - 

The  summer  and  fall  terms  were  under  the  care  of  Miss 

Faulkner;  and  to  say  this,  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  the 

schools  were  eminently  successful.  Though  she  has  her  own 

method  of  teaching,  we  found  her  ready  to  adopt  practical  sug- 
gestions made  by  the  Committee.  The  thorough  training  of  the 

pupils  in  the  elements  of  language,  and  vocal  exercises,  mani- 
fested itself  in  clear  and  distinct  enunciation.  Thoroughness 

was  a  marked  feature  of  this  school.  The  mental  powers  of  the 

pupils  were  constantly  active  to  an  unusual  degree,  and  compre- 
hended the  studies  pursued.  Miss  Osgood,  who  had  never 

taught  before,  could  hardly  be  expected  to  make  good  the  place 

occupied  by  one  who  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  pupils 

and  experienced  in  teaching.  She  entered  upon  her  winter's 
work  with  an  earnest  desire  to  succeed.  Her  acquired  abilities 

were  amply  sufficient  to  warrant  success,  and  although  the 

school  necessarily  appeared  to  a  disadvantage  when  compared 

with  previous  terms,  yet  we  by  no  means  regard  it  as  a  failure. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  terms  —  Lucy  A.  Jones,  Mary  F.  Worster. 

Two  terms  —  Hannah  Worster,  M.  Minnie  Jones,  Georgie  A. 
Gates. 

One  Term  —  Hattie  E.  Fletcher,  Nellie  Phelan,  Jennie  A, 

Tuttle,  Emma  M.  Conant,  Nellie  A.  Hannon,  Lizzie  E.  Fletcher, 

Julia  Haggerty,  Carrie  J.  Clough,  Anna  Law,  Nelson  Haynes, 

Sidney  L.  Richardson,  Willie  Rynn,  Eddie  F.  Conant,  Wilbur 
Jones. 

Wages  of  Teacher, 

—  $26  per  month. 

$26  "  " 

—  $26  "  " 
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SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

HIGHER  DEPARTMENT. 

Teacher. 

Miss  Amelia  D.  Cumstock,  all  the  terms. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars, 

Summer  —  31,  average,  29. 

Fall—     30;     «  26. 

Winter— 39;     "  35. 

Length  of  School. 

Summer  —  2  months. 

Fall—     2i  " 

Winter  —  3i  " 

Wages  of  Teachers. 

Summer  —  $27  per  month. 

Fall—      $27  "  " 

Winter—  $33    "  " 

This  school  during  the  year  has  been  under  the  supervision 

of  the  same  teacher,  and  in  an  eminent  degree  has  shown  the 

advantages  to  be  derived  by  retaining  teachers  who  know  their 

pupils,  and  who,  consequently  must  have  more  interest  in  them 

than  a  stranger  would  be  likely  to  have.  Miss  Comstock's 
method  of  teaching  is  such  as  is  admirably  calculated  to  make 

thorough  scholars.  She  has  not  aimed  at  display,  a  result  too 

often  secured  by  mere  superficial  teaching,  but  has  thoroughly 

instilled  principlos  into  the  minds  of  her  pupils.  We  have 

never  witnessed  or  heard  of  a  spirit  of  insubordination  existing 

on  the  part  of  any  of  the  scholars.  The  quiet,  amiable 

disposition  of  the  teacher,  her  entire  devotedness  to  her  work, 

and  the  ready  compliance  of  her  pupils  with  her  requirements, 

and  their  studious  habits  combined  together,  have  made  this 
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school  eminently  successful  during  the  year.  There  has  been 

no  abatement  of  interest ;  and  the  examination  at  the  close  of  the 

winter  term  clearly  indicated  that  this  school  ranks  first  in  town, 

in  regard  to  the  advancement  made  during  the  past  year. 

Roll  of  Honor, 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  Terns  — Anna  A.  Tuttle,  Willie  E.  Wood. 

Two  Terms  —  Sophia  E.  Symonds,  Nellie  L.  Tuttle,  Ellen  L. 
JoneS;  Clarence  H.  Jones,  Charles  C.  Larrelle. 

One  Term  —  Etta  Prentiss,  Hattie  E.  Jones,  Mary  E.  Blood, 

Mary  A.  Rynn,  Margaret  J.  Maillain,  Georgie  E.  Tuttle,  Hattie 

E.  Handley,  Danie  F.  Hayward,  Frank  H.  Jones,  Samuel  Jones, 

Frank  Conant,  George  C.  Conant,  Charles  E.  Fuller,  Jonathan 

P.  Fletcher,  James  P.  Brown,  Burton  H.  Butte,  Frank  J. 
Butte. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Teachers. 

Summer — Mrs.  Angie  W.  Harris. 

Fall—  " 
Winter  —  Miss  Ella  S.  Randall. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Summer —  14;  average,  11. 

Fall—  13;  "  11. 

Winter  —  20;       "  17. 

Length  of  School, 

Summer  —  2  months. 

Fall  —       2  " 

Winter  —  ̂   " 
6 
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Wages  of  Teachers. 

Summer  — 

Fall  — 
Winter  — 

The  summer  and  fall  terms  of  this  school  gave  marked  evi- 
dence of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  retaining  a  teacher 

who  understands  her  work  and  is  acquainted  with  those  under 

her  care.  Every  effort  made  by  teacher  and  pupils  was  in  the 

right  direction,  and  the  result  was  regular  progress.  In  point 

of  nearly  all  the  essentials  of  a  good  school,  this,  we  think, 

stands  first  in  town.  Under  the  care  of  Miss  Randall,  during 

the  winter  term,  the  school  made  all  the  progress  which  was  to 

be  reasonably  expected,  though  perhaps  not  quite  as  much  as  it 

would  have  made  under  the  former  teacher,  and  in  saying  this 

we  would  not  in  the  least  disparage  the  interest  or  ability  of  the 

teacher  of  the  winter  term.  With  the  experience  and  acquaint- 
ance with  the  pupils  possessed  by  her  predecessor,  we  doubt 

not  her  success  would  have  been  more  remarkable.  It  is  not 

often  that  teachers  succeed  so  well  in  their  first  term.  We 

were  much  gratified  by  the  examination  of  the  school  at  the 
close  of  the  winter  term. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  Terms  — 

Two  Terms  —  Cora  Rouillard,  Granville  Rouillard,  Freddie 
Rouillard. 

One  Term  —  Irving  A.  Flagg. 
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EAST  SCHOOL. 

Teachers. 

Summer  —  Miss  Emma  Wetherbee. 

Fall,  "       "  " 

Winter-—     "    Charlotte  A.  Button. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Summer  —  33,  average  27. 

Fall—  29,  ̂ '  23. 

Winter  —  40,     "  34. 

Length  of  School. 

Summer  —  2 J  months. 

Fall—      2J  « 

Winter—  3^     "  . 

Wages  of  Teachers. 

Summer  —  $24  per  month. 

Fall—      $24  " 

Winter  —  $33    "  " 

The  summer  and  fall  terms  were  under  the  care  of  Miss 

Emma  Wetherbee.  She  had  never  taught  before,  except  a  pri- 
vate school  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  same  neighborhood.  These 

schools  were  not*  as  successful  as  they  would  have  been  had  the 
teacher  possessed  more  accurate  acquirements  and  the  advant- 

ages of  experience  by  which  she  had  profited.  There  was  a 

want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  manifest  at  the  ex- 

amination of  the  fall  term.  Miss  Dutton,  who  had  charge  of 

the  winter  term,  had  had  experience  in  teaching,  and  was  more 

successful.  She  gave  the  school  a  good  start  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. She  infused  not  a  little  of  her  own  earnestness  into  her 

pupils,  and  many  of  them  became  very  much  interested  in  the 

studies  pursued,  and  consequently  made  marked  improvement. 
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Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  Terms  — 

Two  Terms  —  Susie  A.  Wetherbec. 

One  Term — Emma  Perkins,  Amelia  F,  Perkins,  Lizzie  M. 
Perkins,  flattie  A.  Harris,  Elvira  S.  Giles,  Sarah  F.  Robbins, 
Roswell  Wetherbee. 

SOUTHEAST  SCHOOL. 

Teachers. 

Slimmer  and  Fall  —  Miss  Martha  T.  Whitcomb. 

Winter—  "    Ellen  0.  Clark. 

Whole  Number  of  Scholars. 

Summer  and  Fall  —  25  ;  average,  18. 

Winter—  31;       "  27. 

Length  of  School. 

Summer  and  Fall  —  4J^  months. 

Winter—  3  J  " 

Wages  of  Teachers. 

Summer  and  Fall  —  $26  per  month. 

Winter—  $32   "  " 

This  school  though  interrupted  in  the  Summer  by  a  contagious 

disease  in  the  vicinity,  made  good  advancement  in  all  the  terms. 

Both  teachers  employed  seemed  to  understand  their  work,  and 

heartily  to  engage  in  it.  Five  scholars  have  attended  this  school 

from  Concord,  and  seven  from  Sudbury.  We  were  notified  by 

the  Committee  of  Concord  that  they  had  made  ample  provision 

for  the  education  of  their  scholars  in  their  own  town,  and  should 

object  to  paying  for  their  schooling  in  Acton.    We  were  also 
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informed  that  the  town  of  Sudbury  had  declined  to  render  com- 
pensation for  the  schooling  of  those  from  that  town.  We  did 

not,  however,  refuse  them  admission  to  the  school.  One  of  the 

parents  in  Sudbury  at  least,  has  expressed  a  willingness  to  pay 

a  reasonable  sum  for  the  privileges  enjoyed  in  this  school,  and 

this  may  be  the  case  with  otliers.  It  would  relieve  the  commit- 

tee from  some  embarrassment  if  this  matter  could  be  amicably 

adjusted  by  the  towns  interested. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  following  scholars  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for 

Three  Terms  —  Lester  N.  Fletcher. 

Two  Terms  — 

One  Term  —  Winnie  Dole,  Etta  Johnson,  John  H.  Dawson, 
E.  Eddy  Fletcher,  Walter  Chaffin. 

Acton,  March,  1868. 

E.  DAYIS,  Chairman. 

0.  W.  Mead, 

John  Fletcher,  2d, 

Calvin  Harris, 

Isaac  T.  Flagg, 

Charles  Little, 

Luther  Piper, 

School  Committee, 

GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town  for  School . 

purposes,  for  1867-8     .....  $2,325  00 
Income  from  the  State  School  Fund    -       -       -  164  84 

Total,  for  School  purposes     -       -       -  $2,489  84 
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Divided  as  follows,  viz:  Centre,  $450.45;  West,  $645.10; 

South,  $645.10;  North,  $244.68;  East,  $255.82;  South- 

East,  $244.67. 

Number  of  children  reported  by  the  assessors  be- 

tween the  ages  of  5  and  15      -       -       -       -  302 

Number  attending  school  in  the  year  under  5        -  4 

Number  attending  school  in  the  year,  15  and  over  89 

Number  of  different  scholars  of  all  ages  who  have 

attended  school  in  town  in  the  year  -       -       -  427* 
In  the  Centre,  90;  West,  113;  South,  127;  North, 

21 ;  East,  42  ;  South  East,  34*. 
Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar 

reported  by  the  assessors       ....  $7  70 

Whole  sum  of  money  used  for  School  purposes  di- 

vided by  the  whole  number  of  scholars  who  have 

attended  school  in  the  year        -       -       -       -       $5  83 

For  amount  expended  in  repairs  of  school  buildings, 

see  Selectmen's  Report,  p.  3. 

Including  5  from  Concord  and  7  from  Sudbury. 
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FINANCIAL. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages, 
Paid  for  fuel, 
Incidentals, 
Deficiency  last  year. 
Balance  to  new  account. 

$450  45 

$414  00 
22  09 

1  05' 

1  53 
11  78 

$450  45 

$450  45 

Charles  Little,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, 
Balance  from  last  year, 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages. 
Paid  for  fuel. 
Care  of  school-room, 
Sundries, 
Balance  to  new  account. 

$645  10 1  81 

$588  00 
43  97 
7  00 
4  30 
3  64 

$646  91 

$646  91 

O.  W.  Mead,  Committee, 

SOUTH  SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation,  $645  10 
Balance  from  last  year,  2  63   $647  73 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $586  75 
Paid  for  fuel,  34  52 
Care  of  school-room  and  fires,  8  25 
Balance  to  new  account,  18  21   $647  73 

Luther  Piper,  Committee. 
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NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $244  68 
Balance  from  last  year,  1  59 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $213  50 
Paid  for  fuel,  16  00 
Incidentals,  5  53 
Balance  to  new  account,  11  24 

$246  27 

$246  2' 

Isaac  T.  Flagg,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $255  82 
Balance  from  last  year,  3  82 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $235  50 
Paid  for  fuel,  16  50 
Balance  to  new  account,  7  64 

1259  64 

$259  64 
Calvin  Harris,  Committee, 

SOUTHEAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, $244  67 
Balance  from  last  year, 2  00 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages. $221  00 
Paid  for  fuel. 20  00 

Care  of  school-room  and  fires. 6  00 

$247  00 
Deficiency  this  year. 33 

$246  67 

$246  67 
John  Fletcher,  Committee. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 

Receipts. 

Amount  received,  $16,886  94 

EXPENDITURES. 

Support  of  Schools. 

Paid  L.  W.  Stevens,  for  West  school,  $638  16 
L.  W.  Piper,  for  South  do.,  638  IG 
Charles  Little,  for  Centre  do.,  445  60 
George  Wilde,  for  South-east  do.,  242  05 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  for  North  do.,  242  05 
Calvin  Harris,  for  East  do.,  253  07 

Repairs  of  School-Houses. 

Paid  George  Wilde,  for  shingling  South-east 
school-house,  $70  94 

Bo.,  for  repairs  on  South-east  school- 
house,  2  75 

Do.,  for  chair,  broom,  pail  and  dipper,  1  92 
Do.,  for  crayons  and  book,  77 
L.  W.  Piper,  for  repairs  on  South  school- 
house,  4  51 

Do.,  fox  chair,  brooms,  pails,  crayons  and 
dipper,  4  97 

L.  W.  Stevens,  for  repairs  on  West  school- 
house,  3  10 

Do.,  for  stove  for  West  school-house,          14  00 
Do.,  for  brooms,  crayons,  &c.,                     3^  75 
Calvin  Harris,  for  repairs  on  East  school- 
house,  4  05 

Charles  Little,  for  repairs  on  Centre  school- 
house,                                                 12  50 

Do.,  for  brooms,  crayons,  &c.,  3  50 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  for  repairs  on  North  school- 
house^  15 

Do.,  for  pail,  dipper  and  crayons,  1  40' 

$2,459  09 



Books  and  Printing. 

Paid  Benj.  Tolman,  for  printing  warrants, 
"         "       "        "  Selectmen's 

report, 

Do.,  for  printing  Selectmen's,  Town 
Clerk's,  and  School-Committee's  reports, 

Do.,  for  printing  Teachers'  cards. 
Do.,  for  printing  Rules  for  the  protection 

of  school-houses, 

William  D.  Tuttle,  for  Collector's  book, 
L.  W.  Piper,  for  teachers'  books, 
for  printing  road  notices. 

Roads  and  Bridges. 

Paid  Daniel  Tuttle,  for  labor  on  road, 
Benjamin  Hapgood,  for  breaking  roads, 
Alonzo  Tuttle,  "        "  " 
Francis  Hay  ward,  "  "  " 
Charles  F.  Richardson  "  " 
Barzillia  H.  Lawrence,  "  " 
Frank  Hosmer,  "  " 
John  F.  Blood,  " 

"     "     "       for  repairing  sluice, 
Andrew  Hapgood,  for  breaking  roads, 
Israel  H.  Giles,      "  " 
Luke  J.  Robbins,    "  " 
Francis  Kinsley,  for  repairing  sluice  in 
South  Acton, 

Daniel  L.  Veazey,  for  repairing  sluice  oxx 
Lowell  road, 

Ambrose  Heald,  teaming  stone  for  same, 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  lumber  for  railing 
bridges, 

Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  nails  and  labor  on 
bridges, 

W.  E.  Faulkner,  for  breaking  roads, 
Joel  H.  Conant,  for  labor  on  the  road, 
Luther  Billings,  for  breaking  roads, 
Tilley  Robbins,  for  labor  on  the  road, 
For  lumber  for  Powder  Mill  Bridges, 
For  labor  and  nails  for  " 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  for  building  road  from 
the  Turnpike  to  near  his  house, 
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Highway  Surveyors. 

S129 

80 
Tiinipl  T-i^lpf.pliOT* 

u  ̂  

00 yjyj 
John  F  Rlood 19 90 

OKI K  F  Fnllpr X  vo 15 
L.  W.  Piper, 40 
A.  L.  Tuttle, 

28 

05 Daniel  Harris, 
68 

42 
W.  H.  Reed, 82 91 
Charles  Wheeler, 

60 30 

Charles  Robbins, 19 

50 

Obed  A.  Symonds, 
David  M.  Handley, 

36 
60 

33 77 
Silas  Conant  and  J.  E.  Billings,  for  Benjamin 

Hapgood, 21 

90 

$762 '62 EoA'DS  BY  Order  of  County  Commissioners. 

Paid  Simon  Tuttle,  for  repairing  and  building 
road  from  the  centre  of  the  town  to  the 
Cemetery,  $500  00 
Francis  Kinsley,  for  repairing  road  near 
the  house  of  J.  K.  Putney,  300  00 

John  Grimes,  for  repairing  road  near  El- 
bridge  Robbins'  saw-mill,  200  00 

Thomas  Moore,  for  repairing  road  near 
Concord  line,  150  00 

J.  E.  Billings,  for  repairing  road  near  the 
houses  of  Luther  Davis,  Jonathan 
Wheeler,  Charles  Robbins,  Geo.  Keyes, 
and  near  the  Centre  Cemetery,  169  59 

Daniel  Harris,  for  material  and  labor 

railing  the  road  near  Elbridge  Robbins' 
saw-mill,  96  65 

Daniel  Harris,  for  widening  sluice,  7  00 
"       "  ditching  for  the  same,       1  50 

"        "       "  repairing  road  near  the 
house  of  J.  E.  Billings,  44  68 

Luke  Smith,  for  building  and  repairing 

bridges  near  Elbridge  Robbins'  saw-mill,  1 70  00 
Do.,  for  blasting  and  teaming  ledge  near 

the  house  of  S.  F.  Hosmer,  42  18 
Henry  M.  Smith,  for  Dry  Bridge,  100  00 

,781  60 
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Discount  and  Abatement  on  Taxes. 

Paid  John  E.  Cutter,  for  discount  on  taxes 
for  1868,  $475  59 

John  E.  Cutter,  for  abatement  of  taxes 

for  1867,  86  56  "   $5^2  15 

Appropriations  for  Soldiers  and  Families. 

Paid  Soldiers,  for  May  Drill  and  Fall  Encamp- 
ment, $1,590  90 

Alson  E.  Sumner,  27  00 
Hiram  W.  Wetherbee,  18  00 
Eebecca  C.  Wright,  85  33 
Hattie  W.  Wilder,  96  00 
Rebecca  Bigelow,  96  00 

$1,913  2^. 

Support  op  Poor. 

Paid  For  medical  attendance  and  supplies  for 
Mrs.  Murphy,  $13  50 

Express  on  Rufus  Tenny's  trunk,  50 
A.  Farrar,  expenses  to  Westboro',  for  Geo. 
Bullard,  2  80 

Mrs.  N.  F.  Haynes,  for  supplies,  34  62 
Coffin  and  robe  for  child,  10  00 

Dr.  French,  attending  Haynes'  family,  10  00 
Sarah  B.  Childs,  for  fuel,  16  00 
Journey  to  Maiden,  respecting  Haynes 
family,  3  00 

for  assistance  rendered  travellers,  5  75 
^'  support  and  burial  of  Asa  Oliver,  48  32 
*'  George  W.  Robbins,  at  Reform  School,  13  00   $157  49 

Interest  on  Notes. 

Paid  Augustine  Conant,   interest,  $240  00 
James  E.  Billings,        "  131  47 
Cyrus  Conant,             "  120  00 
Frederick  Rouillard,     "  102  00 
David  M.  Handley,       "  102  00 
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Paid  Daniel  Harris,  interest,  48  32 
Joel  Hanscomb,  "  40  80 
Lydia  R.  Keys,  "  36  00 
John  R.  Whitcomb,  30  00 

Calvin  Harris,  "  24  00 
James  A.  Billings,  "  12  00 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  6  00 

$892  59 

Town  Officers. 

Paid  Rev.  Edwin  Davis,  for  examining  teach- 
ers, superintending  schools,  and  mak- 

ing report, 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  taking  inventory, 
copying  and  making  taxes, 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  for  services  as  Town-Clerk, 
Elisha  H.  Cutler,  for  taking  inventory 
and  making  taxes, 

Luther  R.  Forbush,  for  taking  inventory 
and  making  taxes, 

J.  E.  Cutter,  for  collecting  taxes, 
James  E.  Billings,  for  services  as  Select- man, 

Jonas  K.  Putney,  do.,  do., 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  do.,  do., 
Town  Committee,  for  expenses  incurred 
in  opposing  the  annexation  of  West 

Acton  to  Boxboro',  1,498  99 

>85 
00 

50 
00 

25 
00 

25 00 

25 
00 

80 00 

36 00 14 50 

20 00 

$1,859  49 

Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

Paid  James  Tuttle,  for  rent  of  school-room,       $50  00 
Cutler  Brothers,.  "  "  "  50  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  for  summoning  thirty 
persons  to  take  the  oath  of  office,  3  75 

Geo.  W.  Sawyer,  for  taking  care  of  town  clock,  10  00 
"       "  cleaning  clock,  1  50 
"       "  20  galls,  oil  for  Town  Hall,  10  70 
"       "  coal,  9  84 
"       "  eight  chimneys,  1  00 
"          washing  floor,  3  00 
*'       "  one  broom,  50 

opening  T.Hall  37  times,  27  75 
tolling  bell  for  ten  deaths,  2  00 
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Paid  N.  S.  Faulkner,  for  tolling  bell  for  17  deaths 
in  1867-8,  3  40 

H.  J.  Hapgood,  for  tolling  bell  for  5  deaths,  1  00 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  attending  21  funerals 
with  hearse,  52  50 

Do.,  for  recording  and  making  return  to 
Town-Clerk,  of  32  deaths,  3  20 

William  D.  Tuttle,  for  journey  to  S ad- 
bury,  to  make  out  election  return  of 
Representative,  2  50 

Do.,  for  recording  16  marriages,  2  40 
Do.,           "        31  deaths,  5  10 
Do.,  "  collecting  and  recording  33  births,  9  90 
Do.,  for  recasting  grade  of  road  from  Ac- 

ton Centre  to  Cemetery,  5  00 
for  express,  postage  and  stationery,  9  72 
"   Horse-cart  for  Town  Farm,  67  00 
*'   Hay-wagon  "      "       "  19  50 
"   paper  hangings  for  Almshouse,  3  54 

whitewashing               "  3  50 
"   nails  for  shingling        "  2  47 
' '   moving  logs  from  highway  near  Francis 
Robbins'  saw-mill,  5  00 

$365^  n 

Cemetery  Expenses. 

Paid  Charles  Hastings,  for  West  Cemetery,  $25  OO 

CONDITION  OF  THE  TREASURY,  FEB.  26,  1869. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury^  Feb.  26, 1868^ 
$3,658 

19 
State  Tax  for  1868, 

1,840 
00 

County  Tax  for  1868, 848 55 
Town  Grant  for  1868, 

3,500 

00 
Town  Grant  for  Schools, 

2,325 

00 

Town  Grant  for  Highways, 900 
00 

Highway  Deficiencies^ 88 
04 

Overlay  on  Taxes, 175 22 
Militia  Bounty, 

1,565 

50 

Corporation  Tax, 868 28 

State  Aid  to  Jan.  1st,  1868, 613 
00 
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State  Scliool  Fund,  134  OD 
Liquor  Licenses,  125  00 
Liquor  Tax,  11  62 
Pedlers'  License,  6  00 
School  ni@ney  from  town  of  Stow,  2  54 
Use  .of  T@wn-Hall,  54  00 
From  town  of  Lincoln,  for  support  and  burial 

of  Asa  Oliver,  48  32 
iKecei¥-ed  from  Town  Farm,  123  5^ 

$16,886  94 

Expenditures. 

Support  of  Schools, 
$2,459 

09 
Repairs  on  School-houses, 

128 31 

B<!>0k«  and  Printing, 
138 45 

R^ads  and  Bridges, 621 
97 

Highway  Surveyors, 762 62 

Roads,  as  per  order  County  Commis- 
sioners, 

1,781 

60 

Discount  and  Abatement  on  Taxes, 562 15 
Appropriation  for  Soldiers  and  Families, 

1,913 
23 

Supp(^rt  of  Poor, 157 
49 

Intei-est  on  Notes, 892 59 
Town  Officers, 
Misce3)laneous  Expenses, 1,859 

49 
365 77 

Cemestcry  Expenses, 25 
00 

State  Tax, 
1,840 

00 
Coiunty  Tax, 848 

55 
 f 14,356  31 

Balance  m  tke  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1869,  $2,530  63 

Financial  Condition  of  the  Town,  Feb.  26,  1869. 
Dr, 

Tobalancedueasperreport,Feb.26, 1869,     $2,530  63 
Amount  due  from  State,  for  aid  furnished 

soldiers  and  their  families,  407  00 
Amount  due  from  the  State  for  rent  of 
Armory^  150  00 

  $3,087  63 

2 



10 

Amount  Due  on  Notes. 
Cr. 

By  Cash  of  Ebenezer  Conant, 
Joel  Hanscom, 
Augustine  Conant, 

David  M.  Handley,  ' John  R.  Whitcomb, 
James  A.  Billings, 
Calvin  Harris, 
Lydia  R.  Keyes, 
Isaac  T.  Flagg, 
Daniel  Harris, 
James  E.  Billings, 
Frederick  Rouillard, 

 $15,151  63". 

$2,058 
OO 700 
40 

4,116 
00 

1,745 

90 

536 
50 

202 
60 

202 60 

627 
60 

105 
50 

840 86 

2,237 
57 

1,778 

10^ Balance  against  the  Town,  Feb.  26,  1869, 
without  including  the  balance  due  as 

per  Overseers'  Report  for  1869,  or  a 
balance  of  about  $550,  due  for  re- 

pairing roads,  as  per  order  of  the 
County  Commissioners,  $12,064  00 

James  E.  Billings,.     \  Selectmem 
Jonas  K.  Putney,       >  of 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  j  Acton.. 

Acton,  February  26,  1869. 



REPORT  OF  THE 

EECEIPTS    AND  EXPENDITtlEESv 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Yeae  Ending  April  1st,  1869. 

Articles  on  Hand  April  1st,  1869. 

13  cows,  $880.00  ;  1  horse,  250.00  ;  6  tons  hay,  108.00,. f  1,238  00^ 
28  bus.  oats,  2L00  ;  60  bus,  corn,  66.00 ;  1  shote,  30.00\.   117  00 
23  fowls,  1725:  28  M.  skewers,  21.00;  50  lbs.  ham,  9.©0,   47  25 
125  lbs.  pork,  22.50  ;  3  bbls.  soap,  15.00 .;  2  bbls.  apples,  TM^.  44  50 
50  lbs.  soap-grease,  3.00  ;  80  lbs.  lard,  16.00  ;  pickles,  I.OO,  20  00 
10  bus.  potatoes,  8.00  ;  18  do,  ashes,  3.60  ;  1-2  lb.  tea,.  .60,  12  20 
lot  skewer  timber,  2.00  ;  12  lbs.  apples,  1.20 ;  25  lbs. 

candles,  4,50,  7  70 

$1,486  65- 

Receipts. 

IFormilk,  $1,172,86;  apples,  190.87;  sweet  corn,  1.5Cl\,  $1,365  23= 
cow,  42.00  ;  calves,  47.25  ;  pork,  20.67,  109  92 
potatoes,  27.00  ;  berries,  32.73  ;  eggs,  8,74,  68  47 
skewers,  51.25;  grapes,  1.68;  squashes,  1.00,  53  93 
poultry,  4.10  ;  use  of  wagon,  3.50,  7  60> 
keeping  pedler,  .50  ;  pickles,  ,25,  75 
iron,  .86,  keeping  colt,  8.40,  9  26 

$1,615  16 Cash  from  Town  Treasury,  86  50 

(11) 
$1,701  6  a 
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Expenditures. 

Tor  cows,  $253.00  ;  shotes,  30.75  ;  potatoes,  28.65,         $312  40 
meal,  29,23  ;  rice  meal,  95.36  ;  oil  meal  and 

shorts,  221.02,  345  ev 
grinding  grain,  6.66;  sugar,  26.42;  butter,  84.50,  117  58^ 
fish,  21.07;  beef,  92.98;  flour,  82.20,  196  25' 
cheese,  21 J7  ;  tallow,  3.24;  beans,  9.39,  34  60' 
molasses,  31.15;  tobacco,  12.47;  bread,  3.89,  47  51 
clothing,  18.32  ;  knives  and  forks,  2.62  ;  oats,  9.00,  29  94 
tripe,  4.62;  plaster  Paris,  6.53;  potash,  12.31,  23  46 
horse-cart,  67.00 ;  hay-wagon,  19.50;  boots  and 

shoes,  12.12,  98  62 

"blacksmith's  bill,  11.68;  barrels,  8.63;  pasturing,  13.59,  33  90 
tea,  18.25;  coffee,  7.07;  salt,  7.65;  oil,  3.70,  36  67 
super-phosphate,  16.89;  tools,  28.50;  spice,|2.94,  48  33 
expense  to  Boston,  9.15  ;  grass-seed,  11.07,  20  22 
medicine,  .25  ;  tin- ware,  1.05  ;  straw,  .52  ;  rope,  .90,  2  72 
Ibridle,  5.00  ;  tugs,  4.00  ;  mending  harness,  .57,  9  57 
skewer  timber,  3.75  ;  filing  saw,  30  ;  soap,  1.30,  5  35 
pails,  1.75;  ox-labor,  3.00;  cream  tartar,  .80,  5  55 
making  cider,  1.00 ;  newspaper,  1.70  ;  mason  work,  1.50,  4  20 
butchering,  .75  ;  labor,  1.05  ;  use  of  bull,  3.50  ;  nails,  .97,  6  27 
Ink,  .10;  wnegar,  2.00;  saltpetre,  .06;  starch,  .29,  2  45 
matches,  1.30  ;  rice,  .39  ;  saleratus,  .50  ;  stove  polish  .10,  2  29 
■crockery,  .40;  snuff,  .45;  brush,  .37;  wicking,  .43,  1  65 
brooms,  L45  ;  clothes  pins,  .08  ;  flypaper,  .25  ;  glue  .14,  1  92 
vspider,  .50;  bucket,  .45;  raisins,  1.25,  castings,  1.06,  3  26 
services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abel  Earrar,  Jr.,  360  00 

"       James  E.  Billings,  6  00 
"       Jonas  K.  Putney,  6  00 

J.  IL  W.  Wefcherbee,  6  00 

$1,768  32 Amount  of  inventory,  April  1st,  1868,  $1,455  96 

Intjerest  on  farm,    '  239  40 

.  $3,463  68 

JRecapitulation. 

Amount  of  receipts,  $1,701  66 
Amount  of  expenditures,  1,768  32 

Amount  due  from  Town  Treasury  to  balance  account^ 
$66  66 
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.  Total  amount  of  expenditures,  $1,768  32 
Amount  of  inventory  April  1st,  1868,  1,455  96 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

Total  amount  of  receipts,  $1,615  16 
Amount  of  inventory  April  1st,  1869,  1,486  65 

$3,463  68 

1,101  81 

$361  87 
Expense  of  victualing  foreigners,  17  20 

Total  amount  of  supporting  poor  at  Almshouse,  $344  67 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  foreigners)  supported  in 
the  Almshouse,  8  ;  average  number,  4  3-4 ;  present  number,  6  ; 
cost  per  week,  $1,40. 

Acton,  April  Ist,  J 8 §9, 

James  E.  Billings,      \  Overseers 
Jonas  K.  Putney,        >  of 
J.  K,  W.  Wetherbue,  j  Poor^ 



TOWN-CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  ACTON,  IN  1868. 

No.  Date  of  Birth.     .  Name  of  Child.  Parents'  Names. 
1.  Jan.  21,  Florian  W.  Fiske,  son  of  James  W.  and  Maria  Fiske. 
2.  Feb.  2,  Herbert  Ernest  Reed,  son  of  George  and  Anna  E. 

Reed. 
3.  Feb.  23,  George  F.  Richardson,  son  of  Edward  F.  and  Frances 

H.  Richardson. 
4.  March  10,  Joseph  Chesson  Parker,  son  of  Edwin  C.  and 

Hannah  H.  Parker. 
5.  March  23,  Eugene  Lazelle  White,  son  of  Abram  and  Marietta 

E.  White. 
6.  March  26,  Mary  Calanan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ellen 

Calanan. 
7.  April  10,  Hattie  Belle  Harris,  daughter  of  Frank  E.  and  M. 

Sophia  Harris. 
8.  May  2,  Etta  Augusta  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Alonzo  L.  and 

Ellen  C.  Tuttle. 
9.  May  5,  Fred  Walter  Gilmore,  son  of  Walter  A.  and  Emma  A. 

Gilmore. 
10.  May  5,  Daniel  McCarthy,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  McCarthy. 
11.  May  23,  Emma  Elvira  Fiske,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan 

A.  Fiske. 

12.  May  27,  William  Schoular  Randall,  son  of  Freeman  L.  and 
Amelia  A.  Randall. 

13.  June  1,  Frank  Emerson  Wood,  son  of  Winthrop  E.  and 
Lydia  A.  Wood. 

14.  June  6,  Arthur  Bradford  Davis,  son  of  William  B.  and  S. 
Maria  Davis. 

15.  June  8,  Arthur  Harris  McDonnell,  son  of  Albert  and  Tina 
McDonnell. 

16.  June  10,  Carrie  Maria  Dunn,  daughter  of  Waldo  G.  and 
Fannie  M.  Dunn. 

17.  June  18,  James  Roland  Wetherbee,  son  of  D.  James  and 
Augusta  A.  Wetherbee. 

18.  June  21,  Carlton  Carroll  Conant,  son  of  Silas,  Jr.  and  Cath- 
erine Conant. 

(14) 
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19.  June  23,  Ellen  Elizabeth  Lane,  daughter  of  Morris  and  Mary 
Lane. 

20.  June  24,  Josie  Ida  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and  Jennie 
E.  Tuttle. 

2L  Aug.  13,  Martha  Chandler  Pratt,  daughter  of  Windsor  F. 
and  Mary  Pratt. 

22.  Aug.  16,  Minnie  Gertrude  Bassett,  daughter  of  Joseph  R. 
and  Clara  Bassett. 

23.  Sept.  13,  Eugene  Lazelle  Hall,  son  of  Delette  H.  and  Susan 
A.  Hall. 

24.  Oct.  4,  Charles  Carlton  Taylor,  son  of  Moses  and  Mary  E. 
Taylor. 

25.  Oct.  10,  Ann  Maria  Coughlin,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet Coughlin. 

26.  Oct.  15,  Minnie  H.  Brooks,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Harriet 
E.  Brooks. 

27.  Oct.  31,  Ellen  Raddin,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannah 
Raddin. 

28.  Nov.  5,  A  daughter  to  Charles  A.  and  Martha  E.  Crampton. 
29.  Nov.  16,  Margaret  Paulina  Schouler,  daughter  of  William 

and  Elizabeth  Schouler. 
30.  Nov.  17,  Harry  Grant  Robbins,  son  of  Luke  J.  and  Mary 

W.  Robbins. 

31-2.  Nov.  22,  John  and  James  Dooley,  twin  children  of  Rich- 
ard and  Johanna  Dooley. 

33.  Dec.  16,  A  daughter  to  E.  A.  and  Nellie  Albee. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  186^. 

No.   Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  the  Parties. 

.1.  Jan.  1,  Mr.  Levi  H.  Robbins  and  Miss  Mary  C.  Tuttle,  both 
of  Acton. 

2.  Jan.  16,  Mr.  Aaron  C.  Handley  and  Miss  Lydia  W.  Tuttle, 
both  of  Acton. 

3.  Jan.  27,  Mr.  John  A.  Walker,  of  South  Groton,  and  Miss 
Betsey  Maria  Whitcomb,  of  Boxborough. 

4.  March  25,  Mr.  Isaiah  Reed  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Davison 
both  of  Acton. 

5.  May  3,  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Chamberlain, 
both  of  Acton. 

6.  April  22,  Mr.  William  A.  Ingham,  of  Lowell,  and  Miss 
Nancie  H.  Fletcher,  of  Acton. 

7.  April  30,  Mr.  Horace  R.  Hosmer,  and  Miss  Carrie  H.  Smith, 
both  of  Acton. 
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8.  May  12,  Mr.  Stephen  A.  Oglesby,  of  Marion,  and  Miss  Lanra 
E.  Durkee,  of  Acton. 

9.  June  2,  Mr.  Edwin  Newton  and  Miss  Georgianna  S.  Clough, 
both  of  Acton, 

10.  June  14,  Mr.  Jolm  Wliitcomb,  of  Harvard,  and  Miss  Hellen 
P.  Tower,  of  Stow. 

11.  July  11,  Mr.  William  H.  Brooks  and  Miss  Lucy  R.  Stearns, 
both  of  Stow. 

12.  Sept.  3,  Mr.  Charles  J.  Willis,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A, 
McDowell,  of  Littleton. 

13.  Sept.  5,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Hanscom  and  Miss  Ora  L.  Jones, 
both  of  Acton. 

14.  Nov.  8,  Mr.  Edwin  R.  Rouillard,  of  Boston,  and  Miss  Eliza 
A.  Harris,  of  Acton. 

15.  Nov.  22,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Cash,  and  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Davis, 
both  of  Acton. 

16.  Dec.  2,  Mr.  Isaac  G.  Reed,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Jane  Maria 
Broatch,  of  Middletown,  Conn. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON,  IN  1868. 
No.   Date  of  Death.  Names  of  Deceased. 

1.  Jan.  15,  Mr.  Maverick  Wyman,  aged  79y.  2m. 
2.  Jan.  21,  Widow  Hannah  Rouillard,  aged  84y.  11m.  4d. 
3.  Jan.  22,  Mr.  Nathan  Buttrick,  aged  81y.  4m.  18d. 
4.  Jan.  26,  Widow  Sally  Robbins,  aged  81y. 
5.  Jan.  26,  Ana  Sophia  Jones,  daughter  of  Elnathan,  Jr.,  an 

Elizabeth  Jones,  aged  2y.  8m.  6d. 
6.  Jan.  27,  Mr.  Aaron  Chaffin,  aged  76y.  4m.  24d. 

7.  Feb.  7,  Mr.*Stevens  Hayward,  Esq.,  aged  81y.  11m.  28d. 8.  Feb.  23,  Lizzie  Etta  Mellen,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lizzi 
Mellen. 

Feto,  18,  Helen  Lizzie  Davis,  daughter  of  William  W.  an 
Martha  C.  Davis,  aged  3y.  8m.  14d. 

10.  Feb.  29,  Mr.  William  Conant,  aged  58y.  3m. 
11.  Mar,  2,  Widow  Nancy  Sweatt,  aged  78y.  8m. 
12.  Mar.  8,  Mr,  Simeon  Conant,  aged  77y.  8m.  16d. 
13.  Apr,  7,  Mrs.  Susan  A.  Mead,  wife  of  Oliver  W.  Mead,  age 

28y.  10m.  17d. 
14.  Apr,  10,  Mr.  Asa  Oliver,  aged  59y. 
15.  Apr.  11,  Mr.  Jolm  Brown,  aged  54y.  8m. 
16.  Apr.  20,  Mr.  Jonathan  B.  Davis,  aged  78y.  5m.  22d. 
17.  Apr.  22,  Widow  Nancy  Sprague,  aged  70y.  8m. 
18.  June  19,  Nellie  J.  Fletcher,  aged  27y.  2m. 
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19.  July  14,  Mr.  Michael  Shiirrey,  aged  66y. 
20.  July  17,  At  Hamilton,  Mo.,  Mr.  Emory  A.  Symonds,  aged 

22y.  Im.  17d. 
21.  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Calvin  Taylor,  aged  74y.  Gra. 
22.  Sept.  2,  Mrs.  Sarah  Wild,  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Wild,  aged 

81y. 

23.  Oct.  19,  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Brooks,  wife  of  Henry  Brooks, 
aged  33y. 

24.  Oct.  22,  Minnie  H.  Brooks,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Harriet 
E.  Brooks,  aged  7d. 

25.  Oct.  26,  Mr.  John  Cobleigh,  aged  74y. 
26.  Oct.  28,  Mr.  John  Davey,  aged  80y.  4m.  7d. 
27.  Nov.  16,  George  Farwell  Richardson,  son  of  Edward  F.  and 

Frances  H.  Richardson,  aged  8m.  21d. 
28.  Dec.  22,  Hattie  M.  Fuller,  aged  27y. 
29.  Dec.  30,  Mr.  Luther  Davis,  aged  Sly.  3m. 
30.  Sept.  10,  At  Stoneham,  Mr.  Elijah  C.  Brown,  aged  59y.  8m. 

lOd. 
31.  March  20,  At  Lowell,  Mrs.  Nancy  Parker,  wife  of  Elbridge 

G.  Parker,  aged  41y.  9m.  20d. 

William  D.  Tuttle,  Toivn-CIerk. 

Acton,  March  20,  1869. 
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REPOET. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton  : 

Your  School-Committee  feel  able  to  report  the  condition 
of  our  schools  during  the  year,  as  on  the  whole,  prosperous. 

We  say  this,  although  several  of  our  teachers  have  partially 
or  wholly  failed,  and  the  best  of  them  would  be  the  first  to 

acknowledge  their  own  distance  from  perfection. 

Yet  of  the  twenty-one  teachers  employed  in  town  during 

the  year,  at  least  two-thirds  should  be  classed  as  excellent 
and  successful,  and  at  least  one  third  of  the  whole  number 

deserve  still  higher  praise.  When  we  consider  the  combina- 

tion of  qualities  necessary  to  make  a  first-rate  teacher,  it  will 
seem  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  so  large  a  proportion 
of  ours  have  been  more  than  excellent.  Four  of  the  schools 

have  not  changed  teachers  during  the  year,  so  that  seventeen 

teachers  have  been  employed  for  seven  schools.  Some 

changes  are,  of  course,  unavoidable,  as  good  teachers  leave 

the  profession,  or  those  have  been  employed  who  are  found 

to  be  ill  adapted  to  their  work.  But  the  advantage  to  a 

school  of  haying  a  good  permanent  teacher  has  been  abund- 
antly demonstrated,  and  the  Committee  would  make  every 

effort  to  retain  those  who  prove  themselves  well  fitted  for 
their  places. 

We  have  spoken  of  teachers  as  if  the  success  or  failure  of 

a  school  rested  with  them  entirely,  but  we  do  not  forget  the 

aid  that  may  be  given  in  either  direction  by  parents  and 
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pupils.  A  teacher  of  experience  and  tact,  with  good  physical 

health  and  a  willingness  to  work,  will  have  a  good  school  in 

the  face  of  opposition  and  discouragement.  On  the  other 

hand  a  young  teacher,  or  one  too  modest  to  properly  govern 

a  school,  may  yet  succeed  well,  if  she  can  have  the  aid  and 

sympathy  of  all  those  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  school. 

Very  few  who  have  not  tried  it  appreciate  the  amount  of  hard 

work  required  in  one  of  our  common  schools.  We  speak,  of 

course,  of  a  teacher  who  feels  her  responsibility,  and  does  all 

in  her  power  to  benefit  her  pupils. 
Unless  the  mind  of  the  teacher  is  active  and  wide  awake, 

the  scholars  are  sure  to  be  dull  and  listless.  If  the  teacher 

passes  lightly  over  the  hard  places  in  the  lessons,  the  scholars 
will  do  no  better.  Then  the  teacher  has  need  of  ready  tact 

and  the  quickest  perception  to  govern  well  the  children  with 

differing  temperaments  and  different  home  training.  She 
must  be  patient  with  the  dull  ones,  sharp  to  look  after  the 

roguish,  and  watchful  lest  she  show  partiality"  to  the  bright 
and  the  docile. 

No  wonder  that  the  inexperienced  teacher  should  some- 
times think  the  task  too  hard — that  she  should  become  con- 

fused and  disheartened — then  give  up  trying  to  have  things 
right,  and  only  go  the  round  of  daily  duties  with  as  little 
trouble  as  possible.  It  is  then  that  visits  to  the  school  by 

the  parents,  and  encouraging  words  can  do  great  good. 
The  teacher  sees  that  some  one  takes  an  iiiterest  in  the  school — 

that  she  will  receive  the  reward  of  praise  and  gratitude  if  it 

is  deserved,  and  will  not  so  easily  endure  idleness  and  dis- 
order, when  there  are  others  to  observe  it  beside  herself. 

In  the  statistical  table  subjoined,  we  have  added  a  column 

showing  the  number  of  visits  by  parents  and  others,  exclud- 

ing the  Superintendent's  visits,  during  each  term. 
We  should  be  sorry  to  state  how  large  a  proportion  of 

those  small  numbers  represent  children,  and  persons  out  of 

the  district.    We  respectfully  urge  parents  to  be  more  atten- 
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tive  to  this  matter,  and  to  visit  their  schools  at  least  once 

every  term.  They  will  certainly  find  their  own  interest  in 
the  school  increased,  as  well  as  that  of  their  children,  and, 

having  seen  for  themselves,  will  not  be  obliged  to  depend 

upon  ''they  say"  for  a  knowledge  of  what  is  done  in  the 
school-room.  Seeing  too,  the  difficult  work  of  the  teacher, 
they  will  be  more  inclined  to  sympathize  with,  and  help  her. 

As  directed  by  vote  of  the  town  last  year,  the  Committee 

had  reprinted  the  ' '  Rules  for  the  preservation  of  School- 

Houses,"  and  posted  copies  in  every  school.  In  some  in- 
stances, teachers  have  neglected  to  fulfil  strictly  their  re- 

quirements, but  we  think  that  less  injury  has  been  done  this 

year,  than  in  some  former  years. 

The  only  change  in  text-books  made  during  the  year  has 

been  tliQ  substitution  of  Guyot's  for  Cornell's  series  of 
Geographies.  The  latter  had  been  a  long  time  in  use  in  our 

schools,  and  some  parts  of  the  old  edition  were  absolutely 

worthless.  The  new  edition  was  an  improvement,  but  so 
different  from  the  old  as  to  make  different  classes  in  the  same 

grade  almost  a  necessity.  Some  change  was  demanded  and 

as  Prof.  Guyot's  series  seemed  to  the  Committee  superior  to 
any  other,  it  was  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 

year. 
The  method  of  teaching  the  subject  in  the  new  book  was 

so  difierent  from  that  to  which  both  teachers  and  scholars  had 

been  accustomed  that  at  first  the  change  was  not  agreeable  to 

all.  But,  after  one  year's  trial  the  Committee  believe  the 
experiment  fully  justified,  and  that  we  have  only  begun  to 

realize  the  good  results  coming  from  the  change. 

We  have  in  Guyot's  books  <'  map  questions  sufficient  to 
compel  a  careful  examination  of  the  map — a  method  of  map- 
drawing,  furnishing  to  every  pupil,  irrespective  of  any  special 

taste  for  drawing,  the  means  of  making  an  accurate  map  " — 
and  a  description  of  the  physical  features  of  the  various  coun- 

tries at  once  clear,  picturesque  and  exhaustive. 
4 
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It  is  the  design  of  Prof.  Guyot  that  map^drawing  shoul(J 
hold  a  promiuent  place  in  Geographical  teaching,  and,  in  some 

of  our  schools,  good  progress  has  been  made  in  that  direc- 
tion. It  is  confidently  expected  that  more  will  be  done  as 

our  teachers  become  better  acquainted  with  the  methods  so 

fully  described  in  their  text-books. 

We  have  sadly  felt  the  need  of  wall  maps,  and  it  is  the  in- 

tention of  the  Committee  to  supply  the  want  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. It  seems  to  us  that  we  cannot  afford  to  leave  our 

school-rooms  destitute  of  such  constant  and  impressive, 

though  silent  teachers.  Two  of  the  school-houses,  the  North 

and  East,  retain  their  sets  of  Powle's  Outline  Maps,  nearly 
or  quite  complete.  In  the  others,  no  vestige  remains,  though 
it  is  presumed  that  all  were  supplied  at  the  same  time.  This 

fact  is  no  encouragement  for  furnishing  new  ones,,  but  it  is 

hoped  that  such  careless  destruction  may  be  prevented  in  the 

future,  especially  if  the  maps  are  in  constant  use,  and  regard- 
ed as  helps  by  the  scholar.  This  appears  to  be  the  case  in 

the  two  districts  mentioned,  and  what  can  be  done  there,  is 

not  impossible  in  other  districts. 

The  same  reason  that  required  a  change  in  Geographies 

renders  some  change  in  Eeaders  necessary — namely,  a  new 
edition,  largely  introduced  into  the  schools,  with  different 

paging  and  some  new  matter.  In  this  case  we  deem  it  the 
better  plan  to  introduce  entirely  new  books,  as  the  old  ones 

have  become  very  familiar  from  long  use,  and  the  less  ad- 

vanced classes,  especially,  would  feel  more  interest  in  some- 
thinsr  new.  A  better  classification  also  mio^ht  be  accom- 

plished,  as  many  scholars,  anxious  for  some  change,  have 

been  using  books  altogether  above  them. 

Centre  School. 

In  the  higher  department  the  teacher  for  the  summer  and 
fall  terms  was  Miss  C.  E.  Lawrence,  who  had  before  earned 
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a  high  reputation  in  the  district,  by  teaching  well  for  several 
terms  in  the  primary  department.  She  proved  herself 

equally  active  and  capable  in  the  more  advanced  school.  She 

was  willing  to  work  hard  herself  and  so  incited  her  scholars 

to  diligence.  At  the  examination  the  school  appeared  to  be 

perfectly  regulated,  and  in  good  working  order.  All  the 

classes  showed  thorough  instruction  and  good  progress.  The 

pieces  selected  for  recitation  were  excellent  and  well  recited. 

Mr.  Luther  Conant  took  charge  of  the  winter  term,  and 

entered  upon  his  duties  with  his  accustomed  energy.  His 

well-known  success  as  a  teacher  makes  any  praise  here  super- 
fluous. He  knows  exactly  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it  in 

the  best  manner.  The  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  the 

neighborhood  about  the  middle  of  the  term,  diminished  the 

attendance  very  much  and  the  school  was  closed  from  Jan. 

20th  to  Feb.  23d.  Notwithstanding  the  interruption  the 

term  was  a  very  profitable  one  to  the  scholars,  and  good  pro- 
gress was  made. 

Miss  Ella  F.  Lawrence  taught  the  primary  department 

during  the  summer  and  fall,  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the 
district. 

In  the  winter  term  Miss  Etta  Eouillard  taught  the  first 

seven  weeks,  and  Miss  S.  F.  Wright  the  remaining  three 

weeks.  Both  these  teachers  were  beginners,  and  the  school 

made  less  advancement  than  would  have  been  expected  under 

teachers  of  more  experience. 

West  School. 

The  higher  department  has  had  two  superior  teachers,  and 

fully  sustained  its  good  reputation.  During  the  summer  and 
fall  Miss  Emery  continued  to  conduct  the  school  with  an 

amount  of  physical  and  mental  vigor  that  few  can  equal.  It 

was  her  aim  to  have  her  pupils  understand  thoroughly  the 
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subjects  gone  over,  and  to  think  for  themselves.  Her  own 

energy  and  enthusiasm  could  not  fail  to  stimulate  the  minds 

of  her  scholars,  and  it  was  a  source  of  much  regret  to  the 

Committee  that  other  duties  compelled  her  to  resign  her  po- 
sition at  the  close  of  the  fall  term.  We  can  only  hope  that 

she  may  be  equally  useful  and  successful  in  another  sphere. 
Miss  Conant  succeeded  her  and  made  the  winter  term  a 

pleasant  and  profitable  one.  She  has  had  much  experience 

as  a  teacher,  is  active  and  eflSicient.  There  are  many  good 
scholars  in  this  school  and  the  examination,  which  was  well 

attended,  was  an  occasion  of  much  interest.  The  reading 
classes  especially,  showed  excellent  drill,  and  the  readiness 

and  clearness  of  the  answers  from  all  the  classes  gave  evidence 

that  no  branch  had  been  neglected.  The  dialogues,  compo- 
sitions, and  recitation  of  select  pieces  would  have  been  called 

good  in  a  High-School  or  Academy.  At  the  close  of  the 
exercises  the  teacher  received  from  her  pupils  two  vases  filled 

with  beautiful  flowers,  a  very  pleasant  evidence  of  mutual 

sympathy  and  co-operation. 

Intermediate  Depai'tment. — Miss  Whitcomb  had  charge  o 
this  division  during  the  summer  and  fall.  We  knew  tha 

she  was  a  well  qualified  teacher,  with  considerable  experienc 

and  expected  a  superior  school.  In  some  departments  o 

study  our  expectations  were  not  disappointed.  In  other 

we  thought  her  method  of  teaching  defective.  .  Still,  fair  pr" 
gress  was  made,  and  the  examination  was  worthy  of  prais 
in  many  particulars.  We  noted  an  apparent  want  of  i 

terest "  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  perhaps  chargeable  in  com 
degree  to  their  age,  but  indicating  also  a  lack  of  earnestne 
and  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 

The  winter  term  was  opened  by  Miss  Hazelton,  of  Ply" 
outh,  N.  H.,  a  teacher  of  some  experience  and  thoroug 

education.  She  worked  hard,  though  almost  discourage 

from  the  first,  for  while  she  was  well  qualified  to  instruct 
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she  lacked  the  requisite  tact  to  govern  such  a  school.  Find- 
ing herself  unable  to  make  the  term  profitable,  she  resigned 

her  place  after  one  month,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Dra- 

per. The  general  appearance  of  the  school  was  at  once  im- 
proved, and  satisfactory  progress  was  made  during  the 

remainder  of  the  term.  The  examination  was  well  attended 

though  the  day  was  very  stormy  and  the  classes  generally 

appeared  very  well.  The  recitation  of  select  pieces,  and 

dialogues  gave  a  pleasant  variety  to  the  exercises. 
The  primary  school  was  a  decided  success.  Miss  Newhall 

begun  the  year,  a  young  teacher,  with  no  experience,  but  at 

once  gave  evidence  of  being  well  fitted  for  the  work  she  had 

undertaken.  The  school  was  always  found  in  good  order, 

and  the  children  occupied  with  something  useful.  Decided 

improvement  was  manifest  at  each  examination,  and  the  num- 
ber of  pleased  spectators  present  showed  that  the  faithful 

teacher  was  not  unappreciated.  The  school-room  was  un- 
comfortable and  unsightly,  but  for  all  that  it  was  a  pleasant 

place  to  visit,  for  it  was  kept  nfeat  and  tidy,  and  the  occu- 
pants seemed  always  bright  and  happy.  We  hope  Miss 

Newhall  may  continue  long  in  the  same  school,  for  good 

teachers  are  nowhere  more  needed  than  in  the  primary  de- 
partments. 

South  School. 

Miss  Comstock  has  retained  her  place  in  the  advanced  sec- 
tion of  this  school  throughout  the  year,  and  uninterrupted 

good  progress  has  been  made.  The  teacher  insists  upon 

exactness  and  thoroughness,  so  that  comparatively  little 

ground  is  gone  over,  but  the  scholars  do  more  studying  than 

in  most  schools  where  longer  lessons  are  given,  and  the 
examinations  showed  that  the  work  undertaken  had  been 

well  accomplished.    We  marked  several  of  the  recitations  at 
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the  last  examination  as  worthy  of  special  praise,  but  will 

only  mention  the  reading  in  concert  by  the  whole  school, 

and  the  gymnastic  exercises  with  dumb-bells.  We  would 
like  to  see  the  latter  in  all  of  our  schools.  We  take  pleasure 

in  adding,  in  behalf  of  the  scholars,  that  they  seemed  equally 

interested  with  the  teacher  in  making  their  school  as  nearly 

perfect  as  possible. 

In  the  Intermediate  department  Miss  Hapgood  has  proved 

herself  a  competent  and  faithful  teacher.  Her  constant  kind- 

ness and  gentleness  assured  her  scholars  that  she  was  inter- 
ested in  their  welfare,  and  in  return,  they  regarded  her  with 

gratitude  and  affection.  We  sometimes  thought  that  she 
showed  too  much  tolerance  of  heedlessness  both  in  recitation 

and  deportment,  for  the  best  good  of  her  school,  and  we  often 

felt  a  lack  of  life  and  enthusiasm  in  both  teacher  and  pupils. 

But  there  was  abundant  evidence  of  good  teaching  at  each 

examination,  and  the  school  made  steady  progress. 

The  Primary  department  has  had  four  teachers,  and,  of 
course,  has  been  less  a  success  than  the  other  divisions.  The 

teacher  in  the  summer  was  a  novice  in  the  art.  Though  well 

qualified  to  instruct,  and  willing  to  work,  she  did  not  mani- 

fest the  quiet  persistence  necessary  to  insure  order  and  dili- 
gence in  such  a  difficult  school,  so  the  work  of  teaching 

became  a  hard  task  for  her,  and  the  term  a  less  profitable 
one  for  the  scholars. 

Miss  Faulkner  taught  in  the  fall  with  her  accustomed  suc- 
cess. Her  tact  and  experience,  aided  by  unflagging  industry, 

seemed  to  transform  the  disorderly  and  idle  children  into 
enthusiastic  learners.  All  of  her  instruction  was  excellent, 

and  the  improvement  of  the  school  all  that  could  be  desired. 

We  would  especially  mention  with  praise  a  thorough  and  con- 
tinuous drill  in  pronunciation  and  articulation,  and  also  the 

requirement  that  the  scholar  should  give  a  clear  and  complete 

answer  to  every  question.  Too  many  of  our  teachers  are 

negligent  in  this  respect,  accepting  from  the  scholar  a  word 
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or  two,  and  finishing  the  sentence  themselves,  or  leaving  it 

incomplete.  It  is  possible,  and  very  important  to  form  good 

habits  in  this  regard  in  the  Primary-School,  for  clear  expres- 
sion and  clear  thinking  are  likely  to  go  together. 

Miss  Ballon,  a  teacher  of  experience  and  many  excellent 

qualifications,  begun  the  winter  term,  but  her  quiet  and  gentle 

ways  were  not  adapted  to  the  school, *and  she  resigned  dur- 
ing the  fourth  week.  She  was  followed  by  Miss  Buffum,  of 

North  Berwick,  Me.,  who  had  better  success  and  finished  the 

term  quite  profitably. 

South-East  School. 

Miss  Clark  continued  in  charge  of  this  school  through 

the  summer  and  fall.  We  could  find  much  to  praise  in  her 

management.  The  room  was  always  neatly  kept,  and  the 

scholars  quiet  and  orderly ;  the  lessons  were  well  studied, 

and  generally  recited  correctly.  'In  these  respects  her  school 
was  almost  a  model.  But  the  more  important  part  of  her 

duties — namely,  the  teaching — was  less  perfectly  performed. 
She  was  satisfied  to  ask  just  the  questions  in  the  book,  or  to 

listen,  while  the  reading  classes  went  through  the  prescribed 

lessons,  so  there  was  evident  at  examination  a  lack  of  anima- 

tion and  of  thorough  drill,  though  the  deportment  of  the 

scholars  was  entirely  satisfactory. 
In  the  winter,  the  teacher  was  a  much  better  instructress, 

but  hardly  as  efficient  as  a  disciplinarian.  We  had  nothing 

to  complain  of  however  in  the  way  of  order,  and  the  school 

made  good  progress.  At  the  examination  we  were  especially 

pleased  with  the  Geography  classes.  Maps  had  been  drawn 

by  the  pupils  on  the  blackboard — very  good  maps  too — and 
from  them  the  countries  were  described  in  an  interesting  and 

thorough  manner.  The  classes  in  Reading  and  Arithmetic 

also  gave  evidence  of  good  instruction. 
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East  School. 

The  summer  and  fall  terms  were  again  under  the  care  of 

Miss  Emma  Wetherbee.  She  had  the  advantage  of  previous 
experience  in  the  same  school,  and  showed  also  a  tact  and 

efficiency  in  governing  that  many  good  teachers  do  not  pos- 
sess. The  school  could  always  be  commended  for  good 

behavior,  and  the  recitations  generally  were  creditable  to 
both  teacher  and  pupils.  At  the  examination  the  scholars 

were  especially  praised  for  the  interest  they  exhibited,  and 

for  the  promptness  and  distinctness  of  their  answers. 
The  teacher  for  the  winter  term  was  Miss  Hattie  A.  Bruce, 

of  Littleton.  She  seemed  to  understand  her  work,  and 

secured  in  a  good  degree  the  approbation  of  both  parents 
and  scholars.  The  examination  was  well  attended,  and,  in 

many  respects  excellent.  The  order  seemed  hardly  as  per- 
fect as  under  the  former  teacher,  but  there  was  evidence  of 

improvement  in  the  studies  pursued. 

North  School. 

Mrs.  Harris  continued  in  this  school  throughout  the  year, 

and  fully  sustained  her  previous  reputation.    Higher  prais 

than  this  we  could  hardly  give,  as  she  has  been  long  know- 
as  one  of  our  best  teachers.    The  scholars  are  kept  active! 

at  work  and  have  good  thorough  instruction  in  all  depar 

ments  of  study.    The  high  standing  and  proficiency  of  this 

school  are  largely  due  to  the  labors  of  Mrs.  Harris.    At  th 

last  examination  her  scholars  expressed  their  appreciation  o 

her  worth  by  an  appropriate  present. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  Little,  Okairman,       L.  W.  Piper, 

Calvin  Harris,  ,  L.  W.  Stevens, 

Isaac  T.  Flagg,  Geo.  Wilde. 

Acton,  March  25,  1869. 



FINANCIAL. 

Centre  School. 

Appropriation,  $445  60 
Balance  from  last  year,  11  78 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  393  25 
Paid  for  fuel,  27  25 
Care  of  school-rooms  and  firfis,  5  20 
Balance  to  new  account,  31  68 

$457  38 

[57  38 

Charles  Little,  Committee. 

West  School. 

Appropriation,  $638  16 
Balantje  from  last  year,  3  64 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $589  55 
Paid  for  fuel,  41  87 
Care  of  school-rooms  and  fires,  6  00 
Balance  to  new  account,  4  38 

$641  80 

$641  80 

L.  W.  Stevens,  Committee. 

South  School. 

Appropriation,  $638  16 
Balance  from  last  year,  22  05 

Amount  of  teachers' wages,  $599  50 
Paid  for  fuel,               ■  42  25 
Care  of  school-rooms  and  fires,  9  00 
Balance  to  new  account,  9  46 

$660  21 

$660  21 

(13) 

L.  W.  Piper,  Committee. 
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East  School. 

Appropriation,  $253  07 
Balance  from  last  3"ear,  7  64 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages,  $239  00 
Paid  for  fuel,  15  75 
Care  of  school-rooms  and  fires,  3  67 
Balance  to  new  account,  2  29 

$260  71 

$260  71 
Calvin  Harris,  Committee. 

South-East  School. 

$242  05 

13  00- 

  $255  05 

$207  00 20  00 
6  00 

22  05 
  $255  05 

George  Wilde,  Committee. 

North  School. 

Appropriation, 

$242 
05 

Balance  from  last  year. 11 24 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages, 
$229 

50 

Paid  for  fuel, 16 00 

Care  of  school-room  and  fires. 4 00 
Desk  book, 90 
Balance  to  new  account, 2 

89 

$253  29 

—   $253  29 

Isaac  T.  Flagg,  Committee. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  town,  $2,325  00 
Income  from  the  State  School  Fund,  134  09 

Appropriation, 
Balance  from  last  year. 

Amount  of  teachers'  wages, 
Paid  for  fuel, 
Care  of  school-room  and  fires, 
Balance  to  new  account, 

Total  for  School  purposes, 
$2,459  09 
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No.  of  children  reported  by  Assessors  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  fifteen,  308 

Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar  report- 
ed by  Assessors,  $7  54 



ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

SCHOOL. 
Those  who  have  been 
neither  absent  or  tar- 

dy for  three  terms. 

Those  who  have  been 
neither  absent  or  tar- 
day  for  two  terms. 

Those  who  have  been 
neither  absent  or  tar- 
day  for  one  term. 

CENTRE.  HIGHER. Ada  C.  Davis, 
Susie  Tuttle, 
Willie  Jones. 

Josie  A.  Forbush, Lizzie  Taylor, 
Almeda  Litchfield, 
Delia  Stearns, 
Addie  Tuttle, 
Sophia  Fletcher, Herbert  Blodgett. 

• 

Eliza  Wheeler, 
Ida  M.  Pike, 
Nellie  Hanscom, Katie  Kinsley, 
Clara  Stearns, 
Jonathan  Blodgett, Herbert  Noyes, 
Waldo  Hanscom, 
Willie  Davis, 
John  Eoth» 

CENTRE,  PRIMARY. Lizzie  Roth. Jennie  Berry, 
M.  Etta  Taylor, Ida  Hale, 
Wilbur  Fisk, 
Frank  Pike. 

Rosie  Jones, 
Herbert  Fiske, 
Willie  Richardson, 
Lyman  Tuttle, Willie  Kinsley, 
Albert  Sawyer, 
Roswell  Tuttle, 
Arthur  Tuttle. 

WEST,  HIGHEST. Maria  Hastings, 
Annie  C.  Hastings. 

Ellen  Blanchard,  j 
Carrie  A.  Jewett,  i 
Warren  Fairbanks, 
Walter  W.  Hastings, 
Julie  Mead. 

WEST, 
INTERMEDIATE. 

Nellie  G.  Hoar. 
Lizzie  G.  Kowell, 
Nellie  F.  Handley, 
Emma  Stockwell, 
Lucie  H.  Hayward, 
LillaA.  Hayward, 
Lewis  C.  Hastings. 

Flora  S.  Davis,  j 
Emma  C.  Hall, 
Mary  Hurley, 
Rose  E.  Arnold, 
Emma  A.  Mead, 
Frank  S.  Davis, 
Edwin  E.  Davis, 
G.  Sumner  Wright, 
George  A.  Gardner, Arthur  W.  Stevens, 
Horace  Whitcomb, 
Charles  Teel. 

WEST,  PRIMARY. John  S.  Hoar, 
Austin  E.  Lawrence. Cornelia  Hayward, 

Cordelia  Hayward, 
EllaS.Teel, 
George  Y.  Hutchins, 
Alphonso  Wyman. 

Cora  M.  Arnold,  j 
Susie  C.  Hayward,  |j 
Laura  Stockwell,  i Mary  S.  Cutler,  | 
Lottie  E.  Handley,  j 
Hattie  M.  Whitcombl Delette  Handley,  | 
Eddie  Hayward, 
Crosby  Hoar,  j 
Willie  T.  Mason, 
George  V.  Mead, 
Willie  A.  Teel, 
Wallace  McDonald,  j 
Arthur  W.  HoughtonJ 

I 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  RECEIPTS. 

TJnGxpencled  balance  of  last  year^  ^ DO 

Borrowed  of  J.  K.  Putney, UOU nn uu 
-Lvyvyn  giciiiu, .5000 00 

XUVVU  g  I  till  I  iOl  bCllOUlo, 
Regular  town  grant  for  highways, 
Special  town  grant  for  highways, 

uo 
1200 00 

300 00 
Overlayings  on  taxes, 70 

77 
Overlay ings  on  road  taxes. 8 

10 

State  tax, 2300 
00 

County  tax, 
936 33 

State  aid  to  Jan.  1st,  1869, 384 57 
Corporation  tax. 767 29 
Military  account, 253 80 

Militia  bount}-, 
738 50 

Uniforms  for  Davis  Guards, 1080 00 
Armory  rent,  1868, 

150 00 

State  school  fund. 150 
92 

Dog  fund. 
89 25 For  timber,  66  feet. 1 

98 

Graham  witness  fees. 3 
50 

For  use  of  Town  Hall, 
94 

75 From  George  Kendall,  for  expenses  incurred 
respecting  his  father. 20 

00 

From  sale  of  Cemetery  lots. 8 00 

$19,063  39 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation  for  1869,  $2,325  00 
State  school  fund,  150  92 

 $2,475  92 

(3) 
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PAYMENTS. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  Moses  Taylor,  for  Centre  School,  $448  65 
Levi  W.  Stevens,  for  West    "  642  53 
E.  F.  Richardson,  for  South  "  •  642  53 
William  B.  Davis,  for  East   "  254  79 
John  White,  for  North         "  243  71 
George  Wilde,  for  Southeast  "  243  71 

$2,475  92 

REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Paid  Moses  Taylor,  repairs  on  Centre  sch.  house,  $6  55 
Incidentals, 4 60 

Levi  W.  Stevens,  repairs  on  West  " 
132 

24 

Incidentals, 3 62 

E.  F.  Richardson,  repairs  on  South  " 
10 

45 
Wm.  B.  Davis,  repairs  on  East  " 24 

46 
Incidentals, 1 52 

George  Wilde,  repairs  on  Southeast  " 
7 25 

Incidentals, 1 

05 $191  74 

REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

Paid  Joseph  Noyes, 

$73 

25 Daniel  Fletcher, 76 
50 

Samuel  Hosmer, 42 55 
Ai  Robbins, 67 63 
John  Conant, 39 

50 

G.  W.  Livermore, 46 
60 

L.  R.  Forbush, 108 15 
Daniel  Harris, 92 

40 

John  White, 45 
81 

J.  W.  Loker, 24 
00 

Simon  Tuttle, 78 40 
George  H.  Harris, 36 

71 
John  R.  Houghton, 149 90 
E.  H.  Cutler, 120 

90 

Antoine  Bulette, 
37 70 

James  Tuttle, 162 06 
J.  H.  Conant, 176 41 
Moses  Taylor, 53 

11 
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SPECIAL  REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS  AND  SLUICES. 

Paid  Beiij.  Hapgood,  for  repairing  road  in  his 
district,  $52  00 

Ai  Robbins,  for  repairing  gravel  pit  road,  63  10 
Nathan  Brooks,  for  repairing  road  in  his 
district,  17  00 

Richard  Kinsley,  for  repairing  road  near 
his  house,  10  00 

Daniel  Tuttle,  for  repairing  road  and  build- 
ing skiice  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  91  85 

Do.,  for  repairing  road  and  building  sluice 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  102  97 

Moses  Taylor,  for  repairing  roads  in  his 
district,  25  00 

Thomas  Kinsley,  for  repairing  sluice  near 
the  house  of  Samuel  ChafRn,  5  00 

James  Tuttle,  for  repairing  roads  in  South 
district,  600  00 

Simon  Tuttle,  for  repairing  roads  in  his 
district,  25  00 

E.  H.  Cutler,  for  repairing  road  near  the 
house  of  William  Reed,  15  00 

J.  E.  Billings,  for  repairing  road  near  the 
house  of  William  Wheeler,  5  40 

Thomas  Kinsley,  for  work  done  on  road 
near  the  house  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Davis,  2  50 

Simon  Hapgood,  for  gravel  and  work  near 
the  house  of  William  Wheeler,  5  00 

William  W.  Davis,  for  widening  bridge  on 
the  road  leading  to  his  house,  2  50 

George  Chandler,  for  work  done  on  bridge 
near  Robbins'  saw-mill,  2  50 

$1,024  82 

REPAIRS   OF  HIGHWAYS  BY  ORDER  OF  COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS. 

Paid  Francis  Kinslej^  balance  for  repairing  road 
near  Nagog  Pond,  $86  50 

Thomas  Kinsley,  for  laying  wall  and  build- 
ing sluice  near  house  of  S.  F.  Hosmer,    20  50 

Daniel  Tuttle,  for  repairing  road  near  East 
Cemetery,  56  00 

Do., repairing  road  near  Robbins'  saw-mill,  51  90 
Simon  Tuttle,  for  railing  the  road  near  East 
Cemetery,  92  47 
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Paid  Thomas  Kinsley,  for  repairing  road  near 
East  Cemetery,  ^  2  50 

Simon  Tuttle,  balance  for  repairing  road 
near  East  Cemetery,  345  00 

E.  J.  Robbins,  for  repairing  road  near  the 
house  of  John  White,  60  00 

Thomas  More,   balance  repairing  road 
near  Concord  line,  51  00 

Daniel  Harris,  for  repairing  drive-way  near 
Bobbins'  saw-mill,  and  for  gravel,  9  50 

J.  K.  Putney,  for  gravel  for  road  near  his 
house,  5  00 

John  Grimes,  balance  repairing  road  near 

Robbins'  saw-mill,  75  00 
Louis  Rouillard,  for  building  road  near 

Nagog  Pond,  66  50 
Do.,  for  gravel  for  the  same,  8  00 
J.  E.  Billings,  for  building  sluice  near  Rob- 

bins'  saw-mill,  15  50 
William  Reed,  for  putting  in  sluices  near 

his  house,  26  10 
E.  J.  Robbins,  repairing  road  in  his  district,   13  20 

BREAKING  ROADS. 

Paid  John  Conant,  $9  00 
Daniel  Harris,  9  00 
J.  H.  Conant,  6  20 
W.  H.  Reed,  4  40 
J.  Noyes,  6  60 
L.  R.  Forbush,  6  38 
Ai  Robbins,  2  60 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Town  of  Ashby,  on  account  of  Lot  Fitch,  $85  83 
George  M.  Brooks,  for  advice,  10  00 
Town  of  Natick,  for  Mary  A.  Law,  78  25 
City  of  Boston,  for  Mrs.  Childs,  16  40 
Express  to  Natick,  60 
Samuel  Hosmer,  journey  to  Boston  respect- 

ing Mrs.  Nancy  Baldwin,  8  50 
For  John  Whitney,  6  00 
Joseph  Noyes,  journey  to  Natick,  3  00 
For  assistance  rendered  travellers,  5  75 

Town  of  Westboro',  for  George  F.  Bullard,  8  75 

$984  67 

I 

$44  18 

$218  08 
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EXPENSES  OP  TOWN  FARM. 

Paid  for  yoke  of  oxen,  $275  00 
Abel  Farrar,  for  balance  of  salary  for 
1868,  66  66 

Simon  Tuttle,  for  repairs  on  Town  Farm 
barn,  74  10 

Coffin  and  robe,  for  Titus  Williams,  14  76 
  $430  52 

INTEREST. 

Paid  Augustine  Conant,  $240  00 
Frederick  Rouillard,  102  00 
Lydia  R.  Keyes,  36  00 
Daniel  Harris,  48  32 
Joel  Hanscomb,  40  80 
James  E.  Billings,  131  47 
David  M.  Handley,  102  00 
Cyrus  Conant,  120  00 
John  R.  Whitcomb,  60  00 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  6  00 
Luther  Billings,  12  00 
Incidental  interest,  7  68 

$906  27 

PRINTING. 

Paid  Benjamin  Tolman,  for  printing  warrants,  $12  50 
for  report  of  Selectmen,  21  00 
for  report  of  Selectmen,  School  Conamit- 

tee  and  other. Town  Officers,  107  43 

for  voters'  lists,  12  00 
for  burial  permits  for  Town  Clerk,  2  50 

  $155  43 

MILITARY. 

Paid  for  special  duty  June  16th,  1869,  $253  80 
May  drill  and  Fall  encampment,  738  50 
Uniforms,  /  1,080  00 

  $2,072  30 
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STATE  AID. 

Paid  Hiram  W.  Wetherbee,  $18  00 
Alson  R.  Sumner,  30  00 
Hattie  W.  Wilder,  96  00 
Eebecca  C.  Wright,  48  00 
Emily  C.  Harding,  88  00 
Joanna  Moulton,  20  00 

CEMETERY. 

Paid  Martin  Pike,  for  mowing  Cemetery,  $23  70 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  laying  out  lots,  75 
Henry  M.  Smith,  do.  1  00 
Samuel  Hosmer,  for  furnishing  posts  and 
work,  2  00 

BRIDGE  NEAR  WETHERBEE'S  MILLS. 
Paid  J.  E.  Billings,  for  lumber,  $243  26 

"  iron,  6  64 
"  nails,  5  67 
"  labor,  178  43 

$27  45 

$434  00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Dr.  Charles  Little,  Supt.  of  Schools,  $85  00 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Assessor,  40  00 
Phineas  Wetherbee,          do.  25  00 
L.  R.  Forbush,                do.  25  00 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Town  Clerk,  25  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  collecting  taxes,  80  00 
Wm.  W.  Davis,  services  as  Selectman,  36  00 
E.  J.  Robbins,        "              "  20  00 
Charles  Robinson,  "              "  14  00   $350  GO 

TOWN  HOUSE. 

Paid  John  Fletcher  &  Sons,  for  5,835  lbs.  coal, 
freight,  teaming,  and  weighing,  $36  58 

George  Sawyer,  500  lbs.  coal,  3  50 
"          "       37  gallons  oil,  17  00 

Washing  floors,  5  00 
One  broom,  50 
One  box  lamp  wicks,  33 
Opening  hall  and  committee  rooms,  71 
times,  45  50 

Cleaning  funnel,  2  00 
A.  D.  Holt,  for  repairs  on  funnel,  16  48 

$126  89 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  Jonas  Blodgett,  auctioneer,  on  roads,         $6  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  insurance  on  town-house,  150  00 
A.  R.  Sumner,  for  painting  monument 

and  monument  fence,  9  00 
Richard  Kinsley,  building  road  near  Charles 

Twitchell's  house,                                68  00 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  for  work  in  armory,  225  51 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  viewing  roads,  by  request 

oi'  Selectmen,                                       4  25 
Do.,  writing  lease  of  armory,  1  00 

Do.,  grading  road  near  Charles  Twitchell's 
house,  5  00 

Express  paid  on  reports  and  public  docu- 
ments, 2  80 

Samuel  Hosmer,  for  examining  and  reporting 
on  school-houses,                                  3  00 

Francis  D wight,  for  do.,                            2  00 
L.  R.  Forbush,  for  express,  87 
George  F.  Wetherell,  for  grave-stone  for 

Ezekiel  Davis,                                   30  00 
James  Tuttle,  for  rent  of  school-room,       50  00 
Cutler  Brothers,  for  do.,  50  00 
T.  F.  Lawrence,  filling  hole  where  hay 

scales  stood,  in  West  Acton,  6  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  summoning  20  persons  to  take 

oath  of  office,                                       2  50 
Stamp  on  note,  35 
Francis  Dwight,  superintending  burials,     45  00 
Do.,  making  return  of  17  deaths,  1  70 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  journey  to  Sudbury,  to  make 

out  election  returns,                              2  50 
Do.,  postage  on  returns,  30 

Do.,  paid  express  on  Assessors'  book,  30 
Do.,  making  copy  of  town  tax-book  for  1869, 

for  State  Department,                            7  00 
Do.,  express  on  law  book,  30 
Do.,  collecting  and  recording  28  births,       8  40 
Do.,  recording  27  deaths,                          4  70 
Do.,       "       17  marriages,                      2  55 
Do.,  putting  in  sluice  near  his  house,           5  00 
Do.,  Collector's  book,                               1  12 
George  Sawyer,  care  of  town  clock,           10  00 
Do.,  tolling  bell  22  times  for  deaths,           4  40 
Do.,  cleaning  town  clock,                           1  50 
J.  E.  Cutter,  abatement  of  taxes,              47  89 
Do.,  discount  on  taxes,                          612  00 

$1,370  94 
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Beceipts  and  Expenditures  from  Feb,  26,  1869,  to  Feb.  26,  1870. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb.  26, 1869,  $2,530  63 
Appropriations,  8,825  00 
Other  receipts,  7,707  76 

EXPENDITURES, 

Support  of  schools. 
Repairs  of  school-houses. 
Repairs  of  highways. 
Special  repairs  of  highways, 
Repairs  of  highways  by  order  of  County 

Commissioners, 
Breaking  roads, 
Support  of  poor. 
Expenses  of  Town  Farm, 
Interest, 
Printing, 
Militar}^, 
State  aid. 

Cemetery,  • 
Bridge  near  Wetherbee's  Mills, 
Town  officers. 
Town  House, 
Miscellaneous, 
State  tax. 
County  tax, 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1870, 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Ebenezer  Con  ant  ̂  
Augustine  Conant, 
Daniel  Harris, 
Frederick  Rouillard, 
Joel  Hanscom, 
James  E.  Billings, 
David  M.  Handley, 
Isaac  T.  Flagg, 
Lydia  R.  Keyes, 
Calvin  Harris, 
Luther  Billings, 
John  R.  Whitcomb, 
Jonas  K.  Putney, 

$19,063  39 

$2,475  92 191  74 

1,431  58 

984  67 
44  18 

218  08 
430  52 
906  27 
155  43 

2,072  30 300  00 
27  45 

434  00 
850  00 
126  89 

1,370  94 
2,300  00 936  33 

$15,781  12 

$3,282  27 

$2,067  66 
4,135  33 840  86 

1,778  10 700  40 

2,237  57 
1,745  90 105  50 
627  60 
214  60 
202  60 
506  50 
687  37 

S15,849  09] 
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Amount  due  from  State  aid,  $300  00 
Kent  of  armory,  200  00 
Treasurer,  3,282  27 

 $3,782  27 

$12,067  72 

WM.  W.  DAVIS,  )  Selectmen 
E.  J.  ROBBINS,  }  of 
C.ROBINSON,    j  Acton, 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1870. 



EEPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS   AND  EXPENDITURES 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE   IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1870. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND  APRIL  1st,  1870. 

12  cows,  $840,00  ;  horse,  250,00  ;  2  shotes,  40,00,        $1,130  00 
2J  tons  bay,  65,00  ;  straw,  6,40  ;  9  bush,  wheat,  15,75,  87  15 
21  fowls,  15,75;    18  bush,  ashes,  4,50;  114J  lbs. 

bacon,  26,00,  46  25 
250  bbls.  pork,  50,00;  140  do.  beef,  16,80;  54  do. 

candles,  10,80,  77  60 
50  bbls.  lard,  11,,50 ;   33  do.  butter,  13,20;  1  bbl. 

apples,  4,00,  28  70 
1-2  bbl.  soap,  2,50;  pickles,  1,00;  50  bush,  pota- 

toes, 27,50,  31  00 
5  M  skewers,  3,00  ;  1  1-2  bush,  meal,  1,65  ;  beans,  1,00,  5  65 
dried  apple,  .60  ;  coffee,  .50  ;  tea,  .65,  1  75 

$1,408  10 

RECEIPTS. 

For  milk,  $1,281,00  ;  carryingmilk,  84,00  ;  calves,  32,20,$1,397  20 
hop-poles,  73,12  ;  eggs,  10,51  ;  old  iron,  2,00,  85  63 
beef,  43,40  ;  hides,  16,08  ;  pork,  4,77,  64  25 
soap-grease,  6,31  ;  potatoes,  94,05;  straw,  10,42,       110  78 
oxen,  255,00  ;  berries,  32,83  ;  grapes,  1,50,  289  33 
oats,  14,40  ;  skewers,  23,48  ;  lard,  9,80,  47  68 
apples,  242,60;  onions,  1,48,  244  08 

From  Lucy  A.  Brown's  estate,  52  98 

$2,291  93 Becieved  of  treasury  for  oxen,  $275  00 

(12) 
$2,566  93 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  grinding,  $7,97;  straw,  .52;  potatoes,  14,97,  $23  46 
paper,  .05  ;  butchering,  4,50  ;  rice  meal,  19,25,  23  80 
cows,  214,50  ;  pastunng,  42,00  ;  driving,  6,50,  263  00 
soap,  .12;  mending  shoes  and  harness,  1,65; 

•  wheat,  5,63,  7  40 
shotes,  27,00  ;  labor,  78,78  ;  whip,  .10,  105  88 
whitewashing,  1,75;  hay,  59,90;  fish,  7,87,  69  52 
barrels,  10,54;  axle-bed,  1,00;  bug  poison,  .45,  11  99 
meal,  121,96  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  1,50  ;  Titus,  2,00,  125  46 
expenses  to  Boston,  6,33  ;  weighing,  .93  ;  butter, 
75,98,  83  94 

beef,  39,74;  castings,  1,53;  basket,  .45;  turnips, 
15.10,  56  82 

repairing  clock  and  pump,  .84  ;  stove,  5,00,  5  84 

blacksmith's  bill,  25,06  ;  brush,  .45,  25  51 
newspaper,  1,73  ;  tin  ware,  .75  ;  Dr.  Cowdry's  bill, 80,00,  32  48 
sleigh  bells,  1,25  ;  soap,  3,67;  cheese,  16,78  ;  21  70 
smoking  hams,  .80  ;  oil  meal,  192,23  ;  shorts,  76,04,  269  07 
plaster,  4,05  ;  flour,  51,42  ;  card,  .50  ;  beans,  3,37,  59  34 
salt,  8,27;  rice,  1,01  ;  tea,  18,40;  molasses,  26,67  54  35 
saleratus,  .78  ;  kerosene,  2,43  ;  hoes,  1,20  ;  snath,  92,  5  13 
pork,  17,03  ;  tobacco,  4,32  ;  sugar,  25,35,  46  70 
matches,  2,20  ;  ropes,  1,25  ;  crackers,  5,38,  8  83 
nails,  4,58  ;  medicine,  2,96  ;  soap,  1,96  ;  chalk,  .04,  9  54 
vinegar,  .50  ;  glass,  .55  ;  raisins,  2,82  ;  thread,  .07,  3  94 
saltpetre,  .13  ;  sage,  .30  ;  hops,  .33  ;  neats  oil,  1,05,  1  81 
pails,  .70  ;  sulphur,  .10  ;  shirting,  1,62  ;  spice,  3,57,  5  99 
mustard,  .90  ;  starch,  .08  ;  wicks,  .43  ;  broom,  1,00,  2  41 
washing-machine,  12,50  ;  yeast,  .12  ;  lantern,  1,10,  13  72 
bags,  .30  ;  coffee,  2,40  ;  peas,  .99  ;  phosphate,  7,98,  11  67 
crockery,  1,14  ;  turnip  seed,  .70  ;  blacking,  .08,  1  92 
oyster  shells,  .10  ;  clothes  and  cloth,  24,18,  24  28 
scythes,  2,62  ;  sponge,  .10  ;  grass  seed,  7,37,  10  09 
starch,  .28  ;  mop  handle,  12  ;  blueing,  .06,  46 
veal,  2,84  ;  cream  tartar,  .75,  3  59 
ox  work,  4,00  ;  use  of  bull,  4,50  ;  cider,  .90,  9  40 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abel  Farrar,  for  their  services,  one 
year,  375  00 

Samuel  Hosmer,  for  making  report  to  Board  of 
State  Charities,  and  report  to  the  town,  5  00 

Do.,  for  services  as  overseer  of  the  poor,  8  00 
Joseph  Noyes,  services  as  overseer,  8  00 
Simon  Tuttle,      "             "  8  00 

$1,802  34 
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Amount  of  inventory,  April  1st,  1869,  1,486  65 
Interest  on  farm,  239  40 

Total  amount  of  receipts,  •     $2,566  93 
Amount  of  inventory,  April  1st,  1870,  1,408  10 

;,528  39 

3,975  03 

S446  64 

Victualling  travellers,  $29  00 

Cash  on  hand,  April  1st,  1870,  $446  64 
Cash  from  treasury,  for  oxen,  275  00 

Income  above  expenses,  $171  64 
Loss  of  a  cow,  $75,00. 

Whole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  travellers)  supported  in 
the  almshouse,  5  ;  average  number,  3  4-5  ;  present  number,  3. 

Samuel  Hosmer,  \  Overseers 
Joseph  Notes,     >  of 
Simon  Tuttle,    j  Poor, 

Acton,  April  1,  1870. 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  ACTON  IN  1869. 

No.   Date  of  Birth.        Name  of  Child  and  Parents'  Names. 
1.  Jan.  30,  Walter  Clifton  Gardner,  son  of  George  and  Violette 

F.  Gardner, 
2.  Feb.  22,  Ora  Josephine  Cobleigh,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 

Harriet  E.  Cobleigh. 
3.  Feb.  25,  Jennie  bobbins,  daughter  of  Levi  H.  and  Mary  C. 

Robbins. 

4.  Feb.  27,  Abby  Pitman  Colman,  daughter  of  George  "W.  and Louise  M.  Colman. 

5.  '  March  2,  Susie  Mary  Davis,  daughter  of  Alvin  A.  and  Mary T.  Davis. 

G.  March  27,  George  Cresswell  Warren,  son  of  George  II.  and 
Rebecca  N.  Warren. 

7.  April  14,  Emily  Bertha  Ilosmer,  daughter  of  Horace  R.  and 
Carrie  H.  Hosmer. 

8.  May  17,  Robert  Gardner  Reed,  son  of  Isaac  G.  and  Jane 
Maria  Reed. 

9.  May  25,  Hattie  May  Robbins,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Nancy 
D.  Robbins.  ■ 

10.  May  26,  Mary  Ella  King,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  King. 
11.  June  6,  Evelyn  Stan  wood  Fletcher,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
I  Susan  Fletcher. 
112.  June  22,  Otis  Moody  Cutler,  son  of  Nathaniel  E.  and  Sarah 

A.  Cutler. 

13.  Aug.  4,  Bessie  Florence  Winckley,  daughter  of  John  S.  and 
Rose  Winckley. 

14.  Aug.  21,  Charles  A.  Fletcher,  son  of  Aaron  S.  and  Sarah  T. 
1  Fletcher. 

'15.  Aug.  24,  Annie  W.  Brackett,  daughter  of  William  H.  and Ellen  L.  Brackett. 

16.  Aug.  30,  Mattie  F.  Randolph,  daughter  of  E.  L.  F.  and  Hattie 
A.  Randolph. 

17.  Sept.  4,  Lilla  May  Teel,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Mary 
E.  Teel. 

|18.  Sept.  26,  Ernest  Eiwood  AYetherbee,  son  of  D.  James  and 
Augusta  A.  WetherbeCo 

(15) 
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19.  Oct.  2,  Mary  Florence  Fletcher,  daughter  of  Aaron  J.  and 
Mary  E.  Fletcher. 

20.  Oct.  30,  Lilla  Alice  Thompson,  daughter  of  Albert  S.  and 
Martha  A.  Thompson. 

21.  Oct.  31,  Frank  Ellis  Fiske,  son  of  James  W.  and  Maria  Fiske. 
22.  Oct.  31,  Hannah  Hayes,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Hayes. 
23.  Nov.  11,  Emma  Estelle  Knowlton,  daughter  of  George  W. 

and  Angle  H.  Knowlton. 
24.  Dec.  17,  Lizzie  Hannon,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  A. 

Hannon. 
25.  Dec.  22,  Mary  Augusta  Davis,  daughter  of  William  B.  and  S. 

Maria  Davis. 
26.  Dec.  23,  Emma  Augusta  Hartwell,  daughter  of  Henry  and 

Augusta  H.  Hartwell. 
27.  Dec.  27,  Henry  Bertram  Going,  son  of  Myron  F.  and  Maria 

W.  Going. 

28.  Dec.  30,  Susie  Lillian  Kaliock,  daughter  of  Isaac  M.  and  Sa- 
lome C.  Kaliock. 

Males,  8  ;  females,  20  ;  total,  28. 
Nov.  21,  1868,  Nina  Eloise  Taylor,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 

Martha  A.  Taylor. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  ACTON  IN  1869. 

Ko.  Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  Parties. 
1.  Jan.  1,  Mr.  Frederick  C.  Nash,  of  Columbia  Falls,  Me.,  and 

Miss  Clara  H.  Hapgood,  of  Acton. 
2.  Jan.  21,  Mr.  Luther  Conant  and- Miss  S.  Augusta  Davis,  both 

of  Acton. 

3.  Jan.  24,  Mr.  Oliver  C.  "Wyman,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Hannah Frost,  of  Lowell. 

4.  March  4,  Mr.  Zenas '  Folger,  of  Waltham,  and  Miss  Ora  A. Hosmer,  of  Actoti. 
5.  April  4,  Mr.  Oscar  E.  Preston  and  Miss  Mary  Sophia  Fuller, 

both  of  Acton. 

6.  April  8,  Mr.  Augustine  Hosmer  and  Miss  Susie  H.  Richard- 
son, both  of  Acton. 

7.  April  29,  Mr.  Varnum  Tuttle,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Jordan,  of  Worcester. 

8.  May  16,  Mr.  George  McWhirter  and  Miss  Maria  G.  Holmes, 
both  of  Concord. 

9.  Sept.  2,  Mr.  Addison  B.  Wheeler,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Berin- 
tha  W.  Sawyer,  of  Westford. 

10.  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Sylvanus  R.  Hunt  and  Miss  Marion  M.  Sears, 
both  of  Acton. 
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11.  Sept.  20,  Mr.  Henry  S.  Hapgood,  of  Acton,  and  Hattie  M. 
Webster,  of  Marlborough. 

12.  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Henry  Brooks  and  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Munroe,  both 
of  Acton. 

13.  Nov.  17,  Mr.  John  W.  Kittredge,  of  South  Groton,  and  Miss 
Ellen  Franklin  Taft,  of  Acton. 

14.  Nov.  18,  Mr.  Alfred  A.  AVhitcomb,  of  Boxborough,  and  Miss 
Seraphina  Moore,  of  Stow. 

15.  Nov.  21,  Mr.  Lowell  A.  Jones  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Parmenter, 
both  of  Acton. 

16.  Nov.  25,  Mr.  Julian  Tuttle  and  Miss  Hannah  E.  Livermore, 
both  of  Acton. 

17.  Nov.  25,  Mr.  Henry  T.  Billings,  of  Worcester,  and  Miss  Emma 
F.  Flagg,  of  Acton. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1869. 

No.   Date  of  Death.  Names  and  Age. 
1.  Jan.  12,  John  W.  Haggerty,  son  of  William  and  Catherine 

Haggerty,  aged  1  yr.  6  mos. 
2.  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Nathaniel  S.  Adams,  aged  56  yrs.  9  mos. 
3.  Jan.  30,  George  Adams,  son  of  Nathaniel  S.  and  Louisa,W. 

Adams,  aged  17  yrs.  11  mos. 
4.  March  4,  Susan  Fiske,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan  Fiske, 

aged  5  yrs.  5  mos. 
5.  March  7,  -Emma  E.  Fiske,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan  Fiske, 

aged  9  mos.  12  days. 
6.  March  7,  Herbert  C.  Fiske,  son  of  Robert  and  Susan  Fiske, 

aged  2  yrs.  8  mos. 
7.  March  10,  Mrs.  Sophia  H.  Taylor,  wife  of  Mr.  Silas  Taylor, 

aged  77  yrs. 
8.  March  12,  Jennie  Robbins,  daughter  of  Levi  H.  and  Mary  C. 

Robbins,  aged  15  days. 
9.  March  15,  Miss  Hattie  S.  Decoster,  aged  21  yrs.  9  mos.  27  days. 

10.  March  16,  Mr.  Ebenezer  W.  Hayward,  aged  56  yrs.  6  mos. 
11.  March  16,  Mr.  Albert  Adams,  son  of  Nathaniel  S.  and  Louisa 

W.  Adams,  aged  24  yrs. 
12.  March  20,  Irving  A.  Flagg,  son  of  Isaac  T.  and  E.  Maria 

Flagg,  aged  13  yrs.  3  days. 
13.  July  9,  Mr.  Moses  Tread  well,  aged  60  yrs.  3  mos. 
14.  July  17,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Conant,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Conant,  aged 

46  yrs.  6  mos.  9  days. 
15.  Aug.  6,  Mrs.  Nancy  Estabrook,  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Estabrook, 

aged  44  yrs.  2  mos.  6  days. 
16.  Aug.  16,  Mrs.  Damaris  Handley,  aged  63  yvs.  2  mos. 

3 



18 

17.  Aug.  16,  Titus  Williams,  aged  63  yrs. 
18.  Aug.  22,  Miss  Ella  E.  Wliitcomb,  daughter  of  Joel  H.  and 

Eliza  J.  Whitcomb,  aged  18  yrs.  6  mos.  6  da^^s. 
19.  Sept.  3,  Miss  Ehoda  S.  Walker,  aged  20  yrs.  8  mos.  9  days. 
20.  Sept.  22,  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Davis,  wife  of  Mr.  Alvin  A.  Davis, 

aged  32  yrs.  6  mos.  9  days. 
21.  Oct.  18,  Delmar  G.  Barker,  son  of  Henry  and  Louisa  M.  Bar- 

ker, aged  4  yrs. 
22.  Nov.  16,  Dr.  Charles  Little,  aged  32  yrs.  9  mos. 
23.  Nov.  17,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Wood,  wife  of  William  F.  Wood, 

aged  41  yrs.  6  mos.  19  days. 
24.  Dec.  7,  Miss  Abbie  Holden,  aged  41  yrs, 
25.  Dec.  11,  Alice  G.  Gardner,  daughter  of  George  and  Violette 

F.  Gardner,  aged  5  yrs.  9  mos.  11  days. 
26.  Dec.  17,  Mr.  William  M.  Gilmore,  aged  59  yrs. 
27.  Dec.  22,  Mrs.  Lovisa  Randall,  aged  85  yrs.  3  mos. 

WILLIAM  D.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk. 

;   Acton,  March  18,  1870. 
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REPORT. 

Citizens  of  Acton  : 

Owing  to  failing  health,  Dr.  Little  resigned  his  position 
of  local  committee  for  the  Centre  District,  and  chairman  of 

the  Board,  at  the  close  of  the  Spring  term  of  the  schools. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Selectmen  and  School  Committee, 

during  vacation,  Mr.  Moses  Taylor  was  chosen  to  serve  out 

the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  Little,  as  local  committee ;  and 
we  as  chairman  of  the  Board.  We  assumed  the  duties  of 

the  office  wdth  extreme  reluctance; — indeed,  would  hardly 
have  accepted  at  all,  had  we  not  cherished  the  hope  that  Dr. 
Little,  after  a  rest,  would  so  far  recover  his  usual  health  as 

to  assume  the  chairmanship  again  during  the  winter.  This 

hope,  however,  proved  delusive  ;  for,  ere  that  time  arrived, 
we  sadly  joined  in  the  requiem  over  his  mortal  remains, 

and  saw  them  carried  to  their  final  resting  place.  Li  the 

death  of  Dr.  Little,  the  tow^n  lost  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen,  and  the  cause  of  education  a  devoted  friend. 

We  claim  your  indulgence  while  w^e  present  a  few 
thoughts,  which,  w^e  trust,  wdll  prove  beneficial  to  our 
schools. 

School-Houses. — We  heartily  commend  the  action  the 
town  took,  at  its  March  meeting,  to  immediately  commence 

the  erection  of  one  or  more  convenient  buildings  for  the  use 
of  schools.  The  action  was  not  taken  a  moment  too  soon, 

we  can,  from  personal  knowledge,  most  positively  assert. 
We  repeat  what  we  have  said  before  on  this  point,  that  we 

can  never  cultivate  proper  feelings  of  respect  for  property, 
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either  public  or  private,  in  the  minds  of  our  children,  by 

constantly  sending  them  to  school  in  rooms  that  present 

such  an  inconsistent,  dilapidated  aspect,  as  to  render  the 

temptation  irresistible  to  hit  the  hanging  ceiling  a  poke,  or 
try  their  knives  and  pencils  here  and  there,  on  the  walls  and 

benches,  all  the  while  reasoning  to  themselves, —  and  not 

far  from  the  truth, —  '*  can't  make  them  look  much  worse." 
We  hope  the  town  will  take  the  same  action  each  succeed- 

ing year,  until  we  have  school-houses  in  every  "part  of  it 
that  we  shall  not  feel  ashamed  of ; —  for  what  tends  more 

directly  to  degrade  a  town,  and  lower  it  in  public  estimation, 

than  a  set  of  "old  tumble  down  school-houses"  that  will 
not  compare  with  the  average  of  stables  ?  We  know  the 

expense  will  be  considerable,  but  w^e  know,  too,  that  w.e 
cannot  put  our  money  where  it  will  yield  a  more  sure  or 

greater  interest  than  in  investing  it  in  what  will  promote  a 

right  and  judicious  education  of  our  children.  If  there  is 

any  class  of  men  who  hang  like  a  dead  weight  upon 

progress,  and  the  true  moral  and  intellectual  elevation  of  the 

masses,  it  is  those  who  shrug  up  their  shoulders  and  groan  to 

think  they  cannot  invest  quite  so  much  in  government 

bonds  and  bank  stock,  because  they  must  pay  a  .tax  towards 

promoting  a  truly  worthy  object.  They  are  constantly 

harping  that  scholars  would  tear  new  school-houses  to 
pieces  in  a  little  while,  so  they  would  look  as  bad  as  the  old 

ones."  Such  men  would  set  their  sons  to  mowing  grass 
with  a  stub-scythe,  for  fear  they  would  injure  a  better  one, 
or  let  their  daughters  get  down  on  their  hands  to  wash  floors 

to  save  the  expense  of  a  mop-handle.  What,  we  ask,  ought 
to  give  us  more  pleasure,  when  age  has  crept  upon  us,  and 
our  heads  are  whitened  for  the  grave,  than  to  think  we 

contributed  cheerfully  towards  those  means  of  education  and 

improvement  that  directly  tended,  to  place  our  sons  and 

daughters  in  positions  of  honor  and  trust?  And  will  not 
these  same  sons  and  daughters,  when  far  away  they  hear 

some  one  speak  in  terms  of  praise  of  their  native  town,  and  • 
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her  educational  facilities,  proudly  say :  that  is  my  town — 
there  I  was  educated  ? 

Discipline. — That  there  has  been  an  evident  lack  of  ef- 

ficient discipline  in  some  of  our  schools  the  past  year,  we 
will  not  deny ;  neither  do  we  admit  that  the  teachers  have 

been  wholly  to  blame.  We  know  that,  in  some  instances, 

parents  have  hurled  their  anathemas  at  teachers,  and  said 

they  ought  not  to  be  retained  in  charge  a  single  day,  and 
blamed  the  Committee  because  they  were.  We  would  like 

to  ask  such,  if  they  ever  consider  all  the  bearings  of  the 

case,  as  the  Committee  has  to.  That  there  is  usually  a  cor- 
responding laxity  of  parental  discipline  at  home;  that  a 

first-class  experienced  teacher  cannot  always  be  obtained, 
and  the  Committee  must  take  a  novice  in  the  art,  and  help 

them  through  as  best  they  can.  There  are  some  who  clamor 

loudly  for  order  just  so  long  as  the  rules  are  applied  to 

somebody's  children  but  their  own ;  but  when  their  child- 

ren are  made  to  toe  the  mark,"  the  teacher  is  all  wrong, 
and  no  business  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations,  and 

inflict  punishment  in  this  manner  or  that.  Ah  !  parents,  do 

you  ever  stop  to  think,  when  using  such  language  before 

your  children,  that  they  may  sometime  be  placed  in  cir- 
cumstances where  they  will  have  the  very  life  crushed  out  of 

them  by  just  such  opposition?  When,  with  proper  en- 
couragement, they  might  have  become  eminently  successful. 

To  those  who  wish  for  better  teachers,  and  a  more  efficient 

discipline,  as  far  as  teachers  are  concerned,  we  would  say: 

we  must  raise  the  standard  of  wages,  and  attract  them  to  us, 

rather  than  repel  by  their  meagerness.  And  yet,  the  rate 

of  wages  is  not  the  whole  reason  why  many  teachers  will 

not  enter  some  of  our  schools.  They  well  know  there  are 
some  scholars  who  do  not  intend  to  come  under  the  dis- 

'  cipline  of  any  teacher,  or  any  one,  perhaps  we  might  say. 
Now  we  have  got  to  depend  mainly  upon  female  teachers, 

and  cannot  expect,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  to  obtain 

those  who  are  physically  competent  to  cope  with  vicious  ̂  
4 
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scholars, — nor  should  we  expect  it.  An  excellent  teacher 

remarked  to  us,  at  the  close  of  her  Winter  term,  "  I  shall 
not,  for  any  consideration,  enter  into  an  engagement  to  teach 

this  school  again ;  for,  besides  hearing  in  a  thorough  manner, 

some  twenty  recitations  a  day,  they  expect  me  to  *  thrash' 
some  of  the  largest  boys  into  obedience,  which  I  consider 

neither  right  nor  proper  to  expect  of  any  female."  What 
shall  be  done  ?  Shall  we  continually  submit  to  have  our 

schools  broken  up  and  become  a  by-word  and  reproach, 
because  some  scholars  will  neither  avail  themselves  of  the 

advantages  afforded,  nor  let  others?  Is  it  right  or  just  to 
let  honest,  industrious  scholars  be  cheated  out  of  their  time 

and  money  in  this  manner,  as  many  are?  The  answer 

is  plain,  the  law  must  be  enforced.  Not  that  we  would  have 

wrong,  by  any  means,  done  to  any  scholar,  but  rather,  that 

justice  be  visited  upon  the  few  who  are  guilty,  and  not 

injustice  upon  the  many  who  are  innocent. 

Reading. — Good  reading  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  most 

important  branch  of  education.  It  is,  indeed,  a  great  ac- 
complishment ;  and  the  common  school  is  the  place  for 

acquiring  it.  The  teacher  should  not  only  understand  the 

pauses  and  pronunciation,  but  he  should  understand  the 

elocutionary  department,  so  that  he  can  read  a  passage,  and 

give  the  various  modulations  of  voice,  as  a  perfect  example 

for  his  scholars  to  imitate.  One  paragraph,  or  one  verse, 

taken  up  at  each  lesson,  and  so  thoroughly  studied  that  each 

member  of  a  class  can  read  it  correctly,  is  better  than  pages 

read  over  in  the  hasty  careless  manner  that  is  practiced  in 

some  schools.  Good  reading,  like  good  music,  thrills  with 

its  magic  power,  and  awakens  an  answering  chord  in  every 
breast. 

Writing. — That  this  branch  of  education  is  altogether  too 

much  neglected,  those  who  examine  the  writing-books  in 
most  of  our  schools  will  testify.  What  Henry  Ward  Beecher 

says  of  dress  will  apply  to  writing.  He  says  that  "dress 
does  not  make  a  man,  but  when  a  man  is  made  he  looks  bet- 
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tef  dressed  up."  So  writing  does  not  make  ideas,  but  if  a 
person  has  ideas  worth  committing  to  paper,  they  certainly 

ought  to  be  written  in  a  neat,  legible  manner.  A  few  days 

ago  we  received  a  communication  from  a  publishing  house 

in  Boston,  with  the  agent's  name  signed  in  such  a  scrawling 
manner  that  had  we  not  seen  it  in  print  we  must  forever 

have  remained  in  ignorance  as  to  what  it  was.  Such  writing 

is  a  nuisance  and  imposition  to  the  person  who  must  try  and 

decipher  it.  Teachers  should  take  more  pains  to  thoroughly 

qualify  themselves  to  give  instruction  in  this  branch.  They 

should  be  able  to  illustrate  to  their  scholars  how  the  pen 
should  be  held,  and  how  the  letters  are  formed.  And  when 

the  writing-hour  comes,  insist  that  every  scholar  gives  his 
undivided  attention  to  it,  and  conforms  to  the  explanations 

and  copy  given  them  as  models,  else  there  will  be  but  little 

improvement. 

Grammar. — This  is  usually  considered  by  scholars  a  dull, 
dry  study,  and  teachers  should  understand  and  appreciate  its 

importance,  so  as  to  be  wide  awake  in  devising  interesting 

methods  of  teaching  it.  We  would  like  to  see  Aids  to  Eng- 
lish Composition  introduced  into  all  the  higher  departments 

of  school,  to  be  taught  in  connection  with  grammar.  In  the 

only  school  where  it  was  introduced  the  past  year,  the  teacher 

assured  us  that  the  class,  consisting  of  some  twenty-five 
members,  were  much  interested,  and  certainly  the  results 

were  highly  satisfactory.  We  have  not  a  very  high  opinion 

of  those  who  think  more  of  dead  and  foreign  languages  than 
they  do  of  our  own.  When  we  meet  with  such,  we  are 

reminded  of  a  young  man  who  engaged  to  teach  school  in 
the  same  town  where  we  were  once  teaching.  He  was 

brought  before  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (with  whom  we 

boarded)  for  examination,  and,  among  other  questions,  was 

asked,  What  connects  North  and  South  America?" 
Scratching  his  head  and  looking  quite  perplexed,  he  finally 

said,  **he  had  not  paid  much  attention  to  the  common 

branches ;  he  had  been  studying  the  higher,  preparing  to  en- 
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ter  college ;  really,  he  had  forgotten  whether  it  was  land  or 

water." 
Aeithmetic. — Of  this  branch  we  cannot  say  but  what 

there  is  time  enough  spent  in  studying  it.  Most  children 
commence  it  at  the  age  of  six  or  seven,  and  continue  to  drone 

over  it  as  long  as  they  attend  school,  if  to  the  age  of  twenty- 

one.  In  one  school  we  found  Eobinson's  Higher  and  Prac- 

tical ;  Greenleaf 's  Higher,  besides  some  four  classes  in  alge- 

bra. We  thought  this  *'too  much  of  a  good  thing,"  and 
requested  that  the  algebra  classes  be  combined  into  two,  at 

least,  and  that  Greenleaf 's  Arithmetic  be  excluded  from  the 
list  of  studies.  In  another  school  we  found  the  same  written 

arithmetics,  algebra,  and  several  classes  in  Robinson's  Men- 

tal and  Primary.  We  requested  Greenleaf 's  to  be  excluded 
from  this  school.  Now,  with  the  numberless  classes  or 

divisions  that  a  teacher  must  make — especially  in  a  mixed 

school — in  arithmetic,  it  takes  nearly  one-half  of  each  school- 

day  to  hear  these  recitations ;  much  more,  we  think — and 

we  would  not  undervalue  it — than  its  importance  demands. 
We  believe  one  text-book  on  written  and  one  on  mental 

arithmetic,  is  sufficient  for  our  common  schools.  These, 

with  a  teacher  competent  to  teach  them  in  a  thorough,  prac- 
tical  manner,  will  furnish  a  scholar  with  all  the  knowledge 

he  need  have  of  this  branch,  to  enter  any  of  our  higher 

institutions  of  learning  in  half  the  time  spent  upon  the 
study  now. 

We  now  pass  to  a  brief  view  of  the  schools  and  teachers, 

for  the  last  year,  which,  with  the  knowledge  we  have  of 

them,  we  will  endeavor  to  give  in  an  impartial  manner. 

West  Primary  School. — This  school,  throughout  the  • 
year,  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Sara  M.  Newhall. 
Miss  Newhall  is  an  excellent  teacher,  and  performed  a  work 

in  this  school  that  will  long  be  remembered  by  both  pupils 

and  parents.  Her  examinations  called  forth  much  and  well- 
deserved  praise  for  herself  and  scholars. 
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West  Inteemediate  School. — This  is  a  difficult  school 

to  keep  in  working  order,  and  needs  a  teacher  of  much  firm- 
ness and  decision.  Such  an  one  was  found  in  Miss  E.  I. 

Draper,  who  had  charge  throughout  the  year.  It  gave  us 

much  pleasure,  at  the  examinations,  to  highly  commend  this 

teacher  for  the  labor  she  had  performed,  and  many  of  the 

scholars  for  the  advancement  they  had  made. 

West  Grammar  School.  This  school  was  taught  by 

Miss  Jennie  A.  Conant  during  the  Spring  and  Fall  terms, 

who  fully  sustained  her  well-established  reputation  as  a 
teacher.  The  examination  was  well  attended,  and  gave  good 

satisfaction.  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Burr  taught  during  the  AVinter 

term.  Miss  Burr  is  a  good  teacher,  and  had  not  a  few 

scholars  so  far  demeaned  themselves  as  to  injure  the  govern- 
ment, the  school  would  have  been  a  highly  successful  one. 

This  school  contains  some  of  the  most  advanced  scholars  of 

any  in  town. 

East  School. — Miss  A.  J.  Whittredge  was  placed  in 
charge  during  the  Spring  and  Fall  terms,  and  Mr.  W.  L. 

Hurd  during  the  Winter  term.  Both  were  inexperienced 
teachers,  and  did  not  succeed  so  well  as  we  could  wish. 

We  think,  however,  it  might  have  been  otherwise,  had  the 

teachers  met  with  proper  encouragement.  Mr.  Hurd  came 

well  recommended,  and  is  a  young  man  of  good  abilities. 

North  School. — This  is  a  quiet  and  orderly  school,  where 
the  scholars  appreciate  the  advantages  afforded  and  try  to 

make  the  most  of  them.  Miss  Lottie  A.  Button  was  placed 

in  charge  during  the  Spring  term,  and  commenced  the  Fall, 

but  left,  when  part  through,  for  reasons  that  hardly  met  our 

•approval.  Mrs.  Angie  Harris  finished  the  term  with  her 
usual  success.  The  Winter  term  was  under  the  care  of  Miss 

Sarah  W.  Loker.  Miss  Loker  is  a  thorough  scholar  herself, 

and  an  excellent  teacher.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  her  instruc- 
tion, and  the  advancement  of  the  school,  met  our  warm 

approval. 
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South  Primary  School. — Miss  Martha  A.  Whitney  was 
placed  ill  charge  during  the  Spring  term,  and  considering  the 

size  of  the  school  (part  of  the  Intermediate  were  placed  in 

this  school  for  this  term),  and  that  it  was  her  first  effort,  did 

t;ery  well.  Miss  Hattie  E.  Handley,  also  a  beginner,"  had 
charge  during  the  Fall  term.  The  examination  was  very 
pleasant  indeed  and  showed  that  her  labors  had  been  a 

decided  success.  Miss  Whitney  again  had  charge  during 

the  Winter  term,  and  governed  and  instructed  the  school 
much  to  our  satisfaction. 

South  Intermediate  School. — The  scholars  belonging 
to  this  school  were  divided,  and  part  sent  to  the  Grammar, 

and  part  to  the  Primary,  for  the  Spring  term.  The  Fall 

term  was  taught  by  Miss  Whitney  with  fair  success.  The 

Winter  term  was  commenced  by  Miss  Nellie  M.  Bradley. 

Some  of  the  scholars  behaved  so  badly  that  she  became  dis- 
couraged, and  left  the  third  day.  Miss  Handley  succeeded 

her,  and  did  the  best  she  could  to  restore  order,  but  did  not 

succeed  quite  so  well  as  we  could  have  wished.  There  are 

some  rogues  in  this  school  who  need  severe  discipline. 

South  Grammar  School. — This  school  had  the  advantage 
of  the  same  excellent  teacher  for  another  year.  Miss  Com- 
stock  has  labored  here  with  such  untiring  industry  that  her 

school,  in  many  respects,  has  become  a  model  one.  The 

examinations  were  of  that  high  order  that  need  no  praise 

from  us.  We  will  only  speak  of  the  large  class  in  Aids  to 

English  Composition ;  every  member  answered  promptly, 
and  not  a  question  was  missed. 

South-East  School.  —  This  school  was  unfortunate 

enough  to  have  four  teachers  during  the  year.  Miss  Cor- 
rinna  Shattuck  taught  during  the  Spring  term,  how  well, 
we  cannot  say,  as  our  predecessor  left  us  no  minutes.  Miss 

Lizzie  S.  Piper  taught  during  the  Fall  term  with  excellent 

success,  considering  it  was  her  first  effort  at  school  teaching. 

Her  examination  showed  that  the  scholars  had  made  good 
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improvement.  Miss  Piper  has  two  good  traits  for  a  teacher  : 

energy  and  decision.  The  Winter  term  was  commenced  by 

Miss  Anna  Randall,  who,  from  lack  of  energy  to  either 

govern  or  instruct,  soon  left.  Miss  Maria  P.  Hastings  was 

then  engaged  to  finish  the  term.  Miss  Hastings  passed  one 

of  the  best  examinations  of  any  teacher  that  ever  came  before 

us,  and  we  heartily  wish  her  success  in  her  first  efibrt.  And 

had  she  maintained  good  order  it  would  have  been  all  we 

desired.  The  examination  was  better  than  we  expected ; 

indeed,  quite  good. 
Centre  Primary  School. — This  school  had  three  different 

teachers  during  the  year.  Miss  Carrie  M.  Hapgood  in  the 

Spring ;  Miss  Junia  S.  Bartlett  in  the  Fall ;  and  Miss 
Lizzie  M.  Priest  in  the  Winter.  We  have  no  record  of 

Miss  Hapgood's  success.  Both  the  other  teachers  won  for 
themselves  much  credit,  for  their  good  order  and  thorough 

instruction.  At  the  examinations,  we  were  pleased  to  give 

the  scholars  much  praise  for  the  prompt  and  correct  mamier 
in  which  they  recited. 

Centre  Grammar  School. — Miss  Piiest  had  charge  of 
this  school  during  the  Spring  and  Fall  terms.  Under  her 

instruction  the  scholars  made  good  progress,  and  were 
commended  at  the  examination.  The  Winter  term  was 

commenced  by  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson.  Mr.  Jackson  had  borne 

the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  teacher,  and,  we  doubt 
not,  would  have  carried  the  school  to  a  succesful  close  had 

his  health  proved  equal  to  the  task  imposed  upon  it.  That 

failing,  he  relinquished  his  charge  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 

week.  E.  F.  Richardson  was  engaged  to  teach  the  remain- 
der of  the  term.  As  to  his  success,  we  leave  other  and  less 

partial  judges,  to  record. 

Changes  in  Text-Books. — Town's  series  of  readers, 
which  had  been  in  our  schools  for  a  long  time,  were  ex- 

changed for  Hillard's  ; — a  change  which  was  much  needed, 
and,  we  believe,  is  giving  universal  satisfaction.  At  the 

commencement  of  the  year,  the  P.  D.  and  S.  system  of  pen- 
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manship  was  exchanged  for  the  Spenceriaii.  This,  however, 

after  a  fair  trial,  not  proving  what  was  desired,  a  subsequent 

change  was  made  for  the  Potter  and  Hammond  series, 

which,  we  think,  in  some  respects,  is  superior  to  any  we 

have  examined.  We  would  advise  a  change  in  our  mental 

arithmetics  as  soon  as  possible.  Robinson's,  which  are  now 
in  use,  are  altogether  too  difficult  for  ordinary  intellects, 

— they  discourage  to  begin  with.  The  fact  is,  most  of  the 
problems  require  a  good  knowledge  of  written  arithmetic 

to  solve  them  with  any  degree  of  facility.  This  is  not  as  it 

should  be,  and  we  hope  soon  to  see  a  more  simple  and 

gradual  book  introduced. 

E.  F.  RICHARDSON, 

ChairmaM. 



FINANCIAL, 

SOUTH  SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation,  $642  53 
Balance  from  last  year,  9  46 

Amount  paid  teachers,  $575  25 
Paid  for  fuel,  47  41 
Furniture,  care  of  rooms  and  fires,  11  67 
Balance  to  new  account,  17  66 

$651  99 

$651  99 
E.  F.  Richardson,  Committee, 

CENTRE  SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation,  $448  65 
Balance  from  last  year,        '  31  68 

Amount  paid  teachers,  $449  96 
Paid  for  fuel,  26  37 
Care  of  rooms  and  fires,  4  00 

$480  33 

$480  33 

Moses  Taylor,  Committee-. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $243  71 
Balance  from  last  year,  22  05 

Amount  paid  teachers,  '                          $192  90 
Paid  for  fuel,  20  00 
Care  of  rooms  and  fires,  5  00 
Balance  to  new  account,  47  86 

$265  76 

$265  76 

Georgie  Wilde,  Committee. 

(13) 
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NOETH  SCHOOL, 

Appropriation,  $243  71 
Balance  from  last  year,  2  89 

Amount  paid  teachers,  $221  35 
Paid  for  fuel,  16  00 
Care  of  rooms  and  fires,  5  36 
Balance  to  new  account y  3  89 

$246 

$246 John  White,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL, 

Appropriation,  $254  79 
Balance  from  last  year,  2  29 

Amount  paid  teachers,  $227  00 
Paid  for  fuel,  19  00 
Care  of  rooms  and  fires,  2  75 
Balance  to  new  account,  .  .                       8  33 

$257 

$257 William  B.  Davis,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $642  53 
Balance  from  last  year,  4  00 

Amount  paid  teachers,  $594  00 
Paid  for  fuel  39  25 
Care  of  rooms  and  fires,  6  00 
Balance  to  new  account,  7  28 

$646  53 

$646  53 
Levi  Stephens,  Committee. 

Number  of  children  reported  by  Assessors,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and. fifteen,  306. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  town,  $2,325  00 
Income  from  State  school  fund,  150  92 

Total  for  schools,  $2,475  92 

Sum  appropriated  by  town  for  each  scholar  reported  j 
by  Assessors,  $7  60: 
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The  Selectmen  and  other  Officers 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 
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INCLUDING  THE 

Marriages,  Births  and  Deaths  in  1870.  - 

I  AtSO, 

f 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

TOLMAN  &  WHITE,  PEINTEKS,  221  WASHINGTON  STREET,  BOSTON. 
1871. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  RECEIPTS. 

Unexpended  Balance  of  last  year, 
$3282 

97 

Borrowed  of  Wm.  Wheeler, 500 00 

Regular  Town  Grant, 4500 Kjyj 
Town  Grant  to  build  School  Houses, 3000 yjyj 

Town  Grant  for  Schools, 2325 00 

Town  Grant  for  Highways, 1200 00 
State  Tax, 2300 00 

County  Tax, 933 
36 

Military  Account, 807 00 

State  Aid,  to  January  1st,  1870, 282 00 

Corporation  Tax, 
Uniforms  for  Company  E, 

768 
14 

80 
00 

Armory  rent,  1869, 
150 00 

School  Fund, 185 
54 

From  sale  of  old  School  House,  East  District,  105 00 
East  School  House  stove. 4 00 

Surplus  from  Town  Farm,  last  year, 477 
07 

Use  of  Town  Hall, 131 25 
Use  of  cellar. 

10 48 

Dog  Fund, 77 
11 

$21,118  22 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  John  E.  Cutter,  for  Centre  School,  $513  94 
L.  AV.  Stevens,  West  "  669  62 
Wm.  W.  Worster,  South  "  669  62 
Wm.  B.  Davis,  East  "  258  36 
John  White,  North  "  244  12 
Geo.  Wilde,  South  East  "  244  12 

(3) 
$2,599  78 
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SCHOOL  HOUSE  REPAIRS. 

Paid  L.  W.  Stevens,  West  District, 
Wm.  B.  Davis,  East  " 
John  White,  North  " 
J.  E.  Cutter,  South  East  " "  Centre 

Wm.  W.  Worster,  " 

AND  INCIDENTALS. 

$26  79 9  30 

7  00 
16  00 
13  38 
7  38 

  $79  85 

REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

Daniel  Fletcher,  for  1869, 

$5 

80 
A.  H.  Jones, 

57 
30 

Samuel  Chaffin, 85 00 
Jon.  A.  Piper, 54 30 
J.  E.  Billings, .  89 

85 John  Grimes, 
41 

60 

Henry  Ilaynes, 32 

54 

James  Tuttle, 
124 

94 

Jas.  C.  Wheeler, 26 

50 

John  Harris, 36 
71 Luther  Conant, 64 00 

Francis  Pratt, 75 
00 

1.  T.  Flagg, 
37 96 

Addison  B.  Wheeler, 26 
40 

Adelbert  Mead, 145 03 
J.  E.  Cutter, 

79 35 
C.  A.  Crampton, 39 00 

the 

SPECIAL  REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS 

Paid  George  W.  Livermore, 
Luke  Hapgood,  gravel, 
John  Grimes,  building  bridge  near 

house  of  Alonzo  Tuttle, 
William  D.  Tuttle,  surveying  road  in 

West  Acton, 
D.  Harris,  repairing  bridges  and  roads, 
•James  E.  Bilflngs,  repairing  and  railing 

roads,  near  Wetherbee's  Mills, 
James  Tuttle,  putting  in  sluice  near 

Tarbell's  store, 
Wm.  W.  Davis,  repairing  road  in  the 

centre  of  the  town, 
John  Conant,  widening  and  railing  the 
bridge  near  his  house,  and  repairing 
two  other  bridges. 

AND 

$10 
2 

6 18 

,021  28 

BRIDGES. 
55 
50 

65  00 

00 

62 
13  40 

26  50 

222  22 

132  84 
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Paid  Luther  Conant,  relaying  bridge,  and  re- 
pairing road,  near  the  house  of  L.  II. 

Forbiish,  85  00 
L.  W.  Piper,  for  straightening  road  near 

his  house,  55  14 
Land  for  same,  20  00 
Francis  Pratt,  repairing  bridge  near  pow- 
der mills,  4  00 

A.  G.  Fay,  for  ditto,                                10  15 
A.  B.  Wheeler,  building  sluice,                  12  20 
A.  L.  Tuttle,  work  on  gravel  pit  road,         24  14 
Estate  of  Joel  Hanscom,  for  work  done 

on  road  near  the  house  of  Luther  Pi- 
per,                                                  13  00 

Joel  Hanscom,  for  land,                           11  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  repairing  bridge,                   15  00 
A.  H.  Jones,  for  relaying  sluice  near 

Dwight's  Mill,  54  25 
Henry  Haynes,  9  96 
A.  Mead,  repairing  sluices,  10  00 

$821  a: 

BREAKING  ROADS  IN  1869-70. 
Paid  George  W.  Livermore,  $10  40 

Antoine  Bulette,  37  40 
Addison  B.  Wheeler,  8  50 
Daniel  Fletcher,  17  40 
James  Tuttle,  17  40 
E.  H.  Cutler,  14  60 
J.  B.  Houghton,  16  00 
Samuel  Hosmer,  2  40 
John  Grimes,  5  80 
George  Harris,  3  00 
Henry  Haynes,  5  30 
'A.  Mead,  8  75 
Simon  Tuttle,  9  15 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  board  for  Mrs.  Jonas  Handley,  $18  00 
J.  Billings,  for  Lot  Fitch,  1868,  2  50 
Samuel  Hosmer,  expenses  to  Natick,  re- 

specting Mrs.  Luke  Law,  60 
Support  of  Julia  A.  Haynes,  10  25 

Sarah  Childs,  22  75 

"          James  O.  Fitch,  54  63 
Betsey  J.  Fitch,  10  00 

$156  10 
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Paid  for  funeral  expenses  of  James  O.  Fitch,      31  00 
Joseph  Noyes,  journey  to  Boston  respect- 

ing James  O.  Fitch,  and  settling  ac- 
count, 4  00 

Simon  Tuttle,  rent  of  house  for  Mrs. 
Sarah  White,  10  00 

Simon  Tuttle,  journey  to  Boston,  respect- 
ing N.  P.  Haynes,  3  00 

Do.,  journey  to  Bolton,  1  50 
Luther  Conant,  support  of  Mrs.  Sarah 

White  in  Worcester,  27  50 
S195 

EXPENSES  OF   TOWN  FARM. 

Paid  J.  W.  Livermore,  for  hay, 
J.  E.  Billings,  pauper  register,  1868, 
Samuel  Hosmer,  work, 
Benj.  F.  Merriam,  stone, 
Simon  Tuttle,  material  for  Town  Farm 

House, 

Do.,  work  done  on  Town  Farm  buildings, 
Do.,  labor  and  material, 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  work. 
Coffin  and  robe  for  Cyrus  Handley, 
Jos.  Noyes,  assistance  rendered  travellers, 
Simon  Tuttle,  for  paint, 

"  32  rolls  of  paper, 
"  fixing  for  door, 
"  moving  building, 
"  services  as  building  committ( 

John  Grimes,  labor, 
Dr.  Cowdrey,  timber, 
Francis  Conant,  labor  and  lime, 
James  Billings,  225  feet  clapboards, 
A.  H.  Hodgman,  for  work, 
Cash  paid. 
For  stove  and  funnel. 
Cash  for  pump. 
For  lead  pipe, 
For  lodging  travellers, 
Frank  Robbins,  sawing, 

$50 

00 
3 50 
4 00 25 

00 
65 

60 

182 87 
277 

42 

30 02 
15 

60 

6 00 
3 00 
5 40 
1 

50 

1 
10 

5e,  6 
00 

18 
00 

2 92 30 
62 

9 00 
7 00 

75 3 50 
10 

00 1 

25 
50 

43 
93 

$804 
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INTEREST. 

Paid  Augustine  Conant,  $292  00 
Calvin  Harris,  24  00 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  39  00 
Lydia  R.  Keyes,  36  00 
Frederick  Rouillard,  102  00 
James  E.  Billings,  131  47 
Daniel  Harris,  48  32 
D.  M.  Handley,  102  00 
Joel  Hanscom,  40  80 
J.  R.  Whitcomb,  30  00 
Luther  Billings,  12  00 
Cyrus  Conant,  140  00 

PRINTING. 

Paid  Tolman  &  White,  for  warrants,  &c.,  20  00 

Selectmen's  reports,  16  70 
Town  Officers'  reports,  93  35 
Notices  of  cattle  disease,  2  50 

MILITARY. 

Paid  for  uniforms  for  Co.  E,  $80  00 
May  drill  and  Fall  encampment,  807  00 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  Hiram  W.  Wetherbee,  $18  00 
Hattie  N.  Wilder,  96  00 
Rebecca  C.  Wright,  48  00 
Joanna  Moulton,  48  00 
Emily  C.  Harding,  8  00 
Nancy  B.  Richards,  57  33 
Minnie  A.  Munroe,  62  53 

$997  59 

$132  55 

$887  00 

$337  86 

CEMETERY. 

Paid  Martin  Pike,  for  work  in  East  Cemetery,  besides 
$5.50  worth  of  hay  sold,  $24  42 
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TOWN  TOMB. 

Paid  William  Reed,  labor, 
S.  L.  Dutton,  sharpening  tools, 
E.  J.  Robbins,  for  cash  paid, 
John  White,  granite, 
Charles  Wheeler,  teaming, 
A.  Davis,  sharpening  tools, 
John  Harris,  labor, 

Daniel  Harris,  " 
Luke  Smith, 

"       "     for  cash  paid, 
Luke  Tuttle,  teaming, 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  door, 
Ai  Robbins,  labor, 
William  Reed,  for  granite, 
William  W.  Davis,  for  cash  paid, 

"      "       "    journey  to  Westford, 

$69 

60 
Q o 
O 00 

10 
J- V/ 

00 \J\J 
fifi U  U 00 \}\J 
A 

90 

45 60 
50 

148 00 15 62 

14 
00 30 66 

45 00 
60 

00 4 00 
2 

50 

$558  67 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  E.  F.  Richardson,   Superintendent  of 
Schools,  $70  00 

Estate  of  Charles  Little,                    -  20  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Town  Clerk 

for  the  year  ending  March  6,  1871,  25  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  collecting  taxes,  80  00 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  services  as  Assessor,  18  00 

A.  C.  Handley,           "      "         "  21  00 
C.  A.  Harrington,  "  "  "  18  00 
William  W.  Davis,  services  as  Selectman,  36  00 
E.  J.  Robbins,            "       "         "  20  00 
C.  Robinson,               "       "         "  14  00   $322  00 

TOWN  HOUSE. 

Paid  John  E.  Cutter,  for  lead  and  oil,  $131  28 
"     "      "      "  teaming,  3  15 

Francis  Jones,  painting,  230  80 

Cyrus  Fletcher,         *  8  49 J.  Fletcher  &  Sons,  3,660  lbs.  coal,  14  64 
"       "            "     freight,  3  20 
"                    "     teaming,  2  00 
"       "  "     weighing,  24 
Charles  Robinson,  42J  gals,  kerosene,  13  37 
for  kerosene  barrel,  1  50 
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Paid  Geo.  Sawyer,  opening  town-ball  7G  times,     52  05 
71  gallons  oil  at  .50,  3  75 
coal  bod,  1  05 
G  lamp  cbimneys,  80 
1  broom,  50 
setting  glass,  50 
wasbing  floors,  6  00 
care  of  clock,  10  00 

$483  32 

EAST  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

Paid  James  E.  Billings,  $3,000  00 
For  lead  and  oil,  18  22 

  13,018  22 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  H.  S.  Hapgood,  tolling  bell  for  5  deatbs,  $1  00 
Levi  W.  Stevens,  for  examining  scbool 

bouses  in  18G9,  2  00 
Lydia  R.  Keyes,  on  account  of  note,  100  00 
Peter  Tenney,  for  borse  sbed,  10  00 
Francis  Dwigbt,  repairing  bearse,  28  00 
Jobn  Fletcber,  Jr.,  for  rent  of  Armory,  150  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  for  stationery,  1  50 
Express  on  Scbool  Reports,  30 
Running  line  on  Town  Common,  2  50 
Meeting  County  Commissioners  at  West 
Acton,  1  50 

Express  on  Laws  and  Resolves,  35 
Casb  and  express  for  Law  Book,  40 
For  express,  30 
Jobn  Fletcber,  Jr.,  for  reception  of  Mas- 

sacbusetts  military,  287  34 
Removing  Tablets  and  painting  Mon- 

ument fence,  9  37 
D.  H.  Hall,  tolling  bell  for  7  deatbs,  1  75 
Cyrus  Fletcber,  for  attending  13  funerals, 

from  Jan.  1,  18G9,  to  April  1,  18G9,  32  50 
Making  returns  of  13  deatbs,  1  30 
Selectmen  perambulating  Sudbury  line 
and  moving  town  bounds,  3  50 

Perambulating  Boxboro'  line,  1  50 
Carlisle     "  1  50 
Littleton  "  1  50 

Expenses  incurred  in  running  Stow  line 
and  establisbing  bounds,  47  17 
2 
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Paid  J.  E.  Cutter,  insurance  on  East  School 
house  for  five  years, 

Cyrus  Hale,  for  express, 
William  W.  Davis,  postage  and  stationery, 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  express  on  Public  Documents 
Do.,  journey  to  Sudbury  to  make  out  elec 

tion  returns, 
Do.,  postage  on  election  returns. 
Do.,  collecting  and  recording  24  births, 
Do.,  recording  18  marriages. 
Do.,  recording  18  deaths, 
Do.,  express  on  law  book. 
Do.,  stationery  and  postage, 
Francis  Dwight,  superintending  17  fune- rals. 

Expense  on  hearse, 
"       "  sleigh  hearse, 

Making  returns  of  21  deaths, 
J.  E.  Cutter,  notifying  persons  to  take 

oath  of  office. 

Stamp  for  William  Wheeler's  note, 
D.  Wetherbee,  collector's  book, 
"  "  express. 
Cutler  Brothers,  rent  of  School-room, 
James  Tuttle,       "  "  " 
James  Blodgett,  selling  old  School-house 

in  East  District, 
Geo.  Sawyer,  tolling  bell  for  9  deaths, 
Geo.  Eopes,  plan  for  West  School-house, 
Levi  Dow,  highway  damages, 
E.  Robbins,  use  of  tomb  20  years. 

bl 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  FEB.  26,  1870,  TO  FEB.  27,  1871. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  Report  of  Feb.  26,  1870,  $3,282  27 
Appropriations,  11,025  00 
Other  Receipts,  6,810  95 

$21,118  22 

EXPENDITURES. 
Support  of  Schools,  $2,599  78 
Repairs  of  School-houses  and  Incidentals,  79  85 
Regular  highway  work,  1,021  28 
Special  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  821  47 
Breaking  roads,  156  10 
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Support  of  poor, 195 73 

Expenses  of  Town  Farm, 804 
48 

Interest, 
Printing, 

997 59 
132 55 

Military, 887 
00 

State  aid, 337 80 
Cemetery, 24 42 
Town  Tomb, 558 67 
Town  Officers, 322 00 

Town-house, 483 32 
East  School-house - 

3,018 
22 

Miscellaneous, 
1,018 

28 
State  Tax, 

2,300 
00 

County  Tax, 
933 36 

 S16,691  96 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  February  27,  1871,     $4,426  26 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Ebenezer  Conant, 
$2,067-  66 Augustine  Conant, 4,135  33 Daniel  Harris, 840  86 

Frederick  Rouillard, 1,778  10 
Joel  Hanscom, 
James  E.  Billings, 

700  40 

2,237  57 
David  M.  Hundley, 

1,745  90 Isaac  T.  Flagg, 
Lydia  R.  Keyes, 

111  50 
527  60 

Calvin  Harris, 
Luther  Billings, 

202  60 
202  60 

John  R.  Whitcomb, 506  50 

Jonas  K.  Putney, 687  37 
William  Wheeler, 523  00 

Owe  for  East  School-house,  about. 100  00 

"    "  grave-stones  for  Mrs.  Brown  and 
Titus  Williams, 50  00 

Amount  due  from  State  Aid, $337  86 
"           "  Treasurer, 4,426  26 

$4,764  12 

Balance  against  the  Town,  $1 1,652  87 

WM.  W.  DAVIS,  )  Selectmen, 
E.  J.  ROBBINS,  \  of 
C.ROBINSON,  )  Acton, 

Acton,  February  27,  1871. 

! 



REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUEES 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

For  THE  Yeah  Ending  April  1st,  1871. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND  APRIL  1st,  1871. 

12  cows,  $672.00  ;  horse,  250.00  ;  shotes,  13.00,  $935  00 
6  tons  of  hay,  162.00;  5  bushels  ashes,  1.25;  2  tur- 

keys, 5.00,  168  25 
250  lbs.  pork,  40.00  ;  60  lbs.  lard,  10.80 ;  40  lbs.  can- 
dles, 6.00,  56  80 

26  fowls,  19.50  ;  140  lbs.  bacon,  23.33,  42  83 
3  bbls.  apples,  6.00  ;  10  bush,  potatoes,  5.00  ;  §  bbl. 

soap,  3.00,  14  00 
i  bbl.  flour,  4.75.  4  75 

,221  63 

RECEIPTS. 

For  milk,  $992.32  ;  teaming  milk,  84.00  ;  calves,  48.77,  $1,125  09 
Hoop-poles,  35.01 ;  eggs,  9.21  ;  chickens,  8.75, 

slabs,  7.71,  60  68 
Lard,  6.50  ;  potatoes,  33.00  ;  berries,  20.00  ;  grapes, 
2.60,  62  10 

Apples,  145  ;  tomatoes,  1.00  ;  cabbages,  .50  ;  skew- 
ers, 2.10,  148  60 

Oxen,  205.00  ;  work  of  oxen,  6.30  ;  teaming,  1.50,        212  80 

$1,609  27 Received  of  treasury  to  pay  for  hay,  50  00 

$1,659  27 (12) 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  beans,  $2.59  ;  medicine,  4.10  ;  mending  boots,  .67,  $7  36 
Repairing  wagon,  5.75  ;  bug  poison,  .75  ;  whet- 

stones, .37,  6  87 
Raisins,  1.06  ;  haying-tools,  8.02  ;  card,  .25,  9  33 
Barrels,  13.55  ;  oxen,  225.00  ;  carving-knife,  1.00,  239  55 
Pails,  1.50  ;  making  cider,  1.97  ;  lantern,  1.25,  4  72 
Butchering,  2.00  ;  repairing  pump,  3.00  ;  pigs,  8.00,  13  00 
Account  books,  .70  ;  filing  saw,  1.13  ;  wrench,  1.25,  3  08 
Whiffle-tree,  .37  ;  curtains,  .42  ;  pasturing  cows,  38.50,  39  29 
Cutting  hoop-poles,  12.80  ;  tin  ware,  1.25  •  14  05 
Weighing  hay,  1.50  ;  repairing  harness,  2.25,  3  75 
Smoking  bacon,  .70  ;  hooping  bbl.  .40  ;  wood-box,  .25,  1  35 
Blacksmith's  bill  35.26  ;  1  pair  reins,  2.75,  38  01 
Nails,  .83  ;  brooms,  1.08  ;  slippers,  .75  ;  kettle,  .85,  3  51 
Axe-helve,  .30  ;  grass-seed,  4.53  ;  potatoes,  9.75,  14  58 
Rope,  .40  ;  castings,  1.75  ;  garden  seeds,  .42  ;  hoe,  .75,  3  32 
Stove  polish,  .10  ;  tomato  plants,  1.05  ;  hops,  .20,  1  35 
Handles,  .64  ;  spider,  .50  ;  basket,  .92,  2  06 
Paint,  .57  ;  varnish,  1.75  ;  oil-cloth,  2.64,  4  96 
Toweling,  .90  ;  clothing,  12.75  ;  vinegar,  .69,  -  14  34 
Yeast,  .10  ;  crackers,  .80  ;  rice,  .66  ;  onions,  1.05,  2  61 
Rosin,  .18  ;  can,  .37  ;  saltjoetre,  .18  ;  squash,  .44,  117 
Axe,  1.25  ;  use  of  bull,  3.00  ;  oil,  4.36,  8  61 
Labor,  142.09  ;  nutmegs,  .35  ;  cloves,  .13  ;  matches, 
1.85,  144  42 

Cassia,  .96  ;  sugar,  26.41  ;  tea,  19.05  ;  starch,  .14,  46  56 
Pepper,  .46  ;  mustard,  .47  ;  cream  tartar,  1.15  ;  gin- 
ger, .46,  2  54  • 

Saleratus,  .96  ;  molasses,  16.84  ;  cheese,  14.47,  32  27 
Soap,  6.97  ;  salt,  6.35  ;  fish,  10.99  ;  butter,  53.72,  78  03 
Meat,  95.13  ;  tobacco,  12.61  ;  flour,  65.72,  173  46 
Plaster,  4.40  ;  corn,  6.85  ;  rye,  1.86  ;  oats,  10.94,  24  05 
Corn-meal,  172.00  ;  oil-meal,  154.46  ;  shorts,  91.66,  418  12 
Hay,  115.68  ;  hen  feed,  3.97  ;  grinding,  .48,  120  13 

Teaming,  2.00  ;  Dr.  Cowdrey's  bill,  16.00,  18  00 
Services  of  John  Blood  and  wife,  285  00 
Luther  Conant,  making  Report  to  Board  of  State 

Charities,  and  Report  to  the  Town,  6  00 
Luther  Conant,   for  services  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  8  00 
Joseph  Noyes,     "       "      "         "     "    "     "  8  00 
Simon  Tuttle,      "       "       "         "      "    "  10  00 

$1,811  45 Total  amount  of  Receipts,  -  1,659  27 
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Drawn  from  Treasury,  to  balance  account,  $152  18 
Received  from  Treasury  to  pay  for  hay,  50  00 

Income  less  than  Expenditures,  $202  18 

One  hundred  and  six  lodgers,  also  breakfast  and  sup- 
per for  each,  $53,00. 

Interest  on  the  farm,  239  40 
Expenditures  in  excess  of  Receipts,  202  18 

$441  58 
Cr.  By  seventy-eight  dinners  furnished  carpenters  and 
masons,  29  25 

Cost  of  supporting  the  Poor,  $412  33 

Wliole  number  of  persons  (exclusive  of  travellers)  supported  in 

the  almshouse,  six ;  average  number,  four  and  one-half  ;  present 
number,  four. 

Luther  Conant,  )  Overseers 
Joseph  Notes, 
Simon  Tuttle, 

Acton,  April  1,  1871. 

NT,  \  Overseei 
5,      >  Of 

;,    )  Foot, 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

BIRTHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1870. 

No.   Date  of  Birth.  Name  of  Child  and  Parents' Names. 
1.  Jan.  3,  Fred  W.  Billings,  son  of  James  E.  and  Tamson 

Billino-s. 
Feb.  28,  Elwyn  Wheeler  Harris,  son  of  George  H.  and  Angle 

Harris. 
March  12,  Morris  Andrew  Lane,  son  of  Morris  and  Mary  E. 

Lane. 

4.  March  19,  Bertha  Elizabeth  Edmonds,  daughter  of  Albert  T. 
and  Maria  M.  Edmonds. 

5.  April  1,  John  Calnann,  son  of  Daniel  and  Ellen  Calnann. 
6.  April  12,  Patrick  Edward  Trainer,  son  of  Hugh  and  Hannah 
^,  Trainer. 

W.  April  29,  Edith  Sophia  Dunn,  daughter  of  Waldo  G.  *and Fannie  M.  Dunn. 
8.  May  2,  Samuel  James  Staple,  son  of  William  H.  and  Jane 

Staple. 

^  9.  May  17,  Hattie  Louise  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Alonzo  L.  and Ellen  C.  Tuttle. 
\^0.  May  18,  Velma  Augusta  Hosmer,  daughter  of  Augustine  and 

Susie  H.  Hosmer. 

^11.  May  21,  Horace  Mann  Counter,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  J. 
Counter. 

12.  May  25,  Ida  Marion  Littlefield,  daughter  of  Hanson  and 

^  Florence  M.  Littlefield. 
13.  June  29th,  Alfred  Dumont  Holt,  son  of  Abner  D.  and  Abbie 

J.  Holt. 
14.  July  3,  Lizzie  Mannion,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  Mannion. 

^5.  July  4,  Hobert  Emery  Mead,  sou  of  Oliver  W.  and  Lucy  M. 
Mead. 

16.  July  23,  Joel  Foster  Hay  ward,  son  of  Joel  F.  and  Sarah  E. 
Hay  ward. 

17.  July  26,  Charles  Franklin  Randall,  son  of  Freeman  L.  and 

^  Amelia  A.  Randall. 
48.  Aug.  14,  Lucius  Everett  Hosmer,  son  of  Lucius  S.  and  Ella 

F.  Hosmer. 

19.  Aug.  29,  Frank  Lester  Wyman,  son  of  Charles  and  Lucia  M. 
Wyman. 

(15) 
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*20.  Sept.  4,  AUie  May  Preston,  daughter  of  Oscar  E.  and  Mary E.  Preston. 
21.  Sept.  24,  Susan  Edwards  Conant,  daughter  of  Luther  and  S. 

Augusta  Conant. 
22.  Oct.  1,  Michael  James  Sherry,  son  of  John  and  Bridget 

Sherry. 

'\2o.  Nov.  12,  Lillian  Francis  Richardson,  daughter  of  Edward  F.^, and  Harriet  F.  Richardson. 
24.  Nov.  26,  Edwin  Mason  Parker,  son  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah 

H.  Parker. 
25.  Dec.  25,  Maria  Marion  Walker,  daughter  of  John  A.  and 

Betsey  M.  Walker. 
26.  Dec.  27,  Hattie  Elvira  Cobleigh,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 

Harriet  E.  Cobleigh 
Males,  15  ;  females,  11  ;  total,  26. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  ACTON  IN  1870. 

No.   Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  tlie  Parties. 
1.  Jan.  5,  Mr.  Lucius  S.  Ilosmer  and  Miss  Ella  F.  Tuttle,  both 

of  Acton. 
2.  Jan.  13,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Staples,  of  Stowe,  and  Miss  Isabella 

C.  Leland,  of  Acton. 
3.  March  17,  Mr.  John  Conant,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Anna  Eliza- 

beth Foster,  of  Barre. 
4.  April  20,  Mr.  Isaac  W.  Flagg,  of  Boston,  and  Miss  Emma 

Wetherbee,  of  Acton. 
5.  April  24,  Mr.  Elwyn  H.  Whitcomb,  of  Boxborough,  and  Miss 

Mary  F.  Houghton,  of  Acton. 
6.  April  28,  Mr.  Augustus  Bunce,  of  Westford,  and  Miss  Emily 

W.  Loker,  of  Acton. 
7.  May  11,  Mr.  William  H.  Wood,  and  Miss  Hattie  Tuttle,  both 

of  Acton. 
8.  May  14,  Mr.  Hiram  Dolby,  of  Lowell,  and  Miss  Abbie  A. 

Gates,  of  Acton. 
9.  June  5,  Mr.  James  D.  Coburn,  and  Miss  Mariette  M.  Graham, 

both  of  Acton. 
10.  June  27,  Mr.  John  P.  Rouillard,  of  Cambridge,  and  Miss 

Margaret  Wayne,  of  Acton. 
11.  July  17,  Mr.  Samuel  A.  Guilford  and  Miss  Ellen  M.  Keyes, 

both  of  Acton. 
12.  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Alvin  A.  Davis  and  Miss  Susan  M.  Smith, 

both  of  Acton. 
13.  Oct.  13,  Mr.  William  H.  Norton,  of  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  and 

and  Mary  F.  Dix,  of  Boston. 
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14.  Nov.  6,  Mr.  William  S.  Handley  and  Miss.  S.  Lizzie  Rich- 
ardson. • 

15.  Nov.  16,  Mr.  Albert  B.  Brown  and  Miss  Mary  L.  Stevens, 
both  of  Acton. 

16.  Nov.  19,  Mr.  Neil  Curry  and  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Wheeler, 
both  of  Acton. 

17.  Dec.  20,  Mr.  George  W.  Crampton  and  Miss  Estella  M. 
Wright,  both  of  Acton. 

18.  Dec.  25,  Mr.  David  C.  Cutler  and  Miss  Estella  A.  Mead,  both 
of  Acton. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  ACTON  IN  1870. 

No.  Date  of  Death.  Name  of  Deceased. 

1.  Feb.  16,  Mrs.  Eliza  Conant,  wife  of  Mr.  Silas  Conant,  aged 
65  yrs.  8  mos.  5  days. 

2.  Feb.  28,  Mr.  Cyrus  Putnam,  aged  72  yrs.  10  mos.  24  days. 
3.  March  5,  Mr.  Amos  Handley,  aged  70  years. 

4.  March  15,  Mrs.  Salome  C.  Kalloch,  aged  25  yrs'. 
5.  April  21,  James  Dooley,  aged  1  yr.  5  mos.,  son  of  Richard  and 

Joanna  Dooley. 
6.  April  28,  Mr.  Ira  Stockwell,  aged  64  yrs.  10  mos. 
7.  May  24,  Mrs.  Hattie  A.  Randolph,  aged  28  yrs.  7  mos. 
8.  June  10,  at  Port  Deposit,  Md.,  Charles  A.  Fletcher,  son  of 

Aaron  S.  and  Mary  T,  Fletcher,  aged  9  mos.  20 
days. 

9.  July  7,  Eddie  A.  Sawyer,  son  of  Henry  L.  and  Lucy  A.  Saw- 
yer, aged  2  mos.  1  day. 

10.  July  28,  Mrs.  Eunice  Maria  Flagg,  wife  of  Mr.  Isaac  T. 
Flagg,  aged  53  years. 

11.  July  28,  Mr.  Isaac  Bullard,  aged  79  yrs. 
12.  July  29,  Clara  L.  Bruce,  daughter  of  Jeptha  C.  and  Annie  E. 

Bruce,  aged  1  yr.  6  mos. 
13.  Aug.  27,  Miss  Mary  E.  Page,  aged  28  yrs.  6  mos. 
14.  Sept.  3,  Mrs.  Orie  L.  Hanscom,  wife  of  Mr.  Henry  Hanscom, 

aged  22  yrs.  6  mos. 
15.  Sept.  18,  Mr.  Winthrop  F.  Conant,  aged  55  yrs.  3  mos. 
16.  Sept.  30,  Lucius  Hapgood,  son  of  Andrew  and  Eliza  Hap- 

good,  aged  19  yrs.  7  mos.  26  days. 
17.  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Cyrus  Handley,  aged  61  yrs. 
18.  Dec.  2,  Mr.  Joel  Hanscom,  aged  68  yrs.  8  mos.  23  days. 

I  WILLIAM  D.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk. 

Acton,  March  26,  1871. 
i  3 
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REPORT. 

To  THE  Citizens  of  Acton  : 

Your  Committee  are  happy  in  l)eing  able  to  report  the 

condition  of  the  schools  as  prosperous  and  healthy,  and 

generally  successful.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  open 

rebellion  during  the  past  year,  and  yet  some  things  have 

happened  which  we  wish  could  have  been  different.  We 

have  endeavored  to  secure  the  best  teachers  possible,  under 

the  circumstances,  but  still  we  do  not  claim  perfection  in 

this  respect.  Good  teachers  are  becoming  more  scarce  every 

year,  and  it  becomes  evident  to  every  thinking  mind  that 

we  must  pay  higher  prices  than  we  have  hitherto  done,  or  be 
satisfied  with  second-rate  teachers.  The  latter  we  are  not 

disposed  to  do,  for  however  low  the  wages  paid,  we  find 

occasion  to  employ  the  same  strong  language  of  criticism  in 

the  one  case  as  the  other.  Now  one  of  two  things,  we  as  a 

town  must  do,  raise  more  money  for  schools,  or  have  shorter 

schools,  which  in  our  opinion  are  already  far  too  short. 

There  are  many  circumstances  which  serve  to  afiect  our 

schools  fixvorably,  or  otherwise,  which  are  not  thought  to  be 

very  important  in  the  minds  of  the  community  at  large. 
The  qualities  of  a  teacher  are  too  frequently  discussed  in  the 

presence  of  the  children,  and  an  opinion  given  (thought- 
lessly no  doubt),  which  results  unfavorably  for  the  best 

interests  of  the  school.  What  we  want  to  impress  upon  the 

minds  of  the  parents,  is  the  importance  of  often  visiting  the 
school,  enquire  after  the  welfare  of  the  children,  and  how 

they  succeed  at  school,  and  not  take  "  they  say,"  or  "  I  was 
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told,"  for  what  is  done  in  the  school-room.  Did  they  do 
this,  I  think  they  wonld  see  what  a  hard  task  some  teachers 

have,  and  feel  the  need  of  lending  them  their  aid,  by  giving 

them  a  cheering  word,  and  encourage  them  to  go  forward  in 

the  high  and  noble  work  of  teaching  the  young  and  tender 

minds  how  to  discharge  the  gaeat  duties  and  responsibilities 
which  await  them.  Also,  counsel  their  children,  and  if  need 

be,  command  them  to  love  and  respect  their  teachers,  and 

conform  to  all  the  rules  and  requirements  of  the  school. 

Better  sufter  some  things  that  you  think  are  not  ̂ quite  right, 
until  they  can  be  remedied,  than  to  join  with  the  multitude 

to  do  evil,  and  condemn  the  teacher  w^itliout  an  investigation. 
We  may  succeed  in  obtaining  the  best  of  teachers,  but  unless 

they  have  the  sympathy  of  the  parents,  and  their  support, 

the  school  will  be  next  to  a  failure ;  while  on  the  contrary,  a 

second-rate  teacher,  aided  by  the  parents  and  friends  of  the 
school,  may  succeed  admirably.  Another  reason  why  much 
of  the  value  of  our  schools  is  lost  to  the  children,  is  the  fact 

that  absences  are  so  frequent.  A  little  mist,  or  snow,  or  the 

good  condition  of  the  meadow  for  skating,  an  errand  to  be 

done,  or  a  little  job  of  work,  or  a  visit  to  be  made,  are  all- 
important  reasons  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  parents  for 

the  children  to  stay  away  from  school,  and  thereby  an  untold 

amount  of  injury  be  done,  not  only  to  the  children  who 

stay  away,  but  to  the  whole  school. 

Oh,  parents,  see  to  it  that  blame  and  guilt  are  not  found 

in  the  skirts  of  your  garments,  and  that  half  educated  men 

and  w^omen  do  not  grow  up  in  our  midst,  notwithstanding  all 
the  privileges  that  they  enjoy,  and  all  the  money  and  exj^ense 
the  town  is  put  to,  to  furnish  them  for  us.  Your  Committee 

wish  that  the  people  of  the  town  could  be  made  to  feel  the 

importance  wiiich  this  subject  demands,  and  let  nothing  less 

than  sickness  keep  their  children  away  from  the  school-room, 

and  our  word  for  it,  our  schools  w^ould  feel  the  effects  of 
such  a  course,  and  result  in  a  far  greater  amount  of  good  to 

the  children,  to  ourselves,  and  the  world  at  large. 
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School-Houses. — As  this  subject  is  now  being  agitated 
by  the  town,  perhaps  nothing  need  be  said  by  us,  and  yet 

perhaps  you  will  bear  a  word  or  two  from  us.  You  are  all 
aware  that  the  town  has  built  one  new  house,  in  the  East 

District,  a  nice  and  commodious  one,  which  like  a  city  on  a 

hill,  or  a  lighthouse  to  a  harbor,  sheds  its  benign  and  blessed 

influences  all  around,  preparing  us  to  shun  the  rocks  and 

quick-sands  of  ignorance  and  degradation,  and  fill  well  the 
sphere  alloted  us  in  the  great  drama  of  life.  There  are 

other  houses  which  demand  that  something  should  immedi- 
ately be  done ;  but  in  the  eagerness  of  some  of  our  friends, 

we  fear  that  we  may  overleap  the  bounds  of  propriety  in 
the  minds  of  others,  and  the  result  be,  that  our  houses  will 

remain  about  where  they  now  are. 

Your  Committee,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  town, 

would  recommend  a  moderate  appropaiation  to  repair  and 
beautify,  and  make  attractive,  our  present  school  structures, 

rather  than  throw  them  all  aside  and  build  new  altogether, 
believing  that  that  course  will  well  subserve  the  cause  of 

education  in  our  town  for  at  least  a  few  years.  But  what- 
ever may  be  done,  we  hope  will  be  done  with  a  union  of 

purpose,  and  a  desire  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 

cause  so  near  our  hearts,  believing  that  the  investment  is  not 

lost,  but  will  repay  as  large  a  per  cent,  as  any  other  we 
could  make. 

Text-Books. — There  has  been  no  change  recommended 
during  the  year  for  two  or  three  reasons.  Within  two  or 

three  years  there  have  been  many  quite  extensive  changes, 

and  although  all  may  not  think  them  the  best  that  could  be 

made,  yet  for  our  part  we  think  them  very  good,  with  one 

exception,  and  that  is  Robinson's  Mental  Arithmetic ;  it  is 
too  difficult  for  the  place  it  occupies,  and  we  would  advise 

a  change  at  the  earliest  practical  moment,  and  one  more 
gradual,  introduced. 
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Discipline.  — This  is  a  difficult  part  of  our  common 
schools  to  control,  and  do  justice  to  all  parties  and  keep 

clear  of  all  snags,  and  is  becoming  more  so  every  year. 

Especially  so  when  we  consider  the  fact  that  Solomon,  the 

wisest  of  men,  is  considered  an  old  fool  in  respect  to  the  use 

of  the  rod  upon  the  children.  Corporal  punishment  is  be- 
coming more  unpopular  every  day.  We  would  not  advise 

the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  rod,  or  punish  for  every  little 

frivolous  thing ;  neither  would  we  abandon,  wholly,  the  use 
of  it  in  our  schools ;  for  there  are,  no  doubt,  cases  where 

the  use  of  the  rod  would  do  an  untold  amount  of  good,  and 

bring  the  refractory  scholar  to  terms  better  than  to  expel 

him,  and  thus  deprive  him  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  a 

good  school,  which  he  so  much  needs.  I  have  a  case  or  two 

in  my  mind  now,  of  this  kind,  in  our  schools,  the  past 
winter. 

We  now  pass  to  take  a  hasty  glance  of  the  schools  and 

the  teachers  of  the  past  year. 

West  Primary.  —  This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Anna  , 
E.  Hall,  during  the  spring  and  fall  terms,  who  fully  sustained 

her  reputation  of  previous  years.    She  was  interested  in  her 
scholars  and  her  scholars  in  her.    She  labored  hard,  and 

accomplished  a  good  work,  as  the  closing  examination  proved. 

We  were  particularly  interested  in  the  map  drawing  of  these 

you^ig  scholars,  on  slips  of  paper,  which  Were  passed  at  the 
examination,  and  think  they  did  themselves  and  teacher  much 

credit  by  so  doing,  and  we  wish  it  was  more  generally  prac-  > 
ticed  in  our  schools.    The  scholars  showed  their  appreciation  U 

of  her  efforts  to  instruct,  by  a  well  selected  present  at  the  H 

close.    The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  S.  Jennie  ■ 
Wheeler,  of  not  much  experience,  yet  she  seemed  to  feel  at  H 

home  in  the  school-room,  and  won  for  herself  and  scholars  ■ 
much  commendation  aud  praise,  and  not  undeserved,  as  the  H 

frequent  visits  and  closing  examination  evidenced.  She,^H 
also,  received  a  present  from  the  scholars,  as  a  token  of  their  H 
esteem  and  affection. 
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West  Intermediate. — The  spi-iiig  term  was  taught  by 
Miss  E.  P.  Draper.  She  was  a  teacher  of  much  firmuess 

and  decision,  and  governed  and  instructed  much  to  our  satis- 
faction. For  the  fall  term,  the  school  was  divided  between 

the  Primary  and  Grammar  schools.  The  winter  term  was 

taught  by  Miss  Carrie  L.  Whitcomb,  who  came  well  recom- 
mended, and  lal)ored  well  and  hard,  and  nothing  appeared  to 

be  wrong,  yet  the  closing  examination  did  not  quite  meet  our 

expectations.  There  was  a  lack  of  energy  and  promptness 
which  we  were  unable  to  account  for. 

West  Grammar.  — The  spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss 
Edna  M.  Lowe,  Avhose  promptness  of  manner  instilled  the 

same  into  the  scholars.  The  school  appeared  well  whenever 

we  visited  it,  and  a  good  degree  of  progress  was  attained  in 

the  several  branches  attended  to.  The  fall  term  was  taught 

by  Miss  Draper,  of  the  Intermediate,  w^hose  school  was 
divided,  thus  giving  more  scholars  and  more  work  to  this 

teacher.  Although  there  were  too  many  studies,  yet  slie 

accomplished  a  good  work,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by 

scholars  and  parents,  as  deserving  of  much  esteem  and 

respect,  for  her  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  school,  and 

we  award  her  our  hearty  approval. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Hall,  and  now  as 

before,  her  quiet  manner  gained  for  her  the  respect  of  most 

of  her  scholars.  The  school  was  a  good  success ;  the 

scholars  appeared  well  and  made  good  progress,  every  prob- 
lem promptly  and  correctly  worked  and  explained  at  the 

close  of  the  school.  The  Committee  were  perfectly  satisfied, 

and  gave  the  school  and  teacher  their  unqualified  approval. 

The  scholars  of  this  school  manifested  their  respect  for  their 

teacher  in  the  selection  of  a  valuable  present. 

South  Primary.  —  The  spring  term  of  this  school  was 
taught  by  Miss  Ada  F.  Goddard.    This  is  a  difficult  school 

jto  govern,  and  needs  a  teacher  of  firmness  and  decision, 
which  was  found  in  Miss  Goddard ;  when  visited  the  school 

4 
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appeared  well,  and  good  progress  was  made.  The  fall  term 

was  taught  by  Miss  M.  E.  Edwards.  She  is  a  good  teacher, 

and  mider  her  instruction  the  school  made  good  progress. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Laura  A.  Brown.  She 

failing  to  gain  the  interest  of  the  scholars  in  their  studies, 

did  not  get  along  as  smoothly  as  we  could  have  wished  ;  not, 
however,  wholly  the  fault  of  the  teacher.  Some  of  the 

scholars  need  severe  discipline  ;  and  the  school,  the  sympathy 

of  the  parents,  which  they  failed  to  give.  There  was  a  mis- 
understanding in  regard  to  the  close,  and  there  was  no 

examination. 

South  Intermediate. — This  school  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  the  same  teacher,  for  the  spring  and  winter  terms. 

The  school  was  small ;  hardly  enough  in  the  spring  to  create 

a  healthy  ambition  to  excel  in  the  minds  of  the  scholars, 

yet  they  seemed  to  make  good  progress  in  their  studies. 

The  teacher  was  earnest  in  her  work,  and  elicited  a  good 

degree  of  approval  from  the  Committee,  at  the  several  visits 
made.  For  the  fall  term  the  school  was  divided  between  the 

Primary  and  Grammar  schools. 

South  Grammar.  — This  school  had  the  advantage  of  the 
same  teacher  throughout  another  year.  This  teacher  and 

school  has  been  reported  in  such  high  terms  in  previous 

reports,  that  nothing  need  be  said  by  us.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  Avhen  visited  by  us,  and  at  the  examinations,  the  school 
and  the  exercises  of  it  were  of  such  a  character  as  to  be 

above  criticism.  All  the  exercises  were  excellent,  but  the 

drawing  of  maps  upon  the  blackboard,  and  the  description 
of  them,  were  splendid.  The  exercise  in  gymnastics  was 

past  description,  and  serves  as  a  relief  after  hard  study,  and 

better  prepares  them  for  continued  toil  and  study  than  any- 
thing else  for  the  time  spent  in  the  exercise. 

Centre  Previary.  —  This  school  had  the  benefit  of  the 

same  teacher.  Miss  Eudora  K.  Lawi-ence,  throughout  the 
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year.  She  came  well  recommended,  and  fully  sustained 
the  reconmiendation.  She  went  quietly,  but  earnestly,  about 

her  work,  and  under  her  instruction  the  scholars  made  good 

progress.  Towards  the  close  of  the  winter  term  there  was 

a  falling  off  in  attendance,  and  the  school  lacked  the  support 

and  sympathy  of  many  of  the  parents,  as  is  too  often  the 
case  with  this  school,  and  which  is  necessary  in  order  for  the 
scholars  to  receive  the  full  benefit  of  the  school.  No  fault 

of  the  teacher  produced  this  result. 

Centre  Grammar  —  The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this 
school  were  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Priest.  She  was  one 

who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  school  teaching. 

Her  method  of  governing  and  instructing  met  with  the 

hearty  approval  of  the  Committee,  and  the  examinations 

were  of  that  high  tone  that  need  no  criticism ;  being  prompt 
herself,  she  inculcated  the  same  virtues  in  her  scholars. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Daniels,  a  young 
man  of  a  quick,  active  mind  and  ready  wit,  and  infused  into 

the  school  an  interest  for  study  and  the  acquirement  of 

knowledge  and  progress  in  Avhatever  was  undertaken,  and  a 
desire  to  excel,  which  we  have  not  often  witnessed  in  this 

school.  The  examination  at  the  close  gave  evidence  of  thor- 
ough training,  and  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  studies 

pursued,  and  called  forth  the  praise  and  admiration  of  the 

Committee  and  others  present. 

East  School. — This  school  has  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
having  the  same  excellent  teacher,  Miss  Mary  A.  Tinker, 

throughout  the  year,  and  a  good  and  lasting  benefit  has  been 

the  result.  This  school,  previous  to  the  past  year,  has  been 

below  the  average  in  deportment,  and  but  little  good  accom- 
plished. But  a  complete  revolution  has  been  made,  and  the 

school  at  present,  in  many  respects,  is  second  to  none  in 
town.  The  exercises  of  the  school,  whenever  the  Committee 

have  been  present,  have  been  very  pleasing  and  above  criti- 

cism.   The  examinations  at  the  close  were  highly  interesting. 
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and  deservedly  called  forth  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  many  of  the  parents  of  the  district.  Both  teacher 

and  scholars  received  the  hearty  approval  of  all  present. 

South-East.  —  This  school,  in  the  spring  term,  was 
taught  by  Miss  Hattie  E.  Handley.  At  its  commencement 

it  appeared  very  dull  and  uninteresting,  and  wanting  in 
energy  and  activity.  Later  in  the  term  there  was  a  marked 
improvement,  and  toward  its  close  it  assumed  a  commendable 

appearance,  and  the  teacher  did  herself  and  the  school  much 

credit  by  her  quiet,  yet  earnest  and  persistent  efforts  to  bring 
about  so  desirable  a  change.  The  fall  and  winter  terms  were 

taught  by  Miss  Allie  H.  Burnham.  Under  her  thorough 

training  and  drill  the  school  made  rapid  progress.  The 
scholars  became  interested  in  their  studies,  and  at  the  close 

of  the  school  we  were  able  to  speak  in  high  terms  of  the 

good  order  and  marked  progress  of  the  school.  The  schol- 
ars showed  an  interest  in  their  studies,  and  gave  good 

evidence  of  having  spent  a  pleasant  and  profitable  term. 

The  exercises  were  all  very  good,  but  the  outline  maps 

drawn  by  scholars  from  seven  to  twelve  years  of  age,  and 

exhibited,  gave  us  much  pleasure,  proving  that  they  had 

obtained  correct  ideas  of  Geography.  Much  of  the  benefit 

of  the  winter  term  was  lost  on  account  of  sickness  of  a  large 

number  of  the  scholars,  and  the  death  of  one,  rendering  it  a 

necessity,  almost,  to  close  the  school.  Had  it  not  been  for 

this  the  school  would  have  been  far  more  pleasant  and 
successful. 

North  School. — This  scliool  was  taught,  in  the  spring^ 
and  fall,  by  Miss  Nellie  Hosmer.  This  was  her  first  experi 

ence,  and  we  heartily  wished  her  success.  There  seemed 

be  a  lack  of  sympathy  between  teacher  and  scholars,  yet  a 

good  degree  of  study  Vv^is  manifest ;  the  school  appeared  well 
when  visited,  and  at  the  close,  had  the  discipline  of  the 
school  been  of  a  hii^her  tone  it  would  have  added  much  to 
the  credit  of  it  and  to  our  satisfaction.    The  winter  term 
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was  taught  by  Miss  Juiiia  S.  Bartlett.  She  was  an  old 

experienced  teacher,  and  knew  how  to  adjust  the  school  and 

put  it  in  working  order  ;  this  she  did,  and  whenever  visited 

by  us,  found  teacher  and  scholars  laboring  together  toward  a 

pleasant  and  profitable  close.  The  school  has  not  yet  fin- 
ished, but  from  the  knowledge  we  have  of  it  and  what 

reports  say  of  it,  we  have  no  fears  in  regard  to  its  successful 

close,  and  give  to  it  and  its  teacher  our  hearty  approval. 

The  column  in  the  statistical  table,  showing  the  number 

of  visits  of  parents  and  others,  does  not  include  the  Super- 

intendent's visits  each  term. 

JOHN  E.  CUTTER,  Chairman. 

L.  W.  STEVENS, 

JOHN  WPIITE, 

WILLIAM  B.  DAVIS, 

WILLIAM  W.  WORSTER, 

Acton,  March  22,  1871. 

Committee. 



FINANCIAL. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, 
Paid  teacher, 

"    for  fuel, 
Care  of  school-rooms,  fires,  &c., 
Balance  to  new  account, 

33 
7 
4 

25 50 
00 

19 

John  E.  Cutter,  Committee, 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $258  36 
Balance  from  last  year,  8  33 

Paid  teachers,  $237  21 
"    for  fuel,  22  80 
"    for  care  of  room,  fires,  &c.,  6  68 

$266  69 
William  B.  Davis,  Committee. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $244  12 
Balance  from  last  year,  47  86 

Paid  teachers,  $240  00 
"    for  fuel,  17  50 
"    for  care  of  room,  fires  and  furniture,  6  25 

Balance  to  new  account,  28  23 

$291  98 

$291  98 
John  E.  Cutter,  Committee. 
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NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $244  12 
Balance  from  last  year,  3  89 

Paid  teachers,  $225  00 
"    for  fuel,  16  00 
"    for  care  of  room,  fires,  furniture,  &c.,  5  35 

Balanoe  to  new  account,  1  66 

$248  01 

$248  01 
John  White,  Committee. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $669  62 
Balance  from  last  year,  17  66 

$587  50 
"    for  fuel,  40  05 
"    care  of  rooms,  fires,  &c.,  9  03 

Balance  to  new  account,  50  70 

$687  28 

$687  28 
William  W.  Worster,  Committee] 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation, 
Paid  teachers, 

"    for  fuel, 
"  for  care  of  rooms,  fires,  &c., 

Balance  to  new  account, 

$669  62 
$580  00 47  74 

6  00 
35  88 

  $669  62 

L.  W.  Stevens,  Committee. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  Town,  $2,325  00 
Income  from  State  School  Fund,  185  54 

Dog  Fund,  89  25 

Total  for  School  purposes,  $2,599  79 

Number  of  children  reported  by  Assessors,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen,  304. 

Sum  appropriated  by  town  for  each  scholar  reported  by  Assessors, 
$7.65. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Those  wlio  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

one  term. 

Those  who  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

two  terms. 

Those  who  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

three  terms. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 

Nellie  Walker, 
Lottie  E.  Haudley, 
Mary  S.  Cutler, 
Mattie  I.  Houghton, 
Laura  Stockwell, 
Ella  Teele, 
Ines  Wyman, 
Alphonso  Wyman, 
Charles  Cobleigh, 
Herbert  Taylor, 
Warren  Taylor, 
Arthur  Call, 
James  P.  Hayward, 
Freddie  Cobleigh, 
Cornelia  Hayward. 

Cordelia  Hayward, 
George  Stockwell, 
Fred  E.  Cutler, 
Clara  Tuttle, 
Mary  Tuttle. 

Edgar  H.  Hull, 
George  V.  Mead, 
Fred  S.  Mead, 
E.  Crosby  Hoar. 

WEST  INTERMEDIATE. 

John  S.  Hoar, 
Charles  S.  Hadley, 
Ella  S.  Teele. 

George  Hutchins, 
Alphonso  Wyman. 

WESTGRAMMAR. 

Frank  Davis, 
George  Gardner, 
Flora  Davis, 
Florence  Hayward, 
Lizzie  Rowell, 
Emma  Stockwell, 
Lizzie  Blanchard, 
Alice  Call, 
G.  Sumner  Wright, 
Edwin  Davis, 
George  Hutchins. 

Warren  A.  Stevens, 
Emily  Hall, 
Nellie  Handley, 
Emma  Mead. 
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Roll  of  Honor ^  continued. 

Tliose  who  have  been  neitli- 
er  absent  or  tardy  for 

one  term. 

Those  who  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

two  terms, 

Those  who  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

three  terms 

EASTSCHOOL. 

Cora  Fiske, 
G.  D.  Conant, 
P.  H.  Moore. 

SOUTH-EAST. 

Mary  Fairbanks, 
Betsy  Moulton, 
Emma  Pratt. 

SOUTHGRAMMAR. 

Emma  J.  Handley, 
Daniel  F.  Hayward, 
Anson  Piper, 
Wilbur  F.  Jones, 
Eugene  E.  Shapley. 

Lizzie  E.  Fletcher, 
Lucy  A.  Jones, 
Frank  J.  Butters, 
WiUie  J.  Rynn. 

Georgia  A.  Gates. 

SOUTH  INTERMEDIATE. 

Michael  Hannon, 
Willie  Dow, 
Emma  L.  Billings, 
Daniel  Piper, 
Walter  Hayward. 

Frank  Haynes, 
Frank  Z.  Taylor, 
John  Rynn. 

SOUTH  PRIMARY. 

Charles  Haynes, 
Usher  J.  Brown, 
Freddie  A.  Brown, 
George  E.  Haynes, 
Charles  Hager, 
Henrietta  Sawyer, 
Ella  Clark, 
Alonzo  Dow, 
Arthur  Jones, 
Frank  Harris, 
Charlie  E.  Worster. 



16 

Roll  of  Honor ^  continued. 

Those  who  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

one  term. 

Those  who  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

two  terms. 

Those  who  have  been  neith- 
er absent  or  tardy  for 

three  terms. 

CENTRE  GRAMMAR. 

Herbert  Fiske, 
Sophia  Fletcher, 
Willie  Sawyer, 
Arthur  Tuttle, 
Arthur  Pike, 
Carrie  J.  Palmer. 

Katie  Kinsley. 

CENTRE  PRIMARY. 

Alma  Waldron, 
Hattie  Smith. 

Ida  A.  Hale. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Cora  Rouillard, 
Elmer  Rouillard, 
Oliver  Dutton, 
Freddie  Rouillard, 
Anna  P.  Cash, 
Lizzie  Veasey. 
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TABLE 

SCHOOLS. 

Centre 

West 

South 

East, 
South-East, North, 

I  Grammar, 
I  Primary, 
( Grammar, 
\  Intermediate. 
(  Primary, 
(  Grammar, 
\  Intermediate, 
( Primary. 

Centre 
West 
Soutl 
East, 
South-East, North, 

( Grammar, 
I  Primary, 
i  Grammar, 
I  Primary, 
i  Grammar, 
(  Primary, 

Centre I  Grammar, I  Primary, 
( Grammar, 

West     ]  Intermediate, (  Primary, 
( Grammar, 

South    J  Intermediate, ( Primary, 
East, 
South-East, North, 

TEACHERS. Length  
of  

School  
in 

months. 

1 
 

Wa
ge
s 
 

pe
r 
 

mo
nt
h.
 

Whole  

No.  
of  

scholars,  

j 

Average  

attendance. 

No.
  u

nde
r  

5  
yrs

.  of 
 age

. 

No
. 
 o

ve
r 
 15
  

yrs
.  of

  
age

. 

No. 
 of  
visi

ts  by  
pare

nts 

and 
 

oth
ers

.  

II 

Summer. 
Miss  Lizzie  M.  Priest. 

2  1-4 

$30 

37 
30.9 

3 8 
"   Eudora  K.  Lawrence. 

21-4 

26 

39 
28.8 2 7 

"   Edna  M.  Lowe. 2 
32 

25 
21.5 4 7 

"   Emma  P.  Draper. 2 
28 23 

21.5 
15 

«'   Anna  E.Hall. 2 
25 

30 28.5 
18 

*'   Amelia  D.  Comstock. 
21-4 

33 27 
23.4 

3 
"   Mary  E.  Edwards. 2 

30 
17 15.7 4 

2 

27 

26 

22 
2 

"    Mary  A.  Tinker. 
1  3-4 

32 
30 28 

4 
"   Hattie  E.  Handley. 

^  x—t 

3 ) 

9Q 

.0 

I 5 
"   Nellie  Hosmer. 2 

24 19 

15 
1 2 

Totals, 
22  3-4 

317 
302 256.6 2 13 

71 
Fall. Miss  Lizzie  M.  Priest. 2 

30 
27 

22.6 

15 

•'   Eudora  K.  Lawrence. 2 
27 

38 
28.7 

2 3 
"   Emma  P.  Draper. 

21-2 32 

39 

35.5 14 
"   AnnaE  Hall. 

2  1-2 

3^ 

40 

37  3 1 

14 

"   Amelia  D.  Comstock. 
2  1-4 

33 
37 32.7 12 11 

"   Mary  E.  Edwards 
21-4 

30 

41 

38.5 2 
"   Mary  A  Tinker, 

2  1-4 
32 

28 

24 5 
"   Allie  E.  Burnham. 

21-4 3) 
24 19.9 

16 "   Nellie  Hosmer. 2 24 
20 

17.9 1 1 7 
Totals, 

20 

2fi7 294 257.1 4 18 
72 

Winter. 
Mr.  E.  A.  Daniels. 

2  3-4 
55 45 

41 19 
14 

Miss  Eudora  K.  Lawrence. 
2  3-4 

28 
47 

30.8 

11 "   AnnaE  Hall. 3 

3.1 

35 
30 14 

37 
"   Carrie  L.  Whitcomb. 3 

28 
25 

22.8 

27 

"    S.  Jennie  Wheeler. 3 22 30 
27  3 

25 
"    Amelia  D.  Comstock. 3 40 35 

3'\3 18 
9 

"   Mary  E.  Edwards. 
2  1-2 

30 
27 

23 
2 

"    Laura  A.  Brown. 
2  1-2 

25 

23 

17.6 9 
"    Mary  A.  Tinker. 

2  3-4 
40 

36 34 
9 

"    Allie  H.  Burnham. 
3  1-2 

30 

26 
19 1 

14 

"   Junia  S.  Bartlett. 4 32 
25 

22 4 
23 

Totals, 

Aggregate  for  the  year. 
32  3-4 

75T2" 

365 

lie 
354 297.8 65 

96 
171 

314" 

950 
811.6 

^6 

Total  average  percentage  of  Attendance  during  the  year, 85.32 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  RECEIPTS. 

Uuexpended  balance  of  last  year  $4,426  26 
Regular  Town  Grant,  4,000  00 
Town  Grant  for  School  Houses,  4,000  00 
Town  Grant  for  Schools,  2,325  00 
Town  Grant  for  Highways,  1 ,500  00 
Temporary  Loans,  2,000  00 
State  Tax,  2,300  00 
County  Tax,  933  36 
MiUtarv  Account,  746  50 
State  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1871,  250  00 
Corporation  Tax,  829  09 
Armory  rent,  1870,                         .  150  00 
School  Fund,  160  83 
Use  of  Town  Hall,  105  78 
Dog  Fund,  125  03 

National  Bank  Tax,  433 '  64 From  town  of  Stow,  School  Money,  17  71 
From  town  of  Concord,  "  15  00 
Surplus  on  order  of  Wm,  Reed,  of  Westford,       12  80 
Overlay  on  Taxes,  237  27 
Interest  on  Taxes  for  1870,  paid  after  Nov.  1,     80  50 

 $24,648  77 

EXPENDITURES. 
SUPPORT    OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  W.  H.  Faulkner,  South  District,  $651  02 
Wm.  B.  Davis,  East         "  258  36 
Winsor  Pratt,  South  East  "  229  63 
John  E.  Cutter,  Centre      "  605  60 
Luke  Blanchard,  West       "  605  60 
John  White,  North           "  244  12 

$2,594  33 

SCHOOL  HOUSE  REPAIRS  AND  INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  W.  H.  Faulkner,  South  District,  $58  23 
Luke  Blanchard,  West       "  11  95 
John  E.  Cutter,  Centre,     "  18  08 

"         "         East  2  29 
John  White,  North  3  87   $94  42 
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REPAIRS  ON  HIGHWAYS,  1870. 

Paid  Isaac  Reed,  $107  65 
A.  H.  Jones,  26  80 
Isaac  Reed,  1870,  breaking  roads,    ,  1  20 

  $135  65 

REGULAR  HIGHWAY  WORK,  1871. 

Reuben  L.  Reed, 

$75 

40 
Levi  W.  Stevens, 

bO 

A.  S.  Fletcher, 
79 

60 

L.  R.  Forbush, 
69 75 Daniel  Tuttle, 

Benjamin  Hapgood, 
31 

00 31 
60 

Daniel  Harris, 57 42 
John  F.  Blood, 38 

00 John  Harris, 

25 

00 
W.  F.  Flagg, 

110 
00 

E.  J.  Robbins, 24 
10 

Moses  Taylor, 
24 40 

T.  P.  Sawyer, 
E.  H.  Cutler, 

37 
95 

105 80 
Francis  Pratt, 70 35 

$878  97 

SPECIAL  REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Gravel  Pit  Road. 

Paid  A.  L.  Tuttle,  labor  and  team,  .  $276  67 

Blacksmith's  bill,  15  32 
Powder  and  fuse,  15  66 
Town  Farm,  for  labor  and  team,  '108  45 
Other  persons,  labor,  326  62 

Crampton's  Roab. 
Paid  A.  L.  Tuttle,  labor  and  team,  $70  00 

Town  Farm  team,  30  00 
Powder,  4  00 
Sundry  persons,  labor,  82  67 
Repairing  cart  for  Crampton  Bros.,  4  75 

Paid  Daniel  Harris,  for  erecting  road  bounds 
near  the  house  of  Pope  &  Lyman,  $2  50 

Joseph  Noyes,  work  on  road  near  the 
house  of  E.  C.  Parker,  117  25 

T.  F.  Lawrence,  repairing  sluice  near 
the  house  of  J.  W.  Wheeler,  9  00 
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Paid  Daniel  Fletcher,  railing  the  road  and  re- 
pairing bridge  at  the  powder  mills,         $43  75 

Joseph  Noyes,  for  repairs  on  turnpike,     482  50 
Daniel  Tuttle,  work  on  the  road  from  his 

house  to  the  Common,  27  25 
Silas  Conant,  Jr.,  repairing  sluice  near 

R.  Fiske's,  16  00 
L.  W.  Stevens,  repairing  sluice,  cutting 

brush,  and  repairing  road  near  West 
Acton,  11  00 

W.  F.  Flagg,  re-laying  two  sluices  near 
land  of  Ithamar  Robbins,  13  50 

C.  Fletcher  &  Co.,  lumber  for  railing 
road  at  the  powder  mills,  40  79 

J.  Noyes,  for  plank,  powder  mill  bridge,      40  58 
"       repairs  on  road  near  the  pow- 

der mills,  9  00 
W.  W.  Davis,  work  on  the  road  from  his 

house  to  house  of  T.  Kinsley,  37  94 
Simon  Tuttle,  for  lumber  for  railing  road 

near  mills  of  Hugh  Cash,  16  80 
Francis  Pratt,  work  on  road  near  the 

powder  mills,  70  35 
A.  S.  Fletcher,  repairing  sluice,  8  00 

$946  21 

COST  OF  ROADS  CONSTRUCTED  BY  ORDER  OF  COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS. 

Paid  W.  D.  Tuttle,  making  profile  and  setting 
grade  stakes  at  W.  Acton,  $9  00 

Reuben  Handley,  work,  300  00 
Joseph  Noyes,  railing  the  new  road  at 

W.  Acton,  55  61 
Luther  Conant,  work  on  new  road  near 

Wetherbee's  mills,  122  70  —     $487  31 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Luther  Conant,  for  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Childs,  $12  75 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Conant,  for  board  of  Chas. 

Edmonds,  12  weeks,  30  00 
John  Daily,  for  board  of  John  Reynolds, 

8i  weeks,  49  70 
Luther  Conant,  for  house  rent  of  Mrs. 

Sarah  White,  at  Worcester,  52  00 
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Paid  Dr.  Cowdrey,  attendance  of  John  Malo- 
ney,  a  State  pauper,  $14  00 

Dr.  Cowdrey,  attendance  of  John  Rey- 
nolds, a  State  pauper,  25  00 

Dr.  H.  F.  Barrett,  surgical  assistance  to 
John  Reynolds,  10  00 

Luther  Conant,  journey  to  Lawrence, 
respecting  Mrs.  Geo.  Desmond  and 
family,  3  50 

$196  95 

EXPENSES  OF  TOWN  FARM. 

Paid  Potter  &  Hopkins,  for  horse  cart  harness,  $19  50 
Luther  Conant,  road  scraper,                    10  00 
Town  farm,  deficiency  for  1870-71,           152  18 
Yoke  of  oxen,                                      225  00 
Francis  Dwight,  for  coffin  and  robe  for 

Rhoda  Burnham,                                  15  00 
  $421  68 

INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 

Augustine  Conant, 
$292 

00 
J.  K.  Putney, 39 00 
James  E.  Billings, 70 61 
Isaac  T.  Flagg, 12 00 

Lydia  R.  Keyes, 42 
80 

Frederick  Rouillard, 
102 00 

Elizabeth  Hanscom, 40 
80 Daniel  Harris, 48 32 

Cyrus  Conant,  adm'r. 
140 00 

Calvin  Harris, 12 
00 

D.  M.  Handley, 
102 

00 J.  R.  Whitcomb, 30 
00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  interest  on  temporary  loans. 
54 

57 
Luther  Billings, 12 00 
William  Wheeler, 

30 

00 
$1,028  10 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Paid  temporary  loans,  $2,000  00 
James  E.  Billings,  100  00 
Lydia  R.  Keyes,  500  00 

  $2,600  00 
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MILITARY  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  armory  rent,  $150  00 
For  May  parade  and  Fall  encampment,      746  50 — —     $896  50 

PRINTING. 

Paid  Tolman  &  White,  for  town  warrants  and 
reports,  for  March  and  April,  1871,     $102  50 

Tolman  &  White,  for  warrants  for  June 
.  and  November  meetings,  and  notices 

for  the  meeting  for  sufferers  by  the 
Chicago  fire,  6  50   $109  00 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  Rebecca  C.  Wright,  $48  00 
Joanna  Moulton,  48  00 
Nancy  B.  Richards,  96  00 
H.  Brooks,  guardian  of  M.  Monroe,  48  00 
H.  W.  Wilder,  96  00 
H.  W.  Wetherbee,  12  00 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Martin  Pike,  for  work  in  the  East  Ceme- tery. 

$30 

10 

Martin  Pike,  for  mowing  brush  in  North 
East  Cemetery, 5 20 

Samuel  Plosmer,  stakes  for  cemetery. 2 39 

C.  Hastings,  for  work  in  W^est  Ceme- 
tery in  1870-71, 

35 
00 

Davis  &  Hosmer,  iron  work  for  cemetery. 9 38 
Francis  Dwiglit,  two  gates  for  cemetery. 

10 00 

Francis  Jones,  painting  new  gates  for  do.. 1 60 

H.  M.  Smith,  grading  avenues. 4 
00 Daniel  Tuttle, 

13 
00 

T.  Kinsley, 5 00 
H.  D.  Parlin, 2 00 
Julien  Tuttle, 1 00 
W.  W.  Davis, 7 

00 

Joseph  Reed, 3 50 
Luke  Smith, 36 

00 
Three  stone  posts, 3 00 

$348*  00 

$168  17 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  John  E.  Cutter,  superintending  schools,    $90  00 
Samuel   Hosmer,   taking  invoice  and 

making  taxes,  33  45 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Town  Clerk,  25  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  Collector  of  Taxes,  80  00 
Do.,  do.,  taking  invoice  and  making  taxes,  50  00 
Luther  Conant,  services  as  Selectman,  36  00 
E.  J.  Bobbins,  20  00 
Joseph  Noyes,  20  00   $354  45 

TOWN  HOUSE  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Tuttles,  Jones  &  Wetherbee,  for  paint 
furnished  in  1870,  $15  13 

G.  W.  Sawyer,  35  gallons  oil,              v  12  25 
Do.,  1  cord  of  wood  and  cutting  same,  8  00 
Do.,  washing  floors,  5  00 
Do.,  taking  care  of  Town  clock,  10  00 
Do.,  repairing  roof  on  Town  House,  2  50 
Do.,  cleaning  Town  clock,  1  50 
Do.,  opening  Town  Hall  and  Committee 

Room  sixty-four  times,  34  .75 
Do.,  taking  care  of  cellar,         ,  3  00 
Do.,  tolling  bell  eight  times,  1  60 
Do.,  lamp-wicks,  64 
Do.,  one  broom,  50 
J.  E.  Cutter,  coal  for  Town  Hall,  27  98 

$122  85 

CENTRE  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

Paid  H.  M.  Smith,  $6,950  00 
E.  P.  Bullard,  for  land,  225  00 

  $7,175  00 

Estimated  value  of  old  house',  $500  00 
**        remaining  materials,  50  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  for  gravestones  for  T.  Williams  and 
Mrs.  John  Brown,  $52  00 

Lemuel  Pope,  appropriation  for  Deco- 
ration Day,  150  00 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  express  on  public  docu- 
ments, 2  60 
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W.  D.  Tuttle,  stamp  on  H.  Brooks'  deed,  $0  50 
Do.,  trip  to  Sudbur}^  to  raake  out  certifi- 

cate of  election,  2  50 
Do.,  postage  and  express,  74 
Do.,  collecting  and  recording  40  births 

at  30c.,  12  00 
Do.,  recording  29  deaths,  4  90 
Do.,       "        14  marriages,  2  10 
Do.,  stationery,  1  00 
J.  E.  Cutter  for  insurance  of  Centre 

School  House  5  years,  177  50 

Do.,  copying  Assessors'  book,  1870,  9  00 
Do.,  for  abatement  of  taxes  for  1869,  53  62 

Do.,  "  "  1870,  111  73 
Do.,  for  notifying  Town  officers  to  take 

oath  of  office,  3  12 
Do.,  for  team  for  County  Commissioners 

to  Westford  road,  2  00 
Do.,  for  express,  1  00 

Do.,  Collector's  book,  1  60 
Do.,  error  on  County  tax,  1870,  2  97 
Luther  Conant,  stationery  and  postage,  1  00 
Cutler  Bros.,  for  rent  of  school  room,  50  00 
Francis  Dwight,  for  attending  funerals 

for  26*persons,  78  00 
Do.,  making  returns  of  25  deaths,  2  50 
Do.,  for  repairing  hearse,  4  50 

$736  88 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FROM  FEB.  26,  1871, 
TO  FEB.  26,  1872. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb.  26,  1871,  $4,426  26 
Appropriations,  12,575  00 
Other  receipts,  7,647  51 

$24,648  77 

EXPENDITURES. 

Support  of  schools,  $2,594  33 
Repairs  of  school  houses  and  incidentals,  94  42 
Repairs  on  highway,  1870,  135  65 
Regular  highway  work,  1871,  878  97 
Special  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  1,880  35 
Building  roads  by  order  of  County  Commis- 

sioners, 487  31 
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Support  of  poor,  $196  95 
Expenses  of  Town  farm,  421  68 
Interest,  1,028  10 
Printing,  109  00 
Military,  896  50 
State  aid,  348  00 
Cemetery,  168  17 
Town  officers,                                    ,  354  45 
Town  House,  122  85 
Centre  schoolhouse,  7,175  00 

Miscellaneous,                       '  736  88 State  tax,  2,300  00 
County  tax,  933  36 
Town  debt  and  temporary  loans,  2,600  00 

-$23,461  97 

Balance  in  treasury  Feb.  27,  1872,  $1,186  80 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Ebenezer  Conant,  $2,067  66 
Augustine  Conant,  4,135  33 
Daniel  Harris,  840  86 
Frederick  Rouillard,  1,778^10 

Joel  Hanscom,  700  '40 James  E.  Billings,  2,132  07 
David  M.  Handley,  1,745  90 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  111  50 
Calvin  Harris,  202  60 
John  R.  Whitcomb,                   -  506  50 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  687  37 
William  Wheeler,  523  00 
Owe  for  new  road  at  West  Acton,  200  00 

Amount  due  from  State  aid,  '  $348  00 
From  State,  care  of  sick  State  paupers,  75  00 
Estimated  value  of  Old  Centre  School  House 

and  surplus  materials,  550  00 
Due  from  Treasurer,  1,186  80 

-$15,631  29i 

>2,159  80 

Balance  against  the  Town,  $13,471  49 

LUTHER  CONANT,  )  ̂  j  , 

E.  J.  ROBBINS.  
I'^eLectmen JOSEPH  NOTES,  j 

Acton,  Feb.  27,  1872. 



REPORT  OF  THE  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON. 

For  the  Year  ending  April  1,  1872. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND,  APRIL  1,  1872. 

12  cows,  $576.00  ;  horse,  250.00  ;  shotes,  20.00  $846  00 
4  tons  hay,  130.00  ;  23  bushels  ashes,  5.75,  135  75 
2  turkeys,  5.00  ;  26  hens,  19,50,  24  50 
150  lbs.  purk,  18.00  ;  170  lbs.  bacon,  20.40,  38  40 
100  bush,  potatoes,  40.00  :  soap,  2.50  ;  butter,  14.00,          56  50 
Corned  beef,  4.00  ;  flour,  4.00  ;  sugar,  2.00,  10.00 

2  bush,  beans,'  6.00  ;  lard,  3.85,  9  85 

$1,121  00 

RECEIPTS. 

Milk,  $925.15  ;  teaming  milk,  84.00,  $1,009  15 
Apples,  106.00;  potatoes,  30.50;  berries,  51.50,  188  00 
Grapes,  8.00  ;  tomatoes,  4.81  ;  sweet  corn,  2.52,  15  33 
Turkeys,  26.60;  pig,  6.00;  calves,  17.33;  cows,  78.00,     127  93 
Eggs,  2.04  ;  peas,  3.90  ;  lard,  4.20  ;  oxen,  160.32,  170  46 
Hoop  poles,  10.00  ;  slabs,  .60  ;  cabbages,  2.00,  12  60 
Shorts,  1.19;  labor,  11.50,  12  69 
From  estate  of  Rhoda  Burnham,  14  25 
Labor  on  Gravel  Pit  Road,  12  00 
Work  of  team  on  Gravel  Pit  and  Crampton  Roads,  126  45 

"            Centre  School-house,  37  50 

$1,726  36 Received  from  treasury  to  pay  for  oxen,  225  00 

(11) 
$1,951  36 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  Cider,  .60  ;  cushion  1.00  ;  pump,  6.50  ;  paid  Rev. 
Mr.  Wood,  2.00, 

Stove  lining,  .87  ;  pasturing  cows,  26.00  ;  pair  of 
shafts,  2.00, 

Saw,  1.00  ;  oat  meal,  .50  ;  shingles,  19.40  ;  labor 
shingling,  6.25, 

Rep'g  plow,  1.50  ;  tin  ware,  1.50  ;  gobbler,  2.25, 
Rep'g  door,  2.85  ;  plants,  2.50  ;  hay  cutter,  3.00, 
Quilts,  5.45  ;  whips,  .57  ;  sawdust,  .24, 

Filing  saw,  1.20  ;  rep'g  pumps,  5.00  ;  bucket,  .58, 
Beans,  4.84  ;  nails,  .80  ;  pails,  .63  ;  grass  seed,  4.03, 
Garden  seeds,  1.30  ;  barrels,  .40  ;  hoe,  .58  ;  cast- 

ings, .93  ;  wash  tub,  1.25, 
Crackers,  3.69;  turnip  seed,  32;  onions,  1.63  ; 

polish,  .16  ;  rope,  .50, 
Can  of  ink,  1.80  ;  plow,  15.00  ;  haying  tools,  4.01  ; 

fly  paper,  .15, 
Squash,  .24 ;  earthen  ware,  2.80 ;  rosin,  .40 ; 

glass,  1.19  ;  axe,  1.33, 
Hardware,  .45  ;  saltpetre,  .15;  tub,  1.20;  putty, 

.08  ;  broom,  .42, 
Clothing,  28.96  ;  boots  and  shoes,  10.50 ;  salt, 

7.71  ;  blacksmith's  bill,  26.92, 
Shoeing  oxen,  9.75;  shotes,  22.00;  part  of  har- 

ness, 11.25, 
Repairjof  harness,  3.75  ;  posts,  .90  ;  New  England 

Farmer  2  years,  5.00, 
Plaster,  4.95  ;  hoe,  .60  ;  shovel,  1.00  ;  twine,  .30  ; 

axle  grease,  .25, 
Lemons,  26  ;  butchering  hogs,  2.00  ;  mustard,  .25  ; 

cocoa,  .46, 
Cream  tartar,  .13  ;  raisins,  1.42  ;  yeast,  .54  ;  Med- 

icine, 4.92, 
Thread,  .21  ;  soap,  4.36  ;  pepper,  .58  ;  starch,  56  ; 

ginger,  .56, 
Matches,  3.00 ;  saleratus,  1.56  ;  cloves,  .29  ;  cas- 

sia, .49, 
Pimento,  .20 ;   nutmegs,  .56 ;  potatoes,  37.46 ; 

flour,  47.75,  85  97 
Corn,  4.20  ;  rye,  2.70  ;  oats,  11.31 ;  hen  feed,  2.50,  20  71 
Shorts,  68.34  ;  oil  meal,  215.45  ;  molasses,  21.13,  304  92 
Cotton  cloth,  9.45;   meat,  112.14;  rice,  1.05; 

fish, 10.12,  132  76 
Coffee,  1.56;  vinegar,  3.65;  oil,  8.00;  butter, 
67.10,  80  31 

Cheese,  23.71  ;  tobacco,  15.99  ;  tea,  15.05,  5.4  75 
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For  Sugar,  36.58;  corn  meal,  242.25;  grinding,  1.65,  $280  48 

Dr.  Cowdrey's  bill,  21.50  ;  labor,  167.50,  189  00 
Drag,  7.00  ;  hay  and  grain  for  oxen,  39.65,  46  65 
Cows,  80.00  ;  oxen,  225.00,  305  00 
Services  of  William  H.  Blood  and  wife,  325  00 
Luther  Conant,  making  Report  to  Board  of  State 

Charities,  and  Report  to  the  Town,  6  00 
Luther  Conant,  for  services  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  8  00 

Elbridge  J.  Robbins,       "                   "  8  00 
Joseph  Noyes,                                    "  8  00 

$2,154  55 
Total  amount  of  Receipts,  1,951  36 

Drawn  from  treasury  to  balance  account,  $203  19 
"  "       pay  for  oxen,  225  00 

Income  less  than  Expenditures,  $428  19 

Interest  on  the  Farm,  $239  40 
Drawn  from  Treasury,  428  19 

$667  59 

Victualling  175  travellers,  $87,50 
Due  from  State  for  care  of  John  Maloney,  25  00 

$112  50 

Cost  of  supporting  Poor  on  Farm,  $555  09 

Whole  number  of  persons,  exclusive  of  travellers,  supported  in 
the  Almshouse,  six ;  average  number,  four ;  present  number, 
three. 

LUTHER  CONANT,  i  Overseers 
ELBRIDGE  J.  ROBBINS, 
JOSEPH  NOYES, 

iOve
rsee

'i 

of 

Poor
. 

Acton,  April  1,  1872. 



TOWN 

CLERK'S 
REPORT. 

BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  1871. 

No.   Date  of  Birth.        Name  of  Child.  Names  of  Parents. 

1.  Jan.  6,  Hattie  Elmira  Tiittle,  daughter  of  Julian  and  Hannah 
E.  Tuttle. 

2.  Jan.  18,  Henry  Lauriston  Livermore,  son  of  George  W.  and 
Carrie  A.  Livermore. 

3.  Feb.  3,  Bertha  Louise  Gardner,  daughter  of  George  and  Vio- 
letta  F.  Gardner. 

4.  March  2,  Charles  Simon  Moulton,  son  of  John  D.  and  Hannah 
•  D.  Moulton. 

6.  March  7,  Patrick  Coughlan,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Cough- Ian. 

6.  March  9,  George  W.  Richardson,  son  of  Osman  D.  and  Mary 
E.  Richardson. 

7.  March  10,  Willie  Swift  Fletcher,  son  of  Aaron  S.  and  Sarah 
T.  Fletcher. 

8.  March  22,  Lucius  Graham  Coburn,      )  .   .     , -i y 

9.  Everett  Wetherbee  Coburn,  \  °^ D.  and  Marietta  M.  Coburn. 
10.  March  27,  Daniel  Edward  Jones,  son  of  Daniel  and  Maria  T. 

Jones. 

11.  April  6,  Stephen  Travers,  son  of  Stephen  and  Catherine  Trav- 
ers. 

12.  April  21,  Henrietta  Estella  Cutler,  daughter  of  David  C.  and 
Estella  A.  Cutler. 

13.  April  25,  Hattie  Florence  Pike,  daughter  of  George  M.  and 
Charlotte  M.  Pike. 

14.  May  2,  Blanche  Maide  Bassett,  daughter  of  Joseph  R.  and 
Clara  Bassett. 

15.  May  5,  Fred  Lincoln  "Whitcomb,  son  of  Alben  L.  and  Martha M.  Whitcomb. 

16.  May  15,  Mary  Jane  Dooley,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Joanna 
Dooley. 

17.  May  21,  a  daughter  to  William  H.  and  Jane  Staples. 
18.  June  8,  William  Milnes,  son  of  William  and  Maria  Milnes. 
19.  June  16,  Jessie  Edith  Currie,  daughter  of  Neil  and  MaryJE. 

Currie.  1 

20.  June  14,  Fred  Walter  Teel,  son  of  William  H.  and  Mary  E.  ̂ 
Teel. 

(14) 



15 

21.  Jul}^  6,  Albert  Eugene  Robbins,  son  of  Levi  H.  and  Mary  C. 
Robbins. 

22.  July  21,  Levi  Lincoln  Pratt,  son  of  Windsor  F.  and  Mary  B. 
Pratt. 

23.  Aug.  5,  Richard  P.  Lyman,  son  of  Charles  P.  and  Lucy  E. 
Lyman. 

24.  Aug.  24,  Jane  Raddin,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  Rad- 
din. 

25.  Sept.  3,  Roy  Stanwood  Whitcomb,  son  of  Elwyn  H.  and  Mary 
F.  Whitcomb. 

26.  Sept.  19,  a  daughter  to  William  and  Henrietta  Wilkins. 
27.  Oct.  1,  Charley  Jones  Fletcher,  son  of  Aaron  J.  and  Mary  E. 

Fletcher. 
28.  Oct.  1,  Freddie  Ernest  Fletcher,  son  of  Chas.  W.  and  Angeline 

H.  Fletcher. 
29.  Oct.  2,  Edith  Frances  Coulter,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Mary 

M.  Coulter. 
30.  Oct.  3,  Bertram  Delette  Hall,  son  of  Delette  H.  and  Susie  A. 

Hall. 

31.  Oct.  14,  Mabel  Louise  Robinson,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Per- 
sis  V.  Robinson. 

32.  Oct.  20,  Clarence  Augustine  Hosmer,  son  of  Augustine  and 
Susie  H.  Hosmer. 

33.  Oct.  31,  in  Winchendon,  Florence  Adelia  Richardson,  daugh- 
ter of  James  E.  and  Sara  R.  Richardson. 

54.  Nov.  1,  James  Daley,  son  of  John  and  Ellen  Daley. 
55.  Nov.  7,  Alice  Josephine  Hoar,  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Lydia 

P.  Hoar. 

56.  Nov.  11,  Harry  Ernest  Knovvlton,  son  of  George  W.  and  An- 
gle H.  Knowlton. 

57.  Nov.  23,  Mary  Ella  Counter,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Alice 
E.  J.  Counter. 

Males,  22  ;  females,  15  ;  total,  37. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  1871. 

Ifo.   Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  Parties. 

1.  Jan.  9,  Mr.  Henry  Veo,  of  Concord,  and  Miss  Julia  Hag- 
gerty,  of  Acton. 

2.  Jan.  9,  Mr.  Michael  Murray  and  Miss  Minnie  Wells,  both  of 
Concord. 

3.  March  3,  Mr.  Thomas  Clifford  and  Miss  Katie  McGraw,  both 
of  Acton. 

4.  March  5,  Mr.  Lewis  Boucher  and  Miss  Lilla  A.  Taylor,  both 
of  Acton. 
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5.  April  20,  Mr.  Frank  F.  Hayward,  j^f  Acton,  and  Miss  Emily 
N.  Rogers,  of  Charlestown. 

6.  April  23,  Mr.  Bixby  8.  Woodward  and  Mrs.  Hattie  A.  Brad- 
ford, both  of  Acton. 

7.  May  7,  Mr.  John  Haggerty,  of  Hudson,  and  Miss  Mary  Man- 
gin,  of  Acton. 

8.  Aug.  6,  Mr.  W.  A.  S.  Cutter  and  Miss  Clara  E.  Stone,  both  of 
Acton. 

9.  Sept.  11,  Mr.  James  Tenney  and  Miss  Katie  Hyde,  both  of 
Acton. 

10.  Oct.  2,  Mr.  Frank  H.  Young,  of  Jay,  Vt.,  and  Miss  Mary  A. 
Young,  of  Newport,  Vt. 

11.  Oct.  19,  Mr.  Alfred  Sawyer,  of  Acton,'  and  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Walker,  of  Sudbury. 

12.  Nov.  19,  Mr.  Henry  C.  Wheeler,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Tibbetts,  of  Concord. 

13.  Nov.  22,  Mr,  Hiram  J.  Hapgood  and  Miss  Augusta  A.  Parker, 
both  of  Acton. 

14.  Dec.  31,  Mr.  Robert  Chaffin  and  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Handley,  both 
of  Acton. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1871. 

No.  Date  of  Death,  Name  of  Deceased. 
1.  Jan.  27,  Miss  Georgiana  Reed,  aged  29  yrs.  3  mos.  11  days. 
2.  Jan.  30,  Honora  Calanan,  aged  4  yrs.  6  mos.  5  days. 
3.  Feb.  2,  Mrs.  Ann  Reed,  aged  67  yrs.  9  months. 
4.  Feb.  4,  John  Calanan,  son  of  Daniel  and  Ellen  Calanan,  aged 

10  mos.  3  days. 
5.  March  6,  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes,  aged  70  yrs. 
6.  March  26,  George  W.,  son  of  Osman  D.  and  Mary  E.  Rich- 

ardson, aged  17  days. 
7.  April  12,  Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  Crampton,  aged  57  yrs.  6  mos. 

12  days. 
8.  April  29,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shattuck,  aged  70  yrs.  8  mos.  17 

days. 
9.  May  8,  Miss  Nellie  J  Hanscom,  aged  14  years. 

10.  June  4,  Miss  Lucinda  Hosmer,  aged  67  years. 
11.  June  28,  Mr.  Jonas  Heald,  aged  80  yrs.  8  mos.  16  days. 
12.  June  30,  John,  son  of  David  and  Bridget  Rynn,  aged  11  yrs. 

3  mos.  18  days. 
13.  July  14,  Mr.  William  H.  Reed,  aged  35  yrs. 
14.  Aug.  20,  Mr.  Francis  Kinsley,  aged  18  yrs.  9  mos. 
15.  Aug.  21,  John  M.,  son  of  Luther  R.  and  Louisa  M.  Forbush. 

aged  11  yrs.  2  mos.  17  da^'S. 
16.  Aug.  22,  Miss  Lizzie  Flagg,  aged  20  yrs.  8  mos. 
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17.  Aug.  30,  Lucius  G.,  son  of  James  D.  and  Marietta  M.  Coburn, 
aged  5  mos.  8  days. 

18.  Sept.  4,  Charles  P\,  son  of  Freeman  L.  and  Amelia  A.  Ran- 
dall, aged  1  yr.  1  month,  9  days. 

19.  Sept.  18,  Everett  W.,  son  of  James  D.  and  Marietta  M.  Co- 
burn,  aged  5  mos.  26  days. 

20.  Sept.  20,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Henrietta  Wilkins,  1  day. 
21.  Sept  28,  Evelyn  W.  Karcher,  daughter  of  Charles  F.  and  Mary 

A.  Karcher,  aged  8  mos.  18  days. 
22.  Oct.  1,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Jones,  widow  of  Silas  Jones,  aged  84yrs. 
23.  Oct.  19,  Mrs.  Catherine  Cutter,  aged  76  yrs.  10  mos.  11  days. 
24.  Oct.  24,  Mrs.  Rhoda  Burnhara,  aged  94  years. 
25.  Oct.  26,  Mr.  Nathaniel  T.  Law,  aged  62  yrs.  11  mos.  17  days. 
26.  Oct.  27,  Charles  H.  Dibble,  son  of  Philo  and  Clementine  Dib- 

ble, aged  11  mos.  2  days. 
27.  Oct.  31,  Mr.  Levi  Wetherbee,  aged  86  yrs. 
28.  Nov.  26,  Mrs.  Susanna  C.  Chaffin,  aged  71  yrs.  5  mos. 
29.  Dec.  3,  Mr.  Hiram  W.  Wetherbee,  aged  51  yrs.  11  mos. 

DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1871. 

Males,     63,  at  $2  each,  $126  00 
Females,  5,  at  $5    "  25  00 

Total,      68  $151  00 

Clerk's  fees,  at  20  cents  each,  $13  60 

Paid  in  to  County  Treasurer,  $137  40 

WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk. 
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REPORT. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton  : 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements,  both  of  custom  and  law, 
the  School  Committee  of  Acton  make  this  their  Annual 

Keport. 

They  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  schools,  with 

two  or  three  exceptions,  have  been  successful,  while  in  some 

of  them  a  marked  degree  of  progress  has  been  manifest.  But 
there  is  more  or  less  difficulty  connected  with  the  task  of 

securing  good  teachers  ;  and  the  difficulty  is  increasing  every 

year,  because  other  occupations  offer  more  permanent  employ- 

ment, and  in  many  instances  more  lucrative,  with  less  criti- 
cisms and  less  annoying  circumstances  connected  therewith. 

Teachers  are  constantly  changing,  and  if  we  get  a  good 
teacher  we  are  not  sure  of  her  more  than  a  term  or  two,  ere 

some  other  committee,  with  a  little  more  money,  takes  her 

away ;  for  so  far  as  our  knowledge  and  experience  goes, 

teachers'  wages  are  lower  in  our  immediate  vicinity  than  in 
many  other  places. 

Another  reason,  which  renders  it  difficult  to  secure  pros- 
perous schools,  is  the  fact  that  parents  do  not  lend  their  aid 

and  influence  on  the  side  of  the  teacher,  and  drop  a  word  or 

two  detrimental  to  their  ability  to  teach  a  school ;  and  by  so 

doing  encourage  the  scholars  to  a  degree  of  disrespect  which 

makes  it  next  to  impossible  for  a  teacher  to  maintain  good 
order,  gain  the  respect  of  his  or  her  scholars,  stimulate  them 

to  an  earnest  endeavor  to  improve  themselves,  and  make  the 

best  use  of  the  time  allotted  them  for  school  purposes. 

The  importance  of  this  subject  demands  the  sober,"  serious 
attention  of. parents,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  it  will  re- 

ceive it.    The  school  also  demands  frequent  visits  from 
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parents  and  friends  of  the  scholars,  and  mnst  receive  them, 

if  we  would  secure  the  greatest  benefit  from  our  schools. 

We  too  frequently  get  wrong  impressions  of  the  school,  by 

taking  reports  that  come  to  us  on  the  wings  of  the  wind  ;  but 
rather  let  us  often  visit  the  school  room  and  see  for  ourselves, 

and  speak  an  encouraging  word  to  those  gathered  there,  and 

our  word  for  it  you  will  feel  a  greater  degree  of  satisfaction, 

and  confer  a  blessing  on  the  school  of  untold  value.  Another 
reason  is  the  fact,  that  tardiness  and  absences  in  some 

schools  are  so  frequent,  that  much  of  the  value  of  the  school 

is  lost.  If  you  would  watch  the  progress  of  a  school  where 

the  scholars  are  always  prompt  and  punctual  in  their  attend- 
ance, and  one  the  reverse  of  this,  we  think  those  whose  duty 

it  is  to  see  that  scholars  are  prompt,  would  see  such  a  difier- 
erence  in  favor  of  the  former  that  they  would  spare  no  pains 

or  expense  to  make  our  schools  of  such  a  character,  and  thus 

secure  much  more  benefit  from  them.  We  want  to  bring 

the  standard  of  our  schools  to  a  higher  grade  than  they  now 

are  ;  and  in  order  to  do  this  let  us  parents,  one  and  all,  in- 
terest ourselves  in  this  matter,  and  do  what  we  can  to  bring 

about  so  desirable  a  result. 

Music. 

It  is  desirable  to  secure  teachers,  as  far  as  possible,  that 

are  able  to  practice  singing  and  teach  the  same  to  their  schol- 
ars ;  yet  we  would  not  make  it  one  of  the  requisites  of  a 

good  teacher,  but  think  no  one  can  fail  to  see  a  decided  dif- 
ference in  schools  (other  things  being  equal),  and  give  the 

preference  to  those  where  singing  is  practised.  None  can 

sing  unless  they  feel  pleasant  and  happy,  and  they  do  not 
wish  to  lose  the  exercise  ;  therefore  the  tendencies  are  that  all 

parties  will  feel  better,  and  everything  in  the  school  room 
will  be  done  with  a  better  relish  because  of  the  singing. 

Text  Books. 

The  only  change  that  has  been  made  in  text  books  the  past 

year  is  the  removal  of  Robinson's  Intellectual  Arithmetic, 
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which  was  a  very  difficult  book  for  the  place,,  and  Eaton's 
introduced  in  its  stead,  at  the  commencement  of  the  school 

year ;  and  your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  change 

was  a  good  one,  and  many  of  the  teachers  agree  with  them 

in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Discipline. 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  good  order  should  be 

maintained  in  our  common  schools  ;  all  will  agree  in  regard 

to  the  fact,  but  how  to  maintain  it  is  the  question  that  puz- 
zles us  more  than  anything  else  at  the  present  time.  Many 

will  clamor  loudly  for  good  order  in  our  schools,  while  their 

government  of  two  or  three  children  at  home  is  very  laxative, 

and  would  not  be  tolerated  by  them  in  school  for  a  single  day. 

But  what  is  to  be  done  ?  It  is  all  right  when  somebody's 
else  child  is  the  mark,  but  a  different  thing  when  you  meddle 

with  my  child.  Corporal  punishment  at  the  present  day  is 

unpopular,  and  the  idea  is  fast  creeping  into  our  schools  that 

scholars  are  not  to  be  punished  at  all,  do  what  they  will,  ajid 

some  of  the  parents,  just  as  soon  as  their  children  are 

touched,  are  offended  at  the  teacher  and  waylay  him  or  her 

on  their  way  to  their  boarding-place,  and  give  them  a  piece 
of  their  mind  in  no  very  gentle  terms,  and  take  their  chil- 

dren from  school.  So  long  as  this  is  practised  so  long  we 
shall  have  trouble  in  our  schools.  A  better  way,  in  our 

judgment,  would  be  to  keep  your  children  at  school,  although 
you  felt  that  all  was  not  quite  right,  and  to  seek  a  private 
interview  with  the  teacher,  talk  the  matter  over  and  set 

things  right,  and  not  blaze  it  about  so  that  the  scholars  get 
the  impression  that  the  teacher  is  not  of  much  account  and 

stands  very  low  in  the  estimation  of  their  parents. 

School  Houses. 

Perhaps  nothing  need  be  said  in  regard  to  school  houses, 
as  the  subject  is  now  before  the  town.    One  house  was  built 

year  before  last,  and  one  in  the  centre  of  the  town  last  year, 

and  the  prospect  now  is  that  two  more  will  be  built  this  year. 
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We  would  advise  a  liberal  expenditure  in  the  erection  of  the 

houses,  yet  not  so  extravagant  but  that  enough  may  remain 

for  furniture  of  the  rooms,  such  as  globes,  wall  maps,  mot- 
toes, &c.,  which  are  very  much  needed,  and  have  not  yet 

been  furnished,  except  in  one  instance,  that  of  the  East 
district. 

We  will  now  take  a  glance  at  the  schools  and  the  teachers 

of  the  past  year. 

East  School. — The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by 
Miss  Mary  A.  Tinker,  who  taught  the  year  previous.  Under 

her  excellent  training  the  school  gained  rapidly  in  the  differ- 
ent branches  taught,  and  although  at  the  close  sickness  called 

her  suddenly  away,  with  no  examination,  yet  from  the  fre- 
quent visits  your  Committee  made,  and  knowledge  gained 

from  other  sources,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  good 

progress  was  made,  and  scholars  and  teacher  passed  the  time 

pleasantly  and  profitably  to  themselves  and  all  interested  in 

the  school.  The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  R.  S. 

Cutler,  who  came  to  us  well  recommended,  and  fully  sus- 
tained her  reputation  as  a  teacher,  as  the  frequent  visits  and 

closing  examination  of  the  Committee  can  fully  testify. 

Also,  quite  a  number  of  the  parents  present  at  the  close  of 

the  school  expressed  themselves  well  satisfied  with  the 

progress  made,  and  a  desire  that  she  should  return  in  the 

Spring.    We  also  concur  in  this  desire. 

South-East. — The  Spring  term  of  this  school  was  taught 
by  Miss  Allie  H.  Burnham,  its  former  teacher.  She  went 

quietly,  yet  earnestly  about  her  labors,  and  fully  sustained 

her  previous  well-earned  reputation.  The  teacher  and  schol- 
ars seemed  interested  in  each  other,  and  each  desirous  to  ̂ 

accomplish  a  good  degree  and  amount  of  labor.  This  we 
think  was  secured,  as  the  visits  of  the  Committee  can  fully 

testify.  The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  W.  Beane, 
whose  abilities  to  teach  were  not  questioned,  but  who  failed 
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to  gain  the  respect  of  her  pupils,  consequently  the  order 
was  not  quite  as  good  as  we  would  like  to  have  seen  it ;  yet 
the  school  was  not  a  failure,  and  a  fair  amount  of  work  was 

accomplished,  and  Ave  trust  that  the  experience  of  this  term 
will  be  serviceable  to  her  in  the  future.  The  Winter  term 

was  taught  by  Miss  Alice  C.  Preston.  Her  reputation  of 

former  terms  was  very  good  and  we  hoped  that  she  would 

succeed  admirably,  but  for  some  reason  she  failed  to  gain 
the  respect  of  her  pupils  and  interest  them  in  their  studies, 
so  that  when  visited  the  order  was  too  laxative,  and  a  lack 
of  life  and  interest  in  scholars  and  teacher  was  manifest 

throughout  the  term. 

North. — This  school  was  taught  in  the  Spring  and  Fall 

by  Miss  Ella  F.  Keed,  a'  resident  of  the  district,  and  we feared  for  her  success,  but  as  the  term  advanced  we  saw  that 

our  fears  were  groundless,  and  that  the  teacher  and  schol- 
ars became  interested  in  each  other,  and  in  their  labors,  and, 

although  this  was  her  first  experience  in  teaching,  a  good 

degree  of  labor  was  accomplished  which  was  attended  by 
success  throughout  both  terms.  The  Winter  term  was 

taught  by  Miss  Junia  S.  Bartlett,  who  has  had  much  experi- 
ence in  school  teaching,  and  under  whose  training  the  school 

made  rapid  progress.  When  visited  at  the  commencement, 

and  at  the  close,  the  school  appeared  well ;  good  order  and 

success  attended  her  labors  during  the  term,  and  we  gave  the 

school  our  hearty  approval.  The  scholars  showed  their  re- 
spect and  esteem  for  their  teacher  by  giving  her  a  well 

selected  present  at  the  close  of  the  exercises  on  examination 

day. 

i  South  Primary. — The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Misa 
i  M.  A.  Edwards,  who  was  well  recommended,  and  entered 

upon  her  labors  with  a  good  degree  of  earnestness,  and  al- 

though no  examination  was  had,  yet  evidence  of  her  ability 
to  teach  and  earnestness  in  her  work  were  manifest  when- 

ever we  visited  the  school,  and  fair  success  followed  her  la- 
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bors.  The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss 

Lottie  C.  Faulkner,  who  possesses,  in  an  uncommon  degree, 
the  faculty  and  ability  to  teach  and  interest  her  pupils ;  and 

we  think  we  never  visited  a  primary  school  where  we  were 

so  well  pleased,  and  where  the  pupils  Avere  so  well  drilled, 

and  seemed  to  understand  what  they  were  doing  so  well,  as 

this  school.  Her  manner  of  object  teaching  was  excellent. 

The  teacher  and  school  received  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  others  present,  and  we  trust  that  what  has  been 

learned  will  be  remembered,  and  practised  in  after  years. 

jSouth  Grammar. — This  school  has  enjoyed  the  pleasure 
of  having  the  same  teacher  throughout  the  whole  year. 
The  teacher.  Miss  Comstock,  has  often,  and  for  some  time, 

been  before  the  town  in  a  number  of  reports,  and  is  there- 
fore too  well  known  to  need  any  remarks  from  us.  There  is 

a  thoroughness  of  manner  about  this  teacher  and  school 

which  is  very  commendable,  and  the  exercises  were  of  such 
a  character  as  to  need  no  criticism. 

West  Primary. — This  school  has  had  only  one  teacher, 
Miss  S.  Jennie  Wheeler,  throughout  the  year.  Her  school 

was  large,  too  large  for  the  room,  and  the  scholars  were 

somewhat  crowded  during  the  Winter  term.  But  although 
she  had  these  difficulties  to  contend  with,  her  order  was 

good,  the  pupils  seemed  interested  in  their  studies,  and  the 
teacher  labored  hard  and  accomplished  a  good  work.  The 

school  appeared  well  when  visited  by  the  Committee,  and  at 

the  close  the  teacher  and  scholars  received  the  approval  of 

the  Committee  and  of  many  parents  who  were  present. 

West  Grammar. — This  school  has  had  three  teachers  dur- 

ing the  year.  The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Annie 
E.  Hall,  an  old  and  a  good  teacher,  possessed  of  amiable 

qualities  of  mind,  and  kind  almost  to  a  fault,  if  such  a  thing 

were  possible.  Some  of  the  scholars  took  advantage  of 

lier  kindness  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the  discipline  of  the 
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school  quite  hard,  her  duties  being  arduous  by  having  too 

many  classes.    Your  Committee  dropped  one  study,  put  two 

classes  together,  thereby  reducing  the  number  of  classes 
to  three  less  than  at  first.     She  labored  hard  and  accom- 

plished a  work  for  w^hich  she  will  long  be  remembered  by 
those  interested,  and  at  the  close  received  the  approbation 

of  the  Committee,  although  there  was  no  formal  examination. 

The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Allie  H.  Burnham,  a  for- 
mer acquaintance  with  the  schools  of  Acton,  and  we  cannot 

add  much  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  her  favor  as  a 

teacher.    She  found  it  a  rather  difficult  school  as  regards 

discipline,  yet  she  labored  hard  for  the  good  of  her  scholars, 

and  won  the  affection  and  regard  of  many  of  them,  who  ex- 

pressed a  wish  that  she  should  return  again.     The  Commit- 
tee were  able  to  say  at  the  close,  she  has  done  what  she 

could.     The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Wm.  R.  White, 

from  Dartmouth  College.    He  was  a  young  man  of  amiable 

qualities,  came  well  recommended  as  a  teacher,  and  accom- 

plished a  good  work.    He  treated  the  school  kindly,  and  en- 

deavored to  govern  by  kindness  and  was  partially  success- 
ful, but  a  few  of  the  scholars  took  advantage  of  his  kindness 

and  we  feared  an  outbreak  at  one  time,  but  one  boy,  who 

seeme'd  to  your  Committee  to  be  the  leader  in  every  wrong 
act,  left  when  the  school  was  about  half  through,  with  the 

expression  that  he  would  not  come  to  school  if  he  must 

obey  orders,  and  from  that  time  onward  there  was  no  more 
trouble.    At  the  examination  many  of  the  classes  recited  on 

topics  selected  by  the  teacher,  and  drawn  by  the  scholars  at 

the  time  of  examination,  so  that  the  school  was  thrown  upon 

its  ow^n  resources.    We  could  not  refrain  from  saying  that 

they  acquitted  themselves  manfully  and  w^ell,  and  our  ap- 
proval was  given  them  and  their  teacher. 

Centre  Grammar . — This  school  has  had  three  teachers  for 

the  past  year.  The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Junia 
S.  Bartlett,  an  old  and  experienced  teacher,  whose  labors 

were  w^ell  planned  and  well  executed. 
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The  school  for  this  term,  for  some  reason  or  other,  was 

smaller  than  the  previous  term,  or  since  ;  yet  the  teacher  and 

scholars  generally  seemed  united  in  the  great  purpose  of 

making  the  most  of  their  time  and  advantages  towards  secur- 
ing an  education,  and  on  the  whole  the  school  was  a  success. 

The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Priest,  who 

has  taught  in  this  school  for  several  terms  previous  to  this, 

and  now,  as  in  former  terms,  the  school  did  a  good  work, 

and  one  that  will  long  be  remembered  by  many  of  the  schol- 
ars as  among  their  pleasant  and  profitable  school  terms.  The 

teacher  won  for  herself  the  approval  of  the  Committee  for  her 

prompt  and  untiring  efforts  for  the  good  of  the  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Vining,  a  young 

man  of  good  moral  character,  who  entered  upon  his  labors 

with  a  determination  of  having  a  good  school,  and  govern  by 
kindness.  But  some  of  the  scholars  did  not  choose  to  be 

thus  governed,  acknowledging  only  brute  force  and  the 

motive  of  fear.  Consequently  the  school  was  only  a  partial 
success.  The  facts  were  that  he  did  not  have  the  sympathy 

and  co-operation  of  some  of  the  parents,  and  was  tried  and 
condemned  before  school  commenced,  before  they  knew 

anything  of  him  as  a  teacher ;  and  no  teacher  can  succeed 

under  such  circumstances.  It  is  a  very  difficult  task  when 

supported  and  aided  by  the  parents.  His  previous  success 
as  a  teacher  has  been  uniformly  good. 

Centre  Primary, — The  Spring  term  of  this  school  was 
taught  by  Miss  Flora  A.  Hayward,  who  was  possessed  of  a 

good  education,  having  graduated  and  received  a  diploma  at 

a  neighboring  high  school.  This  was  her  first  experience, 
and  the  Committee  wished  her  success  ;  yet  she  failed  to  gain 

the  respect  of  her  pupils  to  a  very  great  degree.  Conse- 
quently her  success  was  not  so  good  as  we  wished  it  might 

have  been. 

The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Blood.  Un- 
der her  training  the  school  seemed  to  do  well.  She  had  the 

faculty  of  gaining  the  esteem  and  respect  of  her  pupils  and 
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interesting  them  in  their  studies,  breal^iiig  the  monotony  of 

school  exercises  by  an  occasional  song,  and  so  a  good  work 

was  accomplished,  and  the  teacher  and  the  term  will  long  be 

remembered  by  them  as  among  their  pleasant  and  profitable 
terms. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Allie  H.  Burnham, 

whose  talent  for  and  interest  in  teaching  has  won  for  her  the 

love  and  respect  of  her  pupils  in  diff(U'ent  parts  of  the  town  ; 
and  here,  as  in  other  schools,  she  did  not  fail  to  interest  her 

scholars  in  a  very  large  degree,  thus  making  some  of  the 

studies,  which  are  frequently  called  dry  and  uninteresting, 

the  very  reverse.  Whenever  this  school  was  visited  by  the 

Committee  it  appeared  orderly  and  studious  ;  and  the  closing 

examination  gave  evidence  to  the  Committee  and  others  pres- 
ent that  teacher  and  scholars  had  labored  hard,  unitedly  and 

earnestly  for  the  great  object  of  obtaining  an  education,  and 

so  prepare  them  for  future  usefulness  in  life  ;  and  we  accor^l 

to  teacher  and  pupils  our  hearty  approval,  and  wish  them 

godspeed  in  the  good  work. 

The  column  in  the  statisti(;al  table  appended,  showing  the 
number  of  visits  of  parents  and  others,  does  not  include  the 

Superintendent's  visits  each  term. 

JOHN  E.  CUTTER,  Choirmcm. 
LUKE  BLANCHARD, 

W.  H.  FAULKNER, 

JOHN  WHITE, 

WINSOR  PRATT. 

Acton,  March  23,  1872. 
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FINANCIAL. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $258  36 

Balance  from  last  year,  "       14  84 
$273  20 

Paid  teachers,  $224  20 
Fuel,  33  25 
Care  of  school  room,  fires,  &c.,  ^          8  53 
Balance  to  new  account,  7  22 

  $273  20 

John  E.  Cutter,  Committee,  % 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  Treasury,  $229  63 
Balance  from  last  year,  28  23 

Paid  teachers,  $235  00 
Fuel,  18  00 
Care  of  house,  fires,  &c.,  4  86 

{ 

$257  86 

$257  86 

WmsoR  Pratt,  Ooynmittee, 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $244  12 
Balance  from  last  year,  1  96 

Paid  teachers,  $220  50 
Fuel,  16  00 
Care  of  house,  fires,  &c.,  5  98 
Balance  to  new  account,  3  60 

$246  08 

$246  08 
John  White,  Committee. 
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WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $605  GO 
Balance  from  last  year,  43  16 

Paid  teachers,  $563  75 
"  fuel,  49  50 
"  care  of  house,  fires,  &.,  8  00 

Balance  to  new  account,  27  51 

$648  76 

$648 Luke  Blanch  akd,  Committee. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $651  02 
Balance  from  last  year,  46  28 

Paid  teachers,  $640  00 
fuel,  38  00 

"  care  of  house,  fires,  &c.,  15  25 
Balance  to  new  account,  4  05 

$697  30 

$697  30 
W.  H.  Faulkner,  Committee. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $605  60 
Balance  from  last  year,  4  19 

Paid  teachers,  502  25 

fuel,      '  61  73 
"  care  of  house,  fires,  &c.,  12  00 

Balance  to  new  account,  33  81 

$609  79 

$609  79 
John  E.  Cutter,  Committee. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  Town,  $2,325  00 
Income  from  State  School  Fund,  160  83 

Dog  Fund,  125  03 

Total  for  School  purposes,  $2,610  86 

Number  of  children  'reported  by  Assessors,  between  the  ages  of five  and  fifteen,  310. 
Sum  appropriated  by  Town  for  each  scholar,  reported  by  Asses- 

ors,  $7.50. 
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EOLL    OF  HONOR. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  one  term. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  two  terms. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  three  terms. 

Centre  Primary. 

Hattie  Smith, 
Flora  Stearns, 
Ella  Tuttle, 
Viola  S.  Tuttle, 
Willie  H.  Kinsley, 
Frank  Tike, 
Josiah  VVillard. 
Albert  H.  Smith, 
Freddie  Hodgman, 
Herbert  Kobbins, 
George  W.  Tuttle, 
Arthur  Taylor, 
Walter  Kichardson. 

Mary  Hammond.. 

South  Grammar. 

Mary  F.  Worster, 
Emma  L.  Billings, 
Jennie  A.  Tuttle, 
Lizzie  Richardson, 
Sidney  L.  Kichardson, 
Michael  Hannon, 
Willie  S.  Warren, 
Norman  Davidson, 
Anson  Piper, 
George  E.  Haynes, 
John  Penny. 

Mary  Phelan. Emma  J.  Handley. 

South  Primary. 

Hattie  Wetherbee, 
Nettie  Fuller, 
Ella  Clark, 
Etta  C.  Temple, 
Josephine  Hannon, 
Martha  E.  Jones, 
Carrie  E.  Jones, 
Mary  J.  Jackson, 
George  Priest, 
George  H.  Jackson, 
Frank  L.  Jackson, 
James  Hannon. 

Frank  Taylor, 
Eddie  G.  Poole, 
Freddie  A.  Brown, 
Etta  I'.  Sawyer. 

Usher  J.  Brown. 

Wkst  Grammar. 

Nellie  M.  Taylor, 
Lizzie  L  Walker, 
Nellie  Handley, 
Lilla  Hayvvard, 
Emma  Mead, 
Ella  Teele,. 
Hattie  Whitcomb, 
Warren  A.  Stevens, 
John  Hoar, 
George  Hutchins, 
Eddie  Hayvvard, 
Edgar  H.  Hall, 
Alphonso  Wyman, 
Eltie  Wright, 
Julius  Streeter. 

Lizzie  Robinson, 
Inez  Wyman, 
George  Gardner, Austin  Lawrence. 

Emma  Stearns. 
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Roll  of  Honor,  continued. 

Tliose  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  one  term. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  two  terms. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  three  terms. 

West  Primary, 

Annie  Blanchard, 
Ellie  Hapgood, 
Crosby  Hoar, 
Eddie  Hoar, 
Georgie  Robinson, 
Allie  Gilmore, 
Alphonso  Wyman, 
Kalph  E.  Streeter, 
Fred  E.  Cutler, 
Georgie  M.  Streeter, 
Arthur  W.  Houghton. 

Mary  Tuttle, 
Arthur  Blanchard, 
Bertie  Mead. 

Lottie  Handley, 
Georgie  V.  Mead, 
Fred  Mead. 

East  School. 

Lizzie  S.  Billings, 
Annie  E.  Elliott, 
Hattie  A.  Harris, 
Amelia  F.  Perkins, 
Lizzie  Perkins, 
Webster  C.  Robbins, 
George  H.  Robbins, 

■  Nixon  Ball, 
E.  R.  Conant, 
C.  J.  Robbins, 
George  Conant, 
Charles  H.  Fiske. 

Bessie  M.  Ball, 
Florence  Perkins. 

Cora  Fisk, 
Abbie  Fisk. 

South-East. 

Mary  Fairbanks, 
Lucy  Oliver, 
Addie  Jones, Emma  Pratt. 

North. 

Julia  Ina  Rose, 
Sidney  White. 

Cora  Rouillard, 
Freddie  Rouillard, 
Elmer  Rouillard. 

Lizzie  A.  Cash. 
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TABLE 

SCHOOLS. 

n^Y.*^^  (  Grammar, 
C^"*'^^-  {primary,' ( Grammar, 

( Primary, 
I  Grammar, 
I  Primary, 

West. 
South 
East, 
South-East, 
North, 

Centre. 
West. 
South. 
East, 
South-East, North, 

(  Grammar, 
(  Primary, 
( Grammar, 
I  Primary, 
j  Grammar, (  Primary, 

Centre. 

West. 
South 
East, 
South-East, North, 

( Grammar, 
\  Primary, 
( Grammar, 
(  Primarj^, 
I  Grammar, \  Primary, 

TEACHERS. 

Spring. 
Miss  Junia  S.  Bartlett, 

'-   Flora  A.  Hay  ward, 
"   Anna  E.  Hall, 
"   S.  Jennie  Wheeler, 
"  Amelia  D.  Comstock, 
"   M.  A.  Edwards, 
"   Mary  A.  Tinker, 
"   Allie  H.  Burnham, 
"   Ella  F.  Reed, 

Totals, 

Fall. 
Miss  Lizzie  M.  Priest, 

Lizzie  M.  Blood, 
Allie  H.  Burnham, 
S.  Jennie  Wheeler, 
Amelia  D.  Comstock, 
Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 
Mary  A.  Tinker, 
Lizzie  W.  Beane, 
Ella  F.  Reed, 

Totals, 

Winter. Mr,  E.  B.  Vining, 
Miss  Allie  H.  Burnham, 
Mr.  Wm.  R.  White, 
Miss  S.  Jennie  Wheeler, 
"  Amelia  D.  Comstock, 
"  Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 
"  R.  S.  Cutler, 
"  Alice  C.  Preston, 
"  Junia  S.  Bartlett, 

Totals, 

Aggregate  for  the  year, 

21? 

20i 

26 

$31  00 26  00 
35  00 
30  00 
35  00 
32,  00 
39  80 30  00 
25  00 

$283 

o  » 

296 

36  00!  32 
32  00 1  31 35  00 
30  00 
35  00 
35  00 
39  80 
28  00 
25  00 

$295 

55  00 32  00 
55  00 
30  00 
40  00 40  00 

36  00 30  00 35  00 

$353  CO 
60 

22 31.3 
34 
33.9 27.5 40 
28.7 
21.4 
13.9 

290 

316 
902 

252.7 

25.06 
27.8 
30.8 31.6 29.75 

39.16 
25  2 
21.4 
19.5 

250.27 

29 
36.38 
31 41.18 29  7 

32.1 28.6 
16.32 20 

264.28 

767  25 

Total  average  percentage  of  Attendance  during  the  year, 85. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPOET. 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  RECEIPTS. 

UnexpeiKk'd  Balance  of  last  year   $1,186  80 

Regular  Town  Grant  '   9,000  00 Town  Grant  for  Schools   2,375  00 
Town  Grant  for  Highways   1,500  00 
Overlay  on  Taxes   547  71 
Armory  rent  for  1871    145  49 
Armory  rent  for  1872   100  00 
Grass  in  East  Cemetery   11  00 
State  Aid  to  January  1,  1872   300  00 
Corporation  Tax   650  53 
State  School  Fund   159  48 
From  Town  of  Stow,  School  money   16  26 
Military  Account   29  00 
Old  School  house.  Centre  district   302  25 
From  Town  of  Billerica,  for  support  of  Nan- 

cy Sprague   24  62 
From  Town  of  Billerica,  for  support  of  War- 

ren Russell   12  00 
Lots  sold  in  Cematery   16  00 
Use  of  Town  Hall   147  00 
Dog  Fund   133  03 
State  Paupers   117  14 
Interest  on  Taxes,  1871   45  20 
Note,  George  C.  Wright   3,000  00 

John  Goldsmith...   2,500  00 
Joseph  Barker   1 ,000  00 
D.  J.  Wetherbee   1,200  00 
H.  J.  Hapgood.,    400  00 
Lewis  Rouillard   200  00 
Joseph  Noyes   200  00 
Joseph  P.  Reed   200  00 
Jonathan  Piper   600  00 
Luther  Billings   200  00 
William  D.  Tuttle   2,200  00 
Josiah  Dow   600  00 
Patrick  Farrell   1,150  00 
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Note,  John  Grimes   $300  00 
George  Reed   450  00 
George  H.  Harris   200  00 
John  Wilson   500  00 
David  M.  Handley   1,300  00 

George  W.  Gates."   200  00 J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee..   300  00 
State  Tax   1,580  00 
County  Tax   916  19 

 $36,014  70 

I 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT     OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  G.  W.  Gates,  South  district   $648  00 
Luke  Blanchard,  West  district   616  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  Centre  district   608  00 
Henry  Brooks,  East  district   305  52 
Winsdor  Pratt,  Soutli-east  district   244  40 
George  H.  Harris.  North-east  district..        244  40 

  $2,666  32 

SCHOOL  HOUSE  REPAIRS  AND  INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  Luke  Blanchard,  West  district   $24  87 
G.  W.  Gates,  South    10  91 

Winsdor  Pratt,  So.  east     "    1190 
John  E.  Cutter,  Centre    1173 

$59  41 

REPAIRS  ON  HIGHWAYS. 

Paid  Luther  Davis   $  9  00 
Alonzo  Tuttle   47  73 
Charles  Wheeler   422  31 
A.  H.  Jones   119  03 
William  Spaulding   17  65 
Daniel  Harris  *  .  ,  51  60 
John  Harris   470  00,, 
Luther  W.  Piper   53  96 
Francis  Pratt   24  13 
John  Grimes   48  40 
Daniel  Fletcher   91  50 
Warren  Flagg   29  35 
Nathan  Brooks   49  00 
John  Conant   20  80 
Abel  Farrer.  Jr   14  07 
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Paid  Simon  Tattle    $27  30 
F.  H.  Whitcoml)   25  00 
Moses  Taylor   7  00 

 $1,062  53 

SPECIAL  REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Paid  Daniel  Harris,  for  lumber  and  labor  rail- 
ing road  and  repairing  bridge  near 

mills  of  H.  M.  Smith   $25  77 
Francis  Pratt,  for  repairing  road  from 

South  Acton  to  house  of  Daniel 
Fletcher   1,000  00 

Charles  Wheeler,  for  repairing  road  from 

South  Acton  to  West  Cemeter}'. . .  .        438  75 
Charles  Wheeler,  for   repairs  on  road 

near  house  of  Levi  Iloughton   150  06 
Reuben  Handley,  for  labor  on  road  from 

West  Acton  to  West  Cemetery,  by 
order  of  County  Commissioners..  .        252  46 

Isaac  Reed,  for  breaking  roads   7  00 
F.  H.  Whitcomb,  "    3  00 
Levi  W.  Stevens,    4  00 
Phineas  Wetherbee,  lumber  for  railing..  2  00 
Simon  Tuttle,  "  3  00 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  8  35 

 $1,894  39 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Sarah  Hunt   16  00 
Sarah  B.  Childs   17  00 
Mrs.  Desmond   15  00 
Charles  Edmonds   27  13 
Sally  White   47  00 
Adams  family,  9  persons,  Wilson  fami- 

ly, 2  persons,  Israel  Nickerson,who 
died  while  infected  with  small  pox,  248  69 

Abel  W.Jones   92  00 
Warren  Russell   12  00 
Dr.  I.  Hutchins,  medical  attendance  for 
Nancy  Sprague  and  John  Brown  in  1867,  30  62 
Mrs.  Murphy   1  00 
Joseph  Noyes,  journey  to  Boston  re- 

specting Charles  Edmonds   4  00 

Town  P^arm  deficiency  for  1871-2   203  19 
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I^aid  James  E.  Billings,  journey  to  Boston  in 
reference  to  State  Aid   $2  50 

Journey  to  Maiden,  after  W.  Oliver   3  00 
Journey  to  Sudbury,  after  Sarah  Hunt. .  2  00 

  $721  13 

INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 

Paid  Augustine  Conant.  . 
Cyrus  Conant  
David  M.  Hand  ley.  . 
Frederick  Rouillard. 
J.  E  Billings  
J.  K.  Putney  
William  Wheeler. . . 
Daniel  Harris  
Calvin  Harris  
John  R.  Whitcomb 
Elizabeth  Hanscom 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee 
George  C.  Wright. . 
Isaac  T,  Fl?igg  

TOWN  DEBT. 

Paid  George  C.  Wright   $3,000  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee   300  00 

 $3,300  00 

MILITARY  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  armory  rent   $150  00 
For  entertainment  of  the  Old  Sixth 

Regt,,  April  19,  1872   340  25 
May  Parade   29  00 

  $519  25 

PRINTING. 

Paid  Tolman  &  White  for  town  warrants.  . .  $14  50 
Blank  order  book   8  50 
Notices,  (wanted)   3  50 
Reports  for  March  and  April   101  47 
Notices,  school  land   1  50 
Assessors'  notice   4  00 

$292  00 
140  00 
141  48 
110  50 
216  51 
39  00 
30  00 
56  37 
14  00 
35  00 
40  80 
13  47 
54  25 
6  00 

$1,189  38 
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Paiil  Dog  notice   $3  00 
Auction  of  school  house   1  00 
Sealer  of  weights  and  measures   3  00 
Vahiation  books   100  60 
Notices,  $500  reward   3  50 
Advertising  in  Herald,  $500  reward, 

and  telegram,  etc   9  88 
  $254  45 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  Hatttie  W.  Wilder   $96  00 
Joanna  Moulton  «   48  00 
Rebecca  C.  Wright   48  00 
A.  R.  Sumner   42  00 
George  W.  Sawyer   42  00 
Nancy  B.  Richards   8  00 

  $284  00 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Martin  Pike,  for  labor  in  East  Cemetery 

f'rancis  Kingsley,  digging  well  in  West 
Cemetery.  

Charles  Hastings,  work,    lumber  and 
nails,  for  West  Cemetery  

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  John  E.  Cutter,  superintending  schools,       $90  00 
"  "      collecting  taxes  1871. .         80  00 

Abatement  of  taxes   70  75 
C.  A.  Harrington,  taking  valuation  and 

making  taxes   124  00 
Isaac  Reed,  taking  valuation  and  mak- 

ing taxes   r29  00 

Fre'derick  Rouillard,  taking  valuation and  making  taxes   134  00 
Simon  Tuttle,    taking  valuation  and 

making  taxes   132  00 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  taking  valuation,  mak- 

ing and  copying  taxes   119  00 

Do.,  preparing  Assessors'  notices  for 
printing   2  00 

$34  00 

56  00 

22  37 
  $112  37 
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Paid  Do.,  copying  valuation  book  lor  print- 

ing." -   $10  50 Do.,  services  as  Town  Clerk   25  00 
James  E.  Billings,  services  as  Select- 

man  55  00 

Hiram  J.  Hapgood,  services  as  Select- 
man  40  00 

 $1,011  25 

SCHOOL  HOUSES.  ^ 

Paid  Henry  M.  Srai.th,  Centre  scoool  house..  $234  20 
J.  E.  Cutter,  settees  and  ladder  for 

Centre  school  house   17  50 
Geo.  C.  Wright,  West  school  house. ..  7,000  00 
James  Tuttle,  South  school  house. ....  7,000  00 

 $14,251  70 

TOWN  HOtrSE  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Geo.  W.  Sawyer,  30  galls,  oil   $11  03 
washing  floor,30  hours  6  00 
ink,  paper  and  pens. .  37 
six  lamp  chimneys. . .  75 
1  sprinkler   1  05 
2  brooms   84 
24  lamp  wicks   25 
opening  town  hall  51 
times   35  25 

opening  hall  to  jubilee 
singers.   13  00 

repairing  funnel   3  00 
taking  care  of  clock. .  10  00 
cleaning  clock   75 
varnishino"  hall   5  79 

J.  E.  Cutter,  for  coal  V   25  07 
  $113  15 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  Daniel  Jones,  repairing  tree  on  common,  $9  G2 
John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  for  pump  for  well  on 
common  »  .  10  00 

Cost  of  indictment  for  road  nuisance, 
1867   21  40 

Crampton  Brothers,  damage  to  cow. ...  18  00 
Standard  yard  measure  *  ..c   15  00 
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Paid  John  Dean,  land  for  gravel   $51  50 
Joseph  Noyes,  road  scraper   47  60 
F.  B.  llolden,  damage  by  defect  inroad,  16  00 
Jonas  Blodgett,  selling  school  house  ...  2  25 
Wni.  D.  Tuttle,  expenses  on  pub.  doc. ,  4  50 

"            valuation  book   4  65 
"            stationary  and  postage.  3  23 
"            expenses  to  Boston  to 

get  valuation  printed,  1  30 
Surveying  and  grading  road  from  South 

Acton  to  powder  mills   9  75 
vSetting  and  marking  stake  on  roads.. .  .  1  50 
Recording  39  births   11  70 

"        10  marriages   1  50 
"        34  deaths   5  40 

Description  of  school  house  lot  in  West 
Acton   2  00 

Journey  to  Sudbury  to  make  out  certifi- 
cate of  election   2  20 

G.  W.  Sawyer,  tolling  bell,  15  deaths. .  3  00 
Francis  Dwight,  attending  funerals  for 

33  persons   99  00 
Coffin  for  Israel  Nickerson   4  50 
Making  returns  of  32  deaths    3  20 
J,  E.  Cutter,  stamps  on  notes   3  25 

"          books  for  Centre  district.  .  3  80 
"           express  on  books,  &c  .  . . .  2  60 
"          insurance  on  West  school 

house   110  00 

"           error  in  county  tax   2  97 
Geo.  W.  Gates  and  J.  K.W.  Wetherbee, 

land  for  school  house  in  So.  Acton,  500  00 
Geo.  Hey  wood,  for  advice   1  50 
J.  E.  Billings,  express   1  00 

"          postage   60 
"           stationary....   50 

  $975  02 

RECEIPTS  FROM  FEB.  26,  1872,  TO  FEB.  26,  1873. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb. 
26,  1872   SI, 186  80 

Appropriations  and  receipts   34,827  90 
 $36,014  70 
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p:xpenditures. 

Support  of  schools   $2,666  32 
Repairs  of  school  houses  and  incidentals. .  .  59  41 
Repairs  of  highways   1,062  53 
Special  repairs  on  highwa^^s  and  bridges.  . . .  1,894  39 
Support  of  poor   721  13 
Interest   1,189  38 
Town  debt   3,300  00 
Military   519  25 
Printing   254  45 
State  aid  o   284  00 
Cemetery   112  37 
Town  officers   1,011  25 
School  houses   14,251  70 
Town  house   113  15 
Miscellaneous   975  02 
State  tax    1,580  00 
County  tax   916  19 

I 

$30,910  54 

Balance  in  treasury  Feb.  26,  1873   $5,104  16 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Ebenezer  Conant   $2,007  66 
Augustine  Conant   4,135  33 
Daniel  Harris   846  78 
Frederick  Rouillard   1,791  11 
Joel  Hanscom   700  40 
J.  E.Billings   2,138  07 
David  M.  Handley   3,054  25 
Isaac  T.  Fhigg   106  35 
Calvin  Planis   203  03 
John  R.  Whitcomb   507  58 
J.  K.  Putney   693  60 
William  WHiceler   523  00 
James  A.  Billings   217  00 
John  Goldsmith   2,642  18 
Joseph  Barker   1,025  46 
D.  J.  Wetherbee   1,241  00 

H.  J.  llapo-ood   410  96 Louis  Rouillard   205  63 
Joseph  Noyes   206  02 
Joseph  P.  Reed   206  02 
Jonathan  Piper   616  05 
Luther  Billings   203  34 
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\V.  D.  Tattle   $1,017  50 
Josiah  Dow   GOG  53 
Patrick  Farrel   1,158  05 
John  Grimes   303  50 
Geo.  Reed   457  87 
Geo.  H.  Harris   200  70 
John  Wilson   500  00 
G.  W.  Gates,   212  75 
W.  D.  Tnttle   1,200  00 

 $29,397  72 
Amount  due  from  State  aid,  -   332  00 
From  State,  care  of  sick  State  paupers   193  G9 
Estimated  value  of  old  school  houses.  .......  1,000  00 
Due  from  Town  Treasurer   5,104  16 

  6,629  85 

Balance  against  the  Town   $22,767  87 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,  )  Selectmen 
JOSEPH  NO  YES,  \  of 
HIRAM  J.  HAPGOOD,  j  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1873. 



REPORT  OF  THE  RECEIFrS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

ALMSHOUSE    IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1873. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND,  APRIL  1st,  1873. 
1  horse   $250  00 
9  cows   362  50 
5 J  tons  hay   137  50 

Oat  straw."   9  00 45  hens   33  75 
3  turkeys   3  50 
2  shotes   18  00 
10  pounds  lard   1  25 
Pickles   2  00 
40  lbs.  corn  beef   4  00 
4  bbl.  apples   8  00 
75  lbs.  salt  pork   7  50 
100  lbs.  ham   12  50 
50  bush,  potatoes   37  50 
1  hog   15  75 

$902  75 RECEIPTS. 
Milk   $798  86 
Apples   168  00 
Berries   23  51 
Poultry   49  11 
Calves   60  70 

Eggs   26  39 
Potatoes   2  00 
Ashes   4  00 
Bags   2  00 
Squash   2  91 
3  cows   107  54 

$1,245  02 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  oil  meal   $40  95 
Cloth  and  clothing   22  25 
Sugar   42  58 
Glass  and  putty.   1  10 
Grass  seed   9  61 
Coffee   3  32 
Castings  ;   31 
Corn  meal   289  12 
Tobacco   5  60 
Matches   65 
Medicine   2  02 
Mustard   59 
Saleratus   44 
Cream  Tartar   1  49 
Paint   3  17 
Ointment   1  25 
Blueing.  «   12 
Nails   78 
Soda   1  12 
Lemons   92 
Brushes   1  53 
Barrels   20  05 
Starch   1  11 
Scraps   1  94 
Rope   ,1  64 
Brooms  ,   76 
Axe  helve   33 
Tomatoes  ,   40 
Spices   3  81 
Beef  c.  76  75 
Lounge   13  00 
Tools   4  11 
Salt   5  26 
Bread   1  24 
Butter  ,   30  63 
Candles   2  25 
Rye  meal  ,   1  75 
Potatoes   1  08 
Turnips   75 
Cabbage   25 
Tinware   6  54 
Lettuce   17 
Flour   67  00 
Rice   2  31 
Oil   2  24 
Onions   6  24 
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For  
Vinegar                                                            .  $3  94 

Dried  apples   1  49 
Tea   12  37 
Beans   5  76 
Raisins   4  62 
Sonp   8  G8 
Door  latches  ,  .  31 
Stone  Jar  «   1  17 
Fish   8  03 
Molasses   13  99 
Cheese   15  24 
Peas   93 
Repairing  barn   4  50 
Filing  saw   50 
Wheelwright  bill   5  qq 

•  Bntchering  hogs.  •   2  50 
Ponltry  ,   2  50 
Oats   8  75 
Newspaper   3  75 
Labor  ,   82  83 
Shotes   13  00 
Use  of  Bnll   3  QO 
Repairing  harness   2  07 

Dr.  Cowdrey's  bill.   5  50 
Blacksmith  bill   9  78 
Lnniber   4  99 
Pnmp  and  repairs   8  00 
Bahmces  •   35 
Locks  »   95 
Basket  r   37 
Barley   90 
Lime   1  10 
Smoking  ham   70 
Honey   25 
Solder. .    30 
Pasturing  cows  ,   20  00 
Play   54  46 
Repairing  sink   50 
Stove   3  00 
Puno-   20  50 

Pail".   36 Blacking   60 
1  jng   35  : 
Coopering   44 
Services  of  Charles  Morris   325  00 
James  E.  Billings,  for  services  as  Overseer  of  the 
Poor   14  00 

Joseph  Noyes             "                            "  8  00 
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For  Hiram  J.  Hnpgood,  services  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,         S8  00 

$1,873  82 
Total  amount  of  Receipts.   1,245  02 

Drawn  from  Treasury  to  balance  account.   128  80 

Income  less  than  expenditures   128  80 

Interest  on  the  Farm.  .\   239  40 
Drawn  from  Treasury   128  80 

$368  20 

Victualling  6 G  travellers   $33  00 

Cost  of  supporting  Poor  on  Farm   $335  20 

Whole  number  of  persons,  exclusive  of  trav^ellers,  supported  in 
the  Almshouse,  three  ;  average  number,  three  ;  present  number, 
three. 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,  )  Overseers 
JOSEPH  NOYES,         V  of 
HIRAM  J.  HAPGOOD,  )  Poor. 

Acton,  April  1,  1873. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  Reports  of  the 
Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  ) 
J.  K.  W.  WETHERBEE,  }  Auditors. 
D.  J.  WETHERBEE,  ) 



TOWN  CLERK'S  EEPOET. 

BIETHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1872. 

JVo.    Date  of  Birth.      Name  of  Child.  Pamnts^  Names. 
1  Jan.  1,  Elizabeth  Trainor,  daughter  of    Hugh  and  Hannah 

Trainor. 

2  Jan.  9,  Ida  Luella  Boucher,  daughter  of  Lewis  H.  and  Lilla  A. 
Boucher. 

3  Feb.  13,  Thomas  Joseph  Mannion,  son  of  John  and  Julia  Man- 
nion. 

4  Feb.  17,  Ada  Marion  Jones,  daughter  of  Lowell  A.  and  Sarah 
A.  Jones. 

5  Feb.  26,  Berta  Velma  Littlefield,  daughter  of  Nalium  and  Addie 
M.  Littlefield. 

6  March  2,  Nettie  Frances  Drew,  daughter  of  George  H.  and 
Nellie  Drew. 

7  March  11,  Leander  Van  Ness  Tuttle,  son  of  Luke  and  S.  So- 
phia Tattle. 

8  March  19,  Gracie  Eudora  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Alonzo  L.  and 
p:ilen  Tuttle. 

9  April  4,  James  Davis,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Davis. 
10  April  10,  lola  Augusta  Preston,  daughter  of  Oscar  E.  and  Ma- 

ry S.  Preston. 
11  April  12,  George  F.  Clark,  son  of  George  and  Carrie  M.  Clark. 
12  April  13,  Harry  Forest  Hayward,  son  of  Frank  F.  and  Emily 

N.  Hayward. 
13  April  19,  Edwin  Fletcher  Smith,  son  of  Henry  M.  and  Abbie 

B.  Smith. 

14  April  22,  Roy  Gardner  Brooks,  son  of  Henry  and  Julia  A. 
Brooks. 

15  April  22,  Ellen  Augusta  Calanan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ellen 
Calanan. 

16  May  11,  Albert  Cochrane,  son  of  John  and  Emma  E.  Cochrane. 
17  June  1,  Mary  A.  Randall,  daughter  of  Freeman  L.  and  Amelia 

Randall. 
18  June  11,  Medora  Carlotta  Barker,  daughter  of  Henry  and 

Louisa  M.  Barker. 
19  Jnne  15th,  Thomas  Turner  Foley,  son  of  Patrick  and  Elizabeth 

Foley. 



17 

20  June  22,  John  Andrew  Felian,  son  of  John  and  Lizzie  M.  Fehan. 
21  Jul}^  16,  Louis  Downinoj  Whittemore,  son  of  Frank  H.  and 

Nellie  M.  Wiiittemore. 
22  Aug.  G,  Henry  Clay  Dibble,  son  of  Philo  and  Clementine  Dibble. 
23  Sept.  23,  Albert  J.  Reed,  son  of  Reuben  L.  and  Mary  A.  Reed. 
24  Sept.  27,  a  daughter  to  Frank  A.  and  Anna  P.  Brown. 
25  Oct.  5,  Grace  Lillian  Hosmer,  daughter  of  Lucius  S.  and  Ella 

F.  Ilosmcr. 
26  Oct.  20,  William  Henry  Bradley,  son  of  Dennis  and  Hannah 

Brad-ley. 
27  Oct.  24,  Willard  Alvin  Davis  son  of  Alvin  A.  and  Susan  M. 

Davis. 
28  Oct.  28,  Grace  P^velyn  Robbins,  daughter  of  Elbridge  J.  and 

Ellen  M.  Robbins. 
29  Nov.  23,  Belle  Gertrude  Sumner,  daughter  of  Alson  R.  and 

Carrie  A.  Sumner. 

30  Nov.  27,  Margaret  Traverse,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Cathe- 
rine Traverse. 

31  Nov.  30,  Mildred  Abia  Rogers,  daughter  of  Sumner  and  Mattie 
C.  Rogers. 

32  Dec.  3,  a  son  to  Herbert  T.  and  Mary  J.  Clark. 
33  Dec.  17,  a  son  to  Isaac  W.  and  Emma  Flagg.  y 
3d    Dec.  21,  Luther  Conant,  son  of  Luther  and  S.  Augusta  Conant. 
35  Dec.  22,  Francis  Borden  Farrar,  son  of  Abel,  jr.,  and  Delina 

Farrar. 
36  Dec.  23,  Oliver  Drew  Wood,  son  of  Rev.  Franklin  P.  and  Abby 

O.  Wood. 
37  Dec.  31,  a  son  to  Richard  and  Ann  Morris. 

Males,  21  ;  females,  16  ;  total,  37. 

1869,  May  10,  Idella  Josephine  Barker,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Louisa  M.  Barker. 

1870,  Dec.  26,  Lizzie  Maria  Fehan,  daughter  of  John  and  Lizzie  M. 
Fehan. 

MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  ACTON  IN  1872. 

No.   Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  Parties. 
1  April  10,  Mr.  James  McGreen  and  Miss  Belle  Batchelder,  both 

of  Acton. 

2  April  14,  Mr.  George  H.  Decoster,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Blanchard  of  Boxborough. 

3  May  23,  Mr.  Isaac  T.  Flagg,  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Luc}'  A.  Keyes, of  Groton. 

4  May  29,  Mr.  Edgar  Alonzo  Jenkins,  of  Shirley,  and  Miss  Lydia 
Ann  Richardson,  of  Townsend. 
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5  June  G,  Mr.  A.  Augustine  Jenkins,  of  Leominster,  and  Miss 
Emma  L.  Knight,  of  A^^er. 

6  Nov.  30,  Mr.  Elliot  O.  Taylor,  of  Dunstable,  and  Miss  Charlotte 
A.  Dutton,  of  Acton. 

7  Dec.  4,  Mr.  Herbert  E.  Preston  and  Miss  Sophia  E.  Symonds, 
both  of  Acton. 

8  Dec.  11,  Mr.  Theron  F.  Newton  and  Miss  Anna  A.  Tuttle,  both 
of  Acton. 

9  Dec.  23,  Mr.  Edward  D.  Battles,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Adelia  Ben- 
nett, of  Concord. 

10  Dec.  25,  Mr.  Horace  Tuttle,  2nd,  and  Miss  Arethusa  M.  Conant, 
both  of  Acton. 

DEATHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1872. 

No.   Date  of  Death.  Name  and  Age. 

1  Jan.  7,  widow  Eunice  Barker,  aged  91  j-ears  and  23  days. 
2  Jan.  24,  Mr.  Mathew  Markland,  aged  75  3^ears  10  months. 
3  Feb.  9,  Mrs.  Betsey  Conant,  widow  of  Simeon  Conant,  aged  74 

years,  9  months,  9  days. 
4  March  25,  Mrs.  Mehitable  Piper,  widow  of  Silas  Piper,  aged  101 

years,  2  months,  1  <lay. 
5  March  31,  George  E.  McDonnell,  aged  16  years,  7  mos.,  2  days. 
6  April  9,  James  Davis,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Davis  aged  5  ds. 
7  Mny  19,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Quiulan,  aged  42  years,  3  mos.,  17  ds. 
8  June  4,  Mrs.  Lucy  Briggs,  wife  of  Daniel  R.  Briggs,  aged  66  yrs. 
9  June  12,  Mr.  Lewis  F.  Ball,  aged  53  yrs.,  10  days. 

10  June  16,  Mrs.  Ann  Maria  Parks,  aged  31  jts.,  11  mos. 
11  June  17,  Mr.  Horace  Adams,  aged  35  yrs.,  5  mos. 
12  June  18,  Mr.  Abel  Jones,  aged  88  yrs.,  9  mos.,  22  days. 
18  June  26,  Dea.  Silas  Hosmer,  aged  80  yrs.,  3  mos.,  1  day. 
14  July  3,  Miss  Julia  Mann,  aged  22  yrs.,  2  mos. 
15  July  10,  Mr.  Elias  Warner,  aged  76  yrs.,  9  mos.,  3  days. 
16  July  17,  Capt.  Jonathan  Hosmer,  aged  86  yrs.,  9  mos.,  14  days. 
17  July  26,  Mr.  Horace  C.  Rodgers,  aged  29  yrs.,  6  mos.,  10  days. 
18  July  27,  Nellie,  daughter  of  Marcus  M.  and  Martha  M.  Ray- 

mond, aged  6  months,  18  days. 
19  Aug.  9,  Mr.  Amos  Noyes,  aged  62  yrs.,  11  mos.,  13  days. 
20  Aug.  11,  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Freeman  L.  and  Amelia  Randall, 

aged  2  months,  10  days. 
21  August  24,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Jenkins,  aged  40  yrs.,  11  mos. 
22  Sept.  4,  Mr.  Jacob  Soper,  aged  72  yrs.,  9  mos.,  28  days. 
23  Sept.  6,  Mrs.  Martha  Hastings,  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  Hastings, 

aged  48  years. 
24  Sept.  18,  Mrs.  Bridget  Shurry,  wife  of  John  Shurry,  aged  34  yrs. 
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25  Sept.  28,  Mr.  Israel  Nickerson,  aged  17  years. 
26  Oct.  13,  Mr.  John  S.  Hoar,  aged  43  yrs.,  3  mos.,  24  days. 

27  Oct.  20,  Miss  Hattie  L.  Hoar,  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Lydia  P.' 
Hoar,  aged  20  years,  2  montlis. 

28  Nov.  15,  LiUa  May  Teel,  daughter  of  William  II.  and  Mary  E. 
Teel,  aged  3  ̂ ^ears,  2  months,  11  days. 

29  Nov.  23,  Miss  Olive  A.  Pickens,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Mary  C. 
Pickins,  aged  15  years,  3  months,  1(3  days. 

30  Nov.  25,  William  Murphy,  aged  80  years. 
31  Nov.  27,  Martha  E.  Jones,  daughter  of  Aaron  M.  and  Augusta 

C.  Jones,  ;:iged  10  years,  10  months. 
32  Dec.  6,  Mr.  Aaron  Wood,  aged  73  years. 
33  Dec.  14,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.llosmer,  wife  of  Mr.  Edwin  Hosmer, 

aged  43  years,  2  months,  1  day. 
34  Dec.  22,  Mr.  William  Spaulding,  aged  59  years,  4  mos.,  18  days. 

DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1872. 

Males,     67,  at  $2  each  $134  00 
Females,    5,  at  $5  each   25  00 

Total,      72  $159  00 

WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk. 
Acton,  March  26,  1873. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE'S  EEPOET. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton: 

Your  School  Committee  having  discharged  the 

duties  committed  to  their  charge,  respectfully  submit 

for  your  consideration  the  following  report: 

In  making  this  report,  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  be 

able  to  say,  that  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  the 

progress  and  general  success  of  the  schools  have  been 

quite  satisfactory.  Considering  everything, — the 

number  of  different  teachers  employed,  the  rate  of 

compensation  which  we  have  been  able  to  offer  as  an  in- 

ducement to  experienced  teachers  to  labor  in  our 

schools  and  the  fact  that  our  schools  are  so  far  separated 

that  we  are  not  able  to  have  teachers'  meetings — consid- 
ering these  and  other  things  which  might  be  mentioned 

we  think  that  the  success  of  the  schools  the  past  year 

has  been  as  great  as  could  have  been  expected.  We 

can  not  expect  our  schools  to  be  equal  to  those  of 

the  cities  and  larger  towns,  for  the  above  mentioned 

and  other  reasons.  Not  only  are  we  unable  to  offer 

adequate  compensation  for  experienced  teachers  of  the 

highest  order  of  ability,  but  because  of  the  fact  that 

there  is  no  High  School  in  town,  we  feel  it  necessary 

to  admit  to  our  schools  a  range  of  studies  that  other- 

wise would  be  excluded.  It  is,  moreover,  more  difficult 

to  inspire  the  pupils  of  our  schools  with  an  ambition 

to  excel  in  their  studies,  than  it  would  be  had  we  a 
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High  School  to  which  they  hoped  to  be  promoted 

when  sufficiently  advanced  in  their  stndies.  We  hope 

the  time  may  come  when  this  Town  will  have  a  High 

School,  as  well  as  good  Primary  and  Grammar 

Schools.  But  in  the  mean  time,  w^e  hope  you  will 
bear  in  mind  the  disadvantages  under  which  those  in 

charge  of  your  schools  have  to  labor,  and  approve  or 

censure  them  accordingly. 

As  a  general  thing,  however,  in  spite  of  the  diffi- 
culties above  referred  to,  we  have  been  able  to  secure 

the  best  of  teachers.  Had  you  placed  at  our  disposal 

twice  as  much  money  as  you  actually  did  place,  we  do 

not  know  that  we  coukl  have  secured  any  better 

teachers  for  those  schools.  It  is  only  in  a  few  cases 

that  w^e  were  partially  unsuccessful.  .  Not  only  have 
the  teachers  as  a  general  thing  been  efficient,  but  we 

are  happy  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  several 

districts  have,  with  few  exceptions,  earnestly  co-oper- 
ated with  the  teachers  and  committee  in  their  endeav- 

ors to  make  the  schools  completely  successful.  In 

looking  over  the  reports  we  find  that  a  large  number 

have  visited  the  schools,  and  thus  shown  their  interest. 

Those  who  have  visited  the  schools  and  others  having 

children  that  have  been  pupils,  have  aided  the  com- 

mittee by  giving  information  respecting  the  schools 

and  by  making  suggestions  as  to  how,  in  their  opinion, 

they  might  be  improved.  We  feel  confident,  more- 

over, that  many  parents  have  promoted  the  success  of 

the  schools  by  teaching  their  children  to  respect  the 

teachers,  obey  the  rules,  and  to  be  faithful  in  their 

studies.     We  take  this  opportunity  to  commend  all 
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those  who,  in  these  waj^s,  have  promoted  the  cause  of 

popular  education  the  past  year,  and  to  bespeak,  on 

the  part  of  tliese  and  others,  a  simihir  co-operation  in 
the  future. 

During  the  past  winter  it  was  our  privilege  to  see 

four  of  the  largest  schools  in  town,  located  in  beauti- 
ful and  commodious  school  rooms.  We  feel  sure  that 

these  new  and  ample  provisions  for  the  pressing  wants 

of  our  scholars  will  do  more  towards  attracting  and 

retaining  efficient  teachers  than  anything  else  that 

could  have  been  done.  We  think,  too,  that  these  new 

school  houses,  with  their  ample  and  convenient  means 

for  warmth  and  ventilation,  will  not  only  promote  the 

interests  of  education,  but  will  contribute  to  the  health 

and  longevity  of  many  who  will  be  obliged  to  spend  a 

large  portion  of  the  most  important  period  of  their 

lives  in  our  school  rooms.  On  these  accounts  we 

would  recommend  what  seems  to  be  the  settled  policy 

of  the  town,  that  every  district  in  the  township  be 

provided  with  a  school-room  suited  to  its  wants. 

But  while  our  oversight  of  the  schools  the  past 

year  affords  us  so  many  topics  for  commendation  and 

encouragement,  we  feel  that  we  should  be  wanting  in 

our  duty,  were  we  not  to  mention  certain  defects 

which,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  be  remedied  as  soon 

as  possible. 

TREATMEl^^^T  OF  TEACHERS. 

1st.  We  think  it  possible  for  the  people  of  the 

several  districts  to  aid  the  committee  in  securing  for 
our  schools  more  efficient  teachers. 
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In  the  first  place,  if  a  teacher  is  not  successful  in 

his  work;  if  the  committee  are  confident  that  some 

other  teacher  can  be  secured  who  will  do  the  work 

more  faithfully,  the  people  ought  not  to  allow  any 

personal  considerations  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the 

dismissal  of  that  teacher  and  the  employment  of 

another,  at  the  end  of  a  term  at  least.  It  is  sometimes 

the  case  that  teachers  endeavor  by  cultivating  personal 

favor  in  the  community  to  make  up  for  their  lack  of 

success  in  the  school-room.  We  feel  that  in  order  to 

have  successful  schools,  success  in  teaching  must  be 
the  condition  of  a  continuance  in  office. 

Again,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  teacher  is  success- 

ful in  his  appointed  work,  no  personal  considerations 

should  lead  any  one  to  endeavor  to  bring  about  his 

removal.  But  on  the  contrary,  every  parent  and 

scholar  should  do  all  in  his  power  to  so  co-operate  with 

the  teacher,  and  make  his  position  so  agreeable  that 

he  will  prefer  to  teach  in  one  of  our  schools  to  going 

elsewhere,  even  if  his  salary  is  not  as  large.  When 

this  course  shall  have  been  adopted  by  the  people  of 

all  the  districts  in  the  Town,  the  duties  of  the  commit- 

tee will  be  far  less  heavy  and  disagreeable  than  they 

are  in  some  cases  at  present. 

Again  we  would  recommend,  that  if  a  teacher 

does  not  seem  to  be  perfectl}^  successful  in  his  work, 

(if  he  is  having  a  fair  degree  of  success.)  that  the 

people,  after  having  expressed  their  views  of  the 

matter  to  the  committee,  be  not  clamorous  for  an  im- 

mediate removal.  The  committee  may  not  be  able  to 

supply  the  place  immediately  with  any  one  who  will 
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do  better;  and  it  may  endanger  the  reputation  of  the 

school,  or  be  unjust  to  the  teacher  who  may  have  been 

successful  in  other  schools — these  and  other  reasons 

may  make  it  appear  to  the  committee  not  better  to 

make  an  immediate  change;  and  we  feel  that  the  peo- 

ple should  sustain  them  in  such  a  course. 

SCHOOL  DISCIPLINE. 

2nd.  A  defect  in  our  schools,  which  we  will 

mention,  is  a  lack  of  good  order.  This  fault  has  been 

so  often  dwelt  upon  in  the  annual  reports  of  this  com- 

mittee, that  it  seems  superfluous  for  us  to  mention  it 

again.  Our  excuse  for  doing  so  is  the  fact  that  we 

are  confident  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  the 

lack  of  good  order  in  our  schools  is  the  faulty  view  of 

the  subject  taken  by  many  of  the  parents  of  the 

pupils.  For  instance,  a  parent  asked  one  of  our 

teachers  not  long  ago,  "Why  can't  you  have  the  same 
kind  of  order  and  discipline  in  your  school  that  the 

scholars  have  in  their  homes?"  Every  parent  wdio 
has  tAvo  or  three  children,  and  has  attempted  to  read 

or  write  at  home,  can  answer  the  question  without  any 

aid.  But  the  question  illustrates  the  ideas  Avhich 

many  entertain  upon  this  subject.  As  we  look  upon 

it,  one  of  the  good  results  of  a  well  regulated  common 

school  is — that  it  tends  to  train  the  scholars  to  be  good 

and  law-abiding  citizens,  by  forming  in  them  the  habit 

of  implicit  obedience  to  properly  constituted  authority. 

Did  our  common  schools  accomplish  nothing  more 

than  this,  they  would  do  a  good  work.  But  aside 

from  this,  it  is  of  course  the  fact  that  without  good 
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order  there  can  be  no  satisfactory  progress  in  knowl- 

edge. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  a  strict 

observance  of  order  is  as  necessary  in  the  Primary  as 

in  the  Grammar  schools.  Unless  scholars  are  taught 

to  be  orderly  in  the  lower  schools^  and  form  the  habit 

of  being  so,  it  will  be  difficult  to  control  them  when 

they  enter  the  higher  departments. 

TEXT  BOOKS. 

3d.  A.  thing  w^hich  we  will  mention,  in  respect 
to  which  we  think  there  is  room  for  improvement,  is 

the  matter  of  text  books. 

The  school  committee  are  able  in  the  circum- 

stances of  the  case,  to  shape  the  methods  of  teaching 

in  our  schools  to  such  a  limited  degree, — teachers  are 

necessarily  left  to  pursue  their  own  methods  to  such 

an  extent,  it  is  very  important  that  we  should  provide 

the  best  of  text-books,  and  insist  that  they,  (if  nothing 

else)  shall  be  taught.  We  are  satisfied  that  better 

text-books  for  the  wants  of  our  schools,  than  those 

which  we  have  in  use,  are  now  published.  We  have 

attempted  no  changes  the  past  year,  for  the  reasons 

that  we  have  not  been  satisfied  fully,  what,  among  the 

many  good  text-books  which  have  been  brought  to 

our  notice,  would  be  best,  were  any  X3hange  to  be 

made;  and  because  of  the  fact  that  the  parents  of 

the  scholars  have  manifested  an  unwillingness  to  have 

any  changes  made  on  account  of  the  supposed  extra 

cost  of  new  books.  To  obviate  this  last  objection, 

^e  would  suggest  that  when  changes  are  made,  they 

be  commenced  in  the  classes  that  are  taking  up  a  study 

hr  the  first  time,  and  will  be  obliged  to  purchase  new 
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books  of  some  kind,  and,  as  publishers  sell  there  books 

for  introduction  at  a  greatly  reduced  price,  there  need 

be  no  extra  expense,  but  a  saving  of  money  by  a 

change  of  books. 

MUSIC. 

4th.  A  thing  which  we  will  just  refer  to,  was 

mentioned  in  the  last  School  Report,  viz:  The  desir- 

ability of  having  more  instruction  in  the  art  of  singing 

imparted  in  our  schools.  Singing  by  rote  has  been 

taught  to  some  extent  in  several  schools  the  past  year, 

but  we  think  with  a  slight  expense  of  time  and  money, 

by  the  use  of  charts  and  the  progressive  music  books 

which  are  now  published,  any  teacher,  who  has  a 

slight  knowledge  of  music,  may  impart  the  science  of 

music  without  detriment,  but  to  the  advantage  of  the 

regular  studies  of  the  school. 

MAPS  AND  CHARTS. 

5th.    The  last  thing  which  we  will  simply  advert 

to,  is  the  desirability  of  having  our  new  school  rooms 

provided  with  maps  and  other  necessary  school  appa- 

ratus.   We  trust  the  liberality  and  good  judgment  of 

the  people  will  not  allow  this  want  to  remain  unsup- 

plied. 

Passing  from  this  more  general  view  of  the 

schools  we  will  notice,  as  briefly  as  possible,  what  has 

been  done  in  the  several  schools  of  the  Town,  during 

the  past  year,  noticing  the  different  schools  in  the 

order  pursued  in  our  last  report. 

East  School. — This  school  had  the  same  teacher^ 
Miss  M.  I.  Spalding,  throughout  the  year.  Although 
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the  business  of  teaching  was  ahiiost  new  to  Miss  S. 

when  she  began  this  school,  she  immediately  mani- 

fested such  an  aptitude  for  teaching,  possessed  on  all 

occasions  such  a  degree  of  self-control,  took  such  an 

evident  and  lively  interest  in  her  work  and  all  the 

pupils  under  her  charge,  that  her  success  as  a  teacher 

was  assured  at  the  out-set.  The  scholars  of  this 

school  co-operated  with  their  teacher  most  heartily  and 

showed  a  steady  progress  in  their  studies  throughout 

the  year.  The  public  examinations  which  closed  the 

fall  and  winter  terms  were  most  creditable  to  teacher 

and  scholars. 

8outli-JEast. — This  school  also,  had  the  same 

teacher.  Miss  Grace  A.  Yose,  throughout  the  year. 

She,  like  the  teacher  last  mentioned,  was  not  much 

experienced  in  the  business  of  teaching,  when  she 

began  this  school,  but  she  manifested  such  an  interest 

in  her  work,  the  school  was  so  small  and  her  scholars 

so  young,  that  we  thought  she  would  succeed.  So  far 

as  we  could  ascertain,  her  success  the  first  two  terms 

of  the  year,  though  not  brilliant,  was  fair.  We  heard 

no  complaint  on  the  part  of  any  inhabitant  of  the  dis- 
trict, until  near  the  end  of  the  last  term.  But  the 

examination  Avhich  closed  the  hist  term  of  the  year, 

failed  to  show  that  familiarity  with  the  studies  pursued 

and  that  extent  of  acquisition  on  the  part  of  the 

scholars,  which  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  insist  upon 

in  our  schools. 

J^orth. — This,  like  the  schools  previously  men- 

tioned, had  the  same  teacher.  Miss  Ella  Reed,  through- 

out the  year.     As  Miss  R.  has  taught  in  this  school 
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before,  and  been  favorably  mentioned  in  a  previous 

report,  it  is  hardly  necessary  that  we  should  speak  of 

her  work  here.  We  will  simply  say  that  Miss  R. 

applied  herself  quietly  but  persistently  to  her  work, 

and  her  pupils  co-operated  with  her  so  cordially  that 

every  term  of  the  year  was  a  success.  We  considered 
the  examination  which  closed  the  last  term  one  of  the 

most  successful  that  has  been  had  in  town  during  the 

year. 

South  Primary. — This  school  had  no  change  in 

teacher,  but  was  taught  through  the  year  by  Miss 

Lottie  C.  Faulkner.  This  teacher  has  been  highly 

commended  in  several  reports  of  this  committee,  so 

that  it  is  only  necessary  to  reiterate  what  has  been 
said.  In  our  intercourse  with  teachers  we  have  met 

with  very  few  so  well  adapted,  both  by  nature  and 

habit,  to  the  instruction  of  young  scholars.  We 

think  this  school  most  fortunate  in  having  such  a 

teacher,  and  we  hope  that  she  may  continue  long  in 

her  work. 

South  Grammar. — This  school  enjoyed  through 

the  year  the  continued  labors  of  Miss  Amelia  Com- 

stock,  to  whose  ability  as  a  teacher,  previous  reports 

have  paid  well  merited  tribute.  Miss  C.  is  most 

thorough  in  her  method  of  teaching,  decided  and 

dignified  in  the  government  of  the  school,  and  at  the 

close  of  every  term  is  able  to  show  solid  results,  as 

proofs  of  her  fidelity  and  the  faithful  co-operation  of 

her  pupils. 

West  Primary. — The  first  term  of  this  school 

was  taught  by  Miss  Jennie  Wheeler.    Miss  W.  had 
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taught  in  this  school  several  terms,  and  had  the  love 

of  her  pupils  and  the  good  will  of  their  parents  to  a 

marked  degree.  Miss  W.  always  seemed  at  home  in 

the  school-room,  and  was  faithful  to  her  charge.  We 

thought  the  classes  in  reading  made  especially  good 

progress  under  her  instruction. 

The  fall  and  winter  terms  of  this  school  were 

taught  by  Miss  Annie  E.  Hall.  The  fall  term  was 

somewhat  broken  by  the  teacher's  illness,  but  the 
examination  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term  was  emi- 

nently successful.  We  consider  Miss  H.  one  of  our 

best  teachers,  and  are  much  pleased  to  know  that  she 

is  to  continue  in  tjiis  school. 

West  Grammar. — The  first  two  terms  of  this 

school  were  taught  by  Miss  Grace  Barnes.  Miss  B. 

was  lacking  in  experience  when  she  undertook  the 

school,  and  though  in  our  opinion  she  devoted  herself 

most  earnestly  to  her  work,  she  did  not  prove  herself, 

in  this  school,  a  highly  successful  teacher.  So  far  as 

the  committee  could  ascertain,  the  first  term  of  her 

school  was  successful  to  a  fair  degree,  but  during  the 

second  term  there  was  such  general  disorder  in  the 

school  that  her  efforts  to  teach  were  completelj^  neu- 
tralized. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  J.  S.  Bart- 

lett,  a  teacher  of  ripe  experience  and  of  such  decision 

of  character  that  she  proved  herself  just  the  teacher 

for  the  place.  In  our  judgment,  no  teacher  could  have 

done  better  than  she  did.  The  people  of  this  district 

encouraged  and  sustained  the  teacher  and  committee 

in  enforcing  good  order,  and  the  result  was  one  of 
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the  most  orderly  and  well  disciplined  schools  in  town.. 

We  hope  that  a  similar  course  may  be  pursued  in  the 

future. 

Center  Primary. — The  first  two  terms  of  the 

year  were  taught  by  Miss  Ina  Y.  Austin.  Miss  A. 

seemed  very  well  adapted  to  the  work  of  instructing 

young  children,  was  beloved  by  her  pupils  and  very 

highly  esteemed  by  the  parents  best  acquainted  with 

her.  We  expected  her  scholars  would  show  much 

progress  at  the  end  of  the  second  term  of  the  school, 

but  for  some  reason  they  failed  to  do  so.  We  think 

that  Miss  A.  did  not  sufficiently  insist  upon  the 

scholars  becoming  perfectly  familiar  with  the  branches 

of  knowledge  taught  in  their  text  books.  She  had 

taught  in  a  school  where  the  work  is  arranged  by  the 

superintendent,  with  little  regard  to  text-books,  (a 

thing  which  might  be  done  in  this  town  if  the  super- 

intendent could  devote  all  his  time  to  the  management 

of  the  schools.)  The  committee  were  so  sure  that 

Miss  A.  would  have  had  better  success  another  term, 

that  they  would  have  retained  her,  had  not  a  well 

qualified  teacher  in  town  applied  for  the  school.  The 

winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Ada  C.  Davis.  This 

was  Miss  D.'s  first  experience  in  teaching;  but  she 
had  received  special  instructions  for  the  work,  and 

entered  upon  her  duties  with  a  zest  and  self-control 

that  gave  good  assurance  of  success,  at  the  outset. 

The  examination  which  closed  the  term  was  eminently 

successful.  So  far  as  we  are  aware,  her  labors  gave 

perfect  satisfaction  to  parents  and  pupils. 
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Center  Grammar. — The  first  two  terms  of  this 

school  were  taught  by  Miss  Allie  H.  Burnham.  Miss 

B.  has  been  so  frequently  and  highly  commended  in 

previous  reports  that  we  need  add  nothing  in  praise 

of  her  good  qualities  as  a  teacher.  It  will  suffice  to 

say  that  she  put  her  best  work  into  these  terms  of  the 

school,  and  at  the  examination  which  closed  the 

second  term  showed  results  corresponding  with  her 
earnest  and  well  directed  efforts. 

The  winter  term  was  begun  by  Mr.  John  H. 

Butler,  of  Dartmouth  College,  who  proving  himself 

unequal  to  the  work,  after  an  effort  of  three  weeks? 

resigned,  and  was  succeeded  immediately  by  Mr.  E. 

F.  Richardson,  who  taught  here,  what  he  teaches 

everywhere,  a  good,  orderly  school.  At  the  examin- 

ation which  closed  the  term,  the  scholars  gave  evi- 

dence of  having  made  good  progress  in  their  studies. 

We  append  the  usual  statistical  tables.  In  the 

number  of  visits  made  to  the  schools,  those  of  the 

superintendent  are  not  included. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHlSr  E.  CUTTER,  ^ 
GEORGE  W.  GATES,  | 

LUKE  BLAIN^CHARD,  \  Committee. GEORGE  H.  HARRIS, 
WmSOR  PRATT, 

F.  P.  WOOD,  Superintendent. 



FINANCIAL. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury   $305  52 
Balance  from  last  year   7  22 

Paid  teachers   $250  00 
Fuel   37  45 
Care  of  house,  &c   20  47 
Balance  to  new  account   4  82 

$312  74 

Henry  Brooks,  Committee. 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury   $240  00 
  $240  I 

Paid  teachers   $210  00 
Fuel   18  00 
Care  of  house,  &c   10  05 
Balance  to  new  account   1  95 

  $240  < 

WiNSOR  Pratt,  Co^nmittee. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation   $244  40 
Balance  from  last  year   3  60 

Paid  teachers   $214  50 
Fuel   16  00 
Care  of  house,  &c   6  28 
Balance  to  new  account   11  22 

George  Harris,  Committee. 
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WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation   S616  00 
Balance  from  last  year   27  51 

  $643  51 

Paid  teachers   $538  75 
Fuel   62  28 
Care  of  house,  &c   12  90 
Balance  to  new  account   29  58 

  $643  51 

Luke  Blanch ard,  Committee. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation   $648  00 
Balance  from  last  year   4  02 

  $652  02 
Paid  teachers   $545  00 
Fuel   71  55 
Care  of  house,  fires,  &c   19  70 
Balance  to  new  account   15  77 

  $652  02 

Geo.  W.  Gates,  Committee. 

CENTER  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation   $608  00 
Balance  from  last  year   33  81 

  $641  81 

Paid  teachers   $547  53 
Fuel   79  28 
Taking  care  of  house,  &c   15  00 

  $641  81 

J.  E.  Cutter,  Committee. 
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ROLL    OF  HONOR. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  one  term. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  two  terms. Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 

sent or  tardy  for  three  terms. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Etta  Esterbrook, 
Cora  Fiske, 
Hattie  Harris, 
Susie  Wetherbee, 

Hattie  Esterbrook, 
Abbie  Fiske, 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Jennie  Berry, 
Lizzie  Cash, 
Ina  Hose, 
Lizzie  Ryan, 
Nellie  Ryan, 
Freddie  Rouillard, 

Cora  Rouillard, 
Carrie  White, 
Elmer  Rouillard, 

SOUTH-EAST  SCHOOL. 

Estelle  Heath, 
Mabel  Pratt. 
Lester  N.  Fletcher, 
Lawrin  Pratt, 

Emma  A.  Pratt, 

SOUTH  PRIMARY. 

Addie  Barker, 
Gertie  Clark, 
Emma  Counter, 
Mary  E.  Haggerty, 
Mary  Hosmer, 
Marv  A.  Kniglits, 
Eva'F.  Shapley, Etta  C.  Temple, 
Bertie  Tuttle, 
Freddie  A.  Brown, 
Eddie  Poole, 
George  W.  Randall, 

Lizzie  B.  Faulkner, 
Josie  Hannon, 
Emily  Hannon, 
Carrie  B.  Hay  ward, 
Mary  I.  Jackson, 
Martha  Jones, 
Susie  A.  Moultou,* Eda  C.  Shapley, 
Frank  Buttrick, 
James  Hannon, 
Arlie  U.  Jackson, 
George  Jackson, Frank  Jackson, 

*  Detained  one  day  by  snow. 

Usher  Brown,* Hiram  H.  Gates, 

*  This  is  the  fifth  term  that 
U.  B.  has  not  been  tardy 
or  absent. 

SOUTH  GRAMMAR. 

Emma  L.  Billings, Ellen  M.  Phelan, Mary  Phelan. I^mma  M.  Conant, Frank  Taylor, 
Lulu  Moulton, 
Hattie  Moulton, 

Willie  Warren, 

Lizzie  Plumley, 
Etta  Sawyer, 
Michael  Hannon, 
Charles  Haynes, 
John  P.  Tenney, 

WEST  PRIMARY. 

Mattie  Houghton, Lottie  Handley, Alice  Guilford, 
Hattie  Parker, '  Mary  L.  Tuttle, Clara  Tuttle, 
Nellie  Walker, Lottie  Richardson, 
Nellie  White. 
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BOLL  OF  HONOR,  CONTINUED. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  one  term. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  two  terms. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  three  terms. 

WEST  GRAMMAR. 

Lizzie  Robinson, 
Ella  Teele, 
Delette  Handley, 
Charles  Handley, 
George  Hutchins, 
Warren  Stevens, 
Alphonzo  Wyman, 

CENTER  PRIMARY. 

Sarah  E.  Hammond, Anna  Davis 
Erminie  Davis, 
Mary  Hammond. 

CENTER  GRAMMAR.  ' 
Carrie  Jones, 
Annie  Pike, 
Etta  Taylor, 
Gilman  Parlin. 

Flora  Stearns, 
Viola  Tuttle, 

Frank  E.  Pike. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  RECEIPTS. 

Unexpended  Balance  of  last  year, 
$5,104 

16 

Regular  Town  Grant, 
9,000 

00 
Town  Grant  for  Schools, 
Town  Grant  for  Highways, 2,500 

00 

1,500 

00 

Overlay  on  Taxes, 463 

81 

Armory  rent  for  1873, 
State  Aid  to  January  1,  1873, 

75 00 

392 99 

Corporation  Tax, 620 77 
National  Bank  Tax, 444 

10 

State  School  Fund, 153 
77 

Military  Account, 
51 50 

Old  School  House,  South  District, 
City  of  Boston,  for  0.  A.  Whitney, 

473 
50 

9 00 
Use  of  Town  Hall, 62 00 
State  Paupers, 44 

57 

Interest  on  Taxes, 75 

00 

Auctioneer's  License, 
2 

00 

Lumber  from  Pest  House, 
Cash  for  Deed  in  Cemetery, 

1 
95 

1 
00 

Note,  Mrs.  P.  V.  Hapgood, 400 
00 

Mr.  F.  Rouillard, 800 00 

J.  E.  Billings, 200 
00 

Luther  Conant, 
1,000 

00 

J.  W.  Livermore, 600 00 
Charles  Morris, 350 00 
Patrick  Farrell, 400 00 
Phineas  Puffer, 

2,500 
00 

Isaac  Reed, 
1,200 

00 
M.  P.  Hosmer, 

1,200 00 State  Tax, 
1,777 

50 

County  Tax, 
1,012 

64 

Dog  P^und, 

92 
31 

$32,507  57 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  G.  D.  Fletcher,  South  District,  $678  38 
Luke  Blanchard,  West     "  644  88 
Harris  Cowdry,  Centre     "  636  50 
Henry  Brooks  &  E.  J.  Robbins,  East,  319  84 
John  Fletcher,  2nd,  South  East,  255  86 
Geo.  H.  Harris,  North,  255  86 

 $2,791  32 



4 

REPAIRS  ON  HIGHWAYS. 

Paid  Charles  Wheeler,  S953  87 
A.  H.  Jones,  614  55 
Laying  wall  at  Powder  Mill  Bridge,  28  75 
Lumber  and  labor  at  Powder  Mill  Bridge,  403  35 
Sluices,  77  85 
Luke  Tuttle,  for  sluice,  9  90 

BREAKING  ROADS. 
Daniel  Harris, 

$61 

40 

Abel  Farrar, 8 80 
Charles  Wheeler, 

ft  o 00 

L.  W.  Piper, 32 

60 

Warren  F.  Flagg, 
41 

00 

Thomas  Taylor, 4 00 
Nathan  Brooks, 

30 90 

John  Conant, 50 
60 

Daniel  Fletcher, 70 
45 A.  H.  Jones, 81 

65 

Isaac  Reed, 
23 

10 

Simon  Tuttle, 
41 

30 

A.  L.  Tuttle, 92 
00 

Luther  Conant, 
Jonas  K.  Putney, 

9 00 
8 

40 

Geo.  H.  Harris, 4 30 
Daniel  Tuttle, 2 

00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Worcester  Hospital,  for  A.  W.  Jones,  $230  83 
"             "      W.  H.  Oliver,  160  69 

Sarah  Hunt,  31  00 
Mrs. W.Conaut,forboardofC. W.Edmonds,  14  50 
Joseph  Reed,  for  board  and  care  of 
Mrs.  S.  Spencer,  40  00 

Sally  White,  life  support,  75  00 

Sarah  B.  Childs,  16  50 
Adeline  Livingston,  2  13 
W.  F.  B.  Whitney,  26  90 
O.  A.  Whitney,  9  00 
W,  Lumb  and  B.  Page,  State  paupers,  70  00 
E.  Oliver,  care  of  O.  E.  Thorp,  40  00 
Coffin  for  O.  E.  Thorp,  13  00 
G.  E.  Curtain,  at  Reform  School,  3  00 
Town  Farm  deficiency  for  1871  and  1872,  40  46 

"       "          "         "  1872  "  1873,  128  80 

$2,088  27 

$657  50 

$939  21 
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TOWN  DEBT. 

Paid  William  Wheeler,  $500  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  400  00 
Joseph  P.  Reed,  200  00 
Daniel  Harris,  5  34 
Augustine  Conant,  4,000  00 

,105  34 

INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 

Paid  Augustine  Conant, 

$241 

21 
David  M.  Handley, 210 

00 

Joseph  Barker, 
Cyrus  Conant, 

70 00 

140 
00 

D.  J.  Wetherbee, 84 

00 

F.  Rouillard, 
J.  A.  Piper, 

117 
37 

42 00 Daniel  Harris, 
75 

74 
Luther  Billings, 
Jonas  K.  Putney, 14 

00 

45 

50 

Geo.  W.  Gates, 14 00 
William  Wheeler, 26 33 
Joseph  P.  Reed, 13 

53 

H.  J.  Hapgood, 
7 00 

28 
00 

TvPwis  RonillflrrI 
13 00 

Joseph  Noyes, 14 00 
Calvin  Harris, 14 00 
Elizabeth  Hanscom, 40 80 
Patrick  Farrell, 80 

50 

John  R.  Whitcomb, 35 
00 

Josiah  Dow, 42 00 
James  E.  Billings, 146 38 
William  D.  Tuttle, 136 15 
John  Grimes, 21 

00 
Geo.  Reed,  ^ 

31 00 
Geo.  H.  Harris, 14 

00 

John  Wilson, 35 
00 

John  Goldsmith, 162 50 

PRINTING. 
« 

Paid  for  reports  for  March  and  April, 

$92 

00 

Warrants, 10 
00 

Posters, 
Voting  list. 

8 25 16 00 

$1,914  00 

$126  25 
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STATE  AID. 

Paid  Hattie  W.  Wilder,  $96  00 
Joanna  Moiilton,  48  00 
Rebecca  C.  Wright,  48  00 
Geo.  W.  Sawyer,  36  00 
A.  R.  Sumner,  36  00 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  and  W.  D.  Tuttle, 
for  East  Cemetery,  $69  10 

Isaiah  Reed,  for  West  Cemetery,  39  62 
"       "     laying  wall,  354  50 

SCHOOL  HOUSES.  • 

Paid  James  Tuttle,  South  District,  $1,344  53 
Geo.  C.  Wright,  West    "  942  94 
F.  Rouillard,  North       "  2,995  61 
Daniel  Fletcher,  South  East  District,  1,282  45 
Luther  Conant,  Centre  156  85 
James  E.  Billings,  East  50  78 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Joseph  Noyes,  services  as  Selectman 
for  the  year  1872,  $45  00 

F.  P.  Wood,  superintending  schools,  90  00 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  for  taking  inventory, 
making  and  copying  taxes,  writing 
bond  and  warrant,  and  making  return 
to  State,  36  00 

C.  A.  Harrington,  taking  inventory  and 
making  taxes,  30  00 

transcript  of  records,     .  14  40 
horse  hire,  4  00 
Simon   Tuttle,   taking   inventory  and 

making  taxes,  24  75 
William  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Town 
Clerk  one  year,  25  00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  collecting  taxes,  1872,  25  00 
"        "     notifying  Town  Officers  to 
take  oath  of  office,  1872  and  1873,  5  76 

James  E.  Billings,  services  as  Selectman,  57  00 
Hiram  J.  Hapgood,  services  as  Selectman,  46  CO 
Simon  Tuttle,  services  as  Selectman,         42  00 

$264  00 

$463  22 

;,773  16 

$444  91 



7 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  S.  M.  Osgood,  rent  of  school  room,  $50  00 
O.  E.  Preston,  damage  by  defect  in  road,  14  00 
C.  M.  Lawrence,  "  "  "  "  30  00 
T.  G.  F.  Jones,  sealing  weights  and 
measures,  37  00, 

F.  P.  Wood,  journey  to  Lowell,  in  refer- 
ence to  printing,  1  50 

N.  E.  Cutler,  damage  to  settees  used  in 
West  School,  10  00 

J.  B.  Porter,  for  gravel,  6  00 
Road  scraper  and  repairs,  56  74 
Selling  South  school  house,  2  50 
W.  Littlefield,  varnishing  hearse,  15  00 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  recording  deeds,  1  30 
Do.,  copying  records  on  school  house  case,  3  00 
Do.,  express  and  postage,  2  55 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  journey  to  Sudbury  to 
make  out  certificate  of  election, 

$2 

50 

Do.,  recording  18  marriages. 2 70 

"         24  deaths. 4 
65 

"         33  births. 

-  16 

30 
James  D.  Wright,  guide  post, 

13 52 

F.  Dwight,  attending  funerals  for  28 
persons. 84 

00 
Making  return  of  23  deaths, 5 75 
Geo.  W.  Sawyer,  taking  care  of  town 
clock. 

10 

00 
23  gallons  oil. 7 

38 

Washing  floor, 5 00 

13  chimnej^s, 1 
63 

3 J  feet  wood. 1 
50 

Opening  hall, 34 
00 

Repairing  furnace, 4 
40 

Painting  Town  Hall, 4 50 
"          "  pump. 

50 

Tolling  bell  for  15  deaths. 3 
00 

Shingling  Almshouse  and  barn, 68 
67 

J.  E.  Cutter,  for  coal  and  wood,  Town 
Hall, 

29 

70 

Express, 
90 

Expenses  in  Aaron  Wood's  case, 
3 

50 

Military  May  Parade, 51 

50 

Discount  on  Taxes,  1873, 684 15 

Express,  postage  and  stationery, 6 24 

$1,275  58 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  FEB.  26,  1873,  TO  FEB.  26,  1874. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb. 
26,  1873,  $5,104  16 

Appropriations  and  receipts,  27,403  41 
$32,507  57 

EXPENDITURES. 

Support  of  schools, 
Repairs  on  highways  and  bridges. 
Breaking  roads, 
Support  of  the  poor, 
Town  debt. 
Interest  on  town  debt, 
Printing, 
State  aid, 
Cemetery  expenses, 
School  houses. 
Town  officers. 
Miscellaneous, 
State  tax, 
County  tax, 

Balance  in  treasury  Feb.  26th,  1874, 

TOWN  DEBT. 
F.  Rouillard, 
J.  E.  Billings, 
Luther  Conant, 
J.  W.  Livermore, 
Charles  Morris, 
Patrick  Farrell, 
Phineas  Puffer, 
Isaac  Reed, 
Ebenezer  Conant, 
Joel  Hanscom, 
J.  E.  Billings, 
David  M.  Handley, 
I.  T.  Flagg, 
Calvin  Harris, 
Oliver  Whitcomb, 
J.  K.  Putney, 
James  A.  Billings, 
John  Goldsmith, 

52,791  32 
2,088  27 657  50 
939  21 

5,105  34 
1,914  00 126  25 
264  00 
463  22 

6,773  16 444  91 

1,275  58 
1,777  50 
1,012  64 

$25,632  90 

,874  67 

$2,622  50 214  00 

1,052  11 630  60 
367  15 
416  17 

2,626  87 
1,254  80 
2,067  66 703  80 

2,138  07 
3,054  25 106  38 
203  03 
507  58 
693  60 
217  00 

2,642  18 

Amount  carried  forward, $21,517  75 
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Amount  brought  fonvard^ $21,517 
75 

Joseph  Barker, 
1,025 

46 
D.  J.  Wetherbee, 

1,241 

00 

H.  J.  Hapgood, 410 
96 

Lewis  Rouillard, 205 
63 

Joseph  Noyes, 20C 02 
J.  A.  Piper, 616 05 
Luther  Billinojs, 217 34 
Simon  Tuttle, 610 50 

Josiah  Dow, 606 
53 

Patrick  Farrell, 
1,158 05 John  Grimes, 303 50 

Geo.  Reed, 457 87 
Geo.  H.  Harris, 200 70 
John  Wilson, 500 00 
Geo.  W.  Gates, 212 75 Daniel  Harris, 822 40 
Sarah  C.  Noyes, 800 00 
Thomas  F.  Noyes, 

400 00 
Mrs.  M.  P.  Hosmer, 

1,200 
00 

Mrs.  P.  V.  Hapgood, 424 
74 

Amount  due  from  State  aid. 300 00 
Estimated  value  of  old  school  houses. 700 00 
From  State,  care  of  State  paupers, 

158 00 

Due  from  Town  Treasurer, 
6,874 

67 

$33,137  25 

Balance  against  the  town, $25,104  58 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS.  )  Selectmen 
HIRAM  J.  HAPGOOD,  V  of 
SIMON  TUTTLE,  )  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1874. 



EEPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS   AND  EXPENDITURES 

AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  year  ending  April  1st,  1874. 

Articles  on  Hand,  April  1st,  1874. 
1  horse. $200  00 
9  cows, 477  00 

4J  tons  of  hay, 
99  00 

41  hens, 
4  turkeys. 

30  75 
6  00 

2  shotes, 32  00 
Lard, 1  50 
Pickles, 2  00 
125  lbs.  salt  pork, 12  50 
150  lbs.  ham. 19  50 

78  bush,  potatoes, 48  36 
Soap, 3  75 
6  bush,  oats, 4  20 

6  bbls.. 1  32 

$937  88 

RECEIPTS. 

Milk, 
$484 

34 

Apples, 433 07 

Berries, 
Poultry, 24 

10 

81 76 
Calves, 72 

45 

Eggs, 36 
26 

Potatoes, 108 
56 

Squash, 1 91 

4  cows. 179 50 

Pickles, 83 
Tomatoes, 49 

1  shote. 3 60 

Straw, 8 80 

Ashes  and  grease. 4 
26 

Peas, 1 
05 Hay, 80 
50 

Grapes, 1 60 

Wood, 8 
25 

Oats, 2 80 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Corn  and  meal, 
$225  05 Plaster  of  Paris, 1  92 

Labor, 92  08 
Horse  collar, 5  50 
Bug  poison. 1  95 
4  cows. 211  00 
Feed  for  cows. 
Expenses  laying 

16  00 

out  Mr.  Thorp  and  Mr.  Lumb,    3  00 
Putty, 

10 

Rope, 
50 

Oil, 2  27 
Scraps, 3  00 
Crockery, 3  40 
Nails, 3  45 
Matches, 

65 Lime, 50 
Barrels, 4  36 
Pails, 60 
Soda, 

42 

Tobacco, 4  69 
Yeast, 08 
Vinegar, S  81 
Saleratus, 

75 Spices, 6  01 
Raisins, 2  48 
Bread, 3  90 
Rye  meal 3  84 
Onions, 1  88 
Beef, 

"90  99 

Grass  seed, 11  28 
Newspaper, 2  50 
Wi  eking. 08 
Tea, €  40 
Candles, 
Blueing, 

S  41 
10 

Cream  Tartar, 1  37 
Fish, 4  93 
Starch, 
Saltpetre, 

66 

15 Rice, 88 
Coflfee, 5  19 
Cheese, 22  49 
Flour, 75  50 
Beans, 6  51 

Amount  carried  forward. $835  63 
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Amount  brought  ovei\ $835  63 
Salt, 5  21 
Cloth  and  Clothing, 34  16 
Books, 

08 

Tools, 
Soap, 

4  78 
11  31 

Sugar, 36  83 
Butter, 45  77 
Molasses, 15  33 
Calves, 12  50 
Sawing  lumber. 

75 Use  of  bull, 3  00 

Repairing  shoes, 1  78 
"  harness. 

37 

Butchering, 2  25 
Brooms, 1  06 
Snuff, 22 
Expenses  marketing, 17  50 
Blacking, 

12 

Stove, 3  00 
Cider, 50 
Poultry, 5  50 

Oats, 5  60 

Blacksmith's  bill. 8  69 
Filing  saws. 80 
Repairing  pump, 2  50 

Dr.  Harris  Cowdry's  bill. 
12  50 

James  E.  Billings,  services  as Overseer  of  the 
Poor, 16  00 

Hiram  J.  Hapgood, (( u 12  00 

Simon  Tuttle  " 12  00 
Services  of  Charles  Morris, 350  00 

$1,457  74 

Total  amount  of  receipts,  $1,534  13 
Tatal  amount  of  expenditures,  1,457  74 

Due  the  treasury  from  town  farm,  $76  39 

Interest  on  the  farm,  $239  40 
Due  the  treasury  from  town  farm,  76  39 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  on  farm. $163  01 
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Victualling  351  travellers, 
Deduct  support  of  poor  on  farni, 

$175  50 163  01 

$12  49 

Whole  number  of  persons,  exclusive  of  travellers,  supported  in 
the  Almshouse,  eight ;  average  number,  four ;  present  number, 
four. 

Had  it  not  been  for  victualling  travellers  on  said  farm,  for  the 

past  year,  the  farm  would  have  paid  a  net  profit  of  $12.49,  in- 
cluding interest  on  said  farm. 

Acton,  April  1,  1874. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK  FOR  1873. 

BIRTHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1873. 

No.   Date  of  Birth.      Name  of  Child.  Names  of  Parents. 

1.  Jan  5,  Arthur  L.  Reed,  son  of  Isaac  G.  and  J.  Maria  Reed. 

2.  "  8,  Grace  Norton  Houghton,  daughter  of  Warren  and  Lydia 
A.  Houghton. 

3.  19,  Mildred  Estelle  Handley,  daughter  of  William  S.  and 
S.  Lizzie  Handley. 

4.  Feb.  2,  Grace  Annie  Richardson,  daughter  of  James  E.  and 
Sara  R.  Richardson. 

5. u 
3,  Eva  Bassett,  daughter  of  Joseph  R.  and  Clara  W.  Bas- 

sett. 
6. 

17, 
Robert  S.  Wilson,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Ann 

Wilson. 
7. (( 

18, 
Charles  Thomas  Calder,  son  of  Thomas  and  Maria 

Calder. 
8. (( 22, 

John  Ryan,  son  of  John  and  Catherine  Ryan. 
9. u 27, 

Frank  Clement  Soper,  son  of  Joseph  and  Lucy  J. 

Soper. 
10.  March  25,  Jonathan  S.  McCarthy,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 

McCarthy. 

11.  April  15,  Sarah  Annie  Edwards,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Elizabeth  Edwards. 

12.  "     25,  Herbert  Ervin  Temple,  son*  of  John  and  Lottie  A. 
Temple. 

13.  28,  John  Wm.  Davis,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Davis, 

14.  May  3d,  Gertrude  Ma}"  Guilford,  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  and 
Nellie  M.  Guilford. 

15.  "     21,  Joanna  Raddin,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannah 
Raddin. 

16.  "    .28,  Mabel  Elmira  Tyler,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary 
Tyler. 
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17.  June  1,  Emery  Stanley  Preston,  son  of  Herbert  E.  and  Emma 
Sophia  Preston. 

18.  2,  Thomas  Daily,  son  of  Michael  and  Ann  Daily. 

19.  July  10,  Benjamin  Rice  Gaunter,  son  of  John  W.  and  Eliza- 
beth J.  Gaunter. 

20.  Aug.  14,  Eliza  Ann  Yapp,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
Yapp. 

21.  25,  John  Henry  Manion,  son  of  John  and  Julia  Manion. 
22.  Sept.  11,  Glara  B.  Bobbins,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Nancy  D. 

Bobbins. 

23.  "     21,  Maud  Sawyer,  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Kate  W. 
Sawyer. 

24.  "      26,  Gatherine  Daily,  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  Daily. 
25.  Oct.  3,  Louis  Guy  Mead,  son  of  Oliver  W.  and  Lucy  M. 

Mead. 

26.  "       13,  Hattie  Mabel  Decoster,  daughter  of  George  H. 
and  Lucy  A.  Decoster. 

27.  Nov.  2,  Glara  Louisa  Hammond,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and 
Mary  A.  Hammond. 

28.  Dec.  13,  Varnum  Pray  Tuttle,  son  of  Varnum  and  Mary  M. 
Tuttle. 

29.  "     14,  Baymond  Otis  Littlefield,  son  of  Hanson  A.  and 
Florence  M.  Littlefield. 

30.  16,  Bernice  Garrie  Whitcomb,  daughter  of  Elwyn  H.  and 
May  F.  Whitcomb, 

31.  "     26,  a  daughter  to  David  C.  and  Estella  A. 
Gutler. 

32.  "    31,  Edward  F.  Brown,  son  of  Gharles  and  Elizabeth 
Brown. 

Males,  16  ;  females,  16  ;  total,  32. 

Omitted  last  tear. 

1.  Nov.  20,  1872,  Lilla  Jane  Hurd,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ellen 
Hurd. 
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MAERIAGES  RECORDED  IN  ACTON  IN  1873. 
No.   Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  the  Parties. 

1.  Jan.  1,  Mr.  Calvin  N.  Holbrook  and  Miss  Ellen  A.  Blanchard, 
both  of  Acton. 

2.  Jan.  17,  Mr.  George  A.  Handley,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Faustina 
H.  Wright,  of  Chelmsford. 

3.  Feb.  27,  Mr.  F.  Herbert  Warren,  of  Stow,  and  Miss  S.  Jennie 
Wheeler,  of  Acton. 

4.  March  1,  Mr.  Henry  A.  Jenkins  and  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Lewis, 
both  of  Acton. 

5.  "     15,  Mr.  William  Morehouse  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Atwood, 
both  of  Acton. 

6.  April  16,  Mr.  German  S.  Lyon,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Sarah  Lu- 
cinda  Russell,  of  Westford. 

7.  May  6,  Mr.  Oilman  F.  Pickens,  and  Miss  Almeda  A.  Litchfield, 
both  of  Acton. 

8.  "    20,  Mr.  Jonathan  W.  Loker  and  Miss  Almira  H.  Burnham, 
both  of  Acton. 

9.  June  4,  Mr.  H.  Waldo  Tuttle  and  Miss  Lizzie  S.  Piper,  both 
of  Acton. 

10.  July  24,  Mr.  Quincy  A.  Fletcher  and   Miss'  Augusta  M. Wheeler,  both  of  Acton. 
11.  August  3,  Mr.  George  F.  Burnham  and  Miss  Agnes  F.  Brooks, 

both  of  Acton. 

12.  Sept.  21,  Mr.  John  S.  Potter,  and  Miss  Susan  R.  Harris,  both 
of  Acton. 

13.  Oct.  11,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Davis  and  Miss  Mattie  Snow,  both  of 
Acton. 

14.  Nov.  12,  Mr.  Granville  Miles,  of  Concord,  and  Mrs.Lucretia 
E.  Miles,  of  Marlborough. 

15.  Dec  7,  Mr.  Abraham  Tuttle  and  Miss  Martha  A.  Putnam, 
both  of  Acton. 

16.  "     7,  Mr.  Lorenzo  E.  Reed,  of  Boxborough,  and  Miss  M. 
Ella  Harris,  of  Acton. 

17.  Dec.  24,  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Dole  and  Miss  Ida  I.  Chase,  both  of 
Acton. 

18.  "     24,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Richardson  and  Miss  Mary  H.  Wood- 
ward, both  of  Acton. 

19.  "    25,  Mr.  Edwin  Tarbell  and  Miss  Amelia  D.  Comstock, 
both  of  Acton. 
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DEATHS  IN  ACTON  IN  1873. 

No.   Date  of  Deaths.  Name  and  age. 

1.  Jan.  20,  Mr.  James  Harris,  aged  68  years,  3  mos. 
2.  Feb.  1,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Tuttle,  aged  75  years. 

3.  "    28,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Hapgood,  aged  89 
yrs.  9  mos. 

4.  March  15,  William  H.  Hoffses,  aged  14  yrs.  8  mos. 
5.  April  26,  Mrs.  Mary,  wife  of  Simon  Hapgood,  aged  82  yrs.  3 

mos.  1  day. 

6.  May  5th,  Mr.  Abel  Farrar,  aged  76  yrs.  26  days. 
7.  June  28,  Miss  Maria  P.  Hastings,  aged  21  yrs.  10  mos. 
8.  July  2,  Morris  A.  Lane,  aged  3  yrs.  3  mos. 

9.  "    3,  Mr.  Jacob  Houghton,  aged  87  yrs. 
10.  "    5,  Mr.  Elnathan  Jones,  aged  78  years. 
11.  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Michael  Phelan,  aged  51  yrs.  7  mos.  22  days. 

12.  "     17,  Mr.  William  Reed,  aged  69  years. 
13.  "     23,  Herbert  E  ,  son  of  John  and  Lottie  A.  Temple,  aged 

3  mos.  29  days. 

14.  "     26,  Mrs.  Emeline,  wife  of  Guilford  D.  Fletcher,  aged  36 
yrs.  9  mos.  21  days. 

15.  Sept.  24,  Mr.  George  Tufts,  aged  72  yrs.  10  mos.  6  days. 
16.  Sept.  27,  Miss  Hattie  F.  Gibbs,  aged  23  yrs.  4  mos.  4  days. 
17.  Oct.  19,  Mrs.  Louisa  O.,  wife  of  T.  G.  F.  Jones,  aged  46  years. 
18.  Nov.  9,  Mr.  Lyman  H.  Stevens,  aged  24  years  10  mos.  15  dys. 

19.  "     12,  Mr.  William  Lamb,  aged  52  yrs. 
20.  "     16,  Mr.  Oliver  Emerson  Thorp,  aged  76  years. 
21.  "     18,  Mr.  Thomas  G.  F.  Jones,  aged  51  years,  10  mos. 
22.  "     30,  Mrs.  Assenath,  widow  of  Nathan  Wright,  aged  83 

yrs.  8  mos.  11  days. 
23.  Dec.  9,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  A.  Hannon, 

aged  3  yrs.  11  mos.  9  days. 

24.  "     9,  Mary,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ellen  Calanan,  aged 
5  years,  8  mos.  9  days. 



18 

DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1873. 

No. 
Name'of  owner. 

No. 
Name  of  Owner. 

Francis  Hosmer, 
Henry  Brooks, 
Silas  Conant,  Jr.,  1 
Daniel  Tuttle,  ] 
Tuttle,  Jones  &  Wetherbee,  1 
Elnathan  Jones,  Jr.,  1 
Varnum  Tuttle,  1 
T.  J.  Sawyer,  1 
G.  H.  S.  Houghton,   .  1 
Levi  Houghton,  1 
A.  &  O.  W.  Mead,  1 
Daniel  Harris,  1 
B.  R.  Joyce,  1 
Horace  Tuttle,  2d,  1 
John  W.  Randall,  1 
Freeman  Randall,  1 
Emery  D.  Lothrop,  1 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  1 
Daniel  J.  Wetherbee,  1 
Geo.  C.  Conant,  1 
Solon  A.  Robbins,  1 
Geo.  V.  Mead,  1 
Emerson  F.  Fuller,  1 
Daniel  H.  Farrar,  1 
W.  Wallace  Wooster,  1 
Jos.  R.  Bassett,  2 
A.  S.  Fletcher,  1 
Henry  Shapley,  1 
Chas.  A.  Harrington,  1 
Elwyn  H.  Whitcomb,  1 
S.  M.  Osgood  &  Co.,  1 

Males  61,  at  $2  each, 
Females  2,  at  $6  each, 

C.  W.  Fletcher,  1. 
W.  E.  Faulkner,  1. 
Edwin  Tarbell,  1. 
S.  Taylor  Fletcher,  1. 
A.  Jones  Fletcher,  1. 
John  C.  Keyes,  1. 
Theodore  F.  Karcher,  1. 
John  Fletcher  &  Sons,  1. 
Henry  C.  Wheeler,  1. 

John  Conant,               '  1. Aaron  C.  Handley,  1. 
E.  J.  Robbins,  1. 
James  W.  Wheeler,  1. 
Lewis  Beck,  1. 
Augustus  Fletcher,  1. 
Henry  Haynes,  1. 
Abel  Farrar,  1. 
Francis  Robbins,  1. 
Joel  B.  Baker,  1. 
Horace  Tuttle,  1. 
Henry  M.  Smith,  1. 
Robert  Fiske,  1. 
J.  R  Houghton,  1. 
L.  W.  Piper,  1. 
Josiah  Piper,  1. 
Jona.  A.  Piper,  1.. 
Samuel  K.  Williams,  2. 
Moses  Taylor,  1. 
Geo.  C.  Wright,  1. 
Chas.  Wheeler,  1. 

$122  00 
10  00 

  $132  00 

WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk, 
Acton,  March  26,  1874. 



THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COxMMITTEE 

OF    TH  B 

TOWN   OF  ACTON, 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR  1873-74. 

BOSTON: 

ToLMAN  &  White,  Printers,  No.  221  Washington  Street. 

1  8  74. 





KEPORT. 

To  THE  Citizens  of  Acton  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  as  School  Committee,  would  submit 
the  following  report : 

In  making  this  report  it  is  very  gratifying  to  us  to  be  able 

to  say  that  during  the  past  year,  although  we  have  been 

obliged  to  introduce  new  teachers,  and  encounter  the  usual 

difficulties  in  making  our  schools  completely  successful,  there 

has  not  been,  throughout  the  year,  what  can  be  called  a  fail- 
ure, a  thing  which  it  is  doubtless  impossible  to  say  at  the 

close  of  very  many  school  years.  Though  during  the  year  we 
have  lost  from  our  board  of  instruction  two  of  our  most  suc- 

cessful and  experienced  teachers,  we  have  secured  others  in 

the  different  schools  who  have  made  our  corps  of  teachers, 

taken  as  a  whole,  very  efficient.  We  think  that  one  reason 

why  our  schools  have  been  so  successful  during  the  past  year 

is  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  not  only  had  good  teachers, 
as  a  rule,  but  the  same  teachers  have,  in  several  instances, 

taught  at  least  two  consecutive  terms,  which  is  quite  desira- 
ble. There  seems  to  be  springing  up  in  town  a  sentiment 

in  favor  of  retaining  a  teacher,  if  she  has  had  a  fair  degree 
of  success,  at  least  two  terms,  which  promises  well  for  the 

future  prosperity  of  the  schools.  We  have  been  very 

much  pleased  with  the  forbearance,  in  the  matter  of  crit- 
icism, which  has  characterized  the  people  of  the  several 

parts  of  the  town  during  the  past  year.  It  is  sometimes  the 
case  that  what  would  have  been  otherwise  a  successful  school 

is  utterly  ruined  by  injudicious  and  unjust  criticism.  In  one 
or  two  cases  we  think  it  probable  that  the  success  of  schools 

has  been  imperilled  and  impaired  by  such  criticism  during  the 

past  year,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  conduct  of  the  people  in 

this  regard  has  been  commendable  and  a  matter  for  congrat- 
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ulation  on  the  part  of  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 

schools.  As  we  took  occasion  to  say  in  our  last  report,  we 

would  say  now,  that,  if  any  one  sees  defects  in  a  school  and 

thinks  that  in  certain  respects  it  might  be  improved,  he  would 

render  the  cause  of  education  a  great  service  by  communi- 
cating the  matter  to  those  who  have  charge  of  the  schools, 

instead  of  canvassing  the  matter  in  public,  before  scholars 

and  others  whose  confidence  in  the  school  will  be  impaired 

thereby.  The  School  Committee  desire  information  respect- 
ing the  state  of  the  schools  from  those  who  may  be  able  to 

inform  them,  viewing  the  schools  from  a  difierent  stand- 
point, and  they  invite  criticism  respecting  any  method  in  the 

management  of  the  schools,  which  may  have  been  adopted, 
but  think  it  for  the  best  interest,  and  essential  to  the  success 

of  the  schools,  that  the  matter  shall  be  brought  before  them 

with  as  little  publicity  as  possible. 

We  have  been  much  gratified  during  the  past  year  by  the 

interest  manifested  in  the  schools  by  a  full  attendance  upon 
the  examinations,  which  were  held  at  the  end  of  the  fall  and 

winter  terms.  Moreover,  we  find  from  an  examination  of 

the  difierent  reports,  that  a  large  number  have  visited  the 

schools  during  the  term.  Such  visits  on  the  part  of  parents 

and  others  are  very  stimulating  to  both  teachers  and  scholars. 

We  wish  that  others  might  aid  in  promoting  the  efliciency  of 

our  schools  in  this  way.  We  have  noticed  that  the  most  in- 
telligent and  judicious  criticism  of  the  schools  always  comes 

from  those  who  are  most  in  the  habit  of  visiting  them.  We 

think  that  the  new  school-houses  in  town  have  not  only  in- 

creased the  teachers'  and  scholars'  interest  in  the  schools, 

but  that  they  have  also  had  a  good  efi'ect  in  promoting  a  gen- 
eral interest  in  the  matter  of  education,  as  shown  by  the  vis- 

its. 

New  School-Houses. —  During  the  past  year  it  has  been 
our  privilege  to  see  the  North  and  South-East  Schools  estab- 

lished in  pleasant  school-rooms,  so  that  it  is  possible  to 
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say  now  that  every  school  in  town  is  amply  provided  with 
school  accommodations.  There  are  probably  few  towns,  if 

any,  in  the  Comtnonwealth,  having  the  limited  population  and 
valuation  of  Acton,  which  have  more  beautiful  or  expensive 

school-buildings,  and,  though  the  accomplishment  of  this  fact 

may  necessitate  self-sacrifice  on  the  part  of  some  to  pay  the 
consequent  taxes,  it  is  something  that  we  justly  may  be  proud 

of,  and  which  will,  in  more  ways  than  one,  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  town. 

Difficulties  in  Securing  Perfect  Schools.  —  But 

while  the  review  of  the  past  year  afibrds  us  so  many  reasons 

for  gratulation,  we  would  not  imply  that  we  think  the  schools 

have  been  perfect  during  the  year,  or  that  the  methods  pur- 
sued have  been  faultless.  This  is  not  to  be  expected  imme- 

diately. Though  the  committee  may  have  very  well-defined 
ideas  of  the  qualities  of  a  model  school,  and  the  qualifications 

of  a  model  teacher,  they  ma^^  find  the  scholars  so  constituted 
as  not  to  be  easily  moulded  into  such  a  school,  and  not  be 

able  to  secure  teachers  whose  methods  are  in  every  respect 

according  to  their  ideas,  or  w^ho  can  change  their  methods  so 
as  to  conform  to  their  ideas,  without  greatly  impairing  their 
usefulness.  For  example,  in  the  matter  of  recitation,  we 

think  it  very  important,  on  the  one  hand,  that  scholars 

should  acquire  habits  of  accuracy,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 

that  they  should  acquire  the  ideas  and  principles  of  the  subject 
rather  than  the  words  of  the  book.  But  the  natural  ten- 

dency is  to  an  inaccurate  and  superficial  committal  of  the 
recitations,  or  to  a  slavish  adherence  to  the  words  of  the 

text-books.  Of  the  two  evils  just  mentioned,  of  course  the 
latter  is  to  be  preferred,  as  such  a  habit  trains  the  memory 

and  develops  a  habit  of  patient  application,  but  we  wish  it 

to  be  understood  by  the  teachers  as  well  as  the  people,  that 

this  method  is  not  according  to  our  ideal  of  the  perfect  re- 
.  citation,  and,  should  we  continue  in  charge  of  the  schools, 

we  hope  as  soon  as  possible,  to  reach  the  happy  mean  betweeii 
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the  two  extremes  above  referred  to.  However,  there  has 

come  to  be.  in  our  schools,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  a 

thoroughness  and  accuracy,  in  the  committal  of  recitations, 

which  is  most  commendable,  and  which,  if  properly  guarded, 

will  secure  to  us  an  eminent  degree  of  success  in  the  future. 

Variety  of  Studies. — Some  may  think  that  we  have  too 

great  a  variety  of  studies  in  our  schools,  but  it  is  our  im- 
pression that  it  is  necessary  to  the  interest  of  the  schools  that 

there  should  be  something  of  a  variety.  Scholars  become 

tired  of  pursuing  simply  the  common  branches  of  knowledge 

which  they  have  dwelt  upon  ever  since  they  began  to  attend 

school,  and  to  take  up  some  new  branch, —  of  natural  science, 
e.  g.,  secures  to  them  a  new  interest  in  their  other  studies ; 

so  that  many  claim  a  scholar  will  learn  more  in  the  fundamen- 

tal branches  by  pursuing  some  study  that  is  usually  consid- 
ered a  little  above  the  common  range  of  studies. 

Natural  Science. 

We  would  here  take  the  opportunity  to  remark  that  it 
would  afford  us  satisfaction  to  see  more  attention  devoted  to 

the  study  of  Natural  Science,  in  our  schools.  There  is  noth- 
ing more  useful  or  practical  than  the  principles  of  these 

studies  ;  and  as  we  believe  they  will  not  detract  from,  but  add 

to  the  interest  in  the  other  studies,  we  hope  that  if  scholars 

are  inclined  to  pursue  them  at  any  time  parents  will  encour- 

age them  in  it.  Several  text-books,  well  adapted  to  the  use 
of  common  schools,  have  been  published  of  late.  For  ex- 

ample, we  have  been  much  pleased  with  a  book  upon  Natural 

Science,  entitled  Hooker's  Child's  Book  of  Nature.  We 
think  that  it  would  be  well  for  some  of  our  younger  scholars 

to  pursue  such  a  study  as  this  instead  of  beginning  to  study 
Grammar  so  early  as  to  acquire  a  dislike  for  it. 

It  is  said  that,  if  it  is  desired  to  develop  in  a  child  a  taste 

for  reading,  the  best  way  to  begin  is  by  presenting  something 
easily  understood,  and  interesting  on  account  of  its  subject 
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matter,  and  then  to  rise  gradually  to  the  more  instructive 

reading  matter.  So  it  seems  to  us,  if  we  would  inspire  our 

scholars  with  a  taste  for  study  (our  schools  can  not  attain  to 

any  great  success  unless  the  scholars  have  such  a  taste),  we 

must  proceed  in  a  similar  way.  We  hope  that  some  im- 
provement may  be  made  in  our  method  of  instruction  in  this 

direction  during  the  year  to  come. 

Change  of  Text-Books. 

During  the  past  year,  we  have  made  no  formal  change  of 

text-books,  though  we  have  prepared  the  way  for  a  change 

of  geographies  by  introducing  a  new  series  (Miss  Hall's  Our 
World),  into  the  larger  schools,  as  new  books  were  wanted. 
The  smaller  book  thus  tried,  is  an  assured  success,  and  we 

think  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  what  the  larger  one  will  be 

equally  successful.  The  larger  one  cannot  be  thoroughly 
tested  until  scholars  pass  into  it  from  the  smaller  book,  as 

the  smaller  is  intended  as  a  preparation  for  the  larger.  We 

are  pleased  with  this  book,  not  simply  because  we  consider 

it  an  excellent  treatise  upon  geography,  but  because  it  in- 
cludes so  much,  not  usually  included  in  geographies,  which 

is  of  great  interest  to  scholars.  It  is  a  compendium  of  his- 
tory as  well  as  a  geography.  No  doubt  our  scholars  find  it 

somewhat  difficult  at  first,  but  as  they  become  familiar  with 

its  method,  it  will  be  more  easily  committed  and  will 

secure,  if  thoroughly  mastered,  a  collection  of  information 

w^hich  will  be  invaluable.  We  are  happy  to  say  that 
the  change  has  been  effected  thus  far,  not  only  without  any 

extra  expense,  but  at  an  actual  saving  to  those  who  have  had 

books  to  buy,  as  it  has  been  introduced  into  new^  classes  only. 
We  would  recommend  that  the  introduction  of  these  books 

be  continued  until  they  completely  replace  those  which  have 

been  used  in  our  schools  heretofore.  Besides  the  change  in 

geographies,  a  change  in  reading  books  seems  imperative ; 

1st,  from  the  fact  that  these  in  use  at  the  present  time  have 

been  used  so  long  that  the  pieces  have  become  perfectly 
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familiar  to  the  scholars  from  heiiring  others  read  them;  and, 

2d,  from  the  fact  that  reading  books  of  so  much  higher  char- 
acter have  been  published  that,  in  justice  to  those  who  have 

to  purchase  new  books,  a  change  seems  to  be  required.  Two 

new  series  of  readers  have  just  been  published.  One  by  the 

author  of  the  book  now  in  use,  the  other  by  Monroe,  the 

eminent  elocutionist.  Each  has  points  of  superiority  over 
the  other,  but  in  the  selection  of  either,  we  cannot  fail  to 

secure  a  high  order  of  books.  It  may  be  well  to  introduce 

the  readers  in  the  gradual  way  which  has  been  pursued  in  the 

introduction  of  the  geographies,  so  that  the  change  will  be 

hardly  noticeable  at  first  and  w^ill  be  brought  about  without 
extra  expense  ;  though  we  think  there  should  be  no  great 

delay  in  securing  such  a  marked  improvement  in  books. 

Map  Drawing. 

In  our  last  report  we  recommended  that  the  people  of  the 

several  districts  should  make  an  effort  to  secure  some  maps 
and  charts  for  the  use  of  the  several  schools.  In  the  south- 

east district,  largely  through  the  exertions  of  Lester  Fletcher, 

one  of  the  scholars,  a  very  pretty  collection  of  maps  has 

been  secured  by  private  subscription.  But  the  want  of  maps 

in  several  of  the  schools  has  been  supplied  by  maps  drawn 

upon  the  black-boards,  by  the  scholars.  We  consider  this 
an  excellent  practice,  and  hope  that  it  may  be  pursued  in  all 

our  schools  to  as  large  an  extent  as  possible. 

But  without  lingering  longer  upon  the  consideration  of  our 
school  system  taken  as  a  whole,  we  invite  your  attention  to 

the  following  notice  of  the  teachers  and  schools  considered 

by  themselves.  We  will  mention  the  schools  in  an  order 

determined  by  their  number  of  scholars,  in  each  district, 

mentioning  the  Grammar  school  first. 

South  Gkammar.  The  spring  and  fall  terms  were  taught 

by  Miss  Amelia  Comstock,  whose  name  has  been  men- 
tioned in  this  connection  in  each  annual  report  for  many 
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years,  and  in  whose  praise  little  or  nothing  remains  to 
be  said.  We  will  simply  say  that  the  school  has  never 

appeared  better  than  during  these  terms.  The  exami- 
nation at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  was  very  successful, 

and  was  made  more  pleasant  from  the  fact  that  the 

scholars  who  had  enjoyed  Miss  Comstock's  labors  for  so 
many  years,  took  this  opportunity  to  manifest  their  appreci- 

ation of  her  services  and  their  personal  love  for  her  by  appro 

priate  gifts.  As  Miss  Comstock  left  our  corps  of  teachers 
she  bore  with  her  not  only  the  love  and  good  will  of  her 

former  pupils,  but  of  the  school  committee  as  well. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Ada  C.  Davis.  Miss 

Davis  was  favorably  noticed  as  a  teacher  in  our  last  annual 

report,  and  we  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  her  again  in 

this  present  report.  In  this  connection  we  will  simply  say, 

that  although  her  school  was  large,  and  had  had  for  many 

years  a  teacher  of  experience  and  marked  ability,  and  though 

she  labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  had  a  very 

extended  experience,  she  had  a  good  degree  of  success.  In- 
deed we  may  say  that  the  examination  which  closed  her 

school  was  one  of  the  most  successful  that  we  have  wit- 
nessed. 

South  Peimary.  The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school 

also  were  taught  by  the  former  teacher.  Miss  Lottie  C. 
Faulkner,  who  conducted  the  school  with  the  same  eminent 
success  which  has  characterized  her  labors  heretofore.  As 

we  said  in  our  last  report,  she  possesses  a  gift  which  makes 

her  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  the  work  of  instructing  young 

children.  We  despair  of  finding  another  teacher  so  well 

adapted  to  this  difficult  work  in  every  respect.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  school  also,  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term,  made 

their  teacher  some  fitting  and  beautiful  presents  in  token  of 

their  grateful  love.  Miss  Faulkner  may  feel  that,  as  she  re- 

tires from  the  work  of  teaching,  she  bears  with  her  the  l^est 
wishes  of  all  interested  in  the  success  of  the  school,  for 
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whose  best  interests  she  labored  so  strenuously  for  so  many 

years.  The  winter  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 

Ida  C.  Dadman,  who,  though  somewhat  lacking  in  the  faculty 

of  government,  considering  everything,  had  a  fair  degree  of 
success. 

West  Grammae.  The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this 

school  were  taught  by  Miss  Ada  C.  Davis.  Considering  the 

limited  amount  of  experience  which  Miss  Davis  had  had  be- 
fore she  undertook  this  school,  we  feared  for  her  success, 

but  the  examination  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  proved  her 

labors  very  successful  here,  as  elsewhere.  She  put  her 
whole  heart  into  the  work  and  deserved  success.  The  winter 

term  was  taught  by  Miss  Abbie  Allen,  a  teacher  of  ripe  ex- 
perience, and  a  real  acquisition  to  our  board  of  instruction, 

which  we  hope  to  be  so  fortunate  as  to  retain.  Miss  Allen 

seemed  interested  in  the  personal  welfare  of  all  her  scholars, 

and  secured  their  love  to  a  marked  degree.  The  examina- 

tion at  the  end  of  the  term  was  •  very  satisfactory  and  was 
made  peculiarly  pleasant  from  the  fact  that  the  scholars  took 

this  opportunity  to  present  to  their  teacher  some  fitting 

tesitmonials  of  their  regard. 

West  Pkimary.  This  school  was  taught  throughout  the 

year  by  Miss  Annie  Hall,  who  has  been  so  highly  commended 
in  previous  reports  that  little  remains  to  be  said.  We  will 

say,  however,  that  under  Miss  Hall's  tuition  we  have  been 
able  to  see  a  steady  improvement  in  order,  as  well  as  in 

mental  growth.  We  feel  that  we  are  highly  favored  in  hav- 
ing the  continued  labors  of  such  an  efiicient  teacher.  We 

were  very  much  gratified  vvith  the  examination  which  closed 

the  last  term  of  the  year.  The  scholars  in  this  school  also 

made  their  teacher  the  i*ecipient  of  a  beautiful  present  in 
token  of  their  love.  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  record  the 
presentation  of  so  many  tributes  to  deserving  teachers.  We 

hope  that  our  next  report  may  contain  similar  notices. 
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Centre  Grammar.  This  school  was  taught  throughout  the 

year  by  Miss  Junia  S.  Bartlett,  whose  thorough  method  of 
instruction  has  been  productive  of  great  good  in  developing 

careful  habits  and  independence  in  the. preparation  of  recita- 
tions, which  promises  much  for  the  success  of  the  school  in  the 

future.  Some  interested  in  the  school  may  have  thought  that 
this  teacher  did  not  render  the  scholars  sufficient  assistance 

in  the  acquisition  of  their  lessons,  and  left  them  to  rely  too 

much  upon  their  power  of  memory  in  recitation,  and  it  is  our 

opinion  that,  were  her  method  to  be  pursued  continuously, 

with  the  grade  of  scholars  in  our  schools,  it  would  be  open 
to  this  criticism  ;  but,  as  we  have  said,  in  its  having  been 

pursued  up  to  the  present  time,  we  think  the  result  has  been 

good.  The  scholars  have  secured  a  habit  of  accuracy,  now, 
which  will,  in  our  belief,  render  more  assistance  from  the 

teacher  safe  and  expedient. 

Centre  Primary.  This,  like  the  Grammar  school,  has 

enjoyed  the  labors  of  the  same  teacher.  Miss  Annie  C. 

Tucker,  throughout  the  year. 

Miss  Tucker,  like  two  other  teachers  mentioned  in  this  re- 

port, possessed  the  faculty  of  interesting  small  children  to 

an  eminent  degree,  though  we  have  no  doubt  of  her  ability 
to  teach  a  Grammar  school  equally  well.  The  examination 

at  the  close  of  the  winter  term  was  very  gratifying  ;  not  only 
was  it  commendable  to  the  teacher  but  to  the  scholars  as 

well. 

North  School.  This  school  was  taught  throughout  the 

year,  by  Miss  Ella  Reed,  who  has  been  so  favorably  men- 
tioned in  previous  reports  that  little  if  anything  remains  to 

be  said.  We  will  simply  say  that  Miss  Reed  seems  to  lose 

no  interest  or  enthusiasm  by  a  long  continuance  in  the  school. 
At  no  time  has  the  school  seemed  to  us  in  a  better  condition 

than  during  the  last  year.  The  examination  at  the  close  of 

the  last  term  was  very  satisfactory. 



12 

East  School.  The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school 

were  taught  by  Miss  C.  M.  Parker,  who,  though  not  success- 
ful in  creating  a  high  degree  of  enthusiasm  in  the  scholars, 

labored  diligently  and  earnestly  for  the  good  of  the  school, 

with  a  fair  degree  of  success. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  L.  Keyes. 

This  was  Miss  Keyes'  first  experience  in  teaching,  but  she 
devoted  herself  with  all  earnestness  to  her  work,  and  consider- 

ing the  fact  that  she  had  had  no  previous  experience,  was 
successful.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term  was 

very  gratifying  to  those  interested  in  the  success  of  the  school. 

Southeast  School.  The  spring  term  of  this  school  was 

taught  by  Miss  Ada  F.  Goddard,  a  teacher  of  experience 
and  ability.  She  devoted  herself  to  her  work  and  the  school 

gave  proof  of  improvement  under  her  charge.  We  were  not 

able  to  be  present  at  the  examination  which  closed  the  term, 

but  have  been  informed  on  good  authority  that  it  was  quite 
successful. 

The  fall  and  winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Ellen  O. 

Clark,  a  teacher  of  experience  and  ability  not  only,  but  of 

such  attractive  ways,  that  she  called  out  the  love  and  excited 

the  enthusiasm  of  the  scholars  to  a  marked  degree.  For 
several  terms  this  school  had  lacked  animation,  but  under 

her  charge,  the  scholars  seemed  intensely  interested.  W e 

wish  that  Miss  Clark  might  be  retained  in  the  school. 

In  the  above  reports  too  little  space  may  have  been  given 

to  the  good  offices  of  scholars  and  parents  in  making  the 
schools  successful ;  but  we  would  have  it  understood  that,  in 

our  opinion,  when  schools  have  been  successful,  it  has  been 

largely  owing  to  such  cooperation,  as  without  it,  success  in 

any  school  is  impossible,  however  able  and  earnest  the  teacher 

may  be. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistical  reports,  which  we 
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commend  to  the  careful  consideration  of  all  interested  in  our 

schools. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

Luke  Blanchaed, 
Guilford  D.  Fletcher, 
George  H.  Harris, 
Harris  Cowdrey, 
ElBRIDGE  J.  RoBBINS, 
John  Fletcher,  2d, 

School  Committee 

of 

Acton, 

F.  P.  Wood,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  one  term. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  two  terms. 

fhose  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  three  terms. 

West  Grammar. 

Ella  Teele, 
Nellie  Walker, 
Effie  Wright, 
Oswald  L.  Dart, 
Edgar  Hall, 
John  Hoar, 
George  Hutchins, Warren  Stevens. 

Fannie  Gould, 
Lottie  Handley, 
Emma  Mead, 
Georgie  Mead. 

Clara  Tuttle, 
Inez  Wyman, 
Arthur  Houghton, 
Alfonso  Wyman. 

West  Primary, 

Alice  F.  Guilford, 
Addie  S.  Houghton, 
Fanny  M.  Houghton, 
Millie  Handley, 
Hattie  A.  Parker, 
Nellie  S.  White, 
Arthur  Blanchard, 
George  D.  Foye, 
Charlie  W.  Foye, 
Eddie  B.  Hoar, 
Crosby  Hoar, 
Clesson  J.  Parker, 
Frank  Teele, 
Charlie  H.  Hopkins, 
Elmer  A.  Handley. 

May  A.  Blanchard, Minnie  R.  Hart, 
Mattie  S.  Houghton, 
Julia  S.  Lane, 
Lottie  Richardson, 
Mary  L.  Tuttle. 
Arthur  F.  Bradford, 
Freddie  Holden, 
Willie  F.  Kelley, 
Bertie  Wright. 

Annie  M.  Blanchard, 
Allie  H.  Gilmore, 
Fred  W.  Gilmore, 
Fred  S.  Mead,* 
Bertie  F.  Mead.* 

\ 

*Fred  S.  Mead,  aged  11  years, and  Bertie  F.  Mead,  aged  7|, 
have  not  been  tardy  or  ab- sent since  they  began  to  go 
to  school. 

South  Grammar. 

Emma  L.  Billings, 
Emma  M.  Conajit, 
Emma  J.  Handley, 
Emma  E.  Jordan, 
Mary  Markham, 
Ellen  M.  Phelan, 
Mary  Phelan, 
Ida  F.  Wilder, 
Norman  Davidson, 
George  Haynes, 
Walter  Hay  ward, 
Sidney  Richardson, 
Eddie  Poole, 
Willie  H.  Wilbur. 

Alice  E.  Davidson, 
Nettie  C.  Fuller, 
Ida  F.  Wilder, 
Lucy  A.  Jones, 
Usher  J.  Brown, 
Frank  H.  Bulette. 

South  Primary. 

Susie  E.  Billings, 
Gertie  Clark, 
Josie  Hannon, 
Eva  C.  Shapley, 
Eda  Shapley, 
Mabel  Richardson, 
Hiram  E.  Gates, 
Arlie  U.  Jackson, 
S.  Bertie  Tuttle, Charlie  Worcester. 

Emily  G.  Hannon, 
Carrie  L.  Shapley. 
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Roll  of  Honor,  continued. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  one  term. 

Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  for  two  terms. Those  who  have  not  been  ab- 

sent or  tardy  for  three  terms  • 

Centre  Grammar. 

Flora  Stearns, 
Freddy  Noyes, 
George  Tuttle. 

Centre  Primary. 

Mary  Walclron, 
Willie  Cohollon, 
Willie  Davis, 
John  Kingsley, 
Harris  Tuttle, 
Horace  Tuttle, 
Herbert  Robbins. 

Anna  Davis, 
Sarah  E.  Hammond. 

Erminnie  L.  Davis, 
Mary  A.  Hammond, Etta  Tuttle. 

South-East. 

Estelle  E.  Mathews, E.  Eddie  Fletcher. 
Mattie  C.  Pratt, 
George  E.  Johnson, 
Laurin  W.  Pratt,* Eddie  F.  Pratt, 
Wm.  H.  Treble. 

*Absent  two  days  on  account of  sickness. 

Estelle  D.  Heath,* Emma  A.  Pratt, 
Mabel  G.  Pratt, 
Lester  Fletcher. 

*Absent  one  day  on  account of  snow. 

East  School. 

Bessie  Ball, 
Annie  Elliot, 
Nixon  Ball, 
Frank  Billings, 
Carlton  Conant, 
Philip  Veno. 

Abbie  Fiske. 

North  School. 

Lizzie  Ryan, 
Hattie  Smith, 
Julia  I.  Rose, 
Carrie  E.  White,  . 
George  A.  Smith, 
Oeorge  Rose. 

Cor^Rouillard. Elmer  Rouillard. 
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TABULAE  VIEW. 

SCHOOLS. TEACHERS. 

Length  
of  

School  
in 

montlis.  
1 

Wages    
per  

month. 

Wh
ol
e 
  
 
nu
mb
er
  

ot 

sc
ho
la
rs
. 
 

| 

Av
er
ag
e 
 

at
te
nd
an
ce
. 

Number   

under   
five  
j 

years  
of  

age.  
1 

Number  
over  

fifteen  
! 

years  
of  

age.       
j  
| 

Number  
of  

visits  
bylj 

parents  
and  

others.  
H 

Spring  Term. 

pPTitrp   1  Grammar, centre.  |  pj-i^ary. 
West     1  Grammar, nest.    1  Primary, 
South    \  Grammar, boutD.   1  Primary, East, 
South-East, North, 

Miss  J.  S.  Bartlett, 
"   Annie  E.  Tucker, 
"   Ada  C.  Davis, 
"   Anna  E.  Hall, 
"   Amelia  D.  Comstock, 
"   Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 
"    CM.  Parker, 
"   Ada  F.  Goddard, 
"   EllaF.  E-eed, 

2 
2 
2 
2 

2i 

2 
2 
^ 

$35  00 
32  00 
36  00 
36  00 36  00 
36  00 
86  00 36  00 
26  00 

34 
30 

24 
42 
36 

51 16 
15 

20 

24 
26 19.5 
38.5 
30.1 
40.7 12.3 12.5 
14.6 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 

7 
0 
4 
0 

11 
0 
1 
1 
1 

13 

10 
7 

29 

16 
15 

8 
6 

14 
Totals, 19 

$309  OO 

268 218.2 4 

25 

US 

Fall  Term. 

Centre  (Grammar, centre.  |  primary, 
West     i  Grammar, west.     1  Primary, 
qnnth    i  Grammar, South.  (Primary, East, 
South-East, 
North, 

Miss  J.  S.  Bartlett, 
"    Annie  E.  Tucker, 
"    Ada  C.  Davis, Anna  E.  Hall, 

Amelia  D.  Comstock, 
"   Lottie  C.  Faulkner, 
"    C.  M.  Parker, 
"   Ellen  0.  Clark, 
"   Ella  F.  Reed, 

2 

2| 
2i 

2} 

2 

2i 

$35  00 32  00 
36  00 36  00 
36  00 
36  00 
36  00 40  00 
26  00 

34 35 30 

41 42 
43 20 
17 
17 

27.8 
30.25 27 

38 
36.8 36.75 16 

14.7 
13.4 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

8 
0 
5 
0 

10 

0 
2 
0 
1 

5 
11 

24 
19 
10 
8 
9 

14 
19 

Totals, 

20i 

$313  00 279 
240.7 1 

26 
119 

Winter  Term. 

n>^^t-^,.   (  Grammar, Centre,  {primary, 
West  Grammar, vv  esi.    ̂   Primary, 
c,  Grammar, 
South,  {primary, East, 
South-East, 
North, 

Miss  J.  S.  Bartlett, 
"   Annie  E.  Tucker, 
"   Abbie  H.  Allen, 
"    Anna  E.Hall, 
"   Ada  C.  Davis, 

Ida  T.  Dadmun, 
"    Lizzie  L.  Keyes, 
"    Ellen  0.  Clark, ^'   EllaF.  Reed, 

31 

3 

3i 

3-^ 

2| 

2^ 

9S 

$40  00 36  00 

40  00 36  00 
40  00 
40  00 SO  00 
40  00 
30  00 

34 
46 

38 40 

53 

45 

21 18 
22 

30 
38.25 

35 
37.9 46.64 38.77 19.6 
15.9 17 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

21 
1 

16 
0 

18 

0 
5 
2 
3 

35 
26 

53 
48 

16 
8 

21 
6 

3] 
Totals, 

25f 

$332  00 317 289.06 0 
66 

255 

Aggregate  for  the  year, 
65 

$954  00 864 748 
5 

117 
492 

Total  average  percentage  of  attendance  during  the  year,  85. 
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FINANCIAL. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $678  38 
Received  from  the  town  of  Stow,  16  45 
Balance  from  last  year,  15  77 

Paid  teachers,  $534  00 
for  fuel,  88  00 
"  care  of  house  and  incidentals,  35  59 

Balance  to  new  account,  53  01 

$710  60 

$710  60 

Guilford  D.  Fletcher,  Committee, 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $644  88 
Received  from  out-of-town  scholars,  11  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  29  58 

Paid  teachers,  $570  00 
for  fuel,  .             65  23 
"  care  of  house,  &c.,  24  87 

Balance  to  new  account,  25  36 

$685  46 

$685  46 

Luke  Blanchard,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $319  84 
Balance  from  last  vear,  4  52 

Paid  teachers,  $244  50 
for  fuel,  51  66 

care  of  house,  &c.,  20  29 
Balance  to  new  account,  7  91 

$324  36 

$324  36 

Henry  Brooks  and  E.  J.  Robbins,  Committee, 
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SOUTHEAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $255  88 
Balance  from  last  year,  1  95 

Paid  teachers,  $230  00 
for  fuel,  12  00 

"  taking  care  of  house,  &c.,  7  00 
Balance  to  new  account,  8  83 

$257  83 

$257  83 

John  Fletcher,  2d,  Committee. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Appropriation,  $255  86 
Balance  from  last  year,  11  22 

Paid  teachers,  $199  50 
for  fuel,  57  50 

"  care  of  housfe,  &c.,  8  48 
Balance  to  new  account,  1  60 

$267  08 

$267  08 
George  H.  Harris,  Committee. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $636  50 

Paid  teachers,  $514  00 
for  fuel,  70  75 

"  taking  care  of  house,  &c.,  33  75 
Balance  to  new  account,  18  ,00 

$636  50 
Harris  Cowdrey,  Committee. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town,                         $2,500  00 
Income  from  the  State  School  Fund,                               153  77 

"       dog  fund,                                                  92  31 

Total  for  school  purposes,                                         $2,746  08 

Number  of  children  reported  by  the  Assessors  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  fifteen,  291. 

Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar,  $8.60. 



REPORTS 

OF  THIC 

SELECTMEN  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS 

OF 'Tin-: 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FROM 

February  26, 1874,  to  February  26, 1875, 

MARRIAGES,  Bl  itTFrS  AXI>  DEATHS  iX  IHllc 

W.Si).  [( 

THE  JiEPOirr  OF  'niv: 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

ACTON : 

ACTON  PATEIOT  .Km  PRIST. 
187,j. 





Selectmeiis  Report. 

APPKOPKIATIOXS  AND  KECEIPTS. 

Unexpended  Bjilance  of  last  vear, 

Kegulai*  Town  (irant. 
Town  (  J  rant  tor  Schools, 

Town  (irant  i'ov  Iliirliways, Overlay  on  Taxes, 
Corporation  Tax, 
Kational  liank  Tax. 
State  Aid  to  Januarv  1,  1874, 
State  School  Fund. 

Con  t  a  o'io  n  s  1 )  i  s  e  a  s  c-  s , 
State  Paupers, 
West  Cemetery, 
East  Cemetery, 
North  School  'A.nd  Furniture, 
Interest  on  School  House  Money, 
Income  of  Town  Farm.  April  1st,  1874. 
Dog  Fund, 
Use  of  Town  Hall  and  (  V-llar, 
Wood  and  Lumber  Sold  on  Town  F 
Oliver  W.  Drew. 
State  Tax, 
Oountv  Tax, 

ff).674 

67 

9,000 00 

2,000 

00 

2,500 

00 

GO 
17 

564 
95 

541 

47 

264 
00 

219 
05 

157 69 
64 

01) 12 

84 

21 
00 

108 
50 

o 

28 
76 

89 167 

01 
62 

25 

,  915 
00 

600 
00 1,580 
00 

1,081 19 
1^26,668  41 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  dames  Tuttle,  South  District,  |688  88 
Joseph  Noyes.  West  644  88 
Harris  Cowdrv,  Centre  640  00 
Elbridge  d.  Kobbins,  East,  298  84 
John  Fletcher,  2d,  South  East.  255  86 
Georcre  H.  Harris,  North,.  263  86 

 12,791  82: 
REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  Luke  Blanchard,  AVest  District,  f 23  25 
Harris  Cowdry,  Centre  9  00 
Elbridge  d.  Robbins,  East  9  51 
John  Fletcher,V2d,  South  East,  6  48 

  $48  24 



KEPAIKS  OX  HIGHWAYS. 

Paid  E.  H.  Cutler,  labor  in  1872.  i  4  50 
breaking  roads  1872,        35  87 

Simon  Tuttle,  iS^ortli  Acton.  -1  83 
Levi  HouG-hton,  railing  road,  1872-4,      7  00 
E.  C.  Parker,  labor  in  1872,  5  50 

A.  H.  Jones,  railing  road^near  J.  Holmes 

cVc  Co's  Mill,      "  77  61 
F.  H.Whitcomb,  breaking  roads,  '73-74  31  60 

REGULAR  HIGHWAY  WORK. 

]*aid  Charles  Wheeler,  $1,227  83 
A.  II.  Jones,  850  42 

^16{)  41 

82,078  25 

BY  ORDER  OF  COIJjS'TY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paid  Charles  Wheeler,  road  in' West 
.Vcton.  $1,465  87 

J.  E.  Billings  road  near  D.  J. 
Wetherbee,  52  50  -m,518 

BOOKS  AND  PRINTING. 

'aid  James  Puttie,  books  for  South^Scliool  $2  29 
John  Fletcher,  2d,           ̂ .    E.    "  6  80 
Luke  Blanchard.  West  "  3  00 
Tolman  6c  White,  for  450  Selectmen 

Reports,  14  00 

Tolman  &  Wliite,  500  Selectmen's 
and  other  Officers  Reports,  71  38 

Do.,  Warrants,  5  00 
Do.,  100  Rules  and  Regulations 

for  School  Houses,  3  00 
Pratt     Fletcher.  1500  Reward,  2  00 
Auction  Bills,  North  School  Plouse.  1  50 
Warrants,  4  00 
F.  Dwight,  Dog  Notices,  2  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  Wood  at  Auction,  1  25 

"      2  Tax  Books,  4  00 
$120  2f 



SUPPOHT  OF  POOH. 

P^ild  8anili  Hunt,  $3(5  00 
Teleo-nim,  ( W.II.Oliver)  1  00 
MrsrSpcncei-.  00  12 
A.  W.  .loiio^,  104  28 

George  E.  Curtain,  2()  00 
Sanili  B.  Childs,  17  25 

<folin  Whitney,  •            16  00 

i:owN  i)Er>T. 

Paid  Mrs.  P.  Y.  Hapgood.  $400  00 
STAJIO  AID. 

Paid  Hattie  W.  Wilder.  frOC  00 

Rebecca  C.  Wriglit,  48  00 
A.  Jl  Sumner.  -16  00 
(  reo.  W.  Sawyer,  ■>()  00 

/roanna  Moulton,  8  .'  T 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Martin  Pike,   East  Oenietcrv,  $27  85 

elolin  Fletcher,  Jr,     Do..    '  67  30 
I^^aiah  Reed,     West   Do.,  -  201  06 
V,  Dwight,  removing  and  burying  81 

bodies  and  boxes  furnislied  for  the 

same,  41  50 

TOWN  oeeict:rs. 

Paid  F.  P.  Wood,  superintending  seliools,  $20  00 
Simon  Tnttle,  taking  inventory  and 

making  taxes,  20  00 
William  D.  Tuttle,  copying  vaUiation 

books  for  the  state.  7  00 

Taking  inventory  and  making  taxea,  25  00 
Services  as  Town  Clerk.  25  GO 

F.    Dwight,  taking  inventory  and 
making  taxes,  15  00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  collecting  taxes,  1878,  85  00 
James  E.Billing8,services  as  Selectman,  56  00 
Hiram  J.  Hapgood,           do.,  45  00 
Frank  H.  Whitcomb,        do.,  38  00 

*8:r 
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LAW  SUITS. 

HENRY  BROOKS  AND  TOWN  OF  ACTON. 

aid  G.  A.  Somerby,  $500  00 
W.  N.  Mason,  150  00 
Witnesses,  265  82 
Jury  viewing  road,  28  23 
Summoning  Witnesses,  14  25 
Horse  hire,  5  00 

Telegrams,                               '  2  36 
Plan  of  road,  65  60 
Horse  Lire,  car  fare  and  services  or 
Selectmen,  68  00 

Expenses  in  A.  &  O.W.Mead  cVc  Co. 
t:ix  case,  22  00 

1^1.121  26 

INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 

Paid  Dadid  M.  Handley, 
$210 

00 

F.  Kouillard, 175 
00 

Phineas  Puffer, 
175 

00 
John  Goldsmith, 162 50 

Cyrus  Conant, 

140 00 

Luther  Conant, 70 
00 Isaac  Reed, 

84 

00 
Joseph  Barker. 70 

00 

Patrick  Farrell. 
108 

50 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Hosmer. 
70 

00 

'Fonas  K.  Putney, 
45 50 

Josiah  Dow, 

42 
00 

Oliver  Wliitcomb, 35 

00 

Jonathan  A.  Piper, 

42 do 

Daniel  Harris, 5() 00 

Jason  \\.  Livermore, 
42 

00 
Mrs.  P.  V.  Hapgood, 

27 
23 

Luther  Billings, 28, 
00 Mrs.  E.  Hanscom, 

47 

60 
Geo.  W.  Gates, 14 

00 
.lames  E.  Billings, 

.  14 
00 

Joseph  NoyeSj 
Lewis  Rouillard, 

14 
00 

13 00 

H.  J.  Hapgood, 28 00 
Calvin  Harris, 

14 00 
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1.  .1 .  Mago, 
Simoii  1  little, 

i-7  no 

'>  1 

•>   1  u 

I                 "Tj'^  T>*11* 
i4o  ->(> T.  F.  Noye^s 

oarali  I/,  r^oyes, 

(in 

(,/harJes  Morris, 
I  ̂            TT  IT (tco.  11.  llarri^. J  4  uu 

Joliii  (n'imes, 
I).  J.  Wetlierbce, 

21  00 
84  00 

John  Wilson, 
:55  00 

Simon  Tuttlc, 42  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
iml Sealing:  we  lights 

Chick. 

id  Daniel  J  one 
measures, 

.Mrs.  Moreliouse,  damai>e  to  barn. 
Coal  for  Town  Hall, 
Geo. W.Sawyer,  care  of 
Stove  pipe  and  labor, 
20  gallons  oil, 
2  light  stands, 
4  chimnies, 

18  lamp  wicks, 
Opening  Hall  o4  times, 
Tolhng  bell  for  15  deaths, 
.]ona3  Blodjiett,  sellino*  wood  lot  and 

school  house, 
W.  D.  Tuttle,  express  on  pub.  doc. 

"       Services  on  W.  Acton  road, 
Description  of  llC.  Parker road , 

Dog  license  BLudcs, 
Stationery  and  postage, 

^'       rFourney  to  Sudbury,  to 
make  out  Election  returns, 

"        Recording  45  births, 
17  marriages, 
■]7  deaths, 

W.  H.  Teel,  damage  to  sleigh, 
H.  f).  llapgood,  express  on  reports, 
Telegram  Blood  robbery, 
-J.  E.  Harris,  for  team  and  dinners, 
E.  Hosmer,  framing  school  house  rules, 
F.  Dwight,  burial  straps, 

00 
4 25 

12 

()o 

11 

-  f\ 

.)0 

21 ;)^> 

07 
1 

00 

.)0 

20) 

~') 

20 

.) 

00 

5<] 

,  1 

50 

5 
00 1 00 

•> 

12 

o 
00 

2-) 

50 
55 

5 
70 

15 

00 

30 

2 
00 

-r 

00 
O 00 
o 

•> 

50 

31 
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fl .  Vj.  Cutter,  reDalrinu;  Inilidino"  on 

Town  Farm,  ̂   ^      $1,1>B0  00 Discount  on  taxes,  828  73 

Express  on  three  bundles,  75 
dames  Tuttledbr  Soutli  seiiool  bouse,  I8d  11 
F-DwightanakiDii:  return*  of  31)  deatbs.    9  75 

Attcndinp;  funerals  of  44  pei-sons         132  00 
J.  E.  Bniinij^s,  po.-tage  juid  [laper,  2  00 

^3,302  76- ItECEIPTS  FiiOM  FEB.  2G,  1874.  TO  FEB.  2^5,  1875. 

l"n expended  balance,  as  per  report  of 
Feb.  2(j,  1874,  '  •'5'G,5.;74  G7 A])propriatlons  and  receipts,  19.993  74 — —  $26 Jm  41 

EXPENDITURES. 

Support  of  schools, 
lY.e}>airs  on  scliool  bouses. 

$i:,79l 32 
48 

24 
*•  bigbways. 

1(36 
41 

Uegubir  work. 
2,078 

25 

By  order  (Jounty  (Jumnussmncrs, 
1.518 

•J  i 

Books  and  printing, 
120 

22 Support  of  Poor. 
Town  debt, 

390 25 
400 

00 
State  aid. 224 

57 

( 'erne te ry  ex pe uses , 

337 
71 

Town  oflicci-s. 
365 

00 
Law  Suits, 

1,121 
26 

Interest  on  town  de})t, 
2,188 

31 

Miscellaneous, 
3,302 76 State  tax, 
1,580 

00 

County  tax, 
1,081 

19 

7,713  86 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1875,  $8,954  55 
TOWN  DEBT. 

F.  liouillard,  $2,622  50 
.1.  E.  Billings,  214  00 
Luther  Conant,  1,052  11 

J.  W.  Livermoi-e,  630  60 
Charles  Morris,  -    367  15 
Patrick  Farrell,  416  17 
Phincas  Puffer,  2,626  87 



P^boiiezcr  ( !{jn:mt, 
Joel  Ilaiiscoin. 
J.  K.  Bllliinvs, 
David  :\L  Hau(lk>v, 

I.  T.  Flao-o-, 
Oliver  AViiitcuml), 
rl.  K.  Putney, 
'I {lines  A.  Billings. 
John  (foldsmitli, 
Oliver  ̂ V.  Drew, 
Joseph  i>arker, 
II.  fl.  llapgood, 
Lewis  Rouilhu'd, 

Jo~'eph  Xoves, 
J.  A.  Pitxn-, 
Luther  Billings, 
Simon  Tuttle. 
Josiah  Dow, 
Patrick  Farrell, 
John  (irimes. 
Oeo.  Reed, 
(reo.  II.  Harris, 
Jolui  Wilson, 
(reo.       ( Kites, 
Daniel  Harris, 

Sarah  C.  ̂ «oycs, 
Thomas  F.  Noves, 
Mrs.  M.  P.  Hosmer, 
D.  J.  Wetherbee, 
Calvin  Harris. 

Amount  due  from  State  aid, 
Estimated  value  of  old  school  House. 
Due  from  Town  Treasurer. 

Balance  against  the  town. 

$1,25-1 
so 2.0(iT 

G(> 703 
80 

2,138 
07 

3,054 

25 

106 

38 

507 
58 (\m 

60 

217 

00 2,(142 

18 

():)S 

1,025 
4(; 

410 
205 

lu; 206 

63 02 

1)16 
05 217 

:U 

GlO 
50 

60t5 

5- J 1,158 05 303 50 
488 87 
200 

70 500 
00 212 

75 

822 

40 

'800 

00 

400 oa 
1,UUU 

uu 
1,241 00 203 

03 
268  00 
600 

00 
8,054 

55 
133.181  TH-^ 

$9,822  55 

$23,359  23 

JAMErs  E.  BILLINGS,     )  Selectmen 
IHRAM  J.  HAPGOOD,     [  of 
FKANK  H.  WHITCOMB,  \  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1874. 
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REPORT   OF  THE 

E  E  C  E I P  T  S    AND  EXPENDITURES 

AT   THE   ALMSHOUSE   IN  ACTON, 

For  the  year  ending  April  1st,  187'3. 

Articles  on  hand  April  1st,  187.j. 

I  harse, 
II  cows, 
8^  tons  liay, 
1  shoat, 
1^-  tons  shorts, 
2  bush,  corn, 
100  lbs  cottwn  seed  meal, 
r>  bbls.  apples, 
07  bush,  potatoes, 
80  lbs.  ham, 
80  lbs.  pork, 
•±  gallons  pickles, 
4  gallons  soap, 
10  lbs.  lard. 

Milk, 

Apples, 
Berries, 
Poultry, 
Calves, 
•Cows, 
Eggs, 
Potatoes, 

$150 m 
170 18 

45 

2 

•) 

00  314  lbs.  -flour. 
00  5  lbs.  tea, 
00  10  lbs.  dried  apple, 
00  41  hens, 
00|7  turkeys, 
OOIGO  lbs.  codfish, 
OOI25  lbs.  fresh  pork, 

00|l  gallon  molasses, 
25|o4  flour  l)bls., 

00: 

00^ 

2  00  Ashes  on  hand. 
80 
80 

$969  CO 
o91  96  Rigginc, 
14  33 

rioi 

Window, 

31  59  Old  brick, 
182  18  Grease, 
31G  50 
11  26 
17  90 

S5  G2 
5  00 
1125 

30  75 
!)  00 
2  10 

65 

5  67 

>>1,209  01 

3  00 
:sl.212  01 

18  12 
10  00 

60 !)  00 

1  13 

SI  ,974 



II 

Expenses. 
Flour, $77  25 

Lard, 

$11  54 Tools, 14  99 
Meat, 

114  00 
Barrels, 44  72 

Oil, 

2  82 

Matches, 1  20 
Dr.  II.  Cowdrey's  bill. 

13  25 

Curtains  aud  fixtures, 5  07 Razor, 

75 
Filing  saws, 1  15 Ropes, 1  24 

Corn  and  Meal, 595  48 Clothes  Pins, 12 
Plaster, 

48 Dried  Apple, 

Cleaning  Clock, 

3  82 

Bristol  Brick, 10 

75 Hay  Rigging, ()5  00 Twine, 
10 

Express  Wagon, 4G  25 Cabbage  and  Tomato  iilants,  50 
Wheelbarrow, 5  20 AVicking, 

OS 
Harness, ;5I  25 

Blueing, 
24 

Drag, 
4  00 

Netting, 25 

Cloth  aud  Clothing, 17  27 Onions, 

>>  o 

•}0 

Crackers, lo  91 1  Condition  powders, 25 
Spices, ')  IJ 1  Yeast  cakes. 

1  00 

Molasses, I G  00 j Hay, 
31  73 

Butter, 74  34 j  Sweet  potatoes, 
1  10 

Cheese, 17  09! Rosin, 
19 Sugar, 23 Kettle, 
50 

Tea, 13  66 Brooms, 1  24 

Tobacco, 9  17 Mop  handle. 

30 

Cream  Tai'tar, 5  02 
Shoes, 

3  25 
Raisins, 1  1 6 

Box  grease, 20 
Nails, 

91 
Butter  tub , 

•  15 

Medicine, 7  16 Oyster  shells. 

2i) 
Sulphur, GO Lantern, 1  12 
Saltpetre, 

•  3G 
Vinegar  and  barrel, 4  57 

Salt,          ̂  . 4  89 
Crockery, 

4  18 
Soap, 13  02 

Bag, 

35 
Cows, 794  00 Hogshead, 

75 
Saleratus, 1  58 

Stationery, 50 

Washing  Soda, 1  21|Table  covers, 2  12 
Caudles, 1  20 Hemp  carpet. 2  24 
Beans, 9  02 

Sled, 
15  00 

Use  of  Bull, 4  00 Expenses  marketing, 

73 Grass  Seeds, 2  45 Beddin<x. 

9  C<S Pails, 1  75 
Labor, 

155  87 
Rice, 82 Furniture, 

27  45 Corn  Starch, 40 Renovatino-  beds. 
20  00 Chalk, 

Newspaper, 

12 1  asturing  cow. G  00 

2  70 
Fish, 13  84 

$2,405  42 Blacksmith  bill, 8  83 
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LO  C  K  VV  F  UJJ MT  Ull  K . 

25 

s  ;io  00 
10  50 
2  20 

Plates, 

Knives  aud  Fork 
Doz.  Chairs, 

Stove  Pipe. 

Pail, 

Dippei-. Wasli  P>ow], 
1  Doz.  iMattresses, 

Beddinn'. 
Mugs, 

General  Expenses,  '^2,40')  47 
Lockup  Expenses,  60  81 
Services  of  Asaph  Parlin,  400  00 

J.  E.  Cutter  as  ( )verseer  of  poo)-,  o5  00 
"  John  Conant,  lo  OO 

Elisha  IL  Cutler.  !('>  00 

Total  amount  of  Expenditures. 
"  Iveceipts, 

Drawn  from  treasury  to  balance 
Interest  on  Farm, 

Victualing  410  Travellers. 
Carpenters  Board, 

l>40  00 

$205  OO 
01  87 

$21)20  21 
1974  5; 

-    SI 185 

5$21)G  8: 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  on  the  Farm,  $888  8'^ 

,Wliole  number  of  persons  exclusive  of  travellers  supported  in  Alms- 

house, five  ;  average  number,  three  and  three  fourths  :  present  number- 
five. 

JOHN  E.  CUTTER,        )  Overseers 
JOHN  CONANT.  •  of 
1?:LTSHA  pi,  CUTLER,   )  ,  Poor. 

Acton,  April  1st,  1875. 

# 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  FOR  1874. 

BSintSB!^  flaa  As'toifi  Ian  l^T4l. 

No.  o!' !',ii'tli.  Xunic  oi  Cliild,  P::'-c;it,s'  Niuncs. 
1.  Feb.  [,  )  rviiiu,' Eliiia  JSiuith,  son  of  Allen      and    '''or!;] ana  fSuiitI). 
2.  ••    -Jy),  tSnumer  Merlo  Teele,  son  of  Win.  H.  aiui  Ti^ai-y  E.  Teelc. 
■  '>.       "    '22,  Jerry  Bradley,  son  of  Dennis  and  Hannah  bi-.idley. 
4.  Marcli  10,  Walter  Franklin  Randal!,  .-on  of  John  W.  and  Sopiii,?  A. 

L^1ndall. 

"i.       "     IS,  , Joseph.  Ijlovd  3^^)ri■i^.  son  oi  Richard  and  .Vnn  Morris. 
(5.  -iO,  Mabel  Emma  Abbott,  dan<>liter  of  John  Vf.  aiid  Ma.ry  A  mI*,,!!. 
7.       "  William  Cooi)cr.  ̂ on  of  Levi  and  Annie  (Jooi)er. 
5.  Ai)iil  12,  (;]'aee  {Gertrude  Knowltnn.  daii^liter  of  (reorgcAV.  and  .Vn-ie IT.  Knov.iton. 
0.    ,;une  <).  Erne^t  Mortem  IMttleiiehi.  ^on  of  Xaliii;n  and  :sl.  Addi^'  Litlii- 

ileltl. 
10.  ■•    J:;.  Edward  IFrdlis  Robinson,  s-.ni  of  Cliarlcs  and  Rorsis  V.  r.uUiu s(  *n, 

11.  '•    22.  Marv  Louisa  (VJder,  diiui;hler  of  Thomas  and  ACaria  Calder. 
12.  .Liiy  7.  Foriv'^t  lOli  Pickens,  >on  or  (Oilman  E.  and  Almeda  A.  IMckens. l-'J.        "    1"),  i'ielia.rd  rd<;rri'>  L*a,\  i--,  son  of  .John  and  lOlizabtftli  l}a\  is. 
14.    Ani;-.  S,  ;i  -on  to  (  'a.rrie  A.  (iardncr. 
lo.       ••    1 !,  Lonis  ,\m;-u>tine  .la.nv^  Eolev.  von.  of  Patriclc  and  Elizab^'^:: 

31.  I'oley. 
1('>.       "    17,  Daniel  Jlcrl^ert  Trainor.  son  of  Hugh  and  llannali  Trainor. 17.  .       20,Albert  Raymond  Currie.  son  of  .\ei I  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Currie. 
18,  "    2S,  Eima  Gertrude  Stone,  (hinghter  of  Charles  R,  and  Marietta  C. Stone. 
1!),    Sept.  2,  Oscar  AlvinXelson,  son  of  Oscai-  and  Marv  Ann  Nelson, 
20.  ■•    7,  Manila  Mary  Morils,  daughter  James  and  Margaret  Morris. 
21.  "    s,  A(Jdie  Loiuse  Guilford,  daughter  of  Samuel  A,  and  Nellie  M, Guilford, 
22.  0,  Lizzie  Agnes  Manioii,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  A.  Manion. 
2:5.  10,  Lulu  Mary  Lawrence,  daughter  of  James  R.  and  Abbie  F. 

Lawrence, 
24.  14,  John  Edward  O'Xeil,  son  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  O'Neil. 
25.  11>,  Michael  Edward  Ryan,  son  of  John  and  Catharine  Ryan. 
2d.       '*    2:1,  Olive  Genevra  Barker,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Louisa  M. Barker, 
27.       "*    2:>.  Harvey  Putnam  Tuttle,  son  of  Abram  and  Martha  A  Tattle. 
2K    Oct.  1,  Psrley  Walcott  Richardson,  son  of  Henry  W.  and  M.  Hattie 

Richardson, 

29.       "    <»,  George  Irving  Harris,  son  of  Geo,  H.  and  Angenette  Harris. 
.')0.  7,  Willie  Edward  Tuttle,  son  of  Horace  2d  and  Arethusa  M.  Tuttle, 
-31.       "    7,  Bernard  Ainsworth  Preston,  iion  (.f  Herbert  E.  and  Sophia E. Preston. 
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■V2.  Oct.  14,  Frederic  Wm.  Wilson,  sou  of  Robert  and  Mary  Ann  Wilson. 
:5;].  22,  Allen  Brooks  Parker,  son  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah  H.  Parker. 
;54.  24,  Fred  Linwood  Eobbins,  son  of  Elbridge  J.  and  Ellen  M.  Kob- bins. 

27,  Thomas  Albert  Voysey  Ehodos,  son  of  Wm.  II.  and  Mar> 
Jane  Ehodes. 

;]<■).    XoA-.  1.  Albcrtha  May  Greer,  daughter  of  William  J.  and  Elizabeth Greer. 

.'iT.  11,  James  llockwood  Dunn,  son  of  Waldo  G.  and  Fannie  M.  Dunn. 
:}8.       "    18,  Sarah  L.  Jones,  daughter  of  Lowell  A.  and  Sarah  A.  Jones. 
:>9.  17,  Charles  Leon  Decoster,  son  of  Geo.  H.  and  Lucy  A.  Decoster. 
40.  ; 50,  Carrie  May  Gilmore,  daughter  of  Walter  A.  and  Emma  A. 

Gilmore. 
41.  1:5,  Albert  Brooks  Butterfield,  son  of  Francis  and  Annie  Maria 

Butterfield. 
42.  *'    17,  Evie  Blanche  Fletcher;  daughter  of  Aaron  S.  and  Sarah  T. Fletcher. 
4:).  21,  Hugh  Henry  Coulter,  son  of  Hugh  and  Matilda  Coulter. 
44.  24,  Emma  Jane  Hart,  daughter  of  Arthur  A.  and  Harriet  P.  Hart.. 
1873.  May  14,  Guy  El  wood  Carrie,  son  of  Neil  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Cia-rie. 
1872.  Sept.  15,  Anna  Calista  Parker,  daughter  of  EdAvin  C.  and  Hannah  H. 

Parker. 

Marriages  Kecwded  in  Actouj  isi  1871. 

N<'.      Date  of  Marriage.  Xames  oi' Parlies. 
1.  Jan.  1,  Stephen  11.  Corliss  and  Mi.-^s  Hannah  D.Wooster,  both  of  Acton. 
2.  1."),  Mr.  Moses  E.  Taylor  and  Miss  Clara  Tiittle,  liotli  of  Acton, 
••J.  15,  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Brackett,  of  Stow,  and  Miss  Clara  A.  Chaflin, of  Acton. 
4.  Mr.  Henry  C.  Jones,  of  Boston,  and  Miss  Lydia  A.  Sawyer,  of 

Maynard. 
5.  Feb.  23,  m.  Leyi  B.  Gould,  of  Wilton,  Me.,  and  Miss  Mary  P.  Abbott, of  Carlisle. 
<).    April  1,  Mr.  Lyman  C.  Taylor  and  Miss  Addie  Tuttle,  both  of  Acton. 
7.  "    5,  Mr.  James  I.  Mills  and  Miss  Mary  M.  Jones,  both  of  Acton. 
8.  12,  Mr.  John  Byam,  of  Chelmsford,  and  Miss  Marietta  Bouillard. of  Acton. 
1>.  12,  Mr.  Charles  Waldo  Hanscom  and  Miss  Susie  L.  Freeman,  both of  Acton. 
10.  May  13,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Hanscom,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Josephine  T little . 

of  Sterling. 
11.  June  20,  Mr.  Levi  W.  Stevens  and  Mis.s  Annie  E.  Hall,  both  of  Actoii. 
12.  Get.  17,  Mr.  John  W.  Heald,  of  Carlisle,  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Parker,  of 

Westford. 

1:'..    Xov.  10,  Mr.  Jason  S.  BroAvn  and  Miss  Ellen  O.  Huntley,  both  of Lowell. 
14.  "    25.  Mr.  (reo.  W.  Band,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Sarah  E.  Ingham,  both  of Concord. 
15.  2(;,  Mr.  George  Ptouillard  and  Miss  Emma  Bettie  Dunnells,  both 

of  Acton. 
10.    Dec.  10,  Mr.  J.  Trescott  Diiismore,  of  Framingham,  and  Miss  Esther  A. 

Hapgood,  of  Acton. 
17.  20,  Mr.  James  A.  Symonds,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Flora  C.  Harlow. 

of  Lowell. 



1") 

No.    Date  or  J)e;itb.  Xame  and  Age. 
J.    Jan.  10,  Miss  Nellie  S.  AVildcr,  aged  15  years,  0  luonllis,  days. 
2.       "    If),  Miss  Carrie  W.  Faulkner,  aged  oS  years,  J (5  days. 

i'<>,  Mr.  John  F.  Blood,  aged  Gl  years,    months,  S  days. 
4,       ■•         Mr.  Silas  Taylor,  aged  80  year??,  7  months,  1  day. 

.").    Yvh.      11.  (Jertrude  Withington,  aged  M  years,  5  months,  ]S  day<. 
(■).  JO,  3lr.  Xathauicl  Hapgood,  aged  80  years,  11  months. 
7.  Marcli  1,  Xathan  II.  Stouo,'^aged  ;J.">  years,  4  mouths,  25  days. 8.  0,  Miss  Ida  Jf,  Kstabrook,  aged  10  years,  24  days. 

0.  15,  3[i'S.  Fa])iii«>  JJ.  Wheeler,  wfe  of  .lames  *\V.  Wheeler,  aged (iO  years.  2  months,  10  days. 
!(),       ■•      10.  li-viiig  W.  Flagg,  son  of  Isaac  W.  and  Fnuua  Flagg,  aged  1 

year.  ."'>  months,  2  days. 
11.  April  7,  ̂ frs.  IJetscy       SaA\yer,  wife  of  (Jeorge  'W'.  Sawyer,  aged  5:;. 

years,  :{  montli>-,  2-">  days. 
12.  ••    7,  ]N[rs.  Ilainiah  AV.  ]Mace,  aged  T,\  years. 
1:;.       ••    ]:;,  AVilliam,  son  of  Levi  and  Annie  Cooper,  aged  lx  days, 
1-!.  24.  Mr.  IJiehard  Morris,  aged  24  years,  5  months. 
15.    Mn\  1,  ]\lrs.  Susanna  L.  Spencer,  aged  82  years,  8  months,  18  days. 
1(5.       ••    4,  3[iss  Harriet  J.  IJeed,  aged  o5  years,  (»  months, . '5  days. 
17.       "    4,  .Mi's.  Joanna  Moulton,  widow  of  Mr.  Hiclvard  Moidton,  aged 

04  \-ears,  17  davs. 
IS.       ••    4.  Mary  Augusta  Davis,  daughter  of  Wm.  V..  -avA  S.  Maria  Davis. 

aged  4  years,  4  months,  12  days. 
I'.i.    -luue  24.  ̂ Ir.  .lonathan  Strong,  aged  70  years.  1 L  mouth>,  15  days. 
2i),    July  ;5.  Airs.   Kliza  Kinsley,   wife  of   ̂ ir.  llichanl    iviusley.  aged  4s 

\'(\U's. 
21.  ••    2S.  ,Mi  -.  J'li/aOeih  D.  Ijlaucluird.  \^■ife  of  Mr.  Simon  DIanchard. 

aged.  (■>;;  ytnu->. 22.  Aug.  5.  .Mr.  (ieorg(i  ilobbins.  ;mcd  vears. 

2;;.    Aug.  ;;;»,  Mrs.  Ann  F.  Chafliii."  wife  of  Mr.  Sanuiel  Chalhn.  a-'ed  00 
years. 

24.  Sepl.  4.  Kniory  S.  I're-toii.  sou  of  Herbert  E.  and  Fnnua  S.  rieston. 
aged  1  year.     inonths,  4  days. 

25.  ••    10.  Mr.  Joliii  D.  Whitney,  aged  70  years,  7  montbs,  5  days. 
20.  11.  Mrs.  Eunice  Weston,  widow  of  Stejihen  Weston,  aged  82 

years,  2  months,  25  days. 
27.  ••    24,  (n-acp  Evelyn  Robbins,  daughter  of  Elbridge  J.  and  Ellen  M. 

liobbins,  aged  1  year.  11  months. 
28.  •'    2J.  Airs.  Lydia  A.  Farrar.  wife  of  Air.  Ileniy  Farrar,  aged  ̂ JH 

years,  0  months. 
20.    Oct..  s.  Airs. Anna  E.  Stevens,  wife  of  Atr.  L"vi  AV.  Stevens,  aged 

■M)  years,  .j  months,  20  days. 
;U>.       '•    2«,  Airs.  Hannah  AVright,  wif(^  of  Afr.  Almon  Wright,  aged  77 

years,  0  montbs. 
:)[.    Nov.  0.  Leander  V.  N".  Tuttle,  son  of  Luke  ajid  S.  Sophia  Tuttle,  aged 2  years.  7  montlis,  25  days. 
:;2.  20.  Sarah  L.,  daughter  of  Lowell  A.  and  Sarah  A.  .Tones,  aged 

2  days. 

I     ',m\.    Dec.  ;i,  Mr.  Frank  F.  Hayward,  aged  22  years,  7  months,  10  (hiys. 
:]4.  *•    4,  Air.  Josiah  C,  Mason,  aged  54  years,  4  months. 
:>').  15,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Phvlan,  aged  51  years,  7  months, 00,  21,  Air.  Sinion  Hapgood,  aged  86  years,  11  months,  21  days. 
t7.  Airs,  Mary  .1.  Palmer,  aged  ."JO  years.  1  month,  15  days. 



Xarac  of  Owner.  No.         I        Xame  ol"  Owner.  No- I 
I 

Francis  liosmer,  1.      I    ]).  H.  Farrar,  1. 
John  Conant,  1.      |    J.  W.  Abbott,  1. 

Willie  F.  Richardson,  1.  *  W.  W.  Wooster,  1. Silas  Conant,  Jr.  1.  Francis  Pratt,  , 
Elnatlian  Jones,  1.  Henry  Shapley,  1. 
Varnum  Tuttle,  1.  E.  D.  Lothrop,  J. 
Tuttles,  Jones  &  Wetherbee,  o.  A.  Bulette,  1. 

II.  Waldo  Tuttle,  1.  Lewis  Beck,  -2. 
Thos.  P.  Yarter,  1.  J.  Fletcher  &  Sons.,  i. 
(ieorge  Conant,  1.  N.  C.  Reed,  1. 
(ieorge  V.  Mead,  ].  J.  11.  Bassett,  1. 
Alfred  Sawyer,  1.  L.  R.  Forbusli,  1. 
A.  &0.  W.  Mead,  1.  J.  E.  Harris,  1. 
Geo.  C.  Wright,  1.  Edwin  Tarbell,  1. 
Luther  Conant,  1.  J.  E.  Reed,  i. 
A.  B.  Brown,  ].  Joseph  Reed.  1. 
Elwyn  H.  Whitcomb,  1.  Dciuiei  Tuttle,  1 
S.  M.  Osgood  &  Co.,  1.  Francis  Robbins,  L 
^(■vi  Houghton,  I.  /lllen  Smith,  1. 
'.  E.  Preston,  L  Frank  Houghton,  1. 

W.  A.  Gil  more,  I.  S.  Taylor  Fletcher,  L 
Horace  Tuttle,  1.  Theo.  Karcher,  i. 
W.  H.  Faulkner,  L  John  Daley,  lem.,  1. 
Willard  Ji.  Davis,  '      1.  U.  A.  Snell,  fern.,  1. 
tuylor  Bros.,  1.  Chas.  Morris,  1. 
Henry  Potter,  i.  John  Grimes,  1. 
Moses  Taylor,  1.  D.  C.  Cutler,  L 
K.  F.  Fuller,  1.  H.  A.  Barker,  L 
/lugustus  Fletcher,  1.  J.  W.  Randall,  1. 
I.  C.  Keyes,  1.  Chas.  Wheeler,  1. 
I).  J.  Wetherbee,  L  J.  W.  Charter,  1 . 
i^aniel  Wetherbee,  i.      :    E.  Robbins,  1. 

Isaac  W.  Flagg,  L      '    Calvin  Harris,  L 
Daniel  Harris,  L  J.  A.  Piper,  1. 
ieo.  E.  Priest,  1.  Robert  Fiske,  L 
V.  S.  Fletcher,  1.      j    Geo.  W.  Liverniore,       tem.  J. 
L  J.  Fletcher,  1.  Martin  Whitney,  L 
I.  C.  Handley,  1.  D.  H.  Knights,  L 
^>ank  Marshall,  1.  A.  L.  Tuttle,  1- 
jreo.  C.  Conant,  L  Henry  Haynes,  L- 
lorace  Tuttle,  2d.,  1.  Josiah  Piper,  1. 
.  R.  Daniels,  1  W.  E.  Wood,  4  L 
C.  J.  Robbins.  fern.,     L  Henry  Smith,  i. 
^.  N.  Pletcher,  1,  Neil  Currie,  L 

Total,  84  malts,  1  females. 
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To  THE  Citizen's  ov  Actox  : 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  statutes  and  a  t'.me 
honored  custom  vour  School  Committee,  havinij;  dischartred  their  du- 

ties  to  the  best  of  theh-  ability.  l)eg'  leave  to  submit,  for  youi-  consider- 
ation, the  following  report: — 

We  trust  th;it  we  have  been  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of 

the  chai-ge  committed  to  our  care,  and  have  labored  very  earnestly  to 
keep  up  and,  if  possible,  improve  the  standard  of  excellence  in  our 
schools.  But  in  looking  over  the  school  history  of  the  past  year  it 
seems  to  us  that  we  have  been  called  to  encounter  even  more  than 
the  usual  number  of  obstacles. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  obliged  to  make  several  changes 
in  our  corps  of  teachers,  and,  though  we  havti  l)een  very  fortunate  in 

our  selections,  as  a  genei'al  tiling,  every  teaciier  has  to  gain  some 
experience  in  any  school  in  order  to  secure  the  highest  degree  of  suc- 

cess. We  consider  it  very  important  to  tiic  best  inter  ests  of  our 

sc^hools  to  continue  a  good  teacher  several  consecutive  terms  in  the 
same  school. 

Moreover,  during  the  past  school  year  our  schools  have  been  more 

broken  up  by  sickness  than  is  usually  the  case.  This  has  been  espe- 
cially true  of  the  schools  during  the  past  Winter.  On  account  of  the 

prevalence  of  the  scarlet  fever  and  other  forms  of  disearie  three  of  the 
large  schools  closed  in  the  midst  of  the  term,  so  th^t  a  large  number 
of  on.r  scholars  have  suffered  a  very  serious  loss  of  school  advantages. 
ViUt,  while  this  is  a  fact  to  be  regretted,  we  feel  that  our  gratitude  is 

due  to  an  overruling  Providence  who  has  averted  from  us  the  calam- 
ity of  a  general  epidemic  which  might  have  proved  fatal  to  many 

children  whose  faces  will  brighten  our  school  rooms  in  coming  terms. 
It  is  sad  for  us  to  feel  that,  as  it  is,  the  presence  of  some  scholars  will 
be  missed,  and  we  sympathize  very  deeply  with  their  afHicted  Jiomes. 
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During  Uie  past  year  we  have  had  one  public  examination  in  all 
the  schools,  and  two  in  those  schools  which  w^ere  not  terminated  or 
greatly  disturbed  by  sickness.  These  examinations  have  been  well 

atrended,  and,  as  a  general  thing,  highly  creditable  to  the  educational 
work  of  the  town.  We  are  more  and  more  convinced  that  these 

public  examinations  ai'c  excellent,  both  lor  teachers  and  scholars,  and 
we  think  it  may  be  well  to  have  them  more  frequently  in  the  future 
than  in  the  past.  We  have  been  pleased  to  notice  the  evident  interest 
taken  in  the  schools  by  the  people  of  the  several  districts  during  the 
past  year,  as  evidenced  by  the  large  attendance  upon  several  of  the 
public  examinations.  We  think,  too,  that  the  people  have  been  very 
careful  and  just  in  their  criticisms,  and  thus  have  done  mucli  to  aid 
both  teachers  and  committee  in  their  efforts  to  promote  the  interest  of 
the  schools.  We  hope  that  a  similar  course  may  be  pursued  in  the 
future,  so  that,  as  during  the  past  year,  all  will  work  together  for  the 
success  of  this  highly  important  work. 

The  success  of  the  schools  duiing  the  past  year  lias  been  affected  by 

causes  beyond  our  control,  but  the  past  year's  experience  has  suggest- 
ed to  us  certain  points  where  it  may  be  possible  for  us,  as  a  town,  to 

secure  better  conditions  of  success  in  the  future,  and  it  is  that  the 

citizens  of  the  town  generally  may  view  the  matter  from  our  stand- 
point that  we  make  suggestions  with  reference  to  the  following  points. 

Tow  IB  A|>pB'0|M'iatioii  i'or  Schools. 
We  are  awai-e  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  town  to  raise  large  sums 

of  money  for  other  purposes,  and  it  is  with  diffidence  that  we  put 
forward  the  clnini  of  our  schools  ;  but  we  feel  that  we  should  not  be 

faithful  to  our  charge  unless  we  mad  '  known  their  real  wants.  Good 
teachers  command  as  high  wages  now  as  they  did  five  years  ago,  and 
the  expense  of  hearing  and  caring  for  our  school  houses  is  so  much 
greater  now  than  when  the  old  school  houses  were  used  that  there 
are  not  sufficient  funds  for  school  terras  of  suitable  length,  even  with 
the  addition  which  has  been  already  made  to  the  town  appropriation 
for  these  purposes.  The  vacations  of  school  are  now  too  long  for  the 
best  good  of  the  scholars.  The  vacations  are  so  long  that  they  go  far 

towards  dissipating  the  impressions  made  upon  the  scholars'  minds 
during  the  sessions  of  school,  and  the  school  houses  are  so  comforta- 

ble and  lar<re  that  it  would  be  far  better,  both  for  the  health  and  the 

morals  of  our  scholars,  to  spend  more  weeks  in   the  school-room  and 



less  in  the  stores  :iihI  streets.  Tlie  possibility  ol'  ;*  largt^  munber  of 
sehool  weeks  diirinij;'  the  year  will  enable  iis  more  easily  to  retain  the 
services  of  good  teachers,  at  the  same  cost  [ler  month,  as  ii  will  in- 

crease their  yearly  income,  and  employ  tlieii'  time  when  otherwise 
they  would  be  obliged  to  be  unemployed.  An  additional  a})pro])ria- 
tiou  of  two  liundred  and  lifty  dollars  would  be  very  usefid  in  pro- 

moting the  good  of  oiu-  schools  and  we  hope  that  ou)-  citizens  may 
see  their  way  clear  to  increase  their  appropriation  that  amount. 

One  very  serious  obstacles  in  the  way  oi'  the  satisfactory  progress 
of  many  of  our  scholars  is  the  fact  that  they  are  imiformly  absent  from 

school  one  term  or  more  e^  ery  year.  Th''  usual  excuse  foi-  the  ab- 
sence of  these  schohu's  is  the  supposed  neiMl  of  ilieir  work  at  home, 

in  some  cases  it  is  no  doubt  the  fact,  that  thei  o  is  an  apparent  need  of 
the  sacrifice  of  a  higher  for  a  lower  advantage.  l)ut  we  believe  it  to  be 

usually  the  c;ise  that  if  the  pai-ents  duly  appreciated  the  importance  of 
a  thorough  education,  as  the  best  inheritance  which  they  can  bestow 

upon  their  children — if  they  realized  the  need  <m  this  as  their  children 

will  realize  it  in  coming  years — we  feel  very  sui'e  that  they  would  so 
arrange  it  that  their  scholars  should  not  be  detained  from  school  by 
work  a  term  or  a  day. 

-V  child  of  twelve  or  fouileen  years  of  age  can  do  but  little  njanual 

labor,  consistently  with  his  health  and  the  development  of  a  strong  con- 
siitution,  while  he  can  gain  as  much  real  advantage  from  study  at  that 
time  as  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  hence  it  is  veiy  poor  economy  to  keep 
scholars  of  such  an  age  from  yclh;ol.  It  may  be  that  the  terms  can  be 
arranged  to  better  accommodate  the  scholars  which  are  usually  kept 
at  home  for  the  above  reason  by  bringing  a  large  number  of  weeks  of 
school  into  the  time  intervening  between  Nov.  1st  and  April  or  May 
1st.  As  it  is,  the  evil  complained  of  is  to  be  lamented,  and  is  appar- 

ently increasing  in  some  localities. 
Male  or  Female  Teachers. 

The  question  has  been  asked  several  times  during  the  })ast  year, 

would  not  male  teachers  conduct  our  large  winter  schools  to  better  ad- 
vantage than  female  teaclier.s  ?  To  this  question  we  have  uniformly 

given  a  negative  answer,  for  these  reasons  : 
1st.  To  employ  male  teachers  we  would  be  obliged  to  shorten  our 

winter  terms,  which  are  now  too  short  nearly  one-tliird,  or  shorten  the 
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other  terms  enough  to  make  out  the  extra  money  required  for  the 
employment  of  a  male  teacher. 

2nd.  It  is  very  difficult  to  liud  good  male  teachers  that  are  willing 
to  take  charge  of  our  common  schools.  Permanent  situations  are 

open  to  such  teachers  in  a  higher  grade  of  schools.  The  male  teach- 
ers who  usually  apply  for  our  schools  are  students  in  search  of  a  little 

3xperience  in  teachiug,  'dud  a  little  money  for  the  further  prosecution 
}i  their  studies,  and  more  frequently  than  otherwise  secure  both  at  tlie 
sxjDense  of  their  scholars. 

od.  It  is  very  important  ihut  we  should  be  able  to  secure  good 

:eachers  several  consecutive  terms,  but.  if  we  get  iuto  ihe  way  of  em- 
ploying male  teachers  in  tlie  winter,  it  will  be  very  sure  to  result  in  a 

iliange  of  teachers  in  these  schools  twice  in  a  year  and  the  best  teach- 
3rs  will  seek  situations  where  they  can  hope  for  steady  employment, 
10  that,  as  it  seems  to  u^^,  the  good  of  the  schools  will  be  imperiled 
Iiroughout  the  year. 

As  to  the  management  of  unruly  scholars,  we  believe  that  a  female 
;eacher,  experienced  in  the  control  of  scholars,  will  succeed  far  better 
:han  a  male  teacher  without  any  such  experience;  the  former  teacher  may 
)r  may  not  have  as  much  physical  strength  as  the  latter ;  that,  as  we 
ook  upon  it,  makes  little  difference.  The  brute  force  as  the  princi- 
3al  factor  in  the  government  of  schools  is  out  of  date.  It  is  now 

i>enerally  understood  that  the  same  forces  should  control  scholars  in 
school  which  will  control  them  in  society,  viz.,  a  due  regard  for  riglit- 
:ul  authority  and  the  dignity  of  law,  as  such,  and,  when  advanced 
scholars  can  not  be  controlled  by  these  means,  it  seems  to  us  that  they 
)ught  to  be  turned  over  to  their  parents  for  punishment  or  dismissed 

"rom  school. 
Text  Books. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  nearly  completed  the  change  in  Read- 
ng  books  which  was  recommended  in  our  last  report.  The  good  re- 

sults of  the  change  have  more  than  equalled  our  expectations.  To 
nake  the  series  of  Readers  uniform,  it  is  necessary  that  the  6th  Readers 
should  be  changed  in  two  of  the  largest  schools.  Beyond  this  we 
vould  recommend  no  change  in  text  books  the  coming  year. 

Primary  Schools. 

These  schools  have  been  as  successful  during  the  past  year  as  at  any 
jrevious  time,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover.    But  we  have 
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thought  it  possible  th^it  Object  Teachiiii;-  maybe  employed  more  largely 
in  this  grade  of  school  thaji  heretofore.  This  method  of  teaching  is 

now  very  largel}'  employed  by  educators  iu  the  instruction  of  young 
scholars,  with  excellent  results.  This  method  is  now  employed  by 

most  of  our  teacher-;  to  some  extent,  and  it  may  i)e  tliat  there  is  room 

for  still  further  lmpro\enient  in  the  sisnu;  dirf^ction.  In  one  of  oui- 
schools  it  has  been  the  practice  to  dismiss  tlxj  younger  scholars  '-u  li'-r 
dian  the  regular  time,  au<|,  biras  we  k!to\v,  the  practice  has  not  been 

attended  wids  any  ])ad  results.  It  may  ])ethat  fovv'er  hours  of  confine- 
ment to  tlie  school  rooms  will  be  better  for  our  younger  scholars  gen- 

erally. 

These.  Fellow  Citizens,  are  some  of  the  suggestions  which  we  -would 
present  to  you  for  the  improvement  of  on.r  schools.  En  or(K-r  thai 
these  suggestions  may  ])e  carried  out,  your  ap[)roval  and  co-onoraiiou 
are  necessary  to  a  grea.ter  or  less  extent,  and  we  hopr;  iliat  neither 
will  be  withheld.  Our  most  \  aluable  possessions,  as  a  town,  are  our 

'•hildren,  and  the  most  important  interest  we  are  called  to  provide  for  is 
10  be  found  in  our  schools.  We  trust  that  they  will  receive  at  }'our 
hands  the  care  and  support  wliich  are  their  due. 

Passing  from  a  consideration  of  the  condition  _and  wants  of  ou.r 
school  system,  taken  as  a  whole,  we  would  now  invite  y(ju  to  a  brief 

review  of  the  different  schools.  Vv'e  will  consider  the  schools  in  the 
order  determined  by  the  attendance  of  scholars  in  each  district,  men.- 
tiouhig  first  the  schools  in  the  districts  having  the  largest  attend- 
ance. 

This  school  had  the  same  teacher  throughout  the  year,  Miss  ̂ [.  .V. 
Edwards.  Miss  E.  is  a  teacher  of  ripe  experience,  is  digniiied  in  her 
bearing  as  a  teacher,  and  has  other  elements  essential  to  success  in 
the  government  of  a  school  ;  and  in  this  school  ought  to  have  had 
the  highest  degree  of  success.  As  it  was, we  think  the  highest  usefulness 
of  the  school  was  somewhat  impaired  by  the  conduct  of  a  very  few 
scholars,  to  whom  some  previous  remarks  in  this  report  iitly  apply. 
On  account  of  sickness  there  was  no  public  examination  in  the  Winter 
term.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  tlie  fall  term  was  very  satis- 

factory, as  much  so,  on  the  whole,  as  any  that  we  have  attended  in 
this  school. 



This  scliool,  aiso,  liad  the  same  teacher,  Miss  S.  L.  Bun-,  through 
out  the  year.  Miss  B.  made  herself  at  home  in  the  school-room  and 
iiiMiiifested  a  good  degree  of  skill  in  tiie  ditlicult  work  of  interesting 
and  instructing  yoang  scholars.  She  seeined  to  possess  the  respect 
and  love  of  her  pupils  to  a  marked  degree.  Tiie  examination  at 
the  close  of  the  Fall  term,  proved  that  the  scholars  had  made  good 
progress  during  the  term.  The  school  was  terminated  so  suddenly  in 
tlie  winter  that  there  v/as  no  examination.  From  what  we  are  able 

to  learn.  Miss  B.'s  work  in  the  school  was  creditabh^  to  her  ability  as 
a  teacher  and  satisfactory  to  the  Committee. 

West  G-raiijaamsaj'. 

Tins  school  had  the  same  teacher  through  the  wiiole  year,  Miss  A. 
H.  Allen.  lUiss  A.  taught  this  school  the  last  term  of  last  year,  and 

was  referred  to  as  a  teaclier  in  our  last  report,  so  that  no  mention  o'- 
her  (jualities  is  called  for  in  this  ])h{ce  AVe  will  simplv  say  that 

Miss  A.*s  v>'ork  in  this  school,  during  the  j)ast  year,  has  but  confirmed 
us  in  owv  impression  of  her  litness  for  tiie  work  of  teaching.  Not 
only  has  this  school  made  excellent  progress  in  knowledge,  bet,  so 
far  as  we  know,  there  has  been  a  most  harmonious  state  of  feeling 
between  teacher  and  scholars,  which  promises  much  for  the  success  or 
thisjschool  in  the  future.  The  examinacioa  at  the  end  of  the  Fall  term 
was  higlily  creditable  to  teacher  and  scholars.  The  \Yinter  term  was 
so  broken  up  by  sickness  that  there  was  no  public  examination  ;  but 

•th(3  Committee  took  the  oppoi'tunity  to  make  a  private  examination  into 
the  progress  of  the  school  and  satisfied  themselves  that  it  was  as  good 
as  they  reasonably  could  expect,  under  the  circumstances. 

The  Spring  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  E.  Hall,, 

whose  Jiame,  as  a  teacher,ha3  appeared  in  several  reports  of  this  Coai- 

mittee,  and  always  associated  with  words  of  praise.  Miss  II.'s  work, 
this  term  was  fully  equal  to  that  of  any  other  term.  Her  whole 

heart  was  in  her  Vv'ork,  and  she  found  hei-  reward  in  the  highest  de- 
gree of  success  and  in  tne  uiost  grateful  love  of  her  pu[)ils,  who.  no- 

doubt,  will  cherish  her  memory  always. 
The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  jMiss  A.  O.  Hopkins 

a  teacher  of  ripe  experience,  who  proved  herself  well  adapted  to  the 

work  devoted  to  her  care.    As  a  teacher,  she  is  well  versed  in  expe- 
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(lieiits  for  exciting  the  thought  and  holding  the  nttention  of  young 
scholars.    On  account  of  tJie  aj^parent  danger  of  tlie  scarlet  fever 

this  school  Qnded  in  the  midst  of  tlie  Winter  term,  so  that  it  had  but ' 
one  public  examination  durnig  tlie  year,  the  one  at  the  end  of  tiie 
Fall  term,  which  was  (|uite  satisfactory. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by  Miss  J. 
S.  Bartlett,  the  teacher  who  taught  the  school  during  the  whole  oi 
last  year,  and  wdio  was  noticed  fully  in  our  last  report.  We  will 

simply  say  that  the  school  during  these  terms  was  very  small — almost 
unaccoimtably  so — but  that  the  scholars  wlio  attended  the  school 
made  good  advancement  in  real  mental  discipline. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Scark;  of  Amherst  Col- 
lege. ^Iv.  Searle  was  well  recommended  to  the  Committee,  as  a 

sclioLu-  and  a  gentleman,  and  so  far  as  we  know  possessed  these  qual- 
ities, bat  was  without  experience  in  the  managenient  of  a  public 

school  and  failed  to  exhibit  any  natural  talent  for  such  a  work.  It 

should  be  said,  however,  that  the  school  was  the  largest  and  consiste^^^ 
of  the  oldest  scholars  of  any  in  our  town,  and  would  have  been  a  dif- 
11  cult  school  for  even  an  exjDerienced  teacher.  The  Committee  would 
jiave  secured  an  experienced  female  teacher,  for  the  school  had  lie 
found  it  possible  for  him  to  do  so  and  gratify  the  manifest  wishes  of 
the  majority  of  the  scholars  and  people  of  the  district.  When  their 
desires  became  known  to  him,  it  was  so  near  the  time  for  the  school 

to  begin  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  «lo  otherwise  than  he  did. 
It  should  be  said  in  justice  to  the  scholars  that  they  generally  did  their 
utmost  to  save  the  school  from  being  a  failure,  and  that,  on  the  whole, 

considf^rino"  evervthinii,  it  had  a  fair  dem-ee  of  success. 

enter  Primary. 

This  school  was  favored  with  the  continued  instruction  of  Miss  A. 

F.  Tucker,  who  was  mentioned  m  our  last  report  in  such  terms  of 

praise  that  nothing  need  be  said  of  her  here.  This  school  also  was  termi- 
nated in  the  midst  of  the  term  by  sickness.  Like  the  Grammar  School 

it  was  one  of  the  largest  in  town,  but  until  it  was  broken  up  was 

making  excellent  progress  and  promised  to  be  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful schools  in  town. 
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£a!§>t  Scfiiool. 

This  school  enjoyed  the  labors  of  the  same  teacher,  Miss  M.  C. 

Ilarriss,  through  the  whole  year.  Miss  H.  has  had  an  extended  expe- 
rience, as  a  teacher  in  a  high  order  of  schools,  and  applied  herself 

most  heartily  to  the  work  of  this  school  and  produced  a  marked  im- 
pression upon  all  the  scholars  who  attended  the  school  each  term.  The 

examinations,  at  the  end  of  the  Fall  and  Winter  terms,  were  ^ery  sat- 
isfactory— among  the  best  that  we  have  attended.  We  considered  the 

progress  made  in  Reading  especially  commendable. 

The  Spring  and  Fail  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by  Miss  E.  O. 
Clark.  Miss  C.  was  mentioned  in  our  last  report  in  connection  with 
this  school,  in  terms  of  commendation.  We  think  that  she  did  as  well 

with  the  school  as  any  teacher  could  do.  The  Winter  term  w^as  taught 
by  Miss  E.  S.  Brooks.  Miss  B.  has  had  but  little  experience  in  teach- 

ing, but  devoted  herself  to  the  work  of  the  school  with  considerable 
energy,  and  we  lioj3ed  that  the  examination  at  the  end  of  the  term 
Avould  prove  that  she  had  secured  a  good  degree  of  success.  We  are 

sorry  to  say,  however,  that  the  examination  was  not  very  satisfac- 
tory, though  it  may  have  been  as  good  as  we  ought  to  have  expected, 

considering  the  unambitious  character  of  the  scholars. 

IVoftSa  Sciiooa. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by  Miss  L.  L. 
Keyes,  a  resident  of  the  district.  Miss  K.  taught  in  the  East  School 
one  term  last  year  and  was  noticed  in  our  last  report.  She  seemed  to 
have  the  good  will  and  o-operatiou  of  her  scholars,  and,  so  far  as  we 
know,  did  her  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  interested  in  the  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mits]E.  F.  Reed,  who  has  been 
mentioned  in  previous  reports  in  connection  with  this  school.  We  will 
simply  say  that  we  considered  this  one  of  her  most  successful  schools. 

As  appears  from  the  above  review,  the  proportion  of  schools  that 
have  had  the  same  teacher  through  the  whole  year  is  very  large,  :and 
the  success  of  the  schools  has  been  greatly  promoted  by  this  fact. 

Appended  are  the  usual  Statistical  Reports,  which  we  commend  to 

your  careful  perusal.  In  the  number  of  visits,  those  made  by  the  Su- 
perintendent or  by  friends  at  the  public  examinations,  are  not  included. 
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It  is  possible  that  some  mistakes  maj  have  been  made  in  the  Roll  of 
Honor,  as  we  had  to  gather  the  names,  in  almost  every  case,  from  the 
school  register,  which  fact  exposed  us  to  the  liability  of  mistakes.  We 
liope,  however,  that  all  is  correct, 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HARRIS    COWDREY,  (Chairman),  1 
ELBRIDGE  J.  ROBBINS,  (Clerk),  |  School  Commitiee 
JAMES  TUTTLE,  { 
GEORGE   HARRISS,  f 
JOSEPH   NOTES,  |  Actou. 
JOHN   FLETCHER,  2i>,  J 

F.  P.  WOOD,  Siqin-intcndent  of  Schools. 



1-2 R.OLL  OF  HONOR. 

Several  scholars  in  the  ditiereiit  schools  have  been  absent  or  tardy  only 
once,  and  several  have  not  been  tardy  or  absent  after  they  be.san  to  go  to 
school,  but  did  not  go  Avhen  the  school  began.  We  ̂ vou  d  gladly  mention 
such,  but  cannot  by  our  rules. 

Those  who  liave  not  Those  -who  have  not  Those  who  have  not 
been  absent  or  tardy  been  absent  or  tardy  been  absent  or  tardy 
for  one  term.  for  two  terms.  for  three  terms. 

M.  Louisa  Burr. 
Annie  E.  Jordan, 
Edith  Lewis, 
Jesse  Mitchell, 
Ilattic  Wetherbee, 
Frank  Bulette. 
Frank  Harris, 
(^eorge  Haynes. 
Arthur  Jones, 
Charles  Lewis, 
Willie  S.  Warren. 

South  Grammau. 

Lucy  A.  Jones, 
Etta  C.  Temple. 
Mary  Y.  Phelan. 
Jimmie  Hannon, 
Michael  Ha.nnon. 

South  Peimary 

Gertie  Clark, 
Florence  Fletcher. 
Josie  Hannon, 
Carrie  Hayward, 
Carrie  Shaplev, 
Delia  Wetherbee. 
Fred.  Brown, 
Fred.  Farrar, 
Harry  Fletcher, 
.Irlie  Jackson, 
John  Lynch, 
Charles  Priest. 
Charlie  Worcester, 

Annie  Blanch ard, 
Lottie  Handley, 
Ella  Teele. 
Xellie  White. 
Efiie  Wright, 
l^Usworth  Hapgood. 
(  rcorge  Hutchins, 
Willie  Kelley, 
George  Eobinson, 
Warren  Stevens. 

Mary  Haggerty, 
Emily  Hannon, 

Mary  Jackson,  ' Mary  Knight, 
Eda  Shaplev, 

Edith  Snell." 

Eva  Shaplev. 

West  Grammak. 

Clara  Tuttle. 
Edgar  Hall, 
Freddie  Mead. 
George  Mead, 

Mary  Tuttle. Inez  Wyman, 
Arthur  Bradford. 
Charlie  Hopkins, 
Alphonso  Wyman. 



West  Peimaky. 

('harlie  W.  Foye, (reorgie  D.  Foye, 
Walter  Gardner, 
Klmer  E.  Handley, 
Milly  G.  Handley, 
Freddy  G.  Holden, 
Charles  H.  Morris, 
Charles  B.  Parker, 
f'lesson  J.  Parker, Everett  A.  Richardson, 
Warren  Taylor, 
Frank  A.  Teele. 

Ana  Davis, 
Alma  Forbiish, 
Annie  Hammond, 
Carrie  Jones, 
Simon  Taylor. 

Mary  A.  Blanchard. 
Minnie  R.  Hart, 
Ida  J.  Tuttle, 
Bertie  8.  Wright, 
Fred  W.  Gilmore, 
Willie  P.  Hart, 
David  Kingsley. 

Centre  Gkammak. 

Horace  Tuttle, 
Gillie  Parlin. 

Hattic  A.  Parker, 
Arthur  F.  Blanchard, 
Allie  H.  Gilmore. 
Herbert  Hapgood, 
Bertie  F.  Mead. 

Lizzie  Cummings 
Arvilla  Darling, 
Erminie  Davis, 
Bertha  Fiske, 
Addie  Pike, 
Etta  Tuttle. 
l^lorian  Eiske, Frank  Fiske. 

Abhie  Fiske, 
Bertha  E.  Hosmer, 
Mxon  Ball, 
Carlton  C.  Conant, 
Elbridge  R.  Conant, 
George  H.  Bobbins, 
Frank  E.  Wetherbee, 
Roland  J.  Wetherbee. 

Centre  Primary. 

Carrie  Dunn. 

East  School. 

Bessie  M.  Ball, 
Hattie  R,  Esterbrook 
Mary  D.  Farrar, 
Florence  B.  Perkins, 
Frank  H.  Billings, 
Webster  C.  Bobbins. 

Susie  A.  Batchelder, 
Etta  A.  Esterbrook. 

South-East. 

Emma  A.  Charlow, 
Lester  Fletcher, 
George  E.  Johnson, 
John  L.  Jones, 
Wm.  Maltliouse. 

Estelle  D.  Heath, 
Lizzie  C.  Matthews, 
Emma  A.  Pratt, 
Mattie  C.  Pratt. 
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]SroPvTH  School, 

Annie  Gallagher, 
Lizzie  Ryan, 
IS'ellie  Ryan, Hattie  Smith, 
Willie  Butterfield, 
Elmer  Rouillard, 
Jimmie  Ryan, 
Bertie  Smith, 
George  Smith, 

TABUI.AR  TIEW. 

SCHOOLS. 

Centre, 
West, 
South. 
North, 
East, 
South  East, 

\  Gramiuar, 
I  Frimary, 
{  Grammar, 
)  Primary, 
S  Grammar, 
( Primary. 

Centie. 

We^t. 
South, 
North 
Kast, 
South-East 

(  Grammar, 
I  Primary, \  Grammar, 
}  Primary, 
\  Grammar, 
'(  Primary, 

Ceutre. 

West. 
South. 
North, 
East, 
Sout)h-East, 

^  Grammar, 
}  Primary. 
\  Grammar, 
'(  Primary, C  Grammar, 
I  Primary, 

TK  AC  HERS. 

Spring  Teioi. 
Miss  J.  S.  Bartlett, 
"  A.  E.  Tucker, 
"  A,  H.  Allen, 
"  A.E.Hall, 
"  31.  A.  Edwards, "  S.  L.  Burr, 
"  L.L.Keyes, 
"  M.  C.  Harris?, "  E.O.Clark, 

Totals, 

Fall  Term. 

Miss  J.  S.  Bartlett, 
"   A.  E.  Tucker, 
"  A.  H,  Allen, 
"   O,  A.  Hopkins, 
"   M,  A.  Edwards, 

S.  L,  Burr, 
"   L.  L.  Keyes, 
"   M.  C,  Hsirriss, 

E,  O.Clark, 
Totals, 

Winter  Term. 
Mr.  C,  P.  Searle, 
Miss  A.  E.  Tucker, 

"   A.  H.  Allen, 
O,  A.  Hopkins, 

"   M.  A.  Edwards, 
"    8.  L.  Burr, '«   E.  F.  Reed, 
"   M.  C.  Harriss, 
"   E.  S.  Brooks, 

Totals, 

■>  o 

Total  average  attendanca  during  the  year,  81, 

'J 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

Incidentals  include  brooms,  ink,  chalk,  blackboard  erasers,  cleaniijo 
houses,  repairing  furnace,  sawing  some  wood,  etc.,  etc.  These  items  or 
similar  ones  are  included  untler  this  head  in  every  report. 

^otitli  Selaooi. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  ^G88 
Received  from  the  town  ot  Stow,  10  00 
lialance  from  last  year.  Oo  01 

  $757 

Paid  teachers,  461  40 

for  fuel,  50  34 

care  of  house  and  incidentals  (about  2") 
items.)  34  02 

balance  on  liand,  204  73 

$757  Sir 
Ja:mks  Tuttle,  Committee. 

West  Sckool. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury.  -  $644  88 
Balance  from  last  year.  25  36 

 $670.24 
l\iid  teachers.  534  00 

for  fuel,  69  60 

"    care  of  house,  &c.,  26  50 
Balance  on  hand.  40  14 

  $670  24 

Joseph  Noves,  Committee. 
Ceiater  Sclaooi. 

InilancB  on  hand  and  drawn  from  the  treasury,    ̂ 5640  00 

 $(340  0.0' 
Paid  teachers.  451  00 

for  fuel,  71  26 
care  of  house,  incidentals,  &c..  32  0-) 

Cash  on  hand,  85  71 

  $640  00' 
Hakuts  Cowdrky,  Committee, 



u; 
East  ScSiooS. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $21)8  '34 
Balance  from  last  year,  7  91 

Paid  to  teacher,  228  25 

for  fuel,  and  drawing  and  preparing*  57  41 
care  of  house,  &c.,  14  42 

Balance  on  hand,  0  14 
_  ^$30(3  25 

E.  J.  RoHJUN^;,  CoiiDinttee. 
*  Ihere  are  two  tons  of  coal  on  hand. 

Soiitlieasf  ^choot. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury.  $255  8(> 

Balance  from  last  year,  8  8.'j 
 $2r>4  r,;( 

Paid  teachers,  234  00 

for  fuel,  ^2CK00 
care  of  hoMse,  &c.  9  G7 

Balance  on  hand,  1  02 
 <;2i;4  iV.) 

John  Fj^etciif;!?,  2d,  Committee. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $263  86  . 
Balance  from  last  year,  ]  60 .■S205  4() 

Paid  teachers,  229  00 
for  fuel,  20  00 

care  of  house,  &c.,  11  12 
Balance  on  hand.  5  34 

  $265  46 

George  PIahkiss,  Committee. 

\  Amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town,  $2,500  OO 
Income  from  the  State  school  fund,  219  05 

Dog  fund,  167  01 

Total,  ■  $2,886  06 Number  of  children  reported  by  the  assessors,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen,  281. 

Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar,  $8  <S9^. 



REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS 

■y 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FRO;'/l 

Februarv  'i*!,  LsTT),  to  Febrii;in'  2n.  I^Tii, 
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MARRIAGIES,  BIKTH8  AND  DEATHS  IK  1875, 

ALSO,  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

ACTON: 

Printed  at  the  Office  of  tjie  TATiiTOT,  So.  Acrox. 
1876. 



Selectmen's  Report. 

Appi'opriatlosis  aiecl  Receipts. 
Unexpended  balance  of  last  year, 

^O,u0'±  DO Regular  Town  Grant, 
<l  OOfi  HA ;;,UUU  UU 

Town  Grant  for  Schd'ols, Z,OUU  UU 
Town  Grant  for  Highways, Z,UUU  UU 
(Overlay  on  Taxes, 
Corporation  Tax, 

0f)O  Ud 

National  Bank  Tax, 
417  08 

State  Aid  to  Jan.  1,1875, 232  00 

State  School  Fund, 206  35 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 23  00 

Wooodlawn  Cemetery, 36  00 

Dog  Fund, 190  08 
Use  of  Town  Hall  and  Cellar, 63  00 
State  Tax, 

1,580  00 County  Tax, 
J, 013  62 C.  N.  McLean,  for  Stone, 20  00 

Insurance  Dividend, 18  15 
Liquor  Licenses, 400  00 
Bowker  Fund, 

^  72  00 

Cash  of  Charles  E.  Miller, 750  00 
44     4.  phineas  Puffer, 500  00 
*•     "  John  F.  Nichols, 500  00 

"     "  Middlesex  Institution  for  Savings, 3,500  00 

Expenditures. 
SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  James  Tuttle,  South  District, $688  38 
Joseph  Noyes,  West 644  88 

Daniel  Tuttle,  Centre 640  00 
Daniel  Harris,  East 298  34 
John  Fletcher,  2d,  South  East  District, 255  86 
J.  W.  Loker,  North  District, 263  86 

Repairs  on  Sciiool  Houses. 

Paid  James  Tuttle,  South  District,  SI 2  66 
Joseph  Noyes,  West  10  25 
Daniel  Tuttle  &  H.  Cowdry.  Centre  District,  42  21 
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Paid  Daniel  Harris,  East  District,  $6  98 
James  Tuttle,  incidentals  for  South  District,  16  30 
Joseph  Noyes,  incidentals  for  West  District,  12  09 

Repairs  on  Hig:liway§, 

Paid  F.  II.  Whitcomb,  breaking  roads,  187o, 

George  11.  Harris,     "         "  '* 
Charles  AVheeler,       "  " 
Abram  II.  Jones,       "         "  " 

$15  00 5  70 
oG  25 )Vi>  80 

Ke^iiU&r  Higliway  Work. 
Paid  Charles  Wheeler,  $1,U0  9G 

Abram  11.  Jones,  003  28 
Abram  II.  Jones,  Brown  Ilill,  2G7  94 

By  Order  of  Coiiaty  Commissioners. 

Paid  Charles  Wheeler,  road  in  West  Acton, 

Books  and  Printing:. 

Paid  posters,  man  and  wife  wanted  to  take  charge 
of  Town  Farm, 

$1 

50 

500  Assessorb'  Schedules  of  Valuation, 
7 

00 

Warrants, 10 
50 

500  Selectmen's  Reports, 
14 00 

500  Town 66 
00 

GGO  Valuation  " 
100 00 

Desk  Books  for  North  School, 3 99 
"        u       u  ̂ Yest  u 2 92 "  East 3 37 

"  Center  " 6 
29 

J.  PI  Cutter,  tax  book, 2 00 

Support  o£  Poor. 

Paid  J.  E.  Cutter,  deficiency  on  Town  Farm  as 
per  rej:>ort  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to 
April  1,  1875. 

$945 
70 

Coffin  for  John  D.  Whitney, 13 00 

Supplies      "  " 4 
15 Sarah  B.  Childs, 

16 49 

Patrick  Sullivan, 
14 

25 George  Curtin, 26 
00 

Sarah  Hunt,  1 30 00 
John  H.  Whitney,  supplies  and  burial 

expenses, 
125 

93 Abel  W.  Jones,  to  Oct.  1,  1875, 137 
50 

$99  49 

SI  12  75 

S2,322  18 

$1,490  3 1 

$217  57 



Paid  Martin  Pike,  $S  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  journey  to  Waltliam  respect- 

ing J.  H.  Whitney,  2  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  journey  to  Watertown,  respect- 

ing Samuel  Bacon,  2  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  journey  to  y/estforcl,  respect- 

ing Joseph  ̂ Miitney,  1  50 

Paid  11.  J.  llapgood,  $400  00 
Josiah  Dow.  600  00 
Geo.  W.  Gate..  200  00 
John  Grimes,  ;3lD0  00 

D.  J.  Witheibec.                          '       1,2000  00 
Ebenezer  Conaur,     •  2;000  00 
Isaac  Reed,  1,200  00 
J.  W.  Livermore,  600  00 
Luther  (Jonant,  1,000  00 
J.  E.  Billings,  200  00 

State  Aid. 

Paid  Kattic  W.  AVilder.  $14  00 
Rebecca  C.  Wright.  48  00 
A.  R.  Summer,  3  00 
Geo.  W.  Sawyer,  21  00 
Richard  II.  L.  Talcott,  30  00 
Maria  Elu,  44,00 

$i,32G  52 

$7,700  00 

41M)  00 

Cemetery  Sxpeuse;^. 

Paid  Martin  Pike,  ̂ V^oodl^wn  Cemetery,  95 
William  D.  Tuttle.                    "  2  00 
Gate  hinges.  78 
Work  oil  trees.  1  80 
Irons  for  posts.  40 
Trees  and  expenses,  13  75 
Charles  llanscom,  1  60 
Gilman  Pickens,  2  20 
Luke  Tuttle,  0  80 
Watering  trees,  1  00 
Elbridge  Robbins  for  land,  3  50 
Eisk  &  Spaulding,  sign,  15  25 

"         painting  sign.  6  05 
Staking  lots,                       "  2  Co William  B.  Davis,  sign  and  painting.  4  4  1 
^Fr.  Pike,  setting  post.  5  0 



l\ii<l  J.  E.  Reed  for  post,  50 
L.  U.  Holt  for  pump,  J>5  00 
Fainting  and  lettering  gates,  3It.  Hope 
Cemetery,  o  00 

^Moving  the  Rowell  family,  7  00 
John  Fletcher,  2d,  setting  lie  rings,  1  50 
( Jrass  seed,  50 
W.  W.  Worster,  50 
.1.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  acknowledging  deeds,  1  00 
Bedding  up  20  lots  and  removing  roots,  50  00 
Clearing  avenues,  22  00 
One  pump  and  pipe,  23  28 
Box  for  pump,  08 
J.  Holt  for  air  chamber  and  setting  same,  '>  75 
F.  Stone,  1  00 
Di^Sfing  and  stonini^  well,  22  00 

Town  Ollicei's. 
Faid  F.  F.  Wood,  Superintendent  of  schools,  >?00  00 

Fhineas  Wetherbee,  taking  inventory,  mak- 
ing and  copying  taxes,  also  copying  valu- 

ation and  taxes  for  printing,  A\  25 
William  D.  Tuttle,  taking  inventory  and 

making  taxes,  28  70 
Services  as  Town  Clerk  and  making  report,  25  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  collecting  taxes,  70  00 
James  E.  Billings,  services  as  Selectman,-  G2  00 
lliram  J.  Ilapgood,  services  as  Selectman,  50  00 
Frank  H.  Whitcomb,  services  as  Selectman,  40  00 

Paid  G.  A.  Somerby,  Brooks  case,  .'^:'100  00 
Printing  briefs,  7  50 
G.  A.  Somerby,  Feed  case,  400  00 
Fi-intmg  briefs,  5  00 
Clerk  of  Court  for  copies,  24  00 

N.  B.  Bryant,  A.  W.  Jones'  case,  25  00 
W.  W.  Davis,                  "  G  00 
Daniel  Tuttle,                  "  8  00 
AVitnesses,  Reed  case,  239  00 

liewsiviis. 

Faid  Finder  &  Harris,  J^250  00 
Spalding  &  Taggart,  200  00 
E.  F.  Brown,  50  00 

S200  10 

$406  95 

$814  50 

$500  eo 
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Ceiiteuuial  Celebration. 

Paid  Luther  Conant,  Car  Fares,  $41  45 

Music,  '                   196  25 
Cleaniug  guus,  20  00 
Opening  hall,  10  00 
Dinner  tickets,  192  00 

Uniforms,      ̂   283  25 
Flags  and  banners,  37  00 
Home  celebration,  ,                  29  46 
Printing,  express  and  freight,  13  75 
Team  and  driver,  7  00 
Use  of  equipments,  12  25 

Interest  on  Note«$. 

.             ctl-Ll  ej  •  A  JLclj  Ji^UUv  I , "        42  00 

Tjiithpr  T>illino''i 54  04 

•Tr»nQC   T\'  TPntn;^->"\' tHJlj<x&   jLV.   X  lltliL  \  . 45  50 
126  56 

•Tnlm  f-inlrl^inifb 162  50 
1  7  3K 
24  50 

X                  X  Uiiei  . on 
IS  90 J.  O  A-\f 

Isaac  lieed. 110  60 
Luther  Conant, 111  00 
Frederick  Rouillard, 186  60 
Joseph  Barker, 

66  25 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Ilosmer, 70  00 

John  Grimes, 
13  60 

Daniel  Harris,  ̂ 
53  57 

Elizabeth  Hanscoui, 47  60 
Patrick  Farrell, 103  79 
Lewis  RouJlard, 12  70 

Joseph  No  yes. 
13  66 

John  F.  Nicklcs, 39  17 

David  i^I.  Ilandley^ 
196  25 

Jonathan  A.  Piper, 
39  36 

Daniel  J.  Wetherbee. 91  00 

Cyrus  Conant, 147  00 
Calvin  Harris, 

13  00 

Oliver  Whitcomb, 31  97 

J.  W.  Livermore, 52  55 

Simon  Tut  tie, 39  20 
Geo.  Reed, 63  50 
Geo.  H.  Harris, 12  54 

$842  41 



'V 

/ 

Paid  Thomas  F.  Noyes,  $25  25 
Sarah  C.  Noyes^  50  50 
Temporary  loau,  Concord  Bank,  42  88 
John  Wilson.  31  50 

Abatement  ot  Taxes. 

Paid  John  E.  Ciiiter  1872,  S104  2G 

"          "      1873,  328  91 
1874,  63  35 

MiscelEaueoiis. 

Paid  Edward  TutUe,  water  for  Center  Scliool,  $2  50 
Reuben    L.  Reed,  sealing  weights  and 
measures,  20  00 

Daniel  Harris,  pump  for  East  ScLooI,  16  50 
Levi  W.  Stevens,  lumber  and  labor  for 

old  school  house  in  West  Acton,  7  52 

Geo.  W.  Sawyer,  care  of  town  c'ock,  5  8^3 
Repairs  on  clock,  1  85 

"              lamps,  4  15 
Eighteen  p^allons  oil,  $3  34 

Wicks,    ̂                                        .  15 Chimneys,  1  25 

Coal,    *  2  80 
Four  lights  oi  glass,  67 
Setting  glass.  32 
One  broom,  42 
Washino-  fioor,  2  50 o 

>    One  cord  wood,  5  00 
Repairs  on  conductor--  ,  1  65 

Opening  hall  20  times,  '  14  50 
Francis  Jones,  painting  and  lettering 

guide  boards,  31  40 
Waldo  Littlefield,  painting  and  repair- 

ing hearse,  27  60 
John  White,  posts  for  school  house  lot 

fence  North  District,  17  00 
A.  H.  Jones,  2  plates  for  road  scrapers.  13  00 
Lumber  for  railing,  24  92 

Labor,  setting  guide  posts,  *  3  87 F.  Dwight,  attending  funerals  of  44 
persons,  132  00 

F.  Dwight,  removing  bodies  in  Rowell, 

'      Spaulding  &  Fuller  lots,  6  50 Dos  notice,  1  00 

$2,344  3D 

$496  52 
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70 50 

25 15 
80 
45 
00 50 

Paid  Keturniug  51  deaths,  $12 
E.  A.  Gates,  opening  Hall  9  times,  7 
Washing  hall  and  chimneys,  2 
Care  of  clock,  4 
Tolling  bell  for  4  deaths, 
William  D.  Tuttle,  express,  2 
Kunning  line  of  road  in  South  Acton,  5 
Relocating  road  at  West  Acton,  o 
Journey  to  Sudbury,  to  ma,ke  out  election 
returns,  2  00 

Making  plan  of  school  house  lot.  North 
Acton, 

Dog  license  blanks  and  postage. 
Meeting,  Tax  Commissioners, 
Collectmg  and  recording  35  births, 
Recording  52  deaths, 

14  marriages, 
J  .  E.  Cutter,  express, 

discount  on  taxes, 
summoning  20  persons,  to 

take  oath  of  office, 
J.  E.  Billings,  land  and  fencing  school 

house  laud,  East  District, 
Express  and  postage, 
Makino-  and  recordino-  deeds, 
License  Blanks, 

50 
50 
50 

50 

20 
00 50 

98  50 

1 
1 
1 17 

7 

2  50 

82  01 
2  90 
4  65 
2  00 

$1,312  90 
Receipts  troui  Feb.  26, 1875,to  Feb.  20, 1876. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb.  26, 
1875, 

Appropriations  and  Receipts, $8,954  55 
23,789  72 

$32,744  27 Fxpenditures. 

Support  of  Schools, 
Repairs  on  School  Houses, 

S2,791 
32 

99 
49 

"     "  highways. 
112 

75 
Regular  highway  work, 
By  order  of  County  Commissioners, 2,322 

18 

1,490 36 
Rooks  and  printing, 217 

57 

Support  of  poor, 
Town  Debt, 1,326 

52 

7,700 
00 

State  Aid, 190 

00 Cemetery  Expenses, 260 
10 

Town  officers, 406 95 
Law  suits, 814 50 
Interest  on  Town  Debt, 

2,344 

39 

Miscellaneous, 
1,312 

90 
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State  Tax,  $1,580  00 
County  Tax,  1,013  G2 
•Centenuial  Celebration,  842  41 
Rewards,  oOO  00 
Abatement  of  Taxes,  49 G  52 

$25,821 
Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1876,  $6,922 

Town  I>el>f. 

Daniel  Harris,  $819  46 
Elizabeth  Ilanscom,  694  58 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  105  43 
Calvin  Harris,  202  63 
James  A  Billings,  202  63 
Oliver  Whitcomb,  506  41 
J.  K.  Putney,  688  43 
John  Goldsmith,  2,640  08 
Joseph  Barker,  517  16 
Lewis  Rouillard,  204  40 
Joseph  Noyes,  205  16 

Jonathan  A.  l*iper,  205  16 
Luther  Billings.  202  86 
David  M.  Handley,  -:i,044  00 
Simon  Tuttle,  609  00 

Patrick  Farrell,  1,156  90  • 
Joseph  Barker,  502  16 
George  Reed,                                          *.       456  75 
Jonathan  A.  Piper,  404  65 
George  H.  Harris,  200  60 
John  Wilson,  500  66 
Frederick  Rouillard,  2,606  65 
Charles  Morris,  367  09 
Patrick  Farrell,  413  80 
Phineas  Puffer,  2,607  50 
Sarah  C.  Noyes,  801  20 
Thomas  F.  Noyes,  400  60 
M.  P.  Ilosmer,  1,042  00 
•Oliver  W.  Drew,  632  60 
Charles  E.  Miller,  777  75 
Phineas  Puffer,  517  50 
John  F.  Nickels,  511  83 
Middlesex  Institution  for  Savings,  3,550  16 
John  F.  Nickles,  597  32 

"            "  '  608  60 
James  E.  Billiugs,  419  88 

513  00  «si->>^  436 
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AmouLt  due  from  State  Aid,  $230  00 
Estimated  value  of  Old  School  House,  600  00 
Due  from  Town  Treasurer,  6,922  69 

 $7,752  69^ 

Balance  against  the  Town,  $20,683  90 
JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,     (  Selectmen 
HIRAM  J.  HAPGOOD,     \  of 
FRANK  H.  WHITCOMB,  (  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  20,  1870. 

REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE  IX  ACTON. 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1876. 

Ariicles  on  liand  Apa^il  1,  1§76. 

I  Horse,  $150  00  75  bush,  potatoes,  $26  25 
13  Cows,  700  00  50  lbs.  ham.  7  50 
G  1-2  tons  Hay,  130  00  150  lbs.  Poriv,  22  50 
42  barrels,  5  25  11       butter,  3  63 
1200  lbs.  short;^.  13  80  Sal'-  !>ickles,  1  00 
30  fowls,  15  00  10     I  Ions  soap,  1  50 
Grass  seed,  3  50  1-2  bbl.  apples,  1  00 
0  market  boxes.  1  00  3;)  ]bs.  lard,  5  40 

$1,087  33 
Receipts  from  Towei  Farm,  1875. 

Received  for  co'ws,          $142  79  Received  for  lumber,  $3  36- 
poultry,          39  45                    old  iron,  4  82 

milk,          1,121  15                      "  windows,  5  30 
apples,          434  09                    cucumbers,  1  40 
oxen,            105  00                    grease,  1  00 
use  of  oxen,     19  75                    feathers.  1  50 
calves,          113  94                    old  lead,  1  60 
jDork,              67  59                     horse  baiting,  1  00 
potatoes.         10  45                    wood,  43  62 
squash,             8  85                   ̂ berries,  4  00 

e^^s,  8  38  "  -   

$2,139  94 
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Expenses. 

Paid  for  Labor,              $159  00 Saleratus, 

$1 

24 
Flour, G4 

07  . Spices, 

09 

Beans. 7 G7 Crackers. 14 
80 Tobacco, 9 35 

Oil, 

5 09 
Cheese, 11 00 Saltpetre, 

65 

Coffee, 
G4 

Washing  Soda, 2 

00 

Onions, 
81 

Whip, 

37 Sugar, 
3G 

32 
Peas, 

49 
Molasses, 20 

50 
Grass  seed,  millet 

Tea, 8 41 &c.. 

'l6 

86. 

Fish. 11 
99 

Blacksmiths  Bill, 8 

18 Keeping  Cows,  i 
Tin  Ware. 

70 Vinegar, 4 
16 

r) 

GS 
Cloth  and  clothing, 

24 41 !  Nails, 20 Cream  Tartar, 4 
05 Use  of  Bill], G 00 Candles, 

75 

Sweet  Potatoes, GO 
Rice, 

66 

Barrels, 7 55 
Pails, 

$1 

00 Lard, 8 50 Pork  Barrel, 1 
00 Butter, 77 29 Filino;  Saws,  • 1 75 

Hat, 1 G2 
Pump  Box, 85 

Dr.  I-Iutchins  bill, 

7- 

25 Clothes  Pius, 12 
Dr.  Sanders  bil], 10 S5 Caterpillar  Brush, 25 Medicine, 2 

00 

Rosin, 
15 

Kaisius, 1 20 Harrow  Frame, 
50 Basket, 

GO 

Plaster, 50 

Card,  Comb,  brush,  1 
40 

Phosphate, G 

82 

Starcli, 24 
Butchering. 

67 Snuff, 67 Expenses  Ivlarket 
Rope, G2 

ing. 

11 
80 Condition  Powdei 50 Market  boxes, 

■72 

Yeast. 1 12 Cabbaoe  and  tomato 
Blueing,, 

30 

plants. 
1 00 Jug, 

25 
Set  Measures, 1 00 

Matches. 1 70 Oxen,  125 00 
Scraps. 1 00 Cows,  412 50 Salt, 4 93 

Pigs, 47 00 
Soap, 96 

Grain,  516 94 
Box  Greese, 

25 
Cutting  Wood, 

67 
03 

Ilalter,  &c., 1 

20 

Measuring  Wood, 
75 Boots  and  Shoes, G 37 Newspaper, 2 

65 

Tools, 9 80 Coffin  and  Robe  for 
Brooms, 1 15 J.  Hay  den. 13 

00 

Castings  for  Stove 
,  2 0  0 

Yv'ash  Board, 50 
Meat, 131 

75 

Cabbages, 1 

28 
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Expenses. 

Use  of  Plow,        $1  75               MendiDg  Waji^oD,  75 

Freight  bill,              35               Bar  Posts,    ̂   $2  00 Mop  Handle,             33                Stationery,  40 

Lumber,  Nails,  Locks  and  Labor  to  finish  Lockup,  $52  27 
Bedstead  and  Bedding  for  Lockup,  5  75 
Services  of  Asaph  Parlin,  400  00 

"     "  J.  E.  Cutter  as  Overseer,  35  00 
"  J.  Conant,  7  00 

E.  H.  Cutler,  16  00 

$1,989  07 

Total  amount  of  Expenditures,  $2,505  09 
"       "  Receipts,  2,139  94 

Drawn  from  Treasury  to  balance,  $365  15 
Interest  on  Farm,  240  00 

605  15 
Victualing  347  Tramps,  $173  50 

Cost  of  supporting  Poor  on  the  Farm,  431  65 

-  Whole  number  of  persons  exclusive  of  Tramps,  supported  in 
Almshouse,  six;  average  number,  five;  present  number,  four. 

JOHN  E.  CUTTER,  (  Overseers  of 

ELISHA  H.  CUTLER,    "(  Poor. 
Acton,  April  1,  1876. 



TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  FOR  1875. 

Births  ill  Aetoii  in  187.^. 

No.   Date  ol"  IJirtli.        Name  ol"  Child.  Names  oi'  Pareuts. 
1.  Jan.    2,  Mary  Josepliine  Sherry,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Sherry. 
2.  "    14,  Ella  A.  Priest,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Adeline  A.  Priest, 
o.       "    ol,  Julia  Calanan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ellen  Calanan. 
4.  Feb.  15,  Agnes  lledding,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  Pedding. 
5.  Mar.  11,  Edith  Augusta  Flagg,  daughter  of  Isaac  T.  and  Lucy  A. Flagg. 

0.       "    15.  Florence  Horsom  Flagg,  daughter  of  Isaac  Warren  and  Eniinii Flagg. 

7.  "    21,  Ethel  Aita  Olds,  daughter  of  Edv/ard  E.  and  Mary  A.  ( 
8.  April  2,  Carrie  Elizabeth  Taylor,  daughter  of  Moses  Emery  and  Clar:i. 

Taylor. 
0.  20,  Myra  Adelia  Gardnc]-,  (laugher  of  George  and  A^ioletta  V. Gardner. 
10.  May  2-5,  Olive  Medora  ^7heeler,  daughter  of  Sanford  and  Sn>aii  i  ;. 

Wheeler. 
11.  "    24.  Herbert  F.  Kandal!,  son  of  Freeman  L.  and  Amelia  A.  Pan- dall. 
12.  27,  Etta  Poxanua  ILiil,  daughter  of  Delette  II.  ;iud  Sii.-ie  A. Hall. 
l:].       "    27,  Henrietta  Ma^■  Clark,  daughter  of  Herbert  T.  ami  Mii/.i. Clark. 
14.  ••    -'JO,  Arthur  LeUoy  Dole,  son  of  Joseph  Emery  and  Ida  C.  Dole  . 15.  June  <),  George  Franklin  Peirce,  son  of  Frank  G.  and  Posa  Peirce. 
K).  1(),  Ida  Augusta  Hapgood,  daughter  of  Hiram  .J.  and  Augusta  A. 

Hapgood. 
17.  ;]0,  (ieorge  F'rederick  Hurd,  son  of  William  and  Mary  A.  Hurd. IS.    July  12,  Eonora  Connors,  daughter  of  Morris  and  Honora  Connors. 
11).    Aug.  (5,  Harry  Sawyer,  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Kate  Sawyer. 
20.  *'    28,  Pel»ecca  Fletcher  Mullholland,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  M. Ellen  Mullholland. 
21.  Sept.   2,  Charles  Elvin  Smith,  son  of  Henry  31.  and  Abbie  B.  Smith. 
22.  ••    20,  Charlotte  Emily  Conant,  daughter  of  Luther  and  S.  Augusta Con  ant. 
23.  ••    20,  Joseph  Herman  Farrar,  son  of  Abel  and  Dehna  Farrar. 
24.  oO,  Edward  Sheridan,  son  of  James  and  Kate  E.  Sheridan. 
25.  Oct.    7,  La  Roy  Clark  Hanscom,  son  of  Charles  Waldo  and  Susan  L. 

Hanscom, 
2(),       ••    10,  Walter  P.  Sanders,  son  of  J.)r.  Charles  P.  and  Clara  A.  San- 

ders. 
27,  Xov.    7,  Laura  Crenevra  Pyersou,  daughter  of  LePoy  A.  and  i^aura 

Pyerson. 
28.  1<>,  Herman  Lewis  Pnrcell,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  EUeu  Purcell. 
20.           24,  Dfennis  Bradley,  son  of  Dennis  and  iilanuah  Bradley. 
;]0.       '•    20,  JMargaret  Peters,  daugliter  of  Philip  and  Margaret  Peters. 
01.  Doc.  12,  xirthur  Curtis  Pouillard,  so]i  of  George   and  Emma  Etta 

Pouillard. 
02.  "    18.  Jessie  Parker  Wood,  daughter  of  Pev.  I\  P,  and  Abbie  O, Wood. 

••    18,  Michael  May,  son  of  John  and  Julia  May. 
84.  21,  John  Hanaford,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Hanaford. 
35.       "    20.  Grace  IS"oble  Boomer,  daughter  of  John  L.   and  Aruiie  S. Boomer. 

15  Males  and  20  Females. 
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Marriag:es  Recorded  in  Acton  in  1875. 
No.        Date  of  Marriage.  Names  of  Parties  . 
1.  Jan.  12,  Mr.  Philip  Peters  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Maggie  Burke  of  Hav- erhill. 
2.  13,  Mr.  Elliot  D.  Clapp  of  Worcester  and  Miss  Marietta  Prentiss  of 

Acton. 
Feb.  18,  Mr.  Francis  J.  Campbell  of  London  England  and  Miss  Sophia 

Elizabeth  Faulkner  of  Acton. 
4.    Mar.  24,  Mr.  Luke  Kendall  of  Royaltou  Vt.  and  Miss  S.  Eldora  Esta- brook  of  Acton. 
r>.  April  G,  Mr.  Willie  A,  Pickens  of  Acton  and  Miss  Alice  Cox  of  East, 

Dixville,  Me. 
().  15,  Rev.  Ephraini  Hapgood  of  Acton  and  Miss  Catherine  H.  Had- 

ley,  of  Waltham. 
7.  3Iay  19,  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Perkins  of  Lynn  and  Miss  Josephine  Hapgood 

of  Acton. 
8.  June  9,  Mr.  Henry  M.  V.  B.  Whitney  and  Miss  Cora  Fiske  both  of 

Acton. 
0.  "•  2o,  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Flagg  and  Miss  Lottie  C.  Faulkner  both  of  Ac- ton. 
10.  Aug.  IT,  Mr.  James  W.  Wheeler  of  Acton  and  Mrs.  Elvira  Sweatt  of 

Boston'. n.  Nov.  24,  Mr.  Geo.  T.  Knowlton  of  Acton  and  Miss  Clara  Maker  of 
Lowell. 

12.  25,  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Sisson  of  Acton  and  Miss  Helen  Douglass 
of  Windsor  Locks  Conn. 

)o.  Dec.  4,  Mr.  Osha  Knowlton  and  Miss  xil  vena  Burnham  both  of  Ac- ton. 
14.  "    22,  Mr.  Jonathan  P.  Fletcher  and  Miss  Lizzie  Roth  both  of  Acton. 
15.  Mr.  Samuel  Jones  Jr.  of  Acton  and  Miss  Emma  E.  Hayward 

of  Concord. 

Oeatlis  in  Acton  in  1875. 
No.  Date  of  Deatii.  Names  and  ages  of  Deceased. 

Mrs,  Hannah   R.   Burnham,  aged   91  years,  4  months, 
10  days. 

Willie  Edward  Tuttle,  son  of  Horace  and  Arethusa  M. 
Tuttle,  aged  2  months,  27  days. 

Miss  Susie  A.  Potter,  aged  27  y'»!ars,  5  months. 
Mrs.  Laura  Spaulding,  aged  73  years,  3  months,  2  days. 
Erminie  L.  Davis,  daughter  of  Alvin  A.  and  Mary  T.  Davis, 

aged  8  years,  4  months,  17  days. 
Charlie  B.  Parker,  son  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah  H.  Parker, 

aged  8  years,  11  months,  1  day. 
Anna  Maria  Cohollon,  daughter  of  John   and  Margaret 

Cohollon  aged  0  years,''3  mouths,  10  days. Patrick  Cohollon,  sou  of  John  and  Margaret  Cohollon,  aged 
3  years,  10  months,  21  days, 

Mrs.  Mary  Symonds,  wife  of  ().  A.  Symonds,  aged  52  years, 
2  mouths,  6  days. 

Anna  C.  Parker,  daughter  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah  H. 
Parker,  aged  2  years,  4  months,  15  days. 

Grace  Lillian  Hosmer,  daughter  of  Lucius  S.  and  Ella  F. 
Hosmer,  aged  2  years,  3  montlis,  27  days. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  Felian,  aged  24  years,  7  months,  22  days. 
Mrs,  Clarissa  J.  Fletchei',  wife  of  Deacon  John  Fletcher, 

aged  75  years,  5  months,  22  days. 
John  Desmore,  aged  11  years,  5  montlis. 

1. Jan. 
4. 

2. 4. 

o. 10. 
4. 10. 
5. 17. 

0. 19. 

7. 2(i 

8. 28. 

9. a 28. 

10. 30. 

11. Feb. 1. 

12. 5. 
13. 8. 

14. 17. 
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15.  21.    Clarence  Rouillard,  son  of  George  and  Clara  IlouillarJ,  aged 
10  months,  22  days. 

10.    Mar.    2.    Hannah  Redding,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  Redding. 
aged  1  year,  0  months,  0  days. 

17.  *'     5.    Mr.  George  Bywater,  aged  20  yeais,  10  months. 
18.  **    IS.    Ellen    Redding,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  Red- 

ding, aged  0  yeais,  4  months,  10  days. 
19.  "    10.    Jane  Redding,  daughter  of  same,  aged  o  years,  0  months, 25  days. 
20.  April  7.    Mary  Josephine  Sherry,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Sherry, 

aged  3  months,  5  days. 
21.  *'    lo.    Mrs.  Lucretia  Miller,  aged  04  years,  5  months. 
22.  '*    22.    JNIrs.  Mary  Sherry,  aged  7o  years. 
23.  27.    ViV.  Thomas  Darling,  aged  A'.\  years,  1  month,  20  days. 24.  May   ?>.    Mr.  Alden  Fuller,  aged  77  years,  7  months,  7  days. 
25.  4.    Miss  Hattie  M.  Johnson,  aged  20  years,  0  months. 
20.  4.    Myra  Adelia  Gardner,  daughter  of  George  and  Videtta  F. 

Gardner,  aged  14  days. 
27.  "     0.    Dr.  Harris  Cowdrey,  for  nearly  50  years  a  resident  practis- 

ing Physician  of  Acton,  aged  72  years,  S  mouths. 
28.  '*    23.    Mrs.  Marietta  E.  White,  wife  of  Abram  White  and  daugh- ter of  Enoch  and  Emeline  Hall,  aged  34  years,  11  months. 
29.  *'    24.    Mrs.  J-liranda  Barker,  wife  of  Josejih  Barker,  aged  01  years, 0  days. 
«)0.    June  4.    Miss  Lucinda  Flagg,  aged  70  years,  4  months. 
31.       *'    14.    Mr.  Sumner  Cole,  aged  77  years,  2  months,  1  day. 
'M.    July   2.    James  Daily,  sou  of  John  and  Ellen  Daily,  [aged  4  years,  4 4  months.  2  days, 
33.  3.    Margaret  E.  Daily,  daughter  of  same,  aged2  years. 
34.  5.    Mr.  Horace  Tuttle,  age(t-75  years,  3  months. 
35.  11.    Phebe  M.  Folsom,  daughter  of  Benj.  and  Eliza  A.  Fol- 

som,  aged  4  months,  1  day. 
30.  17.    Mr.  Joab  "Hay den,  aged  72  years. 
'-Xl.       "    22.    Mrs.  Tabitha  H.  Wood,  widow  of  Lowell  Wood,  aged  70 years,  3  months,  0  days. 
38.       "    25.    Mr.  Jerry  Lyons,  aged  35  years. 
30.       '*    20.    George  W.  Fay,  son  of  Charles  G,  and  Harriet  M.  Fay, 

aged  3  years,  5  months,  17  days. 
40.  Aug.  15.    Arthur  C.  Hall,  son  of  Woodbury  E.  and  Eliza  A.  Hall, 

aged  5  moiiUis,  11  days. 
41.  *'    20.    Mrs.  Bridget  Wallace,  aged  97  years. 
42.  Sept.   7,    Mr.  Lewis  Beck,  aged  04  years.  0  months,  23  days. 
43.  "    25.  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Bobbins,  wife  of  Elbridge  J.  Bobbins,  aged  33 

years,  2  months,  18  days. 
44.  30,  Miss  Amelia  F.  Perkins,  daughter  of  Isaiah  B.  and  3IaryE. 

Peikins,  aged  20  years,  1  montli,  14  days. 
45.  Oct.  19,  Miss  Ella  F.  Reed,  daughter  of  Benjamin  aiul  Harriet  Reed, 

a^ed  24  years,  0  months,  22  days. 
40.       *'    23,  Mrs.  Lydia  B.  Howe,  aged  82  years. 
47.  28,  Mrs.  Hannah  C.  Aldricb,  aged  84  years,  7  months,  28  days. 
48.  Nov.  20,  Mrs.  Buth  W.  ivichardsou,  aged  74  years,  7  months,  7  days. 
40.    Dec.  17,  Miobael  J.  Sherry,  son  of  John  and  Bridget  Sherry,  aged  5 

years,  2  months,  17  days. 
50.  18,  Mr.  John  Conant,  aged  54  years,  1  montli,  1  day, 
51.  "    31,  Mr.  Obed  Augustus  Symonds,  aged  53  years,  (>  montLis,  23 days. 
52.  July  19,  A  son  of  Edward  C.  and  Louisa  A.  Cuteliff,  aged  1  day. 
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Names  of  Persons  havings  I>og:s  liiceiised  in  1875. 
Name  of  OwiiGv. No NtllllC  or  OwilGl'. 

Stephen  Corliss, 1 Daniel  Harris, 1 
Francis  Hosmer, 1 Daniel  Wetherbee. 1 
Willie  F.  Eicliardson, 1 Daniel  J.  Wetherbee, 1 
Silas  Conant  Jr., 1 j    Charles  Wheeler, 
John  Temple, 
Henry  Brooks, 

1 !    James  E.  Harris, 1 
1 1   John  W.  Eandall, :i 

Luther  Conant, 1 {    Amasa  Knowlton, :i 
John  Fletcher  &  Sons. 1 i    Edwin  Tarbell, 1 
Luke  Tuttle, 1 I    Walter  A.  Gilmore, 1 
Tuttle.s,  Jones  &  Wetherbee. 8 i    Chas.  A.  Harrington 1 
Neil  Currie, 1 1    Horace  Tuttle  2d, 1 
Joseph  Hurd, 1 i    John  Conant, L 
Emerson  F.  Fuller. 1 i    Horace  Tattle, 1 
Levi  Houghton, 1 ,    Daniel  H,  Farrar, 1 

G.  "W.  Knowlton, 1 1    Lewis  Beck. 1 
Aaron  J.  Fletcher, 1 

j    Augustus  Fletcher, 1 
Alfred  W.  Gardner, 

,  1 

i    James  Hannon, t 
Joseph  Pveed, 1 

j    MarthaD.  Ball. 
1 

James  Vv'aklron, 
1 !    Moses  Taylor, 1 

AYilliam  Hurd, 1 Charles  Morri>. J 
Francis  D wight. 1 Lsaac  Eeed, 1 
Emery  D.  Lothrop, 1 Charles  E.  Teel, 1 
Charles  J.Willis, 1 Henry  Shapley, 

George  E.  Keyes, 
1 

Wm.  W.  Wooster. 1 1 
George  E.  Priest, 1 James  F.  Jones, 1 
ElbridaeEobbins, 2 M,  C.  Bennett, 1 
iM.  C.  Estabrook, I .'os.  E.  Bassett, 

Xahuni  C.  Eeed, 
1 

E.  J.  Eobbins, 1 1 
Josiah  Piper, 1 Francis  Pratt. 1 
Willie  E.  Wood. 1 S.  Taylor  Fletcher, 1 
Jairus  C.  Wheeler. 1 Henry  M.  Soiith, 1 
John  Daily. 2 John  W.  Charter, 1 
Alonzo  L.  Tuttle, 1 Luther  E.  Forbush, 

2^ 

Aaron  S.  Fletcher, 2 Geo.  W.  Liverniore, 1 
George  Conant, 1 W.  E.  Faulkner, 1 
H.  Waldo  Tuttle, 1 Henry  M.  Potter, 1 
John  Fletcher  LM, I Isaac  Barker, 1 
Aaron  C.  Handley, 1 John  Grimes, 1 
Geo.  Y.  Mead, 

1  , Wm.  H.  Tufts, 1 
A.  &  0.  W.  Mead, 1 Allen  Smith, 1 
Elnathan  Jones, 1 Francis  Eobbins, \ 
Lucius  S.  Hosmer, 

1  ' 

James  Morris, 1 
Daniel  Tuttle, 

1  1 
Frank  M.  Lund, 1 

Geo,  C.  Conant, 1  1 George  C.  Wright, 1 
Oscar  E.  Preston, Patrick  Eedding, 1 
A.  B.  Brown, James  E.  Eichardson, 1 
Elwvn  Whitcomb, 
Total  100.         04  Males  0  Females.         Amount  of  Licenses, 

$218. Since  making  return  to  County  Treasurer  M.  A.  Snell  has  paid  85  for'] female  dog. 
WM.  D.  TUTTLE, 

ToAvx  Cleiuc  of  Acto.v. 
Acton,  March  15,  ISTf'. 
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I^EPORT. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton. 

We  the  undersigned,  your  School  Committee,  having 
discharged  the  duties  of  our  trust  to  the  best  of  our  ability, 
respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  re- 

port : 

As  we  survey  the  past  year's  operations  of  our  schools 
we  feel  that  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  you  upon  the 
vitality  and  good  degree  of  prosperity  which  have  charac- 

terized this  most  important  interest.  None  of  our  schools 

have  been  materiall}^  disturbed  b}^  sickness,  so  that  the}' 
have  been  able  to  make  up  to  some  extent,  what  was  lost 
by  reason  of  a  prevailing  epidemic  last  winter. 

In  most  cases  we  have  been  able  to  secure  experienced 
teachers,  and  with  hardly  an  exception  have  been  favored 
with  teachers  of  excellent  ability.  The  number  of  schools 
which  have  had  the  same  teacher  through  the  year  is 
larger  than  usual,  and,  as  the  teachers  have  been  efficient, 
this  fact  has  secured  a  uniformity  of  system  and  discipline 
which  has  been  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  schools. 
During  the  past  year  we  have  had  more  than  the  usual 
number  of  teachers  who  have  insisted  upon  good  order, 
which  promises  well  for  the  morale  of  our  schools  in  future 
terms.  More  than  the  usual  number  of  cases  of  discipline 
have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee,  but  we 
are  convinced  this  has  not  been  for  the  reason  that 

there  has  been  more  insubordinate  conduct,  but  rather  be- 
cause teachers  have  been  more  disposed  to  enforce  the 

rules  of  a  healthy  discipline,  even  at  the  risk  of  having  it 
said  that  there  was  trouble  in  school.  It  ought  not  to  be 

expected  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  chil- 
dren and  youth  will  be  kept  in  order  during,  a  whole  year 

without  some  prominent  cases  of  discipline.  We  think  that 
the  order  of  any  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  will 
compare  favorably  with  the  order  of  any  of  the  large 
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families  in  town,  however  well  they  may  be 
regulated,  and  this  is  all  that  can  be  reasonably 
expected  ;  as  there  are  jars  at  times  in  every  large  family, 
.so  it  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  there  are 
vsome  jars  in  the  discipline  of  our  large  schools,  and  that 
the  jars  should  be  sufficiently  severe  at  times  to  shake  some 
discordant  and  irreconcilable  elements  out.  Considering 
everything,  we  feel  that  the  order  of  our  schools  during 
the  past  year  has  been  far  above  the  average,  though  this 
result  has  been  reached  by  means  of  some  severe  effort. 

Not  only  has  the  discipline  of  our  schools  been  commen- 
dable, during  the  period  we  are  now  reporting,  but  the 

progress  of  the  scholars  in  a  practical  knowledge  of  their 
studies  has  been  equally  gratifying.  In  all  our  schools, 
save  one,  we  have  had  two  public  examinations,  during 
the  year,  which  were  largely  attended  by  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  scholars  and  were  very  gratifying  to  those 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  schools. 

Passing  from  a  general  survey  of  our  schools  we  beg 
leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  few  points  with  reference 
to  which  there  may  be  room  for  improvement  in  the  future. 

The  injluence  of  our  schools  7tpon\  the  character  of 
the  Scholars, 

Your  Committee,  during  the  past  year,  have  endeavored 
to  protect  the  scholars  from  the  vicious  influences  which 
-sometimes  pervade  public  schools.  Certain  things  which 
have  come  to  our  notice  have  impressed  us  with  the  im- 

portance of  vigilance  in  this  particular ;  but  in  order  that 

this  v/ork  may  be  done  most  efficiently,  the  co-operation  of 
the  parents  is  especially  needed.  Objection  is  made  to 
our  system  of  free  schools,  on  the  part  of  some,  on  the 
ground,  that  they  are  open  to  the  danger  now  referred  to. 
But  there  is  no  reason  why  our  schools  can  not  be  so  con- 

ducted, as  to  be  perfectly  free  from  such  an  objection. 
We  hope  if  any  parent  has  reason  to  believe  that  there  are 
vicious  influences  in  a  school,  that  a  feeling  of  delicacy 
will  not  prevent  the  School  committee  being  informed  of 
the  fact,  that  a  proper  remedy  may  be  applied.  The 
moral  character  is  of  too  much  consequence  to  be  exposed 
to  a  danger  of  this  kind. 



Choice  oi'  Studies. 

The  Committee  have  found  it  necessary  in  some  cases  to 
decide  hoAV  many  and  what  studies  should  be  persued  by 
scholars.  vScholars  that  are  not  at  all  ambitious  are  inclin- 

ed io  take  but  few  studies,  and  those  the  ones  they  are  most 
familiar  with,  and  not  being  fully  occupied  are  easily 
tempted  to  be  disorderly,  besides  losing  the  highest  degree 
of  benefit  from  the  school.  In  the  nature  of  the  case,  the 
teaciiers  and  committee  must  be  allowed  to  use  their  discre- 

tion :~  ̂   ■  riiritter,  and  we-  hope  no  parent  will  feel 
that  j  ;       .  iLs.  are  intVinged  upon  h\  such  action. 

.  Text  Books. 

During  the  past  year  Ave  have  made  no  change  in  text 
books.  We  have  introduced  a  few  text  books  into  one 

school,  as  an  experiment  simply.  We  have  been  more 
and  more  impressed  of  late  with  the  necessity  of  introduc- 

ing something,  if  possible,  which  will  render  the  study  ol 
Grammar  and  Analysis  less  irksome  to  our  scholars,  es- 

pecially to  the  younger  portion  of  them.  Our  attention 
has  been  called  to  what  has  seemed  to  us  an  excellent 

and  most  attractive  text  book  upon  that  subject,  viz.  :  March- 

es' Parser  and  Analyzer.  For  the  purpose  of  testing  its  mer- its we  introduced  it  into  one  of  our  schools  and  have  found 
it  so  well  litted  for  its  Avork  that  Ave  Avould  recommend  that  - 
this  book  be  generally  used  in  the  place  of  the  Primary 
Grammars  Avhjch  have  been  used  heretofore. 

Musi€. 

We  have  been  much  gratified  in  visiting  the  schools  to 
note  the  fact  that  in  so  many  of  them  the  good  offices  of 
music  haA'C  been  invoked,  to  relieve  the  otherwise  some- 
Avhat  monotonous  routine  of  school  exercises.  We  have 

become  so  fully  convinced  of  the  good  offices  of  a  proper 
amount  of  singing  in  our  schools  that  we  have  encouraged 
it  as  much  as  possible.  It  would  meet  Avith  our  hearty  ap- 
proA'al  if  arrangements  could  be  made  so  as  to  secure  to 
our  scholars  some  systematic  instruction  in  music,  though 
our  lists  of  studies  are  already  sa  large  that  we  hardly  see 
hoAV  much  instruction  of  this  kind  can  be  imparted  in  the 
schools  without  endangering  the  success  of  the  regular 
studies.    It  has  been  suggested  that  only  teachers  compe- 
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tent  to  teach  music  be  employed.  But  it  will  be  found  that 
teachers  having  that  qualification  and  the  other  qualities 

which  w^e  consider  essential,  and  are  ready  to  be  employed 
at  the  compensation  which  we  feel  able  to  offer  are  vefy 
rare.  A  neighboring  town  sustai^is  a  course  of  singing 
schools  in  a  public  hall,  which  all  the  young  people  of  the 
town  are  permitted  to  attend,  and  it  is  our  impression  that 
for  such  a  town  as  ours,  some  such  course  as  this  wmild  be 

of  greater  benefit  to  the  musical  education  of  our  young 
people  than  any  which  could  be  adopted  in  connection  with 
the  schools.  If  the  town  were  sufliciently  impressed  with^ 
the  importance  of  this  subject  to  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Committee  in  each  of  the  three  principal  villages,  an  amount 
of  money  sufiicient  to  defray  half  of  the  expenses  of  a  sing- 

ing school,  with  the  condition  that  a  similar  amount  should 
be  raised  by  private  subscription,  the  end  would  be  accom- 

plished, and  we  would  have  three  good  courses  of  singing 
schools  in  town  each  year. 

Sympat!iy  waili  TeacBiers. 

In  view  of  the  experience  of  the  past  year  as  well  as  of 

previous  years,  we  feel  moved  to  put  in  a  plea  for  the  man- 
ifestation of  a  more  kindly  sympathy  with  the  teachers,  in 

the  prosecution  of  their  work.  Before  we  pass  severe 
judgments  upon  teachers,  let  us  bear  in  mind  the  following 
points  :  That  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  one 
of  arduous  toil.  There  is  hardly  an  occupation  v/hich 
makes  such  severe  drafts  upon  the  nervous  system,  as  that 
in  which  our  teachers  are  engaged.  To  be  sure  they 
are  required  to  be  in  the  school  room  but  six  hours 
each  day,  but  during  these  six  hours  their  mental 
faculties  must  be  constantly  active  to  test  tlie  accu- 

racy of  the  scholars  answers,  their  will  power  must  be 
constantly  on  the  alert  to  preserve  order,  and  at  times  their 
whole  nervous,  not  to  sav  anvthing  about  phvsical  force, 
is  called  into  exercise  to  administer  necessary  discipline, 

and  at  the  same  time  thev  are  constantly  under  the  neces- 
sity of  exercising  their  vocal  organs  and  in  almost  all 

cases,  find  it  necessarv  to  exhaust  their  strength  by  being 
upon  their  feet,  that  they  may  the  better  overlook  the 
scholars.  Moreover,  the  ivork  of  the  teacher  carries  with 

it  a  feeling  of  responsibilitv  which  is  always  oppressive 
.and  her  successs  depends  upon  so  many  things,  beyond 
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her  control,  that,  if  anxious  for  success,  she  must  have 
constantly  a  feeling  of  unrest,  and  all  this  exertion  is 
put  forth  for  a  small  compensation — considering  the  small 
part  of  the  3'ear  employed,  for  a  compensation  less  than 
what  is  received  by  servant  girls  and  by  operatives.  In 
view  of  these  things,  do  not  condemn  a  teacher  if  she  some- 

times loses  her  patience,  a  thing  which  most  parents  do 

ever}^  da}'.  Endeavor  to  increase  her  strength  and  effi- 
cienc}'  b}'  the  manifestation  of  an  interest  in  her  work  and 
in  ever}'  possible  way  show  your  appreciation  of  the  efforts 
she  is  making  to  render  to  vour  children  a  service  of  in- 

calculable value.  Had  such  a  course  as  this  been  pursued 
in  one  of  our  districts  during  the  past  year,  the  school 
might  have  been  a  perfect  success,  and  a  finely  educated 
teacher,  well  qualified  for  her  work,  though  of  a  sensitive 
nature,  might  have  been  spared  an  experience  of  abuse 
v/hich  will  cause  her  always  to  have  a  low  opinion  of  hu- 

man nature.  We  do  not  doubt  that  this  teacher  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  her  school  appeared  somewhat  irritable  toward 

some  of  her  scholars,  but  this  was  not  because  she  vv^as 

•naturall}'  lacking  in  patience,  but  because  her  patien'ce 
had  been  utterly  exhausted  by  a  persistent  and  utterly 
unjustifiable  persecution. 

iBiiportaaice  of  omv  Scliool  Work. 

The  duties  of  our  office  during  the  past  year  have  im- 
pressed us  even  more  forcibly  than  we  have  been  impressed 

before  with  the  paramount  importance  of  our  system  of 
Public  Schools.  ' 

It  is  impossible  to  follovv^  the  mental  progress  of  scholars 
fi'om  term  to  term,  and  to  note  their  often  surprising  develop- 

ments in  intellectual  power,  without  feeling  powerfully  im- 
pressed with  the  value  of  this  educational  work,  unassuming 

though  it  be  in  its  pretensions,  as  conducted  by  us.  The 
importance  of  this  interest  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
were  it  in  our  power  to  choose  what  we  will  leave  as  a 
legacy  to  our  children,  true  wisdom  would  dictate  that  we 
should  choose  for  them  an  education  in  preference  to  any- 

thing else.  We  may  bequeath  to  our  children  an  unsullied 
name,  and  they  may  tarnish  it;  we  may  hand  down  to 
them  enormous  wealth,  and  they  may  squander  it,  and  it 
mav  work  their  ruin  :  but  whatever  we  secure  to  them  of 



mental  discipline  and  of  useful  knowledge,  will  be  to  them 
a  lever  of  power  and  an  invaluable  ornament  so  long  as 
they  live. 

Fellow  Citizens :  We  return  to  you  this  trust  with 

which  you  honored  us  and  commend  it  to  your  most  care- 
ful and  generous  consideration.  So  interest  yourselves  in 

this  work  and  appropriate  money  for  its  prosecution  so 

amply  in  this  centennial  year,  when  every  important  inter- 
est throughout  the  land  is  expected  to  revive  and  manifest 

a  new  life,  that  this  may  be  the  case  with  our  free  Public 

Schools,  which,  in  the  past  have  played  such  an  impor- 
tant part  in  making  us,  as  a  nation,  what  we  are. 

Passing  from  the  consideration  of  our  school  system  as 
a  whole,  we  invite  your  attention  to  a  brief  reference  to  each 
school. 

SoiitBi  Grammar. 

This  school  was  taught  by  MissE.  A.  Gordon,  a  teacher 
of  good  judgment,  experienced  in  the  management  of 
schools.  Her  schools  were  the  largest  in  town  and  con- 

tained some  elements  wliich  were  hard  to  control,  so  that 

her  work  each  term  was  very  arduous. 
She  was  firm  and  uniform  in  her  requisitions,  as  regards 

order,  and  did  all  that  any  teacher  could  have  done  in  the 
premises  to  secure  well  ordered  schools.  As  an  instruct- 

or she  was  thorough  and  practical,  and  the  scholars  who 
applied  themselves  to  their  studies  and  endeavored  to  profit 
by  her  instructions  made  a  steady  and  rapid  progress 
throughout  the  year.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  the 

w^inter  term,  was  very  thorough  and  highly  satisfactory  to 
all  interested  in  the  school. 

SowtSi  Pramarj-. 

This  school  was  tauglit  by  Miss  M.  A.  Forbush.  Miss 
F.  had  never  taught  so  large  a  school  before  and  found 

her  work  ver}'  difficult  at  first.  She  had  upon  her  roll  in 
the  spring  term  forty-nine  names,  of  the  youngest  scholars 
in  the  district,  a  number  which  ̂ ^'ould  have  taxed  the  en- 

ergies of  any  teacher ;  Miss  F.  has  a  quick,  nervous  man- 
ner of  speaking  which  made  it  a  little  difficult  for  the 

scholars  to  understand  her,  the  first  term,  so  that  during 
that  term  she  labored  under  some  disadvantages.  The 
Fall  and  Winter  terms,  under  the  management  of  this 
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teacher,  were  successful  to  a  marked  degree.  The  schol- 
ars seemed  to  catch  the  prompt,  animated  manner  of  the 

teacher,  so  that  in  a  given  time,  they  could  take  in  and 
answer  more  questions  correctly  than  any  other  iequal 
number  of  young  scholars  that  we  ever  saw.  We  are 
often  so  severely  tried,  with  the  dilatory  habit  of  scholars 
in  responding  to  questions,  that  we  have  come  to  estimate 
promptness  in  recitation  as  one  of  the  most  desirable  qual- 

ities. The  scholars  in  this  school  were  not  only  prompt 
and  animated,  but  made  excellent  progress  in  the  acquisi- 

tion of  knowledge,  so  that  the  school  was  a  success  in 
ever}^  respect. 

West  OraiiHiiar. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  H.  xVllen,  who  has 
had  charge  of  this  school  nine  terms.  As  we  have  re- 

ferred to  her,  as  a  teacher,  in  two  of  our  annual  reports, 
but  a  brief  reference  to  her  is  demanded  now.  During  a 
part  of  the  year  she  suffered  from  ill  health  and  was  not 

able  to  devote  quite  her  accustomed  energy  to  her  w^ork, 
but  her  school  during  the  year  compared  very  favorably 
with  the  other  schools  in  town.  An  examination  was  had 

at  the  end  of  the  Winter  term,  vv^hich  was  very  creditable 
to  teacher  and  scholars. 

West  Primary. 

This  school  was  taught  b}^  Miss  A.  O.  Hopkins,  who 
has  completed  her  seventh  term  in  this  school.  It  is  some- 

times the  case  that  as  teachers  become  experienced  in 
their  vocation,  they  come  to  look  upon  the  instruction  of  a 
primary  school  as  beneath  their  ability,  as  of  rather  an 
inferior  grade.  But,  we  are  happy  to  say,  this  is  not  the 
case  with  the  teacher  who  has  had  charge  of  this  school 

during  the  past  year.  Her  energetic  manner  and  enthu- 
siasm carries  the  impression  that  she  feels  herself  to  be 

engaged  in  a  most  important  and  responsible  work,  and 
she  has  been  very  successful  in  retaining  the  confidence  of 
the  parents  and  the  love  of  her  scholars.  We  consider 
this  one  of  our  most  successful  schools. 

Center  OraiiiiiBar. 

The  Spring  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  A. 
E.  Tucker  who  has  been  favorably  mentioned  in  our  pre- 
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vious  reports,  as  the  teacher  of  the  primary  school.  Miss 
T.  performed  her  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  interest- 

ed in  the  school,  and  was  offered  the  position  for  another 
term  but  declined. 

The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Rev.  S.  O.  Dyer  of 
Weston.  This  teacher  has  been  educated  for  the  work  of 

teaching  and  is  well  qualified,  though  he  had  not  taught 

for  many  years.  The  school  made  a  fair  degree  of  pro- 
gress under  his  management.  He  did  not  awaken  the  en- 

thusiasm and  arouse  the  ambition  of  the  scholars  quite  to ' 
the  degree  that  we  could  have  desired,  but  we  have  no 
doubt  that,  had  he  continued  in  charge  of  the  school  an- 

other term,  he  would  have  been  successful  to  a  more 
marked  degree.  Having  secured  a  more  lucrative  position, 
in  a  neighboring  town,  he  resigned. 
The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  S.  J.  Flint,  a  teach- 
er of  ripe  experience  and  marked  ability.  For  several 

reasons  this  school  promised  to  be  one  of  the  most  difficult 

in  town  to  manage.  But  Miss  F.  from  the  outset  gave  evi- 
dence of  such  aptitude  for  her  work  and  devoted  herself  to 

it  with  such  marked  ability  and  held  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment with  such  a  firqi  grasp  that  we  consider  her  adminis- 

tration of  the  school  the  most  successful  of  any  in-  the  win- 
ter term,  since  we  have  had  the  oversight  of  the  school. 

The  scholars  showed  their  appreciation  of  her  efforts  to 
promote  their  welfare  by  the  presentation  of  a  fitting  gift, 
at  the  close  of  the  school.  The  examination  was  highly 
creditable  to  teachers  and  scholars. 

Centre  Py^-imary. 

This  school  was  taught  throughout  the  year  by  Miss  S. 

F.  Robbins.  This  was  Miss  R's  first  experience  in  teach- 
ing but  she  devoted  herself  to  her  work  with  such  earn- 

estness of  purpose  and  showed  such  a  love  for  her  pupils' 
and  was  so  patient  with  them  where  patience  was  required, 
that  her  success  as  a  teacher  was  assured  at  the  very  com- 

mencement of  her  work.  The  school  made  a  steady  pro- 
gress in  attainment  throughout  the  year.  The  teacher  has 

proved  herself  ver}-  well  qualified  for  the  instruction  of 
young  scholars,  which  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  teach- 

ers work.  The  scholars  felt  a  personal  attachment  to  the 
teacher  which  made  it  a  pleasant  duty  for  them  to  obey 
her  and  to  receive  the  instruction  which  she  was  ready  to 
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impart.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term 
was  very  satisfactory. 

£a$t  Scliooll. 

This  school  was  favored  with  the  continued  labors  of 

Miss  M.  C. 'Harris.  Miss  H.  devoted  herself  to  her  work 
with  earnestness  of  purpose  and  was  faithful  to  her  trust. 
We  consider  her  one  of  our  most  thorough  and  skillful 
teachers.  In  the  opinion  of  some  of  her  scholars  she  may 
have  seemed  too  strict  in  discipline,  but,  in  our  opinion,  she 
was  none  too  much  so  to  keep  in  subjection  elements  which 
otherwise  would  have  endangered  the  success  of  the  school. 
The  examination  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term  was  exceed- 

ingly severe  and  proved  the  substantial  character  of  the 
work  which  has  been  accomplished  in  the  school. 

North  §cliool. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  E.  F.  Reed,  a 
teacher  who  has  been  most  favorably  rioticed  in  several 
reports  in  connection  with  this  school.  Miss  Reed  was 

obliged  to  close  her  school  prematurely  b}'  reason  of  failing 
health,  and  after  a  lingering  sickness  died.  She  was  earn- 

est and  conscientious  in  her  chosen  work,  and  was  greatl}^ 
beloved  by  all  her  pupils.  We  have  no  doubt  those  who 
were  under  her  instructions  will  cherish  her  memery  and 
Avill  always  feel  the  influence  of  Jier  pure  and  devoted  life. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  L.  A. 
Farnum.  Miss  F.  was  a  resident  of  the  district  and  for 

other  reasons  labored  under  soir.-.  disadvantages  during 
the  first  term,  thoucrh  she  had  a  fair  decree  of  success. 

During  the  v\'inter  term  the  school  made  excellent  progress, 
and  the  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term  was  very 
creditable. 

Soutli  Easl. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught 
by  Miss  K.  M.  Sweeney.  Miss  S.  is  well  qualified  to 
teach  and  showed  herself  disposed  to  apply  herself  most 
earnestly  to  her  work,  but,  through  the  influences  of  causes 
beyond  her  control,  she  failed  to  succeed.  The  Winter 
term  was  taught  by  Miss  H.  F.  Hapgood.  This  was  Miss 

H's  first  experience  in  teaching,  but,  considering  the  dis- 
advantages with  which  she  was  called  to  contend,  she  had 
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a  good  degree  of  success.  On  account  of  removals  from 
this  part  of  the  town,  the  prospective  number  of  scholars 

in  this  school  is  to  be  small,  that  it  may  be,  some  provi- 
sion can  be  made  so  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  a  school 

here  during  more  than  one  term.  Such  an  arrangement 
will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  scholars  and  of  tae  town. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistical  reports.    In  the  num- 
ber of  visits  reported,  neither  the  visits  of  the  Superintend- 
ent nor  those  of  friends  at  the  public  examinations  are  re-  ̂ 

ported. 
Respectfully  Submitted. 

DANIEL  TUTTLE,  (Chairman ) ,  ] 
JONA.  W.  LOKER,  (Clerk),         \  School  ConwiHtcc 
JOSEPH  NOYES,  I  ^ 
JAMES  TUTTLE,  f 
DANIEL  HARRIS,  |  Acton. 
JOHN  FLETCHER,  2nd,  J 

F.  P.  WOOD,  Siifcrhitcudcnt  of  Schools. 



ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Several  scholars  in  the  different  district  have  been  absent  or  tardy  only 
once,  and  several  have  not  been  tardy  or  absent  after  they  began  to  go  to 
school,  but  did  not  go  when  the  school  began.  We  would  gladly  mention 
such,  but  by  our  rules  we  can  not. 

Those  who  have  not 
been  tardy  or  absent 
for  one  term. 

Maiy  I.  Jackson, 
Mary  E.  Haggerty, 
Mary  F.  Fletcher, 
Herbert  O.  Willis, 
Willie  S.  Randall, 
A.  Ernie  Wilbur, 
John  Lvnch. 

Those  who  have  Siot 
been  tardy  or  absent 
for  two  terms. 

Those  who  have  not 
been  tardy  or  absent 
for  three  terms. 

Soutli  Orammar. 

Mary  Phelan, 
Etta  Temple, 
Ella  Clark, 
Henrietta  Sawyer, 
Arlon  Jackson, 
Freddie  Brown, 
Lucie  Jones, 

Carrie  Jones, 
Jessie  Mitchell, 
Ida  Wilder, 
Hiram  Gates, 
Willie  Wilbur. 

Eddie  Pool. 

• 

South  Primary* 

Josie  Hannon, 
Emily  G.  Hannou, 
Eda  F.  Shapley, 

I  Eva  C.  Shapley. !  Carrie  L.  Shapley, 
I  L.  Gerty  Clark. 

Harry  Fletcher. 

West  Oramuiar 

I^mma  Mead, ' Lottie  Richardson, 
Arthur  Bradford, 
Arthur  Blanchard, 
James  Galliers, 
Edgar  Hall, 
Charlie  Hopkins, 
Arthur  Stevens. 

Etta  Hoyi, 
Clara  Tuttle, 
Mary  Tuttle, 
Inez  Wyman, 
Freddie  Holden, 
Willie  Kelley, 
Georgie  Mead. 

Annie  Blanchard, 
Lizzie  Gates, 
Minnie  Hart, 
Hattie  Parker, 
Freddie  Mead. 

We8t  Primary. 

Millie  Handley, 
Eugene  Hall, 
Eddie  Hoar, 
AVillie  Hopkins, 
David  Kingsley, 
Florence  Xoyes, 
Clessoii  Parker, 
Eddie  Parker. 

Fi-eddie  Gilniore, 
Walter  Gardner, 
Willie  Hart, 
Ida  Littlefield, 
Bertie  Mead, 
Ida  Tuttle, 
Frank  Tee). 
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Herbert  Fisk,  j 
Willie  Kingsley, 
Walter  Richardson, 
Willie  Richardson, 
James  Tattle. 

Annie  Hammond, 
Viola  Tuttle. 

Center  Primary. 

Susie  E.  Conant, 
Elbridge  R.  Cod  ant. 
Edith  S.  Dunn, 
Lizzie  M.  Scofield. 
Etta  Tuttle, 
Hattie  Tuttle, 
Harry  L.  Tuttle, 

Georgie  A.  ̂ iniith. Sarah  E.  Hammond. 

£a§t  School. 

Ahua  Forbush, 
William  J.  Moore. 
George  L.  liobbins, 
George  H.  Robbins. 

Carlton  C.  Conant, 
Florence  B.  Perkins, 
Willie  O.  Smith. 

*  
Nortli  Scliool. 

Mary  Daily. 
Elwin  Harris, 
CoraRouillard, 
Willie  Ryan, 
Hattie  Smitli , 
Bertie  Smith, 
Everett  Wayne, 
Carrie  White, 
Sidney  Wliite, 

Willie  Butterfield. Elma  Rouillard, 
James  Ryan, 
Mattie  Smith. 

South  £ast  School. 

Lester  Fletcher, 
Joiiii  Jones, 
Ethel  J.  Mathews. 



TABIJI.AR  VIEW. 

SCHOOLS. 

Center. 
West. 
South. 
North. 
East. 
Soyth  East. 

Grammar, 
Primai-y, Grammar, 
Primary, 
Grammar, 
Primary, 

Center. 
AVest. 
South. 
North. 
East. 
South  East. 

t  Grammar, 
)  Primary, 
\  Grammar, 
(  Primary, Grammar, 
\  Primary, 

Center. 
West. 
South. 
.North. 
East, 
South  East. 

J  Grammar, I  Primary, 
)  Grammar, /  Primary, 
<  Grammar, 
I  Primary, 

TEACHERS. 

Spkixg  Term. 

Miss  A.  E.  Tucker, 
"     S.  F.  Robbins, 
"     A.  H.  Alleu, 
"■     O.  A.  Hopkms, 
"     E.  A.  Gordon, 
'*     31.  A.  Forbush, 
"     E.  F.  Keed, 

M.  C.  Harriss, 
"    K.  M.  Sweeny, 

Totals, 

Fall  Term. 

Rev.  S.  O.  Dyer, 
Miss  S.  F.  Robbins, 
"     A.  H.  Allen, 
"     O.  A.  Howltius, 
"     E.  A.  Gordon, 
*'     M.  A.  Forbush, 
"     L.  A.  Farnum, 
"     M.  C.  Harriss, 
"    K.  M.  Sweeney, 

Totals, 

Winter  Perm. 

Miss  S.  J.  Flint, 
"     S.  F.  Robbins. 
"     A.  H.  .411en, 
"     0.  A.  Hopkins, E.  A.  Gordo.  , 
"     M.  A.  Forbush, 
"     Iv.  A.  Farnum, 
"     M.  C.  Harriss, 

;  o  o 

I  Totals, 

iAg^reprate  I'or  the  year. 

H.  F.  Hapgood,     !  3 

J;3G  00 2o  00 
44  00 40  00 
40  OO 
40  00 32  00 
30  00 30  00 

281 

.$317 

$40  00 27  00 44  00 
40  00 40  00 40  m 
28  00 

.•^6  00 

30  00 

$3-25  00 

$40  00 
32  50 
44  00 
40  00 
40  00 40  o;j 
3()  eo 
40  00 
30  00 

$348  50 

$990  .'jO 

a  ̂  

1^ 

284242  65 

290 

22.2 

is!?) 31.3 
80 
30 42.75 
15.8 
20.9 14.8 

23.0 
29.5 38 

32 
40.6 38.8 

19 
1(5.8 
10.2 

248.8 

29..S 
35.5 35.3 

40 
.38.G 

29.3 15.5 

1!».2 12.5 

255.4!    0  67 
746.85!  13  |ll5 

Total  average  percentage  of  attendancs  during  the  year,  85.4 



FINANCIAL  I\EPOi\T. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $G88  38 
Received  from  town  of  Stow,  16  00 

"       for  grass,  1  50 
Balance  from  last  year,  .  204  73 

$910  61 

Paid  teachers,  ^            $680  00 
for  coal  and  teaming  the  same,  52  49 

"       care  of  house  and  furnace,  47  70 
Balance  on  hand,  130  42 

$910  61 

JAMP:S  TUTTLE,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $644  88 
Balance  from  last  year,  40  14 

Paid  teachers,  $607  00 
for  fuel,  55  00 

*'    "  care  of  house,  &c.,  23  02 

$685  02 

\'j  02 

JOSEPH  NOTES,  Committee. 

CENTER  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $640  00 
Balance        last  year,  88  71 •  $728  71 

Paid  to  teachers,  $546  00 
for  fuel,  57  19 

"    "  care  of  house,  30  00 
"       incidentals,  7  80 

'45alance  on  hand,  87  72 
$728  71 

DANIEL  TUTTLE,  Committee. 
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NORTH  SCHOOL, 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $263  80 
Balance  from  last  year,  5  34 

$269  20 
Paid  to  teachers,  $218  00 

for  fuel,  teaming  it,  &c.,  42  65 
"    "  care  of  house,  &c.,  7  40 

Balance  on  hand,  115 

$260  20 
JONATHAN  AV.  LOKER,  Committee. 
EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasuiy,  $298  34 

Balance   "    last  year,  6  14 
$304  48 

Paid  to  teachers,  $251  45 

"  for  fuel,  and  drawing  and  preparing,  42  08 
"    "  care  of  house,  &c..  10  95   $304  48 

DANIEL  HARRIS,  Committed. 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  S255  86 
Balance        last  year,  1  02 

 $256  86" 

Paid  to  teachers,  $228  00 
"  for  fuel,  18  00 
"    "  care  of  house.  9  25 
incidentals.  1  25 

Balance  on  hand,  38 

$256  86. JOHN  FLETCHER,  2nd,  Committee. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town,  $2,500  00 
Income  from  the  State  School  fund,  206  35 

-      "    Do2  fond,  190  08 

Total,  $2,896  43 

Number  of  children  reported  by  the  assessors  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen,  285. 

Sum  appropriated  by  the  town,  for  each  scholar,  $8  77. 



REPORTS 

OF  TUE 

SELECTMEN  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  ACTON, 

FROM 

FEB.  2G,  1876,  TO  FEB.  26,  1877, 

INCLUDING  THE 

>Iki'ri^.ge^,  Biftl\^  arid  ©ektii)^  ii\  l§^6, 

ALSO,  THE 

Eeport  of  the  School  Committee. 

ACTON : 

Printed  at  the  Office  of  the  Acton  Patriot,  South  Acton. 

1877. 





Selectmen's  Report 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  RECEIPTS. 

Unexpended  balance  of  last  year, 
86,922 

69 

Regular  Town  Grant, 
8,000 

00 
Town  Grant  for  Schools, 

2,500 

00 

Town  Grant  for  Highways, 
2,000 

00 

Overlay  on  Taxes, 
396 55 

Corporation  Tax, 345 
85 

National  Bank  Tax, 416 
62 

State  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1876, 164 
94 

State  School  Fund, 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 

193 
76 

7 00 

Woodlawn  Cemetery, 
60 00 

Dog  Fund, 225 

72 

Use  of  Town  Hall  and  Cellar, 45 12 
State  Tax, 

1,296 
00 

County  Tax, 452 

27 

Liquor  Licenses, 
Cash  of  J.  E.  Billings, 

300 

00 600 00 

^'       James  0.  Faxon, 
450 00 

"    ̂ '  Harriet  Davis, 
500 00 

'-Old  School  House  West  Dist.  630 00 

Old  Iron,  Davis  Monument.^ 60 
Poll  Tax  of  Lewis  Tattle, o 

00 
 $25,509  12 

EXPENDITURES. 

SUPPORT    OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  C.  A.  Harrington,  South  District,  $742  14 
S.  W.  Hopkins,  West  697  33 
Luther  Conant,  Centre  692  31 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  East  323  84 
J.  W.  Loker,  North  323  84 
John  Fletcher,  2nd,  So.  East  Dist  ,140  00 

  %2,919  46 

REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  Joseph  No^yes,  for  repairs  on  School 
house,  West  Dist.  1875  and  1876,  .$4  00 
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Paid  Joseph  Noyes,  incidentals  1875  and 
1876,  West  District,  $14  07 

William  B.  Davis,  for  painting  East 
School  House,  12  00 

William  B.  Davis,  for  Paint  and  Oil,  19  24 
Luther  Conant,  for  one  Stove  and 

repairs  on  two,  for  Centre  District,  42  84 
S.  W.  Hopkins,  West  District,  2 

locks,  1  00 

"  for  repairs  on  School 
House,  3  12 

"      for   r  e  p  a  i  r  s   0  n 
Furnace,  6  25 

"  "      one  Coal  Hod.  85 
C.  A.  Harrington,  for  Stove  and 

and  Pipe  for  So. 
District,  40  00 

"  for  one  Coal  Hod 
and  Shovel,  1  20 

"  "       for  whitewashing 
rooms,  2  75 

BOOKS  AXD  PRINTING. 

Paid  C.  W.  Leach,  500  Selectmen's 
Report, 

816 
00 

500  Town  Reports, 70 
00 (( Warrants, 7 00 

Dog  Notices, 1 
50 

<( Notice  sale  of  School 
House, 1 25 

u Notice  road  to  build. 2 00 
u Blank  Orders, 1 25 

Tax  book  for  J.E. Cutter, 2 
00 

REPAIRS  ON  HIGHWAYS. 

Paid  Aaron  S.  Fletcher,  for  repairing 
stone  bridge  near  Powder  Mills,  8185  00 

J.  E.  Billings,  for  lumber  and  re- 

pairing bridge  near  Wetherbee's Mills.  141  48 

American  Powder  Company,  for 
repairing  washouts,  228  50 

1147  32- 

8101  OO 
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Paid  American  Powder  Company,  for 
temporary  repairs  on  bridge,       $28  21 

Charles  Wheeler,    for  repairing 
washout  near 

C.  N.  McLane's 
Mill,  41  14 

"  near  Andrew 

Hapgood's  house,  27  25 near     J.  W. 

Wheeler's  house,  27  87 
J.  E.  Reed,    lumber  for  new 

bridge  at  Powder  Mills,  93  8] 
A.  H.  Jones,  for  building  new 

bridge  at  Powder 
Mills,  160  06 

"  lumber  for  railings,       8  00 
breaking  roads  in 

April,  1876,  11  81 
"  repairing  roads  in 

Jan.,    Feb.  and 
March,  1876,  21  70 

"  repairing  washouts 
near  the  houses  of 
Luke  Hapgood, 

Cyrus  Hay  ward, 
T.  P.  Sawyer  and 
Cyrus  Barker,  80  01 

Antonie  Bullette,  breaking  roads 
17  hours  in  1875,  3  40 

J.  W.  Wheeler,  for  40  loads  gravel,  1  20 

Luke  Hapgood,  for  187  "  5  61 

REGULAR  HIGHWAY  WORK. 

Paid  Charles  Wheeler,  for  73  1-4  days 
work,  3.00,       8219  75 
for  66  1-4  days 
work,  1.50,  99  37 

James  Waldren,  for  67  1-4  days 
work,  1.50,  100  87 

R.  Williams,  for  69  1-4  davs  work,  103  87 

James  Morris,  for  73  1-2"   "  110  25 

11,065  05 
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Paid  Thos.Clifforcl,  for  9  3-4  days  work,  $14  62 
William  Ryan  (boy)  12  hours,           1  00 
Charles  Leighton,  for  5  1-2  days 

work,                                       8  25 
L.  Bullette,  for  2  days  work,              3  00 
Luther  Conant,  for  2  days  work,        3  00 
Thomas  Owen,        i                        i  5q 

A.  H.  Jones,          i    u     u             3  00 
oxen      I                        2  00 

"       horse  for  1  1-2  days  work,  2  25 
Chas.  Wheeler,  horse,  for  124  3-4 

days  work,           187  12 
"      oxen,  for  63  1-2 

days,  2.00,           127  00 
"                 repairing  tools,          7  94 

  1994  7&' 

DANIEL  WETHERBEE,  SURVEYOR. 

Paid  Silas  Conant,  Jr.,  for  9  days 

work,  1.50,         '  "     $13  50 
Daniel  Harris,  for  6-10  days  work,  90 
Geo.  Ross,  for  5  7-20  8  03 

C.  Hardy,    "  4  1-2        "      "  1.20,5  40 
Abel  Farrar,  for  6  "  1.50,  9  00 
Daniel    Wetherbee     horse,  for 

24  1-20  day  work,  36  07 
J.  E.  BiUings,  for  9  6-10  days  work,  14  40 

  187  3a-' 

ABRAM  H.  JONES,  SURVEYOR. 

work,  3.00, 
Henry  Lewis,  for 

1.50, 

L.  Bullette, 
L.  A.  Jones, 
C.  Fletcher, 

Chas.  Leighton,^' 
Luther  Billings," 
F.  Mann,  " 
E.  N.  Bobbins, 

,  for  72 
8-10  days 

218 40 

54  1-2  days  work, 

81 75 37 55 
5U 

65  1-5 
(I  ii 97 

80 2 a  u 3 
00 3 a  a 4 
50 

2 u  a 3 
00 

2 3 00 
1 u  a 1 50 
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Paid  A.  H.  Jones,  oxen,  for  51  days 
work,  2.00,  $102  00 

horse,  for  79  2-3  days 
work,  1.50,  119  50 

Repairing  Tools,  3  80 
Luther  Billings,  horse,  for  2  days 
work,  3  00 

  8696  75 

BY  ORDER  OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paid  Charles  Wheeler,  for  building 
road  to  North  Acton  depot,       $211  23 

Charles  Wheeler,    for  building 

road  near  A.  Hapgood's.  50  50   1261  73 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  E.  H.  Cutler,  oxen  for  town  farm,  1205  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  deficiency  on  town 

farm,  as  per  report  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  to  April  1,  1876,  365  l5 

E.  H.  Cutler,  for  support  of — 
Nancy  Chaffin,  25  00 
Clara  Wheeler,  116  85 
Sarah  B.  Childs,  20  22 
Sarah  Hunt,  5  00 
Patrick  Sullivan,  7  86 
Ida  Pike,  22  00 
Geo.  E.  Curton,  6  50 
Joseph  Whitney,  2  75 
Geo.  J.  Dole,  1  82 
John  A.  Childs,  2  00 
Mary  A.  Priest,  3  82 

Martin  Pike,              '  5  69 
Trainor  Family,  124  01 

E.  H.  Cutler,  two  journeys  to 
Watertown    respecting  W.  F. 
B.  Whitney,  4  00 

E.  H.  Cutler,  journey  to  Boston, 
respecting  Mary  A.  Priest  and 

others,             '  3  00 E.  H.  Cutler,  journey  to  Concord 
respecting  Mrs.  Trainor,  1  00 
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Paid  Dr.  Isaiah  Hutchins,  for  medical 
attendance  in  Trainor  family,      $29  35 

ITOWN  DEBT: 

Paid  Geo.  S.  Reed,  Note,  $450  00 
eJohn  Goldsmith,  2,500  00 
Phineas  Puffer,  3,000  00 

John   Vilson,     "  500  00 
Oliver  Whitcomb,^'  500  00 
Simon  Tuttle,  "  600  00 
Geo.  Harris,  (endorsed  on  note),     100  00 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  Rebecca  C.  Wright,  $48  00 
Hattie  W.  Wilder,  48  00 
R.  H.  L.  Talcott,  60  00 

CEMETERY  EXPENSES. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  for  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  166  01 

Charles  B.  Stone,  for  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery,  88  86 

LAW  SUITS. 

Paid  G.  A.  Somerbv,  Reed's  case,  Su- 
perior Court,  1310  00 

G.  A.  Somerby,  Reed's  case.  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  190  00 

W.  N.  Mason,  Reed's  case,  Supe- 
rior Court,  250  00 

Geo.  Hayward,  Reed's  case,  Su- 
perior Court,  200  00 

J.  E.  Billings,  ten  journeys  to 
Boston,  for  four  terms  of  court 

in  Reed's  case,  25  00 
H.  J.  Hapgood,  five  journeys  to 

Boston,  in  Reed's  case,  12  50 
Witnesses,  17  50 

8951  02 

87,650  00 

8156  00 

8254  37 

81,005  00 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  F.  P.  Wood,  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  $90  00 

Phineas  Wetherbee,  services  as 
Assessor,  25  00 

Aaron  C.  Handley,  services  as 
Assessor,  1875,  23  50 

Aaron  C.  Handley,  services  as 
Assessor,  1876,  25  00 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Assessor,    25  00 
"  ^'  Town 

Clerk,  including  making  report,     25  00 
R.  L.  Reed,  for  sealing  weights 

and  measures, 
J.  E.  Cutter,  for  collecting  taxes, 

J.  E.  Billings,  services  as  Select- man, 

H.  J.  Hapgood,  services  as  Select- man, 

Frank  H.  Whitcomb,  services  as 
Selectman, 

15  00 
70  00 

67  00 

50  00 

43  00 

INTEREST  ON  NOTES. 

J.  K.  Putney, 40 51 
Charles  Morris, 21 00 

Frederick  Rouillard, 150 00 

George  S.  Reed, 
15 

67 

Middlesex  Institute  for  Savings, 210 00 

John  F.  Nickles, 100 
51 

John  Goldsmith, 148 
33 

Phineas  Puffer, 248 75 

Lewis  Rouillard, 
12 

00 

Elizabeth  Hanscom, 40 
80 

Daniel  Harris, 48 00 
I.  T.  Flagg, 12 

14 

Joseph  Barker, 60 00 

Mary  P.  Hosmer, 
60 

00 

Joseph  Noyes, 12 00 
John  Wilson, 21 

16 

David  M.  Handley, 180 00 
C.  E.  Miller, 

45 00 

J.  E.  Billings, 90 96 

1458  50 
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Paid  Calvin  Harris, 
Jonathan  A.  Piper^ 
Harriet  Davis, 
Luther  BilHngs, 
Patrick  Farrell, 
George  H.  Harris, 
Sarah  C.  Noves. 
T.  F.  Noyes^ 
Ohver  Drew, 

$12  00 
36  1)0 
30  00 
24  00 
93  00 

9  28 
48  00 
24  00 
36  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  H.  M.  Smith,  repairing  town  clock, 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  road  scraper 

and  plate, 
J.  E.  Billings,  adjusting  vane  rod 

on  Town  Hall, 
Damon,  Smith  &  Co.,  expenses 

lightmg  road  while  repairing  bridge 
near  the  Powder  Mills, 

Charles  Wheeler,  grading  around 
North  school  house, 

Charles  Wheeler,  grading  around 
West  school  house, 

F.  M.  Lund,  repairing  Davis  Mon- ument, 

Julian  Tuttle,  repairing  Monument, 

G.  W.  Livermore,  " 
Geo.  E.  Forbush,  " 
Francis  Conant,  " 
For  celebration  July  4th,  1876, 
A.  L.  Brooks,  lumber  for  fence 

around  North  school  house, 
J.  E.  Billings,  labor,  nails  and 

freight  for  same, 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  coal  for  Town Hall, 

Geo.  Stevens  &  Co.,  repairing 
Town  Clock, 

H.  J.  Hapgood,  freight  on  road 
scraper, 

C.  B.  Stone,  making  deed  of  old 
school  house  land, 

$1,829  111 

$1  50 
50  00 

13  35 

5 
00 

67 
10 

86 
18 

8 15 
4 

00 3 15 
6 00 

26 
75 

25 
71 

79 
97 

47 22 

24 
75 

7 55 

2 11 

1 00 
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Paid  Edward  Tuttle,  use  of  pump  for 
Centre  school,  two  years,  $5  00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  discount  on  taxes,Tt),   770  33 
express  on  bundle,  30 

"  key  to  closet  in  Town 
Hall,  25 

"       "       summoning  persons 
to  take  oath  of  office,    3  75 

A.  E.  Gates,  opening  Town  Hall, 
21  times,  14  00 

*•  one  day's  labor  on 
Town  Clock,  1  50 

"  washing  Town  Hall,        2  00 
"  6  lamp  chimneys,  75 

repairs  on  lamps,  65 

"  repairing  clock  in 
Town  Hall,  2  08 

sawing   wood  and 
putting  in  cellar,         1  50 

"  Lime,  10 
tolling  bell  for  4  deaths,  80 

"  taking  care  of  Town 
clock  one  year,         10  00 

W.  D.  Tuttle,  express  on  public 
documents,  2  97 

"  surveying  and  re- 
newing bounds 

of  North  school 
house  lot.  1  00 

postage  jn  election 
returns,  61 

journey  to  Concord 
to  make  out  elec- 

tion certificate,        1  50 

collecting  and  re- 
cording 28  births,  14  00 

"  recording  31  deaths,    5  10 
"  16  marriages,  2  40 

Joseph  Noyes,  damage  to  sleigh,  3  50 
Francis  Dwight,  attending  funerals 

of  26  persons,       78  00 
"        "       making  returns  of 

29  deaths,  7  25 
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Paid  J.  E.  Billings,  journey  to  Boston, 
respecting  State  Aid,i2  50 

^'  stationery  and  postage,  2  75 
express  on  money  to 

pay  note,  1  50 

11,395  58 
Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of 

Feb.  26,  1876,  #6,922  69 
Appropriations  and  Receipts,  18,586  43 

Support  of  Schools,  12,919  46 
Repairs  on  School  Houses,  147  32 

"  Highways,  1,065  05 
Regular  highway  work,  1,778  84 
By  order  of  County  Commissioners,       261  73 
Books  and  Printing,  101  00 
Support  of  Poor,  951  02 
Town  Debt,  7,650  00 
State  Aid,  156  00 
Cemetery  Expenses,  254  37 
Town  Officers,  458  50 
Law  Suits,  1,005  00 
Interest  on  Town  Debt,  1,829  11 
Miscellaneous,  1,395  58 
State  Tax,  1,296  00 
County  do.  452  27 

$25,509  12 

821,721  25 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26, 1877,  $3,787  87 
TOWN   DEBT  NOTES. 

Daniel  Harris,  $819  46 
Elizabeth  Hanscom,  699  72 
Isaac  T.  Flagg,  105  43 
Calvin  Harris,  202  70 
James  A.  Billings,  202  70 
Harriet  Davis,  506  41 
Jonas  K.  Putney,  686  94 
Joseph  Barker,  517  16 
Lewis  Rouillard,  204  40 
Joseph  Noyes,  205  16 
Jonathan  A.  Piper,  205  16 
Luther  Billings,  202  86 
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David  M.  Handlej, 
J.  E.  Billings, 
Patrick  Farrell, 
Joseph  Barker, 
Jonathan  A.  Piper, 
James  0.  Faxon, 
George  H.  Harris, 
Frederick  Rouillard, 
Charles  Morris, 
Sarah  C.  Noyes, 
Thomas  F.  Noyes, 
Mary  P.  Hosmer, 
Oliver  Drew, 
Charles  E.  Miller, 
John  F.  Nickles, 

Middlesex  Institution  for  Savings, 
J.  E.  Billings, 

Patrick  Farrell, 

Amount  due  from  State  Aid, 

"       "  Town  Treasurer, 

$3,046  50 609  00 

1,156  90 502  16 
404  66 
468  00 
100  00 

2,606  66 367  09 
800  00 
400  00 

1,039  33 632  60 
777  75 
514  00 
608  60 
295  88 

3,550  16 
419  88 
512  00 
413  80 

$208  00 
3,787  87 

$24,083  07 

13,995  87 

Balance  against  the  Town,  |20,087  20 

JAMES  E.  BILLINGS,  )  Selectmeo 
HIRAM  J.  HAPGOOD,  }  of 
FRANK  H.  WHITCOMB,  )  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1877. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  and  EXPENDITURES 

AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1st,  1877. 

ARTICLES  IN  HAND  APRIL  1,  1877, 

13  CoAYs,  1650 
1  Horse,  150 
8  tons  Hay,  160 

Meal,  '  1 
50  bush.  Com,  oT 
1000  lbs.  shorts,  7 
Grass  seed,  3 
Nails, 
2  shoats, 
26  hens, 
12  cords  wood  cut  for 

stove, 
Lumber, 
8  market  boxes, 
100  bush,  potatoes, 

00  6  bbls.  apples,  .  $7  50 

00  35  barrels,  '   4  50 00  Turnips,  1  00 
25  20  si^allons  soap,  3  50 
50  68  lbs.  lard,  11  56 
50  3  gallons  boil  cider,  1  50 

24 

60 

16 

1 
80 

50  108  lbs.  ham, 
80  300  lbs.  salt  pork, 
00  Salt  pickles, 
00  Cabbages, 

1-2  bbl.  vinegar, 
00  1-2  bbl.  crackers, 
00  15  lbs.  dried  apples, 
20  Oil, 

00  2  1-4  bush,  barley. 

16  00 
42  00 00 

00 
00 

75 
50 
00 
25 

-SI  ,304  81 

RECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  FARM  1877. 

Received  for  apples,  8278  78  Received  for  use  of 
poultry,      1  25                      wagon,  #1  50 

853  62                   turnips,  50 
32  00                  slabs,         1  00 
13  90                   windows,  60 
180  00                   labor,         1  00 
15  57  Bowker 
6  86                      fund,     12  00 
2  48  Received  from  the  State 

21  48     for  Joel  Stone,         24  00 
6  66   

milk, 
cow, 

potatoes, oxen, 

pork, 
eggs, 
flour, 
calves, 
berries, 

81,153  20 

r 
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EXPENSES. 

labor,          1159  77  Paid  for use  of  horse. 
$4  25 

grain, 348 
9Q 

expenses  mar- 
pigs, 39 on 

keting. 

7 
40 

flour. 64 cultivator. 4 

25 

oxen, 105 \J\J repairing  harness. 
30 

oat  &  rye  meal,  5 07 blacksmith  bilLlO  96 
tea. 1 3 

hintern. O  4 

sugar, ;^4 eawing  lumber, 4 

09 

crackers, 25 46 
castings, 

express  bill. 

2 
iTQeat, 06 

9  K 
<1  il  o  , 

i) 

-17 

keeping  cows. 

63 

00 

crearQ  tartar, 1 yj'J saltpetre. 

97 

butter, 
53 

11 raisens, Oo 

molasses, 11 80 oranges. 97 
salt, 4 

nails, 
1 

pepper. 
24 chocolate, 

lamp  chimneys. 

0') 

1') 
oil, 10 ^x 
tobacco, 4 68 

lime, 

fish. 
() 1(1 

7^^ 
oil  can, 

mustard, 

sage,  _ 
medicine. 

f^O 

tomato  plants. 30 
2 

73 

tacks, 

coffee, 

•JU 

pins, cheese, 10 
36 

seeds. 
1 i\l 

cloth  &  clothing,  o 

87 candles, 
i'i  A 

curtains, 36 

twine, 

dried  a j) pics 2 
brooms, OA 

80 lemons, 

76 phosphate, 12 

98 

ginger, 

10 

shoes. 1 

1  9 

wicks, 
16 

scythes. 2 uu 

cow, 35 
00 

stone, OA use  of  plough, 1 00 soap, 

2 

VM) 

hay, 

(3 

68 onions. 
75 

wTinger, 
6 

00 

saleratus, 1 
36 stove, 

7 

00 

yeast, 56 
lard. 12 

91 

spices, 1 
20 hops. 

25 

snuff. 86 
crockery, 98 

barrels, 40 24 
brick, 

10 

ladders. 

'2 

50 
matches. 

60 

cake  board, 25 

rice. 
75 

cider, 3 
76 

pail, 

28 
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Paid  for  yarn,  ^2  93  Paid  for  coffin  &  robe  for 

filing  saws,  75  Joel  Stone,    813  00" 
repairing  shoes,  1  00  stationery.        1  00 

11,254  02 
E.  Tuttle,  journey  to  Concord,  1  50 

Dr.  ]3arrett's  bill  for  Michael  Murrey,  10  00 
Dr.  Sanders'  "  "  43  00 

"         "    "   Nellie  Batchelor,        8  00 
"  "    "   Joel  Stone,  2  25 
Services  of  N.  S.  Brooks,  387  00  4 

"  E.  H.  Cutler  as  Overseer,  50  00 
John  White,  8  00 
Thomas  P.  Sawyer,   .  3  00 

Total  amount  of  Expenditures,  $1,766  77 
"         "          Receipts,  1,453  20 

Drawn  from  Treasury  to  balance,  ^$343  57 

Interest  on  Farm,  240  00 

•  —m   $553  57' 
Victualing  410  Tramps,  $205  00 

Cost  of  supporting  Poor  on  the  Farm,  $348  57 

Whole  nutober  of  persons,  exclusive  of  Tramps,  supported 

in  Almshouse,  9  ;  average  number,  6  1-3  ;  present  number,  6^ 

ELISHA  H.  CUTLER,     )  Overseers 
JOHN  WHITE,  }  of 

THOMAS  P.  SAWYER,  )     Poor.  ̂ 

Acton,  April  1,  1877. 

3 



17 

TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  FOR  187G. 

Birtflis  in  Acton,  1870. 
No.    Date  of  birtli.  Name  of  child.  Narae^  of  parejit.s. 

I.  Feh.    2,  Frcddio  W'am-ii  Davis,  son  of  Joliii  and  Eliza!)eth  I)a\i:s. 
'2.    Feb.  17,  John  Manion.  son  of  Thomas  ;uid  3Iarv  A.  Manion. 
l\.    Feb.  2:5,  Fred  Loi  inu-  J3al(hvin,  son  of  Loring  C.  and  Ella  fS.  Baldvvlii. 
4.  3Iar.  IS,  Shirley  Edward  Jones,  son  of  William  S.  and  Laura  A.  Jones.  ^ 
.■).    Mar.  25,  Herbert  WilHani  Owens,  son  of  Thomas  P.  and  Eliza  J.  Owejis, 
().    yiav.  2(),  Charles  Edwhi  Xelson,  son  of  Oscar  and  Mary  Ann  Xelsi>n. 
7.    April  IS,  (xeorge  Parker,  son  of  George  L.  and  Fanny  Parkei-. 
5.  >[ay    4,  Elizabeth  Lenore  Forbnsh.  daughter  of  (ieorge  E.  ai\d  Aiini!' 11.  Forbnsh. 
t).  »May    7,  3la])el  Viohi  Mead,  daughter  of  AVHliis  L.  and  Julia  A.  Mead. 
10.     *•    15,  Mary  Josephine  Coulter,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabetli C^oulter.  ..j^ 
II.  ■■    2-1,  AValter  Ex  ert'tt  Smith,  son  of  Allen  and  (^corgiannii  Smith. 
12.     ••    2:],  3lary  EH^mi  ()"\eil,  (Taug'litei-  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  O'Neii. 
r.\.  .]iiuo       Arthur  Eehmd  Staple-^,  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Jsabclla  0. 

Staples. 
14.  Julv  17,  Mary  Catherine  Pai-ker,  daughter  of  Edwin  C.  and  H;innah  H. Parker. 
1.").     ••    2\>.  Cxuy  Preston  ijttlefield.  son  of  Hanson  A,  and  Florence  M. '  Littleheld 
1(>.  Aug.  27,  Ethel  May  Baker,  daughter  of  (leorge  M.  and  Nellie  E.  Baker. 
17.  Aug.  ol,  Ethel  Yi(j^Handley.  daughter  of  }veu!)en  and  Caroline  3f. Hauinfy. 

15.  Sepr.  11,  Bertram  S.  Holt,  son  of  Lor<^nzo  1'.  and  Clara  E.  Holt. 
v.).     '•    19,  Eva  H.  Pandall,  dauahter  of  Freeman  h.  and  Amelia  A".  Kah- 

dall.  '  .  • 
20.  Oct.    7,  Wiimot  Emery  Taylor,  son  of  Moses  Emer>"  and  Clara  TayJor. 
21.  "    •)",  Harry  Dwight  Jonkins.  sou  of  Henry  A.  and^arah  A.  Jenkins. 
22.  Xov.    1.  Arthur  (^ny  Knowlton,  son  of  George  T.  andXjj|i'^i  E.  Knowlton. 
2o.     "     2,  James^Picliardson.  son  of  James  E.  and  Sara"^.  LMchardson. 24.  17,  Cornelftjs  Jose})li  Minehan,  son  of  Patrick  and  Ellen  Minehan. 
25.  Dec.   5,  Arthur  iTrcAv.  son  of  Hiram  L.  and  Eil;i  L.  Drew.  ' 
2(i.  7,  Jessie  Hayward  Jones,  daughter  of  Sainri:'!  Jr.  and  Ennna  E, Jones. 
27.     ••    25,  Wendell  F.  Davis,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Minnie  S.  Davis. 
2S.  ■        :>(),  Charles  Henry  Wilson,  son  of  Eobert  and  ]V[ai-y  Ann  Wilsot;"."' 

*    Males,  19;  females,  9:  total,  28. 
The  ToW'U  Clerk  would  request  anyone  noticing  any  omissions  in  t\v^ 

above  list  to  report  the  same  at  his  ofKce  that  they  may  be  put  upon  record, 

j^Iari'ias^e^  Recorded  in  Acton  in  1870. 
No.    Date  of  marriage.  Names  of  the  parties. 
1.  Jan.   2,  Mr.  Jerome  Dwinelis  and  ̂ [iss  ]SIarv  L.  Davidson,  both  of  Stow. 
2.  4,  Mr.  Herbert  S.  Lane  of  Taunton  and  Miss  Harriet  A.  Harris  of 

Acton. 
o.       "    15,  Mr.  George  E.  Foi'busli  of  Acton  and  Miss  Aiuiie  \l.  Gouiding of  Boston. 
4.  Feb.   2,  Mr.  Robert  AVavne  of  Acton  and  Miss  lAz/Aa  A,  Keni})  of  Rich- 

ford,  Yt. 
5.  April  19, Mr.  Theodore  P.  Coding  of  Sudbury  and  Miss  Ella  F.  Griggs  of 

Acton. 
(J.    May    o,  Mr.  Augustus  B.  Libby  and  Jrliss  Cora  A.  Holbrook,  both  of 

Maynard. 
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7.  July  1,  Mr.  Joliu  Fitzgvriild  and  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Vansten  l)othol'  Acton. 8.  Mr.  George  H,  Watson  of  Maynard  and  Miss  Edith  A.  Knowl- 
ton  of  Acton. 

,'.    Aug.      Mr.  Sidney  E.  Home  of  Watertown  and  Miss  Xelly  H.  Hall  of Acton. 
10.  IT,  Mr,  Augustus  Fletcher  and  Miss  Ida  M.  Hay  ward,  both  of  Acton. 

•',  Jl.  Sept.       Mr,  (rcoi-geAV.  Cheney  of  Acton  and  Miss  Alice  Hughes  of Boston. 

12.  ()ct.        Mr,  Henry  A.  Plari'ison  and  Miss  Lizzie  J.  .Spai-ks.  l»oth  of 
Maynard. 

lo.  2"),  Mr.  (  "liarlesE.  Worcester  of  Concord  and  Miss  Louise  S,  Barker, of  Artoii. 

]4,  Xov.  ;]:),  3L1-.  XoniKiii  Cliapliii  of  Fitchimr-  aad  Miss  Mary  L,  Konians. 
l.").  (1m  :  's  I.  Millv'i'  and  .\[iss  i..'^ Lizzie  Keyes,  lx)th  of  Acton, 

])ec.  l;5.  Ml-,  diaries  (  '.  Wethcrbee  and  Miss  Mary  Ennna  T^M-kins.  both of  Acton. 
I^eaths  iai  Actoii  iii  t8?6. 

No.    Date  of  death.  Names  and  ages  of  the  dec-eased. 
1.    J;ui.    s.  Mi-s,  Sally  ̂ looic,  ii^cd  S2  >-;'ars.  <.)  months,  2;]  days. 

.  2.       •■     S.  ̂ [rs.  Mary  J.  IHiodcs.  a-vd  2.'}  years,  7  months,  4  days. 
•■    in.  Ml-.  Franz  W.  Kuowitoii.  ag.'d  24  years,  :]  months.  IT  ilav  . 

4,       ••    2^5,  :\[rs.  (;har!<)ti:   \\'l!it     agc(i  S-i  y;  ars,  4  months. 
~).  24,  ALr,  Lewis  (;aie>.  .iged  (12  \  eai; .  1  month,  5  days, 
t;.  '         2t),  Mrs.  Fanny  Uln.lgeu.  aged  fiT  \  ears. 
7.  FVb.    S,  A[rs.  Ann  Ma.iTlioiL,-".  a,'j,;'d  4:>  \cai-s,  11  months,  2."'>  day.v. 
^.     ••      12.  Mr^.  Mai  v  .!.  dohiiMin.  a-vd  -k)  veai-s.  10  months,  22  davs. 
i).  !<»,  Lia,  .in  .  ■plii.i,.  Lt  rk.  daughter  of  John  H.  M\  Harriet  H.  Eeek. 

au"d  I  \'ea.i\  1  month,  1!»  days. 
Id.    ••     20,  Mr.  l^  v.en('  \V(_':a;(Mi.  aged  28  years,  10  moiiths,  7  day's. 
U.  Mar.  0,  Mrs.  Mar\  W.  JLai  ris.  wife  of  Mr.  Jolni  L[ari-is,  aged  ()8  years. 

S  inoiitll:-.  'J'i 12.  14,  Mr,  Wiliiam  M  ililiouM-,  aged  years. 
l;l.    •■     oO,  Mrs.  Margiuet  E,  How,  ciged  vears, 
14.  Apr.   «>,  Mrs.  BhAla,  wife  of   Mr.  William  WJieeler.  aged  (io  vears, 

ndays. 
l.",.    ••     L>S,  Mr.  .Joel  11.  Stone,  aged  54  years,  2  months,  (5  days, 
10.  May  lO,  Mr.  Hugh  'i'rainor,  aged  40  years. 
IT.  June  S,  Mrs.  Eliza.  T.  Soi»(  r.  aged  OS  years.  ')  months,  8  days, 

July  l:],  E)-ancis  P..  soo  of  'JJiomas  X,  aiui  Maria  M.  Chase,  died  in 
Jonesb(n-ough,  Tenn.,  aged  S  months,  2o  days, 

li).    ••      IS,  Mr.  Amos  Cutter,  aged  8S  years.  T  moiiths. 
20.  Aug.  1,  Ml-.  (Jliver  W.  Drew,  31.  D,,  aged  T8  years. 
21.  "  Julia  Callehan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ellen  (  ,'allehan,  aged  1 year.  (\  montlis. 
22.  14,  Mr,  Edwin  Hosmer,  aged  52  years. 
2-'5,  Sept.  1,  Mrs.  f]liza,  As  idow  of  Elnathan  Jones,  aged  T!)  years.  1  nn>nth, 2T  days. 
24.  "       0,  Mi  s.  Mary  Collins,  aged  40  years. 
25.  "     1:1,  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Adams,  aged  70  years,  5  months.  IT  days. 
2(».  (3ct.  10,  Elizabeth  F.  Trainor,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Hannah  Trainor. 

aged  4  years,  10  months,  20  days. 
2T.  25,  Pliilip  Fehan,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Fehan,  aged  2  years. 

T  months,  13  days. 
2S.  X"ov.     Elizabeth  M.  Fehan,  daughter  of  J(dm  and  Elizabeth  Fehan.  aged 5  years,  10  months,  22  davs. 

•'      1(),  Mrs.  Susan,  wife  of  Abel  Forbush,  aged  TO  years.  T  months.  10 days. 
oO.  25,  Mr.  Ithainar  Parker,  aged  T8  years. 

Jl.  2S,  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Hobbiiis,"  aged  :]:]  years,  4  months,  18  days. 
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NAMES  OF  PERSONS  HAVING  l)0(iS  LK  ENSED  IN  1876. 

Nair.e  of  Owner.  No. 
Francis  Hosmer,  1 
VVilliain  L.  Mitchell,  1 
TheroQ  F.  Newton,  1 
N"eil  Currie.  I George  V.  ̂ lead,  1 
Luther  Conant,  1 
Martha  D.  Ball,  1 
Henry  Brooks,  i 
\Vm.  S.  Handley,  1 
Henry  Haynes  1 
Willie  F.  Richardson,  1 
Levi  Houghton,  1 
Jas.  E.  Harris,  2 
Edwin  Tarbell,  1 
E.  F.  Fuller,  i 
-Solon  A.  Roobins,  1 
Henry  JShapley,  1 
Francis  Dwisht,  1 
John  W.  Randall,  1 
Ehiathan  Jones,  1 
John  Temple,  1 
Aaron  C.  Handley,  1 
James  Hannon,  1 
H.  Waldo  Tuttle,  1 
Tuttles,  Jones  tV: 
Wetherbee,  2 

Lucius  S.  Flosmer,  1 
George  Conant,  1 
Crcorge  R.  Keyes,  1 
Daniel  Harris,  i 
C.  A.  Harrington,  1 
(ieorge  C.  Conant,  J 
John  W.  Charter,  1 
Jona  P.  Fletcher,  1 
Daniel  Tuttle,  1 
Joseph  Reed,  i 
Aaron  J.  Fletcher,  1 
Daniel  H.  Farrar,  1 
J.  R.  Daniels,  i 

Name  of  Owner.  No. 
Richard  AVillianis,  1 
Hanson  A.  Littletield,  1 
Chas.  W.  Parker,  1 
James  Morris,  1 
W.  E.  Faulkner,  1 
Aaron  S.  Fletcher,  1 
Amasa  M.  Knowlton,  1 
Geo.  W.  Knowlton,  1 
E.  J.  Robbins,  (fern.)  1 
Daniel  W^etherbee,  1 
Daniel  J.  Wetherbee,  1 
Elbiidge  Robbins,  1 
Jas.  R.  Bassett,  1 
Charles  Morris,  1 
L.  M.  Jackson,  (fem.)  1 
D.  W.  Corfey.  1 
W.  \V.  Wooster,  1 
Charles  \Vooster,  1 
George  Gardaer,        .  1 
A.  B.  Brown,  1 
freorge  C.  Wright,  1 
M,  F.  Going,  1 
Oscar  E.  Preston,  1 
James  Waldron.  1 
V.  M.  Lund,  (fem.)  1 
8.  F.  Reed,  1 
F'rank  Marshall,  1 
Edward  O'Xeil,  i J.  W.  Aldrich,  1 
Geo.  A.  Hay  ward,  1 
A.  cfe  ().  W.  Mead.  1 
Henry  Hanson,  1 
Joseph  Wheeler,  1 
8.  Tavlor  Fletcher,  1 
John  Fletcher  &  Sons,  1 
M.  E.  Taylor,  I 
Lucy  Jane  Tuttle,  1 
Henry  M.  Potter,  1 
Warren  E.  Taylor,  J 

Name  of  Owner.  No 
Jas.  E.  Richardson. 

(fem.)                '  i 11.  M.  Beck,  ^  1 A.  L.  Tuttle,  1 
Chas.  Wheeler,  (fem. )  ] 
Henry  M.  Smith,  1 
F.  M.  Sisson,  1 
Reuben  L.  Reed,  1 
Benj.  Hapgood,  1 
Silas  Conant,  Jr.,  1 
Arthur  Pickens,  1 
Josiah  Piper,  1 
Constantine  O'Xeil,  1 
Luke  J.  Robbins, 
(fern.)  1 

Jairus  C.  Wheeler,  1 
Moses  Taylor,  1 
Xahum  C.  lieed,  1 
Herman  A.  Barker,  1 
George  Rouillard.  1 
Emma  C.  Reed.  I 
Walter  A.' Gilmore,  1 Lester  Fletcher,  1 
Augustus  Fietcnor,  1 
Frank  Pratt,  1 
Chas.  D.  Griggs.  1 
Luther  R.  Forbusb,  2 
Lewis  H.  Boucher,  1 
Ellen  Moore,  1 
J.  P.  Rouillard.  1 
F.  Robbins,  (fern.)  1 
F'rank  H.  Harris,  1 
John  WJiite,  (fem. )  1 
Warren  B.  Reed,  1 
Eben  Davis,  1 
Patrick  Redding,  1 

Chas.  E.  Teei,  "  1 Allen  Smith,  1 
M.  A.  Snell,  (fem.)  1 

Males,     1<»S  at  ><2  00.-  8210  00  , 
Females,    i)        5  00,=    45  00 

Total,        117  >-201  m 

WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  Toayn  Clerk. 

Acton,  March  14,  1S77. 





ANNl  Al.  REPORT 

OF  THE 

School  Gommitteei^Town  of  Acton 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR,  ]S7i)-7. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton. 

Your  School  Committee,  having  discharged  the  duties 

assigned  them  by  law,  respectfully  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration the  following  report : 

It  has  been  customary,  in  presenting  the  annual  reports 
of  this  committee,  first  of  all,  to  offer  congratulation  upon 
the  successful  operation  of  the  schools  during  the  period 
embraced  in  the  report,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
time-honored  practice  should  be  departed  from  in  the  pres- 

ent report. 

We  have  endeavored  to  secure  efficient  teachers  by  em- 
ploying only  those  who  had  been  successful  in  other 

schools,  and  were  able  to  present  satisfactory  recommend- 
ations. In  some  cases  the  success  of  teachers  has  not 

realized  our  expectations,  as  it  will  be  the  case  sometimes 
that  a  teacher  will  be  very  successful  in  one  school  and  fail 
in  another. 
We  have  visited  the  schools  from  time  to  time,  and  have 

conducted  two  public  examinations  in  all  the  schools  that 
have  been  in  operation  the  usual  three  terms.  Taking 
everything  into  consideration  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  success  of  our  schools  has  been  as  good  as  reasonably 
could  be  expected. 

But  for  a  more  particular  review  of  the  educational  work 
of  the  town  during  the  past  year,  we  refer  you  to  the  last 
part  of  this  report.  Before  entering  upon  this  review  we 
beg  leave  to  offer  certain  suggestions  with  reference  to  the 
future  management  of  our  schools,  whereby  we  believe 
their  efficiency  can  be  greatly  increased. 



C0-OPERATIO>  OF  PAKEXTS. 

Under  this  head  A\'e  notice,  1st,  the  need  of  the  more  per- 
fect co-operation  and  the  more  cordial  support  of  parents. 

This  is  a  subject  which  has  been  adverted  to  verv  frequent- 
ly in  these  reports,  but  the  experience  of  the  past  vear  im- 

presses upon  us  the  need  of  referring  to  it  ̂ 'et  again.  As 
regards  the  great  majority  of  the  parents  and  citizens  gen- 
eralh',  we  haA  c  no  reason  for  complaint,  but  the  best  of 
reasons  for  commendation.  But  we  are  sorry  to  be  oblig- 

ed to  say  that  there  have  been  some  parents  during  the 

past  A'car  wlio  have  impaired  the  efficiency  of  our  schools 
by  encouraging  their  children  in  their  disobedience  to  the 
regulations  of  the  schools.  Some  parents  seem  to  think 
that  the  government  of  our  schools,  like  the  government  of 
the  town  is  democratic,  in  the  sense  that  the  scholars  have 

the  right  to  determine  what  the  laws  of  the  schools  shall 
be.  But  this  is  an  erroneous  idea  of  tlie  provisions  which 
the  State  has  made  for  the  manao;ement  of  her  schools.  For 

a  parent  to  directh'  interfere  with  the  teachers  discipline  of 
a  scholar  is  as  ruinous  to  the  harmonious  and  successful 

manap'ement  of  a  school  as  it  would  be  detrimental  to 

the  good  order  of  the  familv,  A^'ere  the  mother  to  inter- 
fere with  the  father's  correction  of  the  children.  Par- 
ents :  If  you  think  you  have  grounds  for  complaint, 

as  regards  the  teachers  treatment  of  xouv  children, 

as  you  value  your  children's  good,  do  not  even  hint  the 
idea  to  them,  but  quietly  communicate  vour  convictions  to 

the  teacher  and  seek  an  explanation.  If  you  are  not  satis- 
fied with  the  teachers  views  of  the  case  lay  the  matter  be- 
fore the  committee  and  we  are  satisfied  that  every  cause 

for  complaint  will  be  removed.  Do  not  allow  prejudice  or 

a  partial  view^  of  the  case  to  lead  3'ou  to  make  captious  re- 
marks about  the  teacher  w^hich  will  lower  her  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  scholars.  Do  not  condemn  a  teacher,  as  be- 

ing unfit  for  her  vocation,  until  you  have  visited  the  school 
and  become  satisfied  by  actual  observation,  as  to  her  real 
accomplishments.  It  is  often  the  case  that  the  teacher  who 
is  most  adversely  criticized  outside  appears  to  excellent 
advantage  in  the  school  room.  Remembering  that  no  one 

in  any  vocation  is  perfect,  in  ever}-  respect,  if  the  commit- 
-tee  decides  that  a  certain  teacher  is  better  qualified  for  her 
work  than  anv  other  he  will  be  likelv  to  be  able  to  secure,. 
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acquiesce  in  liis  decision  and  do  vour  utmost  to  contribute 
to  her  success.  If  all  the  parents  in  Acton  would  adopt 
these  principles  and  practice  them,  every  school  would  be 
a  success. 

(  LASSIFK  ATIO>  OF  S(  HOLARS. 

A  second  thing  concerning  which  there  is  an  imperative 

need  ot'  improvement,  is  as  regards  the  classification  of  the 
scholars.  The  laws  of  the  State  reler  this  matter  wholh' 
to  the  committee,  and  we  believe  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools  would  be  greatly  promoted  were  they  to  exercise 
this  authority  to  a  greater  extent. 

Our  scholars  are  always  ambitious  to  press  into  the 
higher  studies  ;  when  lett  to  themselves  they  too  Irequent 
Iv  enter  classes  for  which  thev  are  not  at  all  qualified ;  by 
so  doinp'  thev  o-reatly  increase  the  labors  of  the  teacher, 
impede  the  progress  of  others  really  qualified  for  the  study 
and  fail  of  the  good  which  they  themselves  might  receive 
were  they  in  text  books  suited  to  them. 

This  evil  is  manifest  not  only  as  regards  the  scholar's 
choice  of  particular  studies,  but  also  as  regards  their  pro- 

motion Irom  one  grade  of  text  books  to  another.  This 

difiiculty  is  especially  manifest  in  our  reading  and  arith- 
metic classes.  We  have  six  grades  of  reading  books, 

adapted  to  the  capabilities  of  scholars  from  the  child  in 
the  alphabet  to  the  intelligent  reader  of  the  writings  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  But  it  is 
sometimes  the  case  that  the  period  of  but  little  more  than 
five  years  takes  a  scholar  from  the  first  of  the  series  into 

the  last.  Man}'  parents  and  scholars  seem  to  think  that 
the  passable  pronunciation  of  the  larger  part  of  a  reading 
exercise  is  all  that  is  necessary,  while  as  a  fact,  this  is  on- 

ly a  small  part  of  the  art  of  reading.  Pupils  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  press  from  one  grade  of  reading  books  into 
another  until  they  can  not  only  pronounce  the  words  cor- 

rectly, but  also  give,  at  least  approximately,  a  correct 
expression  to  the  sentiment  of  the  pieces.  Correct  empha- 

sis and  modulation  of  voice  are  as  essential  elements  in 

good  reading  as  the  proper  pronunciation,  a  fact  which 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  by  teachers,  parents  or  scholars. 

The  evil  to  which  we  are  referring  is  also  \'ery  manifest 
as  regards  the  study  of  arithmetic.      Scholars  find  their 
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way  into  written  arithmetic  before  they  have  an  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  mental,  and  enter  the  High  School 
arithmetic  before  they  have  thoroughly  mastered  the  Com- 

mon School.  We  believe  it  would  be  better  for  our  schools 

and  scholars  were  the  High  School  arithmetic  excluded 
altogether,  but  if  we  are  to  have  so  many  grades  of  text 
books,  scholars  ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  rigid  examina- 

tion in  order  to  an  advancement  from  a  lower  to  a  higher 
grade.  Pare  .Us  ought  not  to  insist  upon  the  promotion  of 
their  children  unless  they  are  competent  for  it.  The  intro- 

duction of  a  S3^stem  of  examination  into  our  schools  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  teaching,  and  would  stimu- 

late the  scholars  to  exert  themselves  to  become  lit  for 

promotion. 
If  such  a  system  is  adopted  by  the  committee,  Ave  hope 

it  will  have  your  cordial  support. 

DRAWING  AND  MUSIC. 

During  the  past  year  the  claims  of  art  drawing  and 
music  have  been  urged  upon  our  attention  quite  frequently 
and  we  most  cordially  concur  with  everything  that  has 
been  said  in  favor  of  their  introduction  into  our  common 

schools.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  our  schools  have  been  so 
crowded  with  classes  and  different  branches  of  study,  and 
we  have  seen  so  much  room  for  improvement  as  regards 
the  branches  already  taught,  we  have  been  reluctant  to 
introduce  other  branches.  We  are  aware,  however,  that 

the  importance  of  these  branches  cannot  be  over  esti- 
mated, and  we  will  be  glad  to  find  their  introduction  into 

our  schools  feasible.  For  scholars  to  learn  even  the  first 

principles  of  linear  drawing  will  be  of  untold  advantage 
to  them  in  after  life.  Nicely  graded  drawing  books  are 
now  published  at  a  low  price,  and  such  books  of  instruc- 

tion accompany  them  that  almost  any  teacher  can  learn  to 
impart  instruction  in  drawing  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  success,  though  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  if  all 
our  instructors  could  have  the  benefit  of  the  training  of  a 
good  teacher. 

If  the  committee  decide  to  introduce  drawing  to  some 

degree,  we  hope  the  project  will  have  the  co-operation  of 
all  the  parents. 

Instruction  in  the  art  of  music  is  attended  with  more 
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difficulty,  as  the  ability  to  sing  is  almost  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  order  that  an  instructor  may  be  able  to  teach  this 

branch.  The  generally  received  plan  for  the  most  tho- 
rough teaching  of  this  branch  seems  to  be  to  employ  a 

music  teacher  to  give  instruction  at  appointed  times  in 
each  school  every  week.  The  adoption  of  this  plan  would 
require  a  special  appropriation  of  several  hundred  dollars.  , 

Another  plan  suggests  itself,  which  is  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  prolicient  musicians,  though  not  professional 

teachers,  in  the  different  parts  of  the  town,  to  go  into  the 
schools  near  them  and  impart  to  the  scholars  some  knowl- 

edge of  music,  at  certain  times  set  apart  for  that  purpose. 
If  the  town  will  appropriate  one  hundred  dollars  for  the 
object  we  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  trial  of  the  plan. 

ABSENTEEISM. 

This  evil  is  becoming  more  and  more  prevalent  in  our 

schools,  and  as  we  are  now  situated,  we  have  no  remed}' 
for  it.  It  is  the  dutv  of  every  parent  to  keep  his  children, 

(if  of  a  certain  age,)  in  school  at  least  twenty  weeks  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  each  town  to  pass  such 

laws  as  will  secure  the  fulfillment  of  this  requisition  of 
the  State.  But  as  it  now  is  in  this  town,  there  is  a  very 
large  number  of  children  who  do  not  go  to  school  even 
ten  weeks,  nominally,  and  really  are  absent  much  of  the 
time  when  their  names  are  upon  the  rolls  of  the  schools. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  scholars  in  this  town  who 

leave  school  if  restrained  by  rightful  regulations,  and  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  term  are  lounging  about  the 

streets  or  sitting  in  the  stores  as  truants. 

We  respectfully  recommend  that  the  town  adopt  the  by- 
laws for  the  suppression  of  truancy  which  it  is  within  the 

province  of  the  town  to  enact  for  the  suppression  of  the 
evil  just  referred  to.  We  recommend  that  the  town  adopt 

as  by-laws  for  the  suppression  of  truancy,  something  as 
follows  : 

1.  Any  of  the  persons  described  in  the  first  section  of 

the  "Act  concerning  Truant  Children  and  Absentees  from 
school,"  passed  May  2,  1873,  upon  conviction  of  any  of- 

fence therein  described,  shall  be  committed  to  the  State 

Primar}^  School  at  Monson,  for  such  time,  not  exceeding 
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two  years,  as  such  judge,  justice  or  court  ha^'ing■  jurisdic- tion of  the  same  may  determine. 

'2.  Any  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen,  w  ho 
while  a  member  of  an\^  school,  shall  absent  himself  from 
school.  Avithout  the  consent  of  his  teacher  and  parent  or 
guardian,  shall  be  deemed  a  truant. 

Any  child  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  twelve, 
w  ho  shall  not  attend  some  public  school  or  suitable  institu- 

tion of  instruction  at  least  twent}'  weeks  during  the  3^ear shall  be  deemed  a  truant. 

4.  The  School  Committee  shall  annually  choose  three 

or  more  truant  officers,  whose  dut}'  it  shall  be  to  make 

complaints  in  case  of  violation  of  these  by-laws,  t'or  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  sentence  thereof, 
who  shall  receive  such  compensation  for  their  services  as 
the  school  committee  shall  determine. 

."").  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  truant  officer  to  inquire 
diligenth'  concerning  all  persons  between  the  ages  afore- 

said who  seem  to  be  idle  and  vao'rant,  and  who,  whether 
employed  or  unemploved,  appear  to  be  growing  up  in 
ignorance,  and  to  enter  a  complaint  against  anyone  unlaw- 

fully absent  from  school  or  violating  any  of  these  by-laws. 
(>.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  truant  officer  prior  to 

making  any  complaint  before  a  justice,  to  notify  the  truant 
or  absentee  child  and  its  parent  or  guardian  of  the  penalty 
of  the  offence.  If  he  can  obtain  satisfactory  pledges  of 
reformation,  which  pledges  shall  be  subsequently  kept, 
he  shall  forbear  to  prosecute. 

Respectfully  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  fore- 
going recommendations,  we  now  invite  your  attention  to  a 

brief  review  of  each  school. 

(  ENTRE  (GRAMMAR. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  S.  J.  Flint,  a 
teacher  who  was  favorably  noticed  in  connection  with  this 
school,  in  our  last  annual  report.  So  far  as  we  could  judge 
she  taught  a  good  school. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  M.  C. 
Harris,  a  teacher  who  has  been  noticed  in  terms  of  high 
praise,  in  two  previous  annual  reports.  She  devoted  her 

whole  heart  and  all  her  energies  to  her  work,  and  the  schol- 

ars made  a  stead}'  progress  under  her  instruction.  We 
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have  never  witnessed  a  more  satisfactory  examination  in 
connection  with  this  school  than  that  which  was  conducted 
at  the  close  of  the  Winter  term.  We  considered  the  order 

of  this  school  better  than  it  has  been  in  any  term  for  sever- 
al years.  The  eminent  success  of  the  school  is  largely  due 

to  this  fact. 

CENTRE  PRIMARY. 

This  school  was  taught  throughout  the  }'ear  b}'  Miss  S. 
F.  Robbins,  a  teacher  who  has  received  commendation  in 
our  two  last  annual  reports.     She  retains  the  love  of  her 
scholars  to  a  marked  degree,   and  the   school  shows 
steady  progress  under  her  care. 

SOUTH  GRAMMAR. 

The  Spring  and  Summer  terms  of  this  school  were 

tauo-ht  bv  Miss  M.  L.  Davis.  Miss  D.  is  a  teacher  of  irood 
attainments  and  well  fitted  for  the  work  of  the  instructor, 

but  proved  to  be  somewhat  wanting  a&  a  disciplinarian. 
She  failed  to  maintain  good  order  herself  and  neglected  to 

call  in  the  assistance  of  the  committee,  so  that  the 'discip- line of  the  school  became  lax  under  her  care.  With  the 

qualilication  just  mentiond  the  school  was  a  success. 
The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  M.  E.  Felton  a 

teacher  of  superior  qualifications  in  every  respect.  She 
found  the  discipline  of  the  school  very  laborious,  but  witii 

the  co-operation  of  the  committee  maintained  good  order 
to  the  end  of  the  term,  though  quite  a  number  of  scholars 
retired  from  the  school.  The  examination  at  the  end  of  the 

term  was  eminently  satisfactory. 

SOUTH  PRIMARY. 

This  school  enjoyed  the  continued  ser\'ices  of  Miss  M. 
A.  Forbush,  who  was  mentioned  in  terms  of  approval  in  our 

last  report.  Her  success  during  the  past  3^ear  has  been 
fully  equal  to  that  referred  to  in  our  last  report. 

At  the  close  of  the  very  pleasant  examination  which 
ended  the  winter  term  the  scholars  presented  to  their  teach- 

er some  beautiful  tokens  of  their  love  and  appreciation  of 

her  untiring  labors  for  their  good.  Would  that  such  oc- 
casions were  more  frequent. 



8 

WEST  (GRAMMAR. 

The  Spring  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Belle 
Smith,  a  teacher  eminently  qualified  for  her  work.  She 
devoted  herself  to  her  duties  with  all  the  energy  at  her 
command  and  imparted  a  spirit  of  animation  to  her  schol- 
ars.  The  school  was  a  success  in  every  respect,  and  we 
were  very  sorry  to  part  with  her  services.  The  Fall  and 
Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  S.J.  Flint,  who  has  been 
favorably  mentioned  in  connection  with  another  school. 
She  proved  herself  here  as  elsewhere  a  good  instructor  but 
failed  in  discipline,  so  that  the  good  she  would  have  done 
otherwise  was  greatly  neutralized.  The  examination,  how- 

ever, at  the  end  of  the  Winter  term  was  very  satisfactory. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 

This  school,  like  the  other  primary  schools  in  town,  has 
had  the  benefit  of  the  continued  instructions  of  the  same 
teacher. 

This  teacher  has  been  continued  in  the  same  school 

longer  than  any  other  teacher  in  town,  and  the  vigorous 
condition  of  her  school  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  continu- 

ing an  efficient  teacher  in  the  same  school.  At  the  close 
of  the  Winter  term  her  pupils  presented  to  her  a  beautiful 
gift,  as  an  expression  of  their  love  and  gratitude  for  her 
long  continued  labors  for  their  good. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

^he  spring  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  M. 
I.  Spalding,  a  former  teacher  in  the  N.  H.  State  Normal 
School.  She  is  a  teacher  eminently  well  qualified  for  her 
work,  and  so  far  as  we  could  judge  taught  a  good  school. 

Having  been  engaged  in  teaching  older  scholars  for  sev- 
eral terms,  and  coming  to  her  work  in  this  school  some- 
what wearied  with  previous  labor,  it  may  be  she  did  not 

feel  quite  the  interest  in  the  young  scholars  or  devote  her- 
self to  her  duties  with  quite  the  energy  which  she  would 

have  manifested  under  other  circumstances. 

The  fall  and  winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  G.  E. 
Tuttle.  Miss  T.  had  the  love  and  co. operation  of  her 
pupils  to  a  marked  degree,  and  gave  herself  wholly  to  her 
'.vork.    The  examinations  at  the  end  of  the  Fall  and  Winter 
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terms  were  very  satisfactor}',  and  proved  the  scholars  to  be 
making  a  steady  progress  in  their  studies. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

The  spring  term  was  taught  bv  Miss  L.  A.  1^'arnum. This  teacher  was  favorably  mentioned  in  our  last  report. 

We  will  simph'  sa}'  that  we  considered  her  success  this 
term  fully  equal  to  that  of  an}' previous  term,  and  we  ver}' 
reluctantly  parted  with  her  services. 

The  fall  and  winter  terms  w^ere  taught  b}'  Miss  HattieE. 
Parker,  a  teacher  who  had  been  ver}'  successful  in  another 
town.  For  some  reason  she  failed  to  receive  the  good  will 
of  her  scholars  or  the  full  confidence  of  the  parents.  The 

examinations  at  the  end  of  both  terms  were  quite  credita- 
ble, especially  the  one  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term.  It 

seldom  has  been  our  privilege  to  listen  to  as  good  recita- 
tions in  Mental  Arithmetic. 

SOUTH  EAST. 

On  account  of  the  small  number  of  scholars  in  this  dis- 
trict but  one  term  of  school  has  been  held  during  the  year. 

This  w^as  taught  bv  Miss  H.  F.  Hapgood  who  was  men- 
tioned in  our  last  report. 

The  examination  at  the  end  of  the  term  v\  as  as  credita- 
ble as  any  we  have  ever  heard  in  this  school. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistical  reports.  In  the  num- 
ber of  visits  neither  the  visits  of  the  superintendent  nor 

of  friends  at  the  public  examinations  are  reported. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

S.  W.  HOPKINS,  fr],.i:i  :i!an)  1 
J.  W.  LOKEK,  (»■:  TK  1  School 
L.  CONANT,  Committee 
C.  A.  HAKRINdTON,  of 
1).  J.  WETHEEBEE.  \  Acton. I 

J.  FLETCHEE,  2(1,  j' 
F.  P.  WOOD,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR, 

OXH  TKIIM. 

Lizzie  J.  Cammiiigs, 
Ella  Daniels, 
Annie  M.  Hammond, 
Xeliie  G.  Haynes, 
Hattie  D.  Eeed, 
Arthur  F.  Davis, 
Jolin  F.  Kingsley, 
Elliot  Livermore, 
(xilmau  Parlin, 
George  W.  Tuttle.- 

E.  Elmira  Ayers, 
Jennie  L.  Avers, 
Hertha  I.  Fisk, 
!  rertiude  liouillard, 
Lizzie  iM,  Scotield. 
Hattie  E.  Smith, 
Augusta  W,  Smith, 
Herman  S.  Ayers, 
Florian  W.  Fisk, 
Warren  O.  Robbins, 
Charles  liouillard. 

Addie  H.  Barker, 
Nettie  0.  Fuller, 
Henrietta  F.  Sawyer, 
Carrie  B,  Hay  ward, 
Susie  A.  Moulton, 
B>ed  A.  Brown, 
Lawrin  Pratt, 
Eddie  Pool. 

Gertie  S.  Harrington, 
Mary  L  Jackson, 
Ada  M.  Jones, 
Mary  A.  Knights, 
Martha  E.  Pratt, 
Maoel  Richardson, 
Sadie  E.  Sawyer, 
John  Bradley, 
lames  E.  Coulter, 
(Jhrissie  A.  Pollard, 
A.  Ernie  Wilbur. 

NOT  AiiSEXT  OJl  TAIIDV 
TWO  TEIi.MS. 

CEMER  GRAMMAR. 
Mabel  Livermore, 
Ella  E.  Tattle. 
Mary  F.  Waldrou, 
Walter  Richardson, 
Horace  F.  Tuttle, 
L.  Harry  Tuttle. 

(  EXTRE  PRIMARY. 
Sarah  E.  Flammotid, 
Mary  R adding, 
Frank  E.  Fisk. 
George  A.  Smith. 

NOl^  AUSKNT  Oil  TAKDY 
TIIIIEE  TEKMS. 

Viola  S.  Tuttle, 
Elbridge  R.  Conant. 

Etta  A.  Tuttle, 
Hattie  L.  Tuttle, 

SOUTH  GRAMMAR, 
^Jessie  A.  Mitchell. 
Arlon  L.  Jackson,^ Willie  Wilbur. 

SOUTH  PRIMARY. 
Idella  J.  Barker, 
L.  Gertie  Clark, 
Josie  M.  Hannon, 
Emily  G.  Hannon, 
Lulie  Hosmer, 
Eda  F.  Shapley, 
Eva  C.  Shapley, 
Harrv  A.  Fletcher, 
Charlie  P.  Tucker. 

Etta  C.  Temple. 

M.  Fiorence  Fletcher, 
Willie  S.  Randall. 
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Nellie  Walker, 
Inez  VVyman, 
Ellsworth  Hapgootl, 
Crosby  A.  Hoar, 
Charles  Holtoii, 
Chailes  H  >pi\ins, 
(George  Robinson, 
Warren  A.  Stevens. 

Ida  Littielield, 
Bertha  Wright, 
John  Aldricli, 
Emerv  Clark, 
Willie  J.  Handley, 
Willie  F.  Hopkins. 
Eugene  L.  Hall, 
Xed.  IIoltDii, 
Eriie-st,  11.  KiiMwltoii 
David  Kin  us  ley, 
Bertie  F.  Mead, 
Freddie  B.  Palmer, 
Clesson  J.  Parker, 
ilerinan  W.  Parke»', 
Willie  Parke:-, 
Alfred  Kichardson, 
Frank  A.  Teele, 
Bertie  Willis. 

Etta  Esterbrook, 
Hattie  Esterbrook, 
Florence  Perkins, 
Nixon  Ball,  ̂  
Carlton  C.  Conant, 
Frank  Wetherbee. 

Lizzie  Ryati, 
Nellie  Ryan, 
Hattie  Smith, 
Mattie  Smith, 
Carrie  White, 
Charlie  Fisk, 
Elmer  Rouillard. 

Lester  N.  Fletcher. 

WEST  (GRAMMAR. 
Lizzie  Cates, 
Mary  Tiittle, 
Arthur  H.  Bradford, 
(xcorge  Mead, 
Fred.  Mead, 
Clarence  Tvvitchel. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 
Hattie  Davis, 
Wallie  C.  Gardner, 
Herbert  Hapgood. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Alma  V>^.  Forbush,  Herbert  R'j')biiH Geo.  rA/Kobbins,  flarry  Hobbins, 
Geo.  H/  Kobbins, 
AVilliey'E.  Smith, PirneSt  Wetherbee. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Annie  Gallagher,  Bertie  Sraitli. 
Minnie  Harriss, 
Hattie  Harriss, 
Everett  Rouillard, 
James  Ryan. 

SOUTH  EAST. 
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TABULAR  VIEW, 

if.  Ti  .'— SCHOOLS. TEACHEHS. 

Souti.. 
West. 

'SovXh. 

Centei;. 
South. 

>Vtl) 

>ouTh. 

West. 

(  ( rrammar, 
>  I'viinary, \  (irainuiar. 
/  Primary, 
*  Graimuar, 
•  Primary, 

)  Grammar, )  Primary, 
^  Grammar, 
,'  Primary-, (,  ( Jrammar, 
'(  Primary. 

Ea>,t. 
North. 
South  East. 

5  Grammar, )  Primary, C  (Grammar, 
/  Primaiy, 
S  Grammar, 
(  Primary, 

Sprin(;  Tki;:\i. 

Jliss  S..r.  Flint, 
'•    S.  F.  PiObbins, 
"    Jl.  J..  Davis, AJ .  A.  Forbush, 
"    P..  Suiith, 

O.  A.  Hopkins, 
31.  I.  Spauldin,^ 

'•    I;.  A.  >  aruum. 
Totals. 

Fall  TKK]\f. 

Miss  M.  C.  Harris, 
•'  S.  F.  Robbins, ••  M.  L.  Davis, 
"  M.  A.  Forbush, 
"  8.  .J.  Fliiit. 
"  O.  A.  Hopkins. •'  G.  E.  Tuttle, 
"  H.  E.  Parker. 

Totals, 

WiNTEit  Tekm. 

Miss  M.  C.  Harris, 
"    8.  F.  Robbins, 
"    M.  E.  Felton. 
"    M.  A.  Forl)us]i, "    s.  ,T  Flint. 
"   O  A.  Hopkins. <■;.  K.  Tntrle, 

H.  i:  l^irker, 
fi.  F.  Hapgood, 

Totals, 

Aggregate  for  -the  year. 

of 

$40  00 

y  '''i i 

1") 

1 

1-2 

2 0 14 
\) 
J 

;u 

il 

10 
12 

0 8 
2.S  00     l!i  17.2.0,  0 

18     $285  00  257,231.0!)    5    11  102 

Ifl 

I  3 

30.i 

y:>i  0;: 

.'5-  (III 

;](;  00 
40  00 
40  oo; 
40  OOi 
32  oo! 
30  00| 

:24  21.:>3 ;;s  :;i.u() 
.■iii  31.50| 

40|  43.701 33  30  I 4(5  38  1 

2l!  1!)  J 
18  14.83i 

$282  0(t  2(;5 -^J^O.Ki 

$40  Onl 

32  00 ' 40  00' 

40  Ol»i 40  001 
40  Od! 34  00! 

34  00! 3.^3  CO 

43  34.90, 

32  28  • 
4!1,  ;i7.5S:i 
42 1  3li..')0: 431  3(5 47  41  I 
24!  21  50 
201  18.20 
lol  7.. 50 

$335  CO}  307  201.10  1 
$903  Ooi  829  722.35  13 

•)2 

Total  average  per  centage  of  attendance  during  the  year,  87.13. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $742  14 
Received  for  Grass,  1  50 

"         Repairs,  50 
Balance  from  last  year,  130  42 

$874  56 
Paid  to  teachers,  $659  00 

*'    for  coal  and  teaming,  43  33 
'*    care  of  house  and  furnace,  54  15 

*'  text  books  (not  properly  in  this  account,)  2  70 
"    "    broom,  crayons,  ink,  etc.,  5  99 

Balance  on  hand,  109  39 
$874  56 

C.  A.  HARRINGTON,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $697  33 
$697  33 

Paid  teachers,  $580  00 
for  fuel,  o2  63 
for  care  of  house,  31  50 
for  incidentals,  14  46 

Balance  on  hand,  18  74 

$697  33 
S.  W.  HOPKINS,  Committee. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $692  31 
Balance  from  last  year,  87  72 

Paid  to  teachers,  $565  00 
for  fuel.  58  59 
care  of  house,  30  00 
incidentals,  cleaning  house,  &c.,  8  56 

Balance  on  hand,  117  88 

$780  03 

S780  03 
LUTHER  CONANT,  Commitiee. 
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NORTH  SCHOOL, 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  $323  84 
Balance  from  last  year,  1  15 

Paid  to  teachers,  243  00 
for  fuel,  47  60 
care  of  house  and  incidentals,  7  75 

Balance  on  hand,  26  64 

S324  99 

$324  99 
J.  W.  LOKER,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL, 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $323  84 

Paid  to  teachers,  $241  50 
for  fuel,  37  75 

care  of  house,  ^                       ]  0  00 
incidentals,  4  00 

Balance  on  hand,  30  59 

$323  84 

$323  84 
D.  J.  WETHERBEE,  Committee. 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL, 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $140  00 

Paid  teacher,  $1J2  50 
for  fuel,  18  00 
incidentals,  1  50 
care  of  house,  8  00 

$140  00 

$140  00 
JOHN  FLETCHER  2nd,  Committee. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town,  $2500  00 
Income  from  the  State  school  fund,  193  76 

Dog  fund,  225  72 
Total,   $2919  48 

Number  of  children  between  the  age  of  five  and  fifteen  reported  by 
the  Assessors,  296. 

Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each  scholar,  $8.44. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1878 

TOWN  CLERK. 

Will.  J).  Tattle. 

SELECTMEN. 

Daniel  J.  Wetlierbee,  Jolin  Wliite.  Clins,  B.  Stone. 

overseeRkS  of  the  poor. 
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ASSESSORS. 
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HIGHWAY  SURVEYORS. 

Daniel  Wetlierbee,  Charles  Wheeler,  Abram  II.  Jones. 
Geo.  Iv.  Keyes,  A.  M.  Knowlton. 

FENCE  VIEWERS. 

John  Fletcher,  2d,  John  11.  Houghton,  Xahum  C.  Keed. 

SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER. 

Levi  W.  Stevens,  Ed.  F.  Ricliardson,  Chas.  B.  Stone, 
Francis  Dwight,  Geo.  H.  Harris,  Wni.  B.  Davis, 

Elbridge  Bobbins,       .  E.  J.  Bobbins. 

SURVEYORS  OF  WOOD. 

liucius  S.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Bassett,  S.  L.  Dutton, 
I!has.  B.  Stone,  E.  J.  Bobbins,  Jona.  W.  Loker, 
jeo.  H.  Harris,  Wm.  B.  Davis,  Geo.  11.  Warren, 

Moses  E.  Taylor,  Henry  D.  Parlin. 

SURVEYORS  OF  HOOPS  AND  STAVES. 

)avid  M.  Ilandley,  Jos.  Dole,  Wni.  Beed. 

FIELD  DRIVERS. 

iimon  Blanchard,  Chas.  H.  Teel,  G.  A.  Hayward, 
)tis  H.  Eorbush,  Loring  M.  Fowler,  Eph.  B.  Forbush. 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE, 

ohn  Fletcher,  Jr.,  Jos.  F.  Cole,  Wm.  W.  Davis. 



SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

Appropriations  aii<l Receipts. 

Unexpended  balance  of  last  year, *8,787 
87 Regular  Town  Grant, 

8,000 
00 

Town  Grant  for  Schools. 
2,500 

00 

"             *'  Highways, 1,500 
00 County  Tax, 

(338 
17 

Slate 
1,080 

00 

Overlayings, 160 21 

Liquor  Licenses, 
337 

50 

Cash  Luther  Conant, 500 
00 

State  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1877, 198 80 

Cemetery  Receipts.  AVest  Acton, 13 
50 

Corporation  Tax, 312 08 

National  Bank  Tax, 
384 59 

State  Paupers, 

()1 

00 

Supt.  Burials  State  Paupers, 
10 00 

Town  of  Watertown,  support  Sam.  Beacon,  51 
03 State  School  Fund, 183 

73 Pauper  Burials, 4 99 

Trustees  Baptist  Societj^,  Worcester, for 

support  of  Sarah  B.  White, 52 00 

Dog  Fund, 171 86 

Woodlawn  Cemetery, 52 
03 

Town  Hall, 101 

47 

120,101  83 

Expenditures. 
SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  C.  A.  Harrington,  South  District,       i707  00 
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Paid  C.  B.  Stone,  West  District,  .  $707  00 
Luther  Conant,  Centre  District,  697  00 

John  W.  Loker,  North      "  320  00 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  East     "  320  00 

W.  S.  Jones,  So.  East      "  185  00 

Repairs  on  Town  Buildings. 

Paid  C.  A.  Harrington,  for  painting  South 
Acton  School  House,  $93  71 

C.  B.  StonCj  for  finishing  West  Acton 
School  House  :  furnishing  Blinds  ; 

painting  outside  two  coats ;  furnish- 
ing Ventilators,  Registers,  Piping, 

Lumber,  Hardwai'c  and  Labor  as 
follows : 

W.  Emery,  Doors, 18 40 

Lewis  Boles  k  Son,  Blinds, 57 
70 

W.  Houghton,  Labor, 19 
15 

S.  W.  Hopkins,  Material. 36 
76 K.  B.  Conant, 

72 
16 

G.  L.  Towne,  Lumber,  &c., 110 56 
"  Labor, 121 15 

F.  Conant, 9 18 

L.  U.  Holt,  Piping,  Register,  Labor, 51 
77 

A.  Hayward,  Labor, 

77 

75 E.  H.  Cutler,  for  repairing  Wagon 

House  and  Shop  at  Town  Farm, 
157 

67 

John  White,  for  labor  and  material  for 

painting  Town  Farm  buildings, 66 80 

L.  U.  Holt,  repairing  Register,  Fur- 
nace and  Stove  Pipe  in  Town  Hall, 

29 
73 

L.  U.  Holt,  grate,  school  house,  W.  A. 4 00 

James  Fiske — 

4  1-2  Doz.  Burners  for  Town  House, 11 25 

1  Founts, 1 

75 

>2,936  00 



6      Doz.  Chimneys, 

$5 

40 
1  Brackets, 2 50 

1-12  Lamps, 25 

1-12      "    Wick  Trimers, 38 

1  1-6    "    B.  H.  Holders, 1 10 

.  1-2    "    Smoke  Bells, 1 
00 

Register  Plate, 35 

1  Gross  Wicks, 75 
Moulding  and  Express, 2 80 

Labor,  material  and  changing  desk, 9 
33 

C.  B.  Stone,  repairs  on  West  School 
IToimp 2 

25 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  repairs  on  the  East 
CI    1          1  TT 
School  House, 7 

82 J.  W.  Loker,  repairs  on  North  School 
house, 12 

75 

Books  and  Printing. 

C.W.  Leach,  500  Selectmen's  Reports,  $17  00 
10  Warrants, 1 

25 
"             50  Dog  Notices, 

1 
25 

500  Town  Reports, 70 
00 

"      14  Warrants, 1 25 

"             75  Posters, 1 

75 25  Voting  Lists, 13 
00 

"      12  Warrants, 2 00 

100  Blank  Orders, 1 25 

$108  75 

Repairs  on  Highways. 
Paid  A.  H.  Jones,  breaking  roads,  So.  and 

So.  East  part  of  Acton,  1876-1877,  $123  59 
A.  H.  Jones,  Lumber  for  Powder  Mill 

Bridge,  111  25 
A.  H.  Jones,  repairing  Powder  Mill 
Bridge,  50  98 



PaidClias.  Wheeler,  brejiking  roadS;  1876 
and  1877, 

$130 

66 

F.  H.  Whitcomb,  breaking  roads,  1876 
and  1877, 39 50 

Jas.  E.  Billings,  breakin^i  roads,  1876 
and  1877, 41 43 

Luther  Conant,  breakinf»;  roads,  1876 
and  1877, 3 

45 
Geo.  Harris,  breaking  roads,  1876 

and  1877, 4 
87 

James  Billincs,  labor  railinf^^  roads. 
35 

47 

A.  L.  Brooks,  lumber  " 32 
88 

I.  W.  FlaQ'ii,  nails. 96 

Daniel  Harris,  blacksmithing, 16 38 
80 

"              6  posts. 
33 

1).  J.  Wetherbee,  labor,  man  and  team, 6 

Chas.  Wheeler,  team, 3 06 

Moses  Taylor, 
> 00 

McCan  k  Burns,  iron. 5 
03 

lle^ular  Highway  Work. 
CHARLES  WHEELER,  SURVEYOR. 

55  1-2  days  work,  2.25 
$123 

75 

51                "    oxen,  2.25, 122 62 

103              -  horses, 154  49 

61                    C.  H.  Wheeler,  1.50,  91 50 

67        "       ̂ '    James  Waldren, 101 23 

71                     A.  Smith, 
107 

24 

2               ̂ '    Thos.  Ovvins, 
3 00 

14  1-4  "            Silas  Conant, 21 
37 

26  "                 Chas.  Morris, 
39 

37 

3        "      "    R.  M.  Goweli, 4  50 

2      hours   "    J.  R.  Daniels, 30 

2        "           Andrew  Hapgood, 
30 

$637  16 
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3  3-4  hours  work,  James  E.  Billings, 
56 

32                "    Henry  Worden, 
4 80 

Daniel  Harris,  blacksmith  bill, o 
00 

W.  W.  Worster. 4 60 

S.  A.  Guilford, 2 
33 

F.  M.  Lund, 
75 Pick  Handles. 3 
00 

Powder  and  Fuse. 4 
50   1792  21 

A.  31.  JONES,  SURVP]YOR. 

65  1-2  days  work,  2.25, 
$147 38 

98 (t 
1  hour,  horse,  1.50, 

147 15 

53 u 
1    "     oxen,  U.25, 

119 48 
61 u 

3         L.  A.  Jones,  1.50, 
91 

95 

54  1-2 
u 

1    "     Ed.  O'Neal, 
81 90 

56  1-2 1          A.  Cole, 
84 

90 

5  1-2 
u 

work,  M.  Bolton, 8 
25 

4 ^'     N.  Robbins, 6 00 

2 ^'     D.  Sheau, 3 
00 

3  1-2 J.  Mann, 5 
25 

2 i( J.  Temple, 3 00 
2 ii -     G.  Flagg, 

W.  Rynn, 
3 

00 2 ik 

') 

o 
00 

Repairs on Tools, 
22 

59 

$726  85 

By  Order  of  County  Commissioners. 

Paid  Reuben  Hundley,  removing  barn,  f31  00 
Chas.  Wheeler,  for  building  road  near 

R.  Handley,  25  50 
C.  Wheeler,  building  road  at  No.  Acton.    37  49 

'•         work  on  So.  Acton  road.      339  59 
A.  H.  Jones,  52  50 

  I486  08 

Support  of  Poor. 

Paid  E.  H.  Cutler,  for  support  of — 
Clara  Wheeler,  ^'252  58 
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O.  E.  Curtain,  $6  50 

S,  B.  Childs,  11  46 

John  A.  Childs,  4  00 

G.  J.  Dole,  5  82 
S.  G.  White,  52  00 
Patrick  Sullivan,  3  64 

Wm.  F.  B.  Whitney,  283  18 
Tainor  Family,  142  38 
Samuel  Beacon,  51  03 

Betsey  Chaffin,  130  00 
Slade  Family,  65  00 

E.  H.  Cutler,  expenditures  on  Town 
Farm  for  1877  and  1878,  345  00 

E.  H.  Cutler,  deficiency  as  per  report 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the 

year  1876,  108  57 

E.  H.  Cutler,  account  of  error  in  re- 
port of  Overseers  of  Poor,  1876,  100  OG 

For  council  in  Sarah  White  case,  7  00 

4  Journeys  to  Watertown,  8  00 

1  "         Westford,  1  50 
2  Boston,  5  00 

4  "  Powder  Mills,  2  00 

4      "         Concord,  2  00 

Town  Debt, 

Paid  Charles  Morris,  Note  and  interest, 

Lewis  Rouillard,  " 
James  0.  Faxon, 

Elizabeth  Hanscom, 
^370  3'0 

202  35 

463  65 

694  16 

Paid  Luther  Conant,  Note  and  inter  est,        511  83 
Oliver  W.  Drew,  631  90 
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State  Aid. 

Paid  Rebecca  C.  Wright,  $4H  00 
Hattie  W.  Wilder,  48  00 

Cemetery  Expenses. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  for  labor  in  Woodlawn 

Cemetery,  $58  72 
Joseph  F.  Cole,  expenses  in  Mount 

Hope  Cemetery,  84  50 

Town  Officers. 

Paid  F.  P.  Wood,  Supt.  of  Schools,  1876,  ̂ Sl  00 

R.  L.  Reed,  Sealer  of  Weights,  10  00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  Collecting  Taxes,         "      70  00 
Phineas  Wetherbee,  Assessor,  24  00 

A.  C.  Handley,  25  00 

W.  D.  Tuttle,            "  30  00 
"     Town  Clerk,  25  00 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  Selectman,  70  00 

John  White,               -  45  00 
C.  B.  Stone,  45  00 

Interest  on  Notes. 

Paid  J.  K.  Putney,  189  00 
0.  L.  B.  Drew,  86  00 
Frederick  Rouillard,  150  00 
Concord  Bank,  105  00 
James  0.  Faxon,  27  00 

JohnF.  Nichols,  84  51 

Mary  P.  Hosmer,  60  00 
E.  Hanscom,  40  80 

Joseph  Barker,  60  00 

.l|>96  00 

i^l43  22 

.M71  00 
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Paid  Joseph  Noyes,  $12  00 
Daniel  Harris^ 

48 
00 

]jouis  Rouillard, 12 00 

David  M.  Handley, 
180 

00 
John  F.  Nichols, 66 

00 

Calvin  Harris, 12 
00 

Concord  Bank, 105 
00 

Jonathan  A.  Piper, 36 
00 James  E.  Billinj^s. 135 96 

Phillip  Peters, 
93 00 

TTavript,  Davi<5 30 00 

G.  H.  Harris, 6 
00 

T.  F.  Noyes, 24 00 

Sarah  C.  Noyes, 
48 

00 

Luther  Billings, 
24 

00 

Miscellaneous. 

[  Geo.  C.  Wright,  balance  for  building- 
West  Acton  school  house, 

$15 

16 

Jonas  Blodgett,  for  selling  W.  Acton 
school  house, 3 

00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  abatement  of  taxes, 49 

00 
Sargent  &  Richardson,  damage  to  sleigh, 

25 
00 

Reuben  Handley,             "  " 
4 

50 

Luke  Tuttle,  loam  for  grading  around 
the  Monument, 4 

50 
Luke  Tuttle,  two  loads  of  manure. 3 28 

teaming  " 
5 

17 

W.  Morehouse,  sod  and  teaming, 6 
75 D.  Jones  &  Co.,  3  signs. 3 
00 

Julian  Tuttle,  36  hours  labor. 6 00 

Ai  Robbins,  " 

'  6 

00 
relaying  Town  House  wall, 

14 
50 

J.  E.  Cutter,  summoning  persons  to 
take  the  oath  of  office, 1 00 

11,384  27 
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Abatement  of  taxes,.  3  93 

T.  C.  Fletcher,  claim  for  damages,  50  00 

Geo.  H.  Jacobs,  "  50  00 
Ai  Robbins,  splitting  stone  for  Wood- 

lawn  Cemetery,  8  00 

Sharpening  tools,  72 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  teaming  sto)ie,  21  90 

Luke  Tuttle,  "  IT  32 

Jas.  E.  Billings,  1  day's  Avork,  1  50 
Silas  Conant,  i  "  "  1  50 
Ai  Robbins,  setting  bounds  and  posts 

on  Common,  3  00 

A.  C.  Handley,  Assessors'  books,  1  92 
"       fare  to  Boston  to  meet 

Fish  Commissioners,  1  30 

A.  C.  Handley,  viewing  J.  Wheeler's  . 
farm,  1  50 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  coal  for  Town  House,  20  71 

"        set  of  Sealers' scales,  18  00 

"        express   "  50 
"          "                  on  bundle,  75 

iron  for  railings,  13  93 

"                   book  for  registering 
voters,  80 

Luther  Conant,  1  cord  of  wood  for 

Town  House,  5  00 

Paid  Francis  Dwight;  abatement  of  taxes.  IT  75 

"       posting  dog  notices,  2  00 
tax  book,  1  00 

"        "       posting  dog  law,  3  50 
"        "       repairing  hearse,  2  50 

Supt.  burials,  60  00 
Dis.  on  taxes,  1877,  700  00 

"        "       making  returns  19 
deaths,  4  75 

Phineas  Wetherbee,  appraising  estate 

of  J.  Wheeler,      '  1  00 
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I  James  Fiske,  opening  Town  Hall  41 
times, 

$36  75 
James  Fiske, Laic  Ul  LIULK, 10 00 

ti 
il nil 

17 

21 u 7  50 
u (( fsiucet, O  1 

it Li O  i 

il I  i 
brush  and  dust  p&n. Kf  Li ■wicks. 10 

(( a 
♦J  ilgUtb  Ui  gldtebj 1 60 

<fc i  I 

1 X. ^6 
i; 1  porrl  ivnnrl o 

ij 

on UU 
i  i a chimneys, 

"^5 

(( a 
cleaning  Town  house  and 

cellar, 1  Q 
a u C.  lime, 

u 
painting  desk. 

00 

a 
door  spring  and  matches. 35 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  express  and  postage 

public  documents, 5 
82 

n 
appraising  estate  of  J. 

Wheeler, 1 00 
u 

running  lines  on  Com- 
mon and  plan, 5 

00 

li 
recording  33  births, 16 

50 
il ^-       22  deaths. 4 

20 

u 17  marriages,  2 
55 J.  E.  Cutter. ,  abatement  of  taxes  by 

vote  of  town, 
money  refunded  on  milk 

42 
64 il 

biiK 
112 64 

,442  95 
Receipts  from  February  26,  1877,  to  February  26,  1878. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb. 
26,  1877,  $3,787  87 



Appropriations  and  Receipts, 1,6313  96 
 f^20;101  8a 

Expenditures. 

Support  of  Schools, 
$2,93G 

00 

Repairs  on  Town  Buildings, 986 
23 

Books  and  Printing, 108 
75 

Repairs  on  Ilj^j^hways, 
687 16 

Regular  Highway  Work, 
1,519 

06 

By  Order  of  County  Commissioners, 486 
08 

Support  of  Poor, 
1,586 

66 

Town  Debt, 2,874 
19 

State  Aid, 96 
00 

Cemetery  Expenses, 
143 22 

Town  Officers, 471 
00 

Interest  on  Notes, 
1,384 

27 

Miscellaneous, 
1,442 

95 

State  Tax, 
1,080 

00 

County  Tax, 688 

17 

 .tl6,384  74 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1878,  |3,717  09' 

'  Town  Debt.  Notes. 

Daniel  Harris, 
i819 33 James  E.  BilUngs, 
4,036 

37 

I.  T.  Plagg, 
105 41 

Calvin  Harris, 202 63 

Luther  Billings, 405 49 
J.  K.  Putney, 686 94 

Joseph  Barker, 
1,019 

24 

Joseph  Noyes, 205 16 

Jonathan  A.  Piper, 
205 16 
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D.  M.  Handley, 3,046  50 
Philip  Peters, 1,570  70 
J.  A.  Piper, 404  66 

George  H.  Harris, 100  00 

Frederick  Rouillard, 2,606  69 
Sarah  C.  Noyes, 800  00 

±I10111clo  J:.  l.>luyco. 
-iOO  00 

\T    P  TTocjmPT* 
JL  J  V  o         •  J 

Middlesex  Institution  for  Saving, 3,550  16 
Harriet  Davis, 506  41 

Amount  due  from  State  Aid, $96  00 
"                   Town  Treasurer, 3,717  09 

$3,818  09 

Balance  against  the  Town,  -$17,897  06 

D.  J.  WETHERBEE,  )  Selectmen 
JOHN  WHITE,  y  of 
CHAS.  B.  STONE,  j  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1878. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  and  EXPENDITURES 

AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending:  April  Ist,  1878. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND  APRIL  1,  187§. 

i)  tons  hay,  $l(jO  00  15  gallons  vinegar.  75 
Oat  fodder,  6  00  52  barrels,                    7  80 
11  cows,  550  00  400  lbs.  salt  pork.       40  00 
1  horse,  150  00  75  lbs.  ham,  !)  00 

40  bush,  corn,  •>(]  00  1-2  bbl.  salt  pickles,  1  50 
nOO  lbs.  shorts,  7  00  Soap  grease,  1  25 

;H)0  lbs.  meal,  :>  40  1  1-2  bbl.  soap,  •  H  75 
500  lbs.  cotton  seed  meal,  ()  75  Lard,  l>  00 
Grass  seed,  1  00  100  bushels  potatoes,  50  00 
2  shoats,  2()  00  Turnips,  1  00 
15  hens,  7 .50  1-2  bushel  rye  meal.  GO 
12  cords  wood  cut  for           1  barrel  flour,               8  50 

stove,  ()()  00  Ipound  tea,  50 
1  bbl.  crackers,  o  50   
15  market  boxes,  2  50                            ^1.149  nO 

RECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  FAR3J  18  7  7. 

Received  for  cows,  $149  00  Received  for  potatoes, $33  03 
Bowkerfund,    12  00  calves,             25  75 

apples,  187  00        "    berries.            12  90 
labor,  77  40       *^    chest  of  tools,  35  00 
milk,  57(1  9()        "    paints,               2  44 

"    lumber,  1  25             hide,                 3  10 
grain,  1  90   

"    eggs,  1  4S                            $1,120  3i; 
stones,  1  15 
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EXPENSES. 

r brush, 50  Paid  for  matches. 
$1  20 

printers'  ink. 

$8 

78 

grass  seed 

13 

tea, 15 
56 whip  lash. 

10 

tobacco. 7 60 candles. 30 
snuff. 94 

axe. 

90 
cream  tartar, 4 28 axe  helves. 1 

10 

sugar. 
28 

49 
mortar. 

15 tacks, 1 32 use  of  bull. 2 
50 

butter, r)4 93 barrels. 1 

32 

tar  paper, 2 25 
awls. 15 

brooms. 1 
78 

lemons. 
22 

cloth  &  cloth'g,  27 
grain,  344 

35 corn  starch, 28 

14 

japan. 

34 

bedbufj  poison 25 
coffee. 22 

oil, 8 01 saltpeter, 
23 

spices, 2 20 wdcks. 05 

shoes, 11 09 
indigo. 

12 

files. 42 chimneys. 

38 

medicine, 2 59 books. 79 

salt. 5 40 
ginger. 

45 

mustard, 
50  . 

dried  apple. 36 

saleratus. 1 55 
hops. 

20 

molasses, 9 66 
lard. 

88 

jugs, 

80  ' 

"COWS,  195 00 
starch. 

39 
plough. 11 00 

cheese. 12 72 newspapers, 4 

31 

crackers, 43 22 blacks'th  bill,  20 

90 

beans, 7 24 labor,  160 
00 

oat  meal, 1 88 
castings. 2 

25 

pepper. 
29 boxes. 50 

rye  meal 60 
butchering:, 1 25 

fish. 

') 

») 
87 

tinware. 1 
00 

soap. 18 19 lumber. 1 59 
nails, 3 57 glasses. 

1 
50 

lime, 08 Dr.  Sanders' hoes, 1 15 
bill. 

9 
50 

meat. 43 18 cofiin  and  robe 

phosphate, 12 95 
for   R  u  f  u  s 

seeds, 1 04 Tenney  and 
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wire, 15 burial  in  Lit- 
potash, 

;5 92 tleton,         VJ  00 

Paris  green, 1 20 
pigs,              11  00 

room  paper. 2 
50 

exp.  market'g,lo  25 rope, 45 
repar'g  harnesses, 45 rake. 25 
use  ot  oxen,    15  00 

scythes. 
78 

keeping  cows,  28  00 
stone. 45 

onions,              o  10 
fork  handle. 25 

vinegar,            4  00 
freiglit,  20 glass. 

2 
4(; 

stationery, 1 00 services  of  N. 
hooks. 10 S.  Brooks, 400  00 
raisins. 1 

2S 
services  of  E. 

sweet  potatoes. 
:U) •    H.  Cutter  as 

flour. 15 Overseer,    50  00 

yeast. John  White,    10  00 
putty. 

55 
Tlios  P.  San- 

spirits. 71) ger,              o  00 knife. :i5 

rosin. i() 

$i,7()(;  71) 
Total  amount  of  Expenditures, 

Receipts, 

Dehciency, 
Balance  due  as  per  report  of  the  Overseer  of 

the  Poor,  April  1,  1877,  ̂ 
Error  in  report,  April  1,  1877, 

$i,7()(; 7!) 1,120 

11546 

4a 

$108 

57 

100 
00 

$855 

00 

Drawn    from  Treasurer  to  balance 

report  of  April,  1,  1<S77,  $10S  57 
Drawn  from  Treasurer  on    account  of 

error,  100  00 
Drawn  from  Treasurer  for  use  on  farm 

in  year  1877-1878,  ;545  00 

Balance  due  from  Treasurer,  April  1,  1878, 
Deficiencies  of  farm,  $646  48 

$553  57 

$301  43 
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Interest  on  farm,  240  00 

Victiialin^i^  42.5  tramps,  212  50 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  on  farm,  ^i)7l\  9o 

Whole  number  of  persons,  exclusive  of  tramps,  sup- 
ported in  Almshouse,  5>  ;  average  number,  (>  i-2  :  present 

number, 

ELISHA  H.  CUTTER,  )  Overseers 
JOHN  WtllTE,  }  OF 
THOMAS  P.  SAWYER,  )  Paou. 
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TOWN  CLEKK'S  REPORT  FOR  1817. 
KSirtBi<«  ill  AcioiR  in  BST^. 

2«fo.    Duti?  ufbirtli.  Name  of  child.  Names  of  pixveiit'^. 
1.  Jan.    i),  Mabel  Wayne,  daughter  ofKobort  and  Lizzie  A.  AVayne. 
2.  Jan.  14,  Ellen    Elizal)eth  lieddinc;',  datighter    of  Patrick  nnd  llunnnJi 

lieddiiig. 
o.    Jan.  25,  James  Calannn,  son  of  J)aniel  and  Ellen  CalaTinn. 

4,    Jan.  'M,  Ileniy  Towle,  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Towle. 
n.    Eeb.    ;'),  Sarali  Frances  Ayers,  daughter  of  Arlin  and  Ahnir;i,  Ayer^, 
(').    Mar.  14,  John  Edward  ilannon,  son  of  Alich  u  l-and  IMary  Ann  Ilannon. 
7.  MiW.  25,  Clifford  Warren  ]\obhins,  'Jon  of  Edward  Nelson  r.nd  Angelia 

liobbins. 

8.  Mar.  31,  Ernest  Woodville  Piekei:-,  son'of  Willie  A.  and  Alice  Pickcn  * 
0.     M.-.y  20,  Mabel  Jane  llewin'i,   dangliter  of    \rtbnr  C   rnd  Nancy  A, 

Ileuins. 

10.  July  4,  Jessie  Woodward  Kiciiavdson,  dangi\{er  of  Henry  W.  and  "Mary 
H.  Eichardson, 

11.  Aug.  11,  Clara  P>.  Saniler's,  daughter  ol"  Dr.   Charles   F,.  and  Clara  A. 
Sanders. 

12.  Aug.  20,  Per(!y  Eveletli  Tuttle,  son  of  Abram  and  Martha  A.  Tuttle. 
lo.  Aug.  22,  Elora,  McLaughlin,  danghtvM-  of  Jatnes  W.    and    Delilah  N. 

McLaughlin. 
14.  Aug.  23,  Clara  Luella  Sawyer,  daughter  ot  Thorns  J.  and  Kate  Sawyer. 
15.  Sept.  12,  Maggie  May,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  May. 

!('».  Sept.  15,  Mary  Etta  Morin,  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Lucy  1).  Morin. 
17.  Sept.  20,  Lula  Florence  Whitcomb,  daughter  of  Frank  II.  and  Frances 

L.  Whitcomb. 
IS.  Sept.  20,  Ella  Lizzie  Miller,  daughter  of  Charles  I.  and  L.  Lizzie  ]Miller. 
19.  Oct.     2,  Willie  Herbert   Gilmore,    son   of  Walter  A.  and  Emma  x\. 

Gil  more. 
20.  Oct.    2;],  Julian  Ainsworth  Whitcomb,  son  of  Elwyn  II.  and  Mary  F. 

Wliitcomb. 

21.  Oct.    24,  Wm.  Henry  Francis  Davis,  son  of  Charles  L.  and  "^^ucy  C. 
Davis. 

22.  Oct.    21,  Maud  Randall,  daughter  of  Freeman  L.  and  Amelia  A.  Pandall. 
23.  Nov.    4,  son  of  William  II.  and  Mary  E.  Teol. 
^4.  Nov.  18,  INIary  Alice  ]Minehan,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Ellen  Mi;iehan. 
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L'6.  Nov.  23,  Howard  White   Heaselton,  son  of  Lucius  A.  and  Martha  9. 
Hesselton. 

2G.  Nov.  29,  Herbert  Davis,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Davis. 

27.  Dec.   o,  James  O'Conners,  son  of  Morris  and  Honora  Connors. 
28.  Dec.  11,  Chester  Bryant   llobbins,   son  of  Elbridgo  J.  and  Lelin  A. 

llobbins. 
29.  Dec.  IG;  Mary  Louise  Owen,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  Jane  Owen. 
30.  Dec.  2i),  Eva  Chirissa  Bassett,  daugliter  of  Joscpli  R.  and  Clarissa  W. 

Bassett. 

Birtli^  BUI  1876  Omitted  last  Year. 

No.    Date  of  birth.  Name  of  child.  Names  of  parents. 
1.  Jan.  23,  Ivoscoe  A.  Pickens,  son  of  Willie  A.  and  Alice  Pickens. 
2.  ]Mai.  10,  xVrlia  Rufus  Aycrs,  sou  of  Arlin  and  Alniira  Avers. 

Marriages  Kecoyded  im  Aetosi  in  1817. 

No.    Dale  of  marriage.  Name  and  residence  of  i)arties. 
1.  Dec.  28,  187G,  Mr.  Elbridgc  J.  liobbins  and  jNIiss  Lelia  A.  Farnum.  both 

of  Acton. 
2.  Jan.    1,  1877,  Mr.  Otis  H.  Forbusli,  of  Acton,  and   Mis.    Nettie  F. 

Mathews,  of  Hancock,  N.  H. 
o.    Jan.  18,  Mr.  Samuel  Chaffin,  of  Acton,  and  INIrs.  Amanda  W.  Day,  of 

Lowell. 
4.    Jan.  2],  Mr.  Amasa  M.  Knowlton  and  Miss  Elizabeth  F.  Blancliard,  both 

of  Acton. 
o.    Jan.  2a,  Mr.  Nathaniel  H.  Proctor,  of  HolHs,  N.  II.,  and  Miss  S.  Lizzie 

Billings,  of  Acton. 

0.    Feb.   1.  Mr.  David  M.  Handle}-,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Nancy  K.  Nickerson, 
of  ProvincetOAvn. 

7.  Feb.  25,  Mr.  Luke  J.  Bobbins,  and  Miss  Anmi  Barrett,  both  of  Acton. 
8.  Apr.  14,  Mr.  Ancil  W.  Knowlton,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Hill,  of 

Boxborough. 
i).    Apr,  22,  Mr.  Simon  Blanchard,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Susannaii  AVlieeler, 

of  Harvard, 
lU.  May   o,  JNIr.  Leonard  A,  Walker,  of  Marlborough,  and  Miss  INIary  F. 

Worster,  of  Acton. 
11.  May  lo,  Mr.  Amos  S.  Tuttle,  of  Stow,  and  Miss  Amy        Gaston,  of 

Acton. 
12.  June   <;,  Mr.  Augustus  Tuttle,  of  Sterling,  and  Miss  Ilattie  E.  llandley, 

of  Acton. 
13.  July  14,  Mr.  Ephraim  15,  Forbush  and  Mrs,  Sarah  P,  Band,  both  of 

Acton, 

14. '  Aug.    2,  Mr,  Loring  N,  Fowler  and  Miss  Addie  M.  Barlow,  both  of  Acton. 
15.  Nov.  29,  Mr.  George  A.  Hayward,  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Susan  E,  Burr,  of 

Ashby. 
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K).  Dec.  11,  Mr.  Jacob  Dockendortl",  of  Acton,  und  Miss  Martlia  A.  Sharpe, 
of  Maynard. 

1-7.  Doc.  24,  Mr.  Ch.arles  11.  Teel  and  Miss  Eslella  I.  Knowlton  both  of  Acton. 

Birth<ii  ill  Acton   in  187 T. 

I^o.    Date  of  death.  NameH  and  ageH  of  the  deceased. 
I.  Jan.    9,  Mr.  George  G.  Flagg,  aged  61  years,  ?>  months,  IG  days. 
tt.    Jan.    \),  Mabel  Wayne,  danghtcr  of  Kobert  and  Lizzie  A.  Wayne,  ugod  1 

day. 

3.    Jan.  10,  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Wheeler,  aged  53  years,  G  montlis,  10  days. 

A.    Feb.  IG,  Miss  Sabra  A'.  Taylor,  aged  41  years,  5  months. 
.5.    Feb.  17,  Fraricis  Tuttle,  Esq.,  aged  8G  years,  1  month,  12  days. 
K).    Mar.  17,  Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Adams,  aged  70  years,  4  months,  5  days. 
7.    Mar.  20,  Mrs:  Elizabeth  A.  Griggs,  aged  39  years,  5  months,  8  days. 
■J^.    j\[ar.  27,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Leighton,  aged  30  j-ears,  8  months, 
i).    May  9,  JVIf.  l^ufus  Tenny,  aged  82  years. 
10.  May  23,  Mr.  Luther  W.  Piper,  aged  52  years,  9  months,  2G  days. 
II.  July  24,  Mr.  tlirara  L.  Drew,  aged  28  years. 
12.  July  31,  Cornelius  J.  Minehan,  son  of  Pntrick  and  Ellen  Minehan,  aged 

8  months,  14  days. 
13.  Aug.  9,  JamVs  Rockwood  Dunn,  son  of  AYaldo  G.  and  Fanny  ]\L  Dunn, 

aged  2  years,  9  months. 
14.  Aug.  11,  ]N(v'^-  Clara  A.  Sanders,  aged  3G  years,  2  months,  13  days. 
:15.  Aug.  19,  Waiter  B.  Sanders,  son  of  Dr.  Charles  B.  and  Clara  A.Sanders, 

aged  1  year,  10  months,  3  days. 
iG.  Sept.  20,  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Whitcomb,  aged  49  years,  7  months,  5  days. 
17.  Sept.  22,  Clara  B.  Sanders,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  B.  &  Clara  A.  San- 

ders, aged  1  month,  11  days. 
18.  Sept.  2G,  John  McCarthy,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  McCarthy,  aged  4 

years,  G  months,  1  day. 
19.  Nov.   3,  Mrs.  Sophia  Conant,  aged  GO  years,  7  months,  23  days. 
20.  Nov.   3,  Mr.  Charles  Peary,  aged  32  years. 
21.  Nov.  12,  Mr.  Dennis  Putnam,  aged  82  years,  5  months,  8  days. 
22.  Nov.  28,  Mrs.  Ellen  Hannon,  aged  84  years. 



><ame  of  Owuer.  No. 
Augusta  Hosmer,  1 
Francis  Ilosmcr,  1 
James  E.  Harris,  1 
Chas.  H.  Handley.  1 
John  Fletcher  Jr..  1 
Daniel  Harris,  1 
Francis  Conanl,  1 
Edwin  Tarbell,  1 
Solon  A.  Robbins,  1 
Dennis  W.  Corfey,  1 
Hanson  A.  Littleficld,  1 
Levi  Hougliton,  1 
Warren  B.  Reed,  1 
Geo.  V.  Mead,  1 
Aaro  n  C.  Handley,  1 
Andrew  Willis,  1 
Windsor  Pratt,  1 
E.  F.  Fuller,  1 
John  Temple,  1 
Mrs  H.  M,  Beck,  1 
Augustus  Fletcher.  1 
Luther  Conant,  1 
Lester  Fletcher,  1 
Sylvester  Haynes,  1 
Chas.  W.  Parker,  1 
John  White,  (fern.)  1 
Ellen  Moore,  1 
AVillie  F.  Richardson,  1 
Theron  F.  Newton,  1 
Neil  Currie,  1 
Geo.  C.  Conanl,  1 
M.  F.  Going,  1 

Natae  of  Owner.  No. 
A.  B.  Brown,  1 
Francis  Pratt,  1 
Francis  Dwigiit,  2 
Lucius  S.  Hosmer,  I 
Tuttles  Jones  &  Wctii- 
erbee,  2 

L.  W.  Stearns,  1 
Joseph  Wlieeler,  1 
Geo.  II.  Keves,  1 
John  Welch,  1 
Baldwin  &  Hesselton,  1 
H.  Waldo  Tuttle,  1 
C.  A.  Harrington,  1 
James  Waldron,  1 
W.  E.  Faulkner,  I 
Walter  A.  Gilmore,  1 
George  Conant,  1 
A.  J.  Fletcher^  1 
Nelson  Tuttle,  1 
Edwin  Dwinells,  1 
N.  S.  Brooks,  1 
M.  E.  Taylor,  1 
John  Fletcher  &  Sons,  1 
John  Grimes,  1 
Ann  Flinnegan,  1 
Frank  Marshall,  1 
F.  M.  Sisson,  1 
Elnathan  Jones,  I 
Sumner  F.  Reed,  1 
James  Hannon,  1 
Charles  Wheeler, 
(fern.)  •  1 

Name  of  Owuer.  No, 
C.  A.  Pickens,  (feui.)  1 
Charles  Worster,  1 
Anson  C.  Piper,  I 
E.  J.  Robbins,  (feuj.)  1 
Cyrus  Hayward,  1 
Geo.  W.  Livermore,  1 
Moses  A.  Reed,  } 
John  W.  Randall,  1 
O.  E.  Preston,  1 
Isaiah  S.  Leach,  1 
Henry  Haynes,  1 
John  W.  Charter,  1 
Warren  E.  Taylor,  1 
Daniel  Wetherbee,  1 
Allen  Smith,  1 
Chas.  L.  Davis,  1 
Charles  Morris,  1 
N.  B.  Conant  &  Co. ,  1 
Henry  Hanson,  1 
Geo.  C.  Wright,  1 
Thomas  Calder,  1 
Frank  Robbins,  1 
Frank  H.  Harris,  1 
Daniel  Tuttle,  1 
T.  P.  Goding,  1 
Geo.  W.  Knowlton,  1 
John  P.  Rouillard,  1 
Patrick  Redding,  1 
Alonzo  L.  Tuttle,  I 
R.  M.  Gowell,  1 
Martha  D.  Ball,  1 
Jas.  E.  Richardson,  1 

Males,  <J2  at  2  00  $184. 
Females,  4  "  5  00  ="  20. 

Total,       90  $204 

WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  Tow.v  Clerk. 

Acton,  March  20,  1878. 



ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

School  Committee  iTown  of  Acton 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR,  1877-8. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton  : 

Your  School  committee  and  Superintendent  of  schools, 

having  discharged  the  duties  submitted  to  their  care,  beg 

leave  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  following  re- 
port : 

In  the  composition  of  this  report  we  have  endeavored 
to  embody  not  simply  a  statement  of  what  we  have  done 
in  our  department  of  official  town  work,  but  we  have 
striven  also  to  put  into  it  our  views  of  the  best  methods  for 
conducting  the  educational  interests  of  the  town.  We 
hope  a  careful  perusal  of  this  report  will  convince  you 
who  have  committed  to  us  such  an  important  trust,  that  we 
are  devoting  to  it  the  thought  which  it  justly  demands. 

In  the  management  of  the  schools  of  a  town  like  this, 
in  which  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  for  school 

purposes  is  necessarily  small,  in  comparison  with  the  ap- 
propriations of  cities  or  large  towns,  there  is  a  temptation 

to  be  satisfied  with  the  old  and  comparatively'  crude  meth- 
ods of  teaching,  and  to  feel  that  if  a  fair  amount  of  know- 

ledge of  the  common  branches  is  secured  it  is  all  that  we 
ought  to  expect.  But  it  is  not  thus  that  we  allow  ourselves 
to  view  the  matter.    It  is  with  us  a  constant  studv  how  we 
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€an  so  order  the  schools  as  to  secure  the  most  of  the  best 

kind  of  instruction  from  them,  without  extra  expense  to 
the  town.  We  have  striven  constantly,  without  introduc- 

ing any  radical  changes  suddenly,  to  push  up  the 
standard  of  excellence  steadily  from  term  to  term.  In  this 

work  we  have  been  aided  to  a  marked  degree  by  the  co- 
operation of  a  great  majority  of  the  scholars,  and  the  evi- 

dent sympathy  of  the  parents,  though  we  have  been  em- 
barrassed often  by  a  change  of  teachers  and  the  lack  of 

qualification  in  some  of  them  to  carry  out  our  plans  to  the 
fullest  extent. 

According  to  our  estimate,  the  advantages  of  our 
schools  consist  only  in  part  in  the  knowledge  which  the 
pupils  derive  from  their  text  books.  It  should  be  our  aim 

to,  so  far  as  possible,  so  conduct  our  schools  that  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge  will  seem  attractive  to  the  scholars,  that 

there  may  be  formed  in  them  a  taste  for  study,  and  a 
healthful  discipline  of  their  mental  faculties  which  will  give 
them  influence  and  power  in  after  life.  It  has  come  to  be 
a  truism  in  political  philosophv,  that  the  strength  of  a 
State  depends  not  so  much  upon  the  number,  as  upon  the 
intelligence  of  its  inhabitants. 

Moreover,  we  believe  it  to  be  of  the  highest  import- 
ance to  so  conduct  the  government  of  our  schools,  that 

there  will  be  a  healthful  development  of  the  best  qualities 
of  character  in  the  pupils.  The  school  is  a  miniature 
state.  If  scholars  are  so  managed  that  they  come  under 
reasonable  regulations  in  the  school,  if  they  are  law  abid- 

ing and  conscientious  there,  they  will  be  characterized  b}' 
the  same  qualities  as  citizens.  This  work  of  discipline 

should  be  accomplished  largely  in  the  famil3',but  many  pa- 
rents are  seemingly  constitutionally  unfitted  to  govern  their 

children  in  a  reasonable  and  systematic  wa}',  so  that  much 
remains  for  the  public  school  to  accomplish,  if  the  young 
are  to  be  fitted  to  be  law  abiding  citizens.  In  our  private 
advice  to  teachers,  and  in  our  more  public  addresses  to 

the  scholars,  we  always  have  this  end  in  view.  To  fur- 
ther the  important  objects  just  mentioned,  and  to  secure 

to  scholars  at  least  a  slight  knowledge  of  branches  ncK 
formerly  taught  in  our  public  schools,  we  have  encourag- 

ed so  far  as  feasible,  the  introduction  of  music,  drawings 



calisthenics,  (light  gymnastics,)  and  some  other  oeueral 
exercises. 

The  effect  of  the  introduction  of  these  exercises  has 

been  excellent,  far  beyond  our  most  sanguine  anticipa- 
tions. They  have  quickened  the  enthusiasm  and  increas- 

ed the  interest  of  the  scholars  in  their  study  of  all  the  other 
branches,  so  that  we  wish  all  of  our  teachers  might  be  able 
to  give  instruction  in  music  and  drawing  at  least.  But, 
that  you  may  the  better  understand  Avhat  has  been  done 

by  the  introduction  of  these  branches,  which  are  compara- 
tively new  in  our  schools,  we  make  a  brief  reference  to 

tiach  one. 

MUSK  - 

Instruction  of  a  more  or  less  s\  steiriati(^  character  has 

been  given  in  all  of  our  schools  in  this  brancli,  (Uirin.o-  the 
past  year.  We  were  so  fortunate  at  the  beginning  of  tiie 
year,  as  to  have  the  services  of  one  teacher,  Miss  Lizzie 
S.  Taylor,  who  is  eminently  qualified  to  give  instructions 
in  this  branch,  and  we  thought  it  a  favorable  opportunity 

to  learn  by  actual  experiment  ̂ ^'hat  amount  of  facility-  in 
ringing  may  be  acquired  by  tlie  scholars  of  a  primary 
school.  The  result  of  this  experiment  is,  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  cases  are  verv  rare  where  children  are  not  capable 
of  learning  to  sing,  if  properly  instructed.  At  the  end  of 

the  first  term  there  w^as  quite  a  large  number  of  scholars 
who  seemed  to  have  no  ear  for  music,  but  at  the  close  of 
the  school  year,  there  were  only  three  or  four  ( and  two  of 
these  had  been  absent  much  of  the  time)  unable  to  sing  by 
rote,  and  many  of.them  had  a  good  degree  of  knowledge 
of  the  rudiments  of  the  art. 

We  have  had  musical  instruments  in  three  ot'the  school 
rooms  a  part  of  the  year,  and  they  have  been  of  material 
aid  in  conducting  the  musical  exercises. 

DRAWING. 

We  have  endeavored  to  impart  a  systematic  knowl- 
•edge  of  this  art  in  one  of  our  schools,  but  as  the  same 
teacher  has  had  charge  of  the  school  no  tw^o  terms,  the 
conditions  for  such  an  experiment  have  not  been  very  fa- 
vorable. 

Most  of  our  teachers  have  used  drawing  cards  and 
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have  had  the  drawings  put  upon  the  blackboards.  The 
results  from  this  method  of  instruction  have  been  quite 
satisfactor3^  Map  drawing  is  also  practiced  in  all  of  our 
schools  and  has  been  found  to  be  the  most  effective  pro- 

cess of  teaching  Geography.  Upon  the  boards  in  some 
of  the  school  rooms  we  have  seen  copies  of  the  illustra- 

tions which  are  found  in  the  text  books  upon  Physiology 
and  Natural  Philosophy.  In  many  cases  the  copies  have 

been  perfect.  Without  reducing  our  instruction  in  this  de- 
partment to  any  rigid  system,  we  believe  we  are  accom- 

plishing a  good  amount  of  work,  and  are  attaining  to  a 
higher  degree  of  excellence  each  term. 

CALISTHENICS. 

T/iese  exercises  have  been  employed  in  our  school^ 
more  generally  during  the  past  year  than  hitherto.  It  is 
our  practice  to  encourage  teachers  to  introduce  them  to  a 
reasonable  extent.  Such  exercises  quicken  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  so  that  more  of  the  vital  fluid  passes  over  the 

brain  and  the  mental  activity  is  thereby  increased.  More- 
over, if  scholars  are  required  to  take  bodily  exercise  in  a 

systematic  way  in  the  school  room,  there  will  not  be  such 

a  superabundance  of  animal  spirits  w^hentheygo  out,  and 
they  w411  be  more  quiet  and  studious  during  the  school 
hours. 

OTHER  STUMES  ANl)  EXERCISES. 

We  have  endeavored  to  employ  every  possible  expe- 

dient to  keep  up  the  scholars'  interest  in  ̂ the  fundamental 
branches  of  study.  Instead  of  confining  the  pupils  to  the 
oral  method  of  spelling,  we  have  had  them  write  their 
w^ords  in  books  to  be  passed  in  to  the  teacher  for  correc- 

tion. In  some  cases  we  have  had  scholars  write  their  words 

upon  the  boards  to  be  corrected  by  the  whole  class.  We 

have  paid  considerable  attention  to  Composition,  an  exer- 
cise which  combines  Invention,  Grammar,  Writing  and 

Spelling.  We  trust  this  exercise  will  be  more  fully  prac- 
ticed in  tlie  future  than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  scholars  in  Grammar  during  the  past  year 

has  been  excellent,  and  the  progress  in  all  the  other  funda- 
mental branches  has  been  fully  up  to  the  average.  The 
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improvement  in  Reading  in  all  our  primary  schools  is  es- 
pecially noticable. 

MORALS  AND  MANNERS. 

We  can  not  pass  from  this  part  of  our  Report  without 
calling  your  attention  to  these  topics,which  have  engrossed 
our  attention  during  the  past  few  months  more  than  ever 
before.  We  have  received  a  book  for  examination,  by  A. 
M.  Gow,  A.  M..  entided  ''Good  Morals  and  Gende  Man- 

ners.*' and  we  are  so  much  pleased  with  it  we  wish  it  might 
be  in  the  hands  of  every  youth  in  our  town  and  its  con- 

tents thoroughly  learned.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
topics  treated  of  in  this  work  :  Habits,  Law,  Hatred,  Cour- 

age, Chastity,  Veracity,  Temperance,  Patriotism,  Duties^ 
of  Citizenship,  Cleanliness,  Dress,  Conversation,  Beha- 

vior on  the  Street,  Behavior  in  the  Church  and  Lecture 

Room.  Behavior  in  Travelling,"  &c.,  &c.  In  the  preface 
are  expressions  setting  forth  the  views  of  the  author,  which 
are  so  exactly  our  own  that  we  quote  them  : 

'*He  believes  that  the  true  happiness  and  real  usefulness^ 
of  each  individual  depends  largely  upon  the  application  of 
the  principles  of  virtuous  living. 

•'He  believes  thatmorallessons  w^hich  are  taught  in  an- 
ticipation of  temptation  are  more  profitable  than  those  ivhich 

follow  the  commission  of  crime  ;  that  a  boy  just  convicted 
of  stealing  is  not  in  the  best  frame  of  mind  to  receive  his 
first  lessons  upon  honesty. 

*'He  believes  that  all  schools  should  be  places  of  true 
refinement  and  elegant  culture,  and  that  when  they  are 
not  they  must  be  nurseries  of  vulgarity. 

'•He  believes  that  the  gentleman  and  lady  must  be 
distinguished  by  good  manners  and  that  good  manners-, 

are  the  outgrowth  of  good  morals." 
We  find  it  to  be  especially  necessary  to  take  every 

precaution  to  guard  the  purity  of  our  scholars.  It  seems 
desirable  that  all  the  pupils  of  a  school  should  have 
their  recess  at  the  same  time,  that  there  may  be  the  least 
possible  loss  to  the  recitations,  and  that  the  teachers  may 
have  a  little  relaxation,  as  well  as  the  scholars.  But  if  this 

course. is  pursued  arrangements  ought  to  be  made  so  that 
the  sexes  may  be  by  themselves.     Such  an  arrangement 



has  been  made  at  West  Acton  and  has  been  possible  at  the 
Centre  and  East  since  the  new  school-houses  were  erected, 
and  should  be  made  immediately  in  the  other  districts,  es- 

pecially at  South  Acton.  This  is  a  matter  of  such  serious 
importance  as  to  require  immediate  attention. 

CHOICE  OF  TEACHERS. 

A  review  of  the  workings  of  our  schools  during  the 

past  year  will  make  it  appear  that  we  have  reason  to  con- 
gratulate ourselves  that  we  have  made  so  few  mistakes  un- 

der this  head.  But  the  qualifications  requisite  to  the  suc- 
cessful teacher  are  so  varied  that  it  is  impossible  always 

to  make  the  right  choice.  Enthusiasm,  tact,  patience, 
and  other  qualities  are  just  as  essential  in  a  teacher  as  a 

good  education.  Every  teacher  exerts  an  unconscious  in- 
fluence over  the  scholars.  It  is  ver}^  desirable  to  have  in 

the  teachers  to  whose  care  we  commit  our  children  all 

those  gentle  manners  and  good  qualities  of  heart  which 
we  wish  to  see  in  our  children  when  thev  attain  to  mature 

life,  but  it  is  presumptuous  in  us  to  expect  in  all  our  teach- 
ers every  excellence  of  mind  and  heart.  It  is  ever  our 

aim  to  secure  the  best  teachers  possible  with  the  means  at 
our  disposal.  If  we  make  mistakes,  we  only  show  that  we 
are  human  like  our  fellowmen.  When  we  have  become 
satisfied  that  we  have  made  a  mistake  under  this  head,  we 

hasten  to  correct  it  so  soon  as  is  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  justice  to  all  concerned,  and  this  is  all  that  can  be 

required. 
TEXT  BOOKS. 

We  have  made  no  changes  in  text  books  during  the 

year  and  have  no  changes  to-recommend.  The  experi- 
ment of  using  Miss  HalFs  Geographies  which  was  entered 

upon  in  1873  has  not  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  and  we 

have  displaced  them  to  a  considerable  extent  by  Guyot's 
Geographies  which  have  never  been  removed  wholly  from 

our  schools.  These  geogmphies  have  been  greatly  im- 
proved during  the  past  five  years  and  give  very  good  sat- 

isfaction now. 

Without  dwelling  upon  other  topics  which  we  might 
advert  to,  we  now  invite  your  attention  to  a  brief  notice 
of  each  school. 
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CENTER  GRAMMAR. 

Though  this  school  has  had  a  different  teaclier  each 
term  during  the  year,  it  has  been  favored  with  the  best  of 
instruction. 

The  spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  M.  C.  Harris, 
who  has  received  such  favorable  mention  in  several  of  our 

previous  reports  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  add  anything  . 
here  in  her  praise.  We  simply  say,  she  put  her  best  work 
into  this  school,  and  the  scholars  made  excellent  progress 
under  her  charij^e. 

The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  AdaC.  Davis,  who 
was  a  member  of  our  corps  of  teachers  four  years  ago  and 
was  very  favorably  mentioned  in  our  reports  at  that  time. 
Since  then  she  has  had  considerable  experience  in  teach- 

ing, and  her  work  showed  excellent  results.  We  were 
well  satisfied  with  her  management  of  the  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  bv  Rev.  James  Fletcher, 
A.  M.  Mr.  Fletcher  being  a  native  of  this  town  and  hav- 

ing had  charge  of  one  of  the  best  academies  in  the  com- 
monwealth several  years,  it  would  be  vain  for  us  to  at- 

tempt to  sa}'  anything  to  add  to  his  praise.  We  will  only 
say  that  he  devoted  all  his  strength  and  talents  to  his  work, 
and  manifested  an  enthusiasm  which  we  have  never  seen 

excelled  in  a  public  school.  The  work  accomplished  was 
fully  commensurate  with  the  ability  and  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  teacher.  It  was  a  rare  opportunity  for  the  youth  of 
this  district  to  secure  the  best  of  advantages,  and  we  are 

happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  they  improved  it  to  the  tull- 

est  extent,  as  is  very  evident  from  our  "Tabular  View." 
CENTER  PRIMARY. 

This  school  was  taught  throughout  the  year  by  Miss 

Lizzie  S.  Taylor.  This  was  Miss  Taylor's  first  experience 
in  teaching,  but  she  devoted  herself  most  heartily  to  the 
work,  and  soon  proved  her  peculiar  qualifications  for  the 
management  of  such  a  school.  She  secured  and  retained 

the  love  of  the  scholars,  without  an}'  sacrifice  of  firmness, 
so  that  the  order  of  the  school  constantly  improved  under 
her  care.  In  another  place  we  have  spoken  of  her  success 

in  teaching  music.    There  was  also  a  marked  improve- 



ment  in  reading,  *  spelling,  •  and  the  other  branches 
usually  taught  in  a  primary  school. 

SOLTH  GRAMMAK. 

The  spring  and  tall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught 
by  Miss  M.  E.  Felton.  Miss  Felton  did  an  excellent  work 
in  this  school  during  both  of  these  terms.  We  consider 
her  one  of  the  best  of  the  teachers  in  our  employ  during 
the  year.  We  would  have  made  a  strenuous  effort  to 
secure  her  services  for  the  winter  term,  had  it  not  been  for 

the  difficulty  which  attended  the  management  of  this 
.school  the  previous  winter.  We  thou^^ht  it  advisable  to 
secure  a  male  teacher,  though  it  mav  be  we  made  a 
mistake. 

The  winter  term  was  nianagcd\})  by  Rev. S.O.Dyer. 
This  teacher  liad  charge  of  a  small  school  in  this  town  in 
1875.    In  our  report  of  the  school  he  then  taught  we  said. 

The  school  made  a  fair  degree  of  progress  under  his' 
management.  He  did  not  awaken  the  enthusiasm  and 
arouse  the  ambition  of  the  scholars  quite  tO'  the  degree  that 
we  could  have  desired,  but  we  have  no  doubt  had  he  con- 

tinued in  charge  of  the  school  another  term  he  Vv^ould  have 
been  successful  to  a  more  marked  degree."  Mr.  D.  had 
not  taught  for  several  years  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
other  school,  but  he  professed  to  have  received  special 
preparation  for  the  work  of  teaching,  and,  as  since  then  he 
has  taught  several  terms  in  a  neighboring  town,  and  has 
been  assistant  superintendent  of  schools  in  another  toAvn, 
we  judged  it  safe  to  commit  this  school  to  his  charge,  but 
we  are  sorr}^  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  the  school  was 
very  far  from  being  a  success. 

It  will  be  our  most  earnest  care  to  make  this  school 

what  it  should  be  in  the  year  to  come,  and  we  hope  all  the  ■ 
people  of  the  district  will  cooperate  with  us  in  this  w^ork. 

SOUTH  PEIMARY. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  M.  A.  Forbush 
throughout  the  year.  As  this  is  the  third  year  that  Miss 
F.  has  had  charge  of  this  school,  and  as  she  has  been 
noticed  verv  favorably  in  our  two  last  reports,  we  need 
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only  to  say  that  she  has  grown  constantly  in  our  estimation 
as  an  earnest  and  enthusiastic  teacher.  The  last  examina- 

tion of  her  school  was  especially  satisfactory. 

WEST  (iHA31M  VIi. 

The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught 

by  Miss  Belle  Smith,  who  taught  the  same  school  in  the  ' 
spring  of  l>>7(j.    Under  Miss  S.'s  instruction  the  order  and 
general  progress  of  the  scholars    in    this    school  were 
excellent. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Bolari.  A. 
B.  Mr.  Bolan  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  and 
amply  qualified  to  give  instruction  in  a  much  higher  grade 
of  school  than  this.  This  was  his  first  experience  in  teach- 

ing a  public  school,  but  he  applied  himself  very  laborious- 
ly to  his  work  and  gives  promise,  with  added  experience, 

•  of  great  excellence  as  a  teacher. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 

f 
,  The  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught 

by  Miss  O.  A.  Hopkins,  who  had  had  charge  of  this 
-  ischool  since  the  fall  of  1874.  She  has  been  so  frequently 

mentioned  in  commendatory  terms  in  the  reports  of  this 
committee,  that  we  need  add  nothing  here.  x\fter  a  long 
and  faithful  service.  Miss  H.  had  the  offer  of  a  more  per- 

manent position,  and  much  to  the  regret  of  her  pupils,  de- 
cided to  accept. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  b}^  Miss  Clara  L.  Sweatt. 
Miss  S.,  though  young  and  compaiatively  inexperienced, 
proved  to  be  just  the  right  teacher  for  the  management  of 
this  school.  She  introduced  music  and  calisthenics  with 

excellent  effect,  and  managed  to  keep  the  interest  of  the 
scholars  constantly  excited,  so  that  they  made  rapid  pro- 

gress in  all  their  studies,  and  the  school  was  a  success  in 
every  respect. 

NORTH  ACTON. 

The  spring  an:l  tali  tL'rnis  of  this  school  w^ere  taught 
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by  Mrs.  Allie  Loker.  Mrs.  L.  formerly  taught  in  some  of 
our  schools  and  was  always  mentioned  in  the  highest  terms, 
of  commendation.  We  need  only  to  say  that  her  success 
in  the  management  of  this  school  left  little  to  be  desired. 
In  her  position  as  teacher  she  was  the  perfect  embodiment 
of  enthusiasm,  and  the  scholars  could  not  but  catch  her 
spirit.  She  was  fertile  in  the  invention  of  expedients  to 
interest  and  instruct  her  pupils,  and  we  seldom,  if  ever,  » 
have  seen  a  more  reasonable  and  devoted  attachment  of 
teacher  and  scholars  than  existed  here. 

The  winter  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Mary  H.  Wood,  an  experienced  teacher  of  a  tried  reputa- 

tion. This  teacher,  in  comparison  with  the  one  who  pre- 
ceded her,  seemed  lacking  in  enthusiasm,  though  her 

school  always  appeared  well;  and  the  examination  which 
closed  the  term  was  quite  creditable  both  as  regards  the 
amount  of  knowledge  gained  and  as  regards  the  methods 
which,  evidentl}^  had  been  pursued  by  the  teacher. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

This  school  has  been  continued  under  the  excellent 
instruction  of  Miss  G.  E.  Tuttle.  Miss  T.  was  mentioned 

very  favorably  in  our  last  report,  and  we  can  truly  say 
that  she  has  steadily  gained  in  excellence  as  an  instructor. 

Her  interest  in  the  school,  and  the  scholars' interest  in  her, 
seem  to  increase  every  term.  The  last  examination  was 
very  creditable  both  to  teacher  and  scholars. 

SOUTH  EAST. 

Onlv  two  terms  of  school  were  held  in  this  district 

during  the  year.  The  school  was  taught  during  both  terms 
by  Miss  A.  W.  Packard.  The  number  of  scholars  was 
quite  small,  but  the  teacher  devoted  herself  very  earnestly 
to  her  work  and  aroused  the  ambition  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  scholars  as  we  never  have  seen  them  aroused  before. 

This  teacher  is  deserving  of  much  credit  and  we  hope  her 
services  may  be  secured  again. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistical  reports.  In  the 
number  of  visits,  those  of  the  Superintendent  are  not  in- 
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eluded,  nor  those  of  friends  who  were  present  at  examina- 
tions. 

Respectfully  submitted  : 

C.  A.  Harrington,  (chairman,) 
J.  W.  LoKER,  (clerk,) 
L.  CONANT, 

D.  J.  Wetherbee, 
C.  B.  Stone, 

W.  S.  Jones, 

School 
Committee 

of 

Acton. 

F.  P.  WOOD, 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  for  the  Committee. 

i 
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ROLL.  OF  HONOR. 

NOT  ABSENT   OK  TARDY 
FOB  ONE  TEBM, 

NOT  ABSENT   OR  TARDY 
FOR  TWO  TERMS. 

NOT  ABSENT  OR  TARDY 
J-OR  THREE  TERMS. 

Addie  H.  Barker, 
Susie  E.  Billings, 
Gerty  L.  Clark, 
Josie  M.  Hannon, 
Mary  I.  Jackson, 
Mabel  G.  Pratt, 
Mabel  Richardson, 
Eda  F.  Shapley, 
Eva  C.  Shapley, 
Etta  C.  Temple, 
S.  Bertie  Tuttle, 
Hiram  Gates, 
James  Hannon, 
Arlon  U.  Jackson, 
Charles  Pond, 
Eddie  G.  Poole. 

Harry  A.  Fletcher, 
Lulie  E.  Hosraer, 
John  Lynch, 
George  C.  Warren, 
Idella  J.  Barker, 
M.  Florence  Fletcher, 
Carrie  F.  Hanson, 
Ada  M.  Jones, 
Lillie  F.  Richardson, 
Saidie  C.  Sawyer, 
Carrie  L.  Shapley. 

Frank  Cum^ings, 
John  Kingsley, 
George  F.  Rouillard, 
George  W.  Tuttle. 

Jennie  L.  Ayers, 

SOUTH  GRAMMAR. 

Carrie  B.  Hay  ward, 
Estelle  D.  Heath, 
Carrie  E.  Jones, 
Emma  A.  Pratt. 

Henrietta  Sawyer, 
Willie  H.  Wilbur. 

SOUTH  PRIMARY. 

Charlie  F.  Wherren, 
Clara  F.  Leach, 
Martha  C.  Pratt. 

Charles  W.  Leach, 
A.  Ernie  Wilbur. 

CENTER  GRAMMAR. 
Arthur  Davis, 
Gilman  Parlin, 
Horace  F.  Tuttle, 
Annie  Hammond, 
Mary  F.  Waldron. 
CENTER  PRIMARY. 
Mary  Radding, 

Sarah  Hammond. 
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E.  Elmira  Ayers, 
Susie  E.  Conant, 
IdaF.  Davis, 
Bertha  J.  Fisk, 
Hattie  M.  Robbins, 
Hattie  E.  Smith, 
Augusta  W.  Smith, 
Hattie  L.  Tuttle, 
Homer  L.  Ayers, 
Frank  A.  Fisk, 
Florian  W.  Fisk, 
J,  Willie  Livermore, 
Warren  O.  Robbins, 
Charles  Rouiilard, 
George  Smith. 

Willie  Kelley, 
Charles  Holden, 
NellieWhite, 
Charles  Holten, 
Charles  Hopkins, 
Hattie  Davis, 
Lottie  Handley, 
Hattie  Parker, 
Ida  Reed, 
Lottie  Richardson, 
Hattie  Whitcomb. 

Emery  Clark, 
Bertie  Hall, 
Willie  Hopkine, 
Ernest  Knowlton, 
Fred.  Parker, 
Clesson  Parker, 
Freddie  Teele, 
Freddie  Whitcomb, 
Bertie  Willis, 
Alice  Hoar. 

Augusta  W.  Smith. 

WEST  GRAMMAR. 
Arthur  Blanchard, 
Edwin  Holten, 
Minnie  Hart, 
Florence  Noyes, 
Ella  Teele, 
Clara  Tuttle. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 
Walter  Gardner, 
Eugene  Hall, 
Herbert  Hapgood, 
Ned  Holten, 
Everett  Richardson, 
Alfred  Richardson. 

Arthur  Bradford, 
Bertie  Mead, 
Mary  Tuttle. 

Willie  Hart, 
Ida  Tuttle. 

NORTH. 
El  win  Harris, 
Everett  Rouiilard, 
Beitie  Smith, 
Nellie  Ryan. 

EAST. 
Carlton  C.  Conant, 
Harry  G.  Robbins, 
Ernest  E.  Wetberbee. 

Annie  Gallaghan, 
Minnie  Harris, 
Hattie  Harris, 
Annie  Ryan, 
Mattie  Smith. 

Freddie  W.  Billings, 
Willie  D.  Davis, 
Arthur  B.  Davis, 
Florence  B.  Perkins. 

Note. — We  have  had  to  make  up  this  roll  almost  entirely  from  the  re- 
gisters. We  have  tried  to  guard  against  mistakes  and  hope  we  have  made 

none.  In  some  cases  scholars  have  been  kept  from  school  by  sickness  and  in 
some  instances  they  ha\e  not  been  tardy  or  absent  after  they  began  to  go 
to  school,  but  did  not  go  the  first  day.  We  are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  put those  in.    But  we  find  it  necessary  to  adhere  to  a  system. 

Herbert  H.  Robbins. 
Willie  O.  Smith. 
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West. 
North. 
East. 

Grammar. 
Primary, 
Grammar, 
Primary, 
Grammar, 
Primary, 

Miss  A.  C.  Davis, 
*'   L.  S.  Taylor, 
"  M.  E.  Felton, 
"  M.  A.  Forbush, 
"  B.  Smith, 
''   0.  A.  Hopkins, 

Mrs.  A,  H.  Loker, 
Miss  G.  E.  Tuttle, 

21 

23 

8 
3 
15 

21 

2^ 

3 

#36.00 32.00 
40.00 
40.00 
40.00 
40.00 
32.00 34.00 

29 
35 
45 43 

39 
40 17 

23 

24 

271 
4U 
37^ 

35 
35 
15^ 

0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

5 
0 
7 
1 
5 
0 
1 
u 

5 
8 

17 

14 
9 
6 
4 

rotals. ona 
$294.00 

071 ■6/1 9 ill 19 77 

WINTER  TERM. 

CpntvP    *  Grammar. Centie.  primary, 
o     .1  Grammar. 
South.    ]  prin,ary. 
w    +      i  Grammar, vv  est.      -j  primai-v. North. 
East. 
South  East. 

Rev.  J.  Fletcher, 
Miss  L.  S.  Taylor, 
Rev.  S.  0.  Dyer, 
Miss  M.  A.  Forbush, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Bolan, 
Miss  C.  L.  Sweatt, 
"  M.  H.  Wood, 
"  G.  E.  Tuttle, 
"  A.  W.  Packard, 

2>\ 3i 

2 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3i 

% 

$50.00 32.00 
50.00 
40.00 
40.00 
40.00 
36.00 
34.00 
30.00 

46 
27 

53 38 

44 38 

18 
20 
11 

44 

'111 

45+ 

33- 

41 
3i 

16 
18^ 

7» 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

22 

0 
16 
2 
13 
0 
2 
1 
1 

22 12 

25 39 47 

9 
29 
9 

Totals, 

27^ 

$352.00 295 

266J 

1 57 
192 

Aggregate  for  year. 
71 $966.00 839 

742 
4 88 397 

The  average  attendance  during  the  year  was  .88  of  the  whole  number  of  schol- ars ;  an  unusually  high  pe  rentage. 
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FINANCIAL  KEPOET. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $707  00 
Received  from  the  town  of  Stow,  16  00 

for  grass,  1  50 
Balance  from  last  year,  109  39 

Paid  teachers,  i680  00 

for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  47  53 
for  care  of  house  and  furnace,        41  45 

"    for  cleaning  school  house,  wash- 
ing curtains,  for  brooms,  crayons 

and  ink,  .  15  50 
Paid  for  desk  books,  5  11 
Balance  on  hand,  44  30 

$833  89 

$833  89 C.  A.  HARRINGTON,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $707  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  18  75 

Paid  teachers,  580  00 

for  tuel,  lor  preparing  it,  &c.,  73  52 
"  care  of  house,  45  00 

^'     "  incidentals,  broom,  pail,  re- 
pairing, erasers,  crayons,  waste  bas- 

kets, ink,  and  desk  books,  12  28 
Balance  on  hand,  14  95 

$725  75 

$725  75 C.  B.  STONE,  Committee, 
CENTER  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $697  00 
Balance  from  last  yc^ar,  117  88 

Paid  teachers,  $645  75 

"    for  fuel,  60  82 
care  of  house,  38  00 

"  incidentals,  15  66 

$814  88 



0 

16 

Balance  on  hand,  54  65 

$814  88 L.  CONANT,  CommtUee. 
NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $320  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  26  64 

Paid  teachers,  $260  00 

"    for  fuel,  preparing  it,  &c.,  35  43^ 
care  of  house,  &c.,  12  57 

Balance  on  hand,           '  38  64 

$346  64 

$346  64 J.  W.  LOKER,  CommiUee. 
EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $320  00 
Balance  fiom  last  year,  30  59 

Paid  to  teachers,  $295  00 
"    for  fuel,  34  76 

for  incidentals,  3  73 

"    for  care  of  house,  12  00 
Balance  on  hand,  f/  10 

$350  59 

D.  J.  WETHERBEE,  Committee. 
SOUTH  EAST. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $185  00 

$350  59 nittee. 

$1<S5  00 Paid  teacher,  $165  00 
for  fuel,  15  25 

"    for  erasers  and  crayons,  2  00 
for  care  of  house,  2  75 

  1185  00 

W.  S.JONES,  Committee. 
Amount  raised  by  the   town  for 

schools,  $2,500  00 
Income  from  State  school  fund,  183  73 

Income  from  dog  fund,  171  86 

Total,   ■■  $2,855  59 
Number  of  children  reported  by  the  Assessors  between 

the  ages  of  live  and  fifteen,  289.  Sum  appropriated  by  the 
town  for  each  schohir,  \>S  65. 



REPORTS 

SELECTMEN  AND  OTHER  OFFICES  S 

Town'        S  d  t  o  iq 

FEB.  26,  1878,  TO  FEB.  26,  1871S 

INCLUDING  THE 

Mimm,  mm  m  beaths  in  i 

ALSO  THE 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

ACTON : 

Printed  at  the  Office  of  the  Acton  Patriot,  South  Acton. 

1879. 



TOWN  OFEKERS  FOE  1879. 

TOWN  CLERK. 
William  D.  Tuttle. 

SELECTMEN. 

Daniel  J.  Wetherbee,  John  White,  Charles  B.  Stone. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Elisha  H.  Cutler,  f  John  White.  Frank  Hosmer. 

ASSESSORS. 
William  D.  Tuttle,  Phineas  Wetherbee. 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYORS. 

Daniel  WetliPrbee,  Charles  Wheeler,  Abram  H.  JonoH. 
George  R.  Keyes,  O.  W.  Mead. 

FENCE  VIEWERS. 

John  Fletcher,  2d,  John  E.  Houghton.  Nahum  C.  Reed. 

SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER. 
Levi  W.  Stevens,  Ed.  F.  Richardson,  C has.  B.  Stone, 
Francis  Dwight,  Geo.  H.  Harris.  Wm.  B.  Davis, 

Elbridge  Robbins,  E.  J,  Robbina. 

SURVEYORS  OF  WOOD. 
Lucius  S.  Hosmer,  S.  L.  Duttoa.  Chas.  B.  Stone. 
E.  J.  RobbinF,  Jona.  Yf.  Loker,  Geo.  H.  Harris, 
Wm.  B.  Davis,  Geo.  H.  Warren,  Moses  E.  Taylor, 

Henry  D.  Parlin. 

SURVEYORS  OF  HOOPS  AND  STAVES. 
David  M.  Haudley,  Jos.  Dole,  Wm.  Reed. 

FIELD  DRIVERS. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Sanders.  Geo.  R,  Keyes,  Chas.  L.  Beck. 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 

John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  Joseph  F.  Cole,  William  W.  Davis. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

George  F.  Flagg,  J.  W.  Loker,         Luther  Conant,         D.  J.  Wetherbee. 
C.  B.  Stone,  W.  S.  Jones. 

F.  P.  Wood,  Superiut  3udent  of  Schools. 



SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

Appropriations  and  Receipts. 

Unexpended  balance  of  last  year, $3,717  09 

Re^^ular  Town  Grant, 8,000  00 
"         "       "      for  Highways, 1,500  00 

"       "  Schools, 2,500  00 
State  Tax, 720  00 

County  " 
-520  10 

Overkyings, 476  20 

Liquor  Licenses, 351  00 

Cash  of  Daniel  Harris, 500  00 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 
15  00 

CorjDoration  Tax, 397  94 

National  Bank  Tax, 501  47 

State  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1878, 
96  00 

Cash  of  Chas.  Wheeler, 9  00 

Town  Hall  Receipts, 79  17 

Woodlawn  Cemetery, 38  83 

Town  of  Weston,  burial  of  R.  Fisk, 
26  00 

State  School  Fund, 182  37 

Dog  Fund, 
176  40  i 

Support  of  Schools. 

Paid  C.  B.  Stone,  West  District, $681  21 

C.  A.  Harrington,  So.  " 
681  21 

Luther  Conant,  Centre  " 
676  37 
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Paid  I.  W.  Plagg,  East  District,  308  11 

G.  H.  Harris,  North    "  308  11 
W.  S.  Jones,  So.  East  200  00 

 —  $2,855  01 

Eepairs  on  Town  Buildings. 

Paid  Luther  Conant,  Centre  School  House,    $15  96 

1.  W.  Flagg,  East            "  " 
2 64 

L.  U.  Holt— 

Furcace  and  Pipe  for  Town  Hali, 
20 

87 

Labor, 1 
25 

16  feet  Pipe  for  West  School  House, 2 
00 

8  Elbows, 1 
00 

2  lbs.  Galvanized  Pipe, 
40 

3  lbs.  Zinc, 

27 

Labor, 2 00 

G.  L.  Towne,— 
Ptcnairs  on  West  School  House, 

11 65 

Repairs  on  Highways. 

A.  H.  Jones,  .Breaking  Roads,  1878,  $22 oo 

H.  Haynes.                      "  " 
2 

4-1 

J.  Fletcher, 

10 

00 

J.  C.  Wheeler,     "  u 6 74 

G.  A.  Hay  ward,                "  " 
3 

15 
G,  R.  Keyes, 3 00 

F.  H.  Whitcomb,              "  187T-78, 
8 60 

"                  Willows  for  setting. 5 00 

Chas.  Wheeler,  repairs  on  J.  McCarthy's 
road. 

14 
00 

Chas.  Wheeler,  Breaking  Roads,  1878, 7 
80 

A  Bullette,            "          "  " 
7 

73 

Edwin  Tuttle,        "          "  " 
9 15 

Samuel  Hosmer,  " 
3 

34 

Luke  Tuttle,          "          "  " 
6 

90 

$58  04 
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Paid  Nahum  Littlefield,  Breaking  Roads,1878,  1  60 

Moses  Taylor,  "  3  15 
J.  E.  Billings,  Repairing  Washout  near 

I.  W.  Flagg's,  12  75 
J.  E.  Billings,  Railing  Highways,  36  51 

Silas  Conant,       "  27  83 
Daniel  Harris,  Repairing  Bridge  near 

I,  W.  Flagg's,  2  50 
Daniel  Harris,  Iron,  Sharpening  Drills, 

and  Posts  for  Rails,  25  27 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  Iron  for  Railings,  17  56 
J.  E.  Reed,  Lumber  44  43 

George  Chandler,  Breaking  Roads,  1878,  9  60   $291  47 

Regiiiar  Highway  Work. 

A.  11.  JONES,  SURVEYO-R. 

67  3-4  Days Work  at  2  00, 
S135 

50 

56  1-4 
.a u oxen  at  2  00, 112 50 

113  1-2 
u u horses  at  1  00, 

113 
50 

64  1-4 
u Ci 

L.  Jones,  at  1  50, 96 
37 

52  1-4 
l( ii A.  Cole, 

78 

38 

64  1-4 
u D.  Cronan, 96 

37 

24  1-2 
il 

ii 
W.  P.  Wilbur, 

36 
74 

3  1-2 
a a Bulette, 5 25 

1  1-2 li u Murphy, 
2 

25 

2 11 a Quinlan, 3 
00 

1 u H.  Lewis, 1 
50 

6  3-4 
u D.  Rynn, 1120 

Lumber for  Railing 5 
53 

Sluiceways,  Plank,  Scraper,  &c., 9 
74   $706  75 

CHARLES  WHEELER,  SURVEYOR. 

For  68  1-4  Days  Work,  at  2.00,  136  50 

56  3-4    "       "     oxen,  at  2.00,         113  50 
127  "    horses,  at  1.00,         127  00 
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For  60  14  days  work,  C.  H.  Wheeler,  1.50,  90  38 

75  1-4  ̂' 
a A  Smith 112  89 

57  3-4  " 
u •T   W<il  rlrnn 

15  3-4 
1  .^0 

19 F.  O'lVpnl  1  00 19  00 JLC  \J\J 

9  1-4 i  c "       1  9^; 

1.^0, 

4 Moses  Taylor,  1.50, 0  00 
1-5 u G.  T.  Knowlton, 25 

Powder, 9  50 

Fuse, 1  80 
ScraDer, 6  25 

44  lbs.  Gastinffs, 2  6T 

S.  A.  Guilford,  Blacksmithin<r. 
65 

D.  Harris, 4  34 

E.  A.  Phalen. u 6*53 

Scraper  Plate, 6  50 

Planks, 1  50 

Luther  Con  ant,  use of  Plow, 50 

By  Order  of  County  Commissioners, 

Paid  Wm.  Reed,  for  Stone  Bounds,  $6  00 

A.  H.  Jones,  work  on  So.  Acton  Road,  670  55 

Chas.  Wheeler,  do.  392  92 

A.  C.  Piper,  Railings  for  "  5  00 

Support  of  Poor. 
Paid  E.  H.  Cutler,  balance  due  Town  Farm 

April  1, 1878,  S301  43 

E.  H.  Cutler,  on  account  expenses 

the  present  year,  164  50 

E.  H.  Cutler,  for  support  of — 
Clara  Wheeler,  321  61 

John  Carney,  ,    115  27 
George  J.  Dole,  26  71 

$769  08 

$1,074  47 
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John  Dakin,  63  00 

Traynor  Family,  83  36 

Burial  expense  of  Traynor  child,  1876,  11  00 
Lucy  Oliver,  6  24 
Sarah  B.  Child,  18  50 
Patrick  Sullivan,  2  00 

Lucy  Hosmer,  6  25 

Michael  McMurphy,  8  00 
Levi  Charaberlin,  13  52 

Betsey  Chaffin,  163  75 
Burial  expense  of  Robert  Fisk,  26  00 

Journey  to  Needham,  respecting  G.J.  Dole,  3  00 
"  "  W.F.Whitney  3  00 

"  Boston  respecting  J.  Carney,  1  50 
"         Worcester         Clara  Wheeler,  3  50 

Stationery  and  Postage,  75 

Town  Debt. 

Paid  Joseph  Noyes,  Note  and  Interest,  $213  33 

Concord  Bank,    "  3,606  75 
Daniel  Harris,  500  00 

State  Aid. 

Paid  R.  C.  Wright,  $48  00 
Hattie  W.  Wilder,  48  00 

Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid. 
Paid  William  Reed,  $42  00 

W.  F.  Wood,  70  00 

Benj.  Skinner,  .22  00 
E.  H.  Cutler  for  B.  Skinner,  47  12 

"       "          J.  Carney,  140  97 
Allen  Smith,  8  00 

11,337  89 

14,320  08 

196  00 

$330  09 

0 
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Cemetery  Expenses. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  for  labor  and  ma- 
terial  for  Woodlawn, 

$168 38 
R.  R.  Fletcher,  Trees, 63 

00 

John  Blood,  Hay  for  mulching  trees, 10 
90 

Ai  Robbins,  Building  Wall, 
223 10 

Silas  Conant,  Labor, 

76 

12 

Calvin  Harris.  Mud, 2 
50 

J.  F.  Rouillard,  Stone, 8 00 

J.  F.  Cole,  Labor,  Mount  Hope, 40 
50 

"       "  Seats, 10 61 

Town  Officers. 

PaidF.  P.  Wood,  Supt.  Schools,  1877-78.  i|50  00 
Reuben  L.  Reed,  Sealer  Weights  and 

Measures,  1876-1877,  20  00 
Francis  Dwight,  Collector  Taxes,  1877,  50  00 

F.  P.  Wood,  Supt.  Schools  in  part,  1878,  45  00 
P.  Wetherbee,  Assessor.  30  00 

A.  C.  Handley,      "  25  00 
.  Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  30  00 

"              Town  Clerk,  25  00 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  Selectman,  70  00 

John  White,             "  45  00 

C.  B.  Stone,             "  45  00 
Francis  Dwight,  Supt.  Burials,  1878,  81  00 

Interest  od  Town  Debt. 

Paid  J  K.  Putney,  ^                     839  00 

1.  T.  Flagg,  12  00 
Concord  Bank,  105  00 
F.  Rouillard,  150  00 

Philip  Peters,  24  00 

Mary  P.  Hosmer,  60  00 
Daniel  Harris,  48  00 

1603  11 

$516  00 
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x aici  jj.  J.  vvetnerDee, 34  51 

Joseph  Noyes, \J\J 
Calvin  Harris, 

1  9 

00 

J.  Piper, 36 
00 

T     7?  'Rillinrro 0  .  Jli.  -Dlllingb, 201 96 
xxcllliei/  JLydVlS, 30 00 
Daniel  Harris, 10 

17 

jL>avia  iVl.  Jdandiey, 180 
00 

G.  H.  Harris, 6 00 

baran  0.  JNoyes, 
4.8  00 

Thomas  F.  Noyes, 

24 
00 

Luther  Billings, 24 00 

Miscellaneous. 

Paid  H.  M.  Smith,  Repairing  Town  Clock, 5 
ou 

M.  Colfee,  Damage  received  on  highway,  20 00 

C.  W.  Leach,  printing  500  Selectmen's 
Reports, 

17 
00 

C.  W.  Leach,       "      12  Warrants, 
1 

25 
1 

50 Town  Reports,  55 00 

W.  W.  Worster,  Repairing  Hearse, 7 
75 F.  P.  Wood,  School  Books  for  poor 

children. 1 25 

Dr.  Dwight  Russell,  Black  Bass  for 

stocking  Magog  Pond, 136 25 

Waldo  Littlefield,  Painting, 21 
00 

J.  Cole,  digging  well. 
36 

00 
C.  B.  Stone,  brick,  cement,  pump  and 

platform, 46 
81 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  license  blanks, 1 
50 

a           u  order 1 25 

"          "         screens  for  Town  House,  5 40 21 45 

"         lease  of  Magog  Pond, 
10 00 

recording  By-Laws, 3 
90 

11,104  6 
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Paid  I.  W.  Flagg,  iron  for  railings, y  44 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  express, 1  95 
(( 

laying  avenues  East 
Cemetery, 4  oO 

(I 
"      registering  deed  So. school, 1  95 

n 
postage  and  stationery, 

1  9T 
^^ 

' '      setting  glass  and  screens •      m             TT  n 
in  lown  House  cellar, 1  46 

"      journey  to  Concord, 
election  returns, 1  50 

journey   to  Boston, 
Tax  Commissioners, 1  50 

<( 
recording  23  births. 11  OU 

"        10  marriages, 

-1  /TV 
1  ̂ 0 

a 
"                    30  deaths. 5  00 

A.  C. 
Handley,  2  Assessors'  books, 42 

J.  W.  Fiske,  opening  Town  Hall  39  times, Zi)  ZD 
ii a care  of  clock, 10  00 
a a "  cellar. Q  AA 
a a 

repairing  clock, 1  40 
11 a 

labor  cleanino;  vault,  &c., 1  90 
11 a 

express  on  chimneys. 
25 

11 (( 
stove  for  Lower  Hall, 

ic li 1  barrel  oil, 10  63 
u u 1  cord  of  wood, 5  50 
u a cutting  samC; 2  00 
i» (C 

cleaning  Hall, 2  00 
u (( 2  combs, 

15 i (( matches, ^  A 10 

S.  Robbins,  1  day's  work  on  Town  House, ,  1  50 (( lumber, A   A  A 

E.  Forbush,  burying  horse  and  remov- ing rubbish, 1  75 

Francis  Dwight,  Tax  Book, 1  00 

"      enforcing  dog  law, 
4  50 
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Francis  Dwight,  making  returns  of  26 
deaths,  6  60 

"  coffin  and  burial  ex- 

pense of  A.  S. 
Bergendahl,  15  00  ,f542  15 

Receipts  from  February  26, 1878,  to  February  26, 1879. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb. 
26,  1878, 

$3,717 
09 

Appropriations  and  Receipts, 16,089 
48 

Expenditures. 
Support  of  Schools, 

$2,855 01 Repairs  on  Town  Buildings, 
58 

04 
U          IC     TT*  1, 
"      "  Highways, 

A  T 

Regular  Highway  vVork, 
1,475 

83 

By  Order  of  County  Commissioners, 
1  CVIA 

Support  of  Poor, 
1,337 

89 

Town  Debt, 
4,320 

08 

State  Aid, 96 
00 

Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid, 330 09 

Cemetery  Expenses, 603 
ii Town  Officers, 516 
00 

Interest  on  Notes, 
1,104 

64 
Miscellaneous, 542 

15 

State  Tax, 
720 

00 

County  Tax, 520 10 

State  Treasurer,  Liquor  Licenses, 

87 

75 
Francis  Dwight,  Discount,  1878, 689 55 

119,806  57 

 $16,622  18 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1879,  $3,184  39 

Town  Debt.  Notes. 

Daniel  Harris,  $819  33 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  595  41 
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J.  jl.  jjiiiings, 
i.  1.  -blagg, lUO  41 

Calvin  Harris, JiKtA  DO 

JjuLilGl  DlIllDgS, 
/tn^^  ziQ 

J.  11.  Jrutney, bob  y4 

J oseph  Barker, 
1  A1  0  9/1 

J.  A.  Piper, zU£)  lb 

JJ.  M.  Hand  J  e  J, 3,04b  50 
xiiiiip  Jreiers, i  ,0  1  u   <  u 
J .  A.  Jriper, 4U4t  DO 
/"■<     TT  TT   (jr.  11.  Hams, 

"1  A  A    A  A 
100  00 

Frederic  Rouillard, 
2,606  69 

Sarah  C.  Noyes, 800  00 
Thomas  F.  Noyes, 400  00 

M.  P.  Hosmer, 
1,039  33 

Harriet  Davis, 506-41 

Amount  due  from  State  Aid, 896  00 u           u  ;( 
Indigent  Soldiers' 

AkI, 
330  09 

"  Town Treasurer, 
3,184  39 

$17,954  86 

13,610  48 

Balance  against  the  Town,  814,344  38 

D.  J.  WETHERBEE,  1  Selectmen 
JOHN  WHITE,  y  of 
CHAS.  B.  STONE,     )  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1879. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  and  EXPETOITUliES 

AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

Fob.'  tlie  Year  iEiidiB^g  Apria  1st,  i87!>. 

ARTICLES  m  HAND  APRIL  1,  18  7  f^. 
10  cows,  ^425  00 
1  horse,  115  00 
13  tons  bay,  195  00^ 
Husks,  2  00 

550  11  IS.  c-ottou  men],  0  60! 
400  lbs.  meal,  4  OOi 
500  lbs.  shorts,  4  25j 
60  bush,  corn,  36  00 
Bags,  3  00 
Calfskin,  75 
3  shoats,  18  OO: 
12  cords  wood  cut  for  stove,  60  00 
30  hens,  15  00 
Lumber,  10  00 
40  barrels,  4  50 
I3oxef«,  1  00 
15  bbl.  apples,  15  00 
70  bush,  potatoes,  56  00 
100  lbs.  ham,  11  00 

380  lbs  salt  pork, 
1  pork  barrel. 
Vinegar, 
Salt  pickles, 
Beets, 
Soap. 

110  lbs.  lard, 
Butter, 
20  lbs.  tea. 
Flour, 

Salt,' 

Sugar, 

Spices, Candles, 
Crackers, 

10  lbs.  diied  apples, 
Oyster  shells. 

RECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  FARai  1878. 

Received  for  milk, 
"  apples. 
"    Bowker  fund. 

$575  54 
685  15 
25  00 

cows,  123  00 
boarding  B.  Skinner,  47  12 

M.  C.  Murphy,  4  00 
berries, 
calves, 

12  00 
7  50 

Received  for  eggs, 
"  potatoes, "  tobacco, 

butter, "  poultry, 

$38  00 50 

50 00 

00 80 

00 00 
80 
00 

00 
50 

30 25 

75 

80 
30 

S1057  60 

$2  12 98  90 
1  60 

6  32 
4  34 

$1,592  5i> 
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EXPENSES. 
r  tea, $24  1\. )  Paid  for  soap, 

^2  68 cloth  and  clothing, 63  5S I  almanac, 
Ob 

crackers, 31  6( )  rope, AO Oo 
cream  tartar. 

o  or 
)             printers'  ink, 

1 1  27 
sugar, 

OO  Of" 

'  seeds, A  Q 
tOUdCCO, 1  o  t^c 16  D2 :  twme. 
nsn. 

11  DO 
cheese, 

7  «i1 
yjailSj 

45 
sal  soda. 1  0 1 U 

axes, 1  Tn 
1  7(J 

"r>  •  .   1  1    •  T iJristol  brick, 1  A lU 

3  12 
clothes  pins. 90 

crockery, 1  99 
vinegar, DU 

peas. 1  03 
oat  meal. 1     f>  A 1  ZK) 

yeast, 
96 

shoes, 
axe  helves, 92 A    A  A 

9  44 
spiceSj 2  94 phosphate, 2b  2d beans, 4  18 whetstone. AC 

mustard, 90 
blueing, 

OA 
2v dried  apple. 4  68 

oil  can. 
D/ Paris  green. i  90 sage, 

urusij. 
15 cards, 

4.5 
malt, 

40 
sliovel, 

Oo faucet, 06 
shells. 

DO brooms, 1  05 
eggs. 

1  on 
mopSj 
chimneys, 50 

expres  marketing, 13  10 .  80 
labor, 

230  70 
shade,' 25 boxeb. 30 
butter, 67  26 washing  fluid, 30 

prunes, 
36 cushion. 

1  75 
spoons, 1  27 

cash  rendered  paup's,  2  75 onions, 1  15 tinware, 
2  31 

stai'chj 1] 
straw, 

50 
grain, 

344  58 use  of  team. 14  75 
meat. 84  14 

stove, 
18  00 

wicks, 
26 

blankets  for  tramp 
DlJ 8  79 

room, 
13  50 

corks, 40 butchering. 4  00 

Of* 

snun, 32 barrels, 125  75 
nails, 2  38 castings, 3  75 

apple  header, 1  17 cider, 3  52 
muhiaru. 2  05 repairing  shoes, 

**  harness. 2  07 
sulphur, 08 

2  75 baskets, 1  92 

"  pump, 

2  00 

paper, 15 

lantern, 
1  00 

flour, 74  05 pasturing  cows. 27  00 
molasses, 9  10 

cows, 
100  00 
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Paid  for  saleratus, 
salt, 
rice, 

corn  starch, 
raisins, 

glycerine, chalk, 
lemons, 
lard, 
candles, 
sweet  potatoes, 
medicine, 

rye  mea! 

1  10 
5  89 
1  12 

24 

88 30 
02 
58 

1  14 
1  50 
1  80 
4  16 25 

32 

Paid  for  axe,  90 

pigs,  9  ©0 
blacksmith  bill,  13  18 

Dr.  Sanders'  bill,  13  25 
coffin  and  robe  for 

Sarab  Bowker,  13  00 
services  of  N.  S. 
Brooks,  350  00 

services  of  E.  H. 
Cutler,  50  00 

John  White.  10  00 
Thomas  P.  Sawyer,    3  00 

saltpetre, 

Totol  amount  of  Expenditures, 
"  Receipts, 

Deficiency, 
]3alance  due  as  per  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

April  1,  1878, 

Drawn  from  the  Treasurer  balance  due 

■  April  1,  1878,  $301  43 Drawn  from  the  Treasurer  for  use  on  farm 
1878-1879,  164  50 

$1,079 
01 

$1,919 
14 

1,592  59 

$326 

55 

301 43 

$,627  98 

465  93 

Balance  due  April  1,  1879 
Deticiency,  «  $326  55 
Interest  on  farm,  240  GO 

Victuahng  372  tramps  at  40  cents, 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  on  farm, 

162  05 

S566  55 148  80 

$417  75 

Whole  numl)er  of  persons,  exclusive  of  tramps,  supported  in  Alms 
house,  8  ;  average  number,  6 ;  present  number,  6. 

ELISHA  H.  CUTLER,  )  Overseers 
JOHN  WHITE,  y  OF 
THOMAS  P.  SAWYER,  )  Poor. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  FOR  1818, 

Births  io  Actoii  in  ,18 78. 

Xo.    Date  of  birth.  Name  of  child.  Nain<^3  of  parents. 
1.  Jan.  81,  Eebecca    Bradley,  daughter   of   Dennis  and  Hannah 

Bradley. 

2.  Feb.  12.  James  O'Neil,  son  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  O'Neil. 
3.  Feb.  24,  Edward  Wellins^ton  Eich,  son  of  Edward  S.  and  M, 

Alice  Rich. 

4.  Mar.  10,  Edna  Augusta  Knowlton,  dauofhter  of  Georoe  T.  and 
Clara  E.  Knowlton. 

5.  3Iar.  15,  Bertha  May  XevTton,  daughter  of  Theron  F.  and  Anna 
A.  Newton. 

6.  Mar.  18,  Joseph  Dennis  Donahue,  son  of  Timothy  and  Bridget 
Donahue. 

7.  Mar.  24,  Frank  Herman  Tuttle,  sou  of  Julian  and  Hannah  E. 
Tutrle. 

8.  May  4,  William  Peters,  son  of  Philip  and  Margaret  Peters. 
9.  3Iay  8,  Thomas  3Ianion,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  M.  Manion. 

10.  ̂ lay  25,  George  W.  Potter,  son  of  George  and  Lizzie  Potter. 

11.  July  20,  Frank  Jones,  son  of  William  S.  and  Laui'a  A.  Jones. 
12.  July  25,  Frank  Elbridge  Hapgocd,  son  of  Hiran  J.  and  iVugusta 

A.  Hapgood. 

13.  July  25,  Bertha  Jane  Parker,  daughter  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah 
H.  Parker. 

14.  Aug.  27,  Sheldon  Ellsworth  Littlefield,  son  of  Hanson  A.  and 
Florence  M.  Littlefield. 

15.  Sept.  8,  Florence  Ethel  Wayne,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Lizzie  A, 
Wayne. 

16.  Sept.  14,  John  Albert  Hayward,  son  of  George  A.  and  Susan  E. 

Hay  ward. 
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17.  Sept.  27.  Avis  Vesta  Fowler,  dauohttr  of  Loving  N.  and  Addie' M.  Fowler. 

18.  Sept  29,  Augustine  Bradford  Conant.  boii  of  Luther  and  S.  Au- 

gusta Conant. 
19.  Oct.  22,  Sara  A.  Wood,  daughter  of  Rev.  Franklin  P.  and  Abbj 

0.  Wood. 

20.  Oct.  25,  Jacob   11.  Doekendoiff,  fon   (f  Jacob  and  ]\Jart}i;i  A. 
Dockendorlf. 

21.  Nov.  4,  TlioiiiMs  ̂ Va^^en  Elliott,  f-on  of  Gooi'ge  W.  and  H.  Isa- 
bella Elliott. 

22.  Nov.  10,  All.pn  E.  Willis,  son  of  Edward  and  Ora  Annie  Willi.s. 

2-3.     Nov,  2-1,  Carl  Maikland  Worcester,  son  of  Charles  E.  jsud  Louise 
S.  Woiccstei'. 

Mars'iai^es  Kecorded  in  Acton  iu  1878. 

iSo.    Date  of  Marriage.  Names  and  residence  of  |  artics 
1.  .Jan.  K).  Mi.  Daniel  Collins  and  jMiss  Julia  A.  Crockett  lo' li  (if 

Acton. 

2.  Jui^e  10,  Mr  Edwin  M.  Wheeler  of  Boston,  and  Miss   Ei:r;>  G. 
Hoar  of  Acton. 

3.  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Geo7i;o  W.  Barnard  of  Stow,  and    Miss  Catherine 
I)ooclv  of  Harvard. 

4.  Sept.  4,  Dr.  Charles  B.  Sanders  and  Mi<s  Lizzie  S.  Taylor,  both 
of  Acton. 

5.  Sept.  8,  JMr.  Frank  Marshall  and  Miss  Ada  I.  Jones,  botli  of 
Acton. 

6.  Oct.  IG,  Mr.  llobert  C.  Dickius-on  of  Groton,  and  Miss  Laura  J. 
Hosnier  of  Acton . 

7.  Nov.  13,  Mr  Charles  L.  Beck  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Lulu  Adelaide 
Proctor  of  Needhani. 

8.  Dec,  4,  Mr.  ̂ Valter  H.  Whitney  of  Boston  and  Miss  Georgia  E. 
Tuttle  of  Acton. 

9.  Dec.  13,  Mr.  Charles  D.  Griggs  of  Acton,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 
Jewett  of  Groton. 

10.    Dec.  20,  Mr.  George  R.  Keyes  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Mayetta  E. 
Tubbs  of  Gillsum.  N.  H. 
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Deaths  in  Acton  in  1878. 

^0.    Date  of  Death.  Names  and  Ages  of  Deceased. 
1.  Jan.  8,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Richardson,  aged  G2  years,  4  months,  23 

days. 

2.  .Jan.  9,  P>va  Bassett,  daughter  of  Joseph  K.  and  Clara  Bassett, 
aged  4  years,  1 1  months.  G  days. 

3.  Jan  28,  Howtird  W.  Hesselton,  i-on  of  Lucius  A.  and  Martha  F. 

llesseltoti,  ai^ed  2  months,  i")  days. 
4.  Feb.  1,  Mabel  E.  Sronc.  daughte-  of  Charle  s      and  Marietta  C. 

Stone,  aired  0  year.,  2  niontlis,  2  days, 
o.     Feb.  21,  Mr.  William  Sliaftuck,  aged  85  years.  9  months.  2^  days. 

('..     :\rar.  10,  Mrs.   Harriet  Tuttle.  widow  of  Francis  Turtle.  Esq., 
aged  82  years,  G  montiis.  G  days. 

7.  Mar.  12,  Mr.  Archibald  Turpening.  ag.'d  2G  years. 
8.  Mar.  12,         Lowell  Foster,  aged  27  years. 
9.  April  4,  Mr.  llobert  Fiske,  aged  64  years,  2  uiontiis.  15  days. 

10.  April  10,  T\Irs.   Honriirtn   0.   Cummings.  wif- or  •  Mr.   M.  B.  C. 
Cummings,  aged  89  years.  1.1  months,  23  day-;. 

11.  April  10,  Mr.  Lorenzo  C.  Andrews,  aged  54  years,  8  days 
12.  June  12,  3Ir.  A.  S  Bergeiidahl.  aged  about  GO  years. 

13.  July  14,  Marietta  Moiin,  daugliter  <>f  Jose;th   C  at)«l  Lucy  D. 
Morin,  aged  10  months. 

14     Jnly  16,  Mr.  Natiiaii  Gnafiin,  a!,;ed  77  years,  G  nionths,  17  days. 

15.  Aug.  8,  Charles  Edw  n  Nelson,  son  of  O.-car  and  IMary  Ann  Nel- 
son, aged  2  years,  4  month,  18  days. 

16.  Sept.  5,  Mr.  Leonard  Buletto,  aged  49  years.  7  months,  26  days. 
17.  Sept.  17,  Mrs.  Marsha  A.  Conant,  wife  of  Francis  Conant,  aged 

4G  ye;-irs,  9  months,  2  days. 

18.  Sep'.  21,  Deacon  Albert  Hay  ward,  age  1  64  years,  7  months. 
19.  Sept.  24,  Bertha  Jane  Parker,  daughter  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah 

II.  Parker,  aged  2  mrn'hs. 
20.  Oct.  4,  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  aged  72  yeais.  1  month,  24  days. 

21.  Oct.  11,  Mrs.  Catherine   E.  Wo.-ster,  wife  of  W.  W.  Worster, 
aged  42  years,  10  months,  11  days. 

22.  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Philip  Peters,  aged  45  years. 
23.  Oct.  19,  Mr.  Alonzo  W.  Moore,  aged  82  years,  9  months. 
24.  Oct.  28,  Iklr.  William  W.  Worster,  aged  50  years,  1  month,  17 

days. 
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25.    Nov.  5,  Miss  Mary  M.  Withlngton,  aged  57  years,  6  months,  24 
days. 

«  20.    Nov..  13,  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Bowker,  aged  83  years. 
27.  Nov.  IG,  Mr.  William  C.  Mansfield,  aged  GO  years,  2  months,  3 

days. 

28,  Dec.  1,  Miss  Submit  Wheeler,  aged  75  years,  3  mouths,  2G  days. 
29.  Dec.  8,  Mrs.  Maytha  T.  Davis,  wife  of  William  W.  Davis,  aged 

53  years,  5  months,  2  days. 
30,  Dec.  28,  Mrs.  Sarah  Rouillard,  wife  of  Frederic  Ronillard,  aged 

58  years,  11  months,  1  day. 



.20 

NAMES  0^  PERSONS  HAYING  DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1878. 

Mrs.  AugU'-ta  H<;srr,cr, 
Cbas.  A  tTarj'iiii^toii, Aionzo  L.  Tutile, 
Edwin  Tarhell, 
Fiwiicis  Dwi.ubt  2.. 
Fraiik  Barker, 
Danie  F.  JrlHywaixl, 
ISyive-lt^r  Hay  lies 
E.  B.  Ilooner, 
Myron  F.  GoiiiL^ 
A.  B.  B'-owii. 
TaylDv  Brothers  Co., 
Geo  Y.  Mead, 
xl<;an,(-rt  I^.Iead, 
WiUiarn  Mo^m-^. 
]\h>.  II  M  Beck, 
Auiiiistiis  F  etcher, 
Lest-r  Flerclier, 
H.  Waido  Tattle, 
Tuttles,  Jones  &  Wether- 

bee,  2, 
Henry  Bavnes. 
Eivin  Tiitrle, 
ElnaiLan  Jones,  2, 
Charle-^  Hand  ley, 
Geo.  C.  Wrio-lU. 
Theron  F.  Xewlon, 
Neil  Ciirrie, 
Aaron  S.  Fletcher, 
Aaron  C.  Handley, 
Andrew  J.  Willis, 

John  Tenij)'e, John  We  eh, 
Daniel  Har  i-, 
Geo.  Iv.  Ke\  e-, 
LeA]  HoujihLon, 
E.  F.  Fuller, 
Fiai  k  Wetherliee, 
I}-^nk'\  J.  We'lnrbec, 
Jolin  W  (:;ha"U'r. 
JoM^ph  WhMil.  r, 
Alte.rt  Mouit  -n, 
(t-o.  C.  Conant 
Jdliii  F'ei(;her  Jr. , 
Da:  ie  Tuti  le, 
jJosepli  Keed, iJarncvS  Ilannon. 
|(^-eo.  H.  Slutpiey, 
[John  D  Moiilruii, 
\Fi  iu\q\s  (Jonant. 
iJohii  Wliit.', 
RoUvn  N.  G.).vel:, 
Solnn  A.  Ifobbins, 
M.  E.  Tayjnr 
Willie  F.  Ricliardson, 
Hyri-'s  Haywurd, 
Lucius  S.  Hosmer, 
Chail(-s  Wrieeier, 
John  Fletcher  &  Sons, 
Geo  W  Liverrnore, 
H.  A.  L  lMefield. 
Fiauk  E  Harris, 

Frank  Hougliion, 

Jas  E.  Kic'^'ard.'-on,- 
Josrph  \\'lj(M|-eM. 
Lyman  ( '.  la vior. .John  H,  W.  Tufts, 
Janics  Wa'droii. 
Patrick'  JJeddinu. 
F.aukPr^it, 
r.  P  Gnding. 
lieniy  H^ns-n. SiuuiuM  F.  ]Je  (!, 
Luiher  C'liiatit, 
Windsor  Pratr, 
Geo  W.  Knowltou, 
Walter  A.  Gilinore, 
Herbert  E  Pres-c-i, Geo.  F.  Flagij. 
L-vi  W.  Stearns. Smith, 

Charles  Morri-, 
Francis  llohbiriS. 
Isaac  Barker, 

Anson  G.  Pipei-, VJrs.  MarMia  D  Ba  1, 
[saiali  S.  L^ach, 
Frank  ALarsha!,', Oscar  Pieston, 
Ch^iries  Worcester 
Charles  H.  C  ►nam, 
a^ii'y  Brooks, 
VVillikm  Tdfts. 

92  Males  at  .^2.00=$184.00 
3  Females  at|>5.00=$15  00 

Total,  95 

Acton,  March  15,  1879. 

$199.00 
WM.  D.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk 



ANNUAL  REPOKT 

OF  THE 

School  Committee  ITown  of  Aoton 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR,  1878-9. 

To  The  Citizens  of  Acton  : — 

In  accord  with  a  wise  provision  of  the  statutes  of  this 

Commonwealth,  your  School  Committee  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

We  consider  it  hii^hly  proper  that  you  who  appropri- 
ate the  money  b}^  which  our  schools  are  supported  and 

who  commit  your  children  to  our  schools  to  be  instructed 
in  the  most  necessary  branches  of  knowledge  under  our 
direction,  should  be  fully  informed,  not  only  in  respect  to 
the  particular  management  of  each  school  in  town,  but 
also  as  to  the  general  principles  of  the  system  of  education 
which  is  practiced  in  the  conduct  of  all  our  schools  at  the 
present  time.  For  this  reason  we  have  endeavored  to 
make  this  report  the  farthest  possible  from  being  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  to  satisfy  the  technical  provision  of  the 
statute  law,  and,  in  its  composition,  have  endeavored  to 

set  befoi'e  you  without  any  reserve  whatever,  the  principles 
b}'^  which  we  have  been  governed  in  all  our  actions  as  re- 

gards the  supervision  of  the  schools  of  this  town,  during 

the  past  3^ear.  Before  we  enter  upon  a  statement  of  these 
principles,  we  wish  to  state  that  we  have  adopted  them  as 
he  basis  of  our  actions  after  rrjuch  careful  reflection  and  a 
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considerable  observation  of  the  unsatisfactory  or  positively 
harmful  results  of  other  methods.  We  do  not  claim  that 

our  ideas  upon  common  school  education  are  perfect  or 

bej'ond  dispute,  but  we  do  claim  that  they  are  the  result  of 
much  thought,  of  a  considerable  experience  in  teaching 
and  of  no  small  amount  of  observation  of  the  practical 
conduct  of  schools. 

That  our  ideas  upon  this  important  subject  may  be 
before  you  in  the  most  definite  form  possible  we  divide 
them  into  topics  as  follows  :  1st — The  aim  of  our  Schools. 
2d — Methods  of  Instruction.  3d — Methods  of  Discipline. 
4th — Text  Books.    5th — Treatment  of  Teachers. 

THE  AI3I  OF  OUR  SCHOOLS. 

This  is  a  most  important  topic  :  but  how  few  persons 
there  are  who  are  most  vitally  interested  in  our  schools 
who  ever  gave  it  any  serious  consideration  I  Were  the 

question, "what  is  the  aim  of  our  schools?"  to  be  put  to  any 
compan}^  of  our  citizens  the  answer  would  be  with  but  few 
exceptions,  "The  aim  of  our  schools  is  to  impart  knowl- 

edge to  the  scholars,"  and  this  would  be  given  as  a  suffi- 
cient answer.  But  as  we  look  upon  it,  this  is  only  a  part 

of  what  ought  to  be  the  beneficial  work  of  our  schools.  In 
order  that  these  institutions  may  be  most  successful,  it  is 

necessary  that  the  matter  of  self  control  and  mental  dis- 
cipline should  not  be  overlooked.  Moreover,  it  is  not  the 

amount  of  knowledge  which  a  pupil  seems  to  come  into 
possession  of  that  determines  his  success  as  a  scholar,  but 
it  is  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  has  learned  what  he 

has  attempted,  especially  as  regards  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  branches  of  knowledge  taught,  which  is  the 

important  thing.  Take  for  example  a  class  commencing 
written  arithmetic  :  if  that  class  in  one  term  can  become 

so  versed  in  the  study  as  to  express  any  number  in  figures 
with  the  most  perfect  readiness,  and  can  read  numbers 
with  a  similar  facility  and  can  add  columns  of  figures  with 
something  of  the  same  ease  that  an  accountant  can,  that 
amount  of  knowledge  will  be  of  far  more  service  to  him 
than  the  comparitively  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  study 
which  he  would  have  gained  in  going  over  a  very  much 
larger  portion  of  the  book,  for  he  will  be  able  to  perform 
arithmetical  processes  which  he  will  find  it  necessary  to- 



3 

perform  almost  every  day  in  his  business  life  in  half  the 
time  and  with  a  far  greater  certainty  of  being  correct  than 
would  have  been  possible  had  it  not  been  for  the  thorough- 

ness of  his  mental  work  in  this  part  of  arithmetic,  and  yet 
there  is  not  a  parent  in  this  town  who  would  be  satisfied 

with  this  amount  of  apparent  progress  in  the  scholar's 
study. 

What  may  be  said  of  arithmetic  is  equally  true  of  the 
other  branches  of  knowledge  which  are  taught  in  our 
schools.  If  scholars  are  allowed  to  be  content  with  sim- 

ply a  superticial  knowledge  of  their  studies,  they  will  fail 
to  acquire  a  habit  of  persistent  thoroughness  which  would 
be  of  the  greatest  service  to  them  in  the  future. 

Another  aim  of  our  schools  is  to  secure  to  the  scholars 

a  facility  in  expressing  what  they  know,  such  as  they 
would  not  otherwise  possess,  and  this  is  almost  as  impor- 

tant to  a  person's  success  in  life  as  the  possession  of  knowl- 
edge. For  this  reason  we  consider  it  just  as  much  a  teacher's 

duty  to  see  to  it  that  the  scholars  express  themselves  con- 
cisely and  correctly  as  that  they  commit  their  lessons  per- 

fectly. 

Another  aim  of  our  schools  is  to  develop  in  the  schol- 
ars the  powder  of  self  control,  and  to  inspire  them  with 

habits  of  obedience,  so  that  they  will  be  more  obedient  in 
the  family  and  more  law  abiding  in  the  state.  Said  a 

parent  to  us  not  a  long  time  since,  ''I  can  tell  very  quick- 
ly whether  the  scholars  in  our  school  are  kept  under 

proper  restraint  or  not  by  the  conduct  of  my  boys  at  home. 
When  the  order  of  the  schools  is  good, they  are  easily  man- 

aged at  homC;  and  are  pleasant  when  corrected  ;  but  when 
it  is  not,  and  they  are  given  a  loose  rein  there,  it  is  just 

the  reverse."  In  this  respect  w^e  consider  the  service  of 
our  common  schools,  if  properly  managed,  invalua- 
ble. 

In  short,  it  is  the  aim  of  our  schools  to  prepare  the 
young  in  every  particular  to  go  out  into  society  and  take 
their  places  in  it  as  law  abiding  and  useful  members,  fur- 

nished with  the  most  necessary  elements  of  knowledge, 
and  so  disciplined  as  to  be  able  to  make  the  best  use  of 
what  they  know,  and  we  should  strive  to  accomplish  these 
results  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 
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METHODS  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

Just  as  there  are  several  systems  of  medicine,  each 
claiming  an  equal  degree  of  success  in  the  treatment  of 
disease,  so  there  are  various  methods  of  instruction  which 
have  the  indorsement  of  educators  of  unquestioned  ability. 

The  method  wiiich  is  employed  in  most  of  our  higher  in- 
stitutions of  learning  at  the  present  time  is  what  may  be 

termed"Recitation  by  Topics. According  to  this  method, 
few  questions  are  asked  and  the  scholar  is  thrown  entirely 
upon  his  own  resources  for  a  successful  recitation.  If  a 

scholar  were  to  pass  thoroughly  through  a  text  book,  ac- 
cording to  this  method,  he  would  be  able,  at  the  close  of 

his  study  of  it, to  give  the  contents  of  the  whole  book  with- 
out any  question  being  asked.  For  scholars  who  have  re- 

ceived a  considerable  degree  of  mental  discipline,  this  is 
an  admirable  method  and  is  always  attended  with  the  best 
results. 

But  our  experience  with  this  method  in  our  common 
schools  has  convinced  us  that  it  is  not  the  most  advanta- 

'geous  method  in  them.  We  have  found  that  the  tax  on 
the  memory  of  scholars  whose  retentive  faculties  are  not 

ver}^  strong  is  so  great  that  they  become  discouraged  and 
pursue  the  study  with  no  pleasure  but  the  reverse,  and 
that  it  is  the  tendency  of  the  scholars  who  are  easy  to 
learn  to  commit  the  exact  language  of  the  book  and  recite 

it,  parrot-like,  so  associating  the  ideas  of  the  subject  with 
the  language  of  the  text  book  that  when  the  exact  lan- 

guage is  forgotten  all  the  knowledge  which  it  conveyed  is 
lost.  For  these  reasons  we  have  found  the  practice  of  rec- 

itation by  questions  far  preferable  to  any  other  method. 
This  as  it  seems  to  us  is  the  most  natural  method  of 

training  for  scholars  who  expect  to  have  no  particular  use 
for  their  knowledge  except  in  ordinary  business^  for  they 

will  find  it  practically  the  case  in  the  future,  that  it'  is  in 
answer  to  questions,  that  they  need  to  have  their  knowledge 

in  an  available  shape.  Some  one  asks,  "Why  the  need  of 

plying  the  scholars  with  so  many  questions  in  our  schools?" 
We  reply,  this  is  necessary  to  afford  them  facility  in  an- 

swering the  practical  questions  which  will  arise  every  day 
in  their  lives.  If  our  scholars  were  to  be  public  lecturers  or 
essayists,  we  would  prefer  some  other  method,  but  as  they 
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are  to  be  practical  men  and  women,  whose  great  need  of 

knowledge  is  to  fit  them  to  solve  problems  and  answer  ques- 
tions which  will  arise  every  day,  we  think  the  method  of 

recitation  by  questions  is  the  most  natural  one.  • 
Moreover,  we  have  found  that  this  method  is  better 

than  any  other  in  stimulating  our  scholars  to  study  their  les- 
sons, and  it  is  such  stunulus  that  most  of  our  scholars 

especially  need.  The  proportion  of  scholars  in  any  of  our 
schools  who  have  such  a  natural  thirst  for  knowledge  that 
they  would  study  without  anything  to  stimulate  them  is 
very  small.  It  is  one  of  the  principal  duties  (or  ought  to 
be)  of  every  teacher  to  excite  an  interest  in  study  in  the 

minds  of  the  scholars,  so  that  they  will  give  the  applica- 
tion to  their  books  which  is  necessery  to  any  degree  of 

success.  If  a  scholar  knows  that  certain  questions  are  to 
be  asked  him,  he  will  apply  himself  to  the  study  of  their 
answers  as  he  will  not, if  he  thinks  he  will  not  be  called  to 

give  any  account  of  his  mental  progress.  We  think  the 
method  of  instruction  which  is  preferable  is  the  one  which 
is  best  adapted  to  the  mental  training  of  .the  great  majority 
of  our  scholars,  and  not  one  which  would  be  attended  with 
good  results  in  the  cases  of  a  few,  who  would  make  good 
progress  imder  any  system.  For  this  reason  we  welcome 
every  expedient  whose  tendency  is  to  excite  an  interest  in 
the  minds  of  all  the  scholars, whether  it  be  by  object  lessons, 
exercises  upon  the  black  board,  spirited  general  exercises 
or  what  not,  and  especiallv  do  we  welcome  a  teacher  who 
is  an  enthusiast  in  her  work  and  who  is  able  to  impart  the 
magnetic  influence  of  her  spirit  to  those  who  are  under  her 
care. 

METHODS   OF  DISCIPLINE 

As  we  have  intimated  already,  we  consider  good  or- 
der one  of  the  absolutely  necessar}'  characteristics  of  a 

good  school :  but  there  is  a  stricking  difierence  in  teach- 
ers, as  regards  the  ease  with  which  they  secure  the  re- 

quisite orderl}^  conduct  of  their  schools,  and  there  is  also 
a  wide  difference  in  schools,  when  under  the  charge  of 
similarly  efficient  teachers,  as  regard  the  matter  of  order. 
There  is  also  a  difference  in  teachers  as  to  their  adaptabil- 

ity to  certain  methods  for  the  promotion  of  good  order  in 
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school.  Some  teachers  have  a  presence  and  certain  qual- 
ities of  character  which  command  obedience  with  little  or 

no  effort ;  some  teachers  have  tact  or  faculty  of  manage- 
ment which  enables  them  to  keep  their  scholars  in  a  state 

of  subordination,  where  others  not  possessed  of  these  pe- 
culier  gifts  would  fail.  If  all  our  teachers  belonged  to 

one  of  the  classes  just  mentioned,  there  would  be  no  ap- 
parant  trouble  in  our  schools,  as  regards  discipline,  but  as 
most  of  our  teachers  have  no  special  gifts  that  qualify 
them  to  govern  a  school,  it  is  generally  necessary  for  them 

to  set  before  their  scholars  certain  regulations  and  to  en- 

force them  by  certain  penalties.  It  was  formerly  the'  case 
that  corporal  punishment  was  almost  alwa3^s  resorted  to  in 
cases  of  disobedience,  but  in  recent  times,  this  method  has 

fallen  largely"  into  disuse,  and  other  methods  have  taken 
its  place. 

Whatever  method  of  discipline  is  adopted  will  be 

likely  to  meet  witli,  objections  on  the  part  of  some,  provid- 
ed it  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  the 

scholars. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  the  method  of  discipline  in  our 

schools  should  be  left  largely 'with  the  teachers,  provided 
of  course  that  it  be  reasonable.  We  have  known  cases 

v/here  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  seemed  to 
save  the  school  from  being  a  total  failure,  and  we  have 
known  of  other  cases,  where  it  seemed  as  though  another 
method  would  have  been  preferable  :  for  this  reason  we 
think  a  teacher  should  be  sustained  in  having  recourse 
to  any  reasonable  means  for  securing  obedience  to  the 
proper  regulations  of  the  school. 

Scholars  should  be  made  to  feel  that  it  is  their  duty 

to  obey,  and  that  any  petty  dislike  of  a  teacher  is  no  justi- 
fication for  disobedience,  and  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 

a  few  scholars  by  creating  a  scene  of  disorder,  to  secure 
the  removal  of  the  teacher,  without  exposing  themselves 
to  any  danger  of  punishment  or  disgrace.  When  such  a 
state  of  things  as  this  takes  place  in  our  town,  we  may 
bid  adieu  to  anything  like  successful  schools. 

TEXT  BOOKS. 

It  is  our  policy  to  make  just  as  few  changes  in  text 



7 

books  as  possible,  consistenly  witli  the  best  good  of  the 
schools.  During  the  last  seven  years,  there  has  been  no 
considerable  change  in  the  books,  excepting  in  reading 

and  geography,  and  in  the  latter  there  was  no  change  ex- 
cept by  the  way  ot  experiment,  and  in  all  these  cases  the 

changes  were  made,  as  scholars  were  passing  from  one 
class  into  another  and  would  need  new  books  and  could 

save  one  third  or  more  of  expense  by  buying  the  books 
that  were  being  introduced.  We  have  examined  many  new 
publications  of  text  books,  and  have  found  in  them  some 

improvements  over  the  ones  now  in  use,  but  we  have  usu- 
ally found  it  to  be  the  case  that  any  want  in  the  books 

now  in  use  could  be  remedied  by  oral  instruction,  so  that 
the  advantage  of  a  change  would  not  be  equal  to  the  extra 
expense. 

TREATMENT  OF  TEACHERS.. 

We  consider  a  right  view  of  this  topic,  on  the  part  of 
our  people  generally,  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to 

the  success  of  our  schools.  The  entrance  of  almost  an}' 
eacher  upon  the  duties  of  a  school  is  in  some  respects  an 
experiment,  ana  especiallv  is  this  so,  in  the  case  ot  a 
teacher  who  has  had  no  experience  in  the  work.  We 
consider  the  position  of  a  teacher  in  a  public  school,  as 
one  of  the  most  trying  which  it  is  possible  for  anv  one  to 
occupy,  and  we  feel  that  persons  who  assume  this  import- 

ant trust  ought  to  have  the  sympathv  and  the  most  con- 
siderate treatment  from  every  invidaal  who  is  interested  in 

our  schools. 

Our  appropriation  for  school  purposes  is  not  suffi- 
ciently large  to  enable  us  to  offer  the  inducements  to 

teachers  to  take  charge  of  our  schools,  which  some  of  the 
larger  and  more  wealthy  towns  are  able  to  offer,  but  if  we 
have  the  reputation  of  being  kind  and  considerate  in  our 

treatment  of  teachers,  this  fact  will  aid  us  greatly  in  pro- 
curing and  retaining  the  most  excellent  talent  for  our 

school  work.  We  have  tried  to  assist  all  our  teachers, 

to  the  fullest  extent,  in  their  work  during  the  past  vear. 
and  in  the  composition  of  this  report,  have  endeavored  to 
treat  them  in  a  most  kindly  way,  both  out  ot  a  regard  for 
them  and  their  interests,  and  also  out  of  a  regard  for  the 
best  good  of  our  schools. 
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Without  devoting  any  more  of  the  limited  space  oi 
this  report  to  the  discussion  of  the  salient  features  of  our 
school  system,  considered  as  a  whole,  we  now  invite  your 
attention  to  a  brief  notice  of  each  school. 

CENTER  GRAMMAR. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught 
by  Mi?s  Ada  C.  Davis,  a  teacher  of  tried  experience,  and 
of  the  highest  order  of  qualifications  for  the  duties  of  a 
teacher.  The  school  niade  excellent  progress  under  her 

instruction,  and  took  a  rank  which  w^as  not  excelled  by 
any  school  in  town.  We  were  well  pleased  wdth  Miss 

Davis'  work  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  her  in 
charge  of  the  school  during  the  winter  term. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Cloud,  a 
graduate  of  the  Scientific  department  of  Dartmouth  College. 
This  teacher  devoted  himself  to  his  work  with  much  earnest- 

ness,but  with  his  limited  experience  in  this  work  found  the 
discipline  of  the  school  somewhat  difficult  in  the  first  part  of 
the  term.  x\fter  the  first  month,  however,  the  school  seem- 

ed to  be  orderly  and  to  be  making  at  least  the  average 

amount  of  progress  in  the  studies  pursued.  At  the  exam- 
ination which  closed  the  term  the  school  made  a  very  good 

appearance  indeed.  We  wish  to  repeat,  however,  what 
►ve  have  stated  before  in  these  reports,  that  the  prospect 
of  success  is  far  better,  as  regards  an}^  of  our  schools,  if  it  is 
committed  to  the  care  of  an  experienced  female  teacher 

than  to  a  male  teacher  who  has  had  little  if  any  experi- 
ence in  the  work  of  instruction. 

CENTER  PRIMARY. 

The  Spring  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Lizzie  S.  Taylor,  who  had  charge  of  the  school  during  the 
whole  of  last  year,  and  was  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms 
of  commendation  in  our  last  report.  We  think  her  success 
this  term  was  even  greater  than  that  of  the  previous  ones 
and  we  would  have  gladly  continued  her  in  this  work,  but 
she  had  the  offer  of  a  more  pleasing  position  and  resigned. 

The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Sara  F.  Robbins, 
a  former  teacher  in  this  school ;  as  she  has  been  favorably 
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mentioned  in  two  of  our  former  reports,  little  need  be  said 
of  her  work  here.  We  will  simply  say  that  we  were  well 
satisfied  with  her  management  of  the  school,  and  would 
have  been  pleased  to  have  had  it  under  her  care  during 
the  Winter  term.  We  were  especially  gratified  by  the 
good  order  of  the  school  during  the  whole  term. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Nellie  M.  Co- 
nant.  Miss  C.  is  a  resident  of  the  district  and  had  had 

comparatively  little  experience  in  the  work  of  teaching  and 
labored  under  a  great  disadvantage  on  these  accounts,  in 
the  matier  of  discipline.  She  gave  lierself  most  heartily  to 
her  work,  and  under  other  circumstances,  no  doubt  would 

have  had  a  good  degree  of  success  in  every  respect.  .At 
the  examination  which  closed  the  school  the  scholars  ap- 

peared very  well  and  seemed  to  have  made  considerable 
progress  in  their  studies. 

SOUTH  (GRAMMAR. 

This  school  was  taught  throughout  the  year  bv  Miss 
M.  F.  Rice,  a  teacher  of  the  highest  culture,  and  most 
gentle  and  ladylike  manners,  whose  presence  and  exam- 

ple were  the  best  of  influences  to  her  scholars  to  lead  them 
to  cultivate  the  highest  qualities  of  mind  and  liepii  t.  The 
appearance  of  the  school,  under  her  management,  was  ev- 

ery thing  we.  could  have  desired.  We  considered  the  last 
term  of  this  school  the  most  successful  winter  term  that  we 

have  had  in  this  district  for  several  years.  At  the  close  of 
the  Winter  term  the  scholars  made  their  teacher  some  very 
pleasing  and  valuable  presents  as  tokens  of  regard. 

SOUTH  PRIMARY. 

The  Spring  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
M.  A.  Forbush,  a  teacher  who  has  been  mentioned  in  two 
of  our  previou?  reports  m  terms  of  praise.  We  deemed 
her  success  this  term  even  greater  than  it  had  been  in 
previous  terms.  We  have  seldom  seen  a  more  reasonable 
and  devoted  attachment  between  teacher  and  scholars,  than 

existed  here.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  the  scholars  pre- 
sented the  teacher  with  a  beautiful  gift  as  a  memento  of 

their  love. 

The    Fall    and   Winter    terms    were    taught  by 
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Miss  Jennie  M.  McAlister,  a  teacher  ot  considerable  ex- 
perience and  a  good  degree  of  natural  fitness  for  her  work. 

She  devoted  herself  to  her  work  with  earnestness  and  the 

school  showed  a  steady  progress  while  under  her  charge. 
At  the  close  of  the  Winter  term  the  scholars  presented  her 
also  with  some  beautiful  gifts,  as  substantial  proofs  of  their 
love. 

WEST  GRAMMAR. 

The  Spring  Term  of  this  school  v/as  taught  by  Mr.  J. 
C.  Bolan,  A.  B.  Mr.  B.  was  noticed  in  our  last  report, 
as  the  teacher  of  this  school,  and  little  need  be  said  of  his 

work  here.  He  labored  very  conscientiously  in  the  school 

and  iTian}^  of  the  scholarsmade  excellent  progress  while  un- 
der his  instruction.  Had  he  been  able  to  give  all  his  time  and 

strength  to  the  school  we  doubt  not  that  his  success  would 

'have  been  everything  that  we  could  have  desired.  As  it  , 
was,  many  of  the  parents  deemed  him  one  of  the  best 
teachers  we  have  had  in  the  school  for  a  long  time. 

The  Fall  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  M.  J.  Perigo. 
This  teacher  has  been  educated  especially  for  the  duties  of 

a  teacher,  and  has  had  several  years  of  practical  experi- 
ence in  the  v/ork,  and  being  naturally  of  an  enthusiastic 

temperament,  she  was  able  to  carry  qualifications  into  the 
school  room  such  as  we  are  seldom  so  fortunate  as  to  find 

combined  in  a  teacher.  The  scholars  responded  to  the 

vv'eli  directed  eftbrts  of  the  teacher  quite  readily,  and  the 
progress  of  the  school  Avas  steady  and  substantial  through- 

out the  term. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  M.  J.  Perigo 
and  Mrs.  M.  W.  Going.    Miss  P.   had  charge  of  the 
school  during  the  first  five  weeks  of  the  term,  and  managed 
it  with  the  same  satisfactory  results  which  attended  her 
work  in  the  Fall;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  she  was 

obliged  to  lay  aside  her  duties  on  account  of  illness.  After 
an  interval  of  two  weeks,  she  resigned  and  Mrs.  M.  W. 
Going  consented  to  take  charge  of  the  school.    Mrs.  G. 
is  a  teacher  ot  a  good  degree  of  experience  and  the  best 

■  of  natural  qualifications  for  the  work,  and,  though  she  had not  been  in  the  vocation  of  a  teacher  for  more  than  ten 

years,  she  took  it  up  again  in  this  school  with  an  enthusi- 
asm and  earnestness  which  were  the:  promise  of  a  success 
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which  did  not  disappoint  in  any  respect.  Considering  the 
interruption  of  the  school  by  the  illness  of  its  first  teacher 
and  by  the  sickness  of  scholars,  the  examination  at  the 
close  of  the  term  was  highly  satisfactory  and  exceedingly 
creditable  to  teachers  and  scholars. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 

This  school  was  taught  throughout  the  year  by  Miss 
Clara  L.  Sweatt.  This  teacher  had  charge  of  the  same 
school  during  the  Winter  term  of  last  year  and  was  spoken 
of  in  terms  of  praise  in  our  last  report.  We  feel  it  due  to 
her,  however,  to  stale  here  fiiat  we  think  she  has  improved 

in  her  abilit}'^  to  teach  during  each  term,  and  that  we  now 
consider  her  one  of  the  best  teachers  of  a  primary  school 
that  we  have  had  in  our  schools  for  several  years.  She 
has  the  happy  faculty  of  securing  good  order  without 
incurring  the  ill  will  of  any  of  her  scholars,  which  is  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  accomplish  in  such  a  school, 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught 
by  Mrs.  Allie  H.  Loker.  Mrs.  Loker  had  charge  of  this 

school  two  terms  last  year  and  vv^as  so  favorably  mentioned 
in  our  last  report  that  little  remains  to  be  said  here.  We 

wish  simply  to  state  that  we  never  knew  a  school  to  mani- 
fest more  interest  or  to  ma.ke  a  better  degree  of  progress 

than  did  this  school  while  under  the  charge  of  this  teacher. 
In  enthusiasm  and  facility  in  the  employment  of  expedients 
for  excitinp-  and  sustaining:  the  interest  of  the  scholars, this 
teacher  is  not  surpassed. 

The  Winter  Term  of  this  school  w^as  taught  by  Miss 
Ada  C.  Davis.  The  benefit  of  the  school  was  somev/hat 

impaired  by  the  illness  of  scholars  ;  but  the  management 
was  without  reproach,  and  the  progress  of  those  scholars 
who  were  able  to  attend  school  uninterruptedly  was  excel- 
lent. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Tht,  Spring  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
G.  E.  Tuttle.    Miss  Tuttle  has  been  mentioned  in  our  two 
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last  reports  in  terms  of  such  praise  that  we  need  add  little 
here.  She  was  not  only  very  successful  with  her  school 

in  exciting-  an  interest  in  the  reg-ular  studies  which  were 
pursued,  but  gave  a  very  pleasing  exhibition  of  the  amount 
of  information  which  may  be  imparted  to  scholars  orally, 
by  interesting  them  in  the  subject  of  Astronom}^  and  going 
out  with  them  in  the  evening  to  trace  the  constellations  and 
watch  for  the  appearance  of  certain  stars,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  the  term  the  whole  school  had  such  a  knowledge 
of  this  subject  as  would  have  seemed  hardly  possible.  We 
would  have  been  pleased  to  have  had  the  continued  ser- 

vices of  this  teacher,  but  as  has  been  frequentl}^  the  case 
with  our  most  successful  teachers,  she  had  the  offer  of  a 

more  permanent,  and  as  she  thought,  a  far  more  pleasant 
position,  and  she  decided  to  accept.  After  her  resignation 
the  people  of  this  district  showed  their  appreciation  of  her 

services  by  bestowing  upon  her  some  very  valuable,  beau- 
tiful and  useful  gifts. 
The  Fall  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  H.  L.  Cook,  a 

3-oung  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  but  wanting  in  expe- 
rience as  a  teacher.  She  labored  under  disad^'antages 

arising  from  her  want  of  experience,  and  from  the  fact 
that  she  was  called  to  succeed  a  teacher  of  such  superior 
qualifications  and  such  a  long  and  successful  experience 
in  the  same  school.  We  have  never  seen  a  teacher  who 
seemed  more  anxious  to  succeed  than  she  was,  and  under 
other  conditions  her  success  might  have  been  equal  to  her 
desires.  As  it  was,  the  examination  which  closed  the 

school  was  quite  creditable  and  equal  to  the  average  of 
examinations  during  the  past  year. 

The  winter  term  w^as  taug-ht  bv  Miss  F.  M.  Hartwell, 
a  teacher  of  pleasing  manners  and  considerable  expe- 

rience, in  the  work  of  an  instructor.  We  visited  the 
school  three  times  during  the  term  and  attended  a  public 
examination  at  its  close,  and  on  all  these  occasions,  the 

school  appeared  as  w^ell  as  we  could  have  desired.  We 
have  every  reason  to  feel  that  the  school  made  a  steady 

and  reasonable  progress  in  all  the  studies  v.'hich  were  pur- 
sued during  the  term.  The  examination  at  the  close  was 

very  creditable  to  teacher  and  scholars. 
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SOUTH  EAST. 

As  appears  from  the  statistical  report,  the  school  in 
this  part  of  the  town  has  been  very  small  during  the  year, 
so  small  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  form  anything  like  an 
intelliofent  estimate  of  the  work  of  the  teachers  who  had 
them  in  charge. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  W.  Packard 
who  had  charge  of  this  school  two  terms  last  year  and 

was  favorabl}'  mentioned  in  our  last  report. 

We  were  very  much  pleased  with  Miss  Packard's 
methods  of  teaching  and  consider  her  one  of  the  most 
competent  teachers  we  have  had  in  our  schools  for  several 
years.  She  did  everything  with  the  school,  that  it  was 

possible  for  any  teacher  to  do,  and  gave  complete  satisfac- 
tion to  all  concerned. 

The  fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Nellie  M.  Conant. 

This  was  Miss  C's.  first  experience  in  teaching,  but  she 
devoted  herself  most  earnestly  to  her  work,  and  was  suc- 

cessful to  such  a  degree  that  the  committee  would  'have been  pleased  to  secure  her  services  for  another  term. 
The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  C.  S.  Hay  ward. 

Miss  H.  came  well  recommended  and  has  had  considera- 
ble successful  experience  in  the  work  of  instruction. 

Whenever  we  visited  the  school,  it  appeared  orderly  and' the  examination  at  the  close  seemed  to  indicate  that  the 

scholars  had  made  as  much  progiQss  as  could  be  expected 
under  the  circumstances. 

Appended,  are  the  usual  statistical  reports  to  which 
we  invite  your  careful  consideration.  Some  of  the  dis- 

tricts have  had  the  benefit  of  an  unusually  large  number  of 

wrecks  of  school  during  the  year  and  the  advantage  of 
such  extended  school  privileges  has  been  very  apparant 
in  the  scholars  progress  in  their  studies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  HARRINGTON,  Chairman,"] LUTHER  CONANT,  Clerk,  |  School 
C.  B.  STONE,  I 

W.  S.  JONES,  )>Committee 
I.  W.  FLAGG, 
G.  H.  HARRIS,  of  Acton. 
F.  P.  WOOD,  Supt.  of  Schools, 
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ROLL.  OF  HONOR. 

>AMES  or  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  ^OT  BEEN  TARDY  OR  ABSENT. 

Center  Grrammar. 

For  one  Term. 

Sarah  Hammond, 
Julia  Lane, 
Etta  Tuttle, 

Mary  Waldron, 
Elbridge  Conant, 
Arthur  Davis, 
George  Lee, 
John  Kinsley, 
Lyman  Robbins, 
George  H.  Tuttle, 

For  two  terms. 
A.nnic  Hammond. 

For  three  terms. 
Carrie  Lund. 

Center  Primary. 

For  one  term. 

Luther  Conant,  Jr., 
Warren  Robbins, 
Bertie  Reed, 
Hattie  Smith, 
Augusta  Smith, 
Gracie  Tuttle. 

For  two  terms. 

Nina  Ayers, 
yennie  Ayers, 
Susie  J^.  Conant^ 
Hattie  Af,  Rohbins^ 
Hattie  L.  Tuttle, 

SOUTH  GRAMMAR. 

For  one  term. 

Josie  M.  Hannon, 

Mary  A.  Knight, 
Susie  A.  Moulton, 
Lois  E.  Pond, 
Emma  A.  Pratt, 
Henrietta  F.  Sawyer, 
S.  Bertie  Tuttle, 
Charlie  Fletcher, 
Hiram  E.  Gates, 

John  Wilder, 
Chrissie  A.  Pollard. 

For  two  terms. 
Nettie  C,  Fiiller^ 
Eda  Shafley^ 

Eva  C.  Shapley, 
For  three  terms. 

Mabel  Richardson, 
Etta  C.  Temple, 
Arlon  U.  Jackson, 
Willie  H.  Wilbur. 

I  South  Primary. For  one  term. 

^Idella  J.  Barker, 
lEmily  G.  Hannon, 
Clara  F.  Leach, 
Martha  C.  Pratt, 
Lillie  F.  Richardson, 
Sadie  E.  Sawyer, 
Fred  S.  Fletcher, 
Frank  Heustis, 
Lulie  E.  Hosmer, 

Johnie  Lynch, 

George  C.  Warren. 
For  tw^o  terms. 

Gertie  S.  Harrington^ 
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Harry  A.  Fletcher^ 
Charlie  W.  Leach ^ 
Ernest  E.  Wilhitr. 

West  Grammar. 

For  one  term, 

Florence  Noyes, 
Arthur  Bradford, 
Ned  Holton, 
Willie  Hart, 
David  Kinsley. 

For  two  terms. 

Mary  Titttle. 

West  Primary. 

For  one  term. 
Maud  Briggs, 
Gertie  Cutler, 
Bertie  Gardner, 

Addie  Houghton, 
Emma  Knowlton, 
Alice  Hoar, 
Flora  Richardson. 

John  Aldrich, 
Emery  Clark, 

Bertie  Holt,  ̂ 
Herman  Parker, 
Everett  Richardson, 
Fred  Teel, 
Charlie  Town. 

For  two  Terms. 

Ida  Littlejield^ 
Ida  Tuttle^ 
Walter  Gardner^ 
Eugene  Hall, 

For  three  Terms. 

Ida  Richardson, 

Ernest  Knowi.ton, 

Alp^red  Richardson, 
Bertie  Willis. 

NORTH  ACTOX. 

For  one  Term. 
Bertie  Smith, 

For  two  Terms. 
Nellie  Ryan^ 
Lizzie  Ryan^ 
Elwin  Harris^ 
Everett  Rouillard 

East  School. 

For  one  Term. 
E.  Bertha  Hosmer, 
Grace  E.  Taylor, 
Frank  H.  Billings. 
Freddie  W.  Billings, 
Carlton  C.  Conant, 
Willie  D.  Davis, 
Arthur  B.  Davis, 
Willie  O.  Smith, 
Ernest  Wetherbee, 

J.  Roland  Wetherbee. 
For  two  Terms. 

Harry  G.  Robbins. 
For  three  Terms. 

Herbert  H.  Robbins. 

South  East. 

For  one  Term . 
Willie  Hooper, 
Freddie  Jones, 

Willie  Jones. 



TABULAR  VIEW. 

SCHOOLS. TEACHERS. 

Length  of  School  in  | 

m
o
n
t
h
s
.
 
 | 

Wages  per  month. 

Wh
ol
e 
 

Nu
mb
er
  

of
  

| 

Sc
ho
la
rs
. 
 

j Av
er
ag
e 
 

At
te
nd
an
ce
. 
 

, 

Nu
mb
er
  

un
de
r 
 

5  
yrs

. 

of
  

ag
e.
 

Nu
mb
er
  

ov
er
  

15
  

yr
s.
  

| 

of
  

a
g
o
.
 
 

1 

Numbe
r  

of  visits 
 

by 

parent
s  

and  

friends
.' 

SPRING  TER3I. 

^    ,        \  Grammar. Centre.    <  -r,  ■  „ (  Pnmary, 
<^nnth      *  Grammar, South.  Primary, 
-j,^    ,  Grammar, 
W  est.      -j  Primary, North. 
.East. 
Soutia  East, 

Miss  A.  C.  Davis, 
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Miss  A.  C.  Davis, 
"    S.  F.  Robbms, 

M.  F.  Eice. 
J.  M.  McAUister, 

"    M.  J.  Perigo, 
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C.  S.  Hayward, 
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Aggregate  for  year. 

72i 

961  00 845 743. 2£ 5 53 

323 The  average  attendance  durmg  the  year,  .85^  of  the  whole  No.  of  scholars. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $(381  21 
Received  for  grass,  1  00 

for  use  of  school  house,  109  (?0 
Balance  from  last  year,  .  44  30 

Paid  to  teachers,  $677  00 

"  for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  48  14 
"  for  care  of  house  and  furnace,  44  45 

forhardware work  (Mr.Holt's bills,)  18  82 
"  for  incidentals,  11  90 

Balance  on  hand,  ,  85  80 

$836  11 

B36  11 
C.  A.  HARRINGTON,  Committee. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasur}^,  $681  21 
Balance  from  last  year,  14  95 

Paid  to  teachers,  571  00 

"  for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  57  05 
*'  for  a  dictionary,  8  50 
"  for  care  of  house  and  furnace,  45  00 
"  for  incidentals,  9  90 

Balance  on  hand,  4  71 

$696  16 

$696  16 C.  B.  STONE,  Committee, 
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CENTER  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $676  37 
Balance  from  last  year,  54  65 

^31  ©2 

Paid  to  teachers,  $605  40 
for  fuel,  61  50 

"  for  care  of  house,  30  25 
"  for  incidentals,  books,  &c.,  15  18  . 

Balance  on  hand,  18  69 
  $731  02 

LUTHER  CONANT,  Committee, 

NOKTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $308  11 
Balance  from  last  year,  38  64 

  $346  75 

Paid  to  teachers,  $278  75 
for  fuel,  34  50 

"  for  care  of  house,  12  00 
"  for  incidentals,  7  80 

Balance  on  hand,  13  70 

$346  75 G.  H.  HARRIS,  Committee, 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $308  11 
Balance  from  last  year,  5  10 

Money  advanced  to  make  up  this  year's 
deficiencv,  4  67 

Paid  to  teachers,  $259  00 

for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  39  66 

"  for  incidentals  and  cleaning  house,  5  22 
"  for  care  of  house,  14  00 

$317  88 

$317  88 
I.  W.  FLAGG,  Committee, 
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SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $200  00 
Received  for  out  of  town  scholars,  1  50 

$201  50 Paid  to  teachers,  $172  00 

"  for  fuel,  6  00 
for  incidentals,  2  95 

"  for  care  of  hou'Se,  2  00 
Balance  on  hand,  18  55 

  $201  50 

W.  S.  JONES,  Committee. 

x\mount  raised  bv    the  town  for 

schools,     "  $2500  00 Income  from  the  State  school  fund,        182  37 

Income  from  the  dog  fund,  .     176  40 
Total,   $2858  77 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  fifteen,  279.  Sum  appropriated  bv  the  towm  for  each 
scholar,  $8,928. 

7 
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TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1880. 

DanielJ.  "VVetheibee. 

William  D.  Tuttle. 

JoliiiE,  Cutter, 

TOWN  CLERK. 
William  D.  Tattle. 

SELECTMEN. 
John  White, 

ASSESSOKS. 
Aaron  C.  Handley, 

OVERSEERS  OE  THE  POOR. 
John  White. 

Phinea^s  Wetherbeo. 

Phineas  Wetherbee. 

Frank  Ho.smer. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Mrs.  Lncy  M.  Mead,  Charles  D.  Griggs,  for  3  year.-j  ;    Luther  Conant,  George  F,» 
Fiagg,  for  2  years  ,    George  H.  Harris,  Isaac  W.  Fiagg,  for  1  year. 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYORS- 
Charles  Wheeler,  Abram  H.  Jones.  Daniel  Wetherbos  . 

Oliver  W.  Mead,  George  R.  Keves. 

John  Fletcher, 

William  B.  Davis, 
Charles  B.  Stone, 

E.  J.  Bobbins, 
William  B.  Davis, 
Chai'les  B.  Stone. 

John  Fletcher,  2d, 

FENCE  VIEWERS.. 
John  R.  Houghton. 

SURVEYORS  or  LUMBER, 

George  H.  Harris, 
Fv;tiicis  Dwight, 
E.  J.  Bobbins. 

SURVEYORS  OF  WOOD. 

Henry  D.  Parlin. 
George  H.  Harris. 
L.  S.  Hosraer, 
iBaac  W.  Fiagg. 

CEMETERY  C03IMITTEE. 

Wni.  W.  Davis, 

Nahum  C.  Reed. 

E.  F.  Richardson, 
L,  W.  Stevens, 

G.  H.  Warren, 

Joua.  "W.  Loker, 
Solomon  L.Dutton. 

Joseph  F.  Cole. 



SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 
 ^-«»-«»  — 

Approi)riatioiis  and  Receipts. 

Unexpended  balance  of  last  year,  <^ ̂3,184 39 

Regular  Town  Grant, 
7,000 

00 

"        "       ̂ -     for  Schools, 
2,500 

00 \j  ̂/ 
"      "  Highways, 

1,200 

00 

State  Tax, 360 00 

County  " 
520 10 

Overlayings, 371 

Eight  Polls, 13 
44 

Liquor  Licenses, 251 
00 

Corporation  Tax, 
593 50 

National  Bank  Tax, 419 
61 

Received  of  Charles  Wheeler  for  sluice  at 
N.  Acton, 5 00 

State  Aid, 96 00 

Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid, 
285 12 

Cash  of  A.  H.  Jones,  for  old  plank, 6 50 

John  Fletcher,  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  24 00 
State  Treasurer.  School  Fund, 

177 63 

Town  Hail, 
79 

-00 

Cash  from  E.  H.  Cutler,  receipts  from  Es- 
tate of  Lucy  Hosmer, 

20 17 

"    Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 
12 00 

'•'    Dog  Fund, 
203 49 

°'      "    Benj.  F.  Hapgood,  reward, 
10 00 

817,332  63 



EXPENDITURES. 

.  Support  of  Schools. 
Paid  Chas.  B.  Stone,  West  District,  8681  21 

Geo.  F.  Flagg,  South  681  21 
Luther  Conant,  Centre,  676  37 

I.  W.  Flagg,  East  308  11 

Geo.  H.  Harris,  North  "                 308  11 
W.  S.  Jones,  So.  East  150  00 

Repairs  on  Town  Buildings. 

Geo.  r.  r  lagg,  repairs  on  bouth  Ac- L                111                           T  C 
ton  school  house  and  lence, 

863 
34 

Ai  Kobbms,  tor   stone   gutters  lor 
Town  House, 12 

00 
I.  W.  Flagg,  for  lead  and  oil  for  North 

Acton  school  house, 
23 49 

C.  B.  Davis,  for  13  3-4  days  work  on 
North  Acton  school  house. 

27 
30 

Henry  VV.  Richardson,  for  repairing 
Town  House  chimneys, 17 

85 
Henry  W.  Richardson,  lor  repairing 

East  school  house. 

27 
94 

Luther  Conant,  for  painting  Centre 
school  house, 77 

84 John  White,  material  for  North  Acton 
school  house. 2 

10 

Chas.  B.  Stone,  repairs  on  West  Ac- 
ton school  house, 

13 60 

Repairs  on  Highways. 

Paid  F.H.  Whitcomb,  breaking  roads,  1879,  814  80 

Geo.  Chandler,  posts  for  railings,  11  80 

T.  C.  Graham,  gravel  bank  in  West 
Acton.  15  00 

82,805  01 

$265  46 
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Paid  C.  A.  Harrington^  plank  for  Powder 
Mill  bridge, 69 

07 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  iron  and  bolts  for 

Powder  Mill  bridge, 

37 
34 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  plank  for  Powder 
Mill  bridge, 31 19 

A.  H.  Jones,  repairs  on  Powder  Mill 

brido^e. 
114 36 

J.  E.  Reed,  lumber  for  Powder  Mill 
brid<^e. 26 

34 
A.  H.  Jones,  breaking  and  repairing 

roads  in  Jan.,  Feb.  &  Mar.,  1879, 53 
38 

Chas.  Wheeler,  breaking'  roads.  " 
40 

14 
American  Powder  Co.,  labor  on  Pow- 

der ]MilI  bridge, 10 
41 

E.  B.  Forbush,  breaking]roadg,  1879, 6 
45 

Luther  Conant,  1878-79, 7 05 

Geo.  H.  Harris,  " 
2 63 

J.  E.  Billings,  1879, 7 
27 

Silas  Conant,  labor  railing  roads. 7 63 

A.  H.  Jones,  gravel  for  highways, 

• 

37 
00 

Regular  Highway  Work. 
A.  H.  JOXES,  SURVEYOR. 

For  56  1-2  days  work,  at  82.00,  8113 00 

50                "     oxen,  1.75, 87  51 

911-4           ^'     horses,  1.00, 94 
25 

•49  3-4                 Lowell  Jones,  1.50, 74 64 

•17  1-4    "            Elmer  Holman, 70 
88 

50  1-2  A.Cole, 
75 

75 
20  1-4    ̂ '            Fred  Mann, 

30 
38 

6         "             Chas.  Brooks, 
9 00 

Repairs, 4 00 

$491  86 

8559  41 
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CHARLES  WHEELER,  SURVEYOR. 

54  1-2  days  work,  at  |2.00, 8109 
00 

58 "     oxen,  1.75, 101 50 

yo  4-0 norses,  i.UU, 
95 80 

66 4  1-2  h.,  C.  H.  Wheeler,  1. 50,  99 
67 

16 work,  Allen  Smith, 24 00 
bi  0-4 "    James  Waldren, 86 

63 
67  3-4 

i  i 
Ed.  O'JN'eal, ^  r\-i 

101 63 

7  1-2 "    Silas  Conant, 11 
25 

1-2 
ii 

"    bpottord  Kobbms, 
75 Pi    O  A 

0  0-4 J^red  Mann, 8 
62 

4  1<2 
U ll      t  „  „    Tin,  1  

"    James  WneeJer, 6 
75 1-2 a 

"    Henry  Wheeler, 

75 
1 ^'    Daniel  Redding, 

25 

1 u 
"    Alfred  Moorhouse, 1 

25 

1-2 "    Ai  Robbins, 75 
6-10 "    John  McCarty, 

90 

Repairing Scraper, 4 
90 

Powder, 15 
61 

Blacksmith  bills, 7 
76 Rake  Handle, 25 

Castings ? 66 

2  Hoes, 1 50 

1680  18 

By  Order  of  County  Commissioners. 

Paid  A.  H.  Jones,  South  Acton  Road,        1300  06 

Chas.  Wheeler,  "       "  369  74 
"         "      North  "       "  40  00 
"  for  stone  bounds  and 

labor  setting,  80  70   -$790  50 



Support  of  Poor. 

Paid  E.  H.  Cutler,  for  support  of — 
v^itira  vviiucici, 

ljucy  xiocsiiior, 71 

7"s 

i  o 
v^omn  aiiu,  ivoue  lOi  ijuoy  fiubuit;i , on 

JDUlJal  OXptJllbtiSj 

1 4- ortraii  x>.  i^niiQS, 

1  ̂» 

i  o 

Tillf'V  OllVPV 
48 

23 

00 
T  r\ i  c 

HpTiw  -innpc! 
49 10 

1  0 oo 

John  Dakin. 
78 

00 

Betsey  Chaffin, 
164 00 

Family  of  Patrick  Redding, 
14 

7e5 

Dr.  SanderSy  Redding  Family, 5 00 

Traynor, 
94 o-± Dr.  Hutchins,  services  1877-78, 9 RO 

Journey  to  Boston  resp'ting  E.  McClern,  2 
50 

"     "     "          "    Bergendhall,  2 
50 

Stationery, 1 00 
Stamps, 1 00 

.  H.  Cutler,  balance  due  Town  Farm 

April  1, 1879, 162 
05 

.  H.  Cutler,  for  use  on  farm  1879, 80 
00 

Town  Debt. 
Paid  Mrs.  Harriet  Davis,  $529  37 

Mrs.  Philip  Peters,  1,623  67 
David  M.  Handley,  500  00 
Joseph  Barker,  546  17 

State  Aid. 
Paid  Mrs.  R.  C.  Wright,  12  00 

Mrs.  Hattie  AY.  Wilder,  12  00 

81,184  58 

,199  21 

$24  00 
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Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid. 
Paid  Mrs.  Hattie  W.  Wilder,  132  00 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Wright,  -32  00 
George  Dole,  32  00 
John  Carroll,  76  00 
Wm.  F.  Wood,  62  00 

Wm.  Reed,  8  00 
Allen  G.  Smith,  56  00 

Benj.  Skinner,  paid  E.  H.  Cutler,  48  00 

Wm.  F.  B.  Whitney,  60  00 

$406  00 

Cemetery  Expenses. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  Woodlawn  Cemeterj^,     158'  75 
Jos.  F.  Cole,  Mount  Hope       "  39  75   198  50 

Town  Officers. 

Paid  B.  S.  Woodward,  sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  $18  00 

F.  P.  Wood,  Supt.  of  Schools,  1878-79,  45  00 
a        u      u       u  45  00 

Phineas  Wetherbee,  services  as  Assessor,  25  00 

A.  C.  Handlcy,     '  23  50 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  "      -  30  00 

"     Town  Clerk,  25  00 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  services  as  Selectman,  70  00 

John  White,  "      "         "        45  00 
Chas.  B.  Stone,       "  "        45  00 
Francis  Dwight,  services  as  Collector 

and  Treasurer,  70  00   1441  50 



♦ 

139  00 
93  00 

150  00 
60  00 

48  00 

201  96 
12  00 
36  00 

180  00 

34  52 
24  00 

30  00 
48  00 

24  00 

6  00  $986 

Miscellaueoiis. 

Paid  Reuben  L.  Reed,  for  sealers  stamp 
and  weights, 

'^2 

00 

Edward  Tuttle,  use  of  Pump,  1877-78, 5 00 

C.  W.  Leach,  for  Warrants, 6 00 

"               "    Selectmen's  Reports, 
15 00 

Order  Blanks, 1 50 

"                    Town  Reports, 51 
00 

"               "    Reward  Notices, 1 75 

"       "  Blanks, 42 

"       ̂ '           Voting  Lists, 14 
00 Posters, 1 50 

H.  M.  Smith,  repairing  Town  Clock, 2 
25 

Freeman  Williams,  for  sign  boards  for 

Magog  Pond  and  No.  Acton  road. 3 
75 

Josiah  Dow,  land  and  building  sluice 

and  roadway  to  his  place. 25 00 

Interest  od  Notes. 

Paid  J.  K.  Putney, 

Mrs.  Philip  Peters, 
Fi  edrick  Rouillard, 

Mary  P.  Hosmer, 
Daniel  Harris, 

James  E.  Billings, 
Calvin  Harris, 

Jonathan  A.  Piper, 

David  M.  Handley, 
D.  J.  Wetherbee, 

Luther  Billings, 

Joseph  Barker, 
Sarah  C.  Noyes, 
Thos.  P,  Noyes, 
Geo.  H.  Harj:is, 
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Paid  D.  J.  Wetherbee.  coal  for  Town  House,  18  54 

C.  B.  Stone,  tile  for  sluice  in  So,  Acton,  17  67 

A.  H.  Jones,  labor  on  "  '6  8 
Luke  Tuttle,  Journey  to  Winchester 

to  procure  fish, 

.) 

00 Luke  Tuttle,  Journey  from  Depot  to 

.  Magog  Pond, 2 
00 

Francis  Dwight,  discount  on  Taxes, 

1879,  • 
640 

8G 

A.  C.  Handley,  2  Assessors'  Books, 85 
James  Fisk,  opening  Town  Hall,  26 

times, 19 00 

James  Fisk,  cleaning  Hall, 4 
50 -  pail, 12 

"  broom. 38 "  oil, 24 

care  of  cellar. 

•  3 

00 
"  clock. 6 

67 
Julian  Tuttle,  opening  Hall  8  times. 5 

75 
"        "     washing  Hall, 2 

00 

"        "  oil, 1 88 

"        "  wicks, 10 

"         •'•  chimneys, 
1 

50 

"        "  shavings, 70 
Luther  Conant,  Dictionary  for  Centre 

school, Q o 

1 
00 

JTohn  Fletcher,  repairing  Town  Clock, 2 00 

"                              Ladders  on 
Monument, 1 40 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  express  on  documents, 2 45 

"         "      locating  bounds. 
1 50 

"                2  journeys  to  Concord, ,  3 00 
"         "  postage, 

67 

"         "      recording  deed, 85 



11 

Paid  Wm.  D.  Tuttle  recordinj^  Births, 

$16 

00 
"  Deaths, 4 90 
"  Marriages, 3 

75 
Francis  D\Yight,  abatement  of  Taxes 

1877, 10 
74 Francis  Dwight,  summoning  persons 

to  take  oath  of  office, 2 50 

Francis  Dwight,  printing  Dog  notice's, 
1 

50 
Tax  book. 1 

25 

"       stationery  and  postage 

,  1 

25 

^'                 making  returns  26  deaths,  6 50 reward. 25 
00 

30  burials. 
90 

00 
"         '''       fees  for  travel  to  en- 

force dog  law, 3 
25 

 11,054  77 

Receipts  from  February  26,  1879,  to  February  26,  1880. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of  Feb. 
26,  1879, 

$3,184  39 
Appropriations  and  Receipts, 14,148  24 

Expenditures. 
Support  of  Schools, 12,805  01 
Repairs  on  Town  Buildings, 265  46 

"  Highways, 
491  86 

Regular  Highway  Work, 1,239  59 
By  Order  of  County  Commissioners, 790  50 

Support  of  Poor, 1,184  58 
Town  Debt, 3,199  21 
State  Aid, 24  00 

Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid, 
406  00 

Cemetery  Expenses, 98  50 
Town  Officers, 441  50 

Interest  on  Notes, 986  48 

$17,332  63 
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Miscellaneous,  1,054  77 
State  Tax,  360  00 

County  Tax,  520  10 

State  Treasurer,  Liquor  Licenses,  62  75 
 $13,930  31 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  26,  1880,  |3,402  32 

Town  Debt.  Notes. 

Daniel  Harris, 
$819 33 

u.  o.  ryecneioee, 

J.  E.  Billings, 
3,440 

96 

I.  T.  Flagg, 105 41 

Calvin  Harris, 202 63 

Luther  Billings, 
405 

49 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Putney, 686 

94 

Joseph  Barker, 
501 08 

J.  A.  Piper, 609 82 
David  M.  Handley, 

2,543 

75 

Fredrick  Rouillard, 
2,606 69 

Sarah  C,  Noyes, 800 00 

Thomas  P.  Noyes, 
400 00 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Hosraer, 
1,039 

33 

George  H.  Harris, 
100 

00 

Amount  due  from  State  Aid, 
■f  24 

00 

"    Indigent  Soldiers' 
Aid  to 

Feb.  1,  1880, 203 

00 *'             "    Town  Treasurer, 3,402  32 

114,856  84 

.$3,629  32 

Balance  against  the  Town,  111,227  52 

D.  J.  WETHERBEE,  )  Selectmen 
JOHN  WHITE,        }  of 
CHAS.  B.  STONE,    )  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1880. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 
FOR  1879. 

Births  in  Actou  in  1879. 

No.    Date  of  birth.       Name  of  child.       Names  of  parents. 
1.  Jan.  4,  Harry  Leslie  Mason,  son  of  Iracl  and  Catherine 

Mason. 

2.  Jan.  6,  Grace  Eveh'n  Taylor,  dangliter  of  Lyman  C.  and 
Addie  Taylor. 

3.  Feb.  16,  Marion  Hesselton,  daughter  of  Lucius  A.  and 
■Martha  F.  Hesselton. 

4.  Mar.  3,  Harvey  Fletcher  Tuttle,  son  of  Joseph  F.  and 
Jennie  E.  Tuttle. 

5.  Mar.  4,  Elbrit  Mayu  Goding,  son  of  Theodore  P.  and  Ella 
F.  Goding. 

6.  Mar.  8,  AVallace  Edwin  Stone,  son  of  Edwin  and  Frances 
A.  Stone. 

7.  Mar.  10,  Alice  Emma  Miller,  daughter  of  Charles  I.  and 
L.  Lizzie  Miller. 

8.  Mar.  28,  Blanche  May  Smith,  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Anna  Smith. 

9.  April  29,  Simon  Davis  Taylor,  son  of  Moses  E.  and  Clara 
Taylor. 

10.  May  2,  Jennie  Mabel  Redding,  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Hannah  Redding. 

11.  May  31,  Hattie  Isabel  Lawrence,  daughter  of  James  R. 
and  Abbie  F.  Lawrence. 

12.  June  6,  Ralph  Blancliard  Knowlton,  son  of  Amasa  M.  and 

*  Elizabeth  F.  Knowlton. 
13.  June  7  Edith  May  Griggs,  daughter  of  Charles  D.  and 

Sarah  Jane  Griggs. 
14.  June  9,  Nettie  Sophia  Richardson,  daughter  of  Henry 

W.  and  Mary  H.  Richardson. 
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15.  June  12,  in  Grreenville,  N.  H.,  Bessie  Amanda  Ritter, 
daughter  of  Albion  L.  and  Mary  L.  Eitter. 

16.  '  June  15,  Grace  Elsie  Reed,  daughter  of  Isaac  G.  and Garafelia  M.  Reed. 

17.  Jnly  9,  Mabel  Frances  Wetherbee,  daughter  of  D.  James 
and  Augusta  A.  Wetherbee. 

18.  Aug.  10,  Nellie  May,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  May. 
19.  Aug.  29,  Arthur  Edwin  Wheeler,  son  of  Edwin  M.  and 

Ellen  G.  Wheeler. 

20.  Sept.  1,  Clifton  AVentworth  Claggett,  son  of  Charles  W. 
and  Mary  Claggett. 

21.  Sept.  1,  Frank  Percy  Richardson,  son  of  James  E.  and 
Sara  R.  Richardson. 

22.  Sept.  4,  Lizzie  Lucinda  Wherren,  daughter  of  Joseph  W. 
and  Augusta  H.  Wherren. 

23.  Sept.  4,  Albert  Davis,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Davis. 
24.  Sept.  23,  Hannah  Calanan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ellen 

Calanan. 

25.  Oct.  12,  Mary  Agnes  O'Connell,  daughter  of  M.  C.  and 
Lizzie  O'Connell. 

26.  Oct.  19,  Alberta  May  Chadwick,  daughter  of  Cyrus  W. 
and  Helen  B.  Chadwick. 

27.  Nov.  5,  a  daughter  to  Micliael  and  Sarah  McCarthy. 
28.  Nov.  9,  Franklin  Ernest  Johnson,  son  of  Nathan  and 

Sally  Johnson. 
29.  Nov.  17,  George  Albert  Dockendorff,  son  ol  Jacob  and 

Martha  A.  Dockendorff. 

30.  Dec.  16,  Ruth  Amy  Mills,  dau2:hter  of  James  1.  and 
Mhtv  M.  Mills. 

Births  xot , previously  Reported. 

Mav  7,  1875,  Ira  Alberto  Mills,  son  of  James  I  and  Mary  M. 
Mills. 

Jan.  5,  1878,  Ada  Luella  Griggs,  daughter  of  Charles  D.  and 
Sarah  Jane  Griggs. 

Marriages  Kecorded  in  Acton  in  1870. 

No.    Date  of  Marriage.      Names  and  residence  of  parties. 
1.  Jan.  6,  Mr.  Uri  A.  Stone  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Alartha  Jen- 

nette  Nay  of  Boston. 
2.  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Edmund  B.  Hooper  and  Mrs.  Ella  L.  Drew, 

both  of  Acton. 
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3.  Mar.  11,  Mr.  Fi-aiiiv  W.  Brigham  of  Acton,  and  Miss 
Mary  L.  Morey  of  Boylston. 

4.  April  8,  Mr.  Levi  W.  Stevens  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Mary 

Croston  of  l^radi'ord. 
5.  April  14,  Mr.  (rcoi-gc  A.  Ilorslin  of  Fitchburg,  and  Miss Delia  Monlton  of  Acton. 

G.    April  15,  Mr.  Joim  Qninlan  and  Mrs.  Julia  Lynch,  both 
of  Acton. 

7.  April  IG,  Mr.  I>onj;nnin  i\  ]\[ansfield  and  Miss  Clara  M. 
Fowler,  both  of  Acton. 

8.  May  1,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Leach  of  xVcton,  and  Miss  Maria 
A.  Forbush  of  Stow. 

9.  May  12,  Mr.  Henry  M.  Warden  of  M^mcliester,  N.  H., 
and  ̂ [iss  Lizzie  Perkins  of  Act(>n. 

10.  May  12,  Mr.  Edwin  A.  Piialen  and  Miss  Hattie  D.  Reed, 
botli  of  Acton. 

11.  May  15,  Mr.  Frank  R.  Knowlton  and  Miss  Emma  S. 
[[i'>;i!>ci\  i-oth  of  Acton. 

12.  May  21,  Mr„  i-'lnnvy  J).  Ilaynes  of  Sudbnry,  and  Miss 
E.  Gates  of  Acton. 

13.  June  3,  Mr.  Waltci-  E. 'Htiyward  and  Miss  Nettie  F. 
I\on))in<,  botii  of  Actoii. 

14.  June  22,  Mr.  George  'M.  PaEvcr  of  Bedford,  and  Miss Lulu  N.  Moulton  of  Acton. 
15.  June  2G,  Mr.  Lorenzo  E.  Reed  of  Acton,  and  Miss  A. 

IG.    July  21,  Mr.  Sil  l-         ...  ,  r  and  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Ro])''ins.  's;,tii  lu"  Actoii. 

IT.    Aug.  8,  Mr.  J-    •     \-kerman  and  Mrs.  Martha  Ethel 
Mr  .  -otli  of  Actcai. 

18.  Auo;.  31,  Mr.  J.  PI  Mln  rt  and  Miss  Minnie  A. 
Munrov_         .    f  Aci.)ii. 

19.  Oct.  5,  Mr.  Giner^•  T.  Davis  of  Prookline,  and  Miss 
Hattie'D.  II  ̂ ;d^Mi,  of  Acton, 

20.  Oct.  IG,  Mr.  Jacob  T.  of  Brunswick,  Me.,  and 
Miss  JenjiCLic  .  i  ̂i^onzie  of  Dartmouth,  N.  S. 

21     Oct.  22,  Mr.  Charle-.  II.  T.iylor  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Fan- 
nie A.  Husscy  of  Littleton. 

22.  June  7,  Mr.  George  A.  Yriiitney  and  Miss  Emetine 
Sharp,  botli  of  ̂ NLiyiiiird. 

23.  April  2,  Mr,  Fred  E.  Xason  and  Miss  Fannie  E.  Wheeler, 
both  of  Concord. 
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24.    April  9,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Moore  of  Littleton,  and  Mis& 
Clara  E.  Smith  of  Waltliam. 

25     Sept.  3,  Mr.  Adelbert  A.  Martin  and  Miss  Sarah  J. 
McAnstin,  both  of  Maynard. 

Deaths  Eegistered  in  Acton  in  1879. 

No.    Date  of  Death.  Names  and  Ages  of  Deceased. 
1.  Jan.  7,  Mrs.  Ruth  Dole,  aged  96  years,  5  months,  19  days. 
2.  Feb.  4,  Mrs.  Myra  T.  Miles,  aged  74  years,  11  months, 

9  days. 

3.  Mar.  2,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Manion,  aged  30  years,  5  months, 
19  days. 

4.  Mar.  14,  Mrs.  Dolly  M.,  wife  of  Joseph  Noyes,  aged  57 
years,  7  months,  9  days. 

5.  April  15,  Widow  Sarah  B.  Stearns^  aged  85  years,  2 
months,  11  days. 

6.  April  18,  Mrs.  Angenette  W.,  wife  of  George  H.  Harris, 
aged  35  years,  5  months,  18  days. 

7.  April  26,  Marion,  daughter  of  Lucius  A.  and  Martha  F. 
Hesselton,  aged  2  months,  10  days. 

8.  May  26,  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota,  Mr.  Simon  D.  Tay- 
lor, aged  23  years,  6  months,  24  days. 

9.  May  28,  Mr.  Jonas  K.  Putney,  aged  76  years,  9  months, 
28  days. 

10.  June  15,  Mr.  Leyi  Chamberlain,  aged  72  years,  4  months. 
11.  June  16,  at  Westford,  Mr.  Daniel  Jones,  aged  66  years, 

2  months,  24  days. 
12.  June  28,  Miss  Delia  A.  Barker,  aged  27  years,  6  months, 

17  days. 

13.  July  16,  Dea.  John  Fletcher,  aged  88  years,  11  months, 
25  days. 

14.  June  7,  Mrs.  Loisa  Mohr,  aged  28  years,  5  months,  11 
days. 

15.  July  23,  Herbert,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Davis,  aged 
1  year,  7  months,  24  days. 

16.  July  28,  Mr.  William  Moynehan,  aged  58  years. 
17.  Aug.  8,  Mrs.  Emily  Churchill,  aged  75  years,  4  months 
18.  Aug.  16,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hosmer,  aged  85  years,  4  months, 

16  days. 

19.  Aug.  25,  Harry  Ernest,  son  of  George  W.  and  Angle  H.. 
Knowlton,  aged  7  years,  9  months,  14  days. 
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20.  Sept.  4,  Rev.  D.  M.  Crane,  aged  67  years,  6  inontliR,  4 
days. 

21.  Sept.  16,  Albert,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Davis,  aged 
12  days. 

22.  Oct.  2,  Mrs.  Nancy  B.,  wife  of  Cyrus  Law,  aged  64  years, 
5  months,  24  days. 

23.  Oct.  13,  Widow  Harriet  Davis,  aged  82  years,  9  months 
13  days. 

24.  Oct.  18,  Mr.  John  C.  Moore,  aged  20  years,  10  months, 
14  days. 

25.  Nov.  9,  Edith  M.,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Ida  Hob- 
son,  aged  1  year,  2  months,  28  days. 

26.  Nov.  5,  a  daughter  of  M.  and  Sarah  McCartliy,  aged  1  day. 
27.  Nov.  18,  Mrs.  Nancy  W.,  wife  of  Francis  Ivoblnns,  aged 

63  years,  10  months,  14  days. 
28.  Dec.  8,  Mr.  Josiali  D.  Wheeler,  aged  67  years,  11  months, 

4  days. 

29.  Dec.  27,  Mr.  Martin  Pike,  aged  73  years,  11  montlis,  23 
days. 
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NAMES  OF  PERSONS  IN  ACTON  HAVING  BOGS  LICENSED 

1879. 

M.  Angnsta  Hosnicr, 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Bock. 
Daniel  Harris, 
Baldmn.  &  Hesselton, 
Diiiue  F.  Hay\Yard.  2, 
Chas.  H.  Fairbauks,  fem. 
Frank  Barker, 
Nixon  Ball, 
T.  P.  Goding.  fem. , 
Francis  Dwight,  3, 
E.  B.  Hooper, 
Theron  F.  Newton, 
Elnathan  Jonefs, 
H  Waldo  Tuttle, 
L.  S.  Hosmer, 
Ttittles.  Jones  &  Wether- 

bee.  2, 
C.  H.  S110W. 
A.  S.  Fletcher. 
ChaK.  A.  Harrington, 
Jos.  W.  Wherren, 
Edwin  Tarbell, 
Levi  Houghton, 
Moses  Taylor, 
A.  G.  Haridiey, 
A.  J.  WiUirf. 
John  Temple, 
George  Flagg, 
F.  J.  Wood. 
Aiigufjtus  Fletcher, 
Windsor  Pratt, 
Geo.  V.  Mead, 
Lester  Fletcher, 
.John  Fletcher,  Jr., 

John  Fletcher  ct  Sons, 
John  W.  Charter, 
E.  B.  Forbiish.  fem. 
John  White,  fem. 
Francis  Conant, 
Jas.  Hannon, 
S.  F.  Reed. 
Chas.  Wheeler,  fem. 
Robert  N.  Govv'ell, Luther  Conant. 
H.  A.  Littlefield. 
C.  H.  Handley, 
Anson  C.  Piper, 
Jos.  Wheeler, 
Jos.  Reed, 
Taylor,  Brothers  &  Co., Frank  Pratt, 
Frank  Wetherbee, 
E.  J.  Robbins, 
Henry  Haynes, 
Solon  Robijins. 

G.  H.  Waugh,' Neil  Guriie, 
Dan'l  Gallaghar, Daniel  Tuttle. 
L  S.  Leuch, 
Goorgf  I'ratt,  1,  m. 
George  i'ratt,  1  fem. Geo.  R.  Keyes, 
Geo.  C.  Wright.  . 
A.  B-  Brown. 
F.  W.  Houghton, 
I.  F.  Going. 

Geo.  Jackson, 
95  Males  at  ̂ 2.00,  ̂ 3190.00 
9  Females  at  $5.00,  45.00 

O.  E.  Prefiton, 
H.  E.  Preston, 
Geo.  H.  Shapley, 
Ceo.  G.  Conant, 
Cyrus  Hayward, Geo.  W.  Knowltcn, 
Willie  O'Neil. H.  W.  Richardson, 
:Ciiaries  Morris. 
JanieB  Waldron, 
W.  A.  GLtinore, 
Geo.  Conant, 
H.  Hanson, 
John  Welch, 
John  Dubois, 
A.  L.  Tuttle, 
Geo.  W.  Livermore, 
Jerry  H.  McCarthy, 
Nathan  Johnson, Chas.  D.  Griggs, 
Waldo  Littlefield, 

Albert  Moulton.  ' H.  C.  Wheeler,  fem. 
John  Kehv, 

Hugh  GiU,  ■ 
Chas.  H.  Conant, 
Francis  Bobbins,  fem. 
Chas.  E.  Worcester, 
John  D.  jMoulton, 
George  Worster,  fem, Isaac  Barker. 
James  D.  Coburn, 
C.  J,  Williams. 

Total,  104 ti?285.00 

V/M.  D.  TUTTLE,  Tov/n  Clerk. 

Acton,  March  1,  1880. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

Receipts  &  Expenditures 

AT  THE 

ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1st,  1880. 

ARTICLES  ON  HAND  APRIL  1,  1880. 
13  cows, 

1520 00 Boiled  cider. 
75 1  horse, 

12  1-2  tons  of  hay, 

80 00 Cider, 3  00 

195 00 Salt  pickles. 1  50 

Cotton  seed  meal, 2 80 
Beets, 

50 
Meal, 6 90 

Soap, 50 

Shorts, 24 00 Apples, 50 
Corn, 1 30 

Onions, 
Ketchup, 25 Plaster, 40 

50 Bags, 3 00 80  lbs.  ham, 
9  60 

Barrels, 
17 

00 Sausages, 3  00 

Glass, 
1 2  cords  wood  cut  for 

24 
Flour, 

6  50 
use,  51 00 

Tea, 
1  00 

31  hens, 15 50 Sugar, 50 

Boxes, 60 Spices, 
Dried  apples. 

25 

Tub, 
75 

1  00 
Lumber, 18 00 Eggs, 

Candles, 

45 

Potatoes, 
325  lbs.  pork, 

43 50 50 

29 
25 Beans, 20 

115  lbs.  lard, 11 50 

Oil, 

12 
Butter, 60 

Corned  beef, 64 
11,056  35 

Apple  sauce, 

75  1 
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EXPENSES. 
Paid  for  butter, $54  74 Paid  for  rye  meal, 

20* 

cheese, Q O J.o boots  &  shoes, 12  98 

crackers, 44 lanterns. 2  02 
bugar, 
molasses. 

1  Q UdiL  iJJcaJ, 52 
u 

O  1 

Oil, 

0  oz 
conee, 9 

70 

wicks, 
10 tea, 

tobacco, 

1  0 ^0 ou Avhet  stones, 
43 

±o 

1 1 

snalh. 
83 

fish. LO QS fare  to  Lowell, 
80 

beans. A 
0  i 

raisins. 
-1     r  t 

1  51 
spices, 
matches. 

1 J_ lemons, 
1  15 

2 
ou curtains, 38 

clothing, 1  Q 

peas, chimneys, 

hoes, 

1  00 
chambers, 1 JL 40 horse  radish, AO 

saleratus, 

09 
grain, 

254  i  4 
sad  iron, starch,, Q 00 
seeds, 1 V  J. stationery, lb 
candles. 1 

0  { 

pins, medicine, c. 0 00 Paris  green, 
shovel. 1 7 Bristol  brick. 

-1  A 

10 

snuft', 

ftO CUl  n  OULLcl  , 60 

scythes. 2 55 
alum. 

rakes, 1 36 

glass. 
flour. 54 00 salt  petre. 

Id 
pipes, 

10 
cards. 

16 
mustard, 1 54 axes, 

1  70 
salts, 12 

gimblet. 

10 

pails, 
97 tumblers, OA 

brooms, 95 

printers'  ink. 1  O'^ 1  u»> 
RECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  FARM^  1879-80. 

Received  for  calfskin, $ 70 Received  for  bull. 28  00 milk, 571 
71 

use  of  bull. 3  00 
calves, 

18 25 berries, 5  00 

apples, 
322 05 eggs, 4  76 

cows, 137 28 
potatoes. 7  62 

grapes. 
1 68 

soap  grease 
50 poultry, 

10 
93 care  &  support 

boardinor  B. FJ.Aiken,  34  71 
Skinner, 72 00 

pork. 
17  47 

$1,235  66 
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1  2 OO 
iraici  tor  piuueo;  oo 

yeast, 
QQ VV 

tin  ware,  88 
onions. o U  ( 

,     grass  seed,          5  36 
cream  tartar, lock,  ou lorK, O  I 

phosphate,          7  85 cans, QO oZ castings,             4  47 
shells, 1  0 

clothes  line, bags,  25 nails, on wash  tubs,           1  50 
salt, 9 

00 
uasKet, 

barrels. 0 
bug  poison,  50 nee. ^8 ou 

lamp, 

horse  blanket, 

o  < 
Diacksmitii  Dill,  io  /  i 

1 eggs  to  set,  75 
cabbages, smoking  hams,     1  20 
teaming  lumber, 

o O 
lepaiiiiJg  pump,    ~t  ou 

labor,  183 comu  auu  roue  loi 
bull. 20 no jj.L'iiamDeria]n,i'j  uu 
saw  bill, 2 Q  i 

V'± wheelwright  bill,  2  25 
repairing  shoes. oO repairing  harness,  10 
filing  saws. 

7Q 
i  o keeping  cows,      6  00 

cows,  '2 54 
no UU no/^        Knll  77  7Q use  01  Dull  <  < ,  <  o 

use  of  team, 22 (  o 
'inrl  7Q                 14.  00 

butchering", i  5 
board  &  nursing 

truss  B.  Skinner,  2 ou 1?     T     \                 17  71 J: .  J .  AiKen,    L  <   <  1 
cider. 8 jJr.  fcanuers,  do.,  i  <  UU 
cash  B.  Skinner, 9 00 IN.  o.  JirooKS,    1-j  uu 
vinegar. 2 80 

plow  beam, 2 60 J.Dubois  &wife,247  50 
use  of  harrow, 50 E.  H.  Cutler,    50  00 

Dr.  Sanders' bill,15  65 John  White,      10  00 
peach  trees. 12 

00 Frank  Hosmer,  10  00 

Total  amount  of  Expenditures,  $1,663  05 
Receipts,  1,235  66 

Deficiency,  $427  39 
Balance  clue  as  per  report  of  the  Overseers  of 

Poor,  April  1,  1879,  162  05 

$589  44 
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Drawn  from  the  Treasury  April  1,1879,  $162  05 
"  "         "        for  use  on 

farm  1879-1880,  80  00 
242  05 

Balance  due  April  1,  1880,  $347  39 
Deficiency,  $427  39 

Interest  on  Farm,  '  240  00   $667  39 

Victualing  504  Tramps  at  40  cents,  201  60 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  on  farm,  $465  79 

Whole  number  of  persons,  exclusive  of  tramps  supported 
in  Almshouse,  7 ;  average  number,  4  3-4  ;  present  number,  5. 

ELISHA  H.  CUTLER, )  Overseees 
JOHN  WHITE,  V  OF 
FRANK  HOSMER,      j  Poor. 



ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

School  CommilteeiTowFi  of  flcton 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR,  1879-80. 

To  The  Citizens  of  Acton  : — 

Your  School  Committee,  through  theii  agent  the  Su- 

perintendent of  Schools  respectfully  submit  for  3^our  care- 
ful consideration  the  following  report : 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  number  of  our 
school  months,  the  number  of  different  teachers  who  have 
been  in  our  employ  and  all  the  obstacles  wdiich  are  in  the 
way  of  the  perfect  success  of  anything  in  this  w^orld,  which 
has  an  elevating  tendency,  we  feel  that  we  have  good  rea- 

son for  congratulation.  Our  appropriations  for  school 
purposes  are  necessarily  so  small  in  comparison  with  those 
of  the  larger  towns  and  cities  that  we  are  unable  to  retain 

our  best  teachers  or  to  attract  superior  ones  from  neigh- 
boring towns.  Our  appropriation  for  schools  is  only 

about  nine  dollars  per  scholar  while  that  of  the  town  of 
Quincy  which  has  a  deserved  reputation  for  excellent 
schools  is  over  twentv-one  dollars  per  scholar.  When  the; 
results  of  our  educational  work  are  compared  with  those  oi 
larger  towns  and  cities  this  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind. 

How  long  w^ould  the  town  of  Quincy  have  a  reputation  lor 
superior  public  schools,  were  she  to  reduce  her  school  ap- 

propriation by  more  than  one-half  ? 
We  are  able  to  state,  however,  without  any  exaggera- 
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lion  that  no  teacher  has  been  in  our  employ  during  the 
year  who  was  not  well  qualified  to  instruct  her  pupils  in 
all  the  studies  they  wished  to  pursue.  In  two  or  three 
instances  the  usefulness  of  the  teachers  was  somewhat  im- 

paired by  a  lack  of  enthusiasm,  but  in  all  these  cases  the 
deficiency  was  more  noticeable,  because  the  teachers  who 
preceded  them  possessed  this  quality  to  a  marked  degree. 

No  epidemic  has  prevailed  in  the  town  during  the  year 
to  impair  the  attendance  to  any  considerable  extent,  though 

some  parents  have  not  been  careful  to  keep  their  chil- 
dren in  the  schools  every  day,  and  on  this  account  pupils 

have  met  with  an  irreparable  loss.  Facts  have  been 
reported  to  us,  since  the  last  term,  closed,  which  impress 
us  with  the  importance  of  a  more  careful  enforcement  of 
our  truant  laws. 

We  think  it  also  important  that  better  provisions  should 
be  made  for  the  safe  ventilation  of  our  school  rooms  that 

so  many  pupils  may  not  be  detained  from  school  by  colds 
contracted  there.  We  trust  our  teachers  will  be  more  par- 

ticular in  the  future  in  this  regard.  Such  care  ought  to 

be  taken  oi  the  health  of  our  pupils  that  they  w^ill  be  safer, 
when  in  charge  of  the  teacher,  than  when  the}^  are  at 
home. 

We  have  been  pleased  with  the  evidently  growing  in- 
terest in  our  public  schools,  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  and 

have  been  assisted  very  much  by  their  co-operation. 
The  nevv^  and  more  natural  methods  of  teaching  which 

we  have  endeavored  to  introduce  during  the  last  year  have 
been  moht  heartily  welcomed  by  the  pupils  and  have  met 
with  little  opposition  from  the  parents,  and  that  simply 
through  a  failure  to  fully  understand  the  processes  which 
we  have  endeavored  to  apply.  Every  thing  that  has  been 
done  in  this  direction  has  been  at  the  suggestion  and  by 
the  advice  of  the  School  Committee  and  we  feel  that  the 
result  in  all  the  schools,  where  the  methods  have  been 

enthusiastically  and  skillfully  applied  has  justified  the 
course  which  we  have  pursued,  and  we  trust  no  adverse 
judgment  will  be  passed  until  a  sufticient  time  has  elapsed 
to  test  the  system. 

Our  schools  are  so  far  apart  that  it  is  not  possible  for  us 

to  have  teachers'  meetings  without  much  inconvenience, 



so  that  progress  in  methods  of  instruction  depends  quite 
hirgely  upon  the  private  suggestions  of  the  Superintendent 
and  is  necessarily  slow.  We  have  not  attempted  to  apply 
our  ideas  fully  to  the  managemxcnt  of  any  of  the  schools 
and  in  some  of  the  schools  there  has  been  but  little  change 
from  the  old  methods,  as  we  have  feared  teachers  might  be 

embarrassed  and  the  pupils  confused  and  the  orderly  ap- 
pearance of  the  school  s  disturbed,  but  we  have  entered 

upon  a  course  which,  if  persistently  pursued,  will  result  in 
more  practical,  more  pleasant  and  in  every  way  more 
efhcient  schools  than  we  have  had  in  the  past. 

That  the  teachers  and  general  public  may  have  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  our  views,  we  think  it  expedient  to 

state  them  quite  fully  in  this  report,  though  it  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  some  of  •the  space  which  is  usually  devoted  to  a 

review  of  the  difTerent  schools. 

We  wish  to  hnd  and  apph^  such  a  method  of  instruc- 
tion that  the  pupils  will  seek  and  lind  the  knowledge,  that 

the  schools  are  intended  to  impart,  with  the  same  zest  and 
growing  interest  that,  in  the  first  years  of  their  lives,  they 
sought  and  acquired  the  knowledge  of  language  and  of 
the  external  world  which  they  possessed  when  they  began 
to  go  to  school.  From  the  time  of  birth  to  the  age  when 
the  school  life  begins  the  mental  powers  are  onlv  slightly 
developed,  but  tlie  organs  of  the  body  are  tree  from  unnat- 

ural restraint,  the  attention  is  constantly  excited  bv  a 

change  of  scene  or  by  the  presentation  of  new  objects,  the 
senses  are  constantly  on  the  alert  and  there  is  hardl}^  a  mo- 

ment of  the  conscious  life  of  the  child  but  contributes  some- 
thing to  his  stores  of  knowledge,  simply  because  he  is  so 

circumstanced  tliat  he  is  taught  in  a  natural  way.  The 
necessity  of  the  child  is  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  things 
which  surround  him  and  he  acquires  it  bv  a  perception  of 
the  things  themselves.  He  needs  to  understand  language 
and  to  be  able  to  use  it  and  he  gains  the  desired  knowl- 

edge by  seeing  what  he  hears  illustrated  by  actual  objects 
and  hy  illustrating  it  himselt.  These  are  the  natural 
methods  which  we  ought  to  strive  to  imitate  in  our 
schools. 

When  the  pupils  leave  the  free  out  of  door  life  to  be  con- 
fined several  hours  each  day  to  receive  knowledge  which 
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most  of  them  can  not  otherwise  acquire,  they  ought  to  be 
placed  in  such  pleasantly  furnished  rooms  that  the  transi- 

tion from  home  lite  will  not  be  so  abrupt  and  unpleasant  as 
to  prejudice  them  against  the  school  and  its  pursuits. 

Several  of  our  school  rooms  are  adorned  with  pretty 
mottoes  and  pictures  and  we  see  a  growing  tendency  to 
cultivate  flowering  plants  and  to  have  vases  of  cut  flowers 

in  these  rooms  ;  which  thinp-s  indicate  a  drift  in  the  riofht 
direction. 

To  every  one  who  makes  any  marked  progress  in 
study  there  comes  a  time  of  mental  inspiration,  when  he 
begins  to  feel  that  knowledge  is  a  pearl  of  great  price.  It 

is  the  f'ict  of  this  inspiration,  or  the  lack  of  it  that  usually 
marks  the  diflerence  between  the  bright  and  the  dull 
scholar.  We  wish  to  conduct  our  schocfls  in  such  a  way 
that,  if  possible,  we  may  secure  this  inspiration  lo  all 
the  pupils  at  an  early  age,  so  that  the  school  duties  may 
not  be  irksome  to  them  for  so  many  years. 

The  natural  methods  of  instruction  have  been  most  suc- 
cessfully applied,  in  this  countr}^  thus  far,  to  the  primary 

schools  and  i  ;  is  in  them  that  they  are  most  needed,  lor,  if 
the  pupils  ao.juire  a  love  for  study  before  they  leave  the 

lower  grades,  they  will  be  sure  to  learn  in  the  higher  de- 
partments, though  the  methods  of  teaching  are  not  so  per- 

fect. If  :\  man  is  really  hungry  he  does  not  refuse  to  eat, 

though  th.)  food  is  coarse  and  poorly  served,  but  if  the  ap- 
petite is  poor,  everything  must  be  scrupulously  nice  or 

there  is  no  relish.  In  our  endeavors  to  benefit  the  schools, 

we  have  not  only  aimed  at  better  methods  of  teaching  but 

ha.ve  encouraged  our  teachers  to  appear  more  enthusi- 
astic in  their  work  and  thus  to  kindle  enthusiasm  in 

the  pupils.  The  teacher  and  the  pupils  are  engaged  in 
the  same  w^ork  ;  if  the  manner  of  the  former  seems  to  indi- 

cate that  she  thinks  it  is  drudgery,  the  latter  will  think  it  so 
in  sober  earnest.  It  is  well  and  very  necessary  for  the 

pupils  to  acquire  habits  of  industry  in  school,  but  it  is  bet- 
ter for  them  to  be  made  to  feel  that  there  is  something  so 

ennobling  in  work  that  they  will  pursue  it  out  of  love  for 
it. 

But  without  further  reference  to  the  general  principles 
which  we  wish  to  see  applied  to  the  management  of  our 
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schools,  we  desire  to  slate,  as  clearly  as  we  are  able  to  in  a- 
few  words,  our  ideas  of  the  proper  treatment  of  the  princi- 

pal common  school  branches. 
Reading.  Under  this  head,  we  consider  the  following 

points 'important.  When  the  child  begins  to  learn,  famil- 
iar objects  should  be  presented  and  their  names  placed  up- 

on the' board  in  script  (writing).  It  has  been  ascertained 
that  a  child  can  learn  a  whole  word  as  the  sign  of  an  ob-\ 
ject  or  idea  just  as  easily  as  he  can  learn  the  name  of  a 
single  letter,  composing  the  word.  When  the  child  has 
become  somewhat  familiar  with  one  word,  another  should 

be  placed  upon  the  board  with  it  and  so  on,  as  his  list  of 
familiar  words  is  enlarged.  The  words  should  be  placed 
in  various  combinations  and  the  child  should  be  required 
to  point  them  out,  that  it  may  be  certain  that  he  knows  the 
form  of  the  word  without  reference  to  its  location.  The 

transition  from  script  w^ords  to  the  printed  forms  is  so  easy 
that  we  do  not  advise  teachers  to  print  words  upon  the 
boards.  The  pupils  will  learn  the  letters  and  their  sounds 

later,  w^hen  they  have  made  some  progress  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  words.  By  this  method,  we  avoid  the  drawl- 

ing and  labored  reading  which  is  so  common  in  public 
schools.  When  the  pupils  have  passed  through  one  grade 
of  readers  it  has  been  found  very  useful  for  them  to  pursue 

other  reading  matter  of  the  same  grade  before  they  are  ad- 
vanced to  the  next  book  in  the  regular  series. 

It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  constantly  that  the  ability 
to  pronounce  the  words  correctly  is  only  a  part  of  the  art 
of  reading.  If  a  person  is  to  read  well  he  must  be  able, 
in  the  first  place,  to  understand  the  ideas  of  the  author 
and  to  promote  a  facility  in  this  we  think  it  well  to  require 
pupils  to  read  selections  silently  and  then  state  the  sub- 

stance of  what  they  read  either  orally  or  "  in  writing. 
Of  course  much  attention  should  be  paid  to  expression 

in  reading  and  the  teachers  ought  never  to  tire  of  question- 
ing the  pupils  as  to  the  meaning  of  words  which  they 

read. 

Writing.  As  we  have  stated  above,  the  child's 
first  reading  lessons  should  be  written  upon  the  board. 

The  pupil's  first  lessons  in  writing  should  be  found  in  his 
efforts  to  copy  these  words.    At  first  the  word  "cat"  and 



other  simple  words  should  be  set  before  him  and  he  should 
be  taught  to  trace  them  many  times  that  he  may  become 
familiar  with  the  forms  and  the  use  of  the  crayons  and  in  a 
few  weeks  he  will  be  found  copying  the  words  upon  his 
slate. 

Spelling  should  furnish  a  constant  drill  in  writing. 

The  words  ought  to  be  carefully  written  upon  the  *board 
and  copied  by  the  pupils  and  thus  learned.  Experience 
has  shown  that,  if  the  pupils  copy  a  list  of  words  five  or  six 
times,  it  so  impresses  them  that  they  may  be  reproduced 
at  any  time  and  that  they  are  more  permanently  retained 

than  when  learned  from  the  printed  page  to  be  recited  oral- 
ly. The  principal  use  of  knowing  how^  to  spell  is  the 

ability  to  write  words  correctly,  and  by  this  method  the  pu- 
pil is  sure  of  a  drill  upon  the  very  act  w^hich  he  will  need 

to  perform. 

Of  course  it  is  ver}'  important  that  the  teacher  be  a 
good  w^'iter  and  keep  before  her  pupils  excellent  penman- 

ship, as  she  will  have  more  influence  than  their  copy  books 
in  determining  the  hand  they  will  write. 

AritJnnetic.  In  teaching  the  first  principles,  it  is  of 

the  utmost  importance  that  every  step  be  illustrated  by  ob- 
jects. The  neglect  of  this  practice  has  been  the  occasion 

of  more  poor  instruction  in  this  branch  than  in  almost  any 

other.  It  is  very  essential  that  the  pupil  thoroughly  un- 
derstand one  combination  before  another  is  made.  It  has 

been  said  thai  during  the  first  term  no  combination  bej^ond 
four  should  be  made.  We  have  used  the  Franklin  Primary 
Arithmetic  in  one  of  our  schools,  as  an  experiment,  and 

have  found  it  admirabl}^  adapted  to  the  object  method,  when 
supplemented,  as  it  was  here,  by  a  stand  abundantly  fur- 

nished with  blocks  and  other  articles  which  were  distribu- 
ted to  the  pupils  to  illustrate  the  principles  of  the  book. 
Practical  problems  out  of  the  book  involving  the  prin- 

ciples of  the  science  should  be  frequently  presented  to  the 
pupils  through  their  whole  course. 

Geogra-phy  should  be  first  taught  in  its  application  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  school-room  and  of  the  town.  This 
course  w'ill  furnish  the  pupils  a  knowledge  from  which 
they  may  form  an  intelligent  idea  of  that  which  lies  beyond. 

Geography  is  usually  studied  too  much  by  rote  and  in 
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its  dr}^  details.  Several  of  our  schools  have  pursued  the 
study  during  the  past  year  by  a  scheme  which  has  neces- 

sitated a  more  definite  and  practical  knowledge  of  our 
globe  than  is  usually  acquired. 

The  plan  has  been  about  as  follows  : 
1st.  The  study  of  the  earth  as  a  physical  body,  with 

reference  to  its  vertical  forms,  the  configuration  of  its  land,, 
water,  etc. 

2d.  The  study  of  it,  as  it  has  been  affected  by  climate, 
the  various  causes  which  determine  the  climate  and  its  ef- 

fect upon  vegetable  and  animal  life,  and  upon  the  condition 
of  the  different  races  of  men, 

3d.  The  study  of  the  face  of  the  earth,  as  man  has 
arranged  it,  with  reference  to  political  divisions,  cities, 
etc. 

Grainniar.  This  branch  of  knowledge  has  been  de- 
fined, by  a  standard  authority,  as  "  The  art  of  speaking  or 

venting  with  propriety;  the  right  use  of  language."  V/hile 
we  have  a  high  appreciation  of  the  value  of  a  nice  knowl- 

edge of  analysis  and  parsing,  we  feel  that  there  is  a  most 
urgent  need  of  better  instruction  in  English  grammar  as 
defined  above. 

The  pupils  should  be  encouraged  to  describe  objects 
and  piciures  which  are  presented  to  them  and  the  language 
of  their  descriptions  should  be  corrected  if  it  is  faulty  in 
any  respect.  The  teachers  ought  to  make  a  note  of  all 
the  incorrect  expressions  which  they  may  overhear  and 
teach  the  pupils  in  what  particulars  and  w4iy  they  are 
wrong.  The  scholars  should  be  required  to  write  letters 
and  compositions  upon  familiar  subjects  and  these  should 
be  carefully  corrected. 

Our  limited  space  permits  us  onl}^  to  glance  at  our 
ideas  of  the  right  methods  of  instruction  in  these  branches, 
but  we  trust  what  we  have  said  will  suffice  to  illustrate  the 

general  principles  which  we  wish  to  see  applied. 
We  have  referred  to  the  branches  of  study  which  are 

usually  taught  in  our  schools  and  we  have  laid  especial 
emphasis  upon  good  instruction  in  them,  but  we  think  the 
cultivation  of  our  pupils  in  morals  and  good  manners  is  a 
matter  which  ought  to  occupy  a  very  prominent  place  in 
the  work  of  all  our  teachers. 



We  wish  to  say  that  one  of  the  most  pleasing  results 
of  the  methods  of  teaching  which  we  have  briefly  described 
is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  almost  completely  obviates 
the  necessity  of  corporal  punishment.  There  are  several 
of  our  schools  in  which  there  has  not  been  a  case  of  the 

kind  during  the  year,  and  in  all  the  schools  the  cases  have 
been  very  rare,  which  fact  makes  our  schools  appear  in 
pleasing  contrast  with  some  of  those  of  our  metropolis,  as 

it  appears  from  their  superintendent's  report. 
Right  methods  of  teaching  seem  to  us  of  such  vital 

importance  that  we  wish  all  our  teachers  could  have  the 
benefit  of  the  instruction  of  our  normal  schools,  or,  as  this 

cannot  be,  we  wish  they  might  have  some  one  or  more  of 
the  excellent  educational  journals  which  are  published  at 
the  present  time.  If  the  teachers  do  not  feel  able  to  pro- 

cure such  helps,  we  think  it  well  worthy  of  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  committee,  whether  it  would  not  be  a 

profitable  investment  of  money  to  place  such  periodicals 
in  their  teachers'  hands. 

We  now  invite  your  attention  to  a  brief  notice  of  the 
different  schools. 

CENTER  GRAMMAR. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  A.  C. 
Davis  whose  excellent  work  has  been  noticed  in  several  of 

-our  previous  reports.  The  Winter  term  was  somewhat 
disturbed  by  a  change  of  teachers  when  it  was  about  halt 
through.  But  the  examination  at  the  close  showed  that 
the  scholars  had  made  good  progress  in  their  studies.  The 
teachers  during  the  Winter  term  were  Mr.  Alfred  N. 
Fuller  and  Miss  Mary  Fifield. 

CENTER  PRIMARY. 

Miss  Bessie  M.  Ball  taught  throughout  the  year,  and 
by  her  enthusiastic  application  of  the  new  methods  of  teach- 

ing and  school  management  merits  and  has  the  apprecia- 
tion of  all  in  this  vicinity  who  desire  the  most  efficient 

work  in  our  schools.  This  was  Miss  B's  first  experience 
in  teaching,  but  her  complete  success  seemed  to  be  assured 
from  the  very  commencement  of  her  work. 
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SOUTH  GRAMMAR. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  H.  S.  Symonds, 
a  teacher  of  excellent  mental  accomplishments  and  of  an 
extended  experience.  She  devoted  herself  very  earnestly 
to  her  work,  and  would  hctve  been  highly  successful  had 
she  been  able  to  secure  a  more  perfect  co-operation. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  R: 
E.  Stacy  and  under  her  care  the  school  is  making  as  rapid 
progress  as  we  can  reasonably  expect. 

SOUTH  PRIMARY. 

Miss  Jennie  M.  McAlister,  who  was  favorably  men- 
tioned in  our  last  report,  taught  throughout  the  year.  This 

teacher  has  begun  to  apph^  the  new  methods  ot  instruction 
with  gratifying  results. 

WEST  f^RAMMAR. 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Going,  an  enthusiastic  teacher,  who  was 
mentioned  in  our  last  report  continued  in  charge  of  this 
school  during  the  Spring  and  Fall  terms  wntW  excellent 
success,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  Winter  term  by  Miss 
Elvira  C.  Gordon.  Miss  G.  is  a  teacher  of  good  intellec- 

tual qualifications  and  ha"^  liad  much  successful  experience 
in  her  vocation,  but,  in  comparison  with  her  predecessor, 
seemed  lacking  in  enthusiasm.  The  examination  at  the 
close  of  school  proved  that  the  pupils  had  not  failed  to 

make  progress  in  their  studies.  Some  of  the  classes  ap- 
peared exceedingly  well. 

WEST  PRIMARY. 

Miss  Clara  L.  Sweatt,  who  has  been  very  favorably 
mentioned  in  two  of  our  previous  reports,  taught  during 
the  Spring  and  Winter  terms.  Because  of  illness  she  was 
not  able  to  teach  during  the  Fall  term  and  Miss  Hattie  H. 

Freeman,  who  was  teaching  in  a  neighboring  tow^n,  took 
charge  of  the  school.  Miss  F.  practiced  the  most  approvd 
methods  of  teaching  and  in  the  management  of  her  pupils 

show^ed  a  natural  tacidty  for  government.  We  consider 
her  instruction  in  reading  especially  good. 
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NORTH  SCHOOL. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Susie 

M.  Wetherbee.  This  was  Miss  W.'s  first  experience  in 
teaching,  but  the  examination  at  the  close  of  the  Fall  term 
was  very  satisfactory  to  the  parents  and  Committee  and 
showed  that  she  had  done  her  work  well. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  a  teacher  of  tried  ex- 
perience, Mrs.  A.H.Loker,  whose  excellent  work  has  been 

noticed  in  several  of  our  reports,  and  who  never  succeeded 
better  than  during  this  term. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Florence  Hartwell  continued  in  charge  of  this 
school,  during  the  Spring  and  Fall  terms ;  and  the  school 

made  a  steady  progress  while  under  her  care.  The  Win- 
ter term  was  taught  by  Miss  Emma  Esterbrook,  a  teacher 

of  experience  and  excellent  natural  qualities  for  her  voca- 
tion. We  have  never  seen  the  order  of  the  school  more 

perfect  or  the  school  spirit  of  the  pupils  better  than 
during  this  term. 

There  was  but  one  term  of  school  in  this  part  of  the  town 

durmg  the  3^ear  and  that  was  durinc^  the  Winter  months 
in  charge  of  Miss  A.  W.  Packard.  We  have  commended 

this  teacher's  work  in  previus  reports,  but  we  considered 
the  last  term  one  of  the  most  profitable  schools  in  this  part 
of  the  town  for  several  years. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistical  reports. 

SOUTH  EAST. 

LUTHiER  CONANT,  Chairman, 
C.  B.  STONE,  Clerk, School 
I.  W.  FLAGG, 
W.  S.  JONES, 
G.  H.  HARRIS, 
G.  F.  FLAGG, 

J>  Committee 

of  Acton. 

F.  P.  WOOD,  Supt.  of  Schools, 
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ROLL  OB^  HOINOR, 

NAMES  OF  THOSE  WHO  HAVE 

West  Primary. 

For  one  Term. 

Bertie  Gardner, 
Ida  Littlefield, 
Ida  Richardson, 
Bertie  Going, 
Guy  Mead, 
Herman  Parker, 
Brooks  Parker, 

For  two  terms. 

Bertie  Preston^ 
Vio  Preston, 
Bertie  Hall^ 
Genie  Hall^ 
Hobart  Mead^ 
Alfred  Richardson. 

Center  Grammar. 

For  one  term. 

Ella  E.  Daniels, 
Grace  E.  Tavlor, 
Mary  T.  Waldron, 

John  F.  Kingsley,* 
Arthur  B.  Robbins, 
Arthur  W.  Taylor, 
Horace  F.  Tuttle, 

For  two  terms. 

Sara  E.  Ham^nond, 
Jnlia  M.  Ba7ie, 
Annie  B.  Bee, 
B I  bridge  R.  Con  ant, 

NOT  BEEN  ABSENT  OR  TARDY. 

For  three  terms. 

Susie  E.  Conant, 
Annie  M.  Hammond, 
Carrie  A.  Lund, 
George  S.  Lee. 

Center  Primary. 
For  one  term. 

Jennie  L.  Ayers, 
Almira  Ayers, 
Abbie  F.  Coughlin, 
M.  Ida  Davis, 
Bertha  I.  Fisk. 

South  Grammar, 

For  one  term. 

Susie  Billings, 
Susie  Pond, 

Myrtilla  Richardson, 
George  Kelley. 

For  two  terms. 

Bda  Sha-pley, Eva  S hap  ley, 
Carrie  Shafley, 

Etta  Te^nf  le, 

South  Primary. 

For  one  term. 

Florence  F.  Fletcher, 
Carrie  F.  Hanson, 
Clara  F.  Leach, 
Sadie  E.  Sawyer, 
Tillie  W.  Burns, 

George  C.  Warren.* 



For  two  terms. 

Ada  M.  Jo'ucs, 
Arthur  Miller. 

For  three  terms. 

Martha  C.  Pratt, 
Lillian  F.  Richardson. 

West  Grammar. 

For  one  term. 

Mary  A.  Blanchard, 
Florence  T.  Noyes, 

Lottie  S.  Richardson,* 
Bertha  T.  Wright, 

Emery  W.  Clark,* Walter  C.  Gardner. 
For  two  terms. 

Hattie  A,  Davis, 

Mary  L.  Tuttle, 
Herbert  A  Hafgood, 

}^illie  B,  Hart,"" 
Freddie  S.  Whit  comb. 

For  three  terms. 

J.  IdaTuttle, 

Center  Primary. 

For  one  term. 

Nellie  E.  Lane, 
Lizzie  M.  Schofield, 
Hattie  L.  Tutde, 
Arthur  C.  Allen, 
Frank  E.  Fisk. 

For  two  terms. 

Lucy  M.  Davis, 
Clara  S.  Hammond, 
Hattie  M.  Robbi^is, 
Clara  B.  Bobbins, 
Grace  E.  Tuttle, 
♦Were  tardy  once. 
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For  three  terms. 

Albert  J.  Reed, 

Oliver  D.  Wood,* 

North  School. 

For  one  term. 
Nellie  Ryan, 
Everett  Rouillard, 

James  Ryan, 
Edward  Ryan, 
Bertie  H.  Smith, 
Edwin  Smith, 
Robert  Wilson. 

For  two  terms 

Mat  tie  Randolph, 
Annie  Ryan, 
Lizzie  Ryan, 

John  Ryan. 
For  three  terms. 

Mattie  F.  Smith. 

East  School. 

For  one  term. 

Fred  W.  Billings, 

Roy  G.  Brooks, 

Arthur  B.  Davis,* 
Willie  O.  Smith, 
Ernest  E.  Wetherbee. 

For  two  terms. 

Frank  H.  Billings, 

Herbert  H.  Robbins,* 
Harry  G.  Robbins. 

South  East. 

For  one  term 

George  Hooper, 
Ella  Johnson, 

Harry  Hooper. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $681)  21 
Balance  from  last  year,  4  71 

$685  92 Paid  to  teachers,  $540  50 
for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  55  44 

"     "  care  of  house  and  furnace,  45  00 
"         incidentals,  15  41 

Balance  on  hand,  29  57 

$685  92 C.  B.  STONE,  Committee. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $686  21 
Balance  from  last  year,  35  80 
Due  to  the  Committee,  39 

$722  40 Paid  to  teachers,  $650  00 

"    for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  49  00 
"  cleaning  and  caring  for  room,      5  39 

"      "  repairs,  4  54 
"     "  brooms, erasers, crayons, books, 

etc.,  13  47 
  $722  40 

GEO.  F.  FLAGG,  Committee. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $676  37 
Balance  from  last  year,  18  69 
For  fuel  and  care  of  room  for  writing 
school,  2  00 

  $697  06 
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raid  to  teachers, 
$568 

00 

"    for  care  of  house, oi 

"     "  fuel  and  preparing  it, 56 56 
"  incidentals, 14 

80 
"  maps, 

9 00 

"      "  use  of  instrument  two  terms. 8 
50 Balance  on  hand, 8 70 

 : —     $697  06 

LUTHER  CONANT,  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  S308  11 

Deficiency  on  last  year's  account,  4  67 
Paid  to  teachers,  225  00 

for  fuel,  26  00 

"         incidentals,  6  57 
'*  care  of  house,  12  00 

Balance  on  hand,  33  87 

$308  11 

$308  11 I.  W.  FLAGG,  Committee. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $308  11 
Balance  from  last  year,  13  70 

Paid  teachers,  $237  25 
"    for  fuel,  29  90 
"          care  of  house,  14  00 

"  incidentals,  4  58 
Balance  on  hand,  36  08 

$321  81 

$321  81 GEO.  H.  HARRIS,  Committee. 

SOUThl  EAST  SCHOOL. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  8150  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  18  55 

  $168  55 
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lid  teacher,  $105  00 
for  fuel,  8  00 

cleaning  school-house,  2  00 
*'  ink,  crayons  and  erasers,  3  38 
"  care  of  school  house,  5  00 

]      sending  scholars  to  So.  Acton 
instead  of  having  a  school,  20  00 

Balance  on  hand,  25  17 
  168  55 

W.  S.  JONES,  Committee. 

Amount  appropriated  by  the  town  for 
schools,  $2500  00 

Income  from  the  State  school  fund,        177  (?3 
Income  from  the  dog  fund  203  49 

Total,  $2881  12 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  fifteen,  308.  Sum  appropriated  by  the  town  for  each 
scholar,  .$8.20. 
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SPEING  TERM, 

\  Grammar C®^^^^  i  Primary 
^nnth   *  Grammar South  ^  p^.i^a,,y 

W*Hf    i  Grammar ]  Primary North 
East 

Miss  A  C  Davis 
B  M  Ball 

"  H  S  Symonds 
"  J  M  McAhster 

Mrs  M  W  Going 
Miss  C  L  Sweatt 

S  A  Wetherbee 
"  F  M  Hartwell 

2£ 2t 

21 

2l 

2i 

2i 

#34  00 30  00 
36  00 
36  00 
34  00 
32  00 
28  00 
30  00 

29 

35 
37 

50 
33 
43 
21 
23 

27i 

30 

34f 

47i 

33"
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25+ 

26 

29+ 

43 

30 
39 

19 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 

8 
C 
3 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 

21 
24 
21 

34 
30 

19 

10 
16 

27 

72 8 
12 

11 25 
39 

11 
Totals, 

19f 

260  00 271 2541-6 

2251 

3 
13 

175 205 

FALL,  TERM. 

Centre 

South  • 
West 
North 
East 

Grammar 
Primary 
Grammar 
Primary 
Grammar 
Primary 

Miss  A  C  Davis 
"  B  MBall 
"  EE  Stacy 

J  M  McAlister 
Mrs  M  W  Going 
PXiss  H  H  Freeman 

S  A  Wetherbee 
"  F  M  Hartwell 

2i 2f 

3 
3 

2| 
2i 

2i 2i •f 34  00 
30  00 
40  00 
36  00 
34  00 
32  00 
28  00 
30  00 

29 27 

36 

52 39 

42 

23 26 

261 

27"
 

35- 

50 

371 

42"
 

19 

221 
25+ 

24 

33+ 
45  2-3 

30+ 

38- 

17 

18 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

8 
0 12 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

21 
18 23 

36 25 
21 

10 16 

29 
93 

12 

19 

45 43 

20 
9 

Totals. 
21 

264  00 274 

2591 

230 1 20 170 
270 

WINTER  TERM. 

I  Grammar 
Centre  < 

{  Primary 

qnnth  i  G-i-ammar South  1  p,.ijnary 

West    i  Grammar ^^^^    \  Primary 
^  orth 
East 
South  East 

HT_    A    XT  TTl     n  ^ Mr  A  N  Fuller  ) 
Miss  Mary  Fifield  \ "  BMBall 
"  EE  Stacy 

J  M  McAlister "EC  Gordou 
•'   C  L  Sweatt 

Mrs  A  H  Loker 
Miss  E  F  Estabrook 

AW  Packard 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3* 
3| 

3^ 

3 
SI 

$40  00 32  00 
40  00 
36  00 
34  00 
32  00 
34  00 
80  00 
30  00 

37 

34 

4F, 

45 

42 
43 23 
24 

14 

34f 

30 
42 

441 

34" 

22 

22f 

13 321 

26 36 
37 

30+ 

37i 

20- 

19 
12 

0 
0 
G 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

19 

1 18 

0 
3 
0 
3 
0 
2 

15 

21 27 

33 

37 

21 
12 

18 
10 

28 

70 6 11 

37 

29 

15 
12 
10 

Totals, 

28J 

308  00 307 

295^ 

299  5-6 
0 46 194 

218 
Aggregate  for  year, 

691 

832  00 ^52 ^09 
755 1-6 

4 79'539 
683 

The  average  attendance  during  the  year  93^  of  the  average  No.  belonging  to  the schools. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1881 

Town  Clerk. 

William  D.  Tuttle. 

Selectmen.- 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,    John  White,    Phineas  Wetherbee. 

Assessors . 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  Phineas  Wetherbee,  Lucius  S.  Hosnaer. 

Overseers  of  the  ̂ Poor. 
John  E.  Cutter,    Otis  H.  Forbush,    Lyman  C.  Taylor. 

School  Committee. 

Job  W.  Dupee,  3  years  ;  Lucy  M.  Mead,  Chas.  D.  Griggs, 
2  years  ;   Luther  Conant,  George  F.  Flagg, 

I.  W.  Flagg,  1  year. 

Highway  Su  rveyo  rs . 
Daniel  Wetherbee,     Chas.  Wheeler,     Abram  H.  Jones. 

Fence  Viewers . 

John  Fletcher,  John  R.  Houghton,  Nahum  C.  Reed. 

S^lrveyors  of  Lumber. 
Wm.  B.  Davis,  Edward  F.  Richardson,  L.  W.  Stevens, 

Geo.  H.  Harris,  Chas.  B.  Stone,  E.  J.  Robbins, 
James  B.  Tuttle. 

S^lrveyors  of  Wood. 
E.  J.  Robbins,  H.  D.  Parlin,  Wm.  B.  Davis,  I.  W.  Flagg, 

J.  W.  Loker,    George  H.  Harris,    Chas.  B.  Stone, 
Lucius  S.  Hosmer,  Solomon  L.  Dutton,  A.  S.  Fletcher, 

James  B.  Tuttle,    Charles  H.  Taylor. 

Cemetery  Committee. 

John  Fletcher,    Wm.  W.  Davis,    Joseph  F.  Cole. 



treasurer's  report. 

DR. 

Paid  State  Treas.  for  liquor  licenses. *87 

75 "                   State  tax, 1,080  00 
County  Treas.,  County  tax, o42 70 
Selectmen's  orders, 9.2^9 62 

Outstanding  orders, 
999 

81 
Balance  due  the  Town  Feb.  26,  1881. 1,470  42 

PR 

W.  S.  Jones,  unexpended  school  money, 
$25 

17 

Liquor  licenses. 351 
00 

City  of  Boston,  for  care  F.  J.  Aiken, 35 

3t) State  Treas.,. corporation  tax, 727 

07 

"      I\ational  Bank  tax, 545 71 
tif              TV/r               Ol          ITT'  1 
"      Mass.  School  tund, 179 56 

"       "      Jr^tate  Aid. 9i) 
00 

"               Keliet  01  nidigent  soldiers, 
178 

00 
Chas.  Wheeler, digging  stone  near  Button 

's  1 

50 
T.  Hammond,  laying  sluice. 10 

on 

Jos.  Cole,  lots  sold  in  Mt  Hope  Cemetery, 
40 

00 
John  Fletcher  lots  sold  in  VVoodlawn  " 

33 

00 
"         '       wood                "  " 1 

10 

E.  EL  Cutler,  on  account  of  Town  Farm, 55 

Geo.  F.  Flagg,  rent  of  school  rooms, 
114 

00 
Julian  Tuttle,  use  of  Town  Hall, 

88 

75 
County  Treasurer,  dog  fund. 178 67 

Interest  on  Money  in  Bank. 42 
86 

John  E.  Cutter,  Collector.  10,832 
00 

il3,480  10 

.*18,480  80 

J.  K.  W.  WETHE'?/BEE,  Treasurer. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

Appropriations  and  Receipts. 

Unexpended  balance  of  last  year,         $3,402  32 
Regular  Town  Grant  7,000  00 

State  Tax,  1,080  00 

County  "  542  70 
Roads,  1,400  00 
Schools,  2,500  00 

Overlayings,  518  90 

Geo.  F.  Flagg,  use  of  schoolroom,  1879 
&  1880,  114  00 

W.  S.  Jones,  unexpended  school  money,      25  17 
Licenses,  351  00 

City  of  Boston,  for  F.  J.  Aiken,  35  36 

Cash  State  Treas.  Corporation  Tax,  727  07 
National  Bank  Tax,  545  71 

State  Aid,  96  00 

Soldiers'  Aid,  178  00 

Chas.  Wheeler,  digging  stone  near  Button's,    1  50 
Thomas  Hammond,  laying  sluice,  10  00 
Jos.  Cole,  West  Cemetery,  40  00 
John  Fletcher,  Center  34  10 
State  Treas.  Mass.  School  Fund  179  56 

E.  H.  Cutler,  on  account  Town  Farm,  55 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  interest  on  Town 

Money,  42  86 
J.  Tuttle,  use  of  Town  Hall  &  Cellar,  88  75 

Dog  Fund,  178  67 

$19,092  22 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Support  of  Schools. 

Paid  Luther  Conant,  Center  District,       $G82  16 

1.  W.  Flagg,  East  District, 308 
Geo.  H.  Harris,  North  District, 308 
Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Mead,  West 682 

iO 

Geo.  F.  Flagg,  South 682 1  fi 

Chas.  D.  Greggs,    East  ̂' 
200 

UU 

Repairs  oi)  Town  Buildings. 

[  I.  W.  Flagg,  repairs  on  East  School 
House, 

$5 

82 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  paint  and  oil  for 
Town  House, 

80 85 

C.  S.  Davis,  painting  Town  House, 

85 
00 

"          "          "       clock  faces. 
2 

00 
"          "       Hag  staff. 1 50 

"     building  stage, 
6 00 

"      '•     teaming  lumber, 
1 

50 

John  Fletcher,  repairs  on  vane  and 
clock. 46 

86 

L.  U.  Holt,  stove  South  Acton  School 
House, 33 00 

L.  U.  Holt,  751bs.  pipe. 11 25 

2  elbows. 30 

9  lbs.  zinc, 
81 

•                  coal  hod, 1 
00 

7  hooks, 
50 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  gilt  for  Town  Clock 00 

^'       paint  for  Town  House, 6 50 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Mead,  slating  black- 
board. West  Acton  School  House, 12 00 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Mead^  tinting  school-room 
90 

$2,863  76 
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Paid  Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Mead,  sundry  repairs,  1 1  24 

"     Holt's  bill,  G  05 

"                        cliairs,  school-room,    1  25 
"                   ^'      basement  chairs,  1  00 

"       "     seven  new  desks,  22  40 

"  "  putting  down  1  ?>() 
"                        curtains  for  school 
room,  1 1  44 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Mead,  desk  book,  1  25 
Chas.  Davis,  labor  on  Town  House 

staging,  4  40 

Robert  Wayne,  "      "    vane  at  Town 
House,  4  40 

Regular  Highway  Work. 

CHARLES  WHP:ELER,  SURVEYOR. 

75  days work,  2.00, 

$150 

00 

44  1-4  days  work, oxen,  1.75, 77 44 

141  1-4 a horses,  1.00, 141 25 

74  3-4 
a C.H.Wheeler,  1.50, 112 12 

3  3-4 
a J.  Priest, 5 63 

13 u 
8  1-2 hours,  H.  Blodgett 

20 77 

1 i( 
work,  Allen  Smith, 1 50 

47  3-4 
i( James  Waldron, 

71 
63 

34  1-4 
a u Levi  Hobbs, 

51 
37 

1  1-2 
li 

11 
John  Charter, 2 

25 

36 li u 
Gardner  McLaughlin,  53 99 
Silas  Conant, 3 

90 

17  1-4 
11 W^.  Hussey, 25 88 

3  1-2 
u il H.  Taylor, 5 

25 

13  1-4 
ii H.  Lewis, 19 

87 

13  3-4 
a 

ii 
J.  Bell, 20 63 

2  1-2 
u A.  Cole,  2.00, 5 

00 Blacksmith 
's  bilh 

!,  powder,  nails  and 

grave 

1, 

21 

75 

$369  52 

$790  23 
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A.  COLE,  SURVEYOR. 

For  70  3-4  days  work,  2.00,  141  50 

12  3-4  ̂ '  Thos.  Cote.  7.00,  89  25 
19  1-2            -    E.N.Robbins,  1.50    29  25 
13  3-4  ^'    S.  R.  Collis,  20  G2 

3                      W.  I^age,  4  50 
28  1-4    "       -    J.  Priest.  42  37 

9  1-4  A.  H.  Jones,  13  87 

3  ^'       "    T.,  J.  &  W.,  4  50 

4  1-2  -  oxen,  1.75,  7  87 

9  1-4  -  Amos  Tuttle,  1.50,  13  87 

6  1-4  -  E.  O'Neal,  6  37 
2                       H.  Conant,  3  00 

2  "     horse.  1.00  2  00 

3  -  Charles  Beck,  1.50.     4  50 
4  "  "  horse,  4  00 

12  3-4  -  H.  Turner,  1.50,  19  12 

11  1-2  "  A.  Turner,                17  25 

3                 -    L.  McLaughlin,  4  50 
511-2            "    A.  Jones' horse,  1.00  51  50 
L.  Billings  and  horse,  for  work,  3  87 
Charles  Wheeler,  for  labor,  8  50 
J.  P.  Brown's  bill.  3  48 
1  Plow  3  days  .50.  I  50 
1  Pick  axe.  1  12 

I  Scraper  plate,  7  44 
1  Pick  handle,  25 
1  Rake.  67 

1  Sledge,  3  00 
Gravel  for  Stow  road,  3  00 

Support  of  Poor. 
Paid  E.  PI.  Cutler,  deficiencv  on  Town 

Farm  to  April  1880,   ̂   $347  89 
E.  H.  Cutler,  board  and  doctor's  bill 

of  F.  J.  Aiken,  37  36 

$51267 
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Paid  J.  E.  Cutter,  oxen  tor  Town  Farm,  125  00 

"      support  Clara  Wheeler,  272  82 
"                  "      Henry  Jones,  66  01 

Sarah  S.  Childs,  13  06 

Elizabeth  Bur- 

gendahl,  293  25 
"      John  Dakin,  12  42 

Traynor  Family,  115  38 

"         "                Redding     "  39  13 
Mrs.  M.  Pike,  34  00 

"         "      robe  and  burial  of  Lucy 

Oliver,         ̂            '  18  06 burial  of  Geo/ Bullard,  10  00 

"     "W.  F.B.Whit- 

ney's child,  15  00 
"               medical  attendance  F. 

E.  Chafiin,  20  00 

"         "      aid  furnished  Ola  Nel- 
son, 3  75 

"         "      aid  furnished  Mrs.  John 

Whitney.  20  50 

"               board  &  medical  atten- 
dance Mrs.  B.  Chaffin,  53  20 

"         "      Dr.  Hutchins'  medical 
attendance  M.  Pike, 

1879,  8  25 

"     journey  to  Taunton,  5  60 
"                   "         Tewksbury,  3  25 

*•     express  on  bundle  for  H. 
Jones,  80 

tax  book,  2  00 

"      printing  dog  notices,  I  25 

"         "      advice  on^Follard  and 
Bryan  case,  2  00 

,519  48 
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Town  Debt. 

Paid  Fredrick  Roiiillard,  $500  00 

David  M.  Haiidley.  500  00 

James  E.  Billings,  note  and  interest,  1,517  70 
■      -       -       1.029  82 

106  28 

Mary  P.  Hosmer, 

Geo.  H.  Harris, 

I.  T.  Flagg. 
Calvin  Harris, 

J.  A.  Pi})er, 
Lutlier  Billings, 

John  Carroll, 
Geo.  Dole. 

Wm.  F.  Wood. 

Allen  G.  Smith, 

Benj.  Skinner. 
George  Knights, 
Wm.  F.  B.  Whitney, 
Miss  R.  G.  Wright, 
Mrs.  Hattie  W.  Wilder 

Soldiers'  Aid. 

105  30 
202  53 
404  46 
202  53 

120  00 
48  00 

96  00 

96  00 

96  00 
8  00 

144  00 
48  00 
48  00 

Interest  on  Town  Debt. 

Paid  Mrs.  J.  K.  Putney,  39  00 

Mary  P.  Hosmer,'  60  00 Fredrick  Roiiillard,  150  00 
D.  J.  WetherbeQ.                            .    34  52 

T.  T.  Flagg,  12  00 
Daniel  Harris.  48  .00 

J.  A.  Piper.  36  00 
James  E.  Billings,  117  00 
Calvin  Harris.  12  00 

Sarah  C.  Noyes,  48  00 
Thomas  P.  Noyes,  24  00 
Luther  Billings,  24  00 
Joseph  Barker,  30  00 

14.568  57 

$704  00 

$634  52 
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Town  Officers. 

Paid  F.  P.  Wood,  Supt.  Schools  1879-SO, U  U  -i 

1880-81, 
L.  U.  Holt,  sealer  ot  weights  and 

measures,  to  Apr  '80. 
Phineas  Wetherbee,  Assessor, 
A.  C.  Handley, 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle, 

Town  Clerk, 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  Town  Treas., 
Phineas  Wetherbee,  Selectman, 
John  White, 
D.  J.  Wetherbee, 

Printing'. 

Paid  C.  W.  Leach,  Selectmen's  reports, 
"      Town  warrants, 
"      52o  Town  reports. 

12  Warrants, 
500  Orders. 

"      200  Cemetery  deeds. 
Posters, 

Stationery  &  printing. 

Cemetery  Expenses. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  trees  for  VVoodlawn, 
J.  F.  Cole,  posts  for  Woodlawn, 

lock  " J.  Fletcher,  work  in  Woodlawn  and 
Mt.  Hope  Cemeteries, 

^'       "       labor  in  VVoodlawn, 
J.  F.  Cole.  Mt.  Hope, 
"  150  posts, 

Luke  Smith,  moAviug  brush  in  North Cemetery, 

setting  post,  Woodlawn, 

45  00 
45  00 

45  00 

10  00 
25  00 
21  50 

30  00 
25  00 

25  00 
40  00 
45  00 

70  00 
  $426  50 

12  50 
1  50 

56  00 

1  50 
1  50 
5  50 
1  50 
3  50 

  $83  50 

6  00 
6  00 

25 

7  85 
36  25 
40  50 

6  00 

8  00 
2  00 
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Miscellaneous. 

for  rope  for  monument. $ 83 

John  Fhitclier,  work  on  monument, 
75 'I'own  Seal, 5 00 

J.  K.  VV.  Wetlierbee,  admr.  estate  F. 

Dwiglit,  attending  burials, 30 30 

J.  K.  VV.  Wetherbee,  admr.  estate  F. 

Dwight,  coffin  &  robe  B.  Cliaftin, 

13 

00 J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee  admr.  estate  F. 

Dwight,  collecting  taxes, 45 00 

Phineas  Wetherbee,  book  for  valua- 
tion use  ot  State, 5 00 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  copying  tax-booK, 5 
00 

John  Fletcher,  block  to  flag-staff  on 
monument, 1 

00 

Chas.  Wheeler,  railing  bridge  at  li. 

Smith's  mill. 15 
60 

Chas.  Wheeler,  repairs  on  bridge  at 

I.  W.  Klagg's 
16 

78 Waldo  Littlefield,  painting  hearse. 
20 00 

A.  C.  Ilandley,  3  tax  books, 1 50 

Henry  llaynes.  breakijig  roads,  1879. 

11 

55 
A.  H.  Jones,  breaking  roads  and  re- 

pairs, 1879, 12 
65 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  license  blanks, 

50 

engraving  powder  horn,  1 

00 

J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee.  abatement  of 

taxes  in  1878  1879, 69 
58 

Julian  Tuttle,  opening  Town  Hall  20 
times, 19 

50 
opening  selectmen's 
room  11  times, 2 

75 

"        •         care  clock  15  months. 
12 

50 "                 cleaning  clock, 2 00 

"           "  cellar, 75 
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Paid  Julian  Tuttle, sawing  wood, 

50 

u  .( 
oil, 

8 
49 

kl  (.'. wicks. 15 

(.',  U lamp, 90 

>,(. matches. 
25 :(.                 ■  IL 

repairs  on  cellar  door 
and  settees, 4 

00 

1 1  a 
cleaning  small  clock. 

SO 

2  springs  Town  clock. 

'2 

00 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  printing  notices, 1 00 
(,^  a 

express  public  docu- 
ments, books  &c.. 2 20 

a  u 
laying   out   lots  in 

Cemeteries, 3 
50 i(,  a 

blanks  for  dog  licenses 1 
40 

ii.  a 
journey  to  Concord  to 

make  returns, 1 50 
u  u 

journey  to  Boston, 
respt.  State  tax, 2 

00 recording  18  marriages, 2 
70 u  u 28  deaths, 4 
cSO 

4C            <  ■ collecting  &  recording 
28  births. 

14 
00 

postage  &  stationery. 
1 I > >y ) 

L.  E.  Reed,  attending  1-1-  burials, 
42 

00 

"             making  11  death  returns, 
2 

75 J.  E.  Cutter,  discount  on  taxes.  18^0,  7 

•17 

13 

E.  Hall  &  Son,  plank  for  sluice. 3 40 
labor  and  nails, 50 

—         $1,116  07 

Receipts  from  February  26,  1880,  to  February  26,  1881. 

Unexpended  balance  as  per  report  of 
Feb.  26,  1880,  $3,402  32 

Appropriations  and  receipts,  15,689  90 
 119,092  22 
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Expenditures. 
Support  of  Schools, 12.868 

76 

Repairs  of  Town  buildings, 369 52 
Regular  Highway  work, 1.302 90 
Support  of  Poo]-, Town  Debts. 

1,519 

48 
4,568 57 

Soldiers'  Aid, 

704 
00 

Interest  on  Notes, 634 52 
Town  Officers, 426 

50 
Printing,', 

83 
50 

Cemetery  Expenses, 112 

85 

Miscellaneous, 
1,116 

07 

State  Tax, 
1,080 

00 

County  Tax, 512 
70 State  Treas,,  liquor  licenses, 87 

75 $15,412  12 

Bal.  m  Col  &  Treas.  hands,  Feb.  26,  '81. 

Town  Debt.  Notes. 
Daniel  Harris, 
D  J.  Wetherbee. 

David  M.  Handley. 
Fredrick  Rouillard, 
James  E.  Billings, 
Luther  Billings. 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Putney. 
Joseph  Barker, 
J.  A.  Piper, 
Sarah  C.  Noyes, 
Thomas  P.  Noyes, 

,680  10 

Amount  due  from  Soldiers'  Aid, 
^'  "    Treas.  &  Collector, 

S819 

33 

595 41 
2.042 50 

2.101 

16 1,994 75 203 00 686 
94 

501 08 
205 00 

800 00 400 00 

$352 

00 

3,680 
10 

110,349  17 

i4,032  10 

Balance  against  the  Town,  16,317  07 

D.  J.  WETHERBEE,  )  Selectmen 
JOHN  WHITE,  [  of 
P.  WETHERBEE,  j  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1881. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

FOR  1880. 

Births  in  Acton  in  1880. 

No.    Date  ol'  hirth.       Name  of  child.  Names  of  parents. 
1.  Jan.  I,  Hanaali  Louise  Beck,  daughter  of  Clias.  L.  and 

Lulu  A.  Beck. 

2.  Jan.  15,  Doi-a  Etta  Owens,  d;iughter  of  Thomas  P.  and Eliza  J.  Owens. 

8.  Jan.  18,  Alice  Mabel  Teele,  dauo-hter  of  Charles  H.  and 
Estelle  ].  Teele. 

4.    Jan.  22,  Mary  0.  Connei's,  daughter  of  Maurice  and 
Honora  Coimers. 

.  5.    Jan.  17,  George  illhert  Dockendorff.  son  of  Jacol)  and 
Mnrtha  A.  Dockendorff. 

<).    Jan.  7.  Frank  Harrison,  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza  Harrison. 
7.    Feb.  28,  Minnie  Mal)el  Hayues,  daugliter  ol  Sylvester 

and  Eliza  W.  Ha,vnes. 

H.    Mar.  1.  Albert  Edward  Willis,  son  of   William  W.  and 
Elizabetli  Willis. 

9.  Mai'.  16,  Edward  Dion,  son  of  Agistes  and  Emma  Dion. 
10.  April  IT,  James  Qniiil  in.  son  of  John  and  Julia  Quinlan. 

11.  Api'il  24,  Alice  Crane  Haskins,   d  lughter  of  Jolm  R. 
and  Helen  A.  Haskins. 

12.  May  22,  Roscoe  Hosmer  Knowlton.  son  of  Frank  R.  and 
Emma  S.  Knowlton. 

13.  i\ray  26,  Francis  Victor  D.  Nelson,  son  of  Oscar  P.  and 
Mary  Ann  Nelson. 

14.  May  27,  Fanny  Louise  Rich,  daugliter  of  Edward  S.  and 
Mary  Alice  Rich. 
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15.    June  7,  Eva  Sawyer,  dan^^'liter  of  Tlioinas  J.  and  Kate 
Sawyer. 

June      (iiiv  Ernest  1'uttle,  son  of  Amos  S.  and  Amy  M. Tuttle. 

17.    Jnne  21,  Cxeor^-e  Morton  Guilford,  son  of  Samuel  A.  and 
Nellie  M.  Guilford. 

IS.    July  17,  Millicent  Mamie  Edwards,  daughter  of  Alfred  J. 
and  Elioda  Edwaixls. 

10.    Aug.      Gi-ace  Alice  Hay  ward,  daughtei'  of  Walter  E. 
and  X<^ttie  F.  Hay  ward. 

20.  Aug.  22,  Howard  Knowlton  Tuttle,  son  of  H.  Waldo 
and  Lizzie  S  Tuttle. 

21.  Aug.  24,  Ernest  Hooper,  son  of  Edmnnd  B.  and  Ella  L. 
Hoo])er. 

22.  Sept.  5,  Walter  S.  Jones,  son  of  Wm.  S.  and  Laura  A. 
Jones. 

23.  Sept.  17.  Jolni  Edward  Cain,  son  of  Edward  and  Ann  ̂  
Cain. 

24.  Oct.  4,  Albert  Asliley  Palmer,  son  of  Nathan  R.  and 
Al)])ie  M.  Palmer. 

25.  Get.  12,  Clarence  Everett  Blodgett,  son  of  J.  Hei-bert 
and  ̂ Iiimie  A.  Blodgett. 

2G.    Get.  17,  Nellie  Maria  Scanlan,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Maria  C.  Scanhui. 

27.  Nov  2,  Luther  Wai-ren  Pi])er,  son  of  Anson  C.  and  Ellen 
L.  Pii)er 

Births  not  Previously  Reported. 

28,  Mar.  15,  1879,  Eva  Lina  Nelson,  daughter  of  Gscar  P. 
and  Mary  Ann  Nelson, 

Marriages  Recorded  in  Acton  in  1880. 
No.    Date  of  Marriaj?e.  Names  and  iesi<l(Mices  of  parties. 

1.  '  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Jose])h  Barker  and  INliss  Harriet  Redmile, l)()t]i  (»f  Actoji. 

2.  Jan.  28,  Mr.  Anson  C.  Piper  and  Miss  Ellen  L.  Jones, 
both  of  Acton. 

3.  April  14,  Mr.  Erancis  Conant  and  Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Marshall, 
both  of  x4.cton. 

4.  April  17,  Mr.  Benjamin  Skinner  and  Mrs,  Georgie  Anna 
Du  Bois,  both  of  Acton* 



5.    May  If),  ̂ fr.  William  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  Louisa  M.  Smitli. 
both  of  Acton. 

«).    June  I.  Mr.   William  C.   Closeman  an  1  Miss  Catherine 
Dawson,  both  of  Maynard. 

7.  June  ̂ Ij.  Mr.  John  F.  Nickless  ol  Actini  and  Miss  Anna 
C.  Currier  of  Lowell. 

8.  July  7.  Mr.  Chas.  Cxrilfin  of  Greenwic'i.  X  Y..  and  Miss 
Kate  C.  Houghton  of  Acton 

9.  July  17.  Mr.  Kobert  R  Burroughs  and  Miss  Ella  S. 
Teele,  both  of  Acton. 

10.  Sept.  7,  Mr.  Joseph  Noyes  of  Acton,  au'l  Mrs  Maria  T. 
Jones  of  Hyde  Park. 

11.  Sept.        Mr.  Octavus  A.  Knowlton  and   Miss  Etta  L. 
Hougditon,  both  of  Acton. 

12.  Sept.  22.  Mr.  >ioses  A.  Reed  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Ellen 
A.  McDaniels  of  Ea<t  Dorset.  Vt. 

13.  Oct.  3.  Mr.  George  H.  Harris  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Sarah 
Addie  Heald  of  Carlisle. 

14.  Sept.  23.  Mr.  Edwin  W.  'I'aylor  of   Acton,  and  Miss 
Flora  A.  Hussey  of  Littleton. 

15.  Oct.  14.  Mr.  Cyrus  L.  Angier  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Maggie  . 
A.  Rickerbey  of  St  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

1').    Xov.  4.  >L\  George   W.   Worster  of  Acton,  and  Miss 
Mary  E.  Sherman  of  Mayn  \i"d. 

17.  Xov.  14,  Mr.  Eri  S.  Brooks  and  Miss  Susie  A.  Batchelder, 
both  of  Acton. 

18.  Xov.  25.  Mr  Arthur  A.  Jones  and  Miss  ?^lary  F.  Clark, 
l>oth  of  Acton. 

Deaths  Registered  in  Acton  in  1880. 
No.    Date  of  Death.  Name.s  anfl  Ages  of  Deoeaseil. 
1.  Jan.  6.  Mr.  William  Davis,  aged  89  years,  3  months.  27 

days. 
2.  Jan.  18,  a  daughter  of  Loren  C.  and  Ella  S.  Baldwin, 

aged  1  day. 
3.  Feb.  6.  Mr  Eben  Macauley.  aged  28  years.  4  days. 
4.  Fel).  7,  ̂ Ir.  .John  DuBois,  aged  51  years.  11  months.  7 

days. 
5.  Feb.  14,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Wood,  a^ed  87  vears,  8  months, 

1 4  days. 
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().    Feb.  17,  Mr.  James  F.  Greenwood,  aged  28  years,  2 
moiitlis.  14  days. 

7.    Feb.  *28,  Flla  A.,  daii/^liter  of  Jacob  and  Adaline  A. 
L'riest,  aged  5  years.  1  month,  9  days. 

S.    Feb.  27,  Mr.  Geo.  Vv.  Knights,  aged  4G  years,  "(>  months. 9.    iMar.  19^  Mr.  Peter  Tennev,  aged  81  vears,  2  months, 
15  (lavs. 

10.  Mar.  25,  Col.  W'intlirop  E.  Faulkner,  aged  74  years,  it months,  9  days. 
11.  Mar.  31,  Mrs.  lAMiisa  wife  of  Benjamin  C.  Baldwin,  aged 

59  years.  9  months. 
12.  April  3,  Mr.  Jonathan  Wheeler,  aged  89  years,  4  months. 

5  days. 
13.  April  7,  Mr.  Willard  C.  Lane,  aged  81  years. 
14.  April  13,  Mrs.  Betsey  Chaffin.  aged  87  years,  9  months. 

17  days. 
15.  April  24,  Mrs.  Marietta  C,  wife  of  Charles  B.  Stone, 

aged  30  years,  3  months.  24  days. 
IG.    May  9,  Mrs.  Ruth  Hager.  aged  91  years,  5  montlis,  1  day. 
17.  May  27,  Mr.  Francis  Dwight.  aged  64  years,  10  months, 

7  days. 

18.  June  10,  Bernai'd  A.,  son  of  Herbert  E.  and  Sophia  E. 
Preston,  aged  5  years.  8  months.  3  days. 

19.  June  18.  Mr.  John  Erwin  Fletcher,  aged  38  years,  1 
month,  25  days. 

20.  Julv  6.  Miss  Florence  K.  Jones,  aged  23  years,  9  months, 
20  days. 

21.  Aug.  10,  Mrs.  Lucy  Noyes,  aged  66  years. 
22.  Aug.  14,  Mrs.  Sarah  Girard.  aged  50  years,  26  days. 

23.  Aug.  18,  Ml-.  Bichai'd  Kinsley,  aged  56  years,  7  months, 
19  days. 

24.  Sept.  12,  Ernest,  son  of  Robert  and  Maria  Hart,  aged 
10  months.  21  days. 

25.  Oct.  2.  Frank  H.,  son  of  James  E.  and  Tamson  Billings, 

aged  13  years. 
26.  Nov,  14,  Mr.  John  H.  Quirk,  aged  25  years,  11  months, 

21  days. 
27.  Nov.  29,  Mrs.  Eliza  Poultney,  aged  34  years,  6  months, '6  days. 

28.  Dec.  1,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Richardson,  aged  30  years,  2 
months.  1  day. 
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Names  of  Persons  io  Acton  havings  Do£:s  Licensed  in  1880. 

Chas.  H.  Conant, 
Otis  H.  Forbusli, 
Jeremy  Austin, 
Joseph  Wheeler, 
Elbridge  J.  Robbins, 
M.  Augusta  Hosmer, 
Liither  Conant, 
Daniel  Harris, 
Alonzo  L.  Tuttle, 
Elnathan  Jones, 
Tuttles,  Jones  &  Wether- bee.  3, 
H.  Waldo  Tuttle, 
Theron  F.  Newton, 
Lucius  S.  Hosmer, 
Daniel  Tuttle, 
Francis  Conant, 
Louis  E.  Allen, 
Chas.  Morris, 
Moses  Taylor, 
A.  B.  Brown, 
Taylor  Bros.  &  Co.,  2, 
<Teorge  C.  Wright, 
John  R.  Hougbton, 
Chas.  J.  Williams, 
Cyrus  Hay  ward, 
Frank  Wetherbee, 
Henry  W.  Richardson, 
George  W.  Livermore, Clias.  L.  Beck. 

Charles  H.  Snow,  I 
Joseph  W.  Wlierren, Francis  Dwight, 
Sylvester  Haynes, 

!  Jerry  H.  McCartv, 
i  Moses  A  Reed,    '  ; Solon  A.  Robbins,  i 
I  Chas.  D.  Griggs, 
I  Winsor  Pratt. Chas.  H.  Handley,  i 
:  E.  F.  Fuller,  1 
:  George  C.  Conant, 
'  John  Kelly,  J Chas.  A.  Harrington, 

Levi  Houghton, 
Eri  S.  Brooks, 
A.  Lucian  Noyes, 
James  D.  Cobui-n, Moses  E.  Taylor, 
Walter  A.  Gilmore, 
Gustavus  11.  Wangh, 

j  George  Conant, I  Hanson  .\.  Littlefield, 
i  Henry  Haynes, James  Hannon, 
Nathan  K.  Johnson, 
A.  J.  Willis, 
Chas.  Holton, 
Frank  Pratt,  I 
J.  A.  Houston,  I 

89  Males  at  $2.00,  $178.00 
Females,  at  $.i.OO,  25.00 

Anson  C.  Piper, 
Geoi-ge  V.  Mead, Danie  F.  Hay  ward, 
John  W.  Charter, 
Henry  Boliannon, JohnFletcher, 
Isaiah  S.  Leach, 
Edwin  Tarbell, John  Temple, 
Lester  Fletcher, 
J.  C.  Wheeler, Willis  L.  Mead, 
Albert  Moalton, 
Augustus  Fletcher, John  Welch, 
Isaac  Barker, 
W^arren  Mansfield, ('has.  Wheeler, 
George  W.  Knowlton,  2, 
Myron  F.  Going, 
George  Pratt,  2, 
Henry  Hanson, 
George  R.  Keves, 

N.  R.  Palmer,' 
Forbnsh  &  Hartwell, 
John  D.  Moulton, 
Edward  O'Neil, J.  E.  Reed, 
Geo.  H.  shapley, 
Patrick  Gallagher. 

Total,  94 
$208.00 

WM.  Q.  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk. 

ACTOX,  March  1,  1881. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

Receipts  &  Expenditures 
OF  THE 

ALMSHOUSE    IN  ACTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  4pril  1,  1881. 

Articles   on   Hand   April    1st,  1881. 

12  COAVS,  $ 
480 00 37  hens, 

$18- 

50 

1  horse, 60 00 12cds.  wood  cut  for  use,  54  00 
7  1-2  tons  hay, 

145 00 
1 2  market  boxes, 1 

20 

1  1-2        oat  fodder, 22 
ou 40  barrels, 4 00 

800  lbs.  meal, 10 00 Lumber, 3 00 

1100      cotton  seed, 
14 30 Flour, 

75 
2  tons  shorts. 40 00 

Crack(>'rs, 

20 

Bags, 3 50 2  lbs  sugar, 20 

10  lights  of  glass, 40 Spices, 
Tea, 

50 

2  cider  barrels. 2 00 87 
Potatoes, 5 00 Coffee, 

35 325  lbs.  pork, 
85 

00 Molasses, 
80 

50     "  lard, 5 50 
Rye  meal. 

1 
00 

100  ham. 12 00 
2  dozen  eggs. 
Dried  apple. 

40 

12  butter, 3 
72 70 Mackerel, 50 1-2  bushel  beans. 1 

CO 
8-4  bbl.  of  soap, 2 50 

Salt, 
20 

Pickled  pigs  head  &  feet,  2 00 1-4  gross  matches, 
58 

Beets, 1 00 

Oil, 

14 
2  gallons  boiled  cider. 

75 
2  bbls.  of  apples, 3 00 

ii5  937 

06 

Receipts  from  Town  Farm  1880-81 

Received  for  potatoes.  $14  31 
calves,  17  95 
cows.  177  00 

oxen,  130  00 
use  of oxen,  7  00 

wagon,  I  75 
bed.  3  84 

Received  for  milk,  814  30 

eggs,  5  44 berries,  3  77 

apples,  349  25 

f 1,524  61 



20 
Expenses. 

Paid  for L  X  flLKt:  I  >>. J.  u  u  < Paid  for  grass  seed, 
$4  43 /  •  1 1  O  Q  ;j  M 9  ()9 filing  saw. 

40 Mil  f  tckT 
rep.  rio-ging  and oil. cultivator, 

uO 

1  7  5P» 

plastei". 
1 Q  o  o  o  o 

iq  Q.; garden  seeds, liniment, coti(3C «>  fJ'J VJO 
1  \  c    lllt;<ll , vinegar, 1   1  i\ 

I   1 0 Itrcl, U  •/U 
>nun. 90 

flour, sulphur. 
O  L beans. saltpetre, 

'^9 

tobacco. 2  00 beeswax. 1  7 

cream  tartar. 2  28 
tomatoes, 9^ 

meat. SO  13 cattle  cards, 

R9 
fish. 

7  59 shovel. 
sale  ra  til  s. 2  24 pork  Ijarrels, 

1  S7 .1  o  i 
salt. 5  50 horse  blanket. i  ZD 
starch, 49 harness. 
veast  cakes. 

5  s 

horse  rake. 9^  00 

hops  and  malt,  71 clUpic  lltJdlitil  , 1  00 
soap, 13  22 

grindstone  and baskets. 1  06 
gcai  ing . 

4  1  ̂ 

brooms. 2  50 scvthe  snath, 

^  0 
thread 50 

scythes. 1  09 
pails. 

1  72 
lorks, 9  AA 

tin  ware, 1  18 
uog  noe. 

117 

rep.  tin  w;tre. 65 
ladders. <^  A  9 

O  U.i shoes, 
28 

hammer, 1  AA i  UU 

roof,  chim- saw 
75 ney,  Arc .    3  70 

clothes  pins, 

12 pumps. 
3  00 fly  paper, 

25 oyster  shells. 12 wash  board. 37 

paris  green. 
30 

cloths  and 
bristol  brick. 10 

clothing, 
10  98 

spittoon. 

3.') 

mittens, 
1  22 

wheel  grease. 
20 socks. 

1  44 
phosphate. 10  66. 

yarn, 
1  2a 

grain, 391  83 
wicks. 

05 
cows. 218  00 

crockery, 
2  28 

pi  .2.% 
1 5  00 

spices. 2  30 
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oxen,  $ 125 00 Paid  for  matches, 
$1  16 pastil  rine- cows,  10 

00 

rice. 
45 

n  00          nn  1 1 U.r>t5  Ul  UUll, a \j 
00 raisins, 

47 

UULCllt/I  AiJg,  1 2 
50 herbs. 

1 X 34 onions. 
45 axe  helve, 

25 
T)r  SaTidRvsbil 

1,  7  -15 te  LU  V  U  [JUllbll, 08 Inmbf^r  nnils 

labor. 141 
10 

zinc,  &  labor 
blacksmith  bit 

,29 

68 
rep.  barn. 74  66 

barrels, 55 
51 services  of  J. 

glass. 
75 Austin  &  wife. 200  00 

tacks, 15 services  of 
shoes, 3 15 J.  E.  Cutter, 40  00 

ropes, 
sick  chair, 73 

John  Wliite. 10  00 

1 75 Frank  Hosmer 
,  10  00 wash  tub, 1 25 

Total  amount  of  Expenditures, 
"  Receipts, 

Drawn  from  Treasury  to  balance  accounts 
"  pay  for  Oxen, 

Income  less  than  Expenditures, 
Interest  on  Farm, 
Drawn  from  Treasury, 

Victualing  54  Tramps  at  40  cents, 

Cost  of  supporting  Poor  on  Farm, 

$  240  00 
409  85 

$  1,809  46 
1,524  61 

$284  85 125  00 

$409  85 

$  649  85 21  60 

$  628  25 

Whole  number  of  persons,  exclusive  of  tramps,  supported 
in  Almshouse.  7  ;  average  number^  6  ;  present  number,  7. 

JOHN  E.  CUTTER,  )  Overseers 
JOHN  WHITE,        y  OF 
FRANK  HOSMER,    )  Poor. 





SCHOOL  REPORT. 

To  THE  Citizens  of  Acton  : — 

The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  the  following 

report : 

In  compliance  with- your  instructions  we  elected  at  the 
beginning  of  the  official  year,  a  Superintendent  of  Schools 
and  herewith  present  his  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of 

the  schools  and  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  educational 
work  of  the  town. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  disposal  which  Ave 
have  made  of  the  funds,  committed  to  our  care.  On  account 

of  the  interruption  of  schools  by  sickness  there  is  quite  an 

unexpended  balance  in  two  of  the  accounts  which  the  Com- 

mittee will  apply  to  increase  school  privileges  next  year. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Mead,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $682  16 
Balance  from  last  year,  29  57 

Paid  to  teachers,  $512  00 

for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  92  28 
care  of  house  and  furnace,  45  00 

incidentals,  2  88 

organ,  2  00 
Balance  on  hand,  57  57 

711  73 

$711  73 
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NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Geo.  H.  Harris,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $  308  64 

Balance  from  last  year,  36  08 

Paid  to  teachers,  $  246  00 
for  fuel,  35  40 

care  of  house,  14  00 
incidentals,  4  91 

Balance  on  hand,  44  41 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

1.  W.  Flagg,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  i  308  64 

Balance  from  last  year,  33  87 

Paid  to  teacher,  $  270  00 

for  fuel,  37  62 
care  of  house,  16  00 

incidentals,  6  84 

Balance  on  hand,  12  05 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

George  F.  Flagg,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $  682  16 
Received  from  town  of  Stow,  8  00 

Paid  to  teachers,  $  570  00 

for  fuel  and  preparing  it,  30  50 
care  of  house,  55  00 
incidentals,  23  20 

Deficiency  on  last  year's  account,  39 
Cash  in  the  treasury,  11  07 

344  72 

$344  72 

$  842  51 

1342  51 

$  690  16 

$  690  16 
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CENTER  SCHOOL. 

Luther  Conant,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $  682  16 
Balance  from  last  year,  8  70 

Paid  to  teachers,  I  567  00 
i\)v  care  of  house,  31  50 

books  and  other  incidentals,  7  48 

fuel  and  preparing  it,  67  63 
To  be  paid  to  music  teacher,  15  00 
Cash  on  hand,  2  25 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

C.  D.  Griggs,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $  200  00 

Deficiency,  12  18 

Paid  to  teachers,  $  188  00 
for  fuel,  19  00 

care  of  house,  2  00 

incidentals,  3  18 

Amount  raised  by  the  town  for  schools,  $'  2,500  00 
Income  from  the  State  school  fund.  179  56 

dog  fund,  178  67 

$  690  86 

.^^690  86 

$  212  18 

$212  18 

Total,  1  2,858  23 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  fiye  and  fifteen, 

297.    Sum  raised  by  the  town  for  each,  $  8.41-. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
LUTHER  CONANT. 
I.  W.  FLAGG, 
G.  H.  HARRIS,  ,  ̂  

G.F.  FLAGG,  ^  Committee LUCY  M.  MEAD, 
C.  D.  GRIGGS, 

School 

of  Acton. 
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Superintendent's  Report. 

It  is  one  of  the  requirements  of  the  statutes  of  the  State, 

that  the  School  Committee,  or  a  Superintendent  of  Schools, 

acting  for  them,  shall  present  annually,  for  the  consideration 

of  the  citizens  of  each  town,  a  report,  not  only  of  the  disposal 
of  the  educational  funds,  but  also  an  account  of  the  condition 

of  the  several  schools,  and  of  the  general  work  of  school 

management  with  which  the  committee  is  charged,  and  it  is, 

in  accordance  Avith  this  wise  provision,  that  the  following 

pages  are  now  laid  before  the  pul)lic. 
In  what  we  here  present,  we  strive  not  so  much  to  set 

forth  the  details  of  our  school  work  during  the  past  year,  as 

to  give  to  the  people  an  idea  of  the  aims  which  Ave  have  had 
before  us  and  the  aspirations,  by  which  Ave  are  inspired,  in 
Avhat  Ave  propose  to  ourselves  in  the  future,  and  we  Avisli  we 

might  so  express  ourselves  that  all  our  citizens  may  be  led  to 

share  in  our  enthusiasm  respecting  the  importance  of  this 
work ;  for  this  in  relation  to  all  our  citizens  is  by  far  the  most 

important  Avork  Avith  Avhich  the  toAvn,  in  its  corporate  capacity, 

is  charged. 

What  is  this  Avork?  We  ansAver  :  It  is  nothing  short  of 

this, — to  make  Avhat  all  thoughtful  men  confess  to  be  man's 
greatest  boon,  viz.:  knoAvledge,  the  common  bounty  of  all — 

it  is  to  make  it  possible  for  every  man's  child.  hoAvever  poor 
and  ignorant  the  man  may  be  himself,  to  receive  the  rudiments 

of  learning  Avith  Avhich  he  may  unlock  for  himself  treasuries 

of  unknown  Avealth  and  which  may  be  to  him  a  passport  to 

the  same  avenues  of  respectability  and  honor  Avhich,  in  less 
favored  countries,  are  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  rich  and 

of  the  noble  by  birth. 

In  this  department  of  municipal  Avork,  it  is  not  only  our 

aim  to  make  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  a  possibility  to  all, 
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if  they  are  inclined  to  strive  for  it,  but  to  impart  knowledge 
in  the  most  effective  way;  to  awaken  a  desire  for  it  in  the  minds 

of  young  persons  who  lack  stimulating  influences  at  home  and 

to  make  these  schools  in  every  respect,  to  every  family  of  our 
town,  wliat  expensive  institutes  of  learning  have  been  in  the 

past  to  the  few  who  could  afford  to  avail  themselves  of  their 

advantages. 

'J  his  is  the  grand  aim  which  we  keep  constantly  before 
us  in  our  exertions  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of 

this  work  and  it  is  an  aim  which  brings  to  us  at  least  very 

much  of  the  higliest  and  purest  inspiration.  This  is  a  com- 
munism of  the  most  philanthropic  and  practical  sort,  for  it  is 

making  common  to  all  what,  adroitness,  and  greed  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  opposite  qualities  on  the  other,  can  not  soon 
make  to  revert  to  the  favored  few.  But.  how  to  realize  to  the 

fullest  extent  the  high  aim,  just  set  forth,  is  the  question, 

which  we  are  ever  striving  to  solve,  and,  as  we  trust,  not  with- 
out some  encouraging  indications,  if  not  of  a  complete,  yet  of 

a  quite  satisfying  result. 
Modern  science,  in  tliese  last  years,  has  done  very  mucli 

to  simplify  processes,  in  the  management  of  material  forces, 

and  in  the  construction  of  the  implements  of  art  and  of  in- 
dustry from  the  raw  materials,  but,  until  quite  recently,  the 

methods  of  mental  development  in  the  3'oung  and  the  general 
work  of  school  management  have  undergone  but  little  modi- 

fication. The  prevailing  idea  has  seemed  to  be  that  there  is 

no  royal  road  to  learning,  that  the  old  ways  are  the  best  and 

the  only  ones.  But,  within  the  last  ten  years,  a  great  change 

has  come  over  everything  pertaining  to  educational  affairs, 

and  there  is  as  much  difference  between  the  general  appear- 
ance and  efiiciency  of  our  schools  today  and  Avhat  they  were 

only  ten  years  ago,  as  there  is  betAveen  a  plow  of  the  most  ap- 
proved style  now  and  wdiat  the  plow  was  in  general  use  even 

fifty  years  ago. 
By  the  old  methods  of  instruction,  the  reliance  for  sue- 
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cesa  was  upon  the  impression  Avhich  the  printed  page  could 

make  upon  the  pupiPs  memories,  by  a  bare  strain.  Anything 

b'ke  the  cultivation  of  originality  of  thought  or  expression,  in 
the  pupils,  Avas  a  thing  unthought  of  in  our  common  schools  : 

and,  in  the  discipbne  of  schools,  the  principal  element  of  in- 
fluence was  that  of  fear,  and  Avhat  scenes  of  violence  did  the 

walls  of  many  of  the  school-rooms,  of  not  a  very  remote  pe- 

I'iod,  witness  !  What  ingenious  methods  of  torture  and  hu- 
mibation  were  practiced  upon  children  and  youth  who  were 

capable  of  responding  to  high  and  noble  motives  had  they 

been  properly  treated,  but  Avhose  dispositions  received  per- 

manent injury  from  injudicious  treatment,  in  the  way  of  dis- 
cipline, both  at  their  homes  and  at  school !  But  to-day  there 

is  not  a  faculty  of  the  child's  nature  that  is  not  the  object 

of  the  educator's  study  ;  there  is  not  a  sense  in  the  child's 
possession  but  the  ingenious  teacher  finds  it  and  makes  it  an 

ally  m  his  work,  so  that,  under  the  present  regime,  it  may  be 

said  of  wisdom  (even  with  a  limited  application),  ''Her  ways 

are  ways  of  pleasantness  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."  The 
force  of  the  last  part  of  this  quotation  appears  from  the  fact 

that,  now,  such  a  thing  as  corporal  punishment  is  almost  un- 
known in  our  schools.  In  our  last  report  we  described  so 

fully  the  methods  of  instruction  which  we  were  endeavoring 

to  have  practiced  by  our  teachers  that  we  will  not  refer  to 

that  topic  here 

A  general  survey  of  the  year's  work  gives  us  much  sat- 
isfaction, not  simply  from  the  impression  which  it  makes  upon 

us  of  work  done,  bat  also  from  the  encouragement  which  it  af- 
fords us,  as  to  the  future.  It  has  been  with  us,  in  the  past,  a 

serious  question,  whether,  with  our  necessarily  limited  funds, 

w^e  would  be  able  to  make  our  schools  compare  at  all,  in  effi- 
ciency, with  the  schools  of  the  more  densely  populated  and 

more  wealthy  portions  of  the  State  ;  whether  Avith  an  appro- 
priation of  a  little  more  than  eight  dollars  per  scholar  and  with 

a  scattered  population  so  that  anything  like  a  systematic  grad- 
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ing  is  impossible  we  could  produce  anything  like  the  results 

wliich  appear  in  towns  able  to  appropriate  nearly  three  times 

eight  dollars  per  scholar,  and  with  a  population  so  situated 

that  the  most  methodical  grading  is  feasible.  But  the  suc- 
cess, already  attained,  encourages  us  to  believe  that,  with  a 

careful  supervision,  with  competent  resident  teachers,  and 
with  the  moderate  additions  to  our  school  funds  that  the  town 

soon  will  be  in  a  condition  to  make,  we  may  hope  to  extend 

to  all  our  pupils,  as  good  a  preparation  for  the  ordinary  prac- 
tical DUTIES  of  life  as  can  be  secured  to  them  anywhere  in 

the  commonwealth. 

A  judicious  supervision  can  greatly  assist  some  teachers 

who,  without  it,  would  be  quite  inefficient;  in  every  com- 

munity there  is  good  teaching  talent,  wdiich,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  preference  in  patronage,  will  be  developed  and  which 

can  be  secured  to  the  schools  with  a  permanence  and  at  an 

expense  which  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  tlie  town,  and 

even  tlie  inability  to  grade  our  schools  perfectly  is  not  an  un- 

mitigated disadvantage.  In  an  ungraded  school,  if  the  en- 
thusiasm is  what  it  ought  to  be,  the  younger  pupils  will  learn 

much  from  the  older  ones,  when  they  tire  of  their  own  pur- 

suits, and  thus,  unconsciously  to  themselves  they  will  bo  pre- 
pared to  pass  from  the  lower  classes  into  the  higher,  with  less 

abruptness,  than  is  possible  in  perfectly  graded  schools,  so 
that,  with  all  our  disadvantages,  we  are  not  sure  but  we  may 

bring  forward  our  pupils  so  that  when  they  attain  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  they  may  be  on  a  fair  average  with  the  pupils 
of  the  same  age  of  our  cities  and  large  towns. 

This  is  our  hope  and  it  is  for  this  that  we  are  encouraged 
to  strive.  But  when  citizens  attempt  to  criticize  us  and  feel 
it  their  duty  to  set  forth  the  faults  of  our  schools,  all  of  wliich 

they  may  be  justified  in  doing,  we  ask  them,  in  simple  justice 
to  us,  to  take  into  consideration  the  difficulties  with  which  we 

are  obliged  to  contend,  and  to  mete  out  praise,  so  far  as  it  is 
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merited  in  the  same  measure  that  they  set  forth  our  defects, 

and  be  ready  not  simply  to  find  fault,  but  to  assist  in  removing 

the  causes  of  failure  by  voting  for  increased  appropriations 

for  scliool  purposes  and  by  earnest  co-operation  in  every  elfort 
wliich  promises  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

During  the  last  term,  we  have  made  changes  in  the  text 

books  of  Arithmetic  and  of  spelling;  substituting  the  Franklin 
Series  in  the  former  and  the  Swinton  Word  Book  in  the  latter: 

we  have  also  introduced  the  Dinsmore  Spelling  Blanks,  and 

these  changes  promise  to  be  a  substantial  benefit  to  the 
schools.  The  most  perfect  efficiency  of  some  of  our  schools 

has  been  somewhat  impaired  by  defective  heating  arrange- 
ments, a  difficulty,which  we  trust,  will  be  obviated  before  anoth- 

er winter.  We  hope,  too,  that  better  provisions  will  be  made 

for  ventilating  the  school-rooms.  Teachers  too  often  open 
windows  and  expose  the  children  to  drafts  of  air.  Boards 

should  be  so  arranged  against  the  lower  window  sashes  that 

this  danger  will  be  avoided. 

We  consider  it  very  important  that  the  out-buildings  of 

our  school-houses  shall  be  properly  cleansed  every  spring 
and  that  they  be  so  thoroughly  white-washed  that  every  mark 
which  might  make  an  injurious  impression  upon  the  minds  of 
the  young  shall  be  obliterated.  Too  much  care  can  not  be 

exercised  in  this  respect.  Unless  constant  vigilance  is  used, 
in  this  direction,  some  of  the  objections  which  have  been 

made  to  our  system  of  common  schools,  on  moral  grounds, 
will  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

Every  educator  ouglit  to  bear  it  constantly  in  mind  that  he 

is  charged  with  the  care  of  certain  young  persons,  not  only  as 

regards  their  mental  training,  but  in  every  respect,  and  any 
system  of  school  management  which  leaves  out  the  physical 
and  moral  elements  is,  in  our  opinion,  fatally  defective. 

Certain  of  our  schools  have  suffered  from  the  lack  of  ad- 

equate supplies,  in  some  cases  wanting  such  necessary  artich.'s 
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as  erasers.  A  teacher,  like  any  artisan,  in  order  to  the  most 

perfect  success,  must  have  tools, — good  ones,  and  the  best 
that  the  market  affords. 

We  Avill  suggest  that,  in  addition  to  our  regular  grant, 

the  town  appropriate,  for  the  incidental  uses  of  our  schools 

one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  divided  in  the  same  pro-^ 
portions  as  the  other  school  funds. 

But,  without  further  general  remarks,  we  proceed  to  a 
brief  review  of  each  school. 

West  Grammar. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Olive  A.  Prescott, 

an  experienced  teacher,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Bridgewater 
Normal  School.  Miss  P.  manifested  natural  and  acquired 

qualifications  for  the  teacher's  vocation  which  \ery  few  of 
our  instructors  are  so  fortunate  as  to  possess.  She  was  genial 

in  her  manners,  winning  every  heart  by  her  gentle  ways. 
She  Avas  methodical  and  forcible  in  her  methods  of  teaching 

and  unsparing  in  her  exertions  for  the  good  of  her  school. 

Indeed,  she  exerted  herself  far  beyond  her  strength  and  be- 
yond what  we  had  any  reason  to  expect  of  her  or  any  teacher. 

She  produced  results  fully  equal  to  her  endeavors,  and  Ave 

would  have  considered  it  a  bright  prospect  for  the  school,  if 
she  could  have  continued  as  its  head,  but,  after  the  service  of 

one  term,  being  offered  a  more  advantageous  position,  she  re- 
signed. 

The  Pal]  and  Winter  terms  Avere  taught  by  Miss  Ida  J. 

Barker,  Avho  Avas  also  a  graduate  of  the  Bridge AA^ater  Normal 
School  and  of  considerable  experience  in  the  management  of 

public  schools.  Miss  B.'s  methods  of  teaching  were  excellent 
and  she  shoAved  satisfactory  results  from  her  Avork,  though 

she  found  the  discipbne  of  the  school  someAvhat  difficult. 

Considering  everythmg  Ave  think  this  teacher  did  Avell  and  is 

Avorthy  of  high  commendation. 
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West  Primary. 

This  school  was  taught  throughout  the  year  by  Miss 

Mabel  Lewis,  a  teacher  who  has  been  very  successful  in  an- 

other town.  She  spared  no  pains  to  make  her  school  a  suc- 

cess,— she  was,  if  possible,  too  anxious  to  reach  the  best 
results,  and  we  consider  her  one  of  the  very  best  instructors 

that  this  school  has  had  during  the  last  ten  years.  We  tliink 

she  was  well  liked  by  all  the  pupils  and  by  the  parents,  and 
that  all  concerned  were  well  satisfied  Avith  her  work. 

South  Grammar. 

This  school  has  continued  under  the  care  of  Miss  R.  E. 

Stacy  who  received  a  favorable  mention  in  our  last  report. 

The  number  of  pupils  here  is  not  so  large  as  it  has  been  in 

the  past,  and  this  fact,  during  the  last  term,  conduced  some- 

what to  the  scholars'  success,  as  it  has  lost  some  of  its  most 
troublesome  element.  During  the  last  year,  this  has  been  one 

of  the  pleasantest  schools  in  town  and  has  been  so  well  con- 
ducted that  it  has  shown  excellent  results,  fully  equal,  taking 

everything  into  account,  to  any  school  in  town.  The  good 

influence  of  the  teacher  is  developing  a  class  of  young  people 

which  gives  promise  ot  a  high  degree  of  excellence  in  every 

respect.  'J'he  school  is  creditable  to  the  village  and  to  the town. 

South  Primary. 

Miss  J.  M.  McAlister  has  continued  in  charge  of  this 

school  during  the  year,  and  the  pupils  have  shown  a  good  de- 
gree of  improvement  in  almost  every  particular  The  teacher 

has  introduced  some  pleasing  motion  songs  and  has  mingled 
the  boys  and  girls  in  the  seats  over  the  room,  has  interested 

the  pupils  in  writing  and  has  adopted  other  expedients  which 
have  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  school.  The  scholars 
still  seem  somewhat  backward  in  reading  and  we  recommend 

that  special  attention  be  given  to  this  most  important  branch 
during  the  coming  year. 
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Center  Grammar. 

Miss  A.  C.  Davis,  who  has  been  commended  in  more  of 

our  reports  than  any  other  person,  fnow  upon  our  corps  of 
teachers,  has  continued  to  do  excellent  work  in  this  school, 

throughout  the  year.  This  is  now  the  most  advanced  school 

in  town  and  presents  a  good  illustration  of  the  extent  to^ 
which  the  educational  force  of  even  a  Grammar  school  can  be 

developed  by  a  well  qualified  teacher.  We  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  have  the  pupils  of  this  school  compared  with  a  similar 

number  of  the  same  ages  from  any  public  school  in  the  State. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  Miss  D/s  services  from  this  school,  but 

are  glad  to  Know  that  she  is  to  continue  in  the  service  of  the 
town.  We  doubt  not  she  will  have  a  similar  success  in  her 

new  field  to  that  which  has  attended  her  efforts  in  tlie  one  she 

has  left. 

Center  Primary.' 

This  has  continued  to  be,  in  our  opinion,  the  Tnodel  pri- 

mary school  in  the  town,  under  the  charge  of  the  same  teach- 
er, Miss  B.  M.  Ball.  We  think  this  school  is  managed  in  such 

a  way  that  little  is  lacking  that  can  be  desired  in  a  primary 
school.  The  general  principles  of  school  work  which  we 
have  set  forth  in  the  early  part  of  this  report  are  well  carried 

out  here,  and,  if  any  citizen  wishes  to  know  [what  \  our  ideas 

of  good  teaching  are,  let  him  spend  a  half  day  in  this  school. 

Here  is  something,  not  in  theor}^  on  paper,  or  in  a  large  town 
or  city  where  the  conditions  are  altogether  different  from  our 

own,  but  here  is  the  right  sort  of  a  school,  in  actual  opei'a- 
tion,  in  our  midst.  Perhaps  it  is  more  than  we  have  the 

right  to  expect  that  all  teachers  will  be  able  to  manage  their 

schools  in  a  similar  way  to  this,  or  that  they  will  secure  the 

same  results,  for  very  few  have  Miss  B.'s  natural  fitness  for 
the  work  ;  but  the  existence  of  such  a  school  in  the  town, 

taught  term  after  term  by  one  of  our  own  residents,  is  of 

very  great  advantage  to  all  our  educational  work. 
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East  School. 

This  school  has  been  taught  the  whole  year  by  Miss 

A.  Wetherbee  and  has  been  a  complete  success.  We  consid- 

er Miss  W.'s  moral  influence  over  her  pupils  worthy  of  the 
highest  commendation.  She  has  the  full  confidence  of  both 

parents  and  scholars  and  has  not  been  excelled  in  real  effi- 

ciency by  any  teacher  that  has  had  charge  of  tlie  school  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years. 

North  School. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Mrs.  A.  II.  Loker  who 
has  been  mentioned  most  favorably  in  many  of  our  previous 

reports.  Mrs  L.,  daring  a  part  of  the  term,  labored  under 

some  disadvantage  from  impaired  health,  but  in  spite  of  that, 
at  the  end  of  the  term,  manifested  the  usu  il  i>:ood  results  of 

her  earnest  and  well- planned  work. 
The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  E.  F. 

Estabrook  who  was  mentioned  in  a  commendatory  wa}^  in  our 
last  report,  in  connection  with  another  school.  Miss  E.,  like 

several  of  our  other  teachers,  has  the  happy  faculty  of  man- 
aging her  schools  without  a  resort  to  physical  force.  The 

school  has  suffered  in  its  numbers  by  removals  from  town,  and 

by  sickness  of  scholars,  but  is  well  sustained  by  the  citizens 

of  the  community  and  for  the  few  children  who  are  now  pu- 
pils, is  doing  a  good  work. 

South  East  School. 

This  school  has  been  kept  in  operation  during  the  whole 
year.  Tlie  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  N.  G. 

"Richardson  and  the  Winter  term  by  Miss  E.  E.  Tuttle.  Both of  these  teachers  found  here  their  first  experience  in  the 
management  of  schools  ;  but  both  did  a  good  Avork,  and  the 
school,  considering  the  number  of  its  pupils  and  other  condi- 

tions, showed  as  good  results  from  the  year's  work,  as  almost 
any  school  ni  the  town. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistical  reports. 
For  the  Committee, 

FRANKLIN  P.  W^OOP.  Superintendent. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

NAMES  OF  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  ABSENT  OR  TARDY. 

On  account  of  the  severe  storms  of  the  last  winter,  and 

of  the  epidemics  which  have  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the 
town,  the  number  in  the  list  is  smaller  than  it  otherwise  would 

have  been.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  be  a  good 
idea  to  make  some  arrangement  that  our  schools  will  not  be 

in  session  on  very  stormy  days  or  when,  because  of  a  drifted 
condition  of  the  roads,  it  is  difficult  for  the  pupils  to  reach  the 
schools. 

South  Grammar. 

One  Term.  Two  Terms. 

Susie  Billings,         Josie  Hannon, 
Emily  Hannon,         Eva  Shapley, 
Carrie  Hay  ward,      Carrie  Shapley. 
Susie  Pond, 
Mabel  Richardson, 
Harry  Fletcher, 
Hiram  Gates. 

Three  Terms. 

Sadie  Sawyer, 

Etta  Temple. 

One  Term. 

Nellie  Callanane, 
Jessie  Currie, 
Bertie  M.  Jones, 
Evie  Page,j 
Lottie  Page, 
Carrie  Page, 
Freddie  Fletcher, 
Charlie  Hapgood, 
Lutie  E.  Hosmer, 
Frank  Wherren, 
Charlie  F. Wherren. 

South  Primary. 

Two  Terms. 

Mamie  May, 
Lillian  Richardson. 

Three  Terms. 

Ada  M.  Jones, 
Clara  F.  Leach. 
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West  Grammar. 

One  Term. 

Walter  Gilniore, 
Eugene  L.  Hall, 
Willie  Hart, 
Clesson  Parker. 

One  Term. 

West  Primary. 

Two  Terms. 

Mabel  Decoster,        Alice  J.  Stone, 
Alice  J.  Hoar,  Guy  Mead, 
Lulu  M.  Lawrence,    Alfred  Richardson. 
Florence  Richardson 

Mabel  Robinson, 
Bertram  Hall, 

Ray  Littlefield, 
Albertis  Preston, 
Brooks  Parker,  .  . 
Sumner  Teele. 

Three  Terms. 

Ida  Richardson. 

Center  Grammar. 

One  Term. 

Nellie  Lane, 
Hattie  Tuttle, 
Lizzie  Scofield, 
Elbridge  R.  Conant, 
George  S.  Lee, 
L.  Harry  Tuttle. 

One  Term. 

Lottie  G.  Conant, 
Carrie  M.  Dunn, 
Clara  L.  Hammond, 
Hattie  M.  Robbins, 
Clara  B.  Robbins, 
Warren  0.  Robbins  J 

Ollie'D.^Wood,  J: 
*  Not  absent  or  tardy  for  two  years. 

t  Tart  I V  once. 

Center  Primary. 

Two  Terms. 

May  Caulder, 
S.  Maud  Purcell. 

Grace  E.  Tuttle,  + 
Arthur  C.  Allen, 
Luther  Conant,  jr. 

Three  Terms. 

Susie  E.  Conant,^ Carrie  A.  Lund,  f 

Hattie  Lund. 

Three  Terms. 

Charlie  Caulder. 

t  Not  absent  or  tardy  for  three  yeai-s. 
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One  Teriji. 

East  School. 

Two  Tei'ms. 

Fred  W.  Billing-8,      Bertha  M.  Hosmer. 
Kay  (t.  Brooks; 
Carlton  Conant, 

Herbei't  Bobbins, 
Ernest  E.  VVetlierbee 

One  Term. 

Josie  Keith, 
George  Hooper. 

'J  he  proportion  of  the  average  attendance  to  the  number 
of  persons  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  for  the  State  is  70 

per  cent.  Our  average  is  79  per  cent.,  which  is  very  good. 
But  will  not  the  parents  help  the  children  to  enlarge  the  Roll 

of  Honor  and  raise  our  average  even  higher  next  year  ? 

Edith  Flagg, 
Annie  Ryan, 

One  Term. 

North  School. 

Two  'ferms. 

Hattie  Smith, 

Augusta  Smith. 
Mattie  F.  Smith, 
James  Ryan, 
Edward  M.  Ryan, 
John  Ryan. 

South  East  School. 
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TABULAR  VIEW. 

SCHOOLS. TEACHERS. 

Length  of  School 

months. 

09 

CD 
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*n 

<s> 

5 0 a 

Wh
ol
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No
. 
 

Sch
olf

l 

Average  No.  belouf 

Average  Attendan( 

1  No
  

un
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r 
 

5 
 

ye
ar
t 

z 

0 

■<3 

fC 

No  between  8  and  ] 

Number  of  Visiti 

B' 

i-S 

!E 

0 

8PEING  TERM. 

Centre  j  pri^j^ary  ; a    J.1     ( Grammar 

West     i  grammar (  Primary 
North 
East 
Southeast 

Miss  A.  C.  Day  is 
B.  M.Ball 

"    R.  E.  Stacy 
"    J.  M.  McAllister 
"    0,  A.  Prescott 
"    B.  D.  Lewis 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Loker 
Miss  8.  A. Wetherbee 

N.G  Richardson 

2 

2K 

2i/< 

32  00 
40  00 
36  00 32  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
20  00 

32 
32 24 
46 
38 42 

0 
24 14 

26 27 

22.7 
44.75 

30t 

40.37 
20 
23 12.5 

22.5 

25t 

22.3 

42 
23 

37 19 

19.8 
12 

0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
1 

g 
0 
8 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 

26 
17 
12 
46 

31 

14 
12 
19 14 

56 

75 
1^ 

30 

36 24 

28 

9 

Totals. 

223^ 

284  00 273.0 246.32 222  6 5 18 191 
278 

FALL  TERM. 

PentrP  i  Grammar Centre  p^inary 
o    ii,    ( Grammar South    -'  • /  Primary 

West     i  G^rammar /  Primary 
North 
East 
Southeast 

Miss  A.  C.  Dayis 
B.  M.  Ball 

"    R.  E.  Stacy 
"    J.  M.  McAllister 
"    I.  J.  Barker 

B.D.Lewis 
"    E.  F.  Estabrook 

S.  A.  Wetherbee 
N.G.Richardson 

2^ 2% 2.^ 

2V? 

234- 

2¥ 

2^ 

2M 

£iQ/l  (\(\ 
32  00 
40  00 
36  00 
34  00 
30  00 30  00 
30  00 
24  00 

26 
27 

25 

51 

35 

39 

21 OQ 15 

23 
24 
24.3 

50 

30t 

38 
18 

11.5 

19 23 

22.3 
43.3 

26* 

36 
16.5 
19.2 11 

0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 

9 
0 
8 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 

15 

11 14 

51 31 11 
9 1  n 

i  / 

15 

19 
108 
13 
19 

24 28 

21 io 

22 

Totals. 

23% 

290  00 262 240.8 216.3 4 21 174 
267 

WINTER  TERM. 

( -iiiiiiai  V 

South  (grammar /  Primai-y 

West     j  grammar ( Primary North 
East 
Southeast 

Miss  A.  C.  Da\'i8 >'       "\r  ■Roll i3.  !vi.  riaii 
"    R.  E  Stacy 

J.  M.  McAllister 
"    I.  J.  Barker 
"    B.  D.  Lewis 
"    E.  F.Estabrook 
"    S.  A.  Wetherbee 
"    E.  E.  Tuttle 

3 
3 

2>? 

3 
3 
3 

^% 2% 
836  00 32  OC 
40  00 
36  00 
36  00 
32  00 
32  00 32  00 
24  00 

35 29 

34 42 47 

38 
16 

22 
11 

33t 

25! 

32.6 

40 44 36.3 15 

18 
10.5 

28 

21.5 
30.6 

35 40 
32 
13.8 15 

10 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

15 

0 
21 
0 
9 
0 
2 
0 
0 

20 

20 
15 

42 25 
17 

12 

15 

11 

18 

85 17 

19 

22 
26 
22 15 

36 

Totals, 263<; .300  00 274 254.4 225.9 0 

47 

177 260 

Aggregate  for  year. 
721^ 

874  00 809.5 741.52 664.8 9 86 
542 

805 

The  average  attendance  during  the  year  89  5-7  of  the  average  number  belong- ing to  the  schools. 
*One-half  day  pupil. 
Of  the  above'  number  of  visits  99  were  by  the  Superintendent.  The  Superin- tendent has  held  also  eighteen  half  day  examinations,  at  which  large  numbera 

have  been  present. 
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TOWN   OFFICERS  FOR  1882. 

Tnw}i  GJcrh, 
William  D.  Tlttle. 

Selectmen,, 

D.  J.  Wetiiekbee,        Johx  White,    Piiineas  Wethekp.ee. 

AVm.  D.  Tlttle,         Phixeas  WETHEKiiEE,      Lucius  S.  Hosmek. 

Ocerseerfi  of  (he  Poor^ 
Elisha  H.  Cutler,      Otis  II.  Forbush,     Luke  Blanchard. 

School  Committee^ 
Geo.  Chandler.  Job  W.  Dupee,  2  years  ;  Lucy  M.  Mead,  Chas. 

D.  Griggs,  1  year  ;  two  to  be  chosen  at  April  meeting. 

Hhjhway  Surveyors^ 
Daniel  AVetherbee,     Charles  Wheeler,        Ap.ram  H.  Jones. 

Fence  Viewers^ 
Wm.  W.  Davis,       John  R.  Houghton,      Xahum  C.  Reed. 

Surveyors  of  Lrnnher^ 
W31.  B.  Davis,         Edward  F.  Richap.dson,       L.  W.  Stevens, 

Geo.  H.  Harris,       Chas.  B.  Stone,       E.  J.  Robbins, 
James  B.  T utile. 

Surveyors  of  Wood,, 
E.  J.  Robbins,    H.  D.  Parlin,     AVm.  B.  Davis,     I.  W.  Flagg, 

J.  W.  LoKER,     Geo.  H.  Harris,    Chas.  B.  Stone, 
Lucius  S.  Hosmer,     Solomon  L.  Dutton,      A.  S.  Fletcher, 

Ja3ies  B.  Tuttle,  Charles  H.  Taylor. 

Cemetery  Committee^ 
John  Fletcher,  William  W.  Davis,  Joseph  F.  Cole. 

Surveyors  of  Hoops  and  Staves, 
David  M.  Handley,  Augustus  Fletcher. 

Field  Drivers, 

Chas.  B.  Stone,      Frank  W.  Houghton,    Austin  E.  Laavrence, 
Jairus  C.  Wheeler,      H.  B.  White,      Eki  S.  Brooks, 

Osha  Knowlton,        George  Smith. 



Treasurer's  Report, 

DR. 

Paid  State  Treasurer.  State  Tax,  $  1.080  00 

County      "         County  Tax,  542  70 

Selc^ctmen's  orders,  12,738  38 
Outstanding-  orders,  3.079  07 
Balance  due  the  Town  Feb.  26, 1882.  39  08 

 f  17,479  23 

CR. 

Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.  26,  1881,      -f  1.470  42 
Eeceived  of  J.  E.  Cutter,  taxes,  1880,     2,209  68 

State  Treas.,  Corporation  tax,  857  60 
"  "  State  Aid.  304  00 

Indigent  Soldiers.  96  00 

"     School  Fund,  .   180  21 
"  National  Bank 

tax,  6r)3  90  ' 
John  Fletcher,  stone  step.  1  00 
"  lots  sold  in 

Woodlawn  Cemetery,  33  00 

"         J.  E.  Cutter,  oxen  sold  at 
Town  Farm,  173  55 

A.  C.  Handley,   rebate  on 
council  fees.  25  00 

(lias.  Wlieeler,  stone  sold,         1  00 

County  Treas.,  dog  fund,        173  95 
Julian  Tuttle,  use  Town  Hall,    68  78 

"         J.  E  Cutter,  error  Jiscount 
on  taxes,  1880,  15  00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  Collector,       11,144  41 
Interest  on  Money  in  bank,  71  73 

 817,479  23 

J.  K.  W.  WETHEBBEE.  Trra.urrr. 
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Selectmen's  Report, 

Appropriations  and  Receipts. 

Unexpended  balance  of  last  year.         $8,680  10 
Corporation  Tax,  857  60 
National  Bank  Tax,  653  90 

Aaron  C.  Handley,  rel)ate  on  eonncil  fees,    25  00 
John  Fletcher,  for  Stone  Step,  1  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  for  oxen,  173  55 

State  Tax,  1,080  00 

County  Tax.  542  70 

Regular  Town  Grant,  7.000  00 

Schools,  3,000  00 
Eoads,  1,500  00 

Overlay ings,  277 

Soldiers'  Aid,  304  00 
Relief  of  Indigent  Soldiers,  96  UO 
State  Treas.  Mass.  School  Fund,  180  21 

Dog  Fund,  173  95 
Interest  on  money  in  bank,  71  73 
Charles  Wheeler,  stone  sold,  1  00 

John  Fletcher,  lots  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,    33  00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  errors  in  discount,  1880,  15  00 

J.  Tuttle,  use  of  Town  Hall,  68  78 
.  $19,735  50 
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EXPENDITURES 

Support  of  Schools. 

Paid  Geo.  F.  Flagg,  South  District,  $790  00 

Chas.  D.  Greggs,  South  East  District,    250  00 
Luther  Conaut,  Centre 

J.  W.  Dupee,  North 
Lucy  M.  Mead,  West 
Geo.  Chandler,  East 

790  00 
350  00 

790  00 

370  00 

Repairs  on  Town  Buildings. 

Paid  L  W.  Flagg,  repairs  on  East  School 
House, 

$  4 

02 
Luther  Conant,  " Centre 

House, 

28 78 
Geo.  H.  Harris, 

North  " House,  (1880) 3 
25 

Geo.  F.  Flagg, South 
House, 

25 82 
Chas.  D.  Greggs," 

East 
House, 5 

50 

J.  W.  Dupee,  stove  and  funnel  North 
School  House, 39 

80 

J.  W.  Dupue,  repairin g  chimney, 3 
40 

Geo.  Chandler, East  School 
House, 21 

43 

Lucy  M.  Mead,  " 
West 

House, 
18 75 

Regular  Highway  Work. 

Paid  Charles  Wheeler,  $662  20 
by  order  County 

Commissioners,  169  44 
A.  H.  Jones,  681  52 

by  order  County 
Commissioners,  122  67 

$3,340  00 

$150  75 

$1,585  83 
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Support  of  Poor. 

Paid  J.  E.  Cutter,  for  oxen  on  Town  farm,  % 
1173 

55 u u 
deficiency  on  Town  Farm 

to  April  1,  1881, 159 
85 

u n use  on  Town  Farm, 40 
00 

11 11 
support  Clara  Wheeler, 

217 

41 il Eliza  Burgendahl, 178 

74 
u u Kate  Bryan, 

37 

72 (( ii "    Michael  Folland, 
54 

00 
l( u Mrs.  John  Whitney,  22 

00 

u ii Sarah  B.  Childs, 
13 

76 
it u 

"    Traynor  Family^ 114 
49 

li 
"    Redding  " 41 

00 
u (( 

Desmond 14 
10 

(i il "    Mrs.  Small, 

55 15 

a Mrs.  R.  B.  Adams, 30 
00 

Printing. 

Paid  C.  W.  Leach,  12  Warrants,' 

$  1 

25 u u 
500  Selectmen's  reports. 

12 
50 

u <k 525  Town  reports, 56 00 
u n Voting  lists. 13 00 
u il Posters, 1 

50 

Soldiers'  Aid. 
Paid  John  Carroll,                                 8102  00 

W.  I.  B.  Whitney, 
48 

00 

Geo.  Dole, 
44 00 

Benj.  Skinner, 

70 

00 

W.  F. Wood, 32 00 

Allen  S.  Smith, 

82 

00 
Mrs.  R.  G. 

Wright,  ' 48 
00 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Wilder, 12 
00 

11,153  77 

$84  25 

1438  00 
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Town  Debt  Paid. 

Paid  I.  W.  Flag-g,  note  Jos.  Barker  and 
interest, 

$  524 58 Sarah  C.  Noyes,  note  and  interest, 
837 46 

Thomas  F. 418 

73 D.  M.  Handley,  " 
2,121 

66 

Daniel  Harris,        "  " 808 
00 

James  E.  Billings, 1,289  00 

Interest  on  Town  Debt. 
1  David  M  Hniulh^v 

1152 

25 

135 
83 

45  00 

J   A  Finer 

00 

D    7  Wpfhprhpf* 
34 

52 

XTJIiS,   tl  •   J.  V  .    X  LI  I  lie  J', 39 00 
12 00 

Town  Officers. 

I  L.  U.  Holt,  Sealer  Weights  and 
Measures, 

$  8 

00 

J.  E.  Cutter,  services  as  Collector, ' 80,  80 

00 

W.  D.  Tuttle,            ̂ '  Assessor, 
35 

00 

Phineas  VVetherbee, 25 
00 

Lucius  Hosmer, 20 
00 

"    lor  book, 1 
00 

F.  P.  Wood,  Supt.  Schools, 45 00 
Phineas  Wetherbee,  Selectman, 

45 
00 

John  White, 

45 

00 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  " 70 

00 

J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  Treas, 35 
00 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  Town  Clerk, 25 
00 

$5,999  43 

$478  GO 

$434  00 
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Cemetery  Expenses. 

Paid  John  Fletcher,  trees  Wood  lawn, 

$21 

50 

"                   hook  and  staples, 
25 

labor, 
18 

21 

"           "  Woodlawn, 
44 

38 J.  F.  Cole,  labor  Mt.  Hope  cemetery. 32 
25 

Miscellaneous. 

Paid  Andrew  J.  Willis,  breaking  roads, '8 1 ,  ! 
^  12 

30 

Edward  Tuttle,  use  of  pump  for 

Centre  School, 5 00 

Daniel  Wetherbee,  breaking  roads, 
1880, 30 

76 
Abel  Cole,  breaking:  roads,  1881, 134 

75 
James  Kinsley,  for  use  of  highway 

for  James  Hurley, 8 
00 

Chas.  D.  Gres's-s,  by  order  of  the 
town  for  schools, 

25 

00 
Treasurer  of  Littleton,  for  schooling 

children  of  Mr.  liulette  and  Mr. 

Littlefield, 
34 

10 

Chas.  Wheeler,  breaking  roads,  1881, 143 

87 

E.  B.  Forbush,  " 
19 

21 

A.  H.  Kimball,  road  scraper, 170 
00 

Seth  Clapp,  for  town  pump, 
10 

00 

Chas.  W.  Parker,  for  Decoration, 50 
00 

A.  C.  Handley,  council  fees  on  boun- 

ty  question. 100 00 

A.  C.  Handley,  witness  fees  on  boun- 

ty question. 63 

40 

I.  W.  Flagg,  for  tile  for  West  Acton 
sluice. 30 

78 J.  E.  Cutter,  abatement  of  taxes,  1880, 88 56 

A.  L.  Tuttle,  in  part,  for  building  road, 50 
00 



Paid  Luke  Tuttle,  journey  to  Winchester 
to  procure  fisli, o uu 

/v.  xi .  joiies,  itiuoi ,  iuuiuei  tiuo  spiKes 
1      uei  iviui  ui  lugej 70 

A.  H.  Jones,  railing'  roads,  lumber 
and  iron,  • 

0^ ii/.  r.  i.onfXiiL,  lauci  in  oouin  Acion, 1  ̂  1  o 
uu 

Jerome  Sciwyer,  reward, I  uu yj\i 
A  1 — 1          l/"\T"l/iL?       l»l'lTil4/'\»     \\r*kll     ll'^     W         A   OT  /^l^ n.  fjoiies.  i»i>iiig  u <iu  in  ixciuu, 7 

xVcUUUll    Lj.    JLveeLlj    LHJCUI  clLllig  ±UW11 
Xldil. 1 1 1  ± 1  7 

J.  Hi.  L/ULiei.  Tax  oooK, 9 nn 

uu 

advice, 

"■               posting  warrants,  1880, 
5 

00 

"       "      notifying  town  officers 
take  the  oath, o 

discount  on  taxes, 658 

40 

Julian  Tuttle,  care  Town  House  and 
cellar, 43 

31 
"               care  clock. 

1  /  k /I  A 

"        "      repairs  on  clock, 
O  O 09 

T \  1*                      tlTjl             1                                           '11*  4 
r  liineas  W  etnerbee,  committing  An- 

1.1 1 1;  \v   uimici  t(j  cioviLiiii, 
10 

00 
vv  ni.  iJ.  1  Lii lie,  1  ecol uing  uii  iiis,  iiiai- 

riages  and  deaths. 99 

^                 postage  and  returns, 
Q o 1  9 

1 40 

^'          "     journey  to  Boston, 
1 50 

*^                surveying  A.  L  Tut- 
tle's  road. 4 

75 
laying  out   lots  in 
Woodlawn  Cemetery 

.  3 

50 

journey  to  Boston  re- 
specting record  of 

soldiers,  1  20 
 $2,030  23 
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Receipts  from  February  26,  1881,  to  February  26,  1882. 

U  lit/ A  UclJLlcLl   UcUdllL't;  do   |>U1    ItJlJUIL  Ul 
J;cL>.  ^U.  lOOx, fjr  o.uou 1  0 

40 

ErV  1^/^*1  it  1  "I'll jiiXpeiiuiiures. 
OLllJUUiL  Ul  OOIlUUlOj 13.340 

00 XVit/UdlJ  &   \Jll     1  U  W  XI    U  liliU  111^ o J 
150 

75 TJpo'iilar  Hio'hwa.v  work 1.585 

83 

OLljJjJUl  L  Ul    J-  UUl  , 1,153 
77 

1  u  vvii  j_/fc;uL, 5,999  43 
Soldiers'  Aid. 

438 00 

Interest  on  Notes, 
47  S 

60 

Town  Officers, 434 00 
Printing, 

84 

25 Cemetery  Expenses, 
116 

59 Miscellaneous, 
2,036 

23 
State  Tax, 1.080 

00 

County  Tax, 542 70 
 117.440  15 

Bal.  in  Col.  &  Treas.  hands,  Feb.  26,  1882.  $2,295  35 

Town  Debt.  Notes. 

J.  A.  Piper,  estate  of.  I  205  00 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Putney,  686  94 
Luther  Billings,  203  00 
Luther  Conant,  773  62 
Frederick  Rouillard,  2,101  16 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  595  41 

Amount  due  from  Soldiers'  Aid.  219  00 
"     Collector  &  Treas.       2.295  35 

$4,565  13 

12,514  35 

Balance  against  the  town,  $  2,050  78 

D.  J.  WETHERBEE,         )  Selectmen 
JOHN  WHITE,                V  of 
PHINEAS  WETHERBEE  J  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26,  1882. 
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Town  Clerk's  Report 

^'.FOR  1881.^ 

Births  in  Acton  in  1S81. 

No.   Date  of  birtli.      Name  of  child.  Names  of  parents. 
1.  Jan.  6,  Walter  B.,  son  of  Edwin  C.  and  Hannah  li. 

Parker. 

2.  Jan.  19,  Jennie  Purner,  daughter  of  Aaron  J.  and  Mary 
Eliza  Fletcher. 

3.  Feb.  25,  Ethel  Louise,  daughter  of  Chas.  H.  and  Fannie 

A.  I'aylor. 
4.  Mar.  4,  Daniel,  son  ot  Michael  and  Sarah  McCarthy. 

5.  Mar.  6,  Annie  Louise,  daughter  of  Jereiniali  and  Louise 
Lucius. 

6.  Mar.  23,  (Jhas.  Horace,  son  of  Horace  P.  and  Charlotte 
A.  Potter. 

7.  April  2,  Carrie  Adelia,  d  lughter  of    Hanson    A.  and 
Florence  M.  Littlefield. 

8.  April  7,    Minnie  Ethel,  daughter  of   Willis  L.  and 
Julia  A.  Mead. 

9.  April  29.  EUen,  daughter  ofj  Michael  and  Katie  Des- 
mond. 
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10.  May  1,  Mary  Haskell,  daughter  of  Frank  B.  and  Anna 
E.  Lothrop. 

11.  May  5,  Sarah  Ingham,  daughter  of  Frank  D.  and  Eliza- 
beth 1.  Rand. 

12.  May  19,  Howard  Lewis,  son  of  Samuel.  Jr..  and  Emma 
E.  Jones. 

13.  June  1,  William  Wilbur,  son  of  George  S.  and  Emma  F. 
Jacobs. 

14.  June  13,  Chas.  Walton,  son  of  George    VV.*  and  Angie H  Knowlton. 

15.  June  20,  Nellie,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  May. 

16.  July  2,  Frederic  William,  son  of  Geoi-ge   William  and Alice  R.  Hunt. 

1  7.    July  9  Hannah,  daughter  ot  Dennis  and  Hannah  Bradley. 
1^.    July  18,  Harry  Earle,  son  of  Lorenzo  U.  and  Clara  E. 

Hoit. 
19.    July  21,  Walter,  son  of  Michael  and  Frances  R.  Dono- 

van. 

iO.    July  30,  Massillon  Warren,  son  of  Cyrus  L.  and  Mag- 
gie A.  Angier. 

21.    Aug.  23,  Harriet  Barker,  daughter  of  J olin  and  Elizabeth 
B.  Davis. 

22-    Aug.  26,  Mary  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Orenzo  W.  and 
Olive  L.'Penniman. 

23.  Sept.  8,  Dennis  Joseph,  son  of  Dennis  and  Mary  O'Con- 
nell. 

24.  Sept.  10,  Hermon  Lenzor,  son  of  George  and  Abbie  J. 
Hoar. 

25.  Sept.  28,  Otis,  son  of  Otis  S.  and  Edith  F.  Small. 
26.  Oct.  21,  Elaine  Climena,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  P4ora 

C.  Symonds. 
27.  Oct.  22,  Nettie  Louise,  daughter  of  George  M.  and 

Lucy  N.  Parker. 
28.  Nov.  5,  George  Henry,  son  of  George   and   Mary  A. 

Sears. 
29.  Nov.  9,  William,  son  of  John  and  Julia  Quinlan. 
30.  Nov.  25,  Samuel  Elmore,  son  of  Charles  I.  and  Lucy  E.  . 

Miller. 

31.  Nov.  26,  Jennie  Etta,  daughter  of  Moses  A    and  Ellen 
A.  Reed. 

32.  Dec.  23,  Clarence  Bernard,  son  of  Thomas  P.  and  Eliza 
J.  Owens. 



Marriages  Recorded  in  acton  in  1881. 

N(\    Date  of  Mari  ia.^c.  Xames  ami  rosuleiices  of  pnrti<!S. 
1.  Jan.  1,  Mr.  David  Mason  and  Miss  Alice  M.  Robbins, 

both  of  Concord. 

2.  Feb.  23,  Mr.  Chas.  Barker  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Clara  A. 
Goward  of  Lowell. 

3.  Feb.  24,  Mr.  James   M.    Hendley   and   Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Wheeler,  both  of  Acton. 

4.  Feb.  24,  Mr.  Stephen  Waters  oi  Ilarvai-d,  and  Miss  Mary 
Berry  of  Acton. 

5.  April  17,  Mr.  Frank  C.  Robbins  and  Miss  Hattie  Yoniig, 
both  of  Acton. 

6.  April  18,  Mr.  Otis  S.  Small  and  Miss  Edith  F.  Reynolds, 
both  of  Acton. 

7.  May  18,  Mr.  Chas.  B.  Stone  of  Actun,  and  Miss  Isabel 
1).  Lewis  of  Stow. 

8.  Jmie  7,  Mr.  Chas.  W.  Bradley   and  Miss  Josephine  E. 
Walker,  both  of  Mailboro. 

9.  July  24,  Mr.  Ei-i  S.  Bi-ooks  and  Miss  Ada  L.  Barnard, 
both  of  Acton. 

10.  Aug.  3,  Mr.  William  W.  Davis  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Abbie 
R.  Wortldey  of  Andover. 

11.  Sept.  4,  Mr.  William  H.  McGee  and  Miss  Emma  E. 
Moodey,  both  of  Boston. 

12.  Sept.  G,  Mr.  Chas".  P.  Willis  of  Acton,  and  Miss  Cora  E. Wiilard  of  Nashua.  N.  H. 

13.  Sept.  24,  Mr.  Howard  B.  White  of  Acton,  and  Miss 
Bertha  Sawtelle  of  West  Townsend. 

14.  Oct.  4,  Mr.  John  L.  Wetherbee  of  Astoria,  Oregon,  and 
Miss  Ida  F.  Wilder  of  Acton. 

15.  Nov.  16,  Mr.  George  D.  Conant  of   Acton,  and  Miss 

Margaret  L.  O'Neil  of  Concord. 
16.  Nov.  20,  Mr.  Jairus    C.  Wheeler  of   Acton,  and  Miss 

Alice  M.  Tibbetts  of  Concord. 

17.  Nov.  23,  Mr.  Osha  Knowlton  and  Miss  Nellie  M.  Han- 
dley,  both  of  Acton. 

18.  Dec.  24.  Mr.  George  Sumner  Wright  and  Miss  -Emma 
A.  Mead,  both  of  Acton. 

10.    Dec.  25,  Mr.  George  B.  Smith  and  Miss  Cora  E.  Dow, 
both  of  Acton. 
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Deaths  Registered  in  Acton  in  1881. 
No.    Date  of  Death.  Kaine.s  and  A.ues  of  Deceased. 

1.  Jan.  3.  Mrs.  Susie  A.,  wife  of  Eri  S.  Brooks,  aged  20 
vears,  10  raonths.  29  days. 

2.  Jan.  6,  Mrs.  Ruth  C,  wife  of  Joseph  P.  Reed,  aged  73, 
years,  6  months,  17  da^^s. 

3.  Jan.  20,  Mrs.  Betsey  H  Adams,  aged  86  years,  9  months 
11  days. 

4.  Feb.  10,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.   Blood,  aged  78  years,  9 
months,  22  days. 

5.  Eeb.  18,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Chas.  D.  Griggs,  aged 
30  years. 

6.  March  1,  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Munroe,  aged  21  years,  7  months. 
7.  March  27,  Miss  Eftie  W.  Allen,  aged  1(3  years,  3  months, 

1 6  days. 
8.  April  1,  Mrs.  Louisa  R.  Putnam,  aged  77  years  3  months 

20  days. 
9.  April  6,  Mr.  John  Dakin.  aged  76  years. 

10    April  13,  Mr.  Hugh  Gill,  aged  47  years,  6  months. 
11.  April  23,  Mr.  Edwin  Tuttle,  aged  40  years,  6  months, 

13  days. 
12.  May  8,  Jacob       son  of  Jacob  and  Martha  DockendorfF, 

aged  2  years,  7  months,  14  days. 
13.  May  11,  Mr.  Nathan  Brooks,  aged  81  years,  5  months, 

14  days. 
14.  June  12,  Mr.  Ashyille  Sears,  aged  82  years. 
16.    July  24,  Walter,  son  of  Michael  and  Frances  R.  Dono- 

yan,  aged  3  days. 
16.  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Abel  Forbush.  aged  84  years,  8  months, 
17.  Aug.  12,  Mr.  Aaron  Fletcher,  aged  80  years,  7  months. 
18.  Aug.  15,  Mrs.  Susan,  wife  of  Thomas  P.  Sawyer,  aged 

57  years,  11  months,  5  days. 
19.  Aug.  31,  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Shattuck,  aged  54  years. 
20.  Sept.  6,  Mr.  Luther  H.  Jones,  aged  49  years. 
21.  Oct.  21,  Mr.  Michael  J.  Hannon,  aged  21  years,  1  day. 
22.  Noy.  3,  Mrs.  Lydia  Hyde,  aged  79  yrs.,  6  mos.,  9  dys. 
23.  Noy.  15,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Sears,  aged  19  yrs.,  11  mos.,  3  d. 
24.  Nov.  25,  Mr.  Jonathan  A.  Piper,  aged  73  years,  6  months 

27  days. 
25.  Dec.  2,  Mrs.  Bridget,  wife  of  Dayid  Rynn,  aged  62  years 

3  months. 
26.  Dec.  31,  Mr.  James  W.  Wheeler,  aged  69  yrs.,  9  mos. 
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Names  of  Persons  in  Acton  haying  Dogs  Licensed  in  1881. 

O.  Kllswortli  IIouc;liton, 
Otis  II.  Fovbiish,  ~ INI.  Angustiv  llosmev, 
W  i  1 1  i e  F .  1 V ic h a rd son , 
Joseph  Wheeler, 
Joiiu.  K.  W.  Wetheibco, 
Theroii  F.  Newton, 
Elnathan  Jones,  2, 
Tnttles,  Jones  ^K:  VV^ether- hee,  2, 
Lnther  Conant, 
Daniel  T.  Moore, 
Panic  F.  Haywanl, 
Francis  Conant, 
Chas.  II.  Handley, 
Lnke  Tattle, 
Jeremy  Austin, 
Josepli  W.  Wherren, 
Daniel  Harris, 
l^ncius  S.  Ilosnier, 
E.  F.  Fuller, 
J.  E.  Harris, 
Whitconib  &  Knowlton, 
John  Hanaford, 
Willis  E.  Mead, 
John  AY.  Charter, 
James  W.  Coburn, 
John  Fletcher, 
George  C.  Conant, 

Frank  E.  Harris, 
George  Conant, 
M.  E.  Taylor, 
Eri  S.  Brooks, 
Job  W.  Diipoe, 
Chas.  A.  Harrington, 
Solon  A.  bobbins, 
G.  H.  S.  Houghton, 
E.  J.  Bobbins, 
Daniel  Tattle, 
George  U.  Keyes, 
Herman  Chaplin, John  Kelley, 
Isaac  Barker, 
Lester  N,  Fletcher, 
Jairus  C.  Wheeler, 
Jerry  H.  INIcCiirthy, 
Louis  E.  Allen, 
Augustus  Fletcher, 
Isaiah  S.  Leach, 
Chas.  Holton, 
H.  A.  Littlefleld, 
Moses  A.  Keed, 
Chas.  H.  Wheeler, 
George  C.  Wright, 
Taylor  Bros.  &  Co., 
John  K.  Houghton, 
A.  Lncien  Noyes, 
Moses  Taylor, 

82  Males,  at  $2.00,  $1G4.00 
7  Females,  at  $5.00  35.00 

Gustavus  IT.  Waugh, 
Joseph  F.  Cole, 
(ieorge  Pratt,  2, 
]\Ii  s.  Chas.  H.  Conant, p]d\vard  Wood, 
John  Welch, 
James  Tattle, 
Anson  C  Piper, 
Henry  Hanson, 
Henry  Haynes, 
George  H.  Shapley,  - Forbush  &  Hartwell, 
T.  P.  Owens, 
Constance  O'Neal, Daniel  Gallagher, 
Jona.  H.  Barker, Chas.  L.  Beck,  2, 
Chas.  D.  Griggs, 
Cyrus  Hay  ward, Windsor  Pratt, 
J.  W.  Hand  all, 
J.  E.  Heed, 
Stephen  White, 
J.  W.  Aldrich, 
James  Baker, 
Frank  Pratt, 
Daniel  McCarthj^ 
Francis  Uobbins, 

^:otal,  89 
$199.00 

WM.  I).  TUTTLE,  Town  Clerk. 

Acton,  IMtirch  15,  1882. 



REPORT  OF  THE 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 
OF  THE 

Almshouse  in  Acton, 

For  the  Year  Ending  April  1,  1882. 

AimcLES  ON  Hand  April  1,  1882. 

13  cows, $585 
00 7  lbs  butter. 

$  2 

80 
1  horse, 200 

00 35  lbs.  lard. 3 
90 

Oat  fodder, 22 50 Boiled  cider, 75 
8  tons  hav. IGO 00 4  barrels  Ap})les, 4 00 

2    "  shorts. 40 00 5  gallons  soap. G2 
2  bags  grain. 
Cotton  seed. 

2 
80 

2  cider  barrels. 2 00 

75 1-2  barrel  Hour, 4 
12 

Corn  and  oats, 1 50 Eggs, 20 
2  shotes, 25 00 Rye  meal. 

38 Lot  bags. 4 00 4  lbs.  tea. 1 80 
14  cords  wood  cut  for use,  ,G3 

00 
1  peck  beans, 1 00 

40  fowls, 20 00 
Salt, 

17 
75  barrels, 11 25 Spices, 62 10  market  boxes. 1 00 Yeast  cakes. 

le; 

1  market  wagon. 112 00 Crackers, 50 

33  bushels  potatoes. 33 00 

Soap, 

35 12     "       small  do. 3 
00 

Matches, 
30 IGO  lbs.  salt  pork. 20 

00 
Kerosene  oil. 20 

75     "  ham. 
10 50 

40  gallons  cider, 5 00 
$1,345 

13 

Receipts  from  Town  Farm  1881-1882. 
calves, 

$  20 75 Received  for  use  of  oxen,  $ 
cows. 118 00 old  iron,  1 
oxen. 155 00 board  of  Miss 
old  horse. 48 00 Carter,  26 
old  wagon. 20 00 birch  poles,  20 
milk,  • 902 02 

pork,  33 
apples,  612 poultry, 

-4 

50 

grapes. 90 

$1,9G3  GG 
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EXPENSES. 

sii<jar.  $ 
molasses, 

1 1\ Paid  for  baskets. 
56 

24 

flour. 
o  t 
84 

81 

cheese, 1 1 
1  Q tobacco. 1 50 

butter, o 
DO 

i  r onions, 
1 

10 beans, 
neat  s  toot  oil, 

7 2U 
starch, 

71 
62 

lit  • 
clothes  pins, 19 

yeast  cakes. 
49 

pails. 

44- 

salt. o z o4 room  paper. 3 
88 

malt  and  hops, 7() 

1  keg, 

1 
25 soap, Q o 85 rakes. 
90 

tea. 9 
85 hoes, 96 

crackers. 51 bean  pot. 

28 nutmegs. QQ OO 

rice, 

90 clove. 

Of* 

26 vinegar. 
57 

1  •  111 
whip  and  lash. 1 00 

ginger. 28 cooking  soda, 1 /O 
liniment. 45 

cream  tartar. 2 37 
paregoric. 20 

nsh, o  / oat  meal. 18 
meat, bo OQ OO 

rye  meal. brooms. 1 
o2 

pepper. 
16 

shoes. 2 15 
lamp  wicks, 

05 

castings. 
57 raisins, 

saltpetre 

34 
coffee, 52 08 
snuff. 40 stove  polish. 

07 

axle  oil. 37 1    i        1  i_ lantern  globes. 
50 

spirits  turpentine, 
10 filing  saws. 

85 

sponge. 
42 

repairing  shoes and 
oil  tank, 1 50 

harnesses. 1 

15 

axe. 1 25 collar  &  sweat  p ad,  7 00 
cattle  cards, 24 shavings, 

white  washing. 

40 

zinc  and  nails. 3 
71 

4 50 
candles. 15 labor. 

148 00 
kerosene  oil, 4 74 pasturing  cows, 

32 

25 
chimneys. 69 

cows. 
178 00 

matches, 55 

oxen. 
153 55 

urusn, 
shotes, 

43 nn 
uu fly  paper. 10 

horse. 
175 00 

garden  seeds. 1 14 
coffin,  robe,  &c.,  for 

cloth  and  clothing, 14 52 Henry  Jones, 16 
00 

scythes 1 80 barrels. 

49 

50 

whetstones, 59 use  of  cart. 2 
00 

Paris  green, 30 use  of  market and 
sulpher, 30 express  wagon ,  1 0 50 
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Paid  for  market  wagon,  $112  00 
use  of  bull,  3  50 
smoking  hams,        1  60 

Dr.  Sanders'  bill,  10  25 
board  and  nursing 

Mrs.  Small,       47  15 
Dr.  Sanders,  do.     8  00 
express,  50 
making  cider,  1  84 
killing  hogs,  2  75 
repairing  pump,       1  48 
rep.  rigging,  10  00 
expense  marketing  12  86 

stove,  '  30  00 
Receipts, 

Victualing  47  Tramps  at  40  cents, 

Paid  for  blacksmith's  bill,  $18  65 
grain,  450  61 
phosphate,  16  84 
plaster,  2  25 
seed  potatoes,  4  00 
grass  seed,  4  65 
lumber,  18  64 
rep.  sled  &  sleigh,  3  00 
services  of  J.  Aus- 

tin and  wife,  250  00 
J.  E.  Cutter,  40  00 
O.  H.  Forbush,  15  00 
L.  C.  Taylor,        10  00 

$  2,286  23 
1,963  66 

$  322  57 

$55  15 40  00 
 $95  15 

$227  42 
$240  00 322  57 

 $  562  57 
18  80 

Income  less  than  Expenditures, 
Drawn  from  Treasury  for  Small, 

^'  "  use  on  Farm, 

Due  from  Treasury  to  balance  account, 
Interest  on  Farm, 
Drawn  from  Treasury, 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  on  Farm,  $  543  77 

Whole  number  of  persons,  exclusive  of  tramps,  supported  in 
Almshouse.  9  ;  average  number,  6  ;  present  number,  5. 

JOHN  E.  CUTTER,      )  Overseers 
OTIS  H.  FORBUSH,      f  of 
LYMAN  C.  TAYLOR,   )  Poor, 







J2SSREPORT1S; 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

FOlf  TITE 

SCHOOL  YEAR  ,1881-82. 

ACTON: 
PRINTED  AT  TITE  f)FFICE  OF  THE  PATRIOT,   SOUTH  ACTON. 

1  8  S  -2  . 



"  A  boy  is  better  tmborn  than  untaught." — GascoigTie. 

"Education  alone  can  conduct  us  to  that  enjoyment  which  is  at  once  best  in 

quahty  and  infinite  in  quantity." — Mann. 

"  Education  is  the  only  interest  worthy  the  deep,  controlling  anxiety  of  the 
thoughtful  man." — Phillips. 

''Do  not  then  train  boys  to  learning  by  force  and  harshness  ;  but  direct  them 
to  it  by  what  amuses  their  minds,  so  that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  discover  with 

accuracy  the  peculiar  bent  of  the  genius  of  each." — Plato,  300  B,  C. 



Superintendent's  Report, 

That  the  interest  of  our  citizens  in  the  schools  may  be  brou_o-lit 
into  a  condition  of  more  complete  sympathy  with  the  best  educational 
thou<iht  of  the  present,  we  will  consider,  at  some  len^jth,  in  this 
report,  the  following  topics  :  The  true  Aim  of  the  Public  School, 
The  most  effective  methods  of  education,  The  importance  of  the 

most  efficient  school  management  and  the  .need  of  the  people's  co- 
operation and  support. 

Tup:  True  Aim  of  the  Public  School. 

According  to  Webster  "a  school  is  an  educational  establish- 
ment." The  office  of  the  pi tJ die  school  is  to  educate  the  chihlren  of 

all,  without  any  expense  to  the  parents,  or  guardians,  as  individuals. 
The  true  aim  of  these  institutions  is  to  educate  the  young.  This 
being  so  the  next  question  which  we  ought  to  consider  is,  What  is 
education  ?  The  word  is  from  the  Latin  language  and  is  from  a  verb 
which  means  to  draw  or  lead  out.  It  indicates  the  process  of  calling 
out.  or  unfolding  the  powers  of  those  who  are  under  its  influence. 
Says  the  authority,  quoted  above,  Education  implies  not  so  much 
the  communication  of  knowledge  as  the  discipline  of  tlie  intellect, 
the  establishment  of  the  principles  and  the  regulation  of  the  heart. 

Another  good  author  says  "The  true  purpose  of  education  is  to 
cherish  and  unfold  the  s(^ed  of  immoi'tality,  already  so^x  n  ̂ ^'itllin  us  ; 
to  develop  to  their  fullest  extent  the  capacities  of  every  kind,  with 
which  the  (xod  wlio  m;i(le  us  lias  endowed  us." 

According  to  these  juithorities.  it  is  the  true  aim  of  the  schools, 
as  educational  instituti(^ns.  to  call  out  the  faculties  of  the  young  and 
properly  stimulate  and  to  direct  them  in  thiiir  development  so  that  there 
may  be  in  them  not  only  a  vigorous  physical  growth,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  a  healthy  growth  of  mental  and  moral  power,  wliich. 
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at  tlie  expiration  of  a  certain  time,  will  make  tliem  men  and  women, 
in  the  highest  sense.  \yiA]  furnislied  with  all  tlse  iH'^')iii-('es  which  they 
will  need  to  enalile  them  to  act  well  their  part  in  life,  'ootli  tor  them- 

selves, and  for  the  public  good. 
This  being  the  evident  object  of  the  schools,  the  next  question 

which  we  ought  to  consider'is,  How  may  tliese  cixls  he  accomplished  ? What  must  these  institutions  atremj)t  practically  to  do  for  those 
connnitted  to  their  care? 

To  answer  this  question,  we  may  suppose  a-  child  at  the  age  of 
five  years,  brought  to  the  door  of  a  school  room  and  given  into  the 
care  of  a  teacher  to  be  educated  by  him,  until  he  shall  be  of  a  suit- 

able age  to  take  up  the  serious  work  of  life.  Now  how  shall  the 
teacher  determine  what  the  measure  of  his  responsil)iiity  is,  in  rela- 

tion to  that  child  ?  What  nnisi  he  atteinpt  to  do  for  his  ward,  so 
that,  if  he  fails  in  his  life  work,  or,  if  his  career  is  not  a  happy  one, 
he  may  feel  that  the  fault  is  not  in  his  education? 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  oidy  way  by  v/liich  the  teacher  can  reach 
a  satisfactory  solution  of  this  problem  is  to  consider,  what  the  child 
will  need,  as  he  shall  stand  upon  the  vei-ge  of  manhood,  in  order  to 
be  .reasonably  sure  of  a  successful  life,  aud,  then  to  decide  what  of 

these  qualitications  must  come  to  him  from  wit'iout,  that  is,  aside 
from  a  merely  natural  development,  and  this  will  determine  the  extent 
of  his  own  responsibility,  as  an  eilucator,  and  in  the  same  way  may  be 
ascertained  the  proper  scope  and  method  of  any  school. 

A  person's  qualifications  for  success  in  life  may  be  embraced 
under  four  heads  :  (a)  a  good  physical  organism  (/>)  a  mind 
well  furnished  with  the  most  ])ractical  and  suggestive  elements  of 
knowledge,  (c)  a  set  of  well  disciplined  mental  powers  which  will 
make  independent  thought  ;\nd  investigation  possible  and  easy,  and 
(c?)  correct  hal)its  and  moi'al  principles. 

The  space  of  this  report  will  not  permit  us  to  indicate,  in  detail, 
the  processes  l>y  which  a  true  system  of  education  will  tend  to  secure 
to  the  pupils  all  these  desirable  ends.  In  this  pape.r,  we  wish  to  im- 

ply more  than  the  space  permits  us  to  express.  Of  course,  the  little 
child,  as  he  stands  at  the  door  of  the  school  i-oom,  lacks  every  quality 
which  would  secure  lo  him  power  and  success  in  life,  and,  strange  as 
it  may  seem,  almost  every  desirable  ac(pdsition  iirast  come  to  him 
from  his  education.  It  may  be  said  that  nature  will  give  him  a 
pliysical  development,  if  he  is  properly  provided  vrith  food  and  shelter. 
This  may  be  true  to  a  degree,  but  still  it  is  the  fact  that,  in  this  re- 

gard, education  may  have  a  most  important  office  to  perform.  The 
nation  v^'hich  has  a  population  of  the  best  physique  and  of  the  great- 

est endurance  is  Gjci-many,  in  whose  schools,  ph3^sical  culture  and 
instruction  in  the  laws  of  hygiene  occupy  a  prominent  place.  In  the 
best  school,  much  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  right  development  of 



the  pupils'  bodily  powers  so  that  he  will  be  erect  and  graceful  in  his 
movements  and  have  a  good  presence  in  every  respect.  As  to  the 
second  qualification  for  success  in  life,  viz.  :  the  possession  of  the 
practical  and  suggestive  essentials  of  knowledge,  great  care  should 
be  taken  not  only  to  secure  these  to  the  pupils  but  to  do  so  in  the  best 
possible  way  that  the  knowledge  may  be  not  only  practical,  but 
really  suggestive  and  stimulating.  The  American  schools,  of  the 
past,  have  not  underrated  the  importance  of  instilling  the  largest 
possible  amount  of  knowledge,  but  by  the  methods  which  they  have 
practiced  to  secure  this  essential  to  success,  they  have  sacrificed  the 
third  requisite  named  above ;  they  have  dwarfed  the  reasoning 

powers  and  made  of  the  children's  minds  mere  pockets  for  certain 
scraps  of  knowledge  and,  in  their '  efforts  to  compel  them  to  apply 
themselves  to  their  mental  tasks,  they  have  resorted  to  sucli  expe- 

dients, in  the  way  of  incentives,  that  they  have  done  little  for  the 

pupils'  morals,  so  that  only  a  small  part  of  the  true  end  of  education 
has  been  accomplished  in  many  schools. 

All  this  being  true,  every  one  having  at  heart  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  the  rising  generation  and  of  the  state,  ought  to  be  ready  to 

inquire. 

What  are  the  Most  Effective  Methods  of  Education  ? 

Space  does  not  permit  us,  in  attempting  to  answer  this  question, 
to  enter  into  details.  Briftly  stated,  we  would  say  that  the  best 
methods  are  those  which  promote  in  a  systematic  and  symmetrical 
way  all  the  ends  of  education.  There  are  in  the  minds  of  children 
natural  and  easy  avenues  of  access,  by  which,  stores  of  most  useful 
information  may  be  conveyed  so  that  they  will  rest  where  they  are 
placed.  Knowledge,  thus  imparted,  will  be  retained,  not  simply  by  a 
sheer  strain  of  the  memory,  until  the  examination  is  over  and  then 
be  gone,  leaving  in  the  minds  only  some  shreds  of  information  and  a 
feeling  of  disgust  for  everything  that  pertains  to  the  school,  but  it 
will  be  a  permanent  acquisition.  The  natural  agents,  for  the  com- 

munication of  ideas  to  the  minds  of  children,  are  the  five  senses. 
It  is  the  province  of  these,  from  the  very  commencement  of  human 
life,  to  test  the  qualities  of  objects  and  to  carry  the  impressions  of 
them  to  the  seat  of  reason,  where  they  are  duly  considered  and  pass- 

ed upon,  by  the  mind's  highest  power,  and  these  decisions,  are  the 
facts  which  are  the  first  possessions  of  the  human  soul.  The  natural 
method  of  infsmcy  and  childhood,  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
furnishes  us  the  clue  to  the  best  methods  of  education.  A  school 
conducted  upon  these  principles  may  not  be  so  brilliant  in  its  seeming, 
immediate  results,  but,  in  the  end,  it  will  prove  to  be  the  best  school 
even  as  regards  the  communication  of  facts  and,  in  relation  to  the 
grand  scope  of  education,  it  will  l)e  the  only  truly  successful  school. 



In  the  statements  wliieli  we  have- just  made  and  explained  is  to 
be  found  tlie  underlying  principle  of  the  most  approved  methods  of 

school  manag-ement,  at  the  present  time.  The  system  which  the 
best  educationists,  not  only  of  America  but  of  any  country,  which 
hiys  claim  to  a  progressive  spirit,  wisli  to  see  adopted  is  founded  upon 
an  intelligent  view  of  the  powers  of  the  mind  and  therefore  is  rea- 

sonable and  must,  in  the  end,  be  generally  receix  ed  and  practiced. 
In  our  report  for  1879-80,  we  indicated  quite  fidly  our  ideas  of 

the  best  methods  of  teaching  all  the  branches,  requin^d  to  be  taught 
in  our  common  schools,  and  we  Vv^ill  not  take  the  space  to  repeat 
anything  that  we  said  in  that  report.  In  most  of  our  schools,  these 
principles  have  been  quite  fully  carried  out  and  tlie  result  has  been 
so  pleasing,  both  to  parents  and  to  pupils,  that  anything  like  the  old 
methods  will  fail  to  satisfy  tlie  popular  demand.  We  are  willing 
that  the  merits  of  the  system  shall  be  determined  by  its  results,  as 
pronounced  upon  by  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  know  the  facts  in 
the  case.  Here  and  there  is  a  person  who  objects  to  the  advanced 
methods,  on  the  score  that  they  are  new.  But  this  objection  is 
founded  upon  a  very  grave  mistake  ;  tliey  are  not  nev/.  They  are  as 
old  as  the  human  race  and  in  these  modern  times  they  have  been 
practiced  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
a  hundred  years  and  with  the  most  completely  satisfactory  results. 

We  have  in  our  possession  extracts  from  a  report  by  M.  Cuvier, 
on  the  schools  of  Holland,  made  to  the  French  government  in  1812, 
which  contains  descriptions  of  schools  wdiose  processes  were  almost 

identical  with  what  are  termed  the  advanced  methods'*  in  America, 
to-day.  M .  Cuvier  in  speaking  of  this  system  as,  he  saw  it  in  operation, 
throughout  the  Netherlands,  says  "It  is  admirable  and  above  all 
praise.  "  This  is  and  has  been,  for  years,  the  system  of  Germany, 
Avhich  is  confessedly  the  best  educated  nation  in  the  world  :  and,  in 
our  own  land,  its  most  essential  ideas  have  been  practiced  for  such  a 
period  of  time  that  they  are  no  longer  experimental  to  any  degree. 
But  without  occupying  more  space  upon  this  topic  I  proceed  to  con- 
sider 

The  Importance  of  our  School  Interests,  and  of  their  Efficient 
Manageiment,  and  the  Necessity  that  exists  for  the  Cor- 

dial Co-operation  and  Hearty  Support  of  the  People, 
That  the  Wisest  Measures  may  be  Adopted  and 

Uninterruptedly   Continued  . 

The  public  schools  are  the  people's  most  valuable  possession, 
for,  while  they  are  continued  and  rightly  conducted^  they  have  it 
Avithin  their  power  to  secure  to  their  children  a  good  education, 
which  may  be  to  them  the  key  to  wealth,  to  position  and  to  every- 

thing, which  man  considers  desirable  in  this  life.     For  this  reason. 



t  he  mn.ss  of  tlie  people  ought  to  take  a  keen  interest  in  tliese  institutions 
and  to  see  to  it  thai  thcv  are  not  only  sustained  for  ii  certain  iiuni- 
bei-  of  months,  during  the  year,  but  that  they  are  so  managed,  as 
to  be  abreast  of  the  most  intelligent  thought  <;f  the  times  and  fully  equal 
to  the  best  private  institutes,  \vhi'/]i  ai"e  accessihle  only  to  the 
children  of  the  rich.  In  Anifi'iea  e\  (~ry  man  is  as  good  as  his  neigh- 

bor, so  long  as  he  shows  himself  a  law-abiding  and  useful  citizen 
and  the  l)esl  schools  are  none  to  good  for  tht>  children  of  the  poorest 
and  most  unfortunate  men  and  woinen  in  tiie  State. 

But  this  matter  of  eilicient  schools  touches  not  simply  the 
homes  that  lutve  children,  but  it  alfeets  tiie  good  name  and  even  the 

])roperty  intei'ests  of  the  town.  Who  will  ventiu'C  to  select,  as  liis 
place  of  residence,  a  e(numunity  v/hose  schools  have  the  ]-eput;ition 
of  being  far  behind  tiie  times?  AVe  are  sui-e  it  is  appai-ent  to  almost 
every  one  that  good  and  eilicient  sclnools  ;n-e  a  })ublic  necessity,  but 
it  ought  also  to  l)e  understood  they  cannot  be  Si'eureri  {ind  contin.ut;d 
Avithout  the  co-operation  and  support  of  the  })e;/j)le. 

If  we  are  to  be  u})  with  tiie  times,  edueatiunally,  (dianges  in 
S(diool  methoils,  must  be  made,  and,  however  good  tiiey  may  ])e,  they 
will  excite  criticism  iind  opposition  on  the  part  of  some,  which  may 
greatly  hinder  their  w;>i-k  and  iieutralize  tlieir  good  rcsidts. 

Says  Ex-(iov.  Ivice,  in  a  recent  speech,  1  have  heard  sensi- 
ble men  point  to  the  old  red  schocjl  house  and  say  they  and  othei* 

men  as  good  and  successful  got  tlieir  education  there  and  is  not  that 
sufficient?  In  ail  oui-  ctnnmunities,  there  are  some  who  talk  as 
above.  \Ve  quote  again,  fi'om  tlie  saine  speech,  "  It  is  substantially 
true  that  the  sim})le  sciiools  of  tliose  days  wei'e  suihcient,  but  does  it 
follow  that,  because  they  .were  suilicient  for  tliose  davs,  therefore  we 
sliall  stick  to  them,  while  the  A\diole  Avorld  lias  l»een  i-ushiiig  forward, 
in  every  de})artment  of  knowledge,  and  v^'liile  society  and  the  whole 
fr'pliei'e  of  liuman  activity  have  been  advancing  at  a  rapid  I'ate?  It 
is  an  absurdiiy  to  say  th;it  our  scliool  system  shall  be  stationary, 
while  every  other  instrumentality  in  tlie  world  is  rushing  forward 
with  a  velocity  that  is  a]>solute]y  incomprehensible.  Now,  I  venture 
nothing  in  saying  that  tlie  school  system  of  ̂ Massachusetts  to-day  is 
no  fartlier  advanced  than  were  tlie  schools,  to  which  1  have  alluded, 

compared  with  the  state  of  society  thiit  then  existed." 
AVithout  dwelling  further  iqion  these  general  topics,  which  we 

have  considered  it  to  be  expedien.t  to  discuss  at  some  length,  we  wish 
in  presenting  this  report  to  congratuJate  the  town  \q)on  the  success 
which,  on  the  whole,  has  attended  our  scliools  du.ring  the  past  year. 

We.  have  been  enabled,  by  the  town's  generous  increase  of  appropri- 
ation, to  extend  the  avei'age  length  of  the  schools  so  that  we  can 

report  to  the  State  as(diool  year  of  nine  months,  which  willbegreat- 
Iv  to-our  credit.  •  We  trust  , the  ])ubHc  sinrit  of  our  citizens  will  be 
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equal  to  another  similiar  appropriation  this  year.  It  is  with  a  perfect 

confidence  in  your  generosity  and  wisdom  '  that  we  again  com- 
mend to  your  consideration  this  interest  which  occupies  a  large  place 

in  our  hearts  and  in  our  thoughts. 

We  now  call  your  attention  to  a  brief  review  of  each  school. 

WiisT  Grammak. 

This  school  has  been  taught  by  Miss  A.  C.  Davis,  whose  name 
has  been  most  favorably  mentioned  in  our  annual  reports  for  several 
years,  as  in  charge  of  other  schools.  To  give  our  estimate  of  her 
work  here,  would  be  simply  to  repeat  what  we  have  said  respecting 
her  before.  Her  service  has  been  as  satisfactory  here  as  elsewhere 
and  is  highly  appreciated  by  all  having  the  highest  interests  of  the 
school  at  heart. 

West  Primary. 

This  school  has  had  but  one  teacher  during  the  year.  Miss  I.  B. 
Campbell,  a  graduate  of  the  Framinghara  Normal  School.  She 
found  the  discipline  somewhat  difficult,  fluring  the  first  two  terms,  but 
was  more  successful  the  last  term,  in  this  respect.  Her  methods  of 
teaching  are  excellent,  her  temper  is  so  even  and  her  ways  are  so  pleas- 

ing that  she  must  have  a  beneficial  influence  over  her  pupils.  We 
feel  that  the  school  is  doing  well  under  her  care. 

South  Grammar. 

This  school  has  continued  under  the  efficient  charge  of  Miss 
R.  E.  Stacy,  and  we  look  upon  the  favorable  exhibit  of  the  scholars 
at  the  examination  which  closed  the  winter  term,  as  a  conclusive 
proof  of  the  wisdom  of  retaining  a  good  teacher  several  consecutive 
years.  The  condition  of  the  school  is  highly  creditable  to  all  con- 

nected with  its  management. 

South  Primary. 

Miss  Jennie  McAlister  continued  to  have  charge  of  this  school 
until  nearly  the  close  of  the  spring  term,  when  she  resigned  to  accept 
a  position  abroad  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Leach,  a  former  successful  teacher, 
finished  the  school.  The  Fall  term  was  commenced  by  Miss  J. 
Brown  who,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  having  an  opportunity  to 
continue  her  studies,  at  Harvard  College,  and  finding  the  discipline 
of  the  school  quite  too  difficult  for  her  strength,  resigned.  In  this 
emergency,  Miss  M.  B.  Allen  took  charge  of  the  school.  As  might 
be  expected  from  so  many  changes  in  teachers.  Miss  A.  found  the 
school  in  a  very  disorganized  state.  But  by  the  exercise  of  considerable 
force  of  will,  and  by  the  introduction  of  systematic  and  natural 
methods  of  management  and  instruction,  she  has  made  this  to  be 



\) one  of  the  most  orderly  and  efficient  sehools  in  town.  The  examina- 
tion, at  the  close  of  the  last  term,  showed  tliat  the  pnpils  had  made 

a  most  commendable  progress  in  all  their  studies.  We  trust  the 
present  desirable  state  of  affairs  will  continue. 

Centre  Grammar. 

This  scliool  was  taught  by  Miss  C.  H.  Allen,  who,  as  a  teacher, 
found  her  first  experience  here,  but  who  discharged  her  duties  so 
well  that  she  won,  to  a  marked  degree,  the  love  and  respect  of  botli 
pupils  and  parents.  This  school  is  so  well  classified  that  it  is  possi- 

ble to  accommodate  quite  a  large  number  of  older  scholars  by  permitting 
them  to  pursue  some  of  the  more  advanced  studies.  We  think  these 
pupils,  by  their  presence  in  the  school,  have  done  much  to  keep  up 
its  morale  and  to  excite  the  ambition  of  the  younger  scholars,  and 
that  the  policy  has  been  a  good  one  in  every  respect.  The  present 
teacher  has  done  much  for  pupils,  in  the  way  of  developing  their  pow- 

ers of  expression,  and  the  examination,  at  the  close  of  the  winter 
term,  showed  a  breadth  of  culture  such  as  is  seldom  equalled  in  a 
common  school. 

Centre  Primary. 

This  school  has  continued  in  the  charge  of  Miss  B.  M.  Ball  and 
retains  the  same  distinguished  position  which  it  has  held  in  the  past. 
Each  term  of  scliool,  under  the  care  of  this  teacher,  is  an  improve- 

ment upon  the  previous  one.  Here  is  another  proof  of  the  w^isdom 
of  retaining  the  same  teacher  in  a  school  for  a  series  of  years.  We 
trust  this  policy  will  be  continued.  It  is  only  by  this  means  that  we 
can  have  schools  that  are  worthy  of  the  name.  Miss  Ball, 
by  an  undisturbed  service,  in  this  school,  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
has  secured  to  it  an  efficiency  which  we  had  not  supposed  was  possi- 

ble.   If  we  liave  good  teachers  let  us  keep  and  sustain  them. 

East  School. 

Miss  S.  A.  Wetherbee  has  continued  to  be  the  teacher,  through- 
out the  year,  and  with  a  seemingly  constant  increase  of  efficiency. 

A¥e  have  never  witnessed  an  examination  here  that  gave  us  more 
pleasure  than  the  one  which  closed  the  winter  term.  The  present 
excellent  condition  of  the  school  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  teacher 
and  of  all  concerned. 

North  School. 

Miss  Emma  Esterbrook,  who  was  mentioned  in  favorable  terms 
in  our  last  report,  continued  in  this  school  during  the  first  two  terms 
of  the  year.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  Fall  term  was  very 
pleasing  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  school.  We  wish  to  com- 

mend the  taste  whicli  was  displayed  in  the  decoration  of  the  room. 
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The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  O.  W.  Diitton,  a  resident 
of  the  district.  Mr.  D.  had  a  good  reputation,  as  a  teacher  in  a 
neighboring  town,  and  his  work  here  was  perfectly  satisfactory. 
The  examination  showed  that  the  pupils  had  made  a  good  degree 
of  progress  in  all  their  studies,  and  that  they  had  a  practical 
knowledge  of  what  they  had  attempted  to  learn.  The  register  of  this 
school  for  the  year  is  not  defaced  by  a  single  tardy  mark. 

South  East  School. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Ella  E.  Tuttle 
and  with  a  general  acceptance  and  success  which  we  never  have  seen 
excelled  in  this  school.  The  examination,  at  the  close  of  the  Fall 
term,  was  very  satisfactory  and  the  committee  would  have  retained 
her  the  next  term,  had  she  not  preferred  to  seek  further  school  ad- 

vantages for  herself. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Estelle  D.  Heath,  a  resi- 
dent of  the  district.  Miss  H.  devoted  herself  with  much  earnestness 

to  the  work  and,  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  might  have 
had  a  high  degree  of  success.  As  it  was,  the  few  pupils  who  were 
present  at  the  examination  appeared  quite  well. 

Appended,  are  the  usual  statistical  tables. 

For  the  Committee, 

FRANKLIN  P.  WOOD,  S^iperintendenL 
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ROLL   OF  HONOR. 

:  o  : 

Names  of  those 

One  Term. 

Susie  Billings, 
Carrie  Hanson, 
Mary  Knights, 
Clara  Leach, 
Mabel  Richardson, 
Carrie  Shapley, 
Isadore  Willis, 
George  Warren, 
Lutie  Hosnier.  f 

May  Bowen, 
Bertha  Jones  ̂  
Ada  Jones, 
Maude  Sawyer, 
Charles  Moulton, 
Charles  Fletcher. 

Ida  Tuttle, 

Bertie  Hall,  * 
Emery  Clark,  * 
Edward  Holton,  * 

Florence  Richardson  * 
Grace  Richardson,  * 
John  Hannaford, 
John  Mahoney, 
Alice  Stone. 

Susie  Conant, 
Sara  Hammond, 
Carrie  Lund, 
Warren  Robbins.  * 

HO  HAVE  NOT  BEEN 

South  Grammar. 

Two  Terms. 

Emily  Hannon, 
Sadie  vSawyer, 
Eva  Shapley, 
Eda  Shapley. 

South  Primary. 

Dora  Barker,  * 
Olive  Barker. 

W^ESt  Grammar. 

West  Primary. 

Ida  Richardson, 
Alfred  Richardson. 

Centre  Grammar. 

Annie  Hammond, 
Annie  Noyes, 
Elbridge  Conant. 

Absent  or  Tardy. 

Three  Terms. 

Emma  Hart. 

Hattie  Robbins. 
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Oyie  Term, 

May  Calder,  * 
Lottie  Coiiant,  * 
Millie  E.  Handley, 
Clara  L.  Hammond, 
Maude  Purcell, 
Clara  B.  Robbiiis, 
Grace  E.  Tuttle, 
Arthur  C.  Allen, 
Albert  J.  Reed, 
Olive  D.  Wood.  * 

Bertha  F.  Hosmer, 

Kittie  O'Connell, 
John  O'Neal, Herbert  H.  Robbins. 

Bertha  Dupee, 
George  Smith, 
Irving  Smith, 
Elwyn  Harris, 
Everett  Wayne 

Centre  Primary. 

Tioo  Terrns. 

Charles  Calder,  * 
Luther  Conant,  Jr. 
Henry  L.  Livermore, 

Harry  Nickerson,  * 
Parley  Richardson,  * 

Florence  Dupee, 
Mattie  Randolph, 
Mattie  Smith, 
Hattie  Smith, 
Augusta  Smith, 
Wallie  Smith, 
J.  Sidney  White. 

South  East  School. 

George  Hooper, 
Fred.  Pother, 
Willie  Jones. 

Three  Terms. 

Willie  Hooper. Josie  Keith, 
Gertrude  Griggs, 
Joseph  Pother, 
Shirley  Jones, 
Moses  Young. 

East  School. 

North  School. 

*  Tardy  once.      f  Absent  one  lialf  clay. 
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SCHOOL- COMMITTEE'S  FINANCIAL  REPORT, 

To  THE  Citizens  of  Acton  : — 

Your  School  C^ommittee  respeotfnlly  submit  the  followin":  I'cport 
of  receipts  and  expenditures.  For  information  respecting  the  condition 
and  management  of  the  schools,  we  refer  you  to  the  foregoing  report 

of  the  Superintendent  and  to  the  annexed  tabular  view.  AVe  con- 
gratulate the  town  upon  the  present  apparently  prosperous  condition  of 

our  ediu'ational  work  and  ask  for  it  your  continued  generous  support. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Mead,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $700  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  57  57  $  847  57 

Paid  to  teacliers,  $023  00 
for  fuel,  90  27 

care  of  house  and  furnace,  GO  00 
incidentals,  10  8P, 

Balance  on  hand,  63  47 

$84^ CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Luther  Con  ant,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $  790  00 
Balance  from  last  vear,  ,  2  25 

Paid  to  teachers,  $  673  00 
for  care  of  house,  43  00 
incidentals,  6  92 

fuel  and  preparing  it,  69  33 

$  792  25 

$  792  25 
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SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

George  F.  Flagg,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  treasury,  I  790  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  11  07 

.  Paid  to  teachers,  $  681  00 
for  books,  4  11 
fuel,  40  00 
care  of  house,  55  00 
incidentals,  10  40 

Balance  on  hand,  10  56 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Job  Dupee,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $  350  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  44  41 

Paid  to  teachers,  $  305  50 
for  fuel,  35  94 

care  of  house,  13  00 
maps  and  pointers,  9  75 
organ,  5  00 
erasers,  desk  books  and  incidentals,  8  16 

Balance  on  hand,  17  06 

SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

CD.  Griggs,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  on  last  year's  acct.     $  25  00 
"  '  this     "  250  00 

Deficiency  on  last  year's  account,  $  12  18 
Paid  to  teachers,  204  00 

for  fuel,  34  50 
incidentals,  1  76 
care  of  house,  3  00 

Balance  on  hand,  19  56 

$801  0' 

801  0' 

$394  41 

$394  41 

$  275  00 

$  275  00 



EAST  SCHOOL. 

Geok(;e  Chandler,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  the  treasury,  $  270  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  12  05 
Deficiency,  1  13 

Paid  to  teachers,  $  288  00 
for  fuel,  46  27 

organ  (in  part  for  last  year),  16  00 
care  of  house,  30  50 
incidentals,  2  41 

$383  18 

Amount  raised  by  the  town  for  schools,  $3,000  00 
Income  from  State  school  fund,  180  21 

dog  fund,  173  95 

$383  18 

$3,354  16 
Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen, 29 2. 

Sum  raised  by  the  town  for  each,  $10.75. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LUTHER  CONANT,  Chairman,  ̂  
JOB  DUPEE,  Clerk, 
GEORGE  F.  FLAGG,  | 
LUCY  M.  MEAD, 
CHARLES  D.  GRIGGS, 
GEORGE  CHANDLER, 

School 

Committee 

of  Acton. 
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TABULAR  VIEW. 

FJCHOOLS. 
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TEACHEPtS. 

SPRING  TERM. 
Miss  C.  H.  Allen 

"   B.  M.  Ball 
P.  E.  Stacv 

(Miss  J.  M.  M'iUister 
(  Mi-s.  M.  A.  Peach 

Miss  A.  C.  Da\-is LB.  Cami)beU 
"   S.  A.WetlK-r])ee 
"  E.  F.  Esta])rook 
"   S.  E.  Tut  tie 

I Totals, 

FALL  TERM. 
Miss  C.  H.  AUen 
"  B.  M.  Ball 
"  P.  E.  Stacv 

(  Miss  J.  Brown 
1         M.  B.  Allen 
Miss  A.  C.  I)a  \  is 

I.  B.  CJa;iip])eil 
"   S.  A.Wethcrhee 
"  E.  P.  Estabrook 

E.  E.  Tuttle 

'£  i 

36.00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00  18 

Totals, 

WINTER  TERM. 
Miss  C.  H.  Ahen 

"    B.  M.  Ball 
E.  E.  Stacy 

"    M.  B.  Allen 
A.  C.  Davis 

"    LB.  Campbell 
"    S.  A.Wetherbee 

Mr.  O.  W.  Button 
Miss  E.  D  Heath 

Totals, 

Assi'Gpfate  for  vear. 

25% 

25}4 

3  ' 

3 
3>^ 
33€ 

30 81k 

330.00 

■HO.  00 

36.00 
40.00 
36.00 

36.001  3'-! 43 
00 

32.00 24.00 

276 

308.00  276 

^ 40.00 36.00 
40.00 
36.00 
36.00 
32.00 
32.00 
36.00 
24.00 

312.00  291 

920.001843 

32 32 

28 
47 

47t 

41 

32 15 17 

27 

3L7 24 
37 

32.3 39.7 26.7 

20 
16 
554.4 

18.3 
29.4 24 

42 36.1 4L17 27.7 
16.17 
18.5 

253.34 

30.7 

29.2 26 

39 
41.34 
39.25 
29.2 
14.2 
15.75 

lil 

24.85 27.3 23^3 

34.6 
28.05 32.7 
24.09 
18.39 14 

227.28 

16 
27.2 23.3 

37 

31.4  iO 37.0510 25.6 
14.27 16 

227.82  2 

28.2  0 
25.4  lO 
24  0 
34.7  !l 
36. 04  SO 
35.141 0 24.44 1  0 
13.5  0 
13  0 

264.64  234.421  1 

772.38  689.52*8 

28147 

56 
71 6 
34 

32 41 14 27 
27 

308 

12 

12 

14 25 

25  23 

30  143 

13j  23 0  17 

45151  375 

103  44lil047 

26 
20 
34 
21 

364 

110 94 10 
44 
13 25 

30 
22 

27 

*  One  of  these  a  half  dav 
t  Two  of  these  half  day  s.- 
The  average  attendann 

71  umber  belonging  to  the  s(  1-  . 
live  a  lid  fifteen  vears  cf  ■a'^v. 

•liolar  and  another  recited  in  special  studies, .'.lars. 

r:!!-  the  year,  was  89  1-5  per  cent,  of  tlie  average 
;i lid  79  per  cent,  of  tlie  nunil)(  r  in  tov  ti  between 
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TOWN  OFFICERS  for  1883. 

Tozun  Clerk. 

William  D.  Tuttle.  ' 
Selectmen. 

D.  James  Wetherbee,  John  White,  Phineas  Wetherbee. 
Assessors. 

Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  Phineas  Wetherbee,  Hiram  J.  Hapgood. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Elisha  H.  Cutler,     Otis  H.  Forbush,     Luke  Blanchard. 
School  Conniiittee. 

Job  W.  Dupee  and  Geo.  Chandler,  1  y;  Lucius  S.  Hos- 
mer  and  John  E.  Cutter,  2  yrs.  ;  2  to  be  chosen 

at  April  meeting. 

Highzvay  Surveyors. 
Daniel  Wetherbee,    Charles  Wheeler,    x\bram  H.  Jones, 

Joseph  F.  Cole,  John  Fletcher,  2d,  Geo.  R.  Keyes. 
Fence  Viewers. 

Wm.  W.  Davis,    Nahum  C.  Reed,     John  R.  Houghton. 

Surveyors  of  L^unher. 
Wm.  B.  Davis,     Geo.  H.  Harris,      Ed.  F.  Richardson, 

Chas.  B.  Stone,  L.  W.  Stevens,  E.  J.  Robbins. 

Sii7'veyors  of  Wood. 
E.  J.  Robbins,  Geo.  H.    Harris,  S.  L.  Dutton,    Wm.  B. 

•  Davis,  Chas.  B.  Stone,  Isaac  W.  Flagg,    J.  W. 
Loker,    L.  S.  Hosmer,    Aaron  S.  Fletcher,    Charles  H. 

Taylor,  Moses  E.  Ta3  lor. 

Surveyors  of  Hoof  s  and  Staved. 
David  M.  Handley,  Augustus  Fletcjher. 

Cemetery  Committee. 

John  Fletcher,  Wm.  W.  Davis,  Josepli  F.  Cole. 
Field  Drivers, 

A.  W.  Gardner,  Martm  Tutde,  Wm.  H.  Murphy,  James 
B.  Tuttle,  Geo.  W.  Cole,   Clarence  W.  Brown, 

James  P.  Brown. 

I 

i 



TREASITllEirS  llEPOPvT 

 Br.  

Paid  State  Treasurer,  State  Tax,  $  1,440  00 

County  Treasurer,  County  Tax,  542  70 

On  Selectmen's  Orders,  12,479  22 
To  Outstanding  Orders,  1,513  84 

Balance  due  the  Town  Feb.  2G,  1883,  1,149  51 
 $1  f,i25  2T 

 Cr.  

By  Balance  in  Treasury  Feb.'  2G,  1882,     8  39  08 Received  of  J.  E.  Cutter,  taxes,  1881,       2,256  27 

"         State  Treas.,  Corporation  tax,    907  96  ■ 

"    •  National  Bank  tax,  728  48 
"     Indigent  Soldiers,   201  00 

"  "  '    State  Aid,  64  00 
u  •     ̂ .     gtatQ  Paupers,  14  10 

School  Fund,  179  13 

Joseph  Cole,  for  lots  sold  in  * 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  1881,  23  00 

Geo.  F.  Flagg,  rent  S.  Rooms,  45  00 

Chas.  Vv^heeler,  for  labor,  50 
J.  E.  Cutter,  for  poll  tax  of 

Scott  Adams,  2  00 

Julian  Tuttle,  rent  Town  Hall,  117  20 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  for  oil,  8  40 

John  Fletcher,  for  lots  sold  in 

Woodlawn  Cemetery,  37  00 
Josex)h  Cole  for  lots  in 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  3  00 

County  Treas.,  dog  fund,  145  08 

J.  W.'^Dupee,  Collector,       12,284  34 for  Interest  on  money  in  Bank,         69  73 
 $17,1.25  27 



SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

ijnexpcnded  balance  of  last  year,  '$2,295  35 

Joseph  F.  Cole,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  '81,  23  00 
Geo.  F.  Flagg,  rent  of  So.  A.  School  House,  45  00 
Charles  Wheeler,  labor,  50 

John  E.  Cutter,  poll  tax,  2  00 
State  Treas.,  Corporation  Tax,  907  96 

National  Bank  Tax,  728  48 

"       State  Aid,  04  00 
Relief  of  Indigent  Soldiers,  201  00 

Support  of  State  Paupers,  14  10 
School  Fund,  179  13 

Interest  on  money  in  bank.  .  69  73 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  oil,  8  40 
Julian  Tuttlc,  use  of  Town  Hail  and  cellar,  117  20 

Town  Grant,  7,000  00 
for  Schools,  3,000  00 

for  Highways,  1-500  00 

State  Tax,  1,440  00 

County  Tax,  542  70 
Bounty  Tax,  4,000  00 

Overlaymgs,  82  77 

Joseph  F.  Cole,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  1882,  3  00 
John  Fletclier,  Woodlawn  37  00 

County  Treas.,  Dog  Tax,  145  08 
 $22,406  40 



Support  of  Schools. 

Paid  Lucius  S.  Hosmcr,  South  District,    $  790  00 

John  E.  Cutter,  Centre        "  790  00 

Lucy  M.  Mead,  West           "  790  00 

George  Chandler,  East        ̂ '  850  00 
Job  W.  Dupee,  North  350  00 

Charles  D.  Griggs,  S.  East  "  275  00 

$  3,345  00 

Repairs  on  Town  Buildings. 

Paid  L.  S.  Hosmer,  repairs  on  Soutli  Acton 
School  House, 8  25  38 

Geo.  Chandler, u East 
House, 15  10 

Luther  Conant, a Centre 
House, 21  4G 

Lucy  M.  Mead, West 

House, 13  i9 

L.  IT.  Holt,  register  for  Town  Hall, 
8  00 

Regular  Higbway  Work, 

Paid  A.  H.  Jones,  $  300  00 

Chas.  Wheeler,  681  15 

A.  H.  Jones,  385  37 

Printing. 

Paid  C.  W.  Leacli,  24  Warrants,  -I  3  00 

"  500  Selectmen's  reports,     10  00 
600  Town  reports,  56  00 

E.  J.  Hammer,  Warrants  and  Posters,  8  00 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  Warrants,  6  50 

$  1366  52 

83 
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Support  of  Poor. 

Paid  John  E.  Cutter,  deficiency  on  Town  Farm, 

to  April  1st.,  1882,  $227  42 

E.  H.  Cutler,  support  Clara  Wheeler,  275  42 

"  Eliza  Bcrgendahl,  179  91 
Traynor  Family,      29  71 

"  Mrs.  Pike,  47  00 
"  Keddin  Family,       13  00 
"  "  R.  B.  Adams,  79  00 
,  Coffin  and  Robe  for 

Mrs.  Adams,  14  00 

"      support  Ola  Nelson,  37  80 
"         "  "  Hannah  Stanton,      42  10 

Mrs.  John  Whitney,  16  00 

"         ̂ '  Jeremiah  Shine,      17  00 
W.  Moffitt,  31  88 

"  lor  Dr.  Hutchins,  medical 
attendance  on  J.  Shine,    64  25 

for  Dr.  Hutchins,  medical 

attendance  Traynor  family,  7  50 

"         "  for  Dr.  Sanders,  medical 
attendance  0.  Penniman,    7  00 

^'         ̂ '  lor  journey  to  Lowel],  150 
"  Boston,  2  00 

Westford,        1  50 

"       Stationery  and  Stamps,      1  50 
Samuel  Hoar,  counsel  fees 

in  Adams'  case,  9  00 

U  i.  u 

Cemetery  Expenses. 
Paid  John  Fletcher,  labor  and  trees  for 

Woodlawn  Cemetery,  $  79  77 
J.  F.  Cole,  labor  in  Mt.  Hope 

Cemetery,  39  75 
John  Flether,  labor  in  Woodlawn 

Cemetery,  57  32 

11,104  49 

$176  84 



IState  Aid. 
Paid  Joliu  Corroll, 

Georgo  Dole, 
Allen  G.  Smith, 

BeDjainin  Skinuer, 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Wright, 
Ola  Nelson, 

mi Paid  Luther  Bi 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Piper, 
Luther  Conant, 

Fred,  Rouillard, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Putney 

D.  J.  Wetherbee,  ' 

Tovm  Debt. 
note  and  interest. 

^96  00 
48  00 
96  00 

72  00 
48  00 

4  00 

1211  26 
201  63 

763  87 

2,049  67 
676  00 

587  35 

Interest  on  Town  Debt. 

Paid  F.  Rouillard, 
Luther  Conant, 

D.  J.  Wetherbee, 
H.  A.  Piper, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Putney, 

$120  00 45  00 

84  52 
12  00 

39  00 

Town  Officers. 

Paid  L.  U.  Holt,  Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  $  9  00 

Rev.  F.  P.  Wood,  Sup't.  Schools,  55  00 
John  E.  Cutter,  Collecting  Taxes,  '81,  80  00 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  services  as  Assessor,  40  00 
L.  S.  Hosmer,        "       "       "  20  00 
Phineas  Wetherbee,  "  30  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  services  as  Treas,  40  .00 
John  White,  Selectman,  45  00 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  85  00 

P.  Wetherbee,        "  45  00 
Wm.  D.  Tuttle,  Town  Clerk,  25  00 

$364  00 

$  4,489  78 

$250  62 

$474  00 
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Miscellaneous. 

Paid  A.  J.  Willis,  breaking  roads,  $  17  84 

L.  E.  Reed,  attending  25  burials,  75  00 

"       ̂ '    making  25  death  returns,  6  25 
"    work  at  Cemetery,  2  00 

"    repairs  on  Hearse,  7  00 
James  Kinsley,  for  the  Hurley  road,  8  00 
Dr.  Sanders,  medical  attendance 

on  J.  W.  Mansfield,  50  00 

E.  Robbins,  for  land  for  E.  Cemetery,  8  00 
C.  W.  H.  Moulton  &  Co.,  for  ladders,  125  00 

Job  "W.  Dupee,  breaking  roads,  25  15 
John  E.  Cutter,  abatement  of  taxes,  42  42 
E.  F.  Richardson,  stakes  for 

"Woodlawn  Cemetery^  8  79 
A.  L.  Tuttle,  building  road,  1-00  00 
P.  Wetherbee,  lumber  and  Labor  for 

storage  of  ladders,       '  15  07 
D.  J.  Wetherbee,  sign  boards,  2  19 

"       tile  for  So.  Acton  sluice,  8  45 
"  "       coal  for  Town  House,    14  50 

James  W.  Hay  ward,  freight  on  tile,  2  00 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee,  over  draft  on 

Treas.  at  time  of  settlement,  11  16 

Tj|):tles,  Jones  &  Wetherbee, 

^lOT  settees  for  Town  House,  68  71 
John  E.  Cutter,  discount  on  taxes,  39  50 

Treasurer  of  Littleton,  for  schooling 

A.  Bulette's  children,  43  00 
Samuel  Hosmer,  breaking  roads,  1  50 
L.  S.  Hosmer,  tax  book,  1  00 

"       printing  tax  notices,  2  50 

"               collector's  book,  1  00 

"       post  for  So.  A.  School  H.    7  00 
Chas.  Wheeler,  repairs  on  W.  Acton 
bridea,  117  88 



1) 

Paid  C,  Wheeler  railing  on  W.  A.  bridge, 

$32  61 "   breaking  roads, 
28  03 

"   ])uilding  new  bridge  at 
Smith's  Mill, 25  86 

1.  ike  Tnttle,  breaking  roads, 15  82 

J.  E.  Cutter,  " 
13  65 

Moses  Taylor, 6  45 

L  ither  Conant,  " 
4  50 

A.  H.  Jones, 77  45 

I'rancis  Pratt,  " 
26  45 

P.  H.  Whitcomb, 44  00 

X.  Littlefield,  ^' 
21  70 

J.  P.  Tcnney,     "  " 
7  68 

(\  L.  Davis,  " 60 

1    Wetlierbee,              *^  1882, 
29  56 

1.  W.  Flagg,  10  doz.  paper  pails, 43  25 

A .  H.  Jones,  repairs  on  Powder  Mill 
bridge. 30  82 

r,.  E.  Reed,  attending  30  buriels, 
90  00 

"             making  29  returns 
7  25 

repairs  on  Hearse, 1  55 

IMward  Tuttle,  use  of  pump,  C.  School,  5  00 

•  I  ilian  Tuttle,  opening  Hall,  26  times, 

35  0  0^
 

Selectmen's  room,  3  75 
care  of  cellar,  3  00 

clock,  10  00 

cleaning  2  00 

Hall,         "  2  00 ^  wood,  chimneys,  brooms, 
-       hooks,  18  00 

Vv  va.  D.  Tuttle,  express  on  documents,  2  58 

'          "      laying  out  lots  in 
Woodlawn  Cemetery,  1  50 

Assessors'  notices,  1  25 
"           "       book,  25 
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Paid  W.  D.  Tuttle  message  to  W.  Acton,   $  10 

^'  journey  to  Concord,         2  39  , 

"     collecting  returns,  75 
collecting  and  recording 
36  births,  18  00 

"  collecting  and  recording 
25  marriages,  3  75 

recording  32  deaths,  5  20 

Job  W.  Dupee,  discount  on  taxes,  769  31 
D.  J.  Wetherbee.  counsel  fees,  12  00 

Henry  Brooks,  repairs  on  highway,      10  00 

J.  W.  Dupee,  abatement  oft^  taxes,        27  14 
  $2,255  2a 

It 
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Receipts  from  February  26 tli,  1882,  to  February  26th,  1883. 

Unexpended  Lakmce,  as  per  report  of 

Feb.  26tli.,  1882,  $2,295  35 

Appropriations  and  receipts,  "  20,111  05 
 $22,406  40 

Expenditures . 
Support  of  Schools, -^3^345  00 

Repairs  on  Town  buildings. 
83  13 

Regular  highway  work, 1,366  52 
Support  of  Poor, 1,104  49 
Town  Debt, 

4,489  78 

Soldiers'  Aid, 
364  00 

Interest  on  Notes, 250  52 

Town  Officers, 
-    474  00 

Printing, 83  50 

Cemetery  Expenses, 176  84 

Miscellaneous, 
2,255  28 

State  Tax, 1,440  00 
County  Tax, 542  70 

 $15,975  76 

Bal.  in  Col.  and  Treas.  hands,  Feb.  26,  1883,  $6,430  64 

Deduct  Bounty  Tax,  4,000  00 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Town,  $  2,430  64 

D.  J.  WETHERBEE  i  Selectmen 

JOHN  WHITE,  [  of 
PHINEAS  WETHERBEE,  J  Acton. 

Acton,  Feb.  26th.,  1883. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

List  of  Births  in  Acton  in  1882. 
X o.    Date  of  Birth.  Name  of  Child.  Name  of  Parents. 

1.  Jan.  4,  Ralph  Bradley  Stone,    son   of  Edwin  and 
Frances  A.  Stone. 

2.  Jan.  24,  Eugene  Warren  Knowlton,  son  of  Ancil  W. 
and  Lizzie  M.  Knowlton. 

o.    Feb.  IT),  Clara  Lewis  Stone,  daughter  of  Charles  B. 
and  Isabel  D.  Stone. 

4.  Feb.  21,  Charles  Austin  Lawrence,  son  of  Austin  E. 

and  Mary  J.  Lawrence. 
5.  Mar.  II,  Daniel  Connors,  son  of  Morris  and  Honora 

Connors. 

0.    r\Iar.  2(),  Charles  Eliot  Coding,  son  of  Theodore.  P. 
and  Ella  F.  Coding. 

7.  Mar.  22,  Margaret  Anna  McCarthy,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Sarah  McCarthy. 

8.  Mar. 23,  Genie  Evelyn  Fletcher,  daughter  of  Jon  a  P. 
and  Lizzie  Fletcher. 

0.    Apr.  20,  Grace  May  Hayward,  daughter  ot  Amos 

H.  and  Etta  C.'^  Ha3^ward. 
10,    Apr.  2G,  Frank  O'Neil,  son  of  Patrick  and  Hannah O'Neil. 

IL    June  4,  Sadie  Emma  Lindley,  daughter  of  George 
and  Alice  Lindley. 

12.  June  7,  Charles  L.  Bradford,  Jr.,  son  of  Charles  L. 
and  Eliza  D.  Bradford. 

13.  June  29,  Florence  Pearl  Smith,  daughter  of  George 
H.  and  Cora  E.  Smith. 

14.  June  30,  Jessie  Louise  Knowlton,  daughter  of  Frank 
R.  and  Emma  S.  Knowlton. 
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15.  July  1,  Winfield  Almon  Lawrence,  son  of  James  R. 
and  Abbie  F.  Lawrence. 

16.  July  14,  A  daughter  to  Jeremiah  Jr.  and  Louise  Lu- 
cius. 

17.  July  23,  Marion  Wood,  daughter  of  Eben  F.  and 
Mary  A.  Wood. 

18.  July  24,  Daniel  Callahan,  son  of  Daniel  and  Ellen 
Callahan. 

19.  July  2G,  Walter  Gaston  Tuttle,  son  of  Amos  S.  and 
Amy  M.  Tuttle. 

20.  Aug.  1,  Anne  Sawtelle  White,  daughter  of  Howard 
B.  and  Bertha  White. 

21.  Aug.  3,  Jennie  Blanche  Sawyer,  daughter  of  Thom- 
as J.  and  Kate  Sawyer. 

22.  Aug.  22,  Vera  Ma}' Knowlton,  daughter  of  Octavus A.  and  Etta  L.  Knowltom 

23.  Aug.  25,  Alia  Blanche  Hesselton,  daughter  of  Lu- 
cius A.  and  Martha  F.  Hesselton. 

24.  Aug.  25,  Clarence  Bernard  Smith,  son  of  Allen  G. 
and  Georgianna  Smith. 

25.  Sept.  5,  Charles  Julian  Tuttle.,  son  of  Julian  and 
Hannaii  E.  Tuttle. 

•    2G.    Sept.  11,  Mary  Eleanor  Louise  Palmer,  daughter  of 
Nathan  R.  and  Abbie  M.  Palmer 

27.    Sept.  14,  Sarah  Viola  Knowlton,  daughter  of  Osha 
P.  and  Nellie  F.  Knowlton. 

2<s.    Oct.  21,  Ethel  Mildred  QLiimby,  daughter  of  George 
L.   and  Emma  L.  Qriimby. 

29.  Oct.  22,  Arthur  Herman  Gould,  son  of  Herman  A. 
and  Sarah  E.  Gould. 

30.  Oct.  31,  Everett  Marshall  Mains,  son  of  Jolm  and 
Maria  Mains. 

31.  Nov.  14,  John  Edward  Bixby,  son  of  John   W.  una 
Veronica  M.  Bixby. 

32.  Nov.  IG,  Eula  Sophia,  daughter  of  L^'man  C.  and  ■ 
Addie  Taylor 

3)3.  Nov.  20,  Michael  Murph}-,  son  of  Michael  and  Jo- 
hanna Murphy. 

34.  Dec.  3,  Ralph  T.  Jones,  son  of  William  S.and  Lau- 
ra A.  Jones. 



14 

35.    Dec.  11,  Leonard  Averv  Phalen,  son  of  Edwin  A. 
and  Hattie  D.  Phalen. 

3n.    Dec.  28,  Albert  P.  Willis,  son  of  Charles  P.  and 
Cora  E.Willis. 

Marriages  Recorded  in  Actou  in  1882. 
No.  Date  of  Marriage.    .  Names  and  Residences  of  Parties. 

1.  Jan.  2,  Frank   W.    Houghton   of   Arlington  and 
Miss  Lizzie  L  Walker  of  Acton. 

2.  Jan  13,   George  L  Quimby,  and  Miss  Emma  L  Bil- 
lings, both  of  Acton. 

3.  FeB.  12,  John  W  Bixby  and  Miss  Veronica  Cain, 
both  of  Acton. 

4.  Feb.  15,  Howard  Marchant  and  Miss  Annie  Jack- 
man  both  of  Acton. 

5.  April  12,  Joel  H  Whitcomb  and  Mrs.  Lidian  E  S co- 
field,  both  5f  Acton. 

().    Apr.  18,  Se3anour   S  Colby   and    Miss  Clara  M 

^  Whitney ,  both. of  Stow. 
P  7.    Apr.  30,  George  N  Gove  of  Maynard  and  Miss  Ros- 

ella  Hale  of  Concord. 

8.    Apr.  30,  Oliver  E  Houghton  and  Miss  Mary  Estella 
Barrett  both  of  Acton. 

1».    May  3,  Sidney  L   Richardson  and  Miss  M  Kate 
Moulton,  both  of  Acton.  \/: 

10.  May  14,    George  Sears  and  Miss  Katie  M  Hoff- 
man, both  of  Acton. 

11.  June  28,  Charles  Hammond  Avery,  Esq.,  ofCincin- 
nati,  O.,  and  Miss  Nettie  Norton  Barker 
of  Acton. 

12.  Aug.  2,  Alfred  W  Gardner  of  Acton  and  Miss  Hat- 
tie  H  Freeman  of  Ayer. 

13.  Aug.  13,  Orzando  Davis  of  Somerville    and  Mrs. 
Mary  H.  Richardson  of  Acton. 

14.  Sept.  (),  James  B  TuttH  of  Acton  and  Miss  Florence 
M.  Hartwell  of  Boxboro. 

15.  Sept.  7,  William  S  Warren  of  Acton  and  Miss  Rosa 
E  Stacy  of  Waterville,  Me. 

IG.    Oct.  3,  Richard  E  Frye  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,and  Miss 
Helen  M  Webber  of  x\cton. 



15 

17.    Oct.  2(),  George  Wm.  Cole  and  Miss  Anna  Z  Hew- 
ins,  both  of  Acton. 

IS.    Nov.  7,  Joseph  Truette  of  Acton  and  Miss  Emma 
Lawson  of  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

VJ.    Dec.  i),  George  E.  Priest  and  Miss  Alice  G  Scarbro, 
both  of  Acton. 

20.  Dec.  18,  William  H  Murphy  of  Acton  and  Miss  Mary 

rjane 
 Porter  of  Boxboro. 21.    Dec.  21,.  Albert  J  Day  and  Miss   Ella  E  Tuttle, 

both  of  Acton. 

/22.  Dec.  24,  Martin  Tutde  and  Miss  Mary  Emma  Co- 
^  nant,  both  of  Acton. 

23.    Dec.  25,  James  T  Goodsell  of  Maynard  and  Miss 
Addie  C  Jones  of  Acton. 

21.  Dec.  25,  James  P  Brown  and  Miss  Laura  A  Jones, 
both  of  Acton. 

25.    Dec.  26,  Clarence  W  Brown  of  Acton  and  Miss 
Minnie  A  Caswell  of  Barton,  Vt. 

Deaths  ia  Acton  in  ISS2, 
No.   Date  of  Death.  Names  and  A^^es  of  Deceased. 

1.  Jan.  11,  Mr.  Frederick    W.    Bryant,    31  '  years  G months. 

2.  Jan.  12,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Gilmore,  75  years,  10  months. 
3.  Jan.  30,  Varnum  P.  Tuttle,    son    of  Varnum  and 

M.  Medora  Tuttle,  8  years,  1  month,  17 
days. 

4.  Feb.  2,  Mr.  Joseph  Dole,  ()8  years. 
5.  Feb.  4,  Mrs.  Hatde  A.  Woodward,  wife  of  fiixby  S. 

Woodward,  41  years,  2  months,  14  days. 
().    Feb.  22,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Lawrence,  57  years, 3  months, 

29  days. 

7.  Mar.  10,  Walter  B.  Parker, son  of  Edwin  C.  and  Han- 
nah H.  Parker,  1  year,  2  months,  4  days. 

8.  Mar.  15,  Mr  Jonas  Blodgett,  71  years,  4  months,  17 
d'ys. 

Mar.  20,  Clarence  E.  Blodgett,  son  of  J  Herbert  and 

Minnie  A  Blodgett,  1  year,  5  mo's,  8  days. 
10.    April  3,  Mrs  Sarah  Fuller,  widow  of  Alden  Fuller, 

78  years,  7  months,  19  days. 
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11.  April  5,  MrAlanson  B  Gibbs  of  Charlestown.  by 
accident  on  railroad,  27  years. 

12.  April  14,  Mr  Joseph  Wheeler,  85  years.  5  montli^. 

13.  May  2,  Mr  Daniel  T  Angier,  8G  y'rs,  8  mo's,  6  days. 
14.  May  G,  M  Florence  Penniman,  daughter  of  Orenzo- 

W,  and  Olive  L.  Penniman,  4yrs,  8  mo*s. 
15.  Ma}^  1(),  Mrs  Salh'  Davis,  widow  of  Jonathan  15- 

Davis,  84  years,  11  months,  29  days." 
10.    May  31,  Mr  Edwin  M  Wheeler,  26  years,  5  montlis, 

10  days. 

17.  June  2,  Miss  Hepsey  R  Robbins,  Go  3'ears,  1  Hi(nUh, 
16  days.  ^ 

18.  June  11,  Mr  James  H  Freeman,  22  3'ears,  13  da\  s. 
11).    July  13,  Mrs  Ellen  Carney,  70  years. 
20.  Juh^  IG,  Arthur  Edwin  Wheeler,  son  of  Edwin  M 

and  Ellen  G.  Wheeler, 2  3'ears.  10  mc  ntlis, 
17  da3^s. 

21.  Juh/-  25,  Mrs  Susan  J  Hewins.  54  3'ears^  7  mc  ntlis, 
5  days. 

22.  Aug  IG,  Mr  Samuel  Chaffin,  70  years. 
Aug  19,  Mrs  Martha  Fletcher,  wife  of  John  Fletv^ier,. 

53  3^ears,  5  months,  12  da3-s. 
24.  Aug  24,  Mrs.  Betse3^  C.  Parker,  79  3'ears,  G  mc  nihs. 12  days. 

25,  Aug  2G,  Mrs  Rosalinda  B  Adams,  94  years,  9  .:no"s, 2  days. 

2G.    Aug  30,  Mr  Jeremiah  Shien,  35  years,  8  m.ontb  >. 
27.    Sept  G,  Miss  Alice  J.  Phalen,  29  years,  10  days. 
2<s.    Sept  G,  Mrs  Jerusha  P  Noves,  widow  of  Thomas  J 

Noyes,  72  3'ears,  2  months,  23  day.--. 
29.  Sept  I>,  George  Henr3^  Sears,  son  of  George  and  .M;i- 

ry  A  Sears,  10  months,  4  da3\s. 
30.  Oct  8,  Margaret  A,  daughter  of  Michael  and  S  irah 

McCarth3',  G  months,  IG  days. 
31.  Oct  22v  John  Manion,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann 

Manion,  G  years,  9  months,  G  days. 

;)2.    Dec  27,  Mr  Henry  Adalbert  Mead,  30  yea:<.  4 
months. 
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Names  of  Persons  Having  Dogs  Licensed  in  1882, 

Jairus  C.  Wheeler,  l  fcm., 
M.  Augusta  Hosmer, 
Walter  C.  Gardner, 
Chas  J.  Spring, 
Tuttles,  Jones  <fc  Wetlier- bee,  2, 
Elnathan  Jones,  3. 
Dana  F.  Hayward, 
J.  K.  W.  Wetherbee. 
Theron  F,  Newton, 
James  Txittle, 
LticiuH  S.  Hosmer, 
Jeremy  Austin, 
Otis  H.  Forbusb, 
Daniel  Harris, 
Clias.  D.  Griggs. 
Geo,  W.  Livermorc, 
Obas.  Handley. 
J.  E.  Harri?, 
A.  L.  Noyes, 
Frank  Wetherbee, 
Isaiah  S.  Leach, 
John  Temple, 
Isaac  Barker, 
Geo,  C,  Conant, 
Sylvester  Haynes, 

V.  J.  Breunan, 
Francis  Conant, 
John  Welch, 
O.  Ellsworth  Houghton, 
D.  J.  Wetherbee, 
John  W.  Charter, 
John  Hanaford, 
Hiram  Walker, 
Lester  N.  Fletcher. 
Daniel  McCarthy, 
Oscar  E,  Preston, 
John  K,  Houghton, 
Frank  E.  Harris. 
E.  F.  Fuller,  2, 
Luke  Tuttle, 
Chas.  A,  Harrington. 
Chas.  A.  Taylor, 
Solon  A.  Bobbins, 
James  Kingsley, 
Willis  L,  Mead. 
Gustavus  H.  Waugh, 
Geo.  R.  Keyes, 
Wm,  D,  Tuttle, 
John  Fletcher, 
Chas,  Holton, 
G.  H.  S.  Houghton, 

Males,    76,  at  $2.00,  $152. 
Females,  4,  at  $5.00.  20. 

Jona  H.  Barker, 
Moses  A.  Reed, 
Alman  H.  Gilmore, 
Forbushtfe  Hartwell,!  fern, John  Kelly, 
Geo.  S.  Jacobs, 
James  D.  Coburn, 
Geo.  Pratt.  2,  1  a  fern., 
Chas.  H.  Wheeler,  1  fem.^ 
Cyrus  Hayward, Geo.  C.  Wright, 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Beck, 
Eri  S.  Brooks, 
Jerrv  H.  McCarthy, 
M.  E.  Taylor, 
A.  W.  Gardner, 
John  W.  Randall, 
Herman  Chaplin, 
Geo.  Cqnant, 
Constance  O'Neil, L.  E.  Allen, 
Mrs.  Jarvis  Williams, 
Augustus  Fletcher, Albert  Moulton, 

Total,  80 $172.00 
LICENSED  SINCE  JAN.  1st,  1833. 

Eliza  Wheeler,    Edward  Wood,  1  fern. 

WM.  D.  TUTTZJEy 

Toivn  Clerk  of  Acton, 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

mm 

 OF  THE  

ALMSHOUSE  IN  ACTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1883. 

Articles  ox  Hand  March  1st,  1883. 

0  cows,  S405  00 

1  horse,  -200  00 
1  1-2  tons  oat  fodder,        22  50 
9  1-2  tons  hay,  171  00 
7  bao^s  cotton  seed  meal,  10  00 
1  lou  shorts,  22  50 
()  bags  meal,  8  20 
oats,  ,  1  00 
225  barrels,  45  00 
lot  bags,  5  00 
salt,                                  1  00 
14  cords  wood  cut  for  use,  03  00 
market  boxes,  1  00 
wa^on,  107  00 
2C)  hens,                           13  00 
15  bushels  potatoes,  12  00 
10  bushels  do.  smaU,  2  50 
200  lbs.  salt  pork,            28  00 
Receipts  from  Town  Farm 

Received  for  cows,  §172 

miik,  '  742 
potatoes,  11 

80  lbs.  ham, 
12  lbs  butter, 
17  lbs.  lard, 
1  1-2  bbis.  apple; Soap, 

Cider, 
Flour, 

Tea, 
Crackers, 

Spices, 
Molasses. 

Rye  meal, 
Kerosene  oil, 
2  cider  bbls. , 
1-2  bushel  bcaus, 
Matches, 

$12 

3 
3 
4 
1 
4 
G 
4 

00 72 

00 00 
22 
00 

00 00 
50 
50 

50 
50 83 

00 00 
50 

FROM  April  1st 
1883. 

12  j  Received  for 01  ! 
00 

$11G3  07 
1882  TO  March  1st, 

birch  poles,  44  40 
apples,  184  87 
berries,         1'  ̂ 7 

eggs, 

pork, 
calves, 

poultry, SI 

39 11 
1 

94 

59 00 00 

SI  209'  GO 
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Paid  for  sugar, Jo Paid  for  wag(jn  jack, S3  00 cheese. 
L  U 

phosphate, 
8  95 

butter. O i  n 4U chimnev     globes,  1  30 
spices, 1 i 1  Q 

tea. 

10  00 

room  papci'. 
o O 

o() 
scythes. 

2  20 

brick. i\Q \  )o cai'ds  and  curry 
saleratus, 1 1 

comb. 
1  41 

cr.  tartar. 

-1 

1 bl fly  paper. 
04 

*2;rass  seed. 
A 

•± 

onions, 

1  58' 

castings, J A  1 nour. G4  37 

kerosene  oil, 

.') 

4. J 
barrels. ()4  20 

oil  can. candles. 31 
clotli  &  ClOtllltl 

resin. 
z4 

hoe. 
()7 tobacco, 25 

soap, 1  c\ 44 liorse  radish, 
08 

yarn. 
J \)\} 

vinegar, 44 

shoes. 1 
.A) 

suult. 
9G 

seeds. 

.").) 

screening, ()4 

tomato  plants, 
'>»-) tacks, 

14 
lork  handle, l\i 

rakes, 
50 

nrtils. QO oU 
malt, 

55 
basket, CO starch. 19 

brooms, 

-1 

i 

I  / raisins, 54 
lemons, 

"X 

•  mop  handle. 
20 fly  trap. 37 mustard , 
25 meat. TC 

coffee, 
30 

pails, i nn 
UU 

knife. 
42 

beans, 

(t 

\) 

wicks. 
04 

bean  pot. 

fish. 

12  21 

crockery, 1 z() 
labor. 

4G  00 

spade 
i 1 

cows, 
105  00 

tin  ware. JL\) keeping  cows. 18  00 

yeast. 
grain. 

453  6G 

sweet  potatoes, 
Q  Q OO wheelwright  bill,  4  90 

crackers, o so 40 
pump  &  repairs 
blacksmith's  bil 

,  16  85 ladder. i 1  A 44 
1,19  35 

putty, 
10 

rep.  shoes, 1  27 
axe. i 

1  '7 
1  I doct.  cow. 1  00 

glass. i  ».) 
shavings. 60 

saw. 90 nses  ot  brll, 2  50 
salt. 3 23 

killing  hogs, 
smoking  ham. 

2  75 
matches, 1 13 

60 
lock. 

30 cash  for  M.  Pol- 
stove polish, 

07 
lard, 

3  00 
•  molasses. 27 40 use  of  oxen, 

3  00 
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Paid  for  filing  saws,  $1  05 
Services  of  J.  Austin,  wife 

and  son,      275  00 
E.  H.  Cutler,  45  00 

Expenditures, 
Receipts, 

Services'of  O.H.Forbush,  15  00 
Luke  Blan- 

cliard. 10  00 

Income  less  than  Expenditure, 
Due  from  treasury,  to  balance  account, 
Interest  ol  farm, 

$1476  62 
1209  60 

$267  02 
$267  02 240  00 

507  02 

Victualing  91  tramps  at  40c.  each,  36  40 

Cost  of  supporting  poor  on  farm,  $470  62 

Whole  number  of  persons  exclusive  of  tramps  supported  in 
almshouse,  4  :  Average  number,  4  ;  Present  number,  4. 

ELISHA  H.  CUTLER, 
OTIS  H.  FORBUSH, 
LUKE  BLANCH ARD, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 



School  Committee 

-W0WN  0F  ̂ OTOpe^ 

-FOR  THE- 

SCHOOL  YEAR,  1882-83. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

The  brief  space  usuall}^  taken  for  this  report  requires 
that  it  be  confined  to  the  consideration  of  a  few  practical 
questions,  viz.,  1.  What  branches  shall  be  taught  in  our 
schools?  2.  How  shall  they  be  taught?  3.  How  can  we 
make  our  schools  more  efficient?  4.  The  need  of  a  High 
School.    5.  Remarks  concerning  each  school. 
I.  What  Branches  Shall  be  Taught  in  Our  Schools. 

The  studies  that  may  be  pursued  by  man  with  interest 
and  profit  are  legion.  Some  of  these  are  absolutely  essen- 

tial. The  common  sense  of  the  Commonwealth, embodied 
in  the  Public  Statutes  Page  299,  Sec.  1,  says  : 

''In  every  town  there  shall  be  kept  lor  at  least  six 
months  in  each  year  at  the  expense  of  said  town  by  a 
teacher  or  teachers  of  competent  ability  and  good  morals, 
a  sufficient  number  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  all  the 

children  who  may  legally  attend  public  school  therein,  in 

orthography,  reading,  writing,  English  grammar,  geogra- 
ph}^  arithmetic,  drawing,  the  history  of  the  United  States, 
and  good  behavior.  Algebra,  vocal  music,  agriculture, 

sewing,  physiology  and  hygiene  shall  be  taught  by  lec- 
tures or  otherwise,  in  all  the  public  schools  in  which  the 

school  committee  deem  it  expedient." 
Your  superintendent,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 

committee,  has  required  all  scholars  to  pursue  the  studies 
prescribed  in  the  first  period  of  said  section,  unless  ex- 

cused on  satisfactory  examination  or  for  other  good  cause, 
and  has  permitted  all  who  desired,  to  take  algebra  and 
physiology  if  sufficiently  advanced  in  other  studies.  In 
no  school  where  these  branches  are  faithfully  studied  and 
taught  is  there  time  for  scholars  or  teachers  to  attend  to 



French  and  Latin  or  other  studies  properly  taught  in  a 
High  School. 
II.  How  Srix\LL  These  Studies  be  Taught? 

So  far  as  circumstances  will  permit  the  same  as  they 
are  taught  in  our  Normal  Schools  and  in  the  best  common 
schools  in  the  state  ;  for  it  is  Irom  these  sources  that  our 
best  teachers  come  and  they  must  teach  mainly  as  they 
have  been  taught.  Therefore  if  we  had  a  system  of  our 
own  more  conservative  or  more  advanced  than  the  meth- 

ods in  said  schools,  we  should  be  powerless  to  i>ntroduce 
it.  But  we  have  no  desire  to  do  so.  The  schools  of 

Massachusetts  were  never  doing  better  work  than  now. 
It  is  not  the  use  but  the  abuse  of  the  so  called  "new 

methods"  that  is  to  be  deprecated  and  avoided. 
What  are  the  "new  methods?"  They  are  very  simi- 

lar in  all  our  best  schools,  although,  because  so  success- 
fully carried  out  in  the  Qiiincy  schools,  they  arcf^-some- 

times  called  the  "Qiiincy  methods."  In  these  schools 
they  strive  to  teach  as  the  mind  naturally  acquires  knowl- 

edge ;  reading  by  beginning  with  the  word,  and  that  a 
most  familiar  one,  rather  than  the  letter;  spelling  mainly 

b}^  writing,  sinte  it  is  in  writing  that  we  most  practice 
this  art;  arithmetic  to  the  beginner,  by  the  use  of  objects 
instead  of  abstract  numbers,  and  to  the  more  advanced 

scholar  by  requiring  him  to  perform,  without  book  to  aid 
him  those  practical  problems  which  he  will  be  called  up- 

on to  perform  in  after  life  in  business  ;  geography  by  giv- 
ing in  his  own  language  descriptions  of  countries  and  imag- 

inary or  real  journeys,  illustrated  by  maps  drawn  from 
memory  ;  history  in  like  manner  ;  grammar  by  requiring 
constantly  the  use  of  correct  language  in  writing  and 
speaking,  with  simple  rules  for  the  same  ;  penmanship  by 
requiring  the  written  exercises  and  examinations,  numer- 

ous as  they  are,  to  be  executed  in  the  best  style. 
These  methods  have  been  in  use  in  an  increasing  de- 

gree^in  our  schools  for  half  a  century  or  more.  They 
were  in  part  inaugurated  by  Pestalozzi  in  Switzerland  a 
century  ago,  and  are  pracdced  in  the  best  schools  of  Eu- 

rope. They  teach  not  merely  words  but  ideas  ;  they  train 
not  only  the  memory  but  the  powers  of  observation  and 
reasoning  ;  they  accustom  the  pupil  to  solve  such  prob- 
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leras  and  perform  such  tasks  as  the  duties  of  life  will  re- 
quire him  to  solve  and  perform. 

It  is  when  books  and  study  are  discarded  and  these 
methods  are  pursued  without  system  that  they  cease  to  be 
effective.  A  teacher  of  the  best  possible  attainments,  with 
one,  or  at  the  most  only  two  classes,  might  teach  without 
books,  but  in  our  schools,  as  in  most  common  schools,  the 

book  must  be  constantly  used  by  all  except  possibly  the 

youngest  primary  scholars,  as  a  guide  and  manual,  sup- 
plemented by  entertaining  illustration  and  lucid  explana- 

tion from  the  teacher,  who  must  know  more  of  the  subject 
than  any  one  book  can  teach.  It  is  in  primary  teaching 
that  books  are  too  often  neglected  and  pupils  not  soon 
enough  accustomed  to  their  use. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  our  teachers  have  most  readily 
followed  the  suggestions  of  your  superintendent  and  that 
in  the  primary  schools  an  increased  use  of  books  has  re- 

sulted in  better  order  and  more  rapid  and  thorough  pro- 
gress. This  is  especially  the  case  in  the  West  Acton  Pri- 

mary. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  not  such  uni- 
formity in  books  used  as  is  desirable,  an  attempt  having 

been  made  to  change  old  books  gradually.  So  your  com- 
mittee made  an  arrangement  with  the  Messrs.  Harper 

whereby  their  geographies  and  Swinton's  grammars  have 
at  slight  expense  been  introduced  in  all  the  schools  and 
are  to  be  furnished  at  such  a  fixed  price,  for  at  least  five 

years,  as  to  save  the  parents  several  hundred  dollars  dur- 
ing that  period. 

III.  How  Can  \ve  Make  our  Schools  more  Efficient? 

All  of  us,  superintendent,  committee,  teachers  and 

parents,  must  in  every  possible  way  try  to  arouse  the  en- 
thusiasm and  ambition  of  the  scholars.  While,  in  general 

the  order  of  the  schools  has  been  excellent,  there  is  room 

for  improvement  and  it  is  the  special  business  of  the  super- 
intendent to  see  that  it  is  made. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  best  progress  is  the 
constant  evil  of  absence  and  tardiness.  For  the  latter, 

there  is  seldom  a  good  excuse.  The  former  is  sometimes 
caused  by  sickness,  but  in  the  weekly  reports  which  the 
teachers  have  so  faithfully  made  to  me,  the  reason  mos 
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frequently  given  is  '*kept  at  home  to  work."  This  some- 
times seems  necessary  but  can  rarely  be  justifiable.  There 

should  be  as  long  a  vacation  as  possible  in  the  busy  sea- 
son and  parents  should  make  any  reasonable  sacrifice  for 

the  sake  of  keeping  their  children  regularly  at  school ;  for 
to  be  absent  from  a  single  recitation  hinders  the  scholars 
progress  and  that  of  his  class,  and  to  be  absent,  as  many 
are,  for  days  and  weeks  each  term,  is  a  most  serious  obsta- 

cle to  the  progress  of  the  absentee's  class,  and  renders  it 
impossible  for  him  to  acquire  any  thorough  knowledge  or 
discipline. 

Such  a  scholar  will  leave  school  so  poorly  equipped  for 

life  that  any  after  acquisition  of  knowledge  will  be  so  diffi- 
cultthat  what  little  he  has  learned  will  slipfromhim.  Clas- 

ses must  not  be  kept  back  for  absentees.  Such  must  drop 
into  lower  classes.  In  school,  they  must  be  behind,  as 
they  will  be  in  after  life.  It  is  no  more  what  is  learned  at 

school  that  benefits,  than  it  it  is  the  patient, persevering  ap- 
plication which  the  scholar  who  is  regular  in  attendance 

cannot  easily  escape. 
Parents,  we  can  do  little  for  your  scholars  unless  you 

send  them  constantl}^  and  promptly  to  school. 
But  though  we  bring  our  schools  to  the  highest  de- 
gree of  excellence  they  form  but  an  imperfect  system. 
A  town  like  Acton  can  afford  her  children  a  better  edu- 

cation than  her  present  schools  can  give  and  cannot  aflford 
to  give  them  less  than  the  best  town  schools  in  the  state 
furnish  ;  hence 
IV.    The  Need  of  a  High  School. 

Our  citizens  are  largely  men  of  moderate  means,  not 

rich  enough  to  board  their  children  aw-ay  from  home  for  a 
long  course  of  study,  but  able  to  give  them  their  time  if  they 
can  be  educated  in  their  own  town. 

Situated  near  the  large  towns  and  cities,  our  sons  and 
daughters  must,  in  the  battle  of  life,  compete  with  those 
who  are  educated  in  the  best  schools.  Are  we  giving 
them  such  an  education  as  they  need  for  the  highest  suc- 

cess in  life  ? 

Of  the  nine  teachers  employed  the  past  term  in  Acton, 
not  one  was  educated  wholly  in  our  schools.  Four  of 
them  are  residents  of  Acton,  but  they,  as  well  as  the  other 
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five,  completed  their  education  in  the  high  schools  of  other 
towns. 

Among  us  are  many  young  ladies,  not  attending 
school,  earning  little  or  nothing,  who,  if  we  give  them  a 
good  high  school  education,  wdll  be  able  to  take  the  places 
of  these  teachers  w^hen  needed. 

How  many  3'^oung  men  are  we  fitting  for  book-keep- 
ers, land  surveyors,  master  mechanics,  architects,  civil  en- 

gineers, teachers,  master  mariners,  practical  chemisis, 
and  scientific  agriculturists?  Yet  a  majority  of  the  most 
successful  men  in  these  callings,  and  even  many  of  our 

best  clergymen,  lawyers,  and  statesmen  received  no  bet- 
ter education  than  a  good  high  school  can  give. 
Thirty- seven  scholars  from  this  town  have  attended 

various  High  Schools  and  Academies  in  other  towns  dur- 
ing the  present  school  3'ear,  as  reported  to  me  by  our  com- mittee. 

.  This  shows  that  a  large  number  of  our  best  citizens 
consider  a  common  school  education  insufficient.  Is 

there  a  parent  in  our  town  who  does  not  desire  for  his 

child  as  good  an  education  as  an}-  one  of  these  thirty-sev- 
en are  getting? 

Yet  even  these  thirty-seven  could  get  a  better  educa- 
tion in  a  High  School  in  our  own  tow^n  than  they  will  get 

abroad.  With  ample  time  a  longer  and  more  thorough 
course  of  study  would  be  taken.  Let  no  parent  think 
that  he  need  look  out  for  the  higher  education  of  only  his 
own  children.  If  your  children,  after  their  school  days 
are  over,  live  in  Aclon,  as  we  hope  they  will,  their  daily 
and  most  intimate  associates  will  not  be  the  boys  and  girls 
they  meet  in  those  ̂ schools  abroad,  but  their  own  town 

folk,  and  if  you  help  educate  your  neighbor's  children  you 
indirectly  educate  your  ow^n,  throw  around  all  an  atmos- 

phere of  culture  and  refinement,  and  make  the  social  and 
intellectual  life  of  our  town  richer,  nobler  and  more 

stimulating. 

Many  of  our  scholars  seem  to  lose  their  ambition  on 
passing  from  the  Primary  to  the  Grammar  School.  The 
diploma  at  the  end  of  the  High  School  course,  and  the 

rigid  examination  lor  admission  to  said  school  w^ould  keep 
their  ambition  alive  through  both  courses  of  study,  and 



awaken  an  enthusiasm  in  all  the  schools  of  our  town  sucli 
as  I  have  seen  aroused  in  other  towns  by  such  a  school. 

V.  Reisiarks  on  the  Various  Schools. 

North  School. 

The  three  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Viola S.  Tuttle  of 
Acton — her  first  cittempt  and  a  most  successful  one  both 
as  to  discipline  and    instruction.     The  scholars  obeyed 
readily  and  studied  faithfully.    The  home  influence  mus 
be  good. 

East  School. 

Miss  Susie  A.  Wetherbee  of  Acton  taught  the  three 
terms  with  increasing  success.  Qiiick,  energetic,  thorough 
and  systematic,  she  governed  and  instructed  this  school 
as  few  could.  At  the  end  of  the  fall  term  her  pupils  show- 

ed their  appreciation  of  their  teacher  b}^  presenting  her  a 
gold  ring. 

South  East  School. 

*  The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by.  Miss  Ella 
E.  Tuttle  of  Acton,  and  the  winter  term  by  Miss  Minnie 
L.  Fletcher  of  Littleton  :  both  labored  faithfully,  and  those 
scholars  who  atteYided  regularly  made  good  progress.  At 

the  end  of  one  month  the  spring  term  w^as  discontinued  on 
account  of  scarlet  fever. 

Centre  Primary. 

This  school  has  for  several  years  been  taught  by  Miss 
Bessie  M.  Ball  of  Acton.  The  visitor  can  hardly  decide 
which  he  would  rather  be,  the  pupil  of  such  a  teacher  or 
the  teacher  of  such  pupils ;  she  has  instilled  into  them 
such  a  spirit  of  obedience  and  love  of  learning,  has  taught 
them  not  merely  to  repeat  words,  but  to  observe,  think 
and  reason,  and  cares  for  their  health  by  givmg  them  fre- 

quent gymnastic  exercises. 
Early  in  the  Spring  term  Miss  Ball,  on  account  of  ill 

health,  was  obliged  to  take  a  vacation  and  did  not  resume 
her  position  until  the  next  term.  Miss  Angle  Hutchins 
of  Acton  completed  the  term  very  successfully. 
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Centre  Grammar. 

The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  C.  H.  Allen  of 
Acton  and  the  Fall  and  Winter  terms  by  Miss  Jennie  A. 

Hemenway  of  Framingham.  The  examination  at  the 
close  of  the  year  indicated  faithful  study  and  thorough  in- 

struction. The  most  of  the  scholars  obeyed  cheerfully, 
but  a  few  of  those  boys  who  attended  only  the  winter  term 
became  quite  unruly  near  its  close,  and  one  ©f  them.  War- 

ren Robbins,  was  expelled,  after  which,  the  order  of  the 
.school  was  good.  The  excellent  examination  of  a  class  of 

3^0 ang  ladies  in  history  and  physiology  is  worthy  spec- 
ial mention. 

Although  these  schools  are  smaller  in  number  than 
the  other  graded  schools  in  town,  we  earnestly  advise  that 
the  two  schools  be  continued.  The  Primary  must  be  kept 
as  a  model,  and  those  ambitious  and  faithful  scholars  in 

the  Grammar  School  ought  to  be  deprived  of  no  opportu- 
nity that  we  can  give  them. 

South  Grammar. 

The  Spring  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  T21- 
len  O.  Clark  of  Sudbury,  who  labored  faithfuil3^,  and  the 

Winter  term  by  Miss  Emma*  C.  B.  Gray  of  Framingham. 
This  school  needs  a  teacher  of  firmness,  energy  and  en- 

thusiasm. Miss  Gray  possessed  these  qualities  with  fine 
scholarship,  being  a  graduate  of  Framingham  Fligh 
School  and  Smith  College.  She  had  been  assistant  in  an 
Academy,  but  had  never  had  the  management  of  a  school 

and3^et  she  succeeded  in  maintaining  good  order  and  in- 
spired the  school  to  study  sufficiently  to  steadily  ga  inin 

scholarship  and  pass  quite  a  satisfactory  examination.  She 
has  taken  the  position  of  teacher  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  an 
Academy  in  Pulaski,  N.  Y. 

South  Primary. 

Miss  Emma  F.  Esterbrook  of  Acton  taught  the  three 
terms  with  excellent  success,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
valuable  presents  were  given  her  by  her  scholars,  real 
tributes  of  merited  affection.  The  examination  was  re- 

markable for  prompt,  correct  and  distinct  answers.  The 



9 

large  number  from  this  school  on  the  "Roll  of  Honor"" speaks  well  for  teacher,  school,  and  parents. 
West  Acton  Grammar. 

For  several  years  this  school  has  been  under  the  in- 
struction of  Miss  Ada  C.  Davis  of  Acton.  She  w^as  edu- 

cated at  Framingham  Normal  School,  and  teaches  as 
thoroughly  as  she  was  taught.  To  hold  every  scholar  to 
hard  study  and  thorough  work,  and  also  maintain  good 
order,  as  she  does,  severely  tasks  the  endurance  of  the 
strongest,  and  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  completion  of  the 

year  her  health  became  such  that  she  was  obliged  to  re- 
sign her  position^  Miss  Lillie  R.  Daniels  of  Framingham 

attempted  to  complete  the  term,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
weeks  was  obliged  to  discontinue  her  labors  on  account  of 
sickness. 

West  Acton  Primary. 

Miss  Ida  B.  Campbell  of  Marlboro,  a  graduate  of  one 
of  our  Normal  Schools,  commenced  the  Spring  term,  hav- 

ing taught  the  school  the  year  before,  but  after  a  few  days 
was  obliged  to  take  a  vacation  on  account  of  sickness, 
and  Miss  M.  B.  Allen  of  Acton  successfully  completed 
the  term.  Miss  Campbell  resumed  her  position  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Fall  term  and  taught  and  governed  the 
school  most  admirably,  but  soon  after  beginning  the  win- 

ter term  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  the  term 
was  most  successfully  completed  by  Miss  S.  J.  Wyman  of 
Westminister,  who  is  a  good  instructor  and  an  excel- 

lent disciplinarian. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistics  and  the  "Roll  of 
Honor." 

For  the  Committee, 
FREDERICK  C.  NASH, 

Superintendent. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE'S FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Acton  : 

Your  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  for  infor- 
mation respecting  the  condition  of  the  schools  refer  you 

to  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Superintendent,  and  the  tab- 
ular statement  annexed. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

John  E.  Cutter,  Agent. 

Paid  teachers, 

Drawn  froiii  treasury, ^790  00   S790  00 

$G06  60 
fuel  and  preparing  it, 
care  of  house, 
incidental? .  • 

118  00 
44  00 
y  82 

II  o8 ]]aiauce  on  hand, 
  S790  00 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

L.  S.  HosMER,  Agent. 

Received  from  town. 
Balance  from  last  year, S790  00. 10  56 

  S800  56 

To  expenses  around  the  building, 
Paid  Miss  E.  O.  Clark, 

Emma  (yray, 
Emma  Estabrook, 
F.  J.  Wood,  janitor, 
A.  S.  Fletcher,  coal. 
Washing  school  house  curtains, 
H.  Gould,  1  cord  wood, 
T.  J.  W,  bill  sundries. 

$5  00 198  00 
120  00 
284  00 
71  00 
35  00 
5  00 
3  00 

11  28      ̂ 727  28. 

Amount  due  the  district. $68  28 
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wp:st  school. 

hucv  M.  Mead,  Agent. 

Drawn  ii-oin  the  treasury. $790 00 
Bah'DCC'  from  last  year, 

G3 47 

Paid  to  teachers. 
$034 

00 
for  fuel, 94 G4 

care  of  house  and  furnace, 
GO 00 

incidentals, 3 IG 
]^alance  on  hand. Gl 

G7 

S853  47 

  $853  47 

W.  Acton,  March  20th,  1883. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

J.   W.  DuPEE,  Agent. 

Drawn  froui  the  treasury,  $350  00 
Balance  from  last  year,  17  OG 

Paid  to  teachers,  S257  00 

for  fuel,  '31  05 care  of  house,  IG  00 
Rep.  boards,  G  30 
incidentals,  5  18 

Balance  ou  hand,  50  G3 

S3G7  OG 

$3G7  ()G 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

George  Chandler,  Agent. 

Drawn  from  ihe  treasury,  $350  00 
By  paid  Susan  Wetherbee,  3  terms,  265  00 

coal  for  heating,  30  45 
wood,                             ^  7  50 
care  of  school  house  fires,  24  25 
rent  for  organ,  13  50 
key  for  door,  30 
J.  W.  Flagg,  sundries,  0  75 

deficiency,  1882,  1  12 

Balance,     '  1  12   $350  00 
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SOUTH  EAST  SCHOOL. 

Chas.  D.  Griggs,  Agent. 

Received  from  town,  $294  56 
Clenning  and  repairing  buildings,  2  50 
Wood,  16  50 
Preparing  wood,  6  50 
Paid  Miss  E.  E.  Tuttle,  126  00 

M.  Fletcher,  98  00 
Care  of  school  house,  5  00 
Incidentals,  2  34 
Balance  on  hand,  37  72 

—  $294  56- 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fif- 
teen, 290 

Sum  raised  by  the  town  for  each,  $10.84 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  E.  CUTTER,  Chairman, 

J.  W.  DUPEE,  Clerk, 
LUCY  M.  MEAD, 

LUCIUS  S.  HOSMER, 

CHARLES  D.  GRIGGS, 

GEORGE  CHANDLER, 

»  School  Committee  of  Acton. 










